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A study of representations of sports, gender, and club activities in animated media:

A comparative consideration of “K-ON!” and “Free!”
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Abstract:

School sports club activities have played an important role in the dissemination of sports
in postwar Japan. However, the issues associated with club activities have become evident
in recent years, and they give us a glimpse of the epitome of problems that modern society
has. This paper provides clues to solve the problems in the current society by comparing and

analyzing images of sports, gender, and club activities themed on televised animation works.
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