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The Issues of the Community and the Autonomous Citizen in Japan

Yukiko SUGA

Department of Studies on Lifestyle Management, Jissen Women's University

Under the circumstances of population decline and the revitalization of local communities, the
author searched for the issues of the community in the future and the individual’s way of life as the
autonomous citizen in Japan, by inspecting the several theoretical concepts about community and
two case studies of Machi-zukuri, one a project to make good use of traditional local foods and the
other a performing arts festival.

As a result, the ideal form of future community would be based on localism. And the best way to
be an autonomous citizen would be to value the agricultural life in today’s urbanized life, because
it would need rethinking about relationships between nature and human beings, and the roles of
collaboration and of hand-made goods values.
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