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From this intense consciousness of being the object of severe and universal observation,
the wearer of the scarlet letter was at length relieved by discerning, on the outskirts of the
crowd, a figure which irresistibly took possession of her thought. An Indian. in his native

garb. was standing there: but the red men were not so infrequent visitors of the English
settlements, that one of them would have attracted any notice from Hester Prynne, at such
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a time; much less would he have excluded all other objects and ideas from her mind. By

the Indian’s side, and evidently sustaining a companionship with him. stood a white man,
clad in a strange disarray of civilized and savage costume. (underlines mine)®
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“You say truly,” replied the other. “I am a stranger, and have been a wanderer, sorely

against my will. I have met with grievous mishaps by sea and land, and have been long

held in bonds among the heathen folk, to the southward; and now brought thither by this
Indian, to be redeemed out of my captivity. . . .” (pp. 61-62; underlines mine)
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The picture of human life in the market-place, though its general tint was the sad gray,
brown, or black of the English emigrants, Was yet enlivened by some diversity of hue. A
party of Indians—in their savage finery of curiously embroidered deer-skin robes,

wampum-belts. red and vellow ochre, and feathers. and armed with the bow and arrow
and stone-headed spear—stood apart, in countenances of inflexible gravity, beyond what

even the Puritan aspect could attain. Nor, wild as were these painted barbarians, were they

the wildest feature of the scene. (p. 232; underlines mine)
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