49

TIHY e 7 ) AT 4 EE-KIEFRKE

SER MO
1. IIL®DIZ

Agatha Christie (&, 19H:AL K2 H20MALHT P D 4 F) At 22 KE L
RI23DODRGFHERERL TV D, K— T (1899-1902) & 55— Ut KK
(1914-1918) & 55 R HEF KK (1939-1945) Tdh 5, UEA ¥ 2 ORI H
Pole®MT 7V ADBEYE o2 R—TE,ATIZ, THYORPERHLE
L CHRHZH N 72 DD 245 OIEIZEYFE L 72 55— IR HE KR IS 1L, A
L 72130 ) O O FTHEHTZ2PK B D Archibald Christie (Archie) ﬁ‘tﬂ{EL
720 TH B BT TH 5 Torquay Db TR MIIVAD., ThbbERE
FiEme LT, LIZs LThL A E LTHWTwo, 3 TITER
ELTOAMHPMEL L TV R IR R ICIE, BREZIT L2550
PEELHIT AT, BOEAME LCORRICEE L7, ZORE, B
FTdH 5 Max Mallowan i3It 7 7 1) H CTEEBEBROMAFIZHEF L, — AR
RosalindDRITLE L 72 FRET 2 Z L 3B o7

COXH, THY - 7V AT 4 BELOREE V) LHTINS O
GraRER L 72DV 725, BRCAS60iE DIED & 154E IS b7z o THEEL 2 H
ZTlk, WERTEHFRBELHLEEEHLEI LI LTIRDED 2555
HWHZDHDDOERRLZENDVPHG R HIT LB LB VE L, f)ﬁ)
7O TZOREE B O NEOHINEDIT L9 & T 51EEIfThRLTY

o BLARELAHHET AL, LOMEZADOT IHRIFNT I L &%
EFIZBVTH, EmiZBVTd, BEOLKHERD 7T - 7Y A
TAOFHEYOFHA LELTHT, FIZIEZ—ETHRZHN TV DD,
LAZERTAZILEZ#ITLI LTS ﬁﬂﬁﬁ"‘ﬁ’]&ﬁ?%ﬂf?ﬁﬁ%hé



50

B — U KR IR AR i e SR A & L T\ 7o 2 & SR 2
HLEoNTF oz w) TOMBWE I AT —ERIE, EHFZ LD
IICFESTVDDEA ) I Kild, THY « 2 A5 4 ODHEOTO®
BRI KR T 2k 2 OB LIRS LADbE RS, BE
ik L CORBRE LI, HROBSFEBREZE - L2 727 A 0
FCHELL) LT HH-ATH D,

2. R—=TWF—HHED VS

R— T WAL, 18994E D B 19024 I CHT 7 ) I TR—=T A& A ¥
) AANDHTHRDbNIZESF T, ZORRKIL, SHE2rOHEONLHERLEIC
HEDUF72A4 FYARREEZIT 5722 LELEZLNTVS, A A
WREMTIO L) 2 EERNEEZToTBY, 4 F) AERIZZO
%%%%@io&ﬁwmﬁﬂiM®m%@ZV%71L@¢@%xfwt

B bND, FIZIE THY - 7 AT 4 ZAREORT, K- 7 ,kE
ZIILOLETHHMRITLITLITEZ 2H28% “large army exercises, as it
were; the maintenance of power in far places”(117) L RH L. FH— KT KK
EREL R LZHOBFIZo 72 LBRT VD,

3ODWFEARR L 72t THEERL T A - 7 ) AT 4 OHIZIE, K—
TG & BRI A RO BNIZIZ 5 &Y & LGBz Twa

The Boer War, I suppose, was the last of what one might describe as the
‘old wars’, the wars that did not really affect one’s country or life. They
were heroic story-book affairs fought by brave soldiers and gallant young
men. They were killed, if killed, gloriously in battle. More often they
came home suitably decorated with medals for gallant feats performed on
the field. They were tied up with the outposts of Empire, the poems of
Kipling, and with the bits of England that were pink on the map. It seems

strange today to think that people — girls in particular — went around
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handing out white feathers to young men whom they considered were

backward in doing their duty by dying for their country. ( I 100)
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When, in far off Serbia, an archduke was assassinated, it seemed
such a faraway incident — nothing that concerned us. After all, in the
Balkans people were always being assassinated. That it should touch us
here in England seemed quite incredible — and I speak here not only for
myself but for almost everybody else. Swiftly, after that assassination,
what seemed like incredible storm clouds appeared on the horizon.
Extraordinary rumours got about, rumours of that fantastic thing — War!
But of course that was only the newspapers....It was all rumours — people
working themselves up and saying it really looked “quite serious” —
speeches by politicians. And then suddenly one morning it had happened.

England was at war. (I 272)
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I remember going to bed that night and crying and crying until I thought
I would never stop, and then quite suddenly, without warning, falling
exhausted into such a deep sleep that I did not wake till late the following
morning. (II 8)
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It was only three months since Archie and I had seen each other, yet
those three months had been, I suppose, acted out in what might have
been called a different dimension of time. In that short period I had lived
through an entirely new kind of experience: the death of my friends,
uncertainty, the background of life being altered. Archie had had an equal

amount of new experience, though in a different field. He had been in the
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middle of death, defeat, retreat, fear. Both of us had lived a large tract on

our own. The result of it was that we met almost as strangers. (II 15)
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Marjorie was intensely patriotic. She followed every events of the
war keenly, and was thrilled by the experiences of her soldier father
and brothers. She was burning to do something to help — to nurse the
wounded, drive a transport wagon, act as secretary to a staff-officer, or
even be telephone operator over in France — anything that would be of
service to her country and allow her to feel that she had played her part,

however small, in the conduct of the Great War. (51)
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“I wish I were old enough to be a V.A.D.!” sighed Marjorie. “I’d love it
better than anything else I can think of. It’s my dream at present.”

“I enjoy it thoroughly,” said Elaine; “though, of course, there’s plenty to
do, and sometimes the Commandant gets ratty over just nothing at all.
Have you St. John’s Ambulance classes at school?”

“They’re going to start next month, and I mean to join. I’ve put my name
down.” (438)
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The competition to get into the hospital (converted from the Town Hall)
and do some nursing had been great. For strictly nursing duties those
chosen first had been mostly the middle-aged, and those considered to
have had some experience of looking after men in illness. Young girls had

not been felt suitable. (11 8-9)
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nursing. I took to it easily, and found it, and have always found it, one of the most
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The next one she sent me into was quite a short one, and I survived. After
that I never had any trouble, though I used sometimes to turn my eyes
away from the original incision with the knife. That was the thing that
upset me — once it was over I could look on quite calmly and be interested.

The truth of it is one gets used to anything. (I 14)
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I remember a young probationer who had been assisting in the theatre and
had been left behind to clear up, and I had helped her take an amputated
leg down to throw into the furnace. It was too much for the child. Then

we cleared up all the mess and the blood together. She was, I think, too
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young and too new to it to have been given that task to do alone so soon.

(I 22)
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Mrs Spragge, General Spragge’s wife, the Mayoress, who had a fine
presence, stepped forward to receive them, fell symbolically on her knees
before the first entrant, a walking case, motioned him to sit down on
his bed, and ceremonially removed his boots for him. The man, I must
say, looked extremely surprised, especially as we soon found out that he
was an epileptic, and not suffering from war wounds of any kind. Why
the haughty lady should suddenly remove his boots in the middle of the

afternoon was more than he could understand. (1 9)
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I went out in the streets quite dazed. There I came upon one of the
most curious sights I had ever seen — indeed I still remember it, almost, I
think with a sense of fear. Everywhere there were women dancing in the
street. English women are not given to dancing in public: it is a reaction
more suitable to Paris and the French. But there they were, laughing,
shouting, shuffling, leaping even, in a sort of wild orgy of pleasure: an
almost brutal enjoyment. It was frightening. One felt that if there had
been any Germans around the women would have advanced upon them
and torn them to pieces. Some of them I suppose were drunk, but all of

them looked it. They reeled, lurched and shouted. (II 51)
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