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The Possibility of Japanese Monolingual Dictionaries give Native User:
— Information in the Practical Use of Japanese —
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Summary :

This paper asks whether general Japanese monolingual dictionaries can give enough usable
information for the practical use of the language, by showing the latest trends in usage. What is
particularly important seems to be information that might help personal communication, such as
the connotations of certain combinations of words in particular contexts or situations.
Dictionaries are certainly trying all sorts of ways to improve their pragmatic information. These
days, however, users, including students, seem not even to notice this, since they are tending

less and less to look words up in dictionaries, whether printed or electronic.
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