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Three Points of Teacher Employment Examinations
-English Skills, the Course of Study, and Teaching Methods-

-

Yoshino Yasuko

Abstract

We have three essential qualifications to be tested for the written examinations
for high school English teachers to be in Japan. They are English language
knowledge and skills, knowledge of the Course of Study, and the idea and practical
ability of teaching methods. It is said the contents of the examinations are shifted to
the teaching profession-first policy by reforming a system of education, but specific
data on these areas are not clear.

This paper surveys and analyzes 25 prefectural Teacher Employment
Examinations currently (2011, 2012) used in Kanto and Kansai regions of Japan. The
results of the survey and analysis suggest that the current Teaching Employment
Examinations used in Kanto and Kansai regions do not place enough emphasis on
testing knowledge of the Course of Study and of knowledge of Teaching methods.
They make a big point of assessing skills like reading comprehension, vocabulary,
rules of compositions, but do not put a high value on critical thinking. The point of
view held throughout this paper is to consider how to evaluate aptitude for English
teachers, and what is appropriate examinations.
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MLEEEEXZLIXOBBREND LD, [THET 5555 X, “Imagine, just
for a moment, that you are the last native speaker of English. No one else you
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(DAccording to the article above, what are the “new English skills”? Point out
at least two skills. @In Kyoto prefectural senior high schools, what kind of
measures do you think are needed to produce people with “new English
skills” as shown in the article? Express your thoughts in 100 to 120 words.
A% TAAEADS R 7 & RE HAD (20114, #gs)lIL)
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DA% %, The author stayed in Japan for seven years in the early 20™
century. During her stay, she made visits to various places in Japan.
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A major criticism made in the 1960s and 1970s of the then current approaches
to language teaching was that they provided students with knowledge of the

target language, but not necessarily with the ability to use this language for
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i. HiE
| 20124EF8 AN

The following is the overall objectives in the new course of study for junior high

schools foreign languages (English). Fill in the blanks with suitable words starting
with the given letters.

To deepen the understanding of languages and cultures through foreign
language learning; to foster a positive (D a ) to attempt communication; and to (@

d ) basic communication abilities in listening, speaking, reading and writing.

i. WA [SiEEEOIR ]
| 20114FF @R R
(] ROSCEE [ E F R0 CPi204E 3 H&5R) | 45 2 mAHRLES 9 st
FFEP SR, ZNE2REICELEZDIOTH L, HALZS#I12, hoO~6)
O () CEYREEEANL, 2720, ththo () AEIPNLTWELELFET
MBH D &

B. In instruction to each grade, consideration should be given to the following

points, with the students’ level of learning taken into account:
(a) Language activities in Grade 1
A certain extent of the W (f ) of communication abilities, such as a @ (p ) attitude
toward communication focusing on speech sounds, is @ (f ) through foreign
language activities in elementary schools. In light of this, language activities should
be @ (c ) out with familiar language-use situation and & (f ) of language taken
into account. At this stage of learning, topics should be taken up that draw on
communication using simple expression taken from students’ own feelings and
everyday events.

A AGEOFEEEZZER L THFEDOIREIIN 2o T, RO X ) B RICEES

L5H0LT 5,

(7) % 1FEIIBIT 5 FilEE)

INFRIZ BT AN ERRGE 2@ L CEFmzfb e Lzas o= r—3 3 XISy
LIEMNGZEBELZEO—EOFEMPERINSL I L 2B E 2. xS0 HYym
REBOBXICEE L-SHEEHZITbES 2 L, TOB. HOOXAFEHbRHOM D
OHERFLREORPLEHAERRZHVWCII 2= r—2a 205 L) ZaiE%
Wy FiFsZ k.



(3) EROE[OER

ERLE. BT oK 20 X912, 1 BEE il FreB iR S o EI A, iifH - WA
DR\, ivEAAR RS THMERER ] 0 4 DOHHEIOH L 720 Eiid, Hheg
BAZHARTIREEHOP DD TH 7% . HEBIOE - 7502 § 2 DL v,
PrerB iR OWET RIS L Tk, B THLWIHZ RO TWb, hEikosy
B LIS, ORRIRME, @IFFERIE, ®REFEROBIRMEDOIETH 5.

(4) ERDEEDEEBH]

(R B B2 omET ] & [FHH - NEOTE | Ol %2 RIZEIT 5,
i, B fREEHOWET M
[20114F 1 SKpRIE |

(] SFREC254E R X 0 S0 S M A Fr B e S iy ERE (BEFE) 13, BT 8 ieasl
HO(FEGEE) LHEL T, EOL ) AP UEIENT VDD, ERYETHZ 320 KD
PR THB L2 3w, 4¥BE REE IRE

iii. FHH - WA
(20127 T - T30 |
(] Answer the following questions (1) and (2) about the Course of Study for
Foreign Languages in Upper Secondary Schools (Senior High Schools) published in
March, 2009.
(1) Choose the most appropriate answer among the four choices for blank [1] in

the following sentence about English Communication I.

Based on general instruction to develop basic communication abilities given in
lower secondary schools, the four areas of language activities should be interlinked
for comprehensive learning, while incorporating appropriate language activities
involving [1] about content heard or read.

1 reading and writing 2 speaking and listening

3 reading and listening 4 speaking and writing

K2 SEERFTEHEZERICEAL TORME
20114F  20124FFF
i HiE L O
it FrEEE IR HOUET M @ L
iii FHH - WA OHER W O® Oo®
v P E TR SR [ A E R L O
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ML TORMTH L, ZNSOWDH 5T IE, 20114E B D 228 T60%-
20124E FE D AR T52% Tdh o 720 FRRTIE. 2011 - 20124E 1 & 4 36% DL Ak -
TWwiz,
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—HEholz0lF, [HENZwR T HHE] T, 20114E8 T 8 DRIk,
20124EFECld, 5 OB SHEL TWb, RICE D -7201F, [FHIFEEMH L %
¥EE A 28] T, 20114EET 5 D ORI, 20124EE T4 DO EANHEL T
Wb, Ihbld, FEREEHO-HEBEAMITIRL, ThE2 T2 LT EH
EICHM XL 0% M) RN TH S, [EHEOIEEZ 2 BHIE] \RNT [{RERZ
R4 B ] 2S9ERIC A7 <, 2011 + 20124EFE & 3 1 RO L h o 72,

(2) FhEERDEFDEEH]
[RBE N Z R 2 M8 ], [E R & R % B U 72 [ S %
EZ2LHHE] O TN FNPHF L, RIZEIT 5,
i. HENEZHDT 5 ME
[ 201240 ILFLE |
(M1 XD (1) @ ICHARGETEZ Lo
(1) “FH24EEED D AR OANEREDIRZEDHH 7= 0 1 R 2. B4 RH & & 5,
ZDRLWIIM D, F 7o, FE O ESIIM A, fERIZEEE,
(2) BRI EER 1 FAEOWEFELZIRE T A L &, SillEE2i7bE s L THEL
YAATRY =N = ¢ 1] /AW B i e

i, [FEIEEE ] & B 7o

| 20114F 1 AR |

(] SPE204F 3 HICE R SN 7/NVERSFEIREEFIC L Y . AERRGE S Hx S
720 SO LEETEZ NI OHFERANOME R Z MY AT I 2 =7 —
Ta VRN OREGEERED 720, PEROFEFREDOEFIIBWTED L) RFEELITH L
Fo b EDH%RTNIEZH D 400U TR L,

iii. APEDOXIEZE 2 5 [H#E
[ 20124E 0 mehkil |
[R] BESEAIAEEI KD (1) 2) DEMZ LT Lz, b3 Edorts LTLn
IIICHBHLEThe TENENIZOVTHARETEZ R S\,
(D TRAE TR ZABHENT 550 EZATT]E V9 DI, The station is a five
minutes’ walk from here. TE W T3 % ]
(2) [HAE [T CURERFENZZTLLEHYD720TT] L) it Twil
appreciate it if you write back to me soon. TEW T3 2%
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i, ST L MO 7
(201148 KBRS - KBl - Bl |

(] SR BRE R CER214E 3 HoR) ORI [ 53k HE AR ORI -
FRANZ Y720 TRIETREFHIH 5 HBEREOEMHFIC Y7 > TRETREFI
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CORESFEZT, EEORELIEMT L, BERNOI/RZT TIZEMF LICL
WAEREDS W BIGEIC. BARIICED X ) BB T CRERIT I /20 T ALK
DIZFFEDOHED T % )T DHDh DDA %2055 EORFETHEIT,

K4 SREZACEL TOEMAE

20114E % 20124
i RN E IR A [WE 3 3
i SRR & 2 A BT A2 3 2
iii EfEOX I % E 2 5 [ 3 4
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(] &% 7= D BB COYFEDREICETHME MY AhD L Lzb, Y0k
BI)MASTE DL BVET 2, ZOHME BN RAHEL2 G0 T, KETHX
s,

3. EE

FRELICH L ToM oG, FEREEEOWNOFEG L DL . 20114FEED
R T60%, 20124E EE D WA TE2% CTH - 720 W T, 2011 « 20124EE & 12
36%DWHH Y, EHEIN TSI LIFEFITKRWAEZLEZ 5, TONFICHELT
X MR T—HFL o700, [MENZmETA2ME] THho7zo TNHIF, Gl
AR T L, BBRRDOLDIEL D bh b Hs, BT 2 R _EHI 2 5 8He
bd Do [FHIREEME L B3 2 AT 2 M8 a4 <, R IREEH
DR WFEIOW H 2 M2 5FEBH 5. L L, [EEOISEE 2 L] 255
DEELZLEE ). 2012FEOFETOMBED X 912, BARNRAFEOEM %2 361D
Hbo IR DERGZ, BMTEL L)1, EHB250E HALLTOEH
250 EFICOVWREZZ E R ) o [RER2 AT L8] 13, 2011-20124FE &
L TIE 1 2OEROITN Lk L BT, LB Lo 7z [HEFEDORIE
*EZAME] & [TBEELMHET 28] k. ERlRBod b MM T, KEE
NUNOBEZRBWMAZ LN TELMETH). 1 KRBORENS XL MEINS
RETIERVES D D

BHUIC

ARTIX. 2011 - 20124FBE D25 i O B BRHFAER (E5h) oM@ %, [HEERE )
(B IR ] [HRED] O OH T S50 - 5L 72

[ FE Tl HEFERENICHE T 22 HRG 2R 5720, (1) BCHM. (2) ifg bk
ik GV A=y (@IFER-FE G)HEEL. 6)FE - A ML A, (1) 2o
7HEICHT . P OEIEE BEED» S5 Lz, TORE. DITO 2 Hdsbiroiz,
1 RHIE, 20114EFE L 20124 BE O O IZIZE D B v E W) T L TH D, 2
FHE BEER - FIEREAS, 28% (7 /25000) 5. 52% (13/2501) (23 L.
—Ji. BT - A P L AMEIZ, 12% (37258000 25, 8% (2/250) LA L7z
CETHDH, YRERRDMEOH T, $TRTOETAI Y o T2 £ XHEO M %
HUMZELY) FF72, S, ) —F 4 Y 7 OEBIIEN TH D EE 2, HIRABR TR
M IIIEWICHETH DL EEZDINOLTH D, EHICHLTIZ, LTo3 Hx D
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