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Effects of Background Knowledge on English Reading Activity
—Teaching of Reading to Japanese College Students (non-English Majors)—
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Fujikami Ryuji

Abstract

Some previous studies have mentioned that using background knowledge can
make it easier for learners to read English stories.

Using background knowledge, the learners are able to continue reading an
English story even if they encounter some words that they do not know. The author
thinks that it is more important to put priority on getting the gist of the entire story
than to suspend the reading activity to check such words with a dictionary every
time. Also, using background knowledge makes it possible for the learners to infer
the meanings of the words they do not know from the context of the story.
Therefore, they can read the story completely from beginning to end without
discontinuation.

This paper discusses and reveals how background knowledge will effectively
work for English reading activity in a college reading class. (The class is composed
of 28 non-English majors.)

The paper will touch upon three points. Firstly, the paper will show how
background knowledge is important for any reading activity, according to previous
studies. Secondly, it will mention how the reading activity was done in the said
English reading class. The actual teaching procedures will also be explained. Finally,
the data are analyzed, and the results are discussed. The results suggest that using
background knowledge is an effective way to enhance students’ positive attitude
toward learning and reading English.
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TWwdo 96, BRBGH LW
HEEDH o TH, RUITETIZHAME
DDHIENRTE Do DV, UK
PHORBTELLV)DIFTT, H
WHRRA KU 2 NI hhrb EA
EAGHPoTEET Do

3. % - FEAORED X UEER
B EHFET 5o

(Bl b ET IS OEKRTIE, corn
BEARW LG TH b, two ears of
corn &2 %o ear 13ED [Hil, &
WCTELMOBDOERTIZ, corn i
WHEHTH 5.)

P [Second Challenge o | WEHERH, BA%E(EL D0 | EEOIEDITRHTIE, [EH(6) ]

() |HEREDEET S DHWTHEZADEET B L b

397 Th %o

JEBA | Third Challenge (% FIDIETH B, ) A=Y T DT

@) |#) zMEsED FAPZDOT, KRR OIF HE

871 o1 BRE I AN, A7) T
PASELCHEARS TS,

HEXHRM>TED LS ITHZELT
WA EERT %o

WEEEZIRT O L WEAITHR LT
X, HARFETEZSESLZ L e,
RA VM WEZHETETwAS
MEIMEDT, 2D L) LAl
B LTI L 2 v,

IO | ARFFOFLOETH
59 | SEBEISNET S

Kil | KEOPEZT L
O |WAH Y — b 2B
T TB

24

B\ | FERT OBRE
D
147
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