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abstract

The manuscripts of "Genji monogatari” attributed to "Kin'eda" belong to
Yamagishi Tokuhei Bibliotheca at the library of Jissen Women's University.
The word of "Kin'eda" would seem to mean the name of a real person in his-
tory, Sanjonishi Kin'eda, who is famous as a classicist and a Waka poet in the
late Muromachi period (roughly corresponding to the first half of the 16th
century). However, it is obvious from bibliographic standpoint that the manu-
scripts were not written in Muromachi period but in the later period: the
middle or latter Edo period (18th or the first half of the 19th century). In
addition, it was shown from the style of calligraphy that the manuscripts
were not copied by Sanjonishi Kin'eda. This study provides radiocarbon ages
of the manuscript by accelerator mass spectrometry (AMS). The cover of the
book had been reinforced with waste paper. The samples for radiocarbon
dating were three fragments of that waste paper. From each fragment,
alpha-cellulose was prepared by chemical treatment. The cellulose was con-
verted into graphite to be used as a target for the Tandetron accelerator
mass spectrometer at Nagoya University Center for Chronological Research.
The measured radiocarbon ages were calibrated into calendar ages with an
empirical equation based on radiocarbon measurement of dendrochronologi-
cally dated tree rings. Calibrated radiocarbon ages ranged from the latter
half of the 17th to the early 19th century; the results are consistent with the
bibliographic information. From both bibliographic research and radiocarbon
dating, it is concluded that the manuscript of "Genji monogatari” was written

in the middle or latter Edo period.
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