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(3)a I was hoping we could intercede without involving him.
b I was hoping you could speak to the vice president.
(4)a I was hoping you could stay. Maybe we could hang out.

b I was hoping you could show it to some of your clients.
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(5) We're wondering if we can pull some things.
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(6) Could we have a minute, sir?
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(7) a May I use your computers?

b Can I have the room, please?
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(8)a Could you have someone bring some Schweppes Bitter Lemon and a copy
of the constitutional order of succession?
b Mr. President, could you point me in the right direction on something?

¢ Would you state your full name, please?
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(9) a Will you open the door?
b Can you open the door?
¢  Would you open the door?
d Could you open the door?
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(10) a Would you mind terribly if I changed the channel to CNN for a minute?
b Would you mind calling C] for me?
¢ Would you mind reading it and then hitting me with a fairway wood?
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(I11)a Hey, sweet mama. You wanted to see me?
b You wanted to see me?
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(12) Seems to me the last time we were here we didn't do well.
(13) Would it be possible to move the press off the church grounds?
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i (1) a Mind if I split some water with you?

b Good evening, sir. Mind if I take a quick look?
ZNEN, RIKMEDS KRB, BT DA R 35 5656,
ii West Wing\JIZRDXH % B1b Hoh o7z,
(2) a You don't mind if I change everything?
b You mind if I talk to you while we walk?
INOIE— BN RERMSOEX XD, TEEPMKRTTEE256N5,
iii WEELHNTTEIZRITHNIRDE LD,
(3) A:Did you want me?
B: Yes, I hoped you would give me a hand with the painting.
(Leech (1987%15))

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to clarify the relationship between the ellipsis of personal

subjects and the politeness in English. I will clarify that it is impossible for the

politeness to omit the subject of the personal pronoun in English.

My analysis is based on the concept of the objective construal in English. I apply

the idea to the analysis of the ellipsis of personal subjects in the conversation between

the speaker and the hearer.



