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A Study on Strategies of Young Children Constructing Cubes
- Focusing on the Influence of Play Environment on Young children -

Satoshi WATANABE

Department of Human Sciences and Arts, Jissen Women's University

I have installed geometric toys in nursery schools for three years. Every year, we observed
how five-years-old children play with geometric toys and studied the strategy of the construction
of cubes by individuals, before and after observation. Three strategies were observed in the
construction of cubes. The first one is a strategy that involves the construction of cubes using three
visible sides, while the second one is a strategy that constructs parallel sides and the third one
is a strategy that constructs them from a flat pattern. For both children who played well and did
not play with geometric toys, development was observed in the strategies of constructing cubes.
Rich, individual experience and the experience of observing friends playing with geometric toys
developed the ability of young children to construct cubes.
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