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Abstract :

Vocabulary building is necessary. Japanese college students should develop their vocabulary
in use because it is directly linked to the proficiency in the Japanese Language. Unfortunately
it has been noted that the proficiency of Japanese college students in the mother tongue
is decreasing. The paper will explore how students deal with unknown words and how
dictionaries provide useful information by conducting several surveys. Although less and less
people use paper dictionaries or portable electrical dictionaries these days, we may able to
expect the possibilities of online dictionaries accessed via smartphones. They can use such

dictionaries more effectively after a certain amount of instructions.
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