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...“I know too well my duty to my father to remonstrate against any action of his, though in
secret I may dread the consequence; but as I am your brother, and your elder, I may presume to
give my opinion; may it not be prophetic! We have no right to invade the country of another,
and I fear invaders will always meet a curse....for our God is just, and will weigh our actions in

a just scale.” (37)
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“...We know you not, and have never offended you; why then have you taken possession of our
lands, ate our fruits, and made our countrymen prisoners? Had you no lands of your own? Why

did you not ask? We would have you given some....” (38)
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My tawny complexion, and the oddity of my dress, attracted every one’s attention for my mother
used to dress me in a kind of mixed habit, neither perfectly in the Indian, nor yet in the European
taste, either of fine white linen, or a rich silk. I never wore a cap; but my lank black hair was
adorned with diamonds and flowers....My arms were also adorned with strings of diamonds, and

one of the same kind surrounded my waist. (49)
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There was one circumstance attending my education, whilst under my uncle’s tuition, that in
justice to his memory, I ought not to omit, the religious part; and in this he was as methodical
and exact as though I had been to be a divine; nor did he inculcate religion as a mere science;
but in such a warmth and affecting manner, that whilst his lectures convinced the understanding,
they converted the heart, and made me love and know religion at the same time. The happy
effects of his pious instructions I have experienced throughout my life; and indeed in one part
of it they were not only of the greatest comfort to me, but of the highest use, as will appear

hereafter. (52)
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I had no sooner made my fixed determination to retire to this place, but a very strange thought
arose in my mind. It was nothing less than this, to ascend into the hollow idol, speak to the
Indians from thence, and endeavor to convert them from their idolatry. A bold attempt! Not
rashly to be undertaken. I weighed this for several days in my mind....I further strengthened my
resolution with this reflection, that an attempt to teach the knowledge of the true God to those

who know him not, was laudable, and might not want a providential sanction. (83-4)
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The use, I say, I made of the young priests was to teach the children, and young people, the
Church of England’s catechism: for as I had found a Common Prayer Book, among the few
books that were in my chest, I translated the catechism into the Indian tongue, with a short and
plain comment upon it; this I taught the priests to read, who afterwards made the children get it
by heart. And as I had a Bible, I, at my leisure, translated that also, beginning with the plainest
parts first, till I had finished the whole. (118-9)
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“As I was well acquainted with the manners of the Indians, I adapted my discourse to their own way of
reasoning, and avoided all such terms, and modes of speech, as are intelligible only to Europeans” (107)
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“We should,” continued he, “be often inculcating upon our minds the truths we know, and
they will become fixed. We should often rebuke, advise, and console ourselves, and we shall
become better man, more prudent, and more contented.” I was so strongly convinced of the
reasonableness and utility of this practice that I adopted it. And according to his further advice,
used to talk myself aloud, as the occasion required, as I would to another; and that with all the
force of argument, vehemence, and energy of expression I could, or as the nature of the subject
required....On these occasions, it was always my custom to imagine myself that my uncle was
speaking to me; this I thought, as it were, inspired me, and gave an energy to my words, strength

to my arguments, and commanded my attention. (69)
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