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" THE IMPORTANCE OF BEINGt ERNEST2,
The eclipse of Mr George Alexander's fortunes at the
                                     To the delicate,St. James's Theatie has been verr.yr b                                rlef.
but unhappily obscure comedy of Mr. Henry James has
suceeeded a piece of delightful nonsense by Mr.                                              Oscar
                                        can be noNVilde In this case, at all events, there
quarrel between Mr. Wilde and lns ciitics about h]s
                                       emg Ernest "di'amaticpsycholog3r, for " The Importanee of B
is pure farce, and offers no problem whatever to the
                                       aygoer. The                              average pl          analytic mmd of the
          author has very. adioitly provided fun for

 people who laugh easily and for people who
          are more fastidious It ig not everybody
          who, having been told that the he!o was
          found when a baby m a black bag m a
           eloak-Toom at a railway-station, is eager
           to see the bag. On the other hand,
                                     not fully giasp           there are humomsts who do
           this entertainmg idea till the bag is presente(1
           to therr gaze, with the mitnc ls of the gos erness
                                  ie baby into tlns           who madvertently put tl

OSCAR WILDE,S NESV
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  ii THE ILLUSTRATED LONDON MiWS, ApRn, 29, 1893.

   - -L tt7.".- T-L -.t -"          THE I,ADIES, COLUMN.
                 BY MRS. FENWICK-M [LLER.
   There are two theatres-the Haymarket and the Lveeum--
   at Fhich, on "first nights," there is always to be found
   a distinguished and interesting audience. Mrs. OscarWilde
   had the stage box of the Ha:rmarket, on Apnl 19, wit•h Mr,
   Arthur Baifour, M.P,, and Mr, Burne-Jones. Lord Wol-
   verton, Baron Ferdinand de Rothschild, and Sir E. Clarke,
   SL•C•, ogcupiedotherboxes, LadyRandolph Chui'chill, who
   is commg to the front again as well ,fts her huEband
                                                     '   Fat near Lady Granby in the stalls; Lady Randolph wore
,3 m her hair an aigrette set g.o near thetr'ont as to produce

gk/•ii'ilige,/tiii/l,ylii/1,tlkilleK,ielliwlLl/ilZ,1{i'il'l,,n,tdr/tffg.ISI!Slklilibll\•,xslk'i/e:Yli,ie//ISelea,"'i/grigik•IX,li,Xe,,/iiiiipla.,'S•:'.eslilit'il'i,'li'rS'e

i.M,.kir`

i/"ig,M.i,5,,i,;flii,o/pa.lsg,ft?,`teh8.gOi,iv."eks{tlililiXIIli,cg.'{i•2egsPile,kd,ey.,?'ljeierlae.ot,,,eig

          . ., -A.)
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i THE ILLUSTRA,IEED LONDON MiWS, A?Rm 29, 1893.

- u Tmrm T-L-        THE LADIES, COLUMN.
               BY MRS. FENwrCK-M [LI,ER.
There are two theatres-the Haymarket and the Lyeeum--
at Fhich, on "fust nights," there is alwa:s to 5e found
a distinguished and interesting audience. Mrs. Oscar"'ilde
had the stage box of the HatyTmarket, on Apnl 19, with Mr,
uSrthur Balfour, M.P,, and Mr. Burne-Jones. IJord Wol-
verton, Baron Ferdinand de Rothschild, and Sir E. Clarke
!gL•C•,ogeupiedotherboxes, LadyRandolphehurchi11,wh6
is commg to the front cftgain as well ,fts her husband,
Fat near Itady Granby in the stalls; Laay Randolph wore
m her hair an aigrette set q.o near thelr'ont as to produce

g,Eall,/1/ii/Sp/i/ltltilre#,i•l:,,lj.i.iO//k/,,l,2,l//:e,,Shee,b#•,isli•i/ei`$,ie/Blill/n////Xi,//Fii,$e,x,/l'p//1/I,"ii'li/it'k:,l.li/if

kh,e,?gOuWdi.ge;Sel'ks`hiaitsi,S,aaEÅíi,t$•:,cre8SnZSgs8,S,,iti,g.S:hse.M,,Slg,`:eeeit2aaj

      ,.,2.Vgiikd,:\,///llÅíN,l#'/gePxe/e'g,,W,ig,geX,s,ÅéW,gh,g:ee#//.C":,,"i,XltlS:,/Sl/g•
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" gm wagurarv of gmg Suruorrtaitce"

               BY W. MOY THOMAS
    To say that the most stirring situation in Mr. Oscar Wilde's
            the HAyMARKET is one of the most familiar common-) new play at
  places of the French stage, is only to say that the author of A
  Woman         of No Jrr,Porlance adheres to the opinion that he is under-
  stood to entertain on the subject of dramatic invention. " Let me
  see," said a spectator in the stalls to his neighbour, on the first
  night, "in Nsl a brench melodrama is it that vve have a mother who
  stays the upif.ed arm of her illegitimate son by exclaiming
  -` Hold,           Henri, he is your father'?"                                        The answer was,
  "Ask, rather, in what French melodrama is it not?" The
  sarcasm, however, would be lost on Mr. Wilde, who, so far frorn
  fe.aring the charge of poverty of invention, will go out of
  his way to show hia contempt for ingenuity                                               of                                                  design
  by dipping for his materials in the very oldest " bag of tricks " of
  the hack playwright. As the great cook is not he who can delight
  with choice           viands, but rather the geniusof the kitchen who knows
  how to make a ragout of shoe-leather which shall be appetising and
  nutritious, it may be allowed that there is some truth in Mr. Wilde's
  alleged theories. It is certain that many a play has afforded
  pleasure         in spite of aR intrigue that is destitute of novelty or even
  ofplausibility. Clevercharacterisation, brilliantdialogue, shrewd
  satire, human relations that throw a sudden light on the problems
  of life and the philosophy of society, may, it is clear, go very far to
  console us for a threadbare theme. The story of "lovely woman "
  who      "stoops to folly " was certainly not told to the world for the
  first time              the two grey volumes of Goldsmith's immortal prose         when
  idyll fi.rEt issued from Mr. Newberry's shop. It was assuredly not
  unf    amiliar to the audiences who more than a                                       hundred years later
  have "ept tears both of pity and delight over the performance of
  ILVI.iss Ellen Terry ]n Mr. Wills's beautiful play.                                           So Mr. Wilde's
  triangular scene of the furious son, G                               erald Arbuthnot, in the person
 of Mr. F. Terry, about to slay the profiigate Lord Illingworth for
 an insult offere             d to the pretty American girl, Hester Worsley, and
  the terrified mother who invofuntarily betrays the secret of her life
  in her anxiety to arrest her son's avenging h                                     and, together with much
 else in h        is play that seems wilfully conventional and insincere, might
  be accep{ed in the presence of qualities which demand powers of a
 higher kind than mere Scribean ingenuity of intrigue. But, un-
               Wildehasdone Iittle more than suggest a noble fortunately, iXIr.
 theme and garnish it with cynical epigrams which, regarded as mere
 exercisesofwit and sprightly fancy, are not always-I may even
ewt notoften--worth of raise. '

gdli,b//$ifiiii,f,h

/kf:.p

lpflhige,,:ik,,P}dsfih/l\,ee/sMemiI,/i,X•ipl.k:IPgi//?Y,ik•S'

   on one occasion upon a vehement tirade in which she
   t,.Ox"iliia`e,e."p,lllke,a'ikaa."t,h,e,iig'e`//.ee:e,W,,i;,e,i,nll/2"gg?YhSgh,;far'ira,,,ik,io,\as,,W.,,?Y.h,otihp,"/-t

   moral. Iessons which lurk in most piesentments of human life
   wheiein the confiict of passions and of interests is followed to its
   natural issues. in the end, the machinery of the dramatist seems
   111/.i,1/'ii'/lli,,;lei,:`!•11'/1'/1'.h:hiljhi.isiillrl'iM'i,/1,!h:O:':',fa.?•,/iie:`i•Itliig,'leg,is'i,;r,",/r,si/iditg,li.Bgi,liO,ril'11/lljS,Flil.i•//;.g'e

   of mother and son. Among these is the deep emotion of the
   ,M.,?l,h,edr,h,fi,"e.iel.pgr,8',a,ye.d.,b,y,,M,Est.lig,rngr,d..B.2e,r,ef.w.h.e,n;,h,a,vlgg

   interp.olates the :emark that the lady who fled from her                                                home with
   i,h,se7ikiiekmi,dx,eo2,ll'illgM,,Z,,"h,elt`..CoO.r"i.Pt:h,,g,g,eh,i'g,eg'ttted",f.nag,:,.tngn:v,eg.tfg,.'gLi.'h2e.:p.iiali

   R•,rg52fi2,tRe,El},gv,e,n..ag,zLnsiki\h,gf}lr:,s.o,f,a..L,gld,,i.iik\g,w.o.2t,?,•,a,n?.th.a,ts';

//1,,P

,l,:Ll"" ,li,ih'idq'$,lih\,fljb,'i'd,lli1,,',,,11khi/Åéh#i$difi,/ifimll,lll'd/:,#,:#/i•\,i,;.\,i,iyl,lii•I/S'

  epigiams that will be best remembered.

.Ae

gmtill,i/f•li':,ge,lejefhk"ii,,s":.,leS,b:.ni`8,9pf,9.t%S/1.!aj(,';,:Ti/esijs:'kglii.'iit,ia.ol"X,tlltiitli,gf,:,,ee,

  the Brummellian maxim that "a well-tied tie is the first serio"s
i/Sn"`.,11k'x/ihif/s//i.,IOIj,lih[.lie/s,til/in/\,i,/I•?I/14'iii,llll'ili//II"li•lg/?,,io•/$,lkli`•,ljr/liri,i/iPgl/,•lki.ili.I,/leli"11i-,-'imlg.113.iO/i"l•

 are absolutely true." "The man who can dominate a London

dinn.er-table can dominate the world." "At London dinner.
:/aia.gkiitili,,6.ii.Sg':"k,es,2"e.i,/P,"a8.stg",etiite,g,tlli,/..ean,x,ga///•d•,o/•,`Sa\,:S/td:as./tyge;,i.iega,,g.g-/p,,l":.:

man is the sort of man who admires innocence; a bad woman the
sort of,}voman aman never gets tirecl of." " Nothing succeeds like
        r.hese s.ayings, together svith many more of the kind, con-excess.
ff,le/M",ke,tl'lis,/t,Og"hie],/"'iSi/itTi/,,b"':,agtllin[.i.,T:f,,gt/g./6-,tR.5,e,:h,lffYrii-S,i:,1.ta2,uqgUi2,:,"geg.

------------•--,,

,

HAYMARKET THH./).A,.T.RBE,.,;;:..kfip.?.e.e,..and Manager, Mr•

                 EVERY EVENING at 83o,
          A WOMAN OF NO IMPORTANCE.
Mll,l/E'ifi.:o,d,loM..tLi,'.lilE"fu',gi.E'is2,I".i'lta'.B"NIi}eOsF"CMa'M.lll'!s#ddRko...,,L,efai;rcft,.M,tig,L,e,,T.h,`f.r.e;

.,e,o,x,',o,m..ce.(MIY•ALTevlelSt/"nE)oTpOei?oAtXsaa"nddeYoEiRo.YsSeAatT,UmRayDbeA18ook.db,1,tt.,

                                HAYMARKET THEATRE.

#

   AYMARKET.-IIR, WALTjER and MR. MORELL, MEH.ERy"N.i.D.E.".L,.H,,U.SB.".A,lqg;,1,V.O.S.C.".&"Ii,ilk,.?,rp•EVERYEVENrNG,ats.3o.]

  Box OMee (Mr. Iteverton),10 til1 5. Sole Lessee, MR. TREE. EALYM

-
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HAYMARKET THH,/).A..T.RBE,.,;;:..kfif.?,e.e.,.and Manager, Mr•

            EVERY EVENING at 8.3o,
       A WOMAN OF NO IMPORTANTCE.
.MM;?g,'

fi.:o,d,f.M..{.S,'.IIIjefu',gi.['Bg2,'.".lha'.B""ll}i.Os?S";l'IIM.IIi'IslgdJelo..,,.L,efilffcft•,.M,tig,L,e,,T.hif.r.e;

.,fi,o,x,',o,m..ce.(MIYI.ALTevlelllt/"nE)oTpeOn'?oAtXsaa"nddeYoE:Ro.YsSeAatT,UmRayDill5}8ookedb,lett,,

                        HAYMARKET 'rHEATRE.
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'1-.{A.Y.}{.A.R.'.Åq.E.Tsi.-.ki.R,g,lgY,,A.IIIi•elfiIER..gn.d..asgeir.M.ÅífuR.E,If,lk.•,,M.a.'.a.gtf}gsE

EVERY WEDNESDAY and SATURDAY, at 2.30.
 Box Othce (Mr. Leverton), 10 til1 5. Sole Lessee, MR. TREE. EALYMAIRKET.
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  227 i

        ,

Lew" --z

Tlil3"eeEh'bgMoP,Offr'."GNeoCrgeOAigxjlgJrNsGf'orE,II}el,EStT{il',

' St. James's Theatre has been very brief. To the delicate,
  but unhappily obscure eomedy of Mr. Henry James has
  succeeded a piece of delightful nonsense by M]r. Osoar
                                          can be no  Wilde. In this case, at all events, there
  quhrrel between Mr. Wilde and his eritics about his
  dramaticPsychology, for " The Importance of Being Emest "
  is pure faree, and offers no problem Whatever to the
                                                 I:he                                average playgoer.            analytic mind of the
            author has very a(ii'oitly pro.vided fun for
-----------

de.t t tir

people who laugh easily and for people who
are more fastidious, It i$ not everÅr'body
who, having been told that the hero was
found when a baby in a black bag in a

 cloak-Toom at a railway-station, is eager
 to 'Sed the bag. On the other hand,
 there dre' humorists who do not fu11: grasp
i
 .this•entertaining idea till the bag is prese.nte(1
 to their gaze, with the initials of the governess
 who inadvertently put the baby mto. tlns
          by mistake for the manuscript of receptacle
                   . So when Mr. Alexander a three-volume novel
 is heard ransacking a box-room, and when he

gg.gpg,%".i',s,,w,igh,ghe.b.Rg.}Viai,',•e.ie..`ei,CfiSA,,b,ig%h.,

 the dehght in a certain part of the theatro
  n.o,gs.fto.,b,3un,d,s•,,gegg,igtytsigLa,y.'g,o,e.rs,a,;e.

                              , who points Alexander and Miss Rose IJeclereq
 out t)o him that a suitor for her daughter's
 hand cannot expeet that young lady to marr}r
                                 succeg. sfv1                           most into a cloak-room. The
 situation in the faree is t•he a})earance
    -va. '' -.t . -.U -. . ...tL-. ..t ;..lti.=.mbt '.'
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' Illustrations."

ia'E

"
a bachelor s
    a fantasv the maxims whicsuch
sueh ease froin a rather famil
merit, are thoroughly a

li,,1].Y[r.lh,,,i.•g,l•iihll/l{/k,,d/llli,,i`Bl.ii/il#blgg,/\",,ll',t,/tg,S"tg,,ti,/i•ia/i,

 ivatw "ryiM Iilll

           t homiea.i' 1)attern, if not all of ex!.ul

;

.
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SEPTEMBER,1890.

  Mr. Oscar
ÅqR/.dgobunlr' ,,}iant paper on " [E]1ie true function of criticism

quote a few as samples of the Wisdom of Wilde :---
  Ali Art is immor.i[l
the aim of Art,
of 1.ife and of that practicaa organization
soelety.

-

:gr g'et,:tmp.tle.ag,'t,.to.,h,ml'Og"innOt:.tl}ilJ,fttdhO.an.yt.,ljain,.a.t,allanX:hlge

.be
.}off,gu'.to.""gtFhsephaert..S.Ve.tihiM.M.O'alT'hgOi,•:ac/i,onA,xf.ev,erm.ry,,ki,n,g

tniiSts1 e.oSnureseelfWauYseOffulllMOwing nothing about life is te`try and ,i

anA•3delidSt} linIift is not dai)gerous is anworthy of being calied i'

inltpi,.epX,aÅí, j`IYdgbe. lfll}.2t? a'M"n camiot do a-tJiing that•he is i

i  THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. 2s. 6d.
 A ?ri Tate Soldier on the PriN,ate Soldieis
   Wrongs. ARTHua V. PAI,tVER.
 Mutual Aid at iK)ng Animals. ,
                Prince KRApoTmN.
 How Art Kavansgh Fought Riehard the
 BeKh'm"n5'thesce.g}l:•e.HEO.n,'lighMipL.Yi•liA.,W.iESS'

           The late NAssAu W. SEMOR.
 A ?ompeii for the [I]wenty-ninth Century
             By FREDERIc HARRrsoN.
 ATneri(nn Railways and British Farmers.
                 J. STEpmsN JEstws.
 BionofSmyrrrist. W.MoRnoNFuzmRToN.
 Water in Australian Ssharas.
             The Hon. r. A. BRAssEy.
 On Critieism: with some Remarks vn the
                  rsthmg. (Con-           of Doing   Imp()'tance

THE OBMIER DICTA OE IU]R. OSCAR wtILDE.
   Wilde, in the coneluding part of his long

                                   of italicizes his most characteristic sayings. I

        ,for emotion for the sake of emotion is
    and emotion for the sake of action is the aim
                       of life that we caJl

         FEBRUA.RY, 1891.: f
         l         L roRTNIGHTLY REVIEW. 2e.ed.
                      Febrtmy.

,,,:/[e/aSallslni,..rl'/ma-s"-Ce,,,/'.T,,.,,.,sT.'e./,!.,B$,s}"i.',,,,/Filll.I•.k'$.h.i

'
i,sillllilkfi,:ny,tll'li/s•//Vtl'ilillllllliilllliillllilliliilllllllllliliiiiill///'ilgV..iO/W,i"',X•Xol'"-wt,ili"l3e;':•fsn:OS•/A':oige//lts."iCtll'IIts'1\'/Srot,i,///',at,h/..irs•,?z/g.gs,g:gt,

111i"illeiii•

'7iNx]i(i,,

   christianity:- Marlborough, mterpreter of
   g,,Viw.tt,n,t9W,o,vl,grl,X'kla'fk,',r.a:#Srk,rv,Åé/6,i'/ke,e:,:g,e,Vxer,,mti.a,:eg.sP,•Oys.`tBal.e,.2fhY.hsZ•R,'hsl`hgal,,

,lh$li/"iliS.O(}lk,:.li's,,'X'/11dilAlill/liliiill.ilill.i,W/s,,/i.l/l/ll,,/iil:li,'#',li.tdiki,iSlym/wig•W/Åéh/E.'/ljlgllhi,/},g'

.7'-'`- .--"--------"'--"----

57
.za,s,mFo

..:tdnki:.:t,L'tE:?t"i-`ude--"-
,/ix9r"t//li/illliiil]lillli ]IIII"lllill[;Ilalp,m.a,n,,a.na'HaliJuiy"-2sny6d-tg

                                 -M-,JOsc-atwilde'b
   furnisheg six "Peemg in' prose," sliorC narratives in the
   style of Åíhe Oriental legend, with suggestions ethical and
 ,' religious, which are more mysterious than siectificant. I
 . 'Lord Farrer eriticises vigorouslycertainviewgof'iMr.Reed l
  e on the Silver Question, and elicits spirited rejoinders ':
   fbom Mr. Moreton Frewen, Professor NiehQlson, and ;S

   Mr•EJ.Ilaraday. --." . • L
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pRoDUCTION OF MR, OSCAR WILDE'S NEW PLAY, "A WOMAN OF NO IMPORTANCE,,, AT THE HAYMARKET
Mrs, Arbuthnot (Mrs. Bernard Beere), in reply to the taunts of Lord Illingworth (Mr• Beerbohrrx-Tree), strikes him across the face with his gloves--,Aer
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SEPTEMBER,1890.
I  THE NINETEENTH CENTURY. 2s. 6d.
 A PriiTate Soldier on the Priv,atte Soldier's
   Wrongs. ARTHiJR V. PAL.MER.
 Mutual Aid a! aong Animals.
                  Prince KRApoTMN.
 Hbw Art Kavanagh Fought Richard the
 BeKh'in"g'thescentthie.HEO.ng'liE,hMipL.YiikXIIY.LESS'

            The late NAssAu W. SEMoR.
 A Pompeii for the [I)wenty-nintb Century.
               By FREDERIc HARRrsON.
 American Railways and British Fnrmers.
                   J. STEpHEN JEILI)/"'S.
 BionofSm}Trna. W.MoRToNF'uLLERTON.
 Water in Australian Saharas.
              The Hon. T. A. BRAssEy.
 On Criticism: w'ith some Remarks vn tbe
   Impo"tance of Doing r'othing. (Con-
 . -c"ILu!died.",)-"rm.- r-..-. .....r Q-s.CAR-WiLi}rp..
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        THE OBITER DIorrA OF lifR. OSCAR WILDE.
gNk'illar5u//:,tiitSg.#tE..E,l'llt/?.edg,eStdi,`s:,*,E,3.,20i,;",Ieasu,/i,n',!,i}o/i,',12t{sc:,;,itP/Åé,?s,ili02gi

g.g,:ie",r.X,.,m,"gr..ta'S21rllli.iinO,E,a/r.m,fg,:re[1\l,fO,3,i;th,zfsi•3!:,ieo,fS,Z,5,tii,o06i.sll}li.l2'02n,i,i,dS

m.osr,'e:t ,eeM,ac,,Sta,'t,ue,Oh,IO,"innOt:,th.a.t,itqO-,dhO.aee,eigi,ing.t,aiabi,s:,hg

.be
.iY.e

.
,l,'gt."."ggg?,e,h9gl,Ei.V2.i:•,M,.Oradihgoal•ftc/i,on.,o,f.ev,2.fiy,,ki,\d.

.,IEIke.S.ur,,e,iWta.Y,,Offulk. nOWing nothing about life is to'try and

anA.illdeiadeaat lfli/llt iS nOt dangerous is unworthy of being ca[lled

 ih:tpi,oepXe?/1.IYdgbeeCoaf"iSte. iman cannot do a thing that.he is
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    !l!he Road to soeial ?SeaireeH.ii[NRV PerTgNG.E.,,
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  I65 The soui of ]sdan under sWoeriaU/"Xisth)f ARCHER'

-t.-N ---------pt-.H-nv-.-H--.sOSCARWII,PE.
/il,ll,ee,ei,E,lie/,iilM/l.a/Sl,iO/:h'iigOllEi\e;LitDliE'e,",i.ljailli/hlicljl)11ffl,ll,'".,illollifillk'1..h/.sl"syi'ge.g/iti/\/,,

p,z.6,tdi,,it2,llok,lshfi,ktft,'{'fk,',i,a:#Sgi,g/ril/k/&2'g,e,Vi,:-l.gh,ieg.gPgl/ytSie.?hgh?seg?,\X•hq,2,};,9
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s ' i futinishes six"poems in prose7' shor{ narratives in the
t 2, style of the Oriental legend,,with guggegbions•ethieal and
l?•llPI6ilj':'tt"Srgr,t,i2ctsi't,ic//grge2,I•ll.iOgeegMksXXge.g"/1/7,"iSn,tS,Rigil[,IsoSi,{l,21./lg,.Rca,%ntr,

i l'.IX'\OPF.\Si .M,.Odre.toy." Fre'`I9'E:n, Professor Yieholson,, and

  L-..k. .-... . -.
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         "A PLAY OF NO IMPORTANCE."
  rF I had to sum up A Moman of fy'o l7mportanee in three
words I should describe it as Christy Minstrelism crystallised.

Mr. Oscar Wilde's methods are more polished than thoseJof
Mr. George 'VSrashington Moore, and mQre authoritative, bpt that

is all. It is impossible to regard the Haymarket entertainment
as a play. The characters are so many names for .a single
personality-the anthor himself. They have been wonnd up
and they go off seattering tit-bits mpch in the same tone, and

all at the same tension. Instead of being called Lord Illing-
worth, Mrs. Allonby, Hester Worsley, and' so on, they rnight
more properly be labelled Osear Wilde 1, 2, 3, &c. I speak svith

referenee, of course, to what they say, not to what they do}
which is indeed quite a subordinate matter in presence of the
all assertive dialogue. No doubt this dialogue is a success. It

is creditable alike to Mr. IVilde's wide reading, to his imagina-

tion, an(l to his ingenttity. It abounds with epi.fnrams, some

of wl)icli are fresh, and all of which• come as surprises to ,
those xs'ho have no' t read, and with paradoxes whieh have at
least the meri.t of audacity. It al)peals with special force to a

                            generation which is not

2.

7ti,i-7

   -nyZZ?.ta.va-

 t).l.;ll...

  {f.et--

epigram. There is very little dramatie

of No Iml)ortanoe, and but a
will be recognised as familiar effeets.

temptuons refusal of the woman
to marry her betrayer; an(l the
parentage to the sen who is about
many variations haye btien played

'

   literary -• which ignores
   Bulwer Lytton and has not
   dipped into the French
   novelists of the Restoration

   period. The opinions, and
   way of expressing them,
   of. Lord Illingworth and
   Mrs. Allonby do not come

   with so much surprise
   to those who remember the'

   Rastagnaes and de Marsays

   of La Vie Parisienne.
   However, Mr. Wilde must
   not be deniecl a large
   amount of originality. If
   there are times when he
   gives us tnlisms in a
   new form, there are others
   when h6'' elaborates a
   happy thought of his
   own. And others againnt
   when the idea is not very
   happy---a direct proof that

   he hssexercised his inven-
   tion. It could be wished
   that he had found a plot
   as easily as he has found
       interest in A Mo7nan
  couple of incidents--whieh
        These are the eon-
    who has been wronged
    sudden revelation of 1iis
   to strike his father. How
  upon this kind of situation

from Felix .Erolt to the aontsg Droslntigues. "Would you
kill the father of your children?" shrieks the false wife in
Balzac'stnovelette, as her aggrieved husband is about to slay
her lover. !I]he pQsition is not more extravagant than that in

A Moman of INro lmpmnce when GeraldArbuthnot is about to
murder Lord Illin.qworth beeause he has kissed Miss Worsley !
The very feeble story in whieh Mr. Wilde's automata show their
insincerity and artificiality by talking on a " society " level, and

behaving on a level of fiction for ladies' maids---is soon told.

Lord 111ingworth has betrayed:a trusting person, who novv devqtes

herself to deeds of eharity and the care of her beloved son, The

young gelntleman at nineteen has fa11en rnadly in love with an

Ameriean'•heiress of Puritanigal prineiples. But he has'no
money, arid although, for.p Pnritan, the fair stranger gives him

obvious eneouragement, he does not hope. Hosvever, he is
offered a secretaryship by Lord IIIingworth, who has taken a

fancy to him, and his future looks brighter. When his
mother, Mrs. Arbuthnot, discovers theat Lord 111ingworth was
her betrayer, and that consequently he is the father of his
protegee, she "'ould fain counteract his influence. But even
though she tells Gerald her own history as that of another
deceived woman, her efforts are vain.` Her boy says that the
woman must have been as bad as the man, and that, at all
events, Lord Illingworth is a very good fellow at present.
consequently, when his lordship insists upon keeping the youth,

and reminds the mother that Gerald wi11 be her "judge---as well
' g-s h' er son " if the truth of her past is known, Mrs. Arbttthnot

agrees to keep 'it segret still• Her resolve is confirmed,by the

very strong moral utterances of the American beauty,                                          who is so
innocent, and'  yet so decided upon things in                                    general. Every-
body ought to snffer in a case like this, she tells Mrs. Arbuthnot,

who asks her opinion; the father should suffer, the mother
should suffer, the children also should suffer, when there are

any. Unfortunately for Mis. Arbuthnot's secret Mrs. Allonby,

an extremelybold young person, who seems capable of anything
exeept a'motive, has goaded Lord Illingworth into promising to

kiss the Puritan. He does so,• and'she enters shrieking; she
has been insulted, disgraced. Her boy lover, whom nothing
else eould eonvince of Illingworth's baseness, is sure of it at

last. "I will kill him," he cries-for the kiss only, be it
remembered-and apparently he wopl.fli do so but tha"t Mrs.
                     surprise inbervenes with "No-he isArbuthnot to everybody's
yourfatherl" So theeurtain fa11s on the third act. In the
fourth act the pretty Puritah, now that she k.nows Mrs.
Arbuthnot and means to marry Gerald come what may, with-
draws all her unkind words about sinning women, an.d takes
the mother and the boy to her home in the new. yvorla. They

marry very young over there sometimes. Before leaving
England Mrs. Arbuthnot rejecbs, with a smack of a glove, a
not very gracefully conveyed offer of reparation from Lord
Illingnomh. She refers to him later as "a rnan of no import-

qnce," which balances the "woman of no importanee," his
earlier description of her. Besides the wildly brilliant Mrs.

Allonby, who, Itake it, is intendecl to emphasise by eontTast
the prim preacher Hester, there are Lady Hunstanton, Lady

             A

Caroline 1'ontefract, and La{ly Sttitfiela-Mr. Wilde is foncl
en6ug' h of titles to be made a County Councillor. These ladies

all talk epigram or paradox, an,d the last isafool. Sir John
I'ontefract is introduced as a foil to his masterful wife, and

there is a Mr. Kaevil, M.P., who, having no epigrams, goes for
little. Mr. Wilde possibly wished to make him natu,ral, but
1ias only made hiin commonplace. 1'hese minor characters lead
to nothing; they are useful to get out the dialogtie b"t have no

otl)er purpose. 'i'1ie acting is as goocl generally as it c.an be

uncler the circumsttuices. A[v. Tree is alsvays svorth seeing in

eomedy, ahd is interesting as IllingNyorth ; but it is a pai't

which allow' s of no subtlety and very little individuality. It is

very much in one key of passionless cynicism. Mrs. Tree
rattles through the wil(1 talk of Mrs. Allonby ; Miss Rose
Leclercq gives point to the worl(lly "wisdom" of the hogtess
Lady Hunstanton, a modified Mrs. Niekleby ; and her down-
right friencl Lady Caroline Pontefvaet spe.aks with emphasis
throu' gh Miss Le Thiere. Miss Horloere lisps the gushing
nothings of Lady Stutfield; asIr, Allen agsists with copious
pantomime the oratorical
nothings of rv!r. Keevii;

Mr. Ilemble is an arch-
deacon whose business is

to be shocked by Mrs.
Allonby. The Mrs. Ar-
buthnot, the deceived
mother, is Mrs. Bernard

Beere, "'ho, 1ike Mr.
Tree, suffers a great dea1

from the elever talk
aroundher. Both char-
acters seem to be involved

inaweb of epigram, or
what not, which rarely
allows fhe emotions to

work through. The.in-
consistent Puritan, Hes-

terWorsley, enables Miss
Neilson to look pretty,

and, like the other
ladies, to dress delight-

fully. Her principal
duty is to speak a
homily. It isnotbadly
spoken,' but it seems
inco;ngrinous and out of

place. One •ftsks one'g•

self why is this young

worths? The part too
if theve had been any
is not, we should not be

nineteen.. Hester is a
Miss 'Neilson can be
it, and the same rnay

de/ve

-
zt)År.

fltK?(i !!l!n

   7,2-.' - -s

tL.Z...l

                   girl among the Allonbys and Illing-
                   suffeis from the youth of Gerald;
                   love?naking in the pieee, which there•
                    able to forget t,hat he is a boy of'
                   part "rith no begiiming an(1 no end.
                 exctised if she is not very forcible in
                                                .                   be saicl of "lr, Terry, who has to
represent the pvecocious boy. -
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" paIace anx 6Rames"

          By LADY VIOLET GREVILLE

 Men are often instinctively right m their taste without kno"'ing
why. An instance of this may be cited in their preailection for
black or white in Nsomen's dress. Compared "ith the gaiish and
dazzling colours of the frivolous ladies in Mr. Oscar NVilde's new
play, the simple bl.rck worn by Mrs. Bernard Beere, and the grey
and white dresses of Miss Neilson, looked positiNely refined and dis-

tinguished. They seemed to belon.cr to another more delicate sphere
of womanhood, where all svas quiet, subdued, and instinct with
exquisite grace. i have often noticed this effect in a ballroom,
where the women dressed in black or in "hite seemed to stand out
in relief, svith their beauty accentuated. It is the brilliant back-

ground that produces this excellent result. Somhre dresses in a
dingy street, on a grey November day, are destitute of beauty.
They need contrast, and then it is that the ruddy rays of a
street-lamp, a woman's scarlet bonnet, the bunch of daffodils in a
fiower-girl's basket, give Just the true touch of colour, the necessary

contrast to make a picture. But set a beautifulwomandressed
in black in a dazzling frame and her beauty becomes distinguished
and unique immediately. No doubt this is what men feel when
they tella svoman to dress in blacl, forthen she is sure to be well
dressed. The coloured dresses in the play Xvere exaggerated in
colour. They sKere overdone in gaudiness, and thus the necessary
relief of shadow afforded by the black became doubly grateful. It
is not every woman who cares to dress so as to beafoil to her
friend's beauty, yet that is what happens when in the midst of the
multicoloured hues of some vast assembly a handsome blonde in
black passes among the rainbow tints, Where the brightest light
is, there must Pe the deepest shadow. So in the Park, or at the
play, there is always a pretty young widow to fascinate men's gaze.

  The morality versus the dresses of the new play at the Haymarket
seemed to take the audience by surpnse. The cutting brilliancy of
"  the nice derangement of epitaphs " fe}1 somewhat flat; per conlra,
the Ibsenish tendency of the sombre story affected them deeply.
The conventional idea                 that women who are sinners must suffer is
well understood ; but that men should suffer too, that the syrnpathy
of the son and his innocent young bride should be with the woman,
that Mas a new view of the matter which puzzled and displeased.
Men's brows were puckered, men's hands twitched, they fidgeted.
Is the era of woman's equality really at hand, is the dawn of their
supremacy really on the horizon ? The hardened male reprobate
who, having tasted              and tired                      of all 1ife's pleasures, feels lonely in
loveless isolation and wants his son, the son of the woman he has
despised and cast off-this did not seem natural, and yet, peihaps,
after all, was there something in itP Innumerable subtle touches
of nature suggested new trains of thought. The boy who, after
hearing his mother's sad story, says, " But, mother, you know, she
could not have been a really nice girl." The blase' man of the
world, who remarks to the vLroman, after she has reJected him, "I
believe you loved me more than anyone else exer did." The
man's gratified vanity at the affection he has so persistently
despised, the delicately-suggested birth of his iespect for her when
he pulls out          his cigarette-case in her precence, and, finally, after a
moment's hesitation, puts it back again in his pocket, the half sad,
half insolently Jaunty, half baffled mode of his exit--all these
were immensely piquant and effective. Still, on the whole, the
men did not like it, aid in that they were justified. It would
never do for the sveaker sex to realise that there would be an
equality of justice for both sexes, and that men's rights are no
longer women's wrongs.

lrf..,C,O,"bC,ef'.",L"g.,th'.",",,J.d,e}i',t`,lt•l:}.cs-.ba..n,il,l,Lht}"?•.l.at8i:.{'e,Cii`GS.,se,O,gh`80ck.,l?.i,

.ll-illililillillllliili/i•;••,iiji,jelipee,eii'i,,itt7ij,'/#"Y•1Åé'lle:,'/2"ljs;•i/j•,siil,liliiillliiif':iif:fi•',/Ll/:geiiel"ii,'S.'lliie•/T"ih•ÅrIXi.:..-d.--.--.-H-."-".',t,,gi//•Iil/].S"/lt/eili'.-glif/7i,i/r',k/•/j(iis,

e

;..--

264

BLACK ANP PilH/TE
               FEBP,.U4,RY 27, I892

THE DRAMA OF THE WEEK.
      `CLXDN WINDERMERE'S FAN" AT THId. ST. JAMFg'g THEATRE.
   AIR. OscAR XVILDE's play belongs to the school of which The li'ecl Lam)b
is a conspicuous e:ample. Itis, 1ike Tke 7{'ed LainP, a play which owres its
tltle and its theme to a piece of domestic furniture. In the one piece the
fortuncs       of a Russian Princess depcnded upon the position of a lamp as scarlet
as the cry of blontanaro's passionate parrot. In tbe other piece the fortunes
of an Englishwoman dep6nd upon the proprietorship of a fan as white
ag Lady XVinderinere's fortuitous innocence. As a rule, plays built
up round soine in,anin),ite obJect are iather boring; but that could
not be said of Tlie 7L'ed l..(vnlb or of La(4! JIJintlelrine7-e's Fan. On the
contrary both are very amusmg plays. Mr. XVilde's pictures of exalted
London life are as faithfu1 as IYIr. Tristram's studies of St. Petersburg
society ; if iMi. Tristram "',as moie adventurous, IiVIr. X'V'ilde is niore epigram-

matic. Indeed, it is obvious that rlVIr. XVilde regards a play as a vehicle
merely for the expression of epigram and the promulgation of paradox.
LadLy PVindermere's 2C2vi is not really a play; it is a pepper-box of paradoxes.
The piece is improbable without being interestmg. It is a not too ingeniougL
blend of the Eden of Mr. Edgar Saltus, "'ith T12e l(llerof IVIr. Haddon
Chambeis, and tbe Erana71on of Alexander Dumas the Younger. Its people act
in an unnatural mannor without arousing sympathy or hostility by the;r
actions. The situations are xseatherworn. But the paradox is the thms,
not the play. The Great God Paradox has his impassioned prophet in
Mr. XVilde and all iNfr. XVilde;s puppets chant his litany. It has a
quaint efi-ect to find, m this Cloud-Cuckoo-Town of ]NTr. NVilde's, all its
inhabitants equally cynical, ectually paradoxical, equally epigrammatic. XVere
the trick to become too stale it might prove tiresome, for it is, after all, 1)ut a
question of invertedxocabulary. Mr. iLVilde's figures talk a Back .Slang of
their oxvn ; once accept the conditions of the game, and the fantastic becomes
the famili,ar. Black is white, day is nigrht; well and good, by all means.
But what next? X"VThile it is fresh, however, this kmd of fantasy is exceed-
ingly divertins ; and its humours are interpreted at the St. James's after
a fashion which must surely temper IIr. ILVilde's disdam for actors.
iMiss Maiion Terry played a part wholly new to her artistic experience
with great skill, and Nvith a grace that made the beholder forget how
skilful the performance was m sheei enJoÅrment of its charm. Mr. Alexander,
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    ]VrRS. IvR!NNNE (.MISS NIARION IERRY) ENIREAtlNG LAI)Y "TINDERNIEIÅqE
            (MIgS LILY HANBURY) '10 RE'IIiRN i'O IIER HU5BAND

having modestly chosen a small part, made no false effoit to p]ay it into
a big part. It was, froin first to last firnily restratned within its due
proportions. "Ir. Nutcombe Gould had 1ittle oppoitunity as a 1)eer of labouiecl
protligacy. IVrr. Ben Webster pl(ayed a specimen of the (Jp To I)ate young
man with raie distinction, exciuisite foppishness, exquisite insolence. It was
quite the best thing he has done, quite the best thing of its kmd I have seen
for long enough.
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HAYMARKET THEATRE.

1 S9 t.)

 Mr. Osear XVildu': pla.v, detpite some imlÅqind romarks of
 the eritiet , teorn: to have eau{.}'ht the taste of the publie.

Isllioili}`;l;e`1i)%VJIiJ'"k""t{)'}il:1: i;'l'l(cliXlli)i'i•ri 1"l'I(ir{}i31 tl.•'ICi'rc?' illxSi llJil'i•E•'

 of a f("Ilow-feeling betNyeen him an(l"t"he middle class.es
lts6t,e,'lll.iS,i"il,/1,i"II,'i)i,:.ll:1 "iKl11..i'veiitii',•1,O :},'1,ili,,',,, 'llfii,giililt,

of Seribe as eompletel.y as itg, author, and overvone, froni
I.lalham to Belf}'ravia, i: going,' to tee tl)e ttriuiorely ulilife-
1ike g, tor.y of Sir Robert ('liiltern ancl tl}e stolc",i} i)ra{'elet.

It it indeed fortunate that, in mattert drtunatie, Mr. XVilde

is a nian of no inipoitt}nce, or the theaties mioht be
li)pt"l"'ii)6' "X, l,}iiiifii'iff'OI)lliyt'Jma•Teil 1}tk :'li(1)6kitO agOi7i'"' fJlbptlli),lll(i'`S

Seribe        IIo"evei, one iiiu: t g,ive the aut}}or 1)is due, and
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