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admitted that the situation was indeed a grave one, an
the gravity of the situation bad been added to by the
immense superiority of foreign countries, purtieularl

i |
Germany, in the matter of non-rigid air-eraft and din’-.; X

gibles. ‘Tho latter, though possessing cortain dis-
advantages, would prove of immense service st sea, and
he should like to know what steps the Government pro-
posed to take to remedy onr deficiencies in thia respeot,
‘I'he dice were being more loaded day by day againat our
ons line of defenee, the Navy.—(Opposition cheers.)
He protested against such statements as were made by
Colonel Seely about the Territorials, as they were made
with the object of bamboozling the sonntry. He did not
confuse their lordships’ House, as they knew the true state
of affairs,—(Hear, bear.) They considered that the situa-
tion was getting worse from day to day, and he appealed
te the Government to give them something to juetify the
| faith that was in them.—(Hesr, hear.) bis conspiracy
of silence was certainly striking.

Lord Sr. AUDRIES protested againat the National Re-
gerve being counted s part of the Territorial Army, and
said it was only done to eover Colomel Sesly’s
failure.—(Hear, hear,) The Territorials were deficient
in numbers and training, and pebody could say
that they were fit to meet trained Kuropsan
treops. 'fz»-end them to meet such troops would ba
mere bubohery.—(Hear, hear.) With regard to the
mounted branch of the Territoriale, the noble lord eaid
their horees looked es if they were in the habit of taking
the bateher rownd, while some showed signs of the
London omuibus.—(Laughter.) More training of the
'Lerritorials was absolutely essential. If they could not
got the number of men which was necessary, then they
must have some gort of compulsion.—(Hear, hear.) He
advoouted sound recruif drill in all our secondary snd
elementary sohools.—(Hear, hear.)

Lord RIBBLESDALE, referring to the horses of the
Territorials, said he bad watched riders and horses in his
part of the country, and he must confess that they did
not inspire him with very great confidence. The riders
neemed to enjoy themselves o great deal more than the
horses.—(Laughter.)

TAE MARQUIS oF CREWE’S REPLY.

The Marquis of CBEWE said he could not undarstand
how Lord Lovat could assert that the inquiry being
made by the sub-committee of the Imperial Derence Com-
mittee was limited to the single is.ue of invasion. He
was not aware of any publication which coald have given
the noble lord that ides. All military and naval prob-
lems were likely in turn to qome within the purview of
the Defence Committes, but it must be remembered
that the questions which wers «<considered by that com-
mittee were strategio, and were in no sense political.
As regarded the presence of Mr. Balfour on the sub-
committee, it was due to the fact that he was invited to
join it by the Prime Minister.. On the general gquestion
of invasion, be did not complain that oritics like the
nobls lord took the most untoward possible combination
of circumstances as the foundation of their case. He
thought, however, they ought to guard against the as-
samption that thers was existing u compiete novelty of
position, that our liability to possible invasion was
something which in its esseuce was altogether new, and
algo that the eircnmstances in which we might desire to
send a large force away from this country were also new.
Of courss changes tvok placein the methods of defence
and offence, but the processea of human natare and
hontan: passions remained the same as they had re-
maived throughout bistory. We had always hed an
expeditionary force, snd it was in no'senso a term used
to ¢xpress a new policy or a new series of inveutions on
the part of the Government, But it was ssid that a
new condition of things had arisen, snd that whersas we
were formerly able to act with deliberation, we had
tmow  to send our expeditionsry force abroud at
& moment’s notice. But had conditions obanged ?
Could anyone conceive a state of things in Europe
which could make the sending abread of our Regualar
troops more imperative thun the state of things in
1815, when Napoleon escsped from Elba, and was
accluimed once more by the French? Could anyone
imagine & ststs of vhings 1o any part of the world which
would exuse us to seuu troops from this couutry more
promptly than in 1857 on the outbresk of the Indian
Mutiny?  ''bere was nothing new under the gun in this
respect, and all he usked was that the House should not
|be misled into considering remote contingencies of the
kind aliuded to as something like the normal state of
f}!‘iings, . People ofteu at lust became slaves of plu&ni
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bich they used, and there was a tendency to
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cirenmstanees. It could uot be disputed that the |
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shortage in the Territorial Forece was & grave matter, | &

-bus some of the advocates of a general cowpulsory ser-
vice hed suceeeded in inflicting no small measure of dis-
couragement upon the Territorial Force by aaying that the

force was useless for the purposes of defence. ‘I'hat| 1

wus not the right way to go to work lo get
people o join it, The path of national defence |
WS & NArrow one, on which it was necessary to walk with
goume delicacy. It stoed to reason toat those people who
thought that compulsory service was & thorouguly good
thing would welsome what they chose to consider the
breakdown of the voluntary system, but in saying that
he desired to distinguish between the more extrems ad-
vocates of compulsory service amd those who, whilst
sympathising with compuision, had worked wunselfishly
and efficiently on behalf of the Territorial Force. So
far as the immediate recruiting of that forcs
was concerned, he understood there was u slicht
tendency towards 1mprovement, but the failars to reach
_the standard of estublishment aimed at was of course a
grave mutter. Kven assuming that the margin of safety
uad been considerably redueod, did the reduction so en-
danger the safery of this country as to require an imme-
diate and heroic remedy? He did not thnk that quas-
tion covld be answered in the effirmative. 'The figars of
70,000 men was nemed in 1905 aa the lowest fizura with

which an enemy would thiuk it worth while to invade |

this country, possibly with conquess in view, and the
Admirelty bad never admitted thut the transportation of
such a number of men with a proper complement and
artillery could not be intercepted. The question of
raids by smuller numbers raised different considerations,
and the General Staff were of opinion that in the worst
cirenmutances, and even i the complete absence from
this country of the expeditionary force, that kind of
attack by way of raida could be satisfactorily dealt with
by the foroes left in this country asthey existed at the
present moment.
COMPULSORY SERVICE,

With regard to the maintonanee of the Territorial
Army on a proper voluntary basis, the Seoretary of State
wonld do his best to carry on the work started by Lord
Haldane. Lord St. Audries had recognised a number of
difficalties in the way of a general scherue of compalsion,
and it was apparent that from oar pressnt socinlsystem
we must be ngainst any form of compulsion. The intro-
duction of somesystem of compulsory bome servies would
have Dbeen an easier matter years ago than at
the prosent day.  Apart from the general objec-
tion  which would be advanced from  d:fferent
quarters against compulsory servige, the House would
bave to consider what the consequences would be of such
a change. We were not coufronted by any present
necessivy to drive up the number of our forces to ary
higher fignre than it was at preseut. As to tho shortage
of the establishment originally laid down for the Terri-
torial Force, be thought the country would regurd it as
reasonuble to wait until such proposals were made as
were thought wise with regard to a posgible improvement
or enlargement of the force, before embarking upon an
altogether unknown sea and a voyege of which it was not
essy to see the end.—(Ministerinl cheers.)

A'he Murquis of LANSDOWNE seid tho uneaginess which
generally prevailed us to the incnfficiency of the force
provided for the defence of the eonatry was partly due
to the knowledge of facts which were notorious and iu-
disputable. and partly to the perplexing oharscter of
Ministerial utterances, which did not show quite saffi-
cient appreciation of the gravity of the case, and which
had not always been as precise as could be wished, or
oonsistent one with another., Some of the most arcent
friends and sapporters of the Government were equally
puzzied. The Opposition believed there had been n
failure on the part of tho War Office to provide & foroe
which in 1907 was regarded,if not us vitally necessary, us
at any rate desirable in order to sacure the safety of the
cotutry, and that that failure bad taken place in apite
of the fact that conditions on the Continent hed altered
greatly to our disadvantage. It was recognised that
this couniry was above nll a maritime Power, and that
our first defence must be the defence by the sea. But
it was important that we should bear in mind what
our liabilities wero with regard to service abroad. They
had it from the Governmeut that it might be necessary
to sen
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‘beart that fo < ) %b 1
ouslinaes of prison lifs is better thxn to publish my
letters without my permission, or to dedicate poems to
me, unssxed, though the world will know uorbing of
whatever words of grief or passion of remorse or in-
di!un;nco you may choose to send as youranswer or my
appeal. . . ‘

**In the very heart of our friendship while you were
with me, you wereé the abselute ruin of my b

should have forbidden you my house aud chambers,
exgept when I specially invited you. . . I blame my-
self for having allowed you te bring me into utter
discreditable financial ruin, ., . When I tell you that
between the autumn of 1892 and the dute of my impri-
sonment I spent with you aund om you a sum of 5,000i. in
actual mouey, irrespective of the bills L imeurred, you
will have some soru of idea of the life in which you
existed. . . My experses for an eordinary day in
London—luneheon, dinner, supper, amusements, and the
rest of it—ranged from 12l. to 20i., and the week’s ex-
fgnsen were naturally in proportion, rangiag frem 80. to

“ Step by step with the b&nkn?toy receiver I had to
! go over every item of my life. . It was herrible. Plain
living and high-thisk ng was an idesl that you could not
at that time appreciate . . . but of the reckless
.dinpers with you nothing remaiss but ths memory that

teo mueh was saten and too mueh wes druvk. I frankly |

admit that she folly of throwing away all this money on
you and letting you squander my fortune for yeur own
hurt s well as mine, give me, iIn my eyss, a note of
common profligasy to my bankruptcy that makes me
doubly ashamed of it. I wasmade for other things, but,
most of all, I blame myself for the entire degradution I
allowed you to bring me. . ., . My will power becama
absolutely subject to yeurs. Itis m grotesque thing to
say, but 1t is none the loss true.”’

: Rusvnr oF A ' CHARMING LETTER.”

Mr. M* Cardie wWas proceeding, when

Mr. Justice Darling interposed: ‘I have read pages
and pages of it. IS seems to be the same all the way
ajong. l1tis impossible to go through all this.'”

Mr. Hayes~=1he object of my huviog this read is to
show that Wilde was such & man of moeds, and oue
moment was angry and the next moment in another meod.
I; will show tobat what Wilde said cannot be relied on.
He was an exotic creaturs, und would write these things
one day, and the nsxt be found sharing the ** momentary
maguificence ’’ and takisg his friend’s money.

Mr. Justice Darling.—1hat migut be. If you wantany
more read, you must read 1t yourself, It all seems to me
to be extremely menotonous. I do not wonder that the
plaiatiff asked to sit down.—(Laughter).

The Witness.—I wish I had asked betore.—(Laughter).

Mr. Jastice Dacling read one passage :—'' Your
appetite for luxurious hving was never so keen. My ex-
penses for eight daysn Paris for mysell, you, snd your
Italian eervant, was wearly 1504, Pauillard slone absorb-
ing 854" ;

Another part read by the judge was:—

** Our friendship really begins with your begging me,
in 8 most pathetic and charming letter, to assiai you iu a
position appalling to suyone, doubly 8o to & yeung man
as Oxford. Ido #0, and ultimutely, throogh your using
my uswe as your friend with Sir George Lewis, I begin
to lose his eateewm and friendship, a triendship of fifteen
yeoars’ standiog., When I was deprived of his ad-
vice amd help and regard, 1 was deprived of the
(one great safeguard of my life. You ssnd me a

very nice poem of the undergraduate school of verse
for my approval. I reply. by a letter of fanteatie
literary coneeits; I compure you to Hylas or Hyacinth,
Jonguil or Narcissi, or someone whom the great God of
Poetry faveured and hououved with his love. The letter
.is like a passage from oue of Shakespcare’s sonnets,
transpesed to & minor key. . . . . I produce the
original letter myself in court to show what it veally is;
1t 18 denouneed by yeur father’'s counsel us a revoiting
sud lusidious aitempt to corrupt innocence, ultimately 1t
forms purs of & criminal charge; the Crown takes it up;
the judge sums ap on it with nis little learning and muck

1s the result ol writing » charming letter,”

‘imprisonment.  Ha ared.
‘wituesses—ihe three most impertant—had been carefully
'coacned by your father and his solicitors, not in reti-
‘cences mereiy, butb in assertions—in the absolute trans-
ferenoce, deliberate, piotted, and relearsed, of the actions
 and doings of someons slee to mo, I could have bad each
‘oné of them dismissed irom the box by the judge more
| summarily than oven wretched perjured —— was.
{could have walked out of eeurt with my tongue in my
| cheek and my hands in my pockets, a free man. The
| strongest pressure was put oa me todo so. I was
| earnestly advised, begged, entreated to do 8o by peopls
| whose sole interest was my wellare and the weliare of my
"house. But I refused. I did mot choose to doso. I
have never regrested my decision for a single moment,
even in the most bitter periods of my imprisonment.,
‘Such a sourse of action Would have been beueath me.
Sins of the flesh are notbing. They are maladies for
puysicians  to cure, if they should be cured, Sins of the
soul alone are sbameful., Lo have sevured my aequittal
by such means would have been a life-lony torture 10 me.
But do you really think that you were worthy of thelove
1 was showing you then, or that for a single moment
1 thought vou were? . . You were my enemy, sueh an
‘enemy as no man ever had. I have given you my life,
and to gratify the lewest and most econtemptiblg of all
‘human passiwng, hatred and vanity and greed in less
‘then three years you had entirely ruined me from every
 point of view.'’ .
Jupex's QUESTIONS.
Mr. Campbell said the manuscr:pt stated :—

. “I cannob allow you to go through life bearing the
burden of having rawed a man like me. . . Does it ever
oceur to you wiat an awfal position I would have been
in in the last years durivg my appalling sentence if I
‘hed been dependent upon you as & friend? I thunk God
every dey be gave me friends other than you. Iowe
everythiug to them. Lhe very books in wy cell are paid

'» for by Robbie ont of his pocket money."

| There was, said counsel, arefereneo to the plaintiff’'s
| mother :—

I know she puts the blame on me. I hear of it, not
from people whoknow you, but from people who don’t know
you, and don’t desire to kmew you. I hear of it often—of
‘the influence of the elder over the younger man, . It is
oue of the {avourite sattiludes tewurds viis quession, and
it is always o successful appeal to pobular prejudice and
ignorance. 1 need not ssk you what influencs 1 had,
You kknow I had noue. It was one of your boasts I had
none: What was there in yon. thet I could influence ?
Yourbrain P—it was undeveloped ; your imagination ?—
(it was desd ; your heart-—it was not yet born., Of all

people who ever cressed my life yoa were the one I was
uneble in any way to influence in one direetion.”’ 3

Mr. Justice Darling (to the witness).——Did you see a

cdpy of this 7 s RrlK
itness.—Ne, I did not. 3

Mr. Juatice Darling.~What is ‘* De Profundis”’?

Mr. Campbell.—'* De Profundis,”” as published, was
only & portion of & document written by Oscar Wilde
when he was in prisom, = .

Mr. Justive Dacling.—Did he write it for publication ?

. Mr, Campbell,—Yes, a portion of it was published 1a
a book ealled ** De Profundis.”’ 1t had a great desl of
circulation. It was to be publisbed ‘aftes his death. The
balauce is the balance now before you. It was suppressed
by his executor, Mr. Ross, because it reflected upon
Lord Alfred Douglas.

Mr. Justice Darling.—Ho wrote the whole of it for
publiestion? : 4

Mr. Campbell.—~Yes,

Mr. Justics Darling.—That is what I thought ; it roads
like such & thing. 3

Mr. Camphell.—He left directions that it wes to be
published when it was thought fit. ¢

| Mr, Hayes seid that in the book there was no reforence

| whatever to this part of unpublished ** Do Profundis.’”’
He disprted this wus part of ' De Profundis.”

Mr. Justice Darling.—You don’t suggest s solicitor
wrote it? ‘ )

Me. Hayes.—Certainly not,
© Mr., Jastice Darling.—He could not write it.—
(Laughter.)

| Watness.—It is supposed to be a letter addressed to
1”)’4”5‘" h&':um ey o the bnnp-bm od

'\ Mr. Campbell sgid that a copy of | 1 shed por-
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morality—(iaughter)—I go Lo prisos for it at last. 'Lhat |
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