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E z‘i% £20 i 1o pa;
¢ then handed %oig,lﬁin,tiﬁ the.
. letters he (Sir E. Clarke) did )
dlightest importance.  As was
[ case, the img Bt letter waz retained. ) "
BMr. Oscar Wilde’s play, ‘A Woman of No
: I;mﬁwtmoe,’_’ was in preparation, what appeared
to he to some extent the copy of a letter was
" handed to Mr. Tree, the actor, with a 7
“to give it to M Walde. - After ithie,
individual called on the plaintiff and
him the original, but he said, “No,” he
copy, which he looked upon a8 a work of
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'GBAVE CHARGE AGAINST
" MR. OSCAR WILDE,

THE MARQUESS OF QUEENS-
RERRY IN THE DOCK. |

|

SENSATIONAL ALLEGATIONS

DEFENDANT MAKES A PLEA OF
JUSTIFICATION.

X HAUSTIVE EXAMINATION OF

MR, WILDE. ‘

Mhe suh of Osear Wilde and the Marquess
v was down on Wednesday's
i+t the Central Criminal Court,

" Quect

lint for tri
(hefore Mr. Justine Cellins and a common jury).
words of the indictment charged John
3 Douglas  with nalicionsly publishing
smatory libel of and’ counzerming Gscar
I (FFlzhertie Wills Wilde. The general
¢ wnd the members of the junior bar
carly in attendance, and, not only
ting reom taken up, but the pas-
sages of the court were so blocked by ‘the

wsh that ingress and egress was a matter of
areat difficulty.

COUNSEL ENGAGED.

Qir Bdward Clirke, Q.C., Mr. Mathews, and
Mr. 'I'ravers Humphreys had been retained
for ‘the prosecution; M Carson, Q.C., Mr.
€. ¥. Gall, and Mr. A. Gill were counsel for
the defence, a watching brief for Lord Alired
Dorglas, the son of the defendant, being held
by Mr. Besley, Q.C., #nd Mr. Monckton. \

|
ENOT GUILLEY.

The planitiff arrived at half-past ten, accom-
paried hy his solieitor. end took 4 seat in the
vell nf the court, immediately i front of Sir
Edward Clarke. Tmniediately  afterwards
the jury answered to their names, but it was
not vntil twenty minmtes to cleven that silence
was called for the entrunce of ‘the learned
jndge. Lord Queensberry at once surren-
doved to his bail, and was conducted to thel
deek.  His lordship seated himself, but, obe-
diertly to the atténdant’s request, advanced to
the fromt, and stood with s srms  vesting

was all ¢

wpon 'the ledge.

The Clerk of the Court having read the
mdictment, chargiug the defendant with
having published a defamatory libel of the
plamntiff upon a card addressed to him, Lord
Queensherry replied, ““ Not guilty,” and added
the further plea, ‘“The libel is true, and was
pubiished for the public benefit.”

COUNSEL EXPLAINS.

Sir Edward Clarke then opened for the pro-
gecution.  The libel, he said, was upon a
visiting card, con'taining the name of Tord
Queensberry, and b was a matter of very
sricts anomend becouse it imputed to  Mr.
Occar Wilde the gravest offence with which
a ipan could be charged. ~ But a fa: graver
issué was 1aised by the plea that the’ libel
was justified, and thas Mr, Oscar Witde had
for a considerable period solicited certaun per-
acng (whose nwmes were xxxel)t-llyller(l i the
pleadings) to conunit indecent prac-
tices. The learned counsel ‘h‘a‘lﬁd
Ythe plaintis career ab Trinity (A"zllegv,
Dublin, and subsequently at Magdalen College,
Oxford, his marriage with a d.au 'ﬂ!ﬁ%,?f,,ﬂlg
Tate "Mr. Tloyd, Q.C., and his later literary
and artistie carcer. Ho detailed laintitfs
&ogial connections. with the sons of the defen-
dant and” with Lady Queensberry, who some
vears ago obtained relief from the marriage tig
owing to misconduct on the part of the mar-
quess, 'Touching next on the introduction of
M. Wilde to Lord Queensberry by Lord Alfred |
Douglas ab the Cafe Royal, Sir Xdward called
the attention of the jury to u personage not
Hitherto mentioned . This was a map who had
been given some clothes by Lord Alfred Douglus
ynd who alleged that_in the pockets he
overed four letters addressed ‘to Lord
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- PROCEEDINGS AT BOW-
 STREET POLICE - COURT.

TA’IIAOR PLACED IN THE DOGK.

& STARTLING EVIDENCE
L AGAINST THE MEN.

PRISQL’EBS : BE DED IN
OUSTQD ;
MAGISTRATE REFUSES BAIL.

The doors of Bow-street Police-court were be-
sieged at an early hour on Saturday morning, it
being known that Oscar Wilde, who had been
arrested on Friday night on a warrant,
granted shortly after the termination of the
Wilde-Queensberry case, would be placed in the
dock. A few minutes before ten o'clock the
deors were opened, but only representatives of
the press were admitted. = They quickly seized
upon all available accommodation, Aftera few
minutes’ delay, it was decided that the case
 should be taken in the extradition court up-
stairs. Thereupon there was a wild rush for
this part of the building on the part of the
publie, vho had by this time got within the
gates. The small court was thronged to its
fullest capacity by an assemblage of well-
dressed men. Only one woman was present, and,
seated immediately behind the dock, was the
obiect of a great deal of curious and audible
speculation. Mr, C. F. Gill, who in the
 libel action wtedas junior to Mr. Carson, Q.0.,
in defending the Marquess of Queensberry, |
entered at eleven o’clock. A moment laser Sir |
Augustus Harris appeared, followed by several
gertlemen, understood to be conuected with
the drama. Sir John Bridge took his seat atb
five minutes pash eleven. Simultaneously, the
“door of the passage leading from the cells was
thrown open and the prisoner wag seen ap-
vroaching, carrying a silk hat in his hand. He
advanced with an eagy and even a stately step.
| Ho was wearing the overcoas which he wore at
the Nld Bailey, with heavy velvet collar and
cuffs. Having reached the centre of the dock,
Wilde calmly deposited his hat upon the seat
at his side, bowed slightly to Sir John, then,
crossing his arms over the rails, he bent
slightly forward and listened Mtentweiy to the
opening  sentences which fell from Mr, Gill.

Mr. C. F. lel,nmngnnmednﬁolythepn ,
aonerwasphcedm thedock, mdhe ap~j

| gross indscegey, _uﬁ‘emed umiar the eleventh
section of the Criminal Taw Amendment Act.
W:thregard totheaa&nreafthemixedid
not think it desirable that he should trouble
| the court with an opening statement of detail.
No good purpose: would be served by -gmng
into this matter in an opening speech,
world mdicate to the cours generally
had occrrred and tke evidence he pmposad
to adduce. The nature of the ehurgu upon:

ultimately committed for trial would depend

he proposed to go into in the firstinstance
rélated to the conduct of the prisoner with
regardtoaysouagm&nmmﬁim er.
1t would appear that in 1893 the prisoner
Wilde was staying at the Savoy Hotel.

stayed ‘there from the 2nd of Mnrokét'!mtn
the 29th of March. At the same time there |
was lmng ab, Little College-street, West-.
mingter, in the upper part of a house, a man
whd’fpylor. He was a man oloul}' m
vected with the prisoner Wilde, and the evi-|
dm;awmﬂdnhewwwhawasenmi?

hmhheshauld ask for the prisoner to be |
upon ihe ovidence diselosed: The case which |

[ bo charged with conspiring with this man for
the purpese of procuring these lads for the
commission of acty of indecency. Prisoner was
in the habit of visiting this man, Taylor, at
Little College-street, and in the course of the
case there would be evidence asto the’ condition |
of these things at these addresses. This man
occupied rooms, where Wilde was in the habit
of going, He would shortly state the way in
which this young man, Parkér, was approached.
He was a servant ous of a place, and had been
in the employment of a gentleman as a valet.
When in the company of his brother, Wilham
Parker, a groom, on the day ending February
or the beginning of March, 1893, in St. James’s
Restaurant, they were  approached by
Taylor, who  accosted  them  and
offered them a drink. He took their
addresses and invited them to his place n
Little College-street. Having got them there, he
spoke to them, and said that he wonld
arrange to introduce them to” Oscar Wilde.
There were two or three interviews bebtween
Taylor and these lads at this time, Wilde being
in communication by telegram with Taylor.
Wilde was at this time—in March—staying at
the Savoy Hotel, and these lads were informed
that an introduction to Wilde had been
arranged to take place at a dinner which they
were to come to.  Accordingly, Charles
Parker and his brother went to Kettner's Res-
taurant. There they met Taylor. They were
taken to a private room, where there was a
table laid for dinner for four people. In a
little while Wilde arrived at the plaee, and
then the lads were entertained at a sumptuaus
dinner provided by Wﬂde. As the close of
the dinner Wilde announced o Taylor that
Charles Parker was the boy for him, and on
making that statement he turned and asked
the boy whether he would come with him.
He consented to go with him.  Leaving
Taylor and Parker’s brother, Wilde drove
to the Savoy Hotel with Charles Parker.
This was on the 13th or 14th of March.
They went to a sitting-room, which opened
into a bedroom. In the sitting-room Wilde
plied the lad with drink, and then took him
into the bedroom. He kept him there two
‘hours, and then gave him two sovereigns,
and sent him away, tellng him to come
| again that day week. The boy did so. After-
‘wards Wilde invited Parker to meet him at
St. James’s-place several times. ~Here pri-
~soner had rooms. After leaving St. James’s-
v!noe, prisoner would take Parker to Ket-

'.tmmwm&emmotm~
was Q‘W fﬂ m’m Unfm-m-

nately, it would be necessary to
the witness-box this youth, Pari&; ﬂw
‘he had now returned to a respectable mode of
life.  The character of the house ab Little
| College-street would :ls0 be proved, al-
| though  naturally ‘the police had had
‘greab difficulty in pmvmg this horrible busi-

ness. Counsel next deals thh that pars of
‘the case which the prosecution proposed to
_prove in respech to prisoner’s conduct with
| at the Savoy FHotel, the proprietors of
which refrained from proceedings in order to -
avoid a scandal. This case, concluded Mr,

Gill, was of vast importance to the _pubhc.

There was only one end to a life of this kind,

and that was being brought to jusﬁm.

A PARKER IN THE BOX.

Charles Parker was then called, and as he
entered the witness-box the priscner, wl’m, by
this  time - was seated and  sup-
porting his head on his gloved hand, looked
steadily for a moment at the youth.
| Parker is a good-looking,  well set up
| voung man of nineteen years. He was smartly
~dressed, having a full depth of white collar and
a ight velvet cuffed overcoat approximating |
somewha.t to the Newmarket cut. Answvering
Mr. Gill, he said he was formerly a valet.
,In 1893 he ‘was out of employment. “When
 visibing St J ameg’s Restaurant he was z"ukwn
to bz__~man named Alfred Taylor.

'THE WESTERN MAIL,CARDIFF. Aprii 8,1895

»Mr. 0.0. Humphreys, solzcitor, who defends
tha prisoner, at this stage inberposed with an
objection to th: putting of any leading ques-
tions.

learned counsei startled the cotrt by the sudden |

intimation that Taylor had been arrest: d.;.nd

"he would postpone further exemination of Par-
ker pending Taylor’s arrival in the dock.

Mr. C. O. Humphreys: May I ask you, Sir
John, how long you propose to sit to-day? I
have impo-tant engagements, and ib is a serious
metter to me personally.

‘Sir John Bridge: T propose to sib within
reasonaslpnga.swel‘avembresseswgoon
with, 4

TAYLOB PLAGED IN THE DOCK.

At this juncture Detective-inspector Mar-
shall announced ‘“Alfred Tsy‘lnr ? and in
| obedience to the call a young man of similar
build and address to Parker stepped briskiy
into the dock’ a.nd tock his stamd on Wilde’s
left. -

Parker, reply‘ng to Mr Gill, said he now
identified Taylor as the man who conversed
with him in St. James's Restaurans, and sub-
sequently introduced him to Wilde. On the
occasion referred to Taylor seid Wilde was a
good man,” andgaVehLmanaddress&hfﬂh
College-street. He was there introduced t&Wi}dg
in company with his brother, William M@s
Witness went on to say that Taylor gave ﬂx@
the little College-streeb address, so that hea.mi
his brother might call thers. They dad’ 80,
When they got into the place they saw Tay-
lor’s rooms.  He had a drawing-room, bed-
room, and kind of kitchen place.  One of
the rooms, the drawmg-mom, was very well
furnished. :

~Sir J. Bridge: Did yau go by appoint-
went ?—Witness: Yes, sir.
~ Continuing, m reply to Mr. Gill, witness
said he did not rotice the windows of the
room. It was mﬂ:hemornmgﬂmthecaﬂed
Witness did not see any servant. He did not

ﬂﬁnk the rooms were lsghbod. " He was stre
‘ hoywerenot He saw Tayxorﬂisa.

i Gﬂi'pressed the question. :
- Witness then said that Taylor stated that
Esb‘hmdmn'tugedft:n‘hxmaamrllm:l‘il'oirher to
e mhoduceé to Mr. thde. He ﬁxeng‘ht
| Kcttner's oo ihe Solferino e
"Shich the introduction was to take place. ﬁ
i troduction was to take’ place at dinmer, sf‘
" half-past seven in the evening.
~ Sir John Bnﬂsv What is Kettner’s?
Mr. Gill: A westaumni. They are both
restavrants. .
Witness, further n;swu‘mg Mr. Gill, said
" that after this conversation they all three came
out of the houss together. That evening he
mdhmbrotherwentmthereetamuﬂ, and they
lmoeeded upstairs to a private dining-room.
Before going there they had met Taylor at he

St Junes‘sbar and they all three went to the '

restaurant together. Dinner was laid for four
in a private room. The table was lighted with
eauilea with red shades. Witness and his
brother and Taylor waited for Wilde in this

* room. The latter then came in. Witness had ~
never seen Wilde before. Taylor introduced

them to him, éaying, ‘‘This is Mr. Charles
Parker, and this is Mr. William Parker.” They
then had dinner together.
‘ Wa;?iagooédmnew‘l-—Yu, vagood. (A
].‘a m) e
What wmé!#@hampgne :
A:nytkmg: m;des—merdmnerf-Yee, wﬂee

Witness was continaing his rephes to My,
Gill as to what eonvessation he had wi Iy Alfred |
Taylor on this particalar occasicn, when the {
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