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Mr. Justice Wills deserves well of his
country for his manner of conducting the recent
2 notorious trial of
Oscar Wilde and
his  associate
named Taylor,
which has been
one of the most
unwholesome epi-
sodes of recent
years. Grace to
the manful denun-
ciation of Wilde
by Mr. Carson,
Q.C., in the first |
‘nstance, and lastly |
by Sir Frank Lock- |
wood, as Counsel |
for the Crown, in
i his crushing reply
to Sir Edward Clarke, the upshot of the Oscar
Wilde case was inevitable. There was but one
conclusion for the jury tocome to, for the
judge’s summing up had made that tolerably
plain. One point, which is a curious one, is that
the judge himself lived within a few doors of
Mr. Oscar Wilde, in Tite Street, Chelsea. Sir
Alfred Wills is a Birmingham man, having been
| born at Edgbaston in 1828, and has been
appointed judge since 1884. He is a bencher of
the Middle Temple, and has been in the calling
| of the law forty-four years. In sentencing the
| prisoners Oscar Wilde and Taylor to two’ years’
imprisonment with hard labour, Mr. Justice Wills
said—“Tt has never been my lot to have tried a
case’'of this kind before which has been so bad.
One has to put stern constraint upon-oneself to
prevent oneself from describing in language I
ought not to use the sentiments which must arise
in the breast of every man who has any spark of
decent feeling in him, and who has heard the
details of these two terrible trials. That the
jury have arrived at a correct verdict I canmot
persuade myself to entertain a shadow of a
doubt, and I hope that, at all events, those
‘who sometimes imagine that a judge is half-
hearted in the cause of decency and morality
' because he takes care that mno prejudice
shall enter into a case, may see that that
is consistent, at least, with a stern sense of
indignation at the horrible crimes which have
been brought home to both of you. It is no use
for me to address you. People who can do these
things must be deaf to every sense of decency
which can influence conduct. = That you, Taylor,
kept an immoral house it is impossibie to doubt
and that you, Wilde, have been the centre of
extensive corruption of young men of the most
hideous kind it is equally impossible to doubt. I
cannot, under such circumstances, do anything
except pass the severest sentence which the
law allows, and in my judgment it is tota.]lyj

inadequate to such a case as this. The sentence
on each of you is that you be imprisoned and
kept to hard labour for two years.”

Mgz. Justics WiLLs.
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Tar Oscar Wilde case is discussed at some length by
my friend Randolph, and so I will say little about it here.
~ A brilliantly clever if not a great man has disappeared

from our midst, and what is chiefly to be feared is that
the manner of his going may prove an injury to litera-
ture. I dread the reaction that may undo some of the
good work accomplished of late years by feariess and
outspoken writers. The public is always apt to act a
little blindly, and the Press generally encourages it
to do so. Already we are talking as if Oscar Wilde
_ and art were one and the same thing. There will be no
proper understanding of the world until we acknowledge
the fact that every man is simply a conglomeration of
divergent components. Had George Stephenson been the
vilest of creatures that ever lived the steam engine
~ would still have been a benefit to humanity, and any
| future discovery to the effect that Galileo was not a
| moral man will never alter the fact that he was correct
~ as to the movements of the earth. No student of hu-
man nature needs to be told how quite apart a man
often stands from his labours. Nero could play sym-
phonies upon the violin full of feeling and tenderness, and
our sentimental friend Sterne, who cried in print over
the death of his donkey, could, when he liked, be ex-

tremely hard to his own flesh and blood. Character and |

intellect are by no means dependent upon one another.

- It is much nicer to find genius associated with a gen-

- tleman, but history teaches us that it can often exist in
the body of a blackguard.

It is a subtle thing—this human nature. The
Creator does not draw his puppets with the clean-
cut finish of an Adelphi dramatist. The villain
and the hero, the high-souled gentleman and the
low-minded beast, dwell together within the bones
of every living man. According to the balance of their
position so the man appears to his neichbours. Which-
ever side of himself he allows the greatest license to will
grow to be the predominating partner. In the late Robert
. Louis Stevenson’s wonderful picture, Hyde was at first
unnoticed by Dr. Jekyll’s companions, hidden as he wag
behind the respectable and more ample exterior of the
- doctor. I very much fear there is a Hyde—two or three
~ Hydes—hidden away in most of us. The lesson that a
man like Wilde teaches us is to keep them in subjec-
tion, to crush down, as Tennyson advised us, “the ape
and the tiger” that we can never quite get rid of. The
evil that is in us resembles the genii in the “ Arabian
_ Nights.” It can be bottled up into a small compass,

and then it will interfere with us but very slightly, but
. once, from carelessness or over-indulgence, let the cover
oft a little, and we are face to face with a monster before
~ whom we are powerless. It is the old, old lesson of
self-control, without which every man is a pitiable slave
to his own devils.

TO-DAY.

TQ—D AY. Juns 1, 1895,

THE RUMINATIONS OF
RANDOLPH.

My pEAR Dick,—Oscar Wilde and Henry Irving
were, by a curious and dramatic coincidence, the two
people. most talked about on the Queen’s Birthday.

To each of them was given the opportunity of
adorning their respective spheres in the theatrical
universe. Our morning papers on Saturday announced
that the long and honourable career of Henry Irving
was crowned by the conspicuous honour of knighthood.
In the “Extra Specials” of that night we read that
Oscar Wilde had been condemned to pass two years in
hard labour for having committed certain oflences
which came within the provisions of the Criminal Law
Amendment Act,

For myself, I' turned into the ILyceum for half an
hour, just to listen, when the performance was actually
stopped by the great shout of congratulation that
welcomed the first entrance of “Sir Henry.” Yet,
through all those cheers I seemed to hear the dull rumble
of the prison van in which Oscar Wilde made his last
exit—to Holloway. ~While the great actor-manager
stood in the plenitude of position bowing, and bowing
again, to countless friends and admirers, again there rose
before my eyes the last ghastly scene at the Old Bailey—
I heard the voice of the foreman in its low but steady
answer, “Guilty,” “Guilty,” “Guilty,” as count after
count was rehearsed by the clerk—I heard again that
last awful admonition from the judge. I remembered

- how there had flitted through my mind the recollection

of a night at the St. James’s, the cigarette, and the
green carnation, as the prisoner, broken, beaten, totter-
ing, tried to steady himself against the dock rail and
asked in a strange, dry, ghostlike voice if he might
address the judge. Then came the volley of hisses, the
prison warders, the rapid break-up of the Cours, the
hurry into the blinding sunshine outside, wheresome half-
score garishly dressed, loose women of the town
danced on the pavement a kind of carmagnole of
rejoicing at the verdict. ¢ He'll ave ’is ’air cut regglar
now,” says one of them; and the others laughed
stridently. I came away. I did not laugh, for the
matter is much too serious for laughter.

The more T think about the case of Oscar Wilde,
my dear Dick, the more astounding does the whole thing
seem to me. So far as the man himself is concerned,
it would be charitable to assume that he is not quite
sane. Without considering—for the moment—the moral
aspect of the matter, here was a man who must have
known that the commission of certain acts constituted
in the eye of the Law a criminal offence. ~ But no
thought of wife or children, no regard, to put it selfishly,
for his own brilliant prospects, could induce him to curb
a depraved appetite which led him—a gentleman and
a scholar—to consort with the vilest and most depraved
scum of the town. XKnowing, then, the sort of life he
led, knowing the character of his companions, how
could he feel surprise when the Marquis of Queensberry
objected to his acquaintance with Lord Alfred Douglas?
The most ordinary precaution for his own safety should
have prompted him to do what the noble Marquis
wanted, and drop his beloved Wﬁéégy.” Instead of this,

“he went flaring and flaunting about with that silly young

man, until his father came to hear of the goings on at
the Savoy Hotel, where the management had very

glainl% hinted to Lord Alfred that he was no longer.a
esirable patron.
"‘“W‘Q%e‘éﬁﬁé?‘ry then set out on a definite crusade.

On the first night of Z%e Importance of Being Earnest,
George Alexander, fearing a public scandal, exerted his
utmost endeavours to keep Lord Queensberry outof his
theatre. And he succeeded. Iad he not done so Lord
Queensberry intended, when Oscar Wilde took his “call,”
to get on to the stage and thrash him there and then,

Do o

£en a_verdict which-in. effect
SR , denitat:
firmiation o M}f@amggg\gk‘grry’s assertion, Such a ver-
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afterwards explaining to the audience his motive. Fail-
ing this he left the now celebrated card at the Albemarle
Club. T have every reason to believe that he did not
through any deliberate forethought select the precise
wording of the phrase he wrote on that card. = Yet un-
doubtedly his accidental choice of the word “ pose ”
was Oscar Wilde’s undoing. All he had to prove when
indicted for libel was—not that Wilde * was” undesir-

able, but that he “posed as” being undesirable. Now, °

even at this stage of the proceedings, had Wilde done
nothing it is probable that he would have only had to
fear a personal encounter with the Marquis. Sooner or
later his head would have been punched. That was
certain. But the evil day, with a little care, could have
been indefinitely postponed. Knowing, however, 'the
kind of life vhat Wilde led, and knowing that “posing ”
was all the Marquis had to prove, it was little short of
insanity on Wilde’s part to bring his first action. The

| collapse of his case was inevitable. On the advice of so
| eminent a_lawyer as Sir Edward Clarke he had to con-
a;

dict meant social damnation. On the night before that
verdict was given, when the end was perfectly clear,
Wilde could have bolted, but he didn’t. Next day he
was arrested. He was tried, and the jury disagreed.
At this time a curious development occurred. In many
quarters a sort of sympathy arose for Wilde. It was
felt that he had committed social suicide. He was no
longer possible. He could not be admitted into decent
houses. Respectable managers could not produce his
plays. His name would be a bar to the publication of

. book or article. No useful purpose would be served

by insisting on the penalty of imprisonment. It was
known that when he came out on bail he was refused
admission at two hotels ; he dared not show himself in
the streets. He was broken in health. He slept
hardly at all. He passed the nights pacing restlessly
about his room, nervously drinking tumbler after
tumbler of water—on one occasion emptying the contents
of his washing jug. He had undergone the nervous
agony of two trials. Had he fled the country and got
sufely away, many people would have been glad.

Then came a new wave of feeling due to causes I have
already called your attention to. During the first two
trials and the Police-court proceedings, there seemed to
prevail amongst advocates and authorities alike one
great conspiracy of silence. Names were mysteriously
written on paper, read by judges, handed to juries,
muttered about, but never spoken.

Everyone said, *‘ No names must be mentioned.”
And what was the consequence? People began to ask
why there was all this mystery. What was being hid-
den ? Surely all this fuss must be about something im-
portant ? Then scandal started, and the most disgrace-
ful and discreditable rumours were circulated ; nobody
was spared. If illness or business took a man abroad,
it was promptly said that he had fled from justice.
It was hinted that the authorities were ¢ afraid ”
w. go on with the case for fear of the
awful revelations that would follow. I do not know
whether the authorities heard of these things. I do
not know whether they were moved by them. But I do
know that Wilde’s last trial was conducted on new and
different lines  “ If names are written down,” said the
Judge, “I will read them out.” ¢ Quite so,” said Sir
Frank Lockwood, ¢ that is what I particularly desire.
Let us have no secrecy.” Taylor, concerning whom the
most extraordinary rumours were current, was put into
the box and invited to tell all he knew. He wriggled
and tried to keep up the “write it down ” mystery, but
it was of no avail. The Judge insisted on his speaking
out ; when, behold! the awful and dreaded revelation
amounted absolutely to nothing. So far as Wilde
was affected, however, the mischief had been done. Sir
Frank Lockwood seemed to be saying, “ We will show
you whether we are afraid to go to the bitter end with

this.” Te fought like a tiger. He out-generalled Sir
LEdward Clarke at every turn, and now Oscar Wilde is
condemned to a punishment which is regarded as the
limit that human nature can endure.

I said that the consideration of this case astounds
me. I repeat that it does. It is admitted that Wilde
consorted with a gang of the filthiest beasts and vilest
blackmailers that London can produce. The conviction
of one of them, Taylor, was apparently effected with
the utmost ease. .~ Why, then, were the others at largef
‘Why have not these predatory brutes not been hunted
out of the feetid ldirs before? Why have we had to
wait for the fortuitous action of the Marquis of
Queensberry, when we have got a highly paid police ?

 BECAUSE OF SECRECY.

That is the trouble. I sincerely hope that the
authorities now see how fatally mistaken is
the policy of treating these offences entirely
apart from ordinary crimes. I admit that, as doctors
tell us, some children are born with unfortunate instiacts.
I know that bad habits are acquired at school and col-
lege. I know that in after life the weed of evil, if un-
checked, will grow until it stifles and chokes all the
natural good in a man’s life. But Society owes certain
duties to itself. - Some men are born kleptomaniacs, but
still we punish the thief. Some men are born with
homicidal inclinations, but still we hang the murderer.
I do not ask for a red-hot iron wherewith to burn out a
neglected cancer. But I do say this. I know, the
police authorities know, to what a vast and terrible
extent the horror in our midst has spread of recent
years. Leb the police boldly make one clean sweep of
the panders and procurers, the tempters and black-
mailers—they could almost do it in a single night.
Then let our public school head masters consider whether
some different method cannot be adopted with our boys
—whether more candour, serious plain speaking, and
less foolish secrecy will not be better for the rising
generation.  Finally, is it not time that our
social leaders grasped the nettle as well, and ex-
cluded from their houses altogether the effeminate and
emasculated youths, who by their every word and gesture
justify the assumption that, like their lost leader, they
delight in “ posing as” creatures whom no decent man
would care to touch with a bargepole? Have not they,
with their simperings and silliness, their impertinence
and affectation, their mincing manners and performing-
dog-like accomplishments, been tolerated long enough ?
Need there be any more secrecy? Need we hesitate any
longer, in private or in public, to tell them what we
think of them ? T cannot help thinking that the thing
could and should be done. In society, husbands should
mildly but firmly insist on revising the visiting lists of
their wives. In less exalted spheres we all of us should
set our faces against the manner and pretence that
make for unrighteousness. There need be no mistake
about it. Men—that is, real, live, clean, and decent
men—know exactly what I mean. .

I shall, of course, await with curiosity any promulga-
tion that the “ Queensberry Association ” may desire to
make, but meantime I hold that the question of the
hour is not so much for leagues and associations
as for the individual. Our duty is very simple
and very clear. Let each one go straight forward and
do it, rigorously refusing to have any truck with
the ¢ unclean thing,” neither persecuting nor palliating,
neither terrorising nor tolerating, but only insisting, in
season and out, that there must be no more tampering
with classically glorified dirtiness. A man must behave
as a man. He can call himself a New Hedonist, or a
Decadent Poet, or a Blithering Idiot, or anything else
he likes, but directly, in word or deed, he commences to
“pose” after the manner of the Eliminated One, the
sooner he is taken in street or theatre and soundly
kicked the better it will be for the English nation and
the whole human race.— Your affectionate cousin,

Raxporrm.
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Pup Oscar Wilde case is discussed at some length by
my friend Randolph, and so I will say little about it here.

~ A Dbrilliantly clever if not a great man has disappeared

from our midst, and what is chiefly to be feared is that
the manner of his going may prove an injury to litera-
ture. I dread the reaction that may undo some of the
good work accomplished of late years by feariess and
outspoken writers. The public is always apt to act a
little blindly, and the Press generally encourages it
to do so. Already we are talking as if Oscar Wilde
~ and art were one and the same thing. There will be no
proper understanding of the world until we acknowledge
the fact that every man is simply a conglomeration of
divergent components. Had George Stephenson been the
vilest of creatures that ever lived the steam engine
would still have been a benefit to humanity, and any

future discovery to the effect that Galileo was not a
' moral man will never alter the fact that he was correct

ay to the movements of the earth. No student of hu-
man nature needs to be told how quite apart a man
often stands from his labours. Nero could play sym-
phonies upon the violin full of feeling and tenderness, and
our sentimental friend Sterne, who cried in print over
the death of his donkey, could, when he liked, be ex-
tremely hard to his own flesh and blood. Character and
intellect are by no means dependent upon one another.
It is much nicer to find genius associated with a gen-

~ tleman, but history teaches us that it can often exist in

the body of a blackguard.

It is a subtle thing—this human nature. The
Creator does not draw his puppets with the clean-
cut finish of an Adelphi dramatist. The villain
and the hero, the high-souled gentleman and the
low-minded beast, dwell together within the bones
of every living man. According to the balance of their
position so the man appears to his neigchbours. Which-
ever side of himself he allows the greatest license to will

i grow to be the predominating partner In the late Robert

"unnotlced by Dr. 3 ekyll’s compamons, , hidden as he was

. behind the respectable and more ample exterior of the

doctor. I very much fear there is a Hyde—two or three
Hydes—hidden away in most of us. The lesson that a
man like Wilde teaches us is to keep them in subjec-
tion, to crush down, as Tennyson advised us, “the ape
and the tiger” that we can never quite get rid of. The
evil that is in us resembles the genii in the “Arabian

_ Nights.” It can be bottled up into a small compass,

and then it will interfere with us but very slightly, but

. once, from carelessness or over-indulgence, let the cover

oft a little, and we are face to face with a monster before
whom we are powerless. It is the old, old lesson of
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My pEAR Dick,—Oscar Wilde and Henry Irving
were, by a curious and dramatic coincidence, the two
people. most talked about on the Queen’s Birthday.

To each of them was given the opportunity of
adorning their respective spheres in the theatrical
universe. Our morning papers on Saturday announced
that the long and honourable career of Henry Irving
was crowned by the conspicuous honour of knighthood.
In the “Extra Specials” of that night we read that
Oscar Wilde had been condemned to pass two years in
hard labour for having committed certain oflences
which came within the provisions of the Criminal Law
Amendment Act,

For myself, I' turned into the Iyceum for half an
hour, just to listen, when the performance was actually
stopped by the great shout of congratulation that
welcomed the first entrance of “Sir Henry.” Yet,
through all those cheers I seemed to hear the dull rumble
of the prison van in which Oscar Wilde made his last
exit—to Holloway. While the great actor-manager
stood in the plenitude of position bowing, and bowing
again, to countless friends and admirers, again there rose
before my eyes the last ghastly scene at the Old Bailey—
I heard the voice of the foreman in its low but steady
answer, ‘“Guilty,” “Guilty,” “Guilty,” as count after
count was rehearsed by the clerk—I heard again that
last awful admonition from the judge. I remembered
- how there had flitted through my mind the recollection

of a night at the St. James’s, the cigarette, and the
green carnation, as the prisoner, broken, beaten, totter-
ing, tried to steady himself against the dock rail and
asked in a strange, dry, ghost-like voice if he might
address the judge. Then came the volley of hisses, the
prison warders, the rapid hreak-up of the Court, the
hurry into the blinding sunshine outside, wheresome half-
score garishly dressed, loose women of the town
danced on the pavement a kind of carmagnole of
rejoicing at the verdict. ¢ He'll ’ave ’is ’air cut regglar
now,” says one of them; and the others laughed
stridently. I came away. I did not laugh, for the
matter is much too serious for laughter.

The more T think about the case of Oscar Wilde,
my dear Dick, the more astounding does the whole thing
seem to me, So far as the man himself is concerned,
it would be charitable to assume that he is not quite
sane. Without considering—for the moment—the moral
aspect of the matter, here was a man who must have
known that the commission of certain acts constituted
in the eye of the Law a criminal offence. ~But no
thought of wife or children, no regard, to put it selfishly,
for his own brilliant prospects, could induce him to curb
a depraved appetite which led him—a gentleman and
a scholar—to consort with the vilest and most depraved
scum of the town. Knowing, then, the sort of life he
led, knowing the character of his companions, how
could he feel surprise when the Marquis of Queensberry
objected to his acquaintance with Lord Alfred Douglas?
The most ordinary precaution for his own safety should
have prompted him to do what the noble Marquis
wanted, and drop his beloved « .?  Instead of this,
“he went flaring and flaunting about with that silly young
man, until his father came to hear of the goings on at
the Savoy Hotel, where the management had very

gla.inl% hinted to Lord Alfred that he was no longer a
esirable patron. :

““Tiord Queensberry then set out on a definite crusade.
On the first night of Z%e Importance of Being FKarnest,
George Alexander, fearing a public scandal, exerted his
utmost endeavours to keep Lord Queensberry out of his
theatre. And he succeeded. Iad he not done so Lord
Queensberry intended, when Oscar Wilde took his “call,”
to get on to the stage and thrash him there and then,
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afterwards explaining to the audience his motive. Fail-
ing this he left the now celebrated card at the Albemarle
Club. I have every reason to believe that he did not
through any deliberate forethought select the precise
wording of the phrase he wrote on that card. = Yet un-
doubtedly his accidental choice of the word “ pose ”
was Oscar Wilde’s undoing. All he had to prove when
indicted for libel was—not that Wilde * was” undesir-
able, but that he “posed as” being undesirable. Now,
even at this stage of the proceedings, had Wilde done
nothing it is probable that he would have only had to
fear a personal encounter with the Marquis. Sooner or
later his head would have been punched. That was
certain. But the evil day, with a little care, could have
been indefinitely postponed. Knowing, however, 'the
kind of life that Wilde led, and knowing that * posing ”
was all the Marquis had to prove, it was little short of
insanity on Wilde’s part to bring his first action. The
On the advice of so

m“ﬁj"amg%i_gg_ﬂinh—m. effect_was_an official con-
firniation of Lord Queensberry’s assertion. Such a ver-
dict meant social damnation. On the night before that
verdict was given, when the end was perfectly clear,
Wilde could have bolted, but he didn’t. Next day he
was arrested. He was tried, and the jury disagreed.

At this time a curious development occurred. In many
quarters a sort of sympathy arose for Wilde. It was
felt that he had committed social suicide. He was no
longer possible. He could not be admitted into decent
houses. Respectable managers could not produce his
plays. His name would be a bar to the publication of
No useful purpose would be served
by insisting on the penalty of imprisonment. It was
known that when he came out on bail he was refused
admission at two hotels ; he dared not show himself in
the streets. He was broken in health. He slept
hardly at all. He passed the nights pacing restlessly
about his room, nervously drinking tumbler after
tumbler of water—on one occasion emptying the contents
of his washing jug. He had undergone the nervous
agony of two trials. Had he fled the country and got
safely away, many people would have been glad.

Then came a new wave of feeling due to causes I have
already called your attention to. During the first two
trials and the Police-court proceedings, there seemed to
prevail amongst advocates and authorities alike one
great conspiracy of silence. Names were mysteriously
written on paper, read by judges, handed to juries,
muttered about, but never spoken.

Everyone said, *“ No names must be mentioned.”
And what was the consequence? People began to ask
why there was all this mystery. 'What was being hid-
den? Surely all this fuss must be about something im-
portant ? Then scandal started, and the most disgrace-
ful and discreditable rumours were circulated ; nobody
was spared. If illpess or business took a man abroad,
it was promptly said that he had fled from justice.
It was hinted that the authorities were ¢ afraid ”
v go on with the case for fear of the
awful revelations that would follow. I do not know
whether the authorities heard of these things. I do
not know whether they were moved by them. But I do
know that Wilde’s last trial was conducted on new and
different lines  ““ If names are written down,” said the
Judge, “I will read them out.” ¢ Quite so,” said Sir
Frank Lockwood, ¢ that is what I particularly desire.
Let us have no secrecy.” Taylor, concerning whom the
most extraordinary rumours were current, was put into
the box and invited to tell all he knew. He wriggled
and tried to keep up the “write it down ” mystery, but
it was of no avail. The Judge insisted on his speaking
out; when, behold ! the awful and dreaded revelation
amounted absolutely to nothing. So far as Wilde
was affected, however, the mischief had been done. Sir
Frank Lockwood seemed to be saying, “ We will show
you whether we are afraid to go to the bitter end with
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this.” e fought like a tiger. He out-generalled Sir
Edward Clarke at every turn, and now Oscar Wilde is
condemned to a punishment which is regarded as the
limit that human nature can endure.

I said that the consideration of this case astounds
me. I repeat that it does. It is admitted that Wilde
consorted with a gang of the filthiest beasts and vilest
blackmailers that London can produce. The conviction
of one of them, Taylor, was apparently effected with
the utmost ease. ~ Why, then, were the others at largef
‘Why have not these predatory brutes not been hunted
out of the feetid lairs before? Why have we had to
wait for the fortuitous action of the Marquis of
Queensberry, when we have got a highly paid police ?

BECAUSE OF SECRECY.

That is the trouble. I sincerely hope that the
authorities now see how fatally mistaken is
the policy of treating these offences entirely
apart from ordinary crimes. I admit that, as doctors
tell us, some children are born with unfortunate instiacts.
I know that bad habits are acquired at school and col-
lege. I know that in after life the weed of evil, if un-
checked, will grow until it stifles and chokes all the
natural good in a man’s life. But Society owes certain
duties to itself. - Some men are born kleptomaniacs, but
still we punish the thief. Some men are born with
homicidal inclinations, but still we hang the murderer.
I do not ask for a red-hot iron wherewith to burn out a
neglected cancer. But I do say this. I know, the
police authorities know, to what a vast and terrible
extent the horror in our midst has spread of recent
years. Let the police boldly make one clean sweep of
the panders and procurers, the tempters and black-
mailers—they could almost do it in a single night.
Then let our public school head masters consider whether
some different method cannot be adopted with our boys
—whether more candour, serious plain speaking, and
less foolish secrecy will not be better for the rising
generation.  Finally, is it not time that our
social leaders grasped the nettle as well, and ex-
cluded from their houses altogether the effeminate and
emasculated youths, who by their every word and gesture
justify the assumption that, like their lost leader, they
delight in “ posing as” creatures whom no decent man
would care to touch with a bargepole? Have not they,
with their simperings and silliness, their impertinence
and affectation, their mincing manners and performing-
dog-like accomplishments, been tolerated long enough?
Need there be any more secrecy? Need we hesitate any
longer, in private or in public, to tell them what we
think of them ? I cannot help thinking that the thing
could and should be done. In society, husbands should
mildly but firmly insist on revising the visiting lists of
their wives. In less exalted spheres we all of us should
set our faces against the manner and pretence that
make for unrighteousness. There need be no mistake
about it. Men—that is, real, live, clean, and decent
men—know exactly what I mean. :

I shall, of course, await with curiosity any promulga-
tion that the ¢ Queensberry Association ” may desire to
make, but meantime I hold that the question of the
hour is not so much for leagues and associations
as for the individual. Our duty is very simple
and very clear. Let each one go straight forward and
do it, rigorously refusing to have any truck with
the “ unclean thing,” neither persecuting nor palliating,
neither terrorising nor tolerating, but only insisting, in
season and out, that there must be no more tampering
with classically glorified dirtiness. A man must behave
as a man. He can call himself a New Hedonist, or a
Decadent, Poet, or a Blithering Idiot, or anything else
he likes, but directly, in word or deed, he commences to
“pose” after the manner of the Eliminated One, the
sooner he is taken in street or theatre and soundly
kicked the better it will be for the English nation and
the whole human race.— Your affectionate cousin,

Raxporra.

Jissen Women's University Library
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| Fingal O’Flahertie Wills Wijde, described as a writer

TIMES WEEKLY EDITION
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THE AFFAIRS OF 08SC4AR WILDE.

Before Mr. Registrar Linklater, on Tuesday, there
was o sitting for public examination in the case of Oscar

and dramatist, The receiving ordér was made upon

the petition of the Marguis of Queembcr'ry, w.ho
lclaims £677 in respect of costs in counexion wibth

legal proceedings instituted by the dsbtor.  The §tate-
ment gf aifairs gshows Liabilities £3,591, of which £2,514
is for money lent and £233 for tobacco, wine, jewelry,
flowers, &ec., while the valueof the assets, which con~
sist of ‘royalties on published hterary works and
plays  and . a. life = policy, 'is _nobt  given. I
appears that the debtor’s income has averaged
about £2,000 per year, w!_nch, he state‘s,' has
been derived chiefly, if not entively, from. }:ob'a.gxes, on
plays and literary works written by him. l%ese include
the plays, Lady Windermere’s Fan, An Ideal Husbund,
4 Woman of No I'mporiance, The Impm-fya’ncc of Being
Earnest, a novel entitled ¢ Dox;l,an Gray,”” and a bock
s called “* The Sphinx. &
Of'lpk:)ee rtr‘nlgbtor was broughLb up from Wandsworth Prisoa

in the custody of two warders. He stated, in reply to
é?zeb Offieial i’?.ecciver, that he was 40 years of ukgfei
He kept no books of account, He e:t.mat?d ﬂ\ti ha
his expenditure during the two or three years pzcﬁc{; 58%
the - date of the receiving order had been about f“’?"' A
per year. In July, 1893, his liabilities exceeded lhll}s
assets by about £1,450. It was about the tvxmergf :
conviction that he first became aware that he di ¥ x;gs
possess sufficient property to enable him to pay e Fo
debts in full. On his marriage in May, 11804,3 se,-t;i»
ment was executed comprising property belenging t-o. te;
wife, and the income derived thereironz bad :;mqm:th
to about £800 per year.. He had a hie mt_e‘rest Tor the
| property comprised in the deed sub, J’ei&f to .hfi _stm% sing
his wife, who was 35 years of age. The tmgmci:‘; ;uﬁ
settlement had made him au advance of ..1_,0JJ~:1AH
per cent, interest. He had also an interest in a ax?r
roperty under his father’s will. It wgs_slltuata in Ire-
a.ng, and produced between £100 and £150 a yezg. 4
In the absence of opposition by any creditor, the ex:
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The A¥rAIRS 6F  OSCAR WILDE—At the
Londpn- :pankmgmy Court, yesterday, the public
‘examination of Oscar Wilde, under his bankruptcy,
was held.—Mr. Grain, addressing the Registrar, said
hie applied for the adjournment of the public examina-
tion.  The bankrupt had filed his accounts, showing
debts £3,591, with substantially few or no assets, In
the future assets might be recovered.  Some friends
of the bankrupt had already subscribed a large sum,

’

and £1,000 was in hand. He believed, further, that

-it was almost certain, when other friends came back |

from sheir holidays, that a sufficient sum would be
subscribed to pay the creditors 20s. in the £, all
except the Iargest creditors, the trustees of the wife’s
arriage settlement, who had advanced £1,000 some
years ago at 5 per cent. interest, They were now ina
position to prove for £1,557, and it was  pro-
bosed to secure these debts by the assignment of
the bankrurt’s royalties and rights i various
lays. In that way it was proposed to gat rid of the
ankruptey proceedings.—The Registrar pointed out

that the Act laid certain obligations upon a kank- -

rupt.—Mr, Grain said that no doubt the Court
could get over any difficulty if it thought fit. He
was mow instructed to say that the subscriptions
had reached £1,500, and an adjournment would
‘bably result in the payment of the debts in full, %l?‘o
debtor had filed his accounts,—The Registrar asked
if the debtor had been before the Official Receiver,—
Mr. Pope, the Assistant Receiver: We have been to
“him. T do not wish o oppose this application, Having
regard to the position of the bankrupt it will make
‘no difference.—The Registrar said that the case was
really allocated to Mr. Registrar Linklater. He
would adjourn the examnation until that gentleman
resumed his sittings. The case was adjourned to the
17th of November, . i s
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'OSCAR WILDE AT THE BANKRUPTCY COURT.
’f - At the London Bankraptcy Court on Tuesday, Oscar Wilde was again

- brought up, in custody o: two warders, from Wandsworth Prison for the pur-

f@os_e‘ of his public examination. It will be remembered that
“immediately upon his conviction bankruptcy proceedings were instituted on
_behalf of the Marquis of Queensberry in respect of his costs of those

,;fproceedings, which amounted to over £600. Wilde says his income from

“his books and plays amounts to £2,000 ayear. He attributed his insolvency
to the failure of the legal proceedings against the petitioner and to his arrest
m;d conviction, but the Official Receiver observes that it appears from the
deficiency account that he had been insolvent for at least two years,
and that his household and personal expenditure have been considerably
in excess of his income. The debis are returned at £3,591, and
there are no available assets. Of the debts, - £2,514 " 55 js

~due for money lent ; £677 for law costs; £233 for tobacco,

‘wine, jewellery, flowers, &c., and £166 for household expenses, &c. Upon

ib}: previous occasion it was stated that the bankrupt’s friends were

avouring to raise sufficient money to pay the debts and rescind the
civing order, and that a sum of £1,500 had been subscri ed for the
ose. Reference was also made to the claim of the trustees under
the marriage settlement, and the difficulties in the way of dealing with
that claim, which it was hoped would be overcome. For this and other
reasons the public examination was adjourned. The bankrupt said that
his income was almost entirely derived from royalties on his. plays. He
never kept any books of account of any sort, but he lived up to his in.

amination was concluded. come. A few other questions having been asked, the inquiry, which

lasted only a few minutes, was concluded, and the bankrupt was re-
moved. Wilde looked somewhat worn and pulled down, but otherwise
less altered than might have been expected His manner was subdued,
and apparently he had very little liking for the scrutiny of which
he found himself the obect at the hands of the large numbers of well-
dressed loafers and sightseers who occupied the back of the court. The
bankrupt was dressed as on the occasion of the Old Bailey trial.

TIMES WEEKLY EDITION
Friday August 30, 1895

FINANCIAL NOTES.

THE AFFAIRS OF OSCAR W{LDE. .
Under & receiviag order made on July 25 lash .agalpst
Oscar Fingal O’Flahertie Wills Wilde, the petitioning
creditor being the Marquis of Queensberry, accounts
have been furnished showing liabilities of £:5{591, with
assets not stated. The debtor, latelyof 10, Txte-stregt.
Chelsea, 8.W., and now of her Majesty’s rison, Wan sé
worth, states that he is a writer and "mmahst, ani
that his incoms, which he estimates at £2,000 yleg;,
has been chiefly, if not entirvely, derived from roysl :
on plays and literary works. He states that beLls 3."
prey»engr interested in four dramatie works, vis., La Y
Windermere's Fan, A Woman of No Importance,
An Ideal Husband, sod The Importance o_‘f‘ Being
Farneet. He Is also interested in the novel ‘ Dorian
Gray,” and a book of poems entitled, ** The‘Spbuf}_l-
He gad 10 per cent. of the gross weskly receipts m
The Imporiance of Being Earnest up to £1,000, ;;l} :
er cent. on enything over that ameunt ; the royalties (;]
%ady Windermere's Fan did not amount to s0 x}l;cu’l
As to A Woman of No Importance and The 'ets
Husband, the terms were as follows :—1f the recclpto
were over £600 and under £800 per week, he wag 7
receive b per ceat. ; over £800 and under £1,0600, L
per cent, ; and on anything over £1,000, 10 per cea“;
These royaities were all paid weekly, and, to ?-
‘best of the debtor's belief, there was nothiag o:é
standing in respect of them at the date of hnsharfey i
\He attributes his ivsolvency to the failure of the .:501
‘procecdings instituted by him against the 'Mgrqu_:l tod
Queeusberry, aud to bhis arrest gnd c,.-?nmctxonulpciﬂl
recent trial of ¢ Regina v. Wilds.”’ The -tbthe
Receiver cays it wo?ﬁd appear, however, ’chay 3
debtor has been insolvent for at least two )le‘u;l;
and that his expenditure bas tbeen cons:de.ra,b 'yteml]-
excess of his income. Of the unsecured m(.beu o=
ness, sums amousting to £2,514 apg)e{:'sr to be 4
mouey lenb ; £677 for law costs ; £233 for to a)‘;olc”(
wie, jewelry, flowers, &c., and £166 for' house! o
expeuses. The creditors treated as parbly secfuthe
(£914) sre stated to hold a policy on the lfeko in[
debtor, and charges on the dramatic rights, klci,q o"% |
certain plays, The bousehold furniture and e!fc; A
the debtor appear o have been sold by the sher :
ing April last. < &
i ' du’fhegﬁrét meeting of creditors was held on l\xondaty. i
Mr. HumpHREYS stated that the debtor was. nqt :
present in o position to submit an offer to the eredi mse -~
The OrFICTAL RECEIVER 6aid that the onlybcom :
would be to pass a xesolut]-:on tltlat tthe debtor be
judged bahkrupt, and to elect a trustee.
- The rcsulutign for bankruptey having been agreed atg,~ :
a proposal for the sppointment of a trustee wus mens:
s bub negatived by the vote of the Marguis ofdQP? ne
berry, who was desig)oTns'tll:s}t the mratter should rem:
i ands of the Official Receiver. ¢
m’lt'ilxl: hublic examination of the debtor is fixed for T
Septcmﬁer 24 next. : e L :
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THE AFFAIRS OF OSOAR WILDE.

Before Mr. Registrar Linklater, on. Tuesday, there
| was o sitting for public examination in the case of Oscar
! Fingal O’Flabertie Wills Wijde, described as a writer
and dramatist, The receiving ordér was made upon
(the petition of the Marquis of Queensberry, who
‘claims £677 in respect of costs in counexion with
legal proceedings instituted by the dsbtor.  The state-
ment of affairs showsliabilities £3,591, of which £2,514
is for money lent and £233 for tobacco, wiue, jewelry,
flowers, &c., while the valueof the assebs, which con-
sist. of royalties on published  hterary works and
plays  sand . a life policy, 'is not given. I
appears that the debtor’s income has averaged
about £2,000 per year, which, he states,” has
been derived chiefly, if not entirely,frem royalties on
plays and literary works written by him. These include
the plays, Lady Windermere’s Fan, An Ideal Husband,
4 Woman of No I'nmportance, The Imporiance of Being
Farnest, s novel entitled ‘¢ Dorian Gray,’’ and a book
of poems called ** The Sphinx.”’

3 '.lgxe debtor was brought up from Wandsworth Prison
| in the custody of two warders. He stated, in roply to
| the Official Receiver, that he was 40 years of age.

He kept no books of account, He estimated that

his expenditure during the two or three years precedin

the ' date of the receiving order had been about £2,904
per year. In Jaly, 1823, his liabilities exceeded his
assets by about £1,450. It was aboub the time of his
conviction that he first became aware that he did nob
possess sufficient property to enable him to pay ell his
debts in full. On bhis marriage in May, 1884, a settle-
ment was executed comprising property belonging to his
wife, and the income derived sherefrom bad smounted
to about £800 per year. - He had a life interest ia the
| property comprised in the deed subject to his surviving
his wife, who was 35 years of age. The trustees of the
settlement had made him an advance of £1,000 at 5
per cent, interest. He had also an interest in a small
roperty under his father’s will. It was situate in Ires

Fa.ms), and en20tnr@3slitniver. Vo year.

In the absence of opposition by any creditor, the exs

amination was concluded.
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FINANCIAL NOTES.

THE AFFAIRS OF OSCAR WILDE.

Under & receiving order made on July 23 last against
Oscar Fingal O’Flahertie Wills Wilde, the petitioning
creditor being the Marquis of Queensberry, accounts
have been furnished showing lisbilities of £3,001, with
assets not stated. The debtor, latelyof 10, Tite-street,
Chelsea, 8.W., end now of her Bajesty’s Srisou, Wands-
worth, states thabt he is a writer and dramatist, and
that his income, which he estimates at £2,000 a year,
hes been chiefly, if not eatively, derived from royalties
on pllgs and literary works. He states that he is ab
present interested in four dramatie works, viz., Lady
Windermere's Fan, 4 Woman of No Importance,
An Ideal Husband, sod The Importance of Being
Earnset. He is also interested in the novel ‘‘Dorian
Gray,” and a book of poems entitled, ** The Sphing.”
Ho liad 10 per cent. of the gross weekly receipts from
The I'mportance of Being Earmest up to £1,600, and 15
ser cent. on enything over that amount ; the royalties on
Lady Windermere's FPan did not amount to so much.
As to A Woman of No Importance and The Idedl
Husband, the terms were as follows :—1f the receipts
wera over £600 and under £800 per week, he was to
receive b per cent, ; over £800 and under £1,000, 73
iper cenf, ; and on anything over £1,000, 10 per ceat.
‘hese royalties were all paid weekly, and, to the
best of the debtor’s belief, there was nothing out-
stauding in respect of them at the date of his arrest.
He attributes his insolvency to the failure of the legal
procecdings instituted by him sgainst the Marquis of
Queecusherry, and to his arrest and conviction in t.he
recent trial of ¢ Regina v. Wilds.”” The Official
Receiver says it wo(ﬁd appear, however, that the
debtor has been insolvent for at least two years,
and ibat his expenditurs has been considerably in
excess of his income. Of the unsecured indebted-
ness, sums amounting to £2,514 appesr to Le for
mouey lenb ; £677 for law costs ; £233 for tobacco,
wire, jewelry, flowers, &ec., and £166 for household
expeuses. The creditors treatcd as partly secured
(£914) ere stated to bold a policy on the life of the
debtor, and charges on the dramatic rights, &c., in|
certain plays, The bousehold furniture and effccts off
the debtor appear to have been sold by the sheriffi
during April last.

The first meeting of creditors was held on Monday.

Mr, HumraREYS stated that the debtor was not ab
present in a position to submit an offer to the credibors.

The OFFICTAL RECEIVER said that the only course
would be to pass a resolution that the debtor be ad-
judged bahkrupt, and to elect a trustee. {

The resolution for bankruptey having been agreed to,
a proposal for the uppoiniment of a trustee  wus made,
but negatived by the vote of the Marquis of Queens-

berry Whom W shanld remain
in the hands o ﬂm Oiliera. di?g{gpéﬁ‘sm&ﬂ}

The {‘)ublic examination of the debtor is fixed for
September 24 next,

i
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Tk A¥rARs oF OscAr W ILDE,—A®% the
London Bankru tey Court, yesterday, the public
examination of gscar Wilde, under his bankruptcy,
was held. —Mr. Grain, addressing the Registrar, said
he applied for the adjournment of the public examina-
tion.  The bankrupt had filed his accounts, showing
debts £3,591, with substantially few or no assets, In
the future assets might be recovered.  Some friends
of the bankrupt had already subseribed a large sum,
and £1,000 was in hand. He believed, further, that
it was almost certain, when other friends came back :
from their holidays, that a sufficient sum would be
subscribed to pay the creditors 20s. in the £ all
except the Iargest creditors, the trustees of the wife’s
marriage settlement, who had advanced £1,000 some
years ago at 5 per cent. interest, They were now ina
position to prove for £1,557, and it was pro-
posed to secure these debts by the assignment of
the bankrupt’s royalties and rights m  various
plays. In that way it was proposed to gat rid of the
bankruptcy proceedings.—The Registrar pointed out
that the Act laid certain obligations upon a kank-
rupt.—Mer. Grain said that no doubt the Court
-could get over any difficulty if it thought fit. He
was now instructed to say that the subscriptions
had reached £1,500, and an adjournment would pro-
bably result in the payment of the debts in full. g‘he
debtor had filed his accounts.—The Registrar asked
if the debtor had been before the Official Receiver,—
Mr. Pope, the Assistant Receiver: We have been to
him. T do not wish to oppose this application, Having
regard to the position of the bankrupt it will make
no difference.—The Registrar said that the case was
really allocgited iverait r.. He
would adjourn tﬂe examination until that gentleman
resumed his sittings. The case was adjourned to the
17th of November, <
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““I bave had an opportunity, although it is nothing
bo my credit,” writes a correspondent who has been
unfortunate enough to be incarcerated in Penton.
ville a._nd.Wandtworth Prisons, *‘ of daily secing hoth
Oscar Wilde and his companion, Taylor. I was placad
in the ceil next to that occupied hy Taylor in Penton-

ville. T saw him twice daiiy—at seven a'clock in the

morning, when his picked ozkum (3lb.) was weighed by a

vwarder, and also in the exercise yard. I remember

one morning Taylor saying to the warder, when he ra.
ceived his allotted tnsk‘, one piece of ozkum being par-
_diow xly thick and hard, Can’t you give me
| better material, srr 1t 1s Iar too rough for
my dolicate fingers,”” at which the other pri-
soners smiled. The warder gave a sncer, and
observed, ‘““Just chut it and clear away!”

In chapei I have observed Taylor listening attentively

tothe service and joining lustily in the s'nging, but in

tho case of Oscar Wilde he took lhittle, if any, notice of
the words which fell from the chaplain’s lips. I was
transferred with others to Wandsworth, where I saw

Wilde. He usually occupied the front seat in the

‘chapel, and when the only hymn.was sung he would
‘stand up and, with his left arm across his breast and
holding the book with lis right hand, he would gaze
around the chavel, now and again inserting one of the
corners of the book in his mouth, Whilst the sermon
or address was being deliverad he wonld pick up his
prayer boo lsbraryuceession
and then réplace it on the form. gain and again he
repeated this performance.”’

e
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OSCAR WILDE AT THE BANKRUPTCY COURT.

At the London Bankruptcy Court on Tuesday, Oscar Wilde was again
brought up, in custody o! two warders, from Wandsworth Prison for the pur-
‘pose’ of his public examination. It will be remembered that
immediately upon his conviction bankruptcy proceedings were instituted on
behalf of the Marquis of Queensberry in respect of his costs of those
proceedings, which amounted to over £600. Wilde says his income from
hiis books and plays amounts to £2,000 ayear. He attributed his insolvency
to the failure of the legal proceedings against the petitioner and to his arrest
and conviction, but the Official Receiver observes that it appears from the
deficiency account that he had been insolvent for at least two years,
and that his household and personal expenditure have been considerably
in excess of his income. The debts are returned at £3,591, and
there are no available assets. Of the debts, £2,514 5s. is
due for money lent ;  %£677 for law costs; £233 for tobacco,
wine, jewellery, flowers, &c., and £166 for household expenses, &c. Upon
the previous occasion it was stated that the bankrupt's friends were
-endeavouring to raise sufficient money to pay the debts and rescind the
receiving order, and that a sum of £1,500 had been subscri ed for the
purpose. Reference was also made to the claim of the trustees under
the marriage settlement, and the difficulties in the way of dealing with
that claim, which it was hoped would be overcome. For this and other
reasons the public examination was adjourned. The bankrupt said that
his income was almost entirely derived from royalties on his plays. He
never kept any books of account of any sort, but he lived up to his in.
come. A few other questions having been asked, the inquiry, which
lasted only a few minutes, was concluded, and the bankrupt was re-
moved. Wilde looked somewhat worn and pulled down, but otherwise
less altered than might have been expected His manner was subdued,
and apparently he had very little liking for the scrutiny of which
he found himself the ob'ect at the hands of the large numbers of well-
dressed loafers and sightseers who occupied the back of the court. The

banlkropt was grsastd 35 SELAARRED LA, DR it
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