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               OSCAR WILDE IN PRISON.
                              em,.nN.M!I
             PDe P'rofundis2' By Oscar Wilde. (Methuen. 5s.)

                              w
                          [Publlsbed To.day.1
        Every dircumstance combines to make this bcK)k
    'interest. There has been no greater tragedy in

     v,'hich happened at the Old Bailey ten years ago,
     career of Oscar Wilde was quenched ln hideous
     stepped, in his own words, " from a sort of eternity of
     sort of eternity of' infamy " ; and when,
                                              .   Euh.•hee,iiiw;d:.gMigii'i'hrs.X,RiXe:•"gg."ihlSe.'.de,3g.:itiX2oS,eeSo,g9,n',EOs?$',i/ie',aS

     the first time, it is possi,ble fo;r us to say that we know'
     of the real Oscar NVilde. In his lifetime he had the
     being a poseur. He airbed at the reputation, and he .
                                          the man     He was the man of letters, the •man of wit-,
b.iti,11ne/,ik•ij•in/Ed\•i',i/S,Ii./ln:wla.ll,i,{igbei'X'ihlY':s,g,Åé"il•:iW,$agin:d,,l'1(-:,,/iil/ii]ag,,,iO,W

F"i' }'.l•r'li•-iE,.gfa,gl,,lh,W.hl5C,h!d:.adstt.b.iRs.hedshortiyafterhisreieasel.

 1111i'i'.C.aESe;ge,r,i,S,,So..a:,c,}'.en,t.a.,h.i,s.t,o.ryIt,h.a.t.gte..Rfil,s.,si?Ae.t,grevive

     in gaol, •towards the close of his two years
   ,. Iabour. According to Mr. Roberts Ross, t.o-y.lhgrp. th.e

'`•
11•Z•9S,re,Si.'2•SIwa.,?.;h.s,',a.s,:•6p.'o,s.e.v.vo.Fk./e-.,e,v.ervvrote•

   f' The expression must not be misunderstood.L'Ilie
   i' slÅqetch of the author's spiritua! .development' und'e-r
   t. as might be:imagined, that development does not
 .,t. F. the lines approved by Dr. .Torrey and General Beoth•
 --g..• little of the penitent form:there is a great deal of .
   E' the-An.creL Much of the book is far tog sacred and
 acF comment: but Ferhaps what will most forcibly strike
  "'k the unexpectedness of it.all. It is not easy to

..
.:., g     Wilde of popular legend with the oonvict wbo writes. : `,`

  ,F to Reading Gaol and say, `That is where the artrptic
 ?':''li•' M""'1ti'i',W,.el.I"ti,t,.II'lg.h.`.iA2F,d,i?siW.Of'.Se,Rlfa.ce.S,',',;.Ohr.rt`hthS,:

   i, to Oxford, and when society sent me to prison. I will not
                                                 thatL-' -'

-
l• is tha ;best thing that eould have happened to me; for

s.,'.xEJ. i,a",O.ur,,.OiGillO,,gr,g?t,bÅqXta:'g`.eSe,"2•,W.?rSS,,M,,Y,seS;.i,W.,O.",'!;,:O,O,".er

    1 a.'.ddf,g,r,t,h.aiSP,X,rv..ger,Si.`i'S.ySa\iei,i,.tugr.n.edd..t.hegoog.thing.sofrp,y

L-"ii`''Åí19"1' It ls ma.t, of course, that prison life was not

)f- made Åíasier, to him. To such a tcmperarrK)pt as his--
      undisciplmed and vvith a Fptassionabe love for the beautiful

,. .the ordinary'discomforts and de
      terriblY acdentuated Th'ere.is a strlking passage at
     .Df-the book.,in vvhich he describes the ' paralyslng,

t   - T .- i. ".r,. t.--rlr.r tFl .t " '.-, .t ' , .X
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                          one of supre
                       literature than •:•igi:
                        when the dazzling., , . .. N..,.-
                           darkness. Hei, .i:"Sr'-"iL•-••: .. .. .r:'.,•.-
                                              +                                           .]. ..t .. .L "                              fame td af ' .. t' :P
                                             . t: .-.t                                                  '                three years after his release,•.r ....'.:'.si-''.i -:.i.`'•i.?'...i•.','f.,,",. .

                             thought thaY:'" '}1,I':=;h••fi-l'?,Ltt,.-, z. 11-•1':il•K-

                                   '                          perplexing. a.n.d.
                           but to-day, forl,z
                               somethingtI .-'' ,Ki"''
                            r.eputation ore s... t-.. ..
                                   -t ... ,                             crl or ied in• iL ' z+t . ,.' .' f: "..i . -. •' - .,.' ';: ':)"' j'
                           Of,l:-lt."",rcriT,fi""5';i,,-'i//S/illlii/llil',ilillli'il"'1'il:;-"il-:ill'lil,iliiiliii.iili'il"1'iili-li'i'll,'i'i'I'l

                         its opmion as to f: -' ,iL' •- " ;-' r'1' J' "111 •. ' . :: ,' Ei-;Li:•, :i'

                                                       f.. r                                           jv ". i)-- 4"E.-l lcr:.-                         "oieit8hW.as;lii,llili#,$:li.i{,i,i"i,l-•,,i.ii,l.S/,,tl•'i./tl"/illl•/t','.'li"Ii'//k''ii;ii:S3igl'\"S`'gel!.-l"i.ii'l'`.r,i

                               Andinow,'/i#, .t:i,rl s,., "' t: • ,-, -•.`, ,,
     pthe probl, e'm of his persQnality, when hisl -"," ny t . .
                               his pla;ys,.-• ::: . .. t
                                    .                    ,.,,isgn"-lia"det'//,/,tW.p,lg/kti/ig,..,..?st{,ts.,...,.,i.f-sg-ii.ts,;'-••

                            , . 1 '., .;-t-.-.,' ..- . ,- S-.-                                   g 1 - )., -t --.L,. .t: ".:... ,.j ...;--pt                               tmok i's a:'i. i`•'Ji-l.,;'i:'l'tki-'''-'i',r.',. . ."':'it);N'

                           suffering' ; bott,;{• '"'1'!•"i,-1ii•:' '-, ii-'-.'ti'i.:"..
                           prec; sely folloyv •' xi: -.';"" - - " ' -:. .I -'-.'ii i' {-i::i -

                                There is '; 'f:.'' ''`' ....i-•i •
                            wrestling with' //'i ,- '
                             tXlitiM,[ll13e,,f`l//lg'' .,,.:..,i'E- .i

                                           "t' '- '"t' '; -" ti't '                        recencile the Oscaas '.e; -'.i-'." v.-.. .
                              Rf•RfePi!eeallllg'nt"/2, '""'-'..i..".;.,:i.i;-J

                             --' 'i'' ''' '' ''-';
                             father sent.me'"t,' ti.r-. '.-.'t.-' ":•k ;':
                             sapy,-;h.gg P.'6S.Oi"d 'i "v•1.;,il'E..gli,i•:i-. .".".,.,-::l!l"

                               say, or hear g a . t"' .. : : i-.-.---'-;..
                              MYii?ee't"oerSeilitel; 3 , f.-,i..,,;.ÅqIggjTb.-f"L' ,, ..

                                         f tt- ny "tt :tr tt t t tL tt' H rt
                          irksome, or waS .: i.it::v ., ..-..•
                                                t u -"                           pleasupg..-lovinÅqr ' ' ' " . '"' ''.J..V[
                               in Nature- -'i -- -' '- '' '-'' i.I•
          gradations of priso" mt"hS.t. ib'iSlil?nllX, ?.g i/1-lli..;.., .',- .... .',;,vl-1'i'2" 111i

                                              : re,."'                            imm-obiiir,y, .pk l.{1":•i,.',."•;:S.//[!•1•'..,t`ltli/il.fii:'•':ilS.;1:i

                            ' ''' . ..:i'11•L')l."'ktt'tt.i.l,'".'l'iL,"ttr,/'.t}ttJi';;1,•I,,:ltt,'lÅíEl"i"',ii,'.L'

1')J..i'tll•1-tt/,it.'t?l-t5F:•,!,ilJ,;..[i-i,2-J;•,[:.Ii.l,.,'.f-.:f:lti.",.."'--.": x''.'k:/t.'tl'i?-Slilp•i.,,ittt'.-g-1,'I"-C./ltt-";'tl",.1•:m/;.-II-/il,Iill,i/tr,l-,lit-."'lti.IIli,/•tStittilr,I.,"t'`'/1/i")'•,t"•'.i.';i'ilEi
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   between two policemen,
   bc!(ore the whole erowd,
   silence, he mights   head, I passed him by.
  that,

    We have mentioned
 'that this is in the '
 are, indeed, almost no
 punishmeqt, apart from
 the last yieLar of his

 "I have," he says, ``
 httniarity fias been in the
 .cro outI sha11 remember
[ from aimost everybody."
t The dominant note
 of sorrow which ruiis
 verites, "co )iparable to
 seems to me to be the
 the eye or thf. appetite,
 but out of sorrow have
 child or a star thp.re is
 h{m, tbough, with a c

g6!i,.'g•ts,9aP,r.iÅq,n,omedg.i

 sayS, f` Is nQt He who
 that when he wrote it-

ttptirase." ' ' '
-- L-t-- tu F.-tt-t

N Vy--

                                                     S"{:.J'rl". ?v.e;

      Of seed-time or harvest, of the reapers bending over the corn, or the
   gtap'e: gatherers threading through the vines, of the grass in the orkhard
   made white with broken blossoms or strewn with fallen fruit: 'of these we
   knbw nothing, and can know nothing. -
      For us there is only one season, the season of sorrow. The very sun
   and•.moon seem taken from us. Outside, the day may be blue and gold,
   -but .the light that creeps down through the thickly-muMed glass of the small
   irontbarred window beneath which one sits is grey and niggard. It is
   ,a•:wtg/g,//sti,g,ht.,i2,.o.nglg,,ce.ig•,gg,i2,i.'.a;.wa,y,s,t,w,i,':'g,h,t.}n,,o.n,g's.h.e,:•.rt.•,,An.g

   mere. The thing that you personally have long ago forgotten, or can easily
   foFget, is happening to rpe now, and will happen to me again to-morrow.
     And we 1earn later on that.`` the calendar of my daily conduct and
  labour that hangs on the outside of my oell-(loo•r, with my name and
  sentenee writben upon it, teils me that it is May." That is only one
  of an infinite nurrMber of ways in which two years' hard labour foil
  Bill Sikes differs from two years' hard labour for Os.car
  Wilde: rx)rhaps the 'contrast was in his mind whenL
  he writes in another place that "the prison style is abso-
  luteiy and entiseiy wrong." To himself no drop of an.q"uish
  seems to havtt) been spared. During his term at VVrandsworth, he
  Bays, he longed to die; and when, on iremoval to Reading, he found
  hin)self imptoving in health he was fi11ed with r4ge : " I determirfed
  l'o commit suicide on the vvery day on whlch I left psison.'' The very '
        he complains, makes the wearers-grote$quc. "We are the  lress,

 zanies of sorrow. X•ve are thl. 616vvrns WfioSlvl he5rts are broken.
 We are specially designed to appeal ,to the sense 6f humour''' :---

      On November 13, 1895, I was brought down hete from London• From
   two      o'clock till half-past two on that day I had to stand on the centre plat.
   {•.Orll9..Ok`.?.'ailliCM.,J,",",C."i?.",,S'.n.CR,"Vg;`.d,'eiS.•,,a,2.d,h.a.n,d,ClSf,ill,l6.{Or.tl:lt.W,O.r,i!Sx

   notice being given to me. Of all possible objects I was the most grQtesque.
   When people saw me they laughed. Each train as it camp up swelled the
   audience. Nothing could exceed their amusement. That was, of course,
   before         they knew•who I was. As soon as they had been informed thex
   lapghed still more. For half an.hour I stood there in the grey November
   rarn surround.ed by a jeering mob.
                                          i{,F.o,r,a.,ye,{?g.;:sflheg,th,a.g•,h.e',s,a,y.sG.he.w.e,p,t,,e6er,y,,.e,a}QtR.t,kh.e,,s.a,M.e,,.hO,tL"

      When I was brought down from my prison to the Court of BankruptCYs.
            waited in the long dreary corridor thag
      whom an aetion so sweet and sirpple hushed inte
                      as, handcuffed and with bow'eagravely raise his hat to me,
      Men have gone to heaven for smaUer things 'than

ord,..t ,hyegg.i,'.'C5dbe.n8Sk'.bf"S,l'g.pe",S.tpe",Oit..be.,S."RSIIi.Il,g.

      other referenoes to the materiai side of his
      the strangely signifioent admission that it was
  sentence that wrought the chan.qie, in his outlook•
       had a year loager of imprisonment, buti
        prison along with us all, and now.when I
        great kindnesses that I hasre reoeived her.e

      of thesNe confessions is the mystic aderation'
      through them. "There is no truth," ha
        sorrow. There are times when sqieow
     enly truth. Other things may be illusions pS
        made to blind the one an.d cloy the athers
       the           worlds been built, and at the birth of a'
       pain.'' It was, he admits, a discovery' tQ
     hara'cteristic touch of es.roism, he. recalls that

        was prefigured in his •books. He ncaUs
        the bisbop in ``The, YQptng King," who
                  wiser than ttw. s,.k.rt. ? '•.{ admitting     made mis?)ry
      thewof-d.au...se,el}}efl.;.,.$s•,.o}.l$•llfl,s.,s.•itk,}Y,l9.l•-Ll•Ilor'etl,liliLL".'-1:.
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r. knbw nethingi and can know nothing. • -. -- 's
'?i For us there is only one season, the season of sgrroNy, Tlte very sunttx
E-. gn.d,},m.o?,n,,;e?,m.,t.a,k,e.n,,fr,o.m..us,,•,,.O.,'ilsi,d,e6,h,t,fi,a.y..mtgz,'l;7,.k4'"g,a.'S,g.oti•:

t irontbarred window beneath which ene sits is grey and mggard. It idis
s always tviilight in one's cell, as it is always twilight in one's heart.. An? in tfie sPhete of thought, no less than in the sphere of time, motion is n$

} more, The thing that you personally have long ago forgotten, or can easilyW'
p- forgbt, is happening te rpe.now, and will happen to me again to-morrow. -'-".
Sl' Ahd we 1earn later on that." the calendar of my daily conduct andi
ll.i..a..lil9,.U.rtliha.t.h•tiesgS.86n.t,!,,O."il,Sid.e.O,fh.M,Yi,9I•l,ii'i's(.dooyf;,Wilihlls.M,Yi,"a.M.ieya.".:l!

Gaz

'

' of an infinite nufrptber of ways in which two years' hard labour fort.-•
                                               '  Bill Sikes differs from two 'years' hard labouir for Os.c.ar
,Wilde: perhaps the '.'contrast'waS in' his mind wheu{-
l' he writes in another .plaeq that..`fthe prison sty!e is absQ-,'
•;L gu.b.el{!.•,,a.ndha.entl;Xi:I:,,wpa'o,edng.•"D.TinOgh.hi:.l,Se,i.f."O.,d"L9.P.dO,f..anhnbiliii:b$i .

''  says, he longed to die; and when, on iremoval to Reading, he foul/itdES -'
  himself impeoving in health be was fi11ed wlth r4ge : " I determinedi '
  lo commit su!cide on the very• day en which I feft psison." . Ehe verpe .,
  iress,• he-mmplatns' makes the wearers;.grotesqusk.. "We are .'
Lig'tHzanies of sorrow. .NVe are thC. el6wris vvho{S5v'hearts atxe broloen;

 --We abe specially designed to appeal ,to the sense bf humouf" , ''.

      On November 13, 1895, was brought down hete from Londen• Froml'
   two o'clock till•half-past two on that day had to stand on the centre plat.
   torm'of Clapham Junction in convict dress, and handcuffed, for the worlcr
   to look at• had been taken out of the hospital ward without a momenVs ,i-, -'ii`"' "
   notice being given to me. Of all possible object$ was the most grotesque. "
   When people saw me they laughed. Each train as it came up swelled the
   audience. Nothing could exceed their amusement. That was, of course,•re
        they knew•who was. As soon as they had been informed thex'-   •before
   laughed still more. For half an,hour stood there m the grey Novemlrer

   rain surrounded by )eermg mob. ' S
 For a..year after th.at, he says, he wept every day at the sarne houere
 and for the.same space of time. But there were kindnesses also
11-.,b,e,.!wY,.'ehn,e,"gwi.o,IIgp,S.o/i,cr,O,.ll.lgtini,t,liliW.lllfiiiOIt,t.e,M,,,Y.,:8rS'sShOen,.t:Oo,?tgh.e.d,Clg,/t"y,?ioilttb,okgru,Pt/lilia,Yt;•.,{

.. silence, he might gravely raise his hat to me, as, handcuffed and with boWedi b
l. head, I passed him byt. 'Men have gone to heaven for smaller things 'than'"f'

L() . that.

. We have mentioned these incidents but it must not be suPposed
that this is in the ordinary sense a book of prison experiepoes• ThepcE
are, indeed, almost no other referenoes to the material side of nis
punishment apart frQm the strangely siornifioent admission that it was
the last )-etir of his sentence that wrought the changie in his outlQok
" I have,           he says,                      had a year loager of unprisonment buti
httmarity fias been in the prison along with us all and now when E
o' o out shall rem`ember great kindnesses that have reoeived her.g
frpm aimost everybody

.-

.f,'i .rh,?.d.ote,na,•.?i,n.o.tgo,A,8h.e,{g2,o,pik/if;sion`s.ifi.:.he,,my.s.tic,,a.(,ior,,atitt

i,lgrslheg,.,lxg'`tiga6kaue.t.o.,s,olr,zw,fi...lilk:llcl,,il•fie.,tlhg:e,s.wk•rr.,:oAgo.wfig:.

Jgh.e,e.y.?.Q,rg.l}fl,.a,R,p,e.!i.t.e,,,m.ad,e,..:g,,btt'd.tefi,,o,?e..a.n,d.,Ci,O,Y.t,ts•,e,,et.1]E'Ts•[i'

child or a star there is pain.'himtbough,withacharacteristii ct trv.a,Sfih.ef&.d.Flgt.",C.diig'2gOys,'\hS.llijil2-

all this later knoNvledge was prefigured in his books.                                                    He recaes
g.}grs,?,iaily,RRp,.p•.hrg;Lg,;e.o.f.52:c}.l:6s.boP.,'.n,,ilil}{K,\.O."ff,bct,,"i/1".g,.,,U•.h

that when -he wrote it- the words " seemed to'me iittle more timt

-•
t••:t'.•t ". ' • :' ",1-at)"ts".
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                          ' .. The writer's references to his trial'and Punishment--for whi'cti a
 "eurious world Nv;lll Lre attape--are candid and w'.ithout bitterness. An.
 e!d'friend .called on hl-m to protest beiief m his innooenoe; ' " I burst
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 'Where ,he tells the story of his fall and of his repentance:-
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                 "DE PROFUNDIS."i
    From such a woyk as Oscar Wilde " De Pr efundis "                                                     thexN
 iterarycritic stand aside. Itisahumandocument of the mosEi
 gerasc;ic and poignant kind or it is                              nothing. Poets, novelists, andi
geramatists have tried to imagine for us what a man feels as he
ishtau:$i?'at2'o"n5hnedSsC.aftffeO;tdngOJIrfifatliehisdoi•iw'"nkSsiA2ot-h.ehudmr8ncrSjutshtie'ceC"hP..Oi

 prepared for him, And we Judcre whether they have done well
 or ill according as they realise what our ewn imaginatlon suggests
 te us and express it m language which appeqls to our literary
  ense. In this case no such question arises. Hereisa ma
 gg,grA6n,".p,Åí,hhi.mggifaig,tRifi,,e,s,ug,i.ca.s,e.•.w,trl•i.nF.gro,m..ti.s,gglssn

gea:as\;aohpkebewfOhE2hhis$eeemXse2o"tifi2Veb"Xoi"retdh'geS:'nP,th;,21ura.,S9\?'i

twSÅí,i,.ihiS,,2e,lh3h,egihZ.\,:.'G'/e,e,Xl,/Xwk.g/ke,fs/i"ei6,,i,k',"./1:,Åí,/3,,a,,k,,ea'i,S,',igdij.ig/Fh,l71.2,shklhi{h,:a,sS

k This/Roint is worth making at the outset, for otherwise we
k9•l/",/Åé,?sheii//}e,bC'"`",i:t.I/Åqas,l,B.2a$d,tll'l."/i,/kl./l/[,?rrha.i'//R.le,"gi'/P':,lgki,",le'i.{h/ti'ieO,,ih:e:,,t'bh,12a,F//i.gSl/1"2'l,re.'"'
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estminster
                        PROFUNDIS." f
                        Oscar Wilde's " De Prefundis ?
                         lt is a human document
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He will not ev" en now persuade himself that his life ef pleasure,

 with its perverse passiGns corresponding, as he says somewhere,
ke his love of paradox in !iterature, is to be repented ofasthe"
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 ;the world with that passion in my soul.                             And so, indeed,1 went out, andi io I.
 'lived•      My only mistake seas that I oonfined myself so exelusively te the "•rees et .
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  nk about himself and about life.
     Humility in the artist is his frarik acceptance ef all exp
                                         isbcok NIViid' iences That in a sentence is the thought ef th
 escribes himself as filled witllt$giMi!itterness and scorn and terribl
                  during"nyXilgefirst year of his imprisonmen nd impotent rage
 a"ddg"Iietnh;S,i.P.i,r,itd.htetSha.Y.S'.dhe.IYil",gdfi,h,"t"ye.gY.ittell.lllii.PrAign,,i{b.''

 ear he tells us he learned humility--•that humility ot the artist wit
ts '` frank acceptance of all experiences --and with it came peaca

                                       his life of pleasur  e will 'net even now persuade himself                                   that
 ith its perverse passiQns correspondina as he $ays somewhere
   his love of paradox ;n literature, is to be repented ofa-s th
  issioner would count repentance. Yet we need not troubl our
 elves about words. . There is nothincr which rin.as truer in th
 ook than the profound self-•abasement with v,'hich he looks bac
 pon' this life of pleasure with its emptiness its artificiality, ft' .

 eta,chment from all the reali,ties of lite ''
  This New Life, as threugh my love of Dahte I like sornetimas to eal1 it, t8,
                                              developme                  but BSmply the continuanee, by rr.eans.efIbourse, no'new life at &il
                          remember whep I was at Osiford saying t ,  d evolution, oÅí my former                    liEG,
 ne oÅí my friends aB we were stro11ing round Magdaren's narrow. bird-hsunt ,
                          I took pey degree, that I wanted to ea.Åí ., alks one morning in the year before
,. he truit of all the trees in the garden of the w'orid, and that I was going out int' ,
 he world with that passien in my 6oul. And so, indeed, I ment eut, snd'ip.
i`Vhe,dt'

,,e" .i'Y ,dOnti .' .M,`Stt ka,k 2.W.a-iftt`e]dt.i.29ehfi."$,[llg.S,ei,f.Si,ehX.e.i",S,id"etlhY.t.Otkh,e,::'dee.Si'

 ts shaaow and its greom. Fsil"re, difigrace, poverty, sorfew, despair, sufferin. i,'
           broken •"ords that come from }ips in pain, remorse that mak ears evep,the
 ne walk en thorns, eonseienee that ocndemns, gelf-abasement that pllnish .S"
 e misery that puts aghee on its head, the anguish that ehooses ssekcloth fer''
. imenb and into its own drink puts gall : all thege were thingu ef whie'h i w '.
      Aud as'! had determined to know nothingof thern, 1 was torced to ttts , fraid
 aoh oÅí them in turn,               to feed on them, to have tor a geuson, indeed,                                              nc other t

.e a!1.

.Åé I threw the pearl ot my soul into a cup of wine. I went derv
.he primrose path to the sound of fiutes. I lived on honeycQm
 ut to hqve continued the same life would have been wrong..
 ecause it would have been limiting. Ihad topasson. Th-
Jther half of the garden had its secrets for me also.'} Though th"
 rthodox may frown at the reason given---" because it would lstav '

- en limiting "---there is no difference in their conclusion andthis
  e ",had to pass on," and the road led through a muddy track t-
;Reading Gaol. There is something.profoundly teUching in •thq page t
L'

 ' n whic• h he tells ps be svill cast out bitterness and rebellioh, realisi.-
 ti.S,tW.h,?Iehie,X?`e'.i,e."CCilif,'9,f".Se.,t.ORifl,.aSjl)ft'tllP,ed.,Odf.h,'bS,,Pea"naktYlhZ"r..

e.r tO.Uys'C.h,",r,ac.t.e.rk.,`,`igi.o,n,:.,l2,a,sb,E}gg.e,d&f,,h,a,vi/?.g,b,e:gp.u.n,isky2S,l{'2

 ave been punished at a!l. {' ".                          It I am not ashamed ef my punish
 ent, as thope not to be, 1shall be ahle to think and walk an

,-

hg.}\ghh{Se.ed.Q.m,•tig,,lts,,2,ge,fy.,a,d,g}it,ag,e,g,a•,s.s.ag.e,.b.e,sR•,xa5,s,e

nto the air, and hide it as a secret disgrace jn thqir hearts, an
 tlength,. like poor poisoned things, creep into some hole an
.ie. It is wretched that they should have to do so, and iti,

.
. reng, tetribly w, ro.ng, Qt . society that it sheuld force them to d'
 g. ,.. When the. man's punishment is over,.it leaves himt
,kMiSig.lhfF{h,a.t,Ys:.os.a,y,•,it,a,b.ap,go.gg•.g}•i•pagK,\•g.,v,ef.yffg.m,,e,ny.\\g•"

.

, UnnUig of thetconvjct after he has paid his' penalty is perhap'
,• e greatest cruelty that society inflict$-on him. Oscar YVil'

 oes n•pt moralise about prison, 'retQrm, but.he'enters a touchin
 !ga tor all prison,ers a!id captlve$,.                              Here ig aLpassaqe which ma
   , t =.. t . -." t.t )t .p- tt- t. =tJt. '. :"L't
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i'Vh4t Lhit meap$
," his can realise iU
 Bankruptey, betwesn two policemen,
;, before the whole crowd,
' •he might gravely raise his hat to
 passea him hy.
L, in this spirit,

 feet Qf the poor, or
 ene single werd to him abo"t what
 moment wkether he is
 a thing tor which one ean
 the treasure-house of my heart.
/i."O,t,h,ihnE.ideSE,?•:V.eÅír.F,2S.S;bti.',,:ePa"

              a the proverbs andc. sophy barren, an

•silent aet of love has unsesled fer
lbhhl,e,ll9.gty1',t,;,ha,rhe.se,e..n.d.bdr.o..:ghtme

;.paple are able to unaerstand

I 'i'he friend wa$ indeed a friend,

lnow let the reader consider
I,ill.i.i'./',heYtiliÅí:.g:'ii"2ni,/il/llftiff/Kllli,IS/',,i".e.tf,:aÅqn2,/k,E,g,"t,y'

11;m,Uinltii'iaa,g)c,ee,dhY..rbilre7"rOettehse,l12i"3e,nit.O,fki.,.

itdoms seemedi mean to the looker-on.
tdihe rtile.

k, Everything about mytragedyhas
ptyle; our           very dress
gnre elQwns whese hearts are brcksn.
ec.IIitiEie,Otf.h.".M,,Oi".'.'kO,iliiNif."ief.m,I:,?Ei3•

e,piatforrn ef Ulapham Junetion '
F,look at.         I hsd
,$,isill/l'Ipi,ei.kiiti..inkMgek'x.yOksghs"eo•gsg#Leeh

Mmob.

gA man wbo has, gene
ithis passage may be
eshe     Home OMce and lead
e.pt convic{s in prison dress '
P barharity.

. We wr11 not moraliseover
'said was said and done

,s bet teuchinsvly,written pages
 are to be found in this book
                            ''before him, in
Jhas vindicated itself towards
' Christian to bis memory. h

 l- rk""

..r E] "

   -Ngk ' ''-;

Vestminster
       ereiTs"`ilroYsiir6iita".'"'"ge't.eday"NpmpePg;pT":!ew{1re"s;s

They will know nothing of lite tM th'ey do--and natures likdi
 VV'hen I was brought down frDm my prison to the Court e L

  ett:':'t" t"'ill reaiise how and in what sapnirditaitXgyYSehWoithdMaeSergeOacMhUXI?r. t.h!nr. Pe:haps, theyi

                                          and he deserves his tribute. An
                                      thls: '
                                                          beg ISeen one of pub!i                                         mete(l euU My let
                                       mieery, of ruin, oi disgraee, b"t I sm no .,
                                                      that i used to say that r.                                           I                                             remember
                                         if it carae to me with purple pall snd
                                 tnat the dreaflful tbing aboyt                                                           modernity rvag that iti
                                     eomedy, so that the great realities Eeemed com."
     "" aiwaysbeentrueahio"utSEE•le.'"}Sf..;S`lil}"l•,e,t,r,PdeatbhO.:t.IlliOd.eEe:9\-

                                         'i'he niueteenth eentury is ue exception t -

                                          been hideous, me&n, rqpelleng raeking in"
                             makesusgrobekggea,,Ellp",,A,r,?iy'bde.,?•,"".g"d"tO.ÅíSOprrpeO.Y'toYt:'

                                       '1895, I was brought dowN here irom I-gadon.."
                                     twe en that day l had.to stsnd on the eentr
                                    in eonviet dress, an,1 bandcuffed, for the worid t
                       been taken out of tbe hospital. vvard -ithoub a memenb's netieet
                                         objQets I wag the mogt grotesque. Wheq
                                          train ag it eame up swe}led the audiiencer
            othing eeuld exceed their amugement. That wae, oÅí course, before they knew"
                                       heen iaformed they laughed stil! rmore. Fo
                      I stood thera in tho grey Novembew riieq surrounded by a jeering-;

                                  through tkat has indeed par'd. We                                                                        hopes
                                  pondered                                             by the                                                             Dapartment eE                                                     Pri$on
                                    them to consider whether the conveyanceV
                                         is nDt an altogether unnecessarM
  -"-- b,.d.ll,[.hte.",Ppr,i,S,Orlehr,S.h."V.e.,t,O,g,e.,My3Ke.d.?.ivig:,y..t.h.ingpossibi

                                          this tragedy. What had to b"   l4)1'i;

:,x?te"," ,Sk".t.v.                                    with years aga In the slightly fancifuL"
                                       on the character of the Christ whicit
                                       the writer finds comfort, as thousandst
                         His divine pity for the outcast and sintrer. Societ '
                                         this $inner, and can afford to l51S
                                                                   1 1.

                                                           e ;' s X.-
                                                gt
       "ll
                      -e- )4-     tJ --et               Y-"..                                              Åq;

                  ls

              Lrf' ) u"

                    whom an action so sweet and simple hushed into silenee
                             met as,
              Men have gone to heaven for smaller thingg than that.
           and with this rnede of love,
                  stooped to kiss the
                                he
                    aware thst I was even eonseious of
                      render formal thanks
                           I keep it
                                It
                            When wisdom has been profuless to rne
                               phrages
rae eoaselstion as dust and aghes in my moutb, the

                               me
                                out
                          hroken, and
                         , not merely how

waited in the long dreary oorridor thatg

 handcuffed aud with bOWe`l \:ndw,sS,

tl}at the saints knelbdewn to wasb tha

leper on tho eheek. i have never saidi'",
did. I do nob know to-the prosent3

                                '       informalttSoradCliOnl',tl.t,.iSi,"xe.

i,t ee.rg.si.a.iegr.edtdke.bpt,t,h,a,;.1,s{g,glabdiei,

                          , philo{
    of those who have sought to givÅë

al.i ,t ,h,e.w,e

ll.Iieee.Mo.:",p',ktOyiit,hm.".at.dlelrt:h'.ee,.ld.Oel,ge\,///k/.

  great hesrts of the worid. "'henE,
     besutiful ----'s acbton was, but/r

                                -n

t

t
'

:

  Gazette
r.-S" . pt

 r tS

  : t. -s# X-41t e-oi
tt'

L- l :- "'. g " "V Åq.v.. "L

  ::- /+' S...::.J".-
  bUltb- i#lt"i v
   iw   -k: r-"e'--xin }H N

   M ..""Lec

   e+w   At --VU t+

    F '"

"Jn za-Pt t"

N e't -}V -T

.
.-

. gS
      a6.

          1:-'

          E  .-- ". 1 .L
  f DM-. ."F V   = vT" -W-F.v
   -SL Ar SftLetr.

    sip
   iS-JS' '-t "

J- .- -FtL
    L.7 N Vt-

xilli

1,

"

 i-k

IS:s

l
L,

rl

la

k

t-

ti

i ; -. , pt.

Jtvs -t
 TIL. ttr.
 vYih.

 '

..v.

...'

     .'-'-Lfi    ."ii;     ........x/'t"L"'-',-p's-r,

-
J"

tti'  .'

r
-

trft

t

'i

1"   v:H-:    
lalatl1"i-tl,li"'    pa

  g
 
 
i

:l"

J 
 
 
v

  
 x-.'It

'

t.tiil t"wh f:-rw'  'x'  ./   ;J
.r-V}r- L

'-
- "

;    .
1.Illt     Jl,

li.y     
,/l'r-    ":  ":' "  .Io-.-

 
:

'1 
tL-

 
 
 
e .-

,vtltii"   
- .E

ls;-

-

  
--

; l:,lI" 
Lr

-J

 
'   ' 

  f
=t

'
ts k

el.rbL

aj

ta.

e

if

l"

;" ":". t.e '-. t .. . .. v-

i
'

k

t

1

2019-03-16 Jissen Women's University Library 103



"estuinster

ijthe Homs Office and lead them to consider whether the conveyance :
" ,f/11ia51ulll.Oi/jV//r,Sl//,.ll,ll2.il,'io/Ii,B,./f.g.R,ii.e,rg.g.ie,,iign,tlg,lk,,',,.?:,ga/T;'lll'Stt,g//lie.","iigpCoissS'bg'I,",

Eaitd.t.W.",Shi'illlYiid,,g",ditt,d.Oi.'egV."S't.high".r,/..ahgg.,tei,".tfhC{'hS.iigchhtil,i".nhCl{"K'

"

 re to be found in this bcolg the writer finds comfort, as thousands
,'

.b,,ilfs2,!v:i,gh/"i'Iltrtie/tf//SSg,e.EIfi."tig,&.P,(dtXftOh"ig•ligi.O."8??s5..ad"d6gll'pax"ti?,,Slc.ieigey.,/11

' '  T•r' i'  :'"'•"" :'i''`f`'`'' '' ']:L'.;,.,' '.i .l' ..•''.'.. '•' '1.,' IJ/ ' ''' i\

                                         tt                                   ' ' ''' "':"' ' '" ' '' "i' "''

                          J-'1}'
  hat thit meapq llhey wi!1 knew nothing of Me till they do. rT:aptdl-natpres l
h{6 ean realige iU When I •was bro'aght down frDm rny prieon tQ. .the CQurt

                                   waited in the !ong dreary eorridor thBan'i ruptey between tys'o pelicemen,
•' before the vvho!e erowd, whom sn action so sweet and simple hushed into.gSlem
he might gravely raise his hab to me, as, handcuffed and rvith bowed hend,

 passect him hy               Men have gene to heaven forsmaller things than tboa It w
;t in this spirit and with this mede of leve, that the saints knelbdomt to wash t
sceeb of th6 poor, er astooped to kiBs the leper on tho eheek. I have never s"v
 ne single word to him about whag he did. I do net know to-the prese
•.l omEng whether he w aware that I vvag even conscious of his aetion.                                                            !siis n

  thlng ter whieh one ean render forrnal thanks ]n formal words. Istore it iit
                of my heart. I keep ib there as a seeret debt that 1apa glaag. he treas"re-house
'tQ think Ittean never rossibly repay                                It is embalmed ana kept gecreij by thij
/,' p'h",h ba.nmeq':ff,SS.i."dOfthM.anpY,.".e,a,'bS,'.NidhetfEW,,i,S.d,OIIIfht"hS.gi.e:,hP.'Ohfi.ti.'.SS,.t.Ogl::t."hiriilC'mp'

ime eonsolat•iQn as dust and ashes in my moutb                                        the memory of                                                     that Mvtle love ''
;silent aet of love has unsealed fer me all the wellsofpity madethedese'.
blossem like 6 rese and brought m3 out ef the bitterness o'f'Zonelv exile in

 harmqny with the wounded, hroken, aBd great hesrt of the worid.                                                              Wh
  eop!e are sblo to understand, not merely how beautifut s acpion wa$ b"i.
•.M.rhy ib meanb so much to pte and always will mean go muctr,, then, perhaPs., th-
//-pt'ill realise how and in what spirit they should                                        appreach ms.
 i'he friend was indeed a friend, and he deserves his tribute. A
Enow let the reader consider thSs
                                            '   To eaeh of us di,fferent fates are metecl 6uU My lot has been one of pinb!iG,
ll:";gglp,y,,o.fl,ogg.s,mp,r,t,sei'fpe,n.t,e,f.,:}.teeiyl,:f,l}gi,n,,,e,E.,di{gr.'xe,•b,i.'tg:,a?,.n,fjl•

S•theught I oould bear a real tragedy if it came te me with purple pall and a
kmask ot noble sorrow, bub tnat the dreatlful thing aboyt modernity rvas that it•
  ut tragedy into the raiment of                           eomedy, so that the great rea!it.ies seemed com•

'iMbOh".P,iap\ee,bff ,r big,"O gil",e,bO.'l.i"te,ti."g.hi.".bSgE•l?z,",iitf..iSg(:il,",`,r,Ydea,bhO.:t.""edma'r?:9\.

 heeMrSuSlee?veea Mean to the looker•en. the nineteent.h ee. ntury !s ue exceptioti te .'

   Everything about my tragedy has been hideous, 'me&n, repelleng lacking in
 tyle;eur yery dress m"kes us grobesque. W6are thd zant6s of serrow• We.
 re elowns wbQse hearts are brLksp. NNt!e sre gpeeialltv designed to appeal to the '.

'ee.nS.'Ptt.h.".M,,Ot".',•kOti?iNhO.Vief.M,b.e,trita.';8.9.51hi,tYVdaS.,b'iO"hg.Ei.dtO."'Slt.h.ed'e.i{OYh.i`rt.'n,dh2::g,

.'  •latforrn ef Uiaptsam Junetion in eonviet dress, sn,1 bandcuffed, for the werld tO .l
g• ogk at. 1 had been taken out ef the hospitalL ward nithoub a raoment'e netiee 'l
E.being given to me. Of all possible ebjaets I was the mogt grotesque. Whenl
kkge.OtPh'ie.,S",l;.IMae,.`,h,e.Ydtl"h",F,h:d.;.,.E."ggt.traiTnha,",ig.C,a,M.ef,".P.;tSiil6efd.,`.he,ha.",dike.n.C::

11h,W,a:iO,,,.,ian"'ai;6ur"l::oOo"a2ge;.hei'.h`h".dghdeee,"Ni.".f.O."paiLSivdt,lv,t?•Kiue.,h.e.a3`edMblllO.reiG.,Fi.O,":,i

kA man wbo has, gone through that has indeed paid. We h6pe'
fi,this passage may be pondered by the PrisQn Department cf

`
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/.. Wilde.

k "The Gods," as he said himself, "had give
E7':Elel.t.c,hO\".e/r//iX:oli/1:vieis,ataikada.s.C,r2itiglleti:aOnS.gE.li

Eeg.ac.e,d,,hglgs.elf,i,n.t,h.e,,v,e.r,y.,fr&n,g,oS.,th,,e,m,.o,ve,m.;

tu  so rich a burden of fruit already.                             His poetry a
gv his prose were alike accepted and valued as th
         a remarkable mind.t-- work of
igd:;1•j'll,st1,r.oji9,Mi.,k.,gall/E,I`la3bir:,//in8,lila/?,fti,jOue'i•3,'s,e,ti,:'l:h:'
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Y and show him how wretchedly he had failed to fulfi
E-`h;.h?IIR•,U",ya.b.lied-,P,rfO.Miige,.OkfhLll2efia.'idYILe."r.SS,.e,es

g these questions. It is a kind of journal wnttdi
g;liu,rA?.gt,lleJg,ttei,l?,{,rref.h,ihs,tN;.o.xea.ri.iy},e,r,i;ost

W one of the few friends who stood by him in ht{ge
  disgrace. "Of the many, many things for which
 v have to thank the governor, he wrote, "there
  is none for which am moTe grateful thair for his
  permission to write fully to you and at as great
  length as I desire."

' CIRCLING ROUNO A eENTRE eF PAIN.
"  It was the only work he wrote m prison, an

 •. the last work in prose he ever wrote' and in it
 X shows, m a marvellously vivid and interesting wa
.y the change in his nature which )mprisonme

 . brought out.
    At first !ts only effect was to fill him with despai

 - While I was in Wandsworth Prison l longed di
 -' to die. It was my one desire.',XVhen, after•,'X
. two months in the infirma'ry, IWas transferred.S

    here ÅqReading), and found myself growing gra- di
"' g\.egiy,.b,e,t.ter,in,,?,h,y.'i.c.a,i,h:.a'`,h.•.i.K•,"z."•gl•e,d,X

 ' on the very day on which 1 left prison. After
    a time that evil mood passed away, and T made
    up my mind to live, but to wear gleom as a .1k,.ge.to/li,1.k.t.Pyg,;,g,;.e/ie,/incjr]Eig.t;,2$tlil/ii8p,.a-g.--ftrniGl.Beecillls
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     DE PROFCIAt'DIS. B7 Oscar IVilde.
         Melh"en. !Pptblished Te-day•]
     F all the pitiful, mystenous tragedies
      our tmie none was more miserable
      harder to understand than that of Osc
NVilde.

  "The Gods," as he said himself, "had giv
him almost everything. He had a rparvellous g
of speech. His conversat!on was brilliant and st
mulating beyond that of any man of his age.
placed himself m the very front of the movem
towards beauty in every-day life, which has bo
so rich a burden of fruit already. His poetry a
his ptose were alike accepted and valued as
work of a remarkable mind.
  Yet, for some unaccountable reason, he fiun
d,o.}v,n,Xhe,,w,eg3,ef,a.i,rf,a,P,r,rc,,.o,f,has.ii.f.e,,t.o,,en.d.dhX

PitMiaabnley hrUailne' naturally wondered what effect prisOeqn

]ife would have upon such a nature as hls. Did"
.it make him hard and bitter? Did he come eut"
with rage in his heart? Or did the long, silen
hours break down the walls of pride and egoti
and show him how wretchedly he had failed to ful
the hongugable promise of his early years?" '

     this  In         wonderful                  beok we find the answer
these questions. It is a kind of journal wr:tte
during       the latter part of his two years impnson.
rnent. It was written in the form of a letter to"
one of the few friends who stoQd by him in his'

                 many, many things for which..S'disgrace. "Of              the
I have to thank the governor, he wrote, '` there

 ;s none for which am more grateful thair for his-
 permission to write fully to you and at as great a
 length as desire."

  CIRCLING ROUNP A eENTRE eF PAIN.
  It was the Qnly work he wroter m prison, and
 the last work ]n prose he ever wrote; and in it her
 shows"n a marveilously vivid and interesting way,,
 the change in his nature whiÅëh imprisonmente
 brought out.
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 here (Reading), and found myself growing gra- :' . • - •.' '- .
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an iron formula; this immobile quaTity, that                                        g
makes each' dreadful day, in the very minutest
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Daily Mirrer
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 his
 blow.

    No-one knew how deeply I loved and
  honoured her. Her death was ternb!e to me;
  but 1, once a lord of language, have no words
  m which to express my anguish and my shame.
E She and my father had bequeathed me a name
gihehYadh"ddisgrpaacdeedi:hOP,len:thdehetOenrOn"a'fiyd:Å}.fiaj

e made it a low by-worrd among low people.
v' I had dragged it through the very mire
,l Very pitiful and pathetic, too, is the paCfssage i
C.which he tells of his anguish and agony of min
lwhen he heard that the Divorce Court had give
tithe care ef his children into other hands.
[ I bore up agamst everythmg zzith some stub.

if bornness of ivrll and much rebellion of nature
"  till I had absolutely nothing left in the world
e but Qne thuig---I had lost my name, my posig '
  tion, my happines$, my freedom, my wealth.
I I was a prisoner and a pauper But I still had
  my children left.
g.,h9y,d.deni,y,t.h,gg.wbef&ea,k.en,,a,W.ii\.f,'O,Mh,tme,d?X,

  not know what to dQ, so ! flung myself on my
s knees, andbQNsedmy head, and vvept, andsaid, pt
"st `SThe bedy of a child is as the body of the
  Lord; I am not worthy of either." Thatg
.s moment seeraed to save me. I saw then that`
  the only thmg for me was te accept every.
  thmg. Since then-curious as it will po doubt
  sound-I have been happier. It was, of ceurse, V
IS

 my soul in its ultimate essence that I hadS
SN reached.

ge A TRAGIC CONFESSSeN.
  From this moment his mood of bitterness beg
to soften. Ne began to realise what a terribl
thmg the failure of his 1ife had been, and to se

 hat he must build it up again npon a new founda
 ion That foundation xyas. strange as it seems
 he case of such man as Oscar Wilde, humility.
    I niust say to myself that ruined myself,
  and that nobody,                 great or smaH, can be ruined
  ex. cept by his own 1}and.
    The gods had given rae almost everything.
  But         let myself be lured into long $pells
  of senseless              ana sensual ease. amused
  myself with being fiane"r, a dandy, a man
  Qf fashion. surrounded myserf with the

 ing over the corn, or the grape-gatherers
 threading through the ymes. of the grass in thee
 orchard made white with broken b!ossom, or ."

strewn with fallen fruit, o} these we know ne.
thmg, and can know nothing. "
  For us there is enly one season, the season
of sorrow. The very sun and moon seem ee-
taken from us. Outside the day may be blue
and gold, but the 1ight that creeps down
threugh the thickly-muMed glass of the
small, iron-barred window, beneath which -"
one sits, :s grey and niggard. It is always
tNvilight in one's eell, as it is always twilight
in one's heart.

Then the unhappy man heard ef the death o
 mother, His nature broke down beneath th
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           If seems td circle round one centre ofls
           The paralysing immobility of a }ife,.;.
           rcumstance of which is regulated afte"'•
          hangeable pattern, so that we eat and ••
           nd'lie down and pray, or kneel at. Ieast i-•
    for .prayer, according to the inflexible Iaws of'-
    an iron formula; this immobile quarity, that
    makes each'dreadful day, in the very minutest .
    detail, like its brother, seemssto communicate' ,
ff)• ]tself to those external ferces the very essence-

t o.f owfh ,o,s ,edetr.:t,en.C,ehi.S.C.e,atie5efS?hC.h,a,n,g,e.',,b,.d.'•

    mg over. the corn, or the grape-gatherers•'i,
 ,. threading through the vines, of the grass in the ,.
    orchard made white with breken blossom, or g
/1 strewn with fallen fruit, of these wb kn'ow no. ':

ts', thing, and can know nothing.
     For us there is only one season, -the seasoni of ,sorrow. The .very sun and moon seem g

   taken from us. Outside the day may be blue
   and gold, but the light that cr.eeps down
   thTough the thickly-muMed glass of' the
   small, iron-barred window, beneath which
   one sits is grey and niggard. It is always
   twilight in one cell, as it is always twilight•
   in one's heart.
  Then the unhappy'man heard of the death o
his mother. His nature broke down beneath thth'

    No-one knew how'deeply I loved and g
L honoured her. Her death was terrib!e to me;
  but I, once a lord of language, have no words
  in which to express my anguish and my shame.
v-

  She and my father had bequeathed me a name
` they had made noble and honoured. . . .
g• I had disgraced that name eternally. I•had
$l2nZd,edGt,."a,,LOdwi,b,yti',w.gr,dh,ahTeo.n,g,,io.wii,p.eopie•

g• Very pitiful and pathetic, too, is the pa"'ssage

"rvhich he tells of his anguish and agony of min .
twhen he heard that the Divorce Court tia'd given•..
 he care of his children into other hands. '
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 till ,I had •absolute!y nothing left in the world
 but one thing-I had lost my name, my posi-
 tion my happiness, my freedQm, my wealth.
 I was a prisoner and a pauper. But I still had
 ,my children left.
                                         '   Suddenly they were taken away frorn me by
 the law. It was a blow•so appalling that I did ''
 not know what to dQ, so flung myself on my
 knees, and bQ.wed my head and wept, and $aid,
       body of a child is as the body of the `tThe
 Lord am not worthy of either." That
 moment seemed to'save me. I saw then that
 the only- thing for me was to accept every-
 thing. Since then-curious as it will.no doubt
 so'und:L--I have been happier. It wasS..of cotirse,

 my soul`m its               ultimate essence that had
 reached. .

         A TRAelC CONFESSSeN.
 F;om this, moment his mood of bitterness began'i
o soften. He began to realise what ahing the failure of his 1ife had been, andt TorisbelgJ.•

 at he.must build it up again upon a new founda-...
on. That fouhdation was, strange as'it seems

h"e case bf such a man as Oscar Wilde, hurhility.

   I niust say to myself that I ruined myself,
 and that nobody,                great.or. small, can be ruined
 e) cept by'his own hand,
   The gods had given me almosV everyth{ng.
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 myself ,with being a Jfilaneurx a dandy, a man
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                               for new sen.i went to"fhe depths in the search
L siations. . . . I grew careless of the 1ives g
                              it pleased me tktr of others. .X took p!easure where
[.i•:n,hf•ee,ii"g..S"lifti.,e]','",,.elj.A.l"IG,g,`,oll\,/,hifwa'/Yli,'adP,Y/ji'sias"gCii21'

  bitterness ef feelmg agatnst the world. ,
  Of course, he did not thmk that his task ended
 there; !f it had, it wou}d have been comparativelng
easy. There was much more befere him

    I have hills far steeper to climb, valleys much

  darker to pass through. have got to
  make everything that has happened to me good
                                      food  for me. The plank bed, the loathsome
  the hard ropes shredded into oakum till one
                           parn, the menial   finger#tips grow dull with
   othces with which each day begins and fimshes
   the harsh orders that routine seems to neces-
   sitate, the dreadful dress that makes sorrow
                                the solitude,   grotesque to look at, the silence,
   the shamecach and all of these things I have
   to transform mte a spintual expenence.

  JEERED AT ON A RAILWAY PLATFORM.  "Teaching himself this lesson day after dayi$

                                        haptig"   hoolmg himself to learn agam how to find
  Eness in life, his mind went back to many of
   cidents of his disgrace. Even the most dreadfu
  id not mave him to bitterness
     en November 13, 1895, was brought down
   heTe (Read;ngÅr from London. From two
                                        had   e'clock till half-past two on that                                 day
   te stand on the centre platform of Clapham
   3unction m convict dress, and handcuffed fer
   the world to look at.
       had been taken out of the hospital ward
   mathout mpment's notice being given to me.
   Of all possible obJects was the most gre.
                                    Iaughed.   tesque. When people saw me they
   Each tram as it came up swelled the audience.
   Nothing could exceed their amusement. That
   wasi, of course, before they Jltnew who was.
   As soon as they had been informed they
   la"Fg.h,edhiltfiil..MOhroei, stood there in the grey

   November ram, surrounded by ]eenng mob.
                   am really beginnmg tQ feel   inorevyeeGir'etnOfoWr the peopie vvho iaughed than

   for myself.
   !f he could write 1ike that
   XXIiLYverteOnche'Mh'eifMeitagf'e"rethWohs"etwthe:dE'avehimaj

    rttre StYeMnsPaanthtYh'e most touching ianguage how ong

   ho had known hirn (he does not give the                                           ag
   assed him in the corridor of the Law Courts wh
   e had freen taken there from prison to be exammecR
                                        whom                                 crowd       bankrupt. Before the whole
                            hushed mto silence,  an action so sweet and simple
  ah'Sill,2"h.ae,Mp.e.a2,sgdg.Oehift.M.n,aicl:,a{nle/.g,rpag"iX'e.t,,e,:,:S,:d.,X,

    than that It was in this spmt, and with this
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  went tollle depths in the search for new fien.
                   grew careless of the 1ives  gatlons.  of others. took pleasure where it pleased me
  eonddonPfifiSaetgril21 endedinah'5?t,'bePedPikegaia"cre9

  ff.h.er,e,,,i,s,.oniyoAnfidth,hin,gfif,o,r,ep,g•.n,ourf,,ab,SO,i.U.t:.

  got to do is to free myself fr(Sm any possible
                              world.  bitterness of feeling agatnst the
Eh.Qrvfe.IO."fK/Et'eah.8.•//ilil/:{n:20u,tit`hh:snv,ke,lll".:,n,h/',oS,tt"p.Sakra2"ivde:

    I have hills far steeper to climb valleys muclt

  darker to pass through have got ta
  make everything that has happened to me good
                                      food  for me. The plank bed, the loathsome
  the hard ropes shredded into oakum till one
                                    menial            grow dull with pain, the  finger•tlps
  othces with which each day begins and finishes, •
k= the harsh orders that ruutme seems to neces.;
  s:tate the dreadful dress that m{kes sorro
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  grotesque to look at, the silence, the solitudesi
                                      have  the shame-each and all of these things I
  to transform mto a spiritual ex. perience. .

  JEERED AT ON A RAILVVAY PLATFORM. t
  Teaching himself this lesson day after day,
         himself to learn agam how to find hap.'? schooling
s-P.i,",edS,S.ln,giiefii,hiai,n,)l".d,,)Yekt.,b,?Ctkh,tO.Iggt"X,.O.fdtfh.eB

eaid not move him to bitterness.
  h,9,"{glÅí,".edPl•.b,eÅr'if3i.li8i95i...r:;g.s.brogf.h.tdo,w.n.4

                                       had                                 day  o'clock till half-past twQ on that
  to stand on the centre platform of Clapham g
  lhUenCXiQOrn/di?oCRtoVkCXt9ress, and handcuffed, for 'xg

      had been taken out of the hospital ward
  without a moment's notice being g!ven to me.
  Of all possible objects I was the most gro-
                                   laughed.  tesque. When people saw me they
   Each train as it came up swelled the audience.
   Nothing could exceed their amusement. That
   was, of course, before they 4cnew who I was.
   As sQon as they had been informed they
   laughed still more.
    For half an hour stood there in the grey
   November rain, surrounded by a Jeenng mob.
       W. ell now am rieally beginnmg to feel
                                       thai"   more regret for the people "Tho laughed
   for myself.
           Id wnte like thaE of those who behaveRfi'u,aa\,gy.getg..,h,im,•,}m,,gg,i,n,e,,w,h,a,t.t,e:dEg.grX.i.'"d.

t th fitre StYeMnsPaa•:htYh•e most touching language how on

 who had known him (he dees not give the nam
 Åí2Sfi:ddCeenieaiheen20hZrS'edOf;oOmfbhreisoLil"oCbgUel"8mWihng

                                       who                                 crowd    a bankrupt. Before the whole
    action so sweet and simple hushed mto si}enc
                                    raised   is unnamed"good Samaritan gravely
   at as he passed the handcuffed pnsoner. ,
     Men have gone to Heaven for smaller things
  -than that. It was in this spirit and with this-
          f love, that the saints knelt down .to   Åqll8sdhe tOhe feet of the poor, or $tooped to kiss t
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"' i BOOK OF 1'HE, DAISi' `ill,-

    ` -----•.".-::- X't5=i,",a.,"A'P"'

          FROM THE DEEPei'L`':.']:•"S'`
            s ;. qt;--{tt'ec:
         '-r=L pt
   N          ÅqPublished Teeday.}
.,eDe Prwhn{Sts.'e By Oscar Witde. ltSeth"en and

Cs). ss. neL
  "Out of the De()p" indeed o(rtnes this ery,
of ck)spair. "It vras vvT!ibteut by rny ,
iva•ys Mr. Bess in tl}e ppeim,
rmnth af bis imprise!liment, the eniy wvrk

     he ever rm." !r!he senbinel is
      whidh gtinrds not) onIy the ma1ls ef
prisen, but tbe frontier of the humm
ene always extmorK!imari•ly eaadid, expressiti

   agtmies and tmrs. The play has

  reality, so leng elu(Ied, at length has

                                frietld "-d'
                         "duimg the lnst;t

t this own emotions here reveals a seul naked itii

k" p!ayed. The werlG,

 ever issued fuopa the astonislied mind of mag

--  Why lt Turns I'e Stone. t,
. "PÅëison lifei' sas"s t3ie aut}ior, "makes oneli',

       ple and things as tihey nc(xxlly are. That`lt :' ?El' v-{lepy it tums one bo six}ne•"

                            ThrQwn betilt"
\.`.npm u•ltiTmGte thingu, witth the long hours                                     of
r[scilitude and exnforoea madhabion, the human.
i" soul chafes .like a eeged beaspt at the horrÅqnS'g
 u.f..tai.eiep:ilSalnanan,..d.t,h,..e.nybi".a`k;as/l.O"'9psFlfiIShlg6S

i.fi ig.Ill,gfl2dl'.o.fRim'Sinm{ltsgPsp,glgefi.li,iti,d.no.t),d:s,i

is1/f,.illtis{}"?e'inhg:"llldi8ng`?iti.t'tande".rp,lllcri'aliai."d,gp.tr.

i, ,f` {Vbere are.timqs; when ti}ie wbole vvQrld seemis
;,l,}".Si"&}ttt'gt,e,r.,th,a.n,m.i.c.eiV:,h.e,.wli.tgs,ig`a,n.d.

,' ," .' 7,.S,9ag•)Å}`M•iag'M&ntiiw,W,St!l91i]gcrh`t9•iV`odnee•Agcbefi.

 as it is always twi!ight in one's heark." - x
.

 '  .A Week later, I am trunsferred here. 1'hree rndre
- montbe ge Qver anct my mother dies. No one knew
 how rteepty I IQved and .homourad her. Her death
 was terrtble to me: but t, Qnee a Iord of language,
 'have no words in vvhiQh to express my anguigh and
    sh&me.          She and mv faSher had bequeathed me my
,G name.tltspy hed made noble and boncured, not
' g.e,rei,Xn.X'gte,r,?}u,llk•sa,'.t•,:x::lt.vRgk.:l.gyi.c".g,s-sif.ny.hi

 evoli,ptDn as a nation. I had diggraced t+hat nvame
 et)erna`11y.         1 had mads it alow byword among low•
 pmple, 1had dragge(l it thr'ough the very mire, !
1es,,d,t.ev.e.ndi:.t2.,b,ru,,l2S,lh,a,t.%h,}T,,ngkg.htecl/g4ik

,7,'nn"'nffOe\7]7,:stnOkiif?o"rY'peWnhtPetJr?eeffeorredpaliSr"'to"\lelcXtttt'

tw wife, a!ways utnd and gentle to rnei rsithen
`ijwaitp"s?ttrhaavteliicfaRe?'fidah,"aEg'he`hweilk?WaSiithl911ePiwnadyiff`Freoeqnf,

nenoa te England to breaak to me berself the bidi-n '
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  BOOK OF 1'fiE.,"b'"N'llffrr'ii;.i

          r..w,- s.]itXt',""'t#/iSi"'"-`. A

      FROMTHEDEEP•";$I,$-"tvs-.
                       ] pmN "vabin. -"X"e--

          "      . :v s.g-

      (Published Toeday.)

    - .  i  s-h'  1 r l

          K.' +v"t" r..9kdi•2]ff

  "'De Preimdla', By Oscar SVilde. rvSeth"eg
 go. ss. neL
   "Out of the Deep" indeed eomaes this
 ef ikespair. "Ib vtms wribteut by my hiemd,
  •ys Mr. Ress in tlie ppafece, "dming tlie
.ur)ntih of his mopnsemmenk the enly werk

.-
wrote while in prasen, and tihe lagb mork
pme he ever vvtthobe." lk senbinci! is

 lneved sc,hich gtvards nct only the malls of
  rusen, imt the frentl'er of the humm swv

LOne almays extmorNdlimarily candid, expressun
$ inis ovn] emotions, here reveals a soul Maked i
gits agtmites and tmrs. The play has
twlayed 1!he stage is cleared away.
e.of reality, so leng eluded, at length has
ge,ipeMed at7bention. &'mxity'in p!easure h
tt..,f,.li.igto,e.",e.e,/.',t'.tdam...g.,am,.F,.,,,,,,!r,Eh,,..e,:.es,ge.'/k

         Why lt Turms I'o Stone.
IEi,si.?{:&ep'lil9"e,ii'illil&'t{;sa\.i•.npsg.sth.',i,li6/ye••?eck'tt/?.arakiieil?Eil:

ec,'iQ4'(N.//,t"utliliLtll.i,Madt,es:.putfll.ilfo"ed.op'l6gl6YeditihiisiSita"hbilo.n',9",ti'in.ehOt9i.]l."mS,.

   the ,prison and the grea,tecr hDrrors oÅí
   rnory Qt an irreiffocable pastr. "Fer t
  ist year ef my impmLgonmaent I did nothan
     and oan remierrrbber doing nmhng edLsK), b
 .\:tLll.ii,M,a'nhgll"llS'8ngi?impwtminass'tandeSa"Sliia!ianimgdsaen'

    Tbere are.Szimes when the whÅqSle world see
   me no la•rger than my'eell"S he writes an

•as full ofi terror for rne. "Suffering is en
' .e.'Y,..' ,O.?)ecr`M•iatMf,"t.'i.,W,Stfl?lil,Oh`td.'Vi.d.e.•gg.b,

  s it is alpuays twilight in one's heark."
 diz A sNeek tater, I ttnt transterred here.
gghM.Oeetl\e.,ge/y"le!'..aed"ct.M.YdMhgth..eur,tt'eSs,trOEO.",e

}"was terrtble to me; bet t Qnee

ee,Yn,aS,}Sle?:eh':.,\S.h,he.a,da.n.dmMilii3.lna.gi,liYfirmhand,,h,o.n.o,ured.•

kg.evoliptDn as anatiGn. I had diggraced tthat
ge5 ISni:111Y• I had made it aiow b,yword among

}had given it te brutes that tbey might
"pu ruta},

pt.ynonym for felly. Wh&t Isuffered
   ffer, is nCvt for pen to write or paperreey wife, aiways hind aca gantlQ to me;

 iAan that I should hear the nems fiiom
  ps. travelled, ill as ghe w&s, all the way

    ] v. ' 1sc -t   Ft"f .t ""p. t-
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Z- y.haye no wards in whieh te expreecsgiOmr S 2fngi?i\sgrhiaage'
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                                       no;"-L"  ssut tn the pubiio hrlsl5:.y ef myown eountryS'S'itenni-"'

                                     nvaiMo
 .J ;had dvagged it thr'ough the very mire.
h and to foes tha,t they might turn it into'

st- titsen, lvagl gti                                  to record"
                                    rpthe

 '. enoa ke England t+o break to me berself tha tidirn
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  •''F OM THE DEEP,

..-,,"M-()p.n..,•vi.,

-
.,i .sE.V t

; (P"bHshed To.day.)
 "De Prefundis." By Oscar Wilde. Meth"en and

` "Out of tl}e Dee,p" inCleed oomes t•his cry
S,SeN,S,PA`tt.,,,`1•:kax'as,,".'}G'X'::IY`:"i,,,rni.Y,fttr'g"iggl'l

                                  work he ronth of h•is imPrisonment, Vhe only
 d'ote while in piisen, an.d the lastt work in
 r"cptse he ever "mote." The sentinel is !er
 oved pmhich guards not enly thd walls of tlie
' nison, hrtt tLhe frontier of the husuia•n soul.

                                      . ne always extraDrdiuavily eqndid, 'exprptLsing
 is orvn emottions, here l'e.veals at soul jnaked irt

   agonies and ter:po.is. ,.1!11e play has been
 layed . The stage is cl eared asvay. The wgrl,d,
 f reality, so long eluded, aV'length l}as eom-
 eeku abbont,ionp" ptnberity in pleasure kqs
 mgS:Sft'thnteDmS(iM}i"ge,iii/'aYgli;ge'a{Id?i/iitiluT/hli3iliil/xe/ll61hi,Sst

                                  ef man.                             mind               the ' asto n,ished ver issued          fil•dni
            f , Why' lt Tdvns To'"Stone- i
  l t- t--                           ,: "Prison life;'{t saOts tthe etuth&r, "makes/Jppo-
  e.IhlfP,{•]ge,Re,.d,!.}tr/n.s:7;asist8`h..e.\f,rf)a\itncr.e.il1!ilg/il,"

'pan utlti•inate tilah}gs, witLh. the 2ong hoius ef
  litttde and enfoiwh, nicdtit•atios], S})e human.
  ul chafeg like a'c,aged'beast at the herrors
   the pt'i66B and tlae'gew,ti,,v habrorg bf the
    ory'of an iri'evopa+ble' past. "For the
     yeer of my impsisermnt

.,il

,a•

!i,"

 i

'g

l

 msb Idid ncthin"ts. , e, and oan rernembe.r doi.ng ncrthing else, but .
  iiin)g nffy"hapds in impo,t.e•"•t despai!' anrf pay: .
 "'hatt an ending! SN'ha}t an appalling end- .

 ng l"' . . .F " There are tinies when the wholeworld seems
 o me no Ihirger than my cel!;' he w;ites, " and
' s full of terl:or for. me." "Suffering is one
 ei7 lotag n)oment.-NN'e eannot divide it by
 'easons." "It is always tsrciliglit in one's eell •
 s it is alsvays t"'ilight in one's henrt." -
  A rvee!c later, I am transferred 1iere, Three more
  onths go over and pay mother dies. No oNe knew
  ew deeply I loved and honoured her. Her death
+rv"as terrible te me; but I, onee a lord ef language.

 Mave no words in whieh to express my anguish and
tlny shame. 8Ue and my father had bequeathed me
pa name they had made noble and honoured, not
#taerely in literature, art, archeeoiogy, and science,
fi tsut in the publio history of my own eountry, in itg
,evolution as a nation. I had dis.crraeed that name
:eternal!y. ! hnd made it a tofowi byword among                                       !ow

 pmple. Ihad dragged it throngh the very mire. I
fkad given it to brute6 that they mtght malva it

    tal, and to foes that they might turn it into atesffO.n,l'ii",f.O.',f?i.',Y',,W.'h,a,`X,2•e.ffe.;ed,.t.h&"•,,an.gtg/i,il

 My wife, alw:ys kind and gentle to me, rftther
 than that I 6hould hear the nesA's from indifferent r
                           all the way from

I

 Slps. travelled, ill as she was,
 l.li,ega,;,o,,E,,n,g.ig?.gg.oB•,rnvak,,t&.m,g,l}2Lrs,e.iSl,}hetidingpI

l'pt,.in,:lieagt,'g,h.'u'is.za,:liilitfit)}a,`e.Sf`thi?.d;,P,`t?,,2Ia

 i"Terrible as svas "'hat the syorld did to me, x
 }rvnat I ('}id to myself was far more terrible
 "Gstili." He is eoinpletely pennilesg, and heine- e
lg/le,iel/l//k.si}lr/Rcg,11il'lllili,11X,}'ti'';,$ii,/iii,khaji1',//,`/ii'li'iiigek},r.(,/X'11"g/i"i"iiii;',

 t'f ing liimE,elf gee"'ing bettei' in theinfirmary he
 'was filled syith rage. He determmed to eom-
  as]it sttieide en the vet'.v day he ieft prison. It r
  is a soul in hell, turiiing again ancl again and ;
Ef finclin.tr no comfert anyss'here at all. i

-Xat Hutnitity aRd Pity.
'ig` l`t}gsc•iE,lewz'i,R.tPG"X/?li.;li//gV]u:,'i,g,tkF.V.'/'S,ttoft.d,X.lt"at.Xr6

    I bore up against eversthing "rith some Btubborn-
   f,ss,.,O.f.w,i,iii.n,d,,sc,ueih.,lel.ei}i.ene.r.n,at,u.re•.t.ii.i,!.,].a,d.

11il'/ili/l#ilifiij'ls•id'/\l'X'gilSslX,'../S.,/k'din.',e'ei//il//Y,sai/g/liWsill'iilj'ilk",ill'1.SY'i.1/kl,:",/Åéd//://:,i,lfwni/Åé"is'l,

'esr///9ii•ilhie,el/i.lb/il'liE,i,gO,1ag,,ai'.g•lii.#a,S/i,:il/ki,;n/k'ia,/SP/3/ilii/i.lr(i./i'11,,•,,i'/l"i,nk,/l,

    aid one should be.
     "SS'heve there is sorrosv there is holy
    'ound." Humilitv comes in like a"great"'ave
    f h,s,2iiy,.g,•, ,.A fi;'egge, tsi\,i.cA,ioR,•,l` t,zzs,`fts,i:,g i

    nd rvith bowed head I passed him by," is
                                       " The    toreid in the treasure;l}ouse of the heart. ,
    :,.;it'",:h:als,S"gntte},a,aig.4'/iec,{•'//X.2',X:'hitny`sl•/leiii:,zts,/9ei)kt,;,i•,

   •oto harmonv "'ith t}}e ss'oundecl heart of                                         the
   rvorld."
     He deterniincs te free biniselÅí fvem any pos-
   slble biLtterness of ft)eling againS.t the                                      worSd.
   "Htfld I imn released last May"' he says, "I(
               ft this place 1outhing it and every   would have le
   oMeial in it ss'Kl} a bitterness and hatved                                        that

k' ,V"
x9ll,dsi"ng,It.reo7,/"S//l,ltepd,rXYoi.filii:e:ik.,B`ik.gi`/k"}lelln,pm`iit3

 i The piison style is absolutely and entire}.y wropg.
   I ""ould give anything;to be able "o alter iL srchen I
   go 6iit. "I intend te try. Bnt there is nothing in
   Xthe world so wrong but that the spirit of humanity,
   "twhieh is' the spiyVt of iore, the spi}'it of the Christ
   "ho is not in churches, may make it, if not right,
 : at leasb.possible to 1)e borne '"ithout too much
 ' bisterne$s Qfheart..t . Å}
 g •• The Hope off the F"t"se.
 Åí 'There ave here 1(rng iMeditations Qn tlie life
 i, of Christ and the meaning ef His message to
 " the world. Thig fitrairve and ,baMing per-
   sopalitv "'ith emQtiQn. but "'itliout "'illpt en-
    auitvuuts to put itself inte relation u•ith a
   ;cha"ged utnverse. "The onlv people I "'ou}d
   •care to be with now are artists aud people svho
   inft, ye sufferetd those "'ho know rvhat beauty is
    aud those whÅ}o know "'hat sGg'row is.
      At• first he determined to "live hencefortl m
   'gloom as a kincr "'etftrs purple, never to smile
    aga}re, to tu-rn "'hatever house-I entered into a
            mourlung. It• is the old,    1}ouse          of                                    histrionie
    instmet playing its pitiful part. Butithese
    thoucrhts'Lare put by. "I inust learn Sro"' to
    be eheefful and 1}appy," he decides.
      At the end he is Iooking
    and the taking up of tlie broken tln'ead
 . Atl the passioltate response remainig to
 . beauty oLf the "'orld. "The sea .whioh
 , a"'a.y tlie stains and "'ounds of the

                        tosvards the eseape
                                   of life.
                                      t•he
                                   waslies
                               world shall
purify the soul." "We have forgotten that
water oftc n eleanse and fire purify, aiid that the
eaisth is Mother te us a}1." A great longiirpi
turns fi'oun tilwe rcxiy ug`liuess of tihe prison ce•ll

to the       clean            wovld of out-of-doors, ali the
""rinds and seas to aeeomplish their "'ork ef
ltiealh)g, the loveliness of the spring fiosvbrs to
brag comfort td the iuiried seul.
 All tt}ials .ftre trials for one's 'life, just as all
sentenees are senten(•es of death; aik1 tbreh times
taave I been tried, The fir:.t iime I left the box to
be arrested, the seeond time to be led back to the
house of d(ttention, the third time to pass into a
e,El2t&a,EPi'.t,riO,,:ww6 iO,E'EZtl6,ag.8Te,h.2Vg{8,9gG;/r

offer; but Nature, whose sweet rains fal! on unjust
anct just alike, will hare clefts in the roeks 'where I
rnic y hide, and eecret valleys in whose silence I may
vveep undisturbed, Sl}e will ha,ng the night with
stars so that I may "'a+k abroad in the darkneBs
vvithout gtumblipg, and ikend the wtnrJ over my
footprints so t•hat nOne may track me to my hurt;
tshe "'ill cleanse me in greab "aters, and "'ith bitter
herbs make me whole,
  So conaludes this a})pealin.(r er.v fr6m the
soul's solitude. "lklie rest• ib silenee." In a
very little while the author "'as to be drivenN
to face other, inoee ass'ful, realities than iin-
rprigenment and lrmin.
  Here is a magic ef words whiclllyould make
the book memarable "-pre it the wo!1{ pf a!}
 maginative cretfttion. The Rctual }iistorstof its
production ensures for it a permanent 1)ogitio!i
gn literature. "De Preftuidig" passag imme--
       to its pla6d                  athongst those confessienstliately
 n syhich inen, throff{lh gi'e.ft"t bitterness and
 h6 cxpeiienee ef tlie iaw edge: of misery and
 hame, ave able to' t•estify.te a iMoaning and

Yt}1'IPOse -ill ,it-..`3'l.i!yE."".....-.valia•i•- -' "` ' '" "' 'ke`'
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