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IBeeKS Te BE REAas

kDeprefunlilisllli;'"eW;;;I"'writtenbyoscag

g Wilde in Reading Gaol. I
lilellkRS.,PG'8.fY,"ISIS'fii",',t,'gmk,,,`hb',.,c'er.',th.s..egi

Wilde, the man who was. [["hey aet heq
2.i,alT,S.t`g9,ey,•,a.u,d,La.ttigi,m,g.au,d.ien,c.e,s.w.o.n.d$

ee, VT'ge. .d.TiitSIIt3.taflF.. of tt LEuiy wmdermeT,eliili

lla:sp.•k'ike.h..',n},g:les,rf..`tE,r",ke,l,M.pe,,',t,9,",`,',e.$

The                            author                                   waiiii     tarni6hed naine ef                       thetr
, ,̀,ai,d.' gg6n.t,o,g6h,e,,haz,.e,,izi,ghs.,h,iiih,go,Rg.F,at,h.eX

ISrlhp'e,MkgePng"g.9Sf,lte,a.nfdorfk'eset'th"awa"ee

g host should be raised onoe more /gig
  .`Ydet,hh.eseW',D,ebP,ig,f.u.ndths•A2t(h•ethb,ao,ki,s%X

 an"ald;seOSfipedai"nkg'itihde}'eS]nMstaenn'i'use,%"ecgfiatdrie?tBydG

 apt phrases,              emotional eloud-bursts odi
 soriow, and peihaps no 1ittle aitificiality."
 Such a book indeed as might have beeix:
 expeeted from NN ilde--m Reading Gaol ft
   Mr Rohert Ress explams the publteatien.,

l,ihge:ebotixOi.2rW&wS.,aPeweF.it,.skngd?kSiSO,S.rj'i•:•S,itX.n..aVheZ3,l

 last in prose that he ever                          Pennecl 'l'hti a
 fftrneus " Batlad of Reading Gaol" ivas com-
                          his libeit}   ced aftei he had regained
 . It is a beok of refieetions and mental
  nalysis withont any defimte plan I{e

     vL H'  "- tl

 N--abIte -

   it
   ts .-t .-    }te "-  b sn-- .

 eals svith his develol ment undei the pnsen
     , and explams the mood m                                    hG  slee                              "rhloh
 utends to faee the wor]d He knows that
   the day of l}is ielease he wiil be inerely
                       to anqther, "ancl  sslng frem ene                1,1 ksen
 Meve are tmies s\ hen the whole svorld seems
tw.,,".3f,n?.i,ar.819glth,asthsu•Y,ehe,it,a,".dt,:S..f,",iietelf

ee-e,ig{,\ef,t,ha,t..,at,tt,•Rs,te.tt;n.m.n.g,go.d,\fia2fuaaj,•

      whieh is isithin us ene should seekg  oild
   1ive " Self-destruetion he osnsidered anae

  Pnson life he fcund to niake for the"
.ealSsaticn of thinsTs as thev aie " {Irhat is

                              explams.  hy it turns ohe to                    stone,"                           he
 ,' It is the people outside who are decglv2drt
  l the illusions cf a life in constant inotion.
dihey revolve Nvith l]fe and eontmbute to its

              wha are mnnobile tsoth sie)etunieality. W'e
f

Eternal Hepe. -  Hopg, that blegssing of the gods upodi"•
         hmmanit}, was not uffeilng                          (ienied even ts
 im ftemembenng hisdeeeited death-bea.#,
it 6tlls an lntimte plt.s to read, `'Åq)n                                   thig

 ther Bide of the prioon wall theie aie Eorne
  or black, soot besmnched                         trce""" whieh aies
 uft breaking ent inte buds of an a]most.
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va"K'ggeire BE RE
i ANDNeTEDe //1'
},

5`Deproi"nmsis"'writtenbyoscaEii

i. Wilde in Reading fiaol. •//•

l "De profundis," from the depths eg,.

.Reading Gaol, eomes the laBt book of Osctt'E'  ls

"Wilde, the man who was. [I)hey aot hist
•Plays torday, and laughing audiences wonde .
iat the wit that eannot find itis peeLr amo
M'iving dramatists.
 The eonstruetion of " Lady NVinderinere .

igTan, the humcur of "The Inipsrtanee
Being Eartie6t " still exeite our admiration,'

E!Phe tarniG'hed name ef the•ir author vvadi
fading into the hane with which good Fathe ,

 Time diBereetly oeveas both honorir an'
                               Almos,i h{ft me, bo th suceess and                       failure.
paoeis it seem a matter for regret that h'
lg•host sbould be raised once mere.

  Yet here "De Profundis, the booki is'
;and those who believe that "the prope.
"lstudy of mankind is man ean read an.

 ".",tal-SSeh•,fi.n,gi,ng.t.he.i,re,,,8n...glenigis6.ede.ebe.n.trt},eityi

 sorrow,. and perhaps no little artificiality'"
 Sueh a book indeed as might have bee,.
rexpected from Wilde-in Reading Gaol

  Mr Robert            Ress explains the publieatio,.,
',tthh,e.b,,O,tOhk,IVa.S.P,'a,C,eid,gedb`BfiOS.Crl,gSIOhn."6h.ei•

 ;work that Wilde wrote m prison, and th•'
 'last in prose that he ever penned: T}i
 famous " Ballad of Reading Gaol " was com,
 posed after he had regained his liberts,

--

bu• 6•isiini kiXl`

.

g

  rde,[ .

t-tt ./.  ti .- ..- ..

.v.i ::-.,r

  . '1:J. '.. e..
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strokes ef really lurninous and--as far as we
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THE 'VARSITY.

               REVIEWg
  We have just received an advance copy from Messrs

Methuen & Co., of ' DE PROFUNDIS,' by the late
Oscar Wild This extraordinary book is published
to-day, and we wish to call particular attention to it, A

fore-word by Robert Ross, m whose possession the
MSS.has been for some time, tells us that it was the
only work written in pr!son by its brilliant author, and

the last work in prose he ever wrote.
  It is almost impossible to express in words the beauty

of this piece of writing it is quite impossible to para-

phrase, even if one wished to do so, the motz7 under-
lying this sad, and yet hopeful analysis of self-intio-
spection. The vivid, onemight almost say lurid, effect of

degrading imprisonment on a mind which was a curious i
mixture of sensuality and refinement of intellect finds

expression in the pages of De Profttndis in a truly mar-

vellous manner: The constant references to the
author's imprisonment are very intense :-`The plank
`bed, the loathsome food, the hard ropes shredded into
`oakum till one's finger-tips grow dull with pain. . . . .

`the silence, the solitude, the shame-each and all of

`these thingsIhave to transform into spiritual experi-

`ence. There is,notasingle degradation of the body
` which I must not try and make into a spiritualising of

 ` the soul.'

  Such is the standpoint from which the writer views
 his condition, and his words, if sincere, throw fresh
 light on a wonderfully complex nature.

  `The two great turning-points in my life,' he says,
 `were when my father sent me to Oxford, and when
 society sent rne to prison.' One may reasonably hope
 that a third turning-point arose when, on the author's

 release, he turned, as he writes that he would turn,
 to the solace afforded by Nature to one who has
 sinned and forfeited his right to hold up his head
 among his fellow-men. ` She will hang the night with
 stars, so that I may walk abroad in the darkness with-

 out stumbling, and send the wind over my footprints
 so that none may track me to my hurt : she will cleanse
 me in great             waters, and with bitter herbs make me
 whole.'
   De Profandis is one of the saddest, most forcible and
 vivid pieces of English prose ever written.
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               REVEEW.
  We havejust received an advance copy from

Methuen & Co., of ' DE PROFUNDIS,'
Oscar Wilde. This extraordinary book is
                      H- .to-day, and we wish to call

fore-word by Robert Ross, in whose '
MSS. has been for some time, tells us that it

only work written in pr{son by its brilliant

the last work in prose he ever wrote,

of this piece of writing ; it is quite impossible

phrase, even if one wished to do so, the
lying this sad, and yet hopeful analysis of

spection. The vivid, op.emight almost say lurid,

degradin
mixture of sensuality and refinement of intellect

expression in the pages of De Profzsndis

vellous manner: The constant references
author's imprisonment are very intense :-`The
` bed, the loathsome food, the

` oakum till one's finger-tips grow dull with pain. .

`the silence, the solitude, the shame-each and
`these thingsIhave to transform into
`ence. There is,not a single degradation of the

`which I must not try and make into a
 ` the soul.'

  Such is the standpoint from which
 his condition, and his words, if sincere, throw
 light on a wonderfully complex nature.

  `The two great turning-points in my life,'
 `were when my father sent me to Oxford, and
 society sent me to prison.'

 that a third turning-point arose when, on the

 release, he turned, as he writes that he

 to the solace afforded by Nature to one
 sinned and forfeited his right to hold up
 among his fellow-men. ` She will hang the ni
 stars, so that I may walk abroad in the

 out stumbling, and send the wind over my
 so that none may track me to my hurt :
 me in great waters, and                        with                             bitter                                   herbs
 whole.'
   De Profundis is one of
 vivid pieces of English prose ever written.
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  DePRrmis. ByOsoABWllDE. ÅqMetbuenA
  rus ts an culingly aaid now and then
interesting mork ; k oontains some beautital prese,
cQnfessions that eannot leave the reader uninoved and

 even toueh him a little witih shame at hisown
 reedructe ; andapassage of theological oonjecture that
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lthanaliteraryteab. Nob so, we ind ourselvessaymg, are
lseuls iaid hare. !i!hlB is nQt sorrow, but its daxterously eon-

 structed mmtertett.
  Yet when mo ask ourselves in whatiotherway we would have
 had Oscar Wilde's cry frorn the depths we are unabla to repiy l
 tor the bitter truth is thab he was probably uRabla to ery
 ftDm the depths at aU ; perhaps, paradoxieal eLs ib may soiuid

                                          mighb w:rs unable really to be tn the depths. For tihis book
 be held to tortAty the conviction that there is sn imnour ot S
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komperamenb, and u history oÅí his rnLin, eoming tberein toXs

  eh conelusiong as are here set forth, and (Iaring his task
l:P,gul.d.,?f,?e.no,.w.o.rg.thg.t.S,::g?,.g\:i,n"..r,Eot..sZn`g,rtty,.ua,.'g

theboek; or rather takos the boQk trom the eabegory cSegS

 enuine emotion ana plaGes ib airtoag tilie toters de toree.
 uV tt enables us now to lmow absolutely--whaS we hact
tperhapg bafore gueÅísed--that Osear Wilde, hawever he may
tEhave begtm 1'rte, grew to be ineapable of deliberately telling

pthetruth about himselS or anything elsQ. Being smain ot
V/E:?ffu,s6,hi1{ge'xln,gt:l.II,bi,flg,'ti,Ak'G;,bXg{l.9,,eOts}.d,Ilfl.t..\.Y•sw:

doubb if he was truthful even to himselt towards the endi
tIltg"s.th..',f.::yitg'6agte.,.ts.ue,]reals.f.:eis,,l;&k.'6e.',.•n{;{ts,o,m.u.ch,,in.

taet that its author lived Åíortwo years after tt was written.,
k is that knowtedge whieh wiU move may rdwrato soinep. "
thing very likeers t--
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                      and now and then poigmatlYiinXtXestitsngtwMorkwh; iljngiglfuins sorae beautiÅíal prose, serne s

 eQnfessions tntat oannot leave the reader unmoved and may
 even toueh him a little witih shane at his own fortumto
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   eept yery oeeasiomally, to leok upon his testamenb tus more
   analiteraryteab. Nob so, we tind ourselves saymg,                                              are
  uls lavabere. TIEts is nct sorrow, but its daxterously ma.#

 i$tructed countertett - ' Yet when we ask ourselves in whatiothermay we would have
 ghad Oscar Wllde's ery from the dapths we are unable to reply l .
 t;torthebitrtk3r truth is thab he was probably unable to erYS
 -:ueMill}111,di1.eP,.th.Stl;t{ItUlb;.tinerthha.pds.,pptahr,a.do{ig.:}i;:k•;ibbma..yks{lanÅégxdb/1/

 be held to tortify the eonvicti. on that there is aii annouir eC'ge
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in the watches ot the night in that squalid eell we (3im oulY '
•boajeeture; thisbookgivoslittleelue In this bQok he is
,as nmeh as ever the bland and plausible artist m phruse,
'' et cept thab for tbe most parb he is advooatinga new ereed -t'
 of humility in Plaee of earlier gospeis. Kven in prison, even { '
 at the end of'everytSimg he most valued, his airdilee was tmo
'' much for him ; his poses were toQ insistenb--had                                          beKrome
too much a part Qf the man--to be abandorro(l. lt tihe heamb ,

 otabroken man shows at sll in this book, it must be looked .
                                                 tt fer between the linee. It is rarely in thezn.
  CMxat a man who had traveUpct by Wildes eourses to
;eststgeelSameenndt"ahnOdUidaWhirsitotefyrgfPfi.'sSOrd"in,""coil:innalgysblSe;lfli'nhindS.si

Ect' Leh ednelusions as are here seg tdrab, 'and dnring his taslc

 paould pen no word that bQre ths rnark ot sincerity un. .,
 ' orned, is in its waya eonsiderable teat. But ie vibiates ',
  eboek; or rsther takes the bQOk from the eabegory ot••
   nuine emotion and plaKxbs ib antong the teters de tot,ee.,
  .ut lt enables as now bo lmow ' absQIutely---whab vve hEct
   rhapB before guessad--tbatPsear WUdeq hctwever he may tli:
   ve begun rrte, grew to be ineapal}le of deliberately tslling
   etruthabont himselt or aaything else. Being amanot,
   nfus, he often stiumbledon it; but lva eon}d pat say,"r'
  ill be truthShii," and be truththil ; he losC thakpower. :Wer,'
  oubt if he was truthful even to himselt bowards tihe endi:i4
  ut tihe ma1 tragie fuilu]re eÅí this book lies 'nob so mueh in
  twif and its too ebvlously adrDit tsp,ecSal pleeding, tus m the -
   ct that its author lived Åíor tw6 yeers after k was' vvritten.•
  t is that kuowtedge whieh wil1 move may rEwiersto some,t,.
      very.lke Npars :f
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f E have lain in pris5n fer neatli tmoyeafs. onafmyShstuglXhdr!e

rtaes supptanent

eome wild despair; atx tubandonment to gnef that was pibeons eveii to g.,.
1ookat ; terrible ut impomot rage ; bittanesB and s(nni ; aagdeh s y-
;IUISI,Y.eptsalOed"d'thrMi'Sery..,h`il.Fbl'Opt.dssIIFbgen&oVo03C6eqt::'F/:?rWmgdn.`BYe"asttuttj

Wepdsvverth hllnselt I lmDw what WQrdswomb mat wben he said {--
     " Sufrermg is permaneng obscure, and daiSg g
      Anl has the nature ot intimtye" , ;
But ighi!e there were times when I rejoiGed in the idee that my sut!er. S
ings were to be endless,Icould not bear them to be withgutmeenmg.i
;Xg"vtvb.l,fin.,d,,,,.hidden.sfim6emhwh.ei?:;';:::,piy,mis.rr,y.,..na,1:::.g,,,se.m,eth.m.g,t.ll::te:;li;lsli{."..

of a". El!hat something hidden a7gggy in my nstnre, Mre a trwure in a '

 It is the last thing 1edt in me, and the besg I the alimte dis(ro,veT yp as ,

•

hw.hich..Z .betv.e.fyl.ivgehdt,.iPte.tst,re.Lryt.irfi',:soinIt6o.r.afrthe.sthitdDhny.,ele,p.m.21I.;thr:i

Lpropertime. Itcould not htrve comebetere, nertater. Hadanyone'
bold me of ig I would ha,ve rejeoted i" Had it been be(raght to me I"
would have reimed it. AsIfOund igIwimt to knep iU
'T!ltsereis atirtrgedy there, if y{m will. Te eritiedze oo1(lly
'guchapassage, wtitten in a prison eell hy the sutbor af
fOva Ienpwtance or Being Eat"iest, is no congenlal task. Bllb
tt one does so, it is beeause the task is foreed en one by the
wriber.
 Wildespe&ks ln thls lltdie book of hisartfstie creed, his "
teaching, his phi1osophy ol lite; but it is very,doubthil if he
had ever really tormulated (n}e and made any gustained Gfforb
to understsvnd k ana conform to it. For his genius lay in isma
lessness. He was essentially lawless, and his wDrk ts QS valugi

enly when the auther has forgotteri that he is the exponant of a
system. Every wri{er has sQmewhere an intimage pergonal gitb
which distingnishes hima trom e,very other writeir--aithcugh i"
is eften sominube as to escape deteebion. Wfide's partieular
and preeise gift was lawiess irreepengibility.-humerons ine(m.
uany ts porhaps as good s deseriptien af ra U ail hls work
e(nild be spread out 1ike an extin(b river bed in the M(msente.
a tiny thread al gald wcsuld be seen to brsak oot here aad
there fitfully arrd trealrish!y witihinlb. Thab vein al gova
wuuld represent those moments in Wllde's literany caree2
when he forgot who he was and what hs thought he stnod tor
and allowed his native seif to fro!ie end turn somersaults arda
verities and eonventl.ons. Kssentiany an improvisev and dr
hand-t"n}Auab intellect" he adowed himfintt to belisve himseit

"  A- S eonsbruetrtve philosopher ; essentially a moalrer he was metik
  ancagh to aflbeb to be s high priesb of reverenco. Ne resulb
  is thsb, although he essayed almost every variety ot liberatw
  iiiSivae:i'fiilk:inf:onn,lanies;;?t6i:".Sm.hwee,.iia"dn.iSmSpes,sns.tii:lliii.liili,Idmpt.h.e,syopue.

  rmb 1 and we should asseelate with E" those passages in his
  edw Writh}gswhere the same mood hssplsy. or Wilde's
 .T eehex wvrk lt is e(meedvebre ths" indiistrious dlseiples might
 L.. 1}6ve Pmb"ed lt with more ar 1twperbeps sutfielenb--
M" gnee6ss. h any esse ne does nou really matter. The
  tsnure di Wilde's 1tte and the tailure of hls mork ltave
  thesamercot; hecould nob resSgt) ternptstion. We mould;
  ' IKrt} cay that as s writer he yvas bemptnd in the same degree as "
  " pleasure-leving man ; his artlgtzie eensedenee was made of
  lbede? gtnd than hSs eivie oonselenco ; bot he was tempted
  often, and he always fell. Ms real destiay wrus to be an
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Ililii.ii2Slme:l:ewiidee;Elli911talfleioinuet"anenYtlgei/}]X;:t'!ltihatt.ais9:iMteYori.Iel;ven

leokat; tenible aad. impotent rage; bitterrtgsB and secmi; anguitih
 that wept alouÅë ptiery. that eould fud no voicq sorrow t dst mas dmn

1 hsVe passe(S tihrough every possiblemoodefniering. Better
iWardswomb hiinselt I lmDw 'whst Wordswemb mat when he said'i--
        " Suffering is permaneng ebscure, antl dark,
          .An(l has the nature et tnfinitye" 1
 Bttt -vvhile there vvere tirnes when I rejoiGed in the tdea that my sugrav. I

leg.:.\/E;jp.!:::/,g:e,i.e.8ssJ,fll.lglg..geEbe,ur,,,th..el,6tO,be..1ge1,•.tt-.Yfii

me thatnEmbing in the 'vvhale world is metmingless, and ndering leasS a
etall. 1butsomethinghiddanswreLy in my nature,1flreatrsagnreinsg

                                            •s.inastisIt2ttea.18ests,l,lled,lethft.in,Mt.t,'tm•angdpth,einbtewtf.;athetreulsl,ti::1:l.llgipse.1ut"elrrsF;]

ll/ftg.oo,M:•h:t.O.Mt'llg.l.tidO":.QiMha'NSee"66h'eibeimfe:S!nlSPttiG':,l\.iSiaOdM2rlYeth"n/L

G)ld me ef ig I would ha,ve rejebted ia HaKl it been br(night' to zne Ig. '
would have rfrkuscKi it. 1isItound igIwant to keap its !
,!r!ltere is atragedy there,g you will. Te oritlcize ooldly//, -- ,.--
PtK)hapassage, 'vvritten in a priopn eell by the anthor af'i'
                                                  " 'sO.l=i/ C'. ,:.::r.'g x:gSr?vaImportaneeorBeingEamest is,nQ eongenial tkusk. Bus.3
  ene (ioes so, it is b- eeause t2M) task ts foroed on (me by thQ•11.

  iber.
  Wllde s.pesbke ln thls Mtdie beek of his artfst!e ereed, h!riEl

     g, his phi1osephy ot life; bet it ts very.doubtfal tt hQ?•
   ever rea11y tormulated (nte and made any g"stained Gtfoth.
  untlarstand tt and conforrn to it. Fer 'his geniris lay in law.
   hess. He was essentially lawlegs, and his'werk ts-eS veime
enly when the auther has torgotLiben that he ts the exp(ment efai •,. •
system. E)very vvriter has semewhere an inimatsc) personal gitb '

 whieh distingpttines hima from esvery ethec writei--aSthough iti.

 is etten so min"be as to escape deteebien. VVndg's plxtieulav .
" •and'preeise gitt ptas lawiess irregponsibility,-humorons'inoon"J• i
ststenny is• porbeps as good s deseriptien. of i`g U ail hls work

 and be spread out 1ike an extlncb rtver bed in the MondiltajS :'' '
 atiny dnead afgold w`nkt be seen •te' brealr• aut here aua 'S••{•,.fi.c.i-:-1: r•)
  ere fithlly arul frealrishly within-Sb, .!rFhab Vein dr goM. tw'"'` r{-,;
 imild mpresent those moments in Wllde's literar! careeB
,phen hb forgot beho he was and•; hat hei thougbe.he stx}pd ttin
'pmd allcvwed his zative seU to frolie and turn 'gomersanits aani4
Iserities'and conyentlops. ,.'Ksseptial!y• an'improvisec arid dr

  and-tomk,uth. in'telleeq be allt' pa, ed ihSmsett to,•betieye himselt. '.,,.a.:,t
P tmet!ve phllosopher ; essenttaMy a mtmr he was weati'
pa. c,Etgh bo athbeb po be s higb priesb of reverenoo. -                                    1!he resulb"
i.iiiiltLtw/iii'lll'ililliirptng.:anheSgos'tsait'.h:'e'.os'"".'es.pe,ege,ry-.es've're,.,,.etydii.fjlgllbem:ee'n•-; 'i:'-";'ci

tw, Beingimt his ptgh"matermarkaloompleted achieve-i
konb 1 snel we shonid assootate with !" these passtrges in hisv`
l.i;::e:rl:rllliP'i?bipte(mreeese,:eb:.:f'lt:l.eOinOdr,,dht8riS.".',a'di',.:,llii.W,.i'id,eh':i

Fltsve pmbeed re wlth more Qr lese-"perhaps sutfieieiib-.'

'

tnd,th.t8'.gh.w,lllS'l/al(ll9xe,Stth:(l,I.,l:'iipaiailii:i.iillX,&f,,gl.M,.at'.'r.'kmobe'itnimpli

tg.tsa.'u.th,r.e;-i"oime/i.W.'i.t.,,.behi.l:r::".erat:"e.tedea,inns.&h&.e8ameted.1ISIbRel3agi,.-'

li$tebron'.tLd-.,P.+e.-ptin-W.a'.'istt'b"uL8esindspesYrnect'W6'ime'enltirltl ,

                                                         '
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s deviser of paradoxes, an exponent of
tlxings; instead, he thoughb himsett a leaKler
propheS,s greag writer of prose,a serious
By nature a witby and trregponsible
belteve himsett a regponsn)le neo.Hellene.
tsw!ess wit he was often something
he possessed a sense ot humour
another Mastratian ot the tots1 independance

:wiix

  Oniy ln one part of this book does the author
 sell at all.

we seem to see this most delightfully
 pulong, improv!ser et onr day at mork again in
r`' Christ sN} the Preeurser of bhe Romantie
 Are." Wilde introduces tihe
'ene eÅíthe thinga hb had always desired to
 wouldwager he thoaghbofie oniy thab '
 nvery trace of his old gifb of whimsioa1
,embroidery. The resb of the beOk ls
.xtRidied; but thls fs tresh Emd spontanecus :--

P N M s" .t.S

Ys

.tk

.
:- 

: 7y
   -
vv -"  Jt -gv : t

!ines

    the mnfamiliar s!de (ff1

         diraiatbieell6eStll,

     Ir!shman, he grew to
          Born to be a
  verylikeapedanb• Had -"r
he mighbhaveofP:l/1:lbo/lllVreShii : '

                          show his true
Nhe matn part, we are oonvineed, is airt}ifiee ; bnt

                     ingenious, if Imsern-
                           the essay en
                          Movement tn
             fantasy by !umarking that it is`
                         write ; but we
                      mornmg. Itbears
                          invention tmd
                      stmdied and ove"

  r see in omrlst not meraly tlbe uatials ot the suprGrne remantio tJrpe,
 bet alI the aceidents, the wiifulnegbeB ev6n. oÅí the romantic t}eurpecS-
 rrtentalso. He wias abe first person wbo eversald toLpaopre imt they

tt,d,ill'iEve,.o'`.'twh'ill.lgl,'."re,.V.tt'o'gpl5.:.:e;,,fi.Xto,ed,tFlll/iillli'ISIillli&,,Htllli'ie.toiO,d,lll/ifiliXllrll'lllla.is,

 uBe ot chll(!ran, if what ts perfect should have ause. Dante (}esc,ribf)gM
 ,th seul OÅí 6 an as ooming from tihe imd ot God " vgeeping and lsnghh"t
 1ng 1ike s liule chilÅë" and Chrtst also ssw tihat the seul oteaGh one
 thould be s gtetsa dS tancizetla c)be plangmb e ri{lende pargoleggin. He
 talt that life was eihangefal, ffulÅë tisttvq and tltat to allow it co bo
 etGmotmped into any foTm was death. He gaw that peeple abouId mot be

gtombet".eriboOill',",.'.I\,iev1:llB;'tllll,h.eO.M.M.O?h.inultde'211jF,:bo9Il?ilito.111':Ill.llch'wt.i.e."'.

+tlrig"i.,ligb.i.rds.di..flgkk?.h,ysl.io.ul.d.m.an..?,{.l,e..i,,gl.}a.rm.ing.h,.entilile{

illEIeai..tiats't6is,'.r,tohll/illill•Lllboi,S.'tMsOft'inek':.i7,IXirpE:..en,i,eipte.irdn,gA.,.".trk,oMnliyghdl,hllitl:ewe6I:;

' i Hismori41ty tsal1 eymptmehy, iuss whis merality should be. Iftlva
 Qnly thing that he had ever said had been, " Her sins are                                       forgiven her
 beoause she loved much " ft mouldi have been worth while dying to hav6
tzaid tt. His iustlee is all poetieal iufitice, exaetly whst justice abould

tbe. Tltie beggar goes to Eesven be(,ansg he has bsen mbppy. X eannot
 eencalve a better retsson for liis betng Bemt there.

,iAbeg::lbont•..W.e.ddo,hn.oubs.a,y,teeeed.ti.hisisi.gT,ma,.tker,IStifsm,.;pbpuyt;

tswift, lnve!ted commentasy ofwhieh he had the seeret and
t whieh we hold is his chiaf gift. And, rightor wtrong, lt is
"t  very gay and ehaming, and tts imalres the reader think.
" Xndeed, ererything which Wilde says dr ehrist tn this little
 book is we!th reading and considering and reading again.

, Whaq then, is the value of " De Prefundis " ? Its value,
 is th!t-"that tt ls an example af the tzriumplt of the litemp,
 temperament over tbe mest disadvantageous eonditions ; 1ti is
1 imther doeumentary evidenee as to one of the most artifiBta}
, nstures produead by the nineteenth century in Kngland; and
e here and tihere it makes a suveet and reasanmbla 'coqnibutiQn.

itt!!!!l!lgg!lf!thego :mpelofhurnanity. 1
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$.ggEff,

/prophet, s
By nature
believe himsett

bw!ess wit he was
be possessed s

e another Mustratian of tihe tots1 independence
:wit
i Ouly ln one.part of this book dees the author
 seK at all.

we seem
 puldns, improviser of
 `e errish
 Arc•" Wilde introduees the tantagy by mp@rkipg tbat it iag
kone ef the things hb had a}ways desired to wthe ; but ve"
tXwould wager                                           It beare.            he               tboaghS ef ib                          oaly that                                   merning.
Ftsvery trace of. his ola gifb of whirnsioa1 invention and'
gembroidery. !!he resb of the imk ls utdied and ove"tA
/LPtll::::ld.dil"ikXI.Il,S.f.S,.t",eg,,h,.usdSgeal",ta.tn,ehCra.,S.:;...,...ntiotype,g

tut sll the accldents, the wilfuliiegtsetB even. of the romantic t}eirrpera"-#

i,::X'lllt,al,ll?";,,Pisies;.ll,SIIIe,X!,.peE.gn,.w.itoikzzosdtx)'.p.eo.p.la,tha.,',l'i!lg::i'

i;.2."h.e,,by,Pe,,,eallll},l!l,,,llll?bo.,,ab,","l'ddi]iKIR,.bee.e..mma"."e,,h.e.',d,ltX..li.rp,a."E/i3

e-,"•8,,.eglti.dhi.i,gean",.W.h.a.`,.is-,'l:,:.fi.eOts.6hhO."ndid.ha,nGe."ctU`"e'`...Rl•Ilante..f:Sl,:..:lglXS

            child," snd Clnist also saw ths't tko seul oteaGh onaj,l ?btg tike s little
 ithould be s gtttsa dl fontitetla elta pinngmb e ,•idendlo pargolegglo. Hel '

 Salt that life was (tugeful, fiulÅë aettve, and that to a!low it to bet
 etergetyped into any form vvas dan. He ssw thst peaple should not beiB.
 IP"e sNerieus ov6r mtiserial, eemmen interests: that to beunprEatScaK'
 tR{tS te besgreat tthg: that ane Bbould oob bother toa mmab ever

i:I:,l,,Fairs`'t,Ilgberi.rds.di..flgk?g,y:l;gul.d.I:g.}?,E•:,e.tt,,gl.}a.'m.ing.xRIS/:g'

 ;meat?      is not the body rnore than rslment ?" A Grealc might have usecf
ihsi.'"..ia,`.,ta,'IIIh5.'a,S"hG.i,t.','..,fu.i.'O.fG,,,'.eeil:i".ftrm,g•,.,iin..t,oulyCRuistcotl,

11•e&siii.isep/M.e,://?L9ililir,S:al,$.$,i:,,kv•,P'8e•/,,shat.lillk'ili/l,b,eeW.i6ill,,/:.;:'.':8i&,lltsi'sm'.i,s.,/llll\ts'//,Jb/t/i'i'"',

reh.alFIill:l9beggtara.g;ll:klt:IOe.e,8hwn,,.beic.fi't::tieLeR:;6Prberxuabappy•icaimol.:,

ffs",eg:X,le",'..W.e.,dO,,".`'",g.a,Y,ti.h??,.tit.iisi{s,.g',ea,.t{{rAi\ti,sm,.;,b,i,its,g'

fi!ee/.ieilii/liilegi•iilk$isegaM.•.eptrst,PX't:hi,81ig,e&rig,fifgo?ditl.ny.`"reE':t.tt/,

S'Indeed', crverything which Wilde                             says pf ehrist in this littlnE.
gl.imk is weni} regding sna eonsi(lering audi req(ling aguin. iii

t'  'VV!taq then, is the value of " De Proimdts " ? Its valux
, 'Ss thts--that tb ls an example af the hiumph of the literarSi3
 temperament over the most disadvantagecus eonditions ; 1ts nt
l, farther dQeumentary evidence as to one of the most artifieiaqll
'  ustures producod by the nineteenth eentury in Istiglana ; anaj
"k.tk....l.3gl..atL,th,.S.rll,l,'R,:X/ik.e,s..s.Efr.feetandreasanabieboqnibutio)ijE;.

                                  ".-:---
            l•... ,• ;.L:gkii,f. ... •,l• .' -. .:', ,:{{2.:.

."t• . ,,:.. r. ,.i ..et}i ;.'--  .[ 1,.L;i .i.'.i -' .- •.- . '.-:.'"7 .} • i --. i,. ....

  ,s. ''. ,..`.1: .1 .r-' // '... 1.' . .
 .•--1-y '- '-.ny , . -Tines
                     -.t/Lfl, -fl.ll
       t' . "i.- V.l-.ltlt. =p Lf ,.

-
pti'r"'" brffe'" s"T ,s" fiptptex" po'"""'NrfeffiIE'"mab'''T' -i'X'iilife'"' ag.

instead, he theughb himseif a Ieader ot men, .afl -
  greaS writer ot prose, a serious dramatie poeb.g
  a witty and lrresponsible Ir!shman,he grewtof .-. .
      a responslble neo.Hellene. Born to bo a' '''-
        oftK)n semething very likespedanb. Had,t 1. •-.:-1.
     sense of humour he mighb have been saved'g'. •
                              of humur andig, "". .'.

                                          Jl                               show his tuet .JZ
  The matn• part, we are eonvinced, is art}ifice ; bub'r

to see this most delightfully ingenious, if imseru- i-:
           crar day aS mork again in the essay en•: s-
 stss the Preeursor of the Romantie Movepaent !nlj -.
                                        -t b-
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E' merit which be believed he reoognised as th
lBg'gtctoedme..o.ffidhggtloayp{IA'gitby{h,,,I,tthh.adl.b.eebnp.e,X

} utteranoe of a brilliai)diy-gifted mlind, mould
, so(mer or later, be given to the wonld. Th
 part of the world wh}eli treasures Vhe memG

                   ewery surrounding         uglm,ess
  ll•t,.",?i2I,:/la.pefn.o2qri.l,IX.Ue:Z..M.M.,gt,,.,h."fieedwi.fe,!fehegF,.?,.

     "De Profundis" (Methuan and Co•) is t
  er mame bhat has been guven to tihe little boo
  g•,,il8z":t,pO."Iiiigg,gdlg,ge,//rllptltu.'flfi/li•oann,d.6SE:,zeM,r,Krolttim,kr,ti

   ' Dr to Oscar Wilde noas tih                       e thing that he                                   di
   "hout the tihmg tinat he beoame, deserved bh
   -.twccusatiDai of guilt. He liad eno uEK) fo
   rmoTality, ais t'he word was mberprebed in
   law      by         hig cotmrymen. He was,                              he wrDte,
   S`a bom animomian ... one of th
    ho are made for exeeptiang, not for 1&ws.
     dabgerous Åíaith: but he who                             professed ir
    as al&imed for himself ta pleee mpat :-
     "I must say to myself pthab                          I ruined myse
   and       thevt ncrbody gpqat or small can be rutn
   tsexeept by his Åqrm hand . . Ternble asw
   -nvhat the wvrld drd to me, wlvaS I did to myse
  gy/x'gdfa.',rnymol:,g,Se,.rx,igt.e,,s.t.!.llt.Ih.WIXta..lllill.}itW.

  $,i'iesM'g,'/S,lgwgiR,to.i'Xtied,ll,igi!.t9eellii'ted,,o,djihlt"'".e,f,OXh..ad,.Yiillill.l,giial,,3.,

  ts,acknowledged It is usma11y disoeÅëned, lt dr
  "gehn,ed.a,'thalLh.bydih,e.hshstsrlun,,,•o.r,.thhe.C.rgtiC,•.ko,n

  } away With me it was different. I iedt it m
"  "ts and madedthers feel Lt Byron was&symboli
                           tihe passion  ie figure, but }iEs relations wene to
  f hus age and its weariness of passion Mme we
  l to somehhing more noble, mere popnanen",
                            Cfihe gcKls h  iti :Ileltfte vital issue, of earger.s[;:e .

L of his erratie genius, and is wal1ng tK) fom
S the nature of its oc1ipse, may mow leairn
t- what fasliien (Årsc&r Wilde wrote out ef t
g" ,dspths of his most mtim&te communiout wT
l.se.",OtW.pth.e..gn?g,:I..S.eIYhi,eg,o,iBwhalgadmQ.nfoSetl.8eetha.

k Gbol") ,his final word ito his fedlow-men• O
                                 lif '                           peIVasE the glimpges it affords mbo his
igigTssmda'"eOnti`yhew?tihacShtoatiete\eemohob.esiieg"tOoarb'euan.

 cf his personal expenence m a sutu&ti$,rvtuh,.eTet,tinix,geo.nhD.tohnxdo'f..exkigdten,I(.)e.pWa.gta..t9.
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                        gonerally f•onr som  i Ib ha`s bean kuown-very
 t? yeexs- past't•hat Osear Wilde, during 'th
  't period of his impTisodnment at Readintg, h&
  endeavoured to put into woixis the though
   end feeIings bolonging to t"he self-develoe

!,i'lie#'tpa,gWe:•tll'ill}tshh..Sxiti,li.,ptip!,lili/l//t&ytg'g.Seege•,tA,ililiiili/k:ll,i&j-ti•,e.,

 E sooner or later, be givem to the wenld. Th&.
 X, paÅëti of the wonldr vlhich treasures the memG
 i,.,(rfh,hks.,eumr'ratS'2,g•,e,mbeu,s,•,grq.ig,Tp1216.ng61e,ifode'pt `

 l" what fashion Ose&r W•ilde rmte out ef t
 ;'i depths of his mest intimate communion witlgl

lgse-.rm,,,Sg,gthr,eo,Spa/s:.vse.ekhi.8g,tttr';,elaj:•!&li/{,2Eg.thg,S.l/,

l,Jihh,tt,iillilmM.ol,iiili,yheSg/2ihal81i•:Xt:.IIitllLfliisP8.t,.hr}s:'i}jl•tr"-a;,t.ee,iil/lllll,l.

                  exp•erience in'g situ&ti . Il of hi,s peirsonal
 l-.dwh.eret,thdne.mo.nhg6bohn,gdot..exkiX•8stepdee.pwa,.sta..ig.ri

i,i`k.'x,lilililiid;lt6ttt/getlj/'".':y"t-&,gu,,e•t",tgil'lliX•///'trk'::l/iiidt.h"'\tts.ilik2S.'

 tt•, Åëhildrca of modern art.
 g2t "De Profundis" (Methuon and Co.) is t-hl
, k• aiame t•hat has bocm dgiven to tihe l•ittle bo•o ,-

3
" #, eerk out

h`J. Lt,.;;

LV:

tr/;r`by, the,..frll'orYndiy intren.KiJd.Y,..tl:'lllld6,f M,.Pre!bo' be

kIibss• "Apologi& pro Vita,Sua" it is not;i
.

s for to Oscar Wi•lde ndr the thintg that he didj'•:
k.but the thing bhat he beoame, deserved•th'
i"%9.e.U.Sfi•t'eigl}..oÅí,,h.guiviib,•rdH.e.,,il{•:l.I}/gk,,u.sediS2EZ

I'l`aaWbbgmhiSanCbiOtim"aMats9:.He.Weasne'IX7f\:itR,l;'ll""

p.

i' who •a•re m4•de for'exeeptiang, emet for laws.'
L.A dangr)trous faith: but he'wh•o                             professed i'
;•F ,h•a,s eda,imbd f.or himself ;at pleee Qpat :"-

i' "I raust say to myself dihat I ruined myseif,
,ih-.and thtat ncrbody gm•at er small ean be ruined:-
/)11,l,e.Xh`'.eptt•nhb.Ybjg\S!d9IRullh.'a"ISb,,wh;.,:f}:,iE•tih'.'.:,N,".-'

g•ylxsgdfa.•rtymJJoi:,?,gg•.ruigls,,,gts',lli,.ith.wz\,a.hll31Eg.}eqtw.'tt•-

ggt.,M,:d.age.'.lin.ed,.re,::IXsgddihi.s.dforhadtnMtse.i&;.at'tinhes

E agetho re&liee it aSftrerwards. Few rnen hoTd suclSg
g n posibion in their owii litetitme, and have.it sdi
lt,IS,i•l!tTetW.iall•ilt,XSeElkbyi/ihel:i'IShli•iigt,ua•rl•,-X.,,•//ii/ifiglhftsed:l•lt'i'tli,gS,i

 ' away. Wiith me itwas different. '! felt it mmerk
' l and mLade dtrhers See1 it•                     Byron'was e symbolicS
l figur6, but hd•s relations were t(1             wearinessofpassi6//"P'lill8inSS5e41]e$a,
t, his age and its
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                       "OUT OF THE D]CPTEIS.'7*•
      t-.,T,h,ege.,ig.a,irv.ay,s,,an.,?:m,,ofigge,',e,.of,diegi,an,e.h2ky,a,?;lh'ka.\y,,?,og.t.h,uil.}o,ia2•;

      , should be the plenitude of his creative power it has the airof that most
     'i mournfu1 of all symbols, the broken marble column. No sueh monu-
        ment may mark the resting plaee of Osear Wilde in the great city where
      ; his exile ended some four years: ago, but he is not, nor will he be soon,
      : forgottenbythosewho admired his many-sided genius. Indeed, all who
        love our literature will turn to the book whieh Messrs. Methuen
      t     - havejust issued in a tasteful binding and fair print with the feeling that
     . a buried treasure has been given into their hands. De Prof?tndis wiR be
        widely read, and its contents even more widely diseussed, for nowadays
        people have no time to wait until they have read a book before they
        discuss its meritg. The talk ofluneheon tables and the labourg of eertain
       , literary seavengers help them to form these antieipatory judgments,
        though of what                    value their opinion is to bhemselves orSanyone else ean
        best be estimated by the fact th&t they seldom buy the works they so glibls
        recommend to their friends.
       , One, however, who has read the long letter from Reading Gaol,
     " to whieh the appropriate name of De Profundis has been given, will
      .: seareely be so re&dy to tell others to do likewise. Not that the thing is
       1 without merit, nor that it would not be a very ereditable performanee for -i
     . i an ordinary writer ; but Wilde was no ordinary writer, &nd the attitude
     . , of mind here assumed towards the most vital problems is no"hat of the,
        author of The Ballad of Reading                                   Gaol.                                         Prison must, therefore, have
        had a more narrowing effect upon Wilde's mental outlook than even his
        extreme sensitiveness to its physieal limitations would h&ve led one to
        believe possible. The whole of the letter to Mr. Ross is impregnated with
        the commonplace i                      deas                           of cornmon men about the purifying influenee
        and sacrea charaeter of sorrow, so that, tihort of saymg that to be put in
 . H IL"        prison is a blessing in disguise, the writer appears to have done the
             which Wilde held to be the greatest of literary crimes, to wit,        thing
        exhausted the obvious.
       Fd,,P,9foh,a.p,?•,.the.re,,w,?,"'g.,be,,n.olll}iiipLg,,ve.r.y,sff.a,ng,e.,ab,o.:•3,fie,is,,m.?r5fig

        ordeal of his long-dragged-out trial and the degrading nature of his
        punishment h&s destroyed Wilde's moral fibre. Then he might well
        have eome under the hypnotic influenee of the gaol ehaplain, and for the
        time at least have beeome a luke-warm convert to formal Christi&nity.
     " Yet, far from this being the ease, striking proofis afforded by The Ballnd
        of Reading Goa"hat Wilde, if he ever wavered, soon regained his con-
                          boldly eondemned the hideous eruelty of man's        fidenee in himself                      and
     J:,J.',"S8.`C,e,•,ln,Xh,e,,P,O,?M.•,,h,O\e,V,gg•,kh,e.r8,lg,ts,e,a.g,"l#e,gnX,i2dE.,n,a"i2R.2t8:g

     . , ghould be made to suffer the death-agony of a fellow ere&ture, but with none

" ves
.}- :-.;:i: , of that self-pity whieh is the dominant n6te of De Profitndds. If Oscar

     ;. Wilde called thus upon his Lord from out of the depths, he cried in the
        voice of another man; there are passages, no doubt, in the book which
       ' remind one of the author of Lndy VVindeimere's Fan, but there is much
        besides which can only eause one to refieet, with C 33, that "he who
        lives more lives than one, more deaths than one, must die."

                     "Pe PTofundis, by Oscar Wilde. (Methuen.)
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