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'rRAtVELLER

         (`DE PROFUNDIS."
       A POSTHUMOUS WORK BY OSCAR WILDE.
  N A pAINFuL pAssAGE in this inte.resting posthumous bookIÅí}t,la'::kg\g,iLe,,fsre,.o.f,agfitttrJ.%'nii,,"p\`gt"eP,i',"f"S,)6?schag

 "' --stobd for half an hour on the platform of Clapham
Junction, handcuffed an'd in convict dress, surrounded by an
amused and jeering mob. " For a year after that was done to
me," he "rrites, " I xvept every day at the same hour and for the

same space of time." That was before he had discovered or
thought he had discovered, that histerribleexperiences in prison,

his degradation and shame were a part, and a necessary part, of

Nhis artistic life,a co:npletion ofhis incomplete soul. After he had

learnt humility in the bitterest school that " man's inhumanity
to fu5nJ"-' pr-orv{des for unwilling scho ars, after hi"fiEcrdf[Ima

the cup of sorrow to the dregs, after his spirit was broken

-
he wrote this book in

which he tried to per-
 suade himself and others
that he had learnt by

 suffgring and despair what

 lifS-and pleasure had
 nevdr taught him.

  If Oscar Wilde's spmt,
 returning to this world m

 a malicious mood, had
 wished to devise a pleas-

 ant and insmuating trap
 for some of his old enemies

t of thc press, he could
 searcely have hit on a bet-

 ter bne th an this book. I

' ,am;convinced it was wnt-
"
terf in passionate sin-

 .cesity at the time, and
 ;ye! it representF a mere

     and an unimportant ,mo, ed

 o'rf pf the man who wrote
 it, a rbood too which does
 utot even last through the

 iso pages of the book.
 "The English are very
 fond of a man who
 admits he has been
 wrong," he makes one of
 1")ls characters in "Tbe
  Idleal Husband" say, and
  elsewhere in this book he

  compares the advantages
 .of pedestals and pillories

  in their relation to the
  public's attitude towards
  himself. VSTell here he is
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   es C`DE PROFUNDIS."
             A POSTHUAIOUS WORK BY OSCAR WILDE.
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      -i stood for half an hour on the platform of Clapham
' Junction, handcuffed an"d in convict dress, surrounded by an
t

    amused and jeering mob. " For a year after that was done to
l rne," he "'rites, " I "'ept every day at the same hour and for the
i
t same space of time." That was before he had discovered or
i thought he had discovered, that histerribleexperiences in prison,

t ,his degrqda!ion and sharpe were a part, and a necessary part, of
    his artistic life,a completion ofhis incomplete soul. After he had
K lear-nl}! b..umi!ity in the bitterest school that " man's inhumanity
i to man " provides for unwilling "schr6olfiIg:-Efis, afler hE-Md-aiinf

; the cup of sorrow to the dregs, after his spirit was broken
t -he wrote this book in
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 which he tried to per-
 suade himself and others

" that he had learnt by
 . S!Xffg,ring and despair what

e lif?S.t•and pleasure had
 neve'Fi taught him.

   If Oscar Wilde's spirit,
 returning to this world in

 a malicious mood, had
 wished to devise a pleas-
 ant and insinuating trap
 for some of hisold enemies

 of the press, he could
 scarcely have hit on a bet-

 ter bne than this book. I
` •,mp. ,;.convinced it was writ-

ee{qit-in passionate Sin-
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 "4 p'meza' ef the man who wrote

 -T it, a fuood too which does

 tsot even last through the

 rso pages of the book.
  "The English are very
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 admits he has been
 wrong," he makes one of
 IXIs characters in "Tbe

  Ideal Husband" say, and
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                                                Motori$t
'-  in the pillory, and here also is Mr. Courthey in the :
  `"Daily Telegraph" getting quite fond of him for the i
  very first time. Here is Oscar Wilde, "a genius," "incon- i
  testibly one of the greatest dramatists of modern times"
 as he is nowgraciously allowed to be, turning up unexpectedly
 with an admission that he was in the wrong, and telling us
 that his life and his art would have been incomplete without
 his imprisonmept, that he has learnt humility and found a new

 mode of expression in suffering. He is "purged by grief,"
 "chastened by suffering," and everything, in short, that he
 should be, and Mr. Courtney is touched and pleased. What
 Mr. Courtney and others have failed to realise, and what
 Wilde himself did realise very soon after he wrote this
 ,#ttxeressmgcbutrgather athetic ogther 'VetbhOeO\,rsiSstllrttlllilillll

an ct

     -Lth

Travei1er

.L''

tat mental nd h sical dise b su
  an confinementw' '

  spirit of revolt v,ras left in

  fire Of creative genitis.

  fiame began to subside,
  with spasmodic flickers till

  got to make everything
  He writes, "The plank
  rope shredded into oakum
 pain, the menial offices '
 orders that routine seems
 that makes sorrow
 solitude, the shame-each
 transform into a spiritual
 degradati,on of the body
 a spiritualising bf the

 some food, menial
 spiritualise the soul; at

 any rate, they did not
 spiritualise Oscar Wilde's

 soul. The only effect
 they had was to destroy
 his magnificent intellect,

 and even, as some pas-
 sig'es in this book show
.S/:ll.,SS:mpkiyt r.il/ycious'

SiIR9Ib9..Sket...,eg.,.o.Lf.p}imgh ur•

 The return of` freedom
g.:IV.,'g'"rlr,rf"`.'scrcrlX'reh"el"1;Eemsnse

 of humour, and the wreck
 of his magnificent intellect

 served him so well to the

 end of his life that,
 although he had hope-
 lessly lost the power of

 concentratlon necessary

afrdpt-trrTfstff;::{ruateabltilllllllliSllluiChorCUailIXelliasl8il;l?-'lliS;SS}watyeedarsiahteer.deailltl2Slifil!Ssi3hsOiofnEtas•

                       Oscar VS7ilde, so long was left
                      When the spirit of revolt died,
                     and continued to subside gradually
                        its ultimate extinction. "I have'
                      that has happened good for me."
                      bed, the loathsome food, the hard
                        till one's finger tips grow dull with

                    wrth which each day begins, thc harsh
                       to necessitate, the dreadfu'1 dress
                  grotesque to look at, the silence, the
                        and all these things I have to
                       experience. There is not a single
                      which I must not try and makeu into+
                    soul." But, 'alas! plank beds, loath-
                  ol'fices, and oakum picking do not

ng
fted

the

the
the

to the producbon of
literary work, he re-
mained to the day of his
death the most brilliant
and the most intellectual
talker in EurOpe.

  It must not be sup-
posed, however, that this
book is not a remarkable

book and one which is
not worth carefu1 reading.

There are fine prose
passages in it, and occa-
sional felicities of phrase

which recall the Oscar
Wilde of "The House
of Pomegranates" and
the "Prose-Poems," aiid
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                                             Motorist
 in the pillory, and here also is Mr. Courtney in the
 "Daily Telegraph" getting quite fond of him for the
very first time. Here is Oscar Wilde, "a genius," "incon-
testibly one of the greatest dramatists of modern times"
as he is nowgraciously allowed to be, turning up unexpectedly
vv'ith an admission that he was in the wrong, and telling us
that his life and his art would have been incomplete without
his imprisonment, that he has learnt humility and found a new

mode of expression in suffering. He is "purged by grief,"
" chastened by suffering," and everything, in short, that he
should be, and ]Nlr. Courtney is touched and pleased. What
Mr. Courtney and others have failed to realise, and what
XN7ilde himself did realise very soon after he Nvrote this
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                                                 11g
:'Sgd:C.,',fifE"ig-,)-S'.M-fiÅíi"2'{'X/I:miC5•sFC"•X--iiP'r,4'9"9,9i[l.tl,e'et'i//,ezz.'.d'eH'4X2pt9g'fi/P';'SISi,flehd,

spirit of revolt was left in Oscar XVilde, so long was left the
fire of creative genius. XVhen the spirit of revolt died, the

tlame began to subside, and continued to subside gradually
Nvith spasmodic 11ickers till its ultimate extinction. "I have

got to make everything that has happened good for me."
He writes, "[1"he plank bed, the loathsome food, the hard
rope shredded into oakum till one's fingertips grow dull svith
pain, the menial ot'tlces with "'hich each day begins, thc harsh

orders that routine seems to necessitate, the dreadful dress
that makes sorrow grotesque to look at, the silence, the
solitude, the shame-each and all these things I have to
transform into a spiritual experience. There is not a single
degradation of the body vv'hich I must not try and make into
a spiritualising of the soul." But, alas! plank beds, loath-

some food, menial ot'fices, and oakum picking do not
 spmtualise the soul; at
 any rate, they did not
 spiritualise Oscar "7ilde's

 soul. The only effe' ct
 they had was to destroy
 his magnificent intellect,

 and even, as some pas-
 stges in this book show
.SLl...Slte"rrLI},El..o.r...ar31y....Åíleqsl..lk}ig}

 S..'...rtP.e..Sbtwfi9ns.e,gf.hp.mrvp.ur•

 'l'he return of' freedom
gaVW"h"ihl'-if.-',"k"'`fhE"gl,gfigg'N.,,

 of humour, and the wreck
 of his magnificent intellect

 served him so well to the

 end of his life that,
 although he had hope-
 }essly Iost the power of

 concentratlon necessary

to the production of
literary work, he re-
mained to the day of his
death the most brilliant
and the most intellectual
talker in Europe,

  It must not be sup-
posed, however, that this
book is not a remarkable

book and one which is
not worth careful reading.

There are fine prose
passages in it, and occa-
sional felicities of phrase

which recall the Oscar
Wilde of "The House
of I'omegranates" and
the "Prose-Poems," and
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Motorist

here afiramott"e' re rather unexpectedly cothes an epigram 1{k-e this

 for example : "There were Christians before Christ. For that we

 should be grateful. The unfortunate thing is that there have
been none since." True, he spoils the epigram by adding, "I
make one exception, St. Francis of Assisi." A concession to
the tyranny of facts and the relative importance of sincerity to

style, which is most uncharacteristic of the "old Oscar."
tNev-ertheless, the trace of the master hand is sti11
visible, and the book contains much that is profound
and subtle on the philosophy of Christ as conceived
by this modern evangelist of the gospel of Life and
Literature. One does not travel further than the 33rd page
of the book before finding glaring and startling inconsistencies

in the mental attitude of the writer towards his fate, for
whereas on page i8 in a rathcr rhetorical passage he speaks
of the " eternal disgrace " he had brought on the " noble and

ho'noured name " bequeathed him by his father and

page 33 "Reason" tells him "that the laws under whic
convicted are wrang and unjust laws, and the system
which he has .suffered a wrong and unjust system."
is the spirit of revolt not quite crushed. He $aÅr's that if

had been released a year sooner, as in fact he very
was, he would have left his prison fu11 of rage and
and without the treasure of his new-found " Humility." I

unregeneratefenough to wish that he had br.ought"his ra
bitterness with him out of prison. True,
written this book i

he would almost certainly have written several more '

parable comedies, and we who reverenced him as aM
artist in words, and mourned his downfall as an irrep
blow to English ILiterature would have

painfu1 experience of reading the posthumous praise
at last so lavishly given to what certainly cannot rank with

measurable distance of his best work. A. I).

and
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                            bitterness, :

                                  am s
                               ge and
                    he would never have
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                               mcom-
                                great
                               arable
                  been spared the rather

                                 no.w
                                  ln .
                                     Lord

. `` De Profundts, '' by OscAR WiLDE. (Methuen).
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here and there rather unexpectedly comes an epigram like this
for example : "There were Christians before Christ. For that we

should be gratefuI. The unfortunate thing is that there have
beennonesince." True, he spoils the epigram by adding, "I
make one exception, St. Francis of Assisi." A concession to
the tyranny of facts and the relative importance of sincerity to

style, which is most uncharacteristic of the "old Oscar."
Nevertheless, the trace of the master hand is still
visible, and the book contains much that is profound
and subtle on the philosophy of Christ as conceived
by this modern evangelist of the gospel of Life and
Literature. One does not travel further than the 33rd page
of the boolÅq before finding glaring and startling inconsistencies

in the mental attitude of the writer towards his fate, for
whereas on page i8 in a rathcsr rhetorical passage he speaks
of the " eternal disgrace " he had brought on the " noble and

hohoured name " bequeathed him by kis father and mother, on

page 33 "Reason" tells him "that the laws underwhich he "'as
convicted are wrong and unjust laws, and the system under
which he has suffered a wrong and unjust system." But this
is the spirit of revolt not quite crushed. He says that if he

had been released a year sooner, as in fact he very nearly
was, he would have left his prison fu11 of rage and bitterness,

and vL'ithout the treasure of his new-found " Humility." I am

unregenerate;enough to "'ish that he had br.ought.hjs rage and
bitterness with him out of prison. True, he would never have
written this boolc if he had come out ofprison ayear sooner, but

he would almost certainly have written several more incom-
parable comedies, and we who reverenced him as a great
artist in words, and mourned his downfall as an irreparable
blosv to English I.iterature would have been spared the rather

painfuI experience of reading the posthumous praise now
at Iast so lavishly given to what certainly cannot rank within

measurable distance of his best work. A. I).

 `` De Profundis,'' by O.gcAR WiLDE. (.Methuen).

.

Lord Al fred Douslas.
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 man who, through life-leng posing, has beeome but el •
 shadow of a shade--the sha+dow of the current idea or,
 ideal in his imagination. Such at least is my impres--"
 sion of the author of that subttly and exquisitely writ,ten
 reeord "of rpy mental developmenb in'prison," "'De•,
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     ",4 Lord of Language."
                       "
                By MAx BEERBoHM.
rllHERE was a coineidenee last week m Lendon. An
/Jtiv exhibition of Whistler's pamtings was opened, and a
book" by Oscar Wilde was pubhshed; and all the erities are
wuting, and the gossips gossiping, very ghbly, about the
        of V'histler, and about the greatness of OscarglÅíatness
Wilde. Whistler               during                      the 'seventies and 'eighties, and
Osear Wilde dunng the '                      eighties                              and early 'nineties, eut
very promment figures m London; and both were by the
      and          the gossips regarded merely as clever faTceuTs.crltles
Both, apart from their prominence, were doing serious work ;
but neither was taken at all seriously. ]N'either was thanked.
Whistler got a farthing damages, Osear Wilde two years'
hard labour None of the critics or gossips took exeeption
to either verdict"               Time has ro                         11ed on. Both men are dead.
A subtly apocalyptie thing, for critics and gossips (especially
in England), is the tomb; an                           d praises are by envious
humanity sung the more easily when there is no chanee that
they will gratify the subJects of them. And so, very glibly,
very blandly, we are all magnifying the two men whom we
so lately behttled. M. Rodin was brought ever to open the
                  Perhaps the nation will now commis-Whistler exhibition.
sion him to do a statue of Osear Wilde. Il ne manaue gue ca.
   Some of the critics, wishing to reeoncile present enthu-
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"p'hOe"nSohrgeOnrtsn9f8sSeCaar'wWllSee,"--,aaccqo"ratpngS"tdodet"hea.",d.".",regiia.t,e,•gl

O,i",Sg,Y,Y.a."Sff.Oi'igl,9,d,.bYTffgCarf.e,e,r2.`IOiglb',i,T,hhe5io"g,e.O,rYLvffililss

had been mamly remarkable for his wit. In point of faef,
wit was the least important of his                                   Primanly, he was                             gifts.
a.,P t( fietswfl}h,.?.ki.e$zn,sff,.p,?s%gnk'z.Psite.ty;.a,eda.evis.so,ph,er,si

humour (which was of an even finer quahty than his wit),
sprang from a very solid basis of seriousness, as all good -
wit or humour must. They were not essential to his genius ; g
and, had they happened not to have been there at all, pos- 9
sib}y his genius would,                   even while he himself was flourishmg,
bave been recognised ,in England, where wisdom's passport .l
is dulness, and gaiety ef maimer damns. 11he right way.of ny
depreciatmg Oscar Wilde would have been to say that,
beauhful        and profound thou                       gh his ideas were, he never was
a real person m contact with realities                                     He created his ei
poetry, creabed his philosophy : neither sprang from his owL S
soul, or from his own experience. His ideas were for the S
sake of ideas, his emotiGns for thei sake of emotions. This, '
I take it, is Just what Mr. Robert Ross means, when, ill his
admirable mtroduction to                           Profundis," he speaks of                      " De
0soar Wilde as a man of " highly mtelleetual and artificial
nature." Herem, too, I find the key to an old mystery;
why Osear Wilde,, so saliently ongmal a man, vv'as so much
infiuenced b the werk of other writers; and why he.than '
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      "4Lord of Language." "'i
                  By MAx BEERBdi'M.
THg.R,?•,,v,zs.a.,cttn,eig,g'gs•g,i.asiS,iwaek.ag.},o.".ddgnh.d"".

book" by Osear Wilde was published; and all the crities are ;.,-',.
writing, and the gossips gossiping, very glibly, about the , ';i
          of            Whistler, andgleatness                          about the greatness of Oscar
Wilde. W•histler during the 'seventies and 'eighties, and
Osear Wilde during the 'eighties and ear}y 'llineties, cut
ve.ry. prominent figu.res in Londoll; and both were by the
       and           the gossips regarded merely ascrltlcs                                         clever                                                fareeurs.
Both, apart from their prominence, were doing serious work ;
bu  t neither was taken at all seriously. N'either was thanked.
NVhistler got a farthing damages, Osear NVilde two years' 't'
harq labour. None of the critics or gossips took 'exeeption
   either verdict.s                 TimetQ                       has                           rolled on.                                     Both men are                                                   dead.
A subtly apocalyptic ehing, for critics and gossips (especially
m England), is the tomb; and praises are by envious
humanity         sung the more easily when there is no ehance that•
they wil} gratify the subjects of them. And so, very glibly,                                                        i''
                                                        .lvery blandly, we are all magnifying the two men whom we
so lately belittled. M. Rodin was• brought ove•r to open the
Whistler exhibition. Perha-ps t'he nation will llow commis-
sionstwm.t.ofd,ohg+%t.ait"is,,of.Oi,shce.r,IS\8id.'b..i,iii".e,m."tt,9.Åé9gKhC.":,i

siasm w.ith past indifferenee, or with past oblequy, have been .
g•sff.g,eeosi.n,g,t.ha,`,•gtD.,e-,ll]r,`gl'IEtisdli,i.'z".klr,.""a.ik,e.{\:}y,,s,rsil

phenomenbn.              0sear Wilde, aecording to them, was glori-
ouply transformed by incareeration. Their theory eom-
prises two fallaeies.                    The first fallacy is that 0scar Wilde
had been ma,inly remarkable for his wit. In point of faef,
wit was the least important of his gift-s. Primarily, he was
a.,p ,( fie`swrl•2ie.?.//ge'lgn,s",.p,3s\8gnk'z.bsite.ty;.a,igda.,p,Piisio,phsr,s'

humour (which was of an Å}even finer quality than his wit), i
sp.rang from a very solid basis of seriousness, as all good
wit or humour must•. They were not esse•lltial to his genius;
a.nd, had they ha,ppened not to have been there at all, pos-
sibly his genius• would, even while he himself was fleurishing,
bave been reeognised ,in England, where wisdom's passport
is dulness, and gaiety of manner damns. 1'he right way.of
depregiating Osear Wilde would have bee•n to say that, '
beautiful and profound t,hough his ide:as were, he never was
a real person in contact with realit4ies.                                         He created his
poetry, creabed his philosophy : neither sprang from his owLsoul, or from his own experience. His ideas were- for the aj

sake of ideas, his emotions for the sake of emotions. This,
Ed`.'5•,e."'ei?•,e't",,Z`d.W,htai8.Mt'6i`PODIII'r`p,R,2iS.dlll•8,R•"S'h.Wh,e,ns.i",h39,'

Osca,r Wilde a,s a man of " highly in                                  telleetual and artificial
nature." Herein, too, I find the.key to an old mys-tery; i
why Osea,r Wilde, so salietlltly origmal a• mall, was so much
influencbed b the work of other writers; qnd why he. than
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' luxurious eomplement of pride. In " De Profundis," for the ,
  most part, he is frankly proud-proud with the natyra} pride  gfda,Igg."iiS.O,r.iilth.'Y,.:llLct,PWeEd.g.Sl}`ei.a.".d,ahr.rOed"g,"tsgr}•`hhgll..h.'Ell

          . Nor mere}y to mankmd was he condescendmg.  deseended
  He enJoyed the greater luxury of eolldescendmg to himself.  Sometimes the eondescension was from his tpresent self to his g

  ORigf.S,e,i.f.;,S&M,eh`8Mde,S.thrOgef),l'g.Oig,,S,elf,tOi,h6S.,P.i'e.Se"kr`d-S.e:'zte..,difi

,}a.isg.ltg,ge,K'.',he.s,agfih.",h.g,veg,o,.w,gr,d,s.kn,,w,h,ie,h,,t.o,,ei,Pr,gSC,lptk.,

      e survival of that lcrdship, and refutes in a fine passago I in th
   is own dramatie plea of impotenoe "She and my fatherkhh,ghd..b.egaRegtPgd,tfi.,me,,,a,,n.a,g,}e,fih.e,y..h.ag.m,,a,d.e.iin,gbieiah:.dd

g"t"?g9,}fiath'.OW.,b.'W.Ofid,,FinÅí"he".50gi.P.e.OP}te't.ib,h.atlisdlha.gtgetdh,re

i].lbghl.iM,,9kevU`hXI"fagiffa,'}",d`lh,i.O.O]S.3wtt;ne.ffM..\effAgt.".rtllf3t,

                          . Yet pen wrote it, and paper 9.e,",,tOd.Wdriitte,gU,P.aP,e.ltOAre.CdOr,d.rrowwasturnedto]oybythe

 " lord of language."
 boa`s`t"bOirndeOa`skar"egthaegei'a5agCear.`,?i"eiM.W.a.`,].aS"BdOec9

 fundis," it is the ,aetual writmg-the mastery of prose---that g
                . Except Ruskin m his prime, no mod.ern .M,OiStt,.deAil.g,ht.S,hMi,e.,d through prose the limpid and lyrical

                                             does                                         One                                 NV ilde .                                                  not effeetg that were aehieved by Osear
iiiiflin,i.s,\,tO/,i,Z,/il!b.illg,l/Pl•h,ail'/%ihi'g,i/1(Oi/i,,//Ae,,ii-I,".iSli'i.//UlllliX•idi`/sute,,,l,Xrlid,allk/lknii'Sililifl///illi,e,il"ISIPIgll:e-
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   X", luxurious eomplement of pride. In " De Profundis," for the
     most part, he is frankly proud-proud with the na.t}lral prid.e L
   ,gfda,ve.a."iiS.O,tifihgY,,2i2ct,PWe.d.g.Slj,ei.g".d,a,rgOacrg,nnv,`h,gll,.h.i9,

   / deseended. Nor merely to mankind was he condeseending. i
 iiL,g.e.e.\l2iY,e,d,kh.e,scrwa2`,2i6.i,"iiXiY..g`,S.OP.de,Sige,B,dg',",g.,`g,"g'llP.Se,ilgi'

i;•1-:l1OkRi,8g,4si.,l'#,g,k,,,F`gt,'eg`ie;,l,8,sS:•/,',hr.g,,g,fi,,ees..,tS,meS'G•g,f,"'/i'ch,g,'t.xP:,/la:ir'iil`SsilsSl-tlllilP.k,i

     in the survival of that lordship, and rafutes in a fine passagu 1
-'  his own dramatie p}ea of impotenee. "She and my father li,
--

i•" ff-ha,d bequea,thed to me a name they had made noble and i
'honoured. ...I haC disgraced that namo et-emally. I ha.d
 made ,it a low bvword among low people. I had dragged it
, through the ver- y mire. I had given it to brutes that the.y

"Mlwaioi.Mi\a,.58w`S':h,Xtl,"i:,aS,".ffa.•.\,g.g`agh,l8nO].Sa,ge,a6gkS'R.i:g,u,ff,M,g\,'S//8.3n:,X.n$i`i

 reeorded it, even so. And sorrow was turned to joy by the
 " lord of langua•ge."
 b.,`,`tAlig•r.d.o.`,A?n,gts".gei'aL.,Cg'.`dai",iix.:ih•.a.`,,:•l.as,,f}d'ecLg

 fundis," it is tfie ,aetua} writing-the• mastery of prose.-that
                    Except Ruskin in his prime, no mod.ern .M,OiStt,,deal.g,ht.S,hMi,e.',d through prose the limpid and lyrieal

  effeets that were achieved by Osear Wilde. One does not
ilgin/i.s/1/o,,o,iil,1Åíg,$/Xhgs,i/?lh,a,a`1'/Iih/lg•'{a/liOi,,IrlX`,IIIi"lj`\11',h.//[l'llllkn"/l.',,r,i/l•/Il'ii,,'lid,ajlk,x,ljb`g'kif':.11?lifflj.?i,t/11d$"li'111e-
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 unmarred/by the physieal and mental torments that he had "
 suffered.
    Osear Wilde was imn)utable. The fineness of the book "
 as a personal document is in the revelation of a character so
 strong that no foree of circumstance eould change it, or even al
 modify it. In prison Oscar Wilde was still himself-still
                                              detach- l                              still with the same with the same artistry in words,
 ment from 1ife. We see him here as the spectator ef his ,
               His tragedy was great. It is one of thek own t!agedy.
 tragedies that will 1ive always m romantie history. And l
 the protagonist had an artist's ,ioy in it. Be sure that in fi
tt,Ee:t.18,ipkiaÅí,i,fs`,k,i1.0..gdcigamea/i,eiu,hn'ljs\Coeni//8`"seli.ie;i"e,d'hn,e.gs'f.2.e,d"ih,,fi,l• h

S even while he suffered he vv'as eonsoled bv. the realisation of f
 his sufi'erings alld of the magmtude of his tragedy. Loek- .:. th".
                                                                     --s                       is release, "I hope," he sa: s, "te `n - ""-`-[.l v..iMWeq ing joyously forward t                     oh
 be able to recreate my creative faeulty." It is a grim loss E cts .` m--s' ..
                                         ieh prison-life ,- E ' to our 1iterature that the ereative faculty,                                      wh
 had not yet extinguished in him, did not long survive his .-
 liberation. But, broken as he was thereafter, and powerless, "
                                in him must have had and aimless, the invineible artist
 pleasure m eolltemplation of himself draining the last bitter
 dregs of the cup that Fate had thrust on him. -. aÅ}x
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                             t tt- tt                                                      J                                    't u '-"                        .t t."#" Y{Tt {ff'E"SEr6se' ol " Ititerif'i6n's,'" and' b'f his pTaytspt'i"'xi['a7-'brfmfiig' A"

                                                   d graee.  fairy-stories, was perfect in its lively and unstudie
                   in this last prose of his the old power, all i  Ktnifia`ftrrjeOi"9 Shnedphysieal and mental torments that he had

     Oscar Wilde was immutable. The fineness of the book
  as a personal document is in the revelation of a character so

,' t5ZOd?g",`ts•,a.`ni.`O,r,Cie,.O.`tigC,g,MSiUi9,n•iede,C.O,".i,d,2hifinhgfu`g,'i2!e,V,?•i"i

 with the same artistry in words, still with the same detach-
  ment from life. We see him here as                                       the spectator of                                                        his
  ovin tragedy. His tragedy was great. It is one of the
' tragedies that will live always in romantic histor'y. And ,
 the protagonist had an artist's ,i.oy in it. Be sure that in
; the dock of the Old Bailey, in his eell at Reading, on                                                      " the
  centre platform of Clapham Junetion," where he stood " in t
  convict dress, and handcuffed, for the world to look at,"
  even while he suffered he was consoled by the realisation of
' his sufi'erings and of the magnitude of his tragedy. Look-
/ ing joyously forward to his release, "                                      I hope," he sa: s,                                                       " te
  be able to reereate my creative faculty." It is a grim loss
  to our literature that the ereative fae•ulty, which prison-life
  }i`ibd,,P.eit..Y.etgX.ti,"bg,",iR,h.ed.,i"h,h;allllgtdhibd,,n.Oft,l?n.g.dSU,'6NG'g;i,h,IE'-:

  and aimless, the invineible artist in                                       him must have                                                       had
          in eontemplation of himself draining the.last bitter pleasure
  dregs of the cup that Fate had thrust on him. • .,

                                                            l
            " DeProfttnais. ByOscarWilde. Methuen. 5s.

                                                            t,
                                                              ;
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onths of his confuiement in Reading Gac1. ItM

epOr"rsi oYn,Waen'kd::t[e'tita'6"tbwYQr$ein`PpOrSotgeeOhfeteevwhere;lii"opt,d `"

                                  whichhose who remember tbo pitiful tragedy
ade an end of what might have been a bmltiant
                                      sreer can best appreciate this book.

 It is well named. It is indeed
u
 epths." When the news was bronght
                    dead

east

  1thet his mother was
im. "She and rny father," he
ueathed me a name they
       not merely in literature, art, archeeGlogy, Eonoured,
o(lrilCil9e.nCel'habdUtdiinsgtrhaecesublichistoryof
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   sbumed was undigmfiod; he !evea bo shoe
 pthe Philrstines-.who, after all, cemp
 l he majority              of                 tbe                    imn race.                                      f                                 But,
 pmY own part, remembermg his astonrshin
 }'brilliance, his intellectual mobility, hus com

   iehensive knowledge of all that the grea ecst rnen have said or wntten, like to believ

 $that beneath all his apparent charlatanr
  tsabhere lay a noble mmd, and that this lette
  '  Erepresents hms regl aspirations towards
  rhigher life.              im wsttmg to Mr.                             Ress coneern
 EAng the publication of this document, h
  ggaid . ---e

  x  $'Bu,/L`Xda:lsiMr,gOg".empaI.:."eSs;ii,si."kieW,",ge,".g.Wk,`..h}allis?.3

    there are times when the whole werld seen}
    to me no larger than my cell, aiid as fn
    o{ tÅrerror for me. St]11 I believe that a
    the begmmng Ged made a ss'orld for eac
    ee•,Piai,kte.,M,a.n.,.an,dh.'.tldthsbotlyb,r.ldi,.w.hicho

    course, I need not iemind yeu how fimd
    thing thought us wrth me-"with us all
    and of what an evaneseent substanee ar
    our emotions made Still} rdo see a so
    of possible g                    towards               wi                                  throu                           which,
    art, I inay prngress "

  $hE"fiDllllS,eof".'.631tkg'M,',Y'by.'.`h,e,ngie,a.c,g?p

  "igenuine doeument, an autimtie record of
l,EII/F.11k"':,'ttwh,.:,/g,,,,rt/?i:un",k,r,\i,,t'Ih/t,s,,ivifP.u/hiii./ll•lef,,ll.ii:."d,lii,i,i•/,ile,g,

  gff}ekeqd bobe;eeruei agaivst everyghing'{vith sOM

  g subbomness of will ancl mttch rebeMon o
  Sr.atiih'g•.`.iS•idibh."td.gi,l,soiiiixgk\no{hA:tgl.eg

  "- my name, imy positxonf iny happmess, m
  "ue, freedoin,myweakh•                       I was a pn$oner an
  iiaeftP.aUg?ddenlyBtZtheiykwaedreSt`.:lÅq'en'"Yaw"ateifd'iioe

  X me by the law.                   It was a blow se appallin
g'ti•l'Åé./{e,k/,.,d,sii./k,Loif•';/ag/Åíkf,g/Åéh'/ISi'ilild,./l,'Åío,g/S•//hin.tll,iitii./e',/•Ullil

  k  11.Y/,e..t.'.,d.o,,g.as,t.o,?,ecgRifie.v.etggh.tsn,g•,..S.ind

  3 I have been happier.                         It wag.s                                 of eours
  il}•ieYacShOelll.'"ikSmUiS'nMySgSay"'SsSelnChea3habtee!nhi

  x•;,",e.M.aV'b{"hi..ÅíOzzn.da6'.W.a,'tli.'g.gstt.ll}8."?t

N fi blie soul it TnRkes one simple- as a child,
  g Clmst sscd ene should be." ,
                                be a littlt  e 1ti 'wlll, I have nQ                         doubt,
  tstart1ing, andteven shockmg, to peop
  l/ec•henanrarmO'oMti"dc'krisge.pfut'.darshOWoNnefth

  ipages of this book. Sueh people tnay w
},be,•,1$,,k,eagtg6.aX.nsrh".efg}fiog3"i.ke?ofie",,er,,o

                               Christiani   enough thaV Wilde approache{I
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ssumqd was undignifiod be•loved''bo
 e" Philiskines---who, after all, cem
he majority oÅí.t-he htmn rasee.' But, fa"'

lgii  Y own part, remembering his astenishin
 rMiance, his inteltectual mobility, his com
  rehensive knowledge of all that the gr'ea
gest men have said or written, like to believi

:that beneath al} his apparent charlatanr.
gehere lay a noble mind, and that this lette
i'
h' 2-,Phr:IP,6i"i;fi..hmsim'e.a.iitia.S,P"i.attOISR.t,O,W.a.r.cl.S...

tang the publication of this document•,
S, kijd

      ,,.F.,g,m.o,ne..,oln.iaggf,lv}ess'i,g,,knggrt.h,a.t.Q,

      passmg frem one prison,into another., an ,
      t•}rere are times.when                        t•he whole wqr.ld seen}
      to me no larger than my cell and as fn
                  me. Stiil I'believe that a      of' terror for
      the begmning God made 'a world for eac •
      separat•e map, and m                         that                             world                                    which
      withm us, one shou!d seek to ive. O-,
      course, I need not remind you how flmd
      thing theught us With ipe--with us all '
      and of what an evaneseent. snbstance ar.
      our emot•ions ntade, Stil1 ldo see sor.
      Xk.,PIOS'fid'b.},ep\.g9,".,lll.Wards Which, thrgu .'

                       '  :                           '    • I find no great dificulby, then, in accep
    sutig"De Profundis' as, on the whole, •
     enuine doeument, an anthentie repord of
     rilliant mind broken bs suffertng, snd cha '.
    iened by sueh punishment as ,few' hardene
     rimmals endure "rithout furt•her induration-
       the• 1dwest deiptihs, Oscar Wilde appears
     ave found'the light for whici he had no.'
      okad befoTe.
        "I bore .uP agaivst eve),yghing wit-h sQm
                                    eliion      •subborriness                                 reb                    wM                            mi'ieh                 of                        an'd
      natuve t•ill I had sl}so}utely nbt•hiti,u lei''
      an tlib•world but 6ne 'thinza. '. had og,'
               my positiQn, .my hsppiness) m'      my         namer      frQedom, my wealt)h                         1 was a prisonei an
                        had still mv bhildre      PefitP.aU{l9"rd'denlByUtthey were talÅqe•n swa: fro

                     It 'was a blow se a-ppallin'      me by the l&w.
      that Idid not know what• to do, so I fiun'
      lllil.I8e'.`)dBeT!.;Y,dkg.eiedS•PtentLbbO.Wde,ct,M,Y.h,eh"ii

                      e Lord'                             1• am not xvovt•h'      is as the body of th
      of eitsbor.e .Thak moment seemed to sav'
      me. I saw theri that the only thina fo'
                           evefr.vthing. Sin      me to do was to aceept
      then-"eurious as it wi!1' no deubt sound
      l have been happier. It was,'oÅí eours
      {.ll.Y.,ShO.IEI.'Pit,S."l8i.'M,"t.e.ye,SSeinehe.ghttt.,.!.ia.

      ,enem.v, bnt I found•`i wait•ing for me as '
       nend. When Qne comes in cpntaet• wit''
  • tilie soul it ma•kes'one simple--fas a ehild a'
      ourist said bne'should be• . , '
    • lb"wlll, !•• have nQ. doubt, be alitth'
    /.st•artling, and'even-' locking, to peop,
    ef Narromt minds, to iind how' efte
    "the namb•• ef Christ, appears on
    ,,pages of this book Such people may we
     be asked what naine should be oftener '
    tlie lipg,es a man who felli se lerv? k is trif

    • tha.b' Wmae 'a                                 Chriwhn'i
l,:•//1:i'  ' - '     • , . A,- • 'v' :1 ,=• "t''' .1.;' ,',: ••.- 1
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PIato er Christ hss said that could nct

Sransterred immodiately mto the sphere

rvArt, and the!e find its eomplete fulfilment.
IPerhapg, bm the 1ast analysis, we may fi
thst the beauby of holmess afid the holine
of beauty are not two things, but one Ce
tainly a man of so peeu!iar a temperame
as Wilde's could have approached the mmo
shnne by no other way. He is her

,naturally, at ne pains to coneeal his rejeetio
FQf the religiDn of the phrase-makers; h'
rattitude towgrds the genesms of Chri$tiam
,resembles that of rcmersen more elosely t
ssny other. He sees in Christ humamty pr.
ifectod upwardks bo divmity, rather than th
ldivineobfeught down bo the human. T
first supreme indiVidualist---so Christ
Aescribed by him; for "he saw that love w
the first secret of the world fer which thX,
wise men had beÅín loeking, and thgt it rvag.
Qnly through love that one could approaelfii

gedetg}'thx,h.e.arv,Xfi.t,h.e.'?gier.,O,r,kh2,f:e3.0,ÅíS/

lr.nhteis,ggL)ll"oo`trn.se,llei.U.g:anro..W.a.S..n.Ot.,lilj,i{iiter.e•ed..ehfem..l.

the sake of the epemy, but for one'g own saktek"j'
 that he says so, and becpuse love ms mare3
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lbsautiful than habe. In his own entreatf
to the young man, `Sell aU that tbou hsst3.
and give to khe pm,' ik is pQt of the state of-
khe•poer that he rk thinkmg, but of the soul
gl.t.h,,e.,yo,,ungre1:}ag;,fit,he..so.,u,iih,,a,t..wegi.,.,h,,wff

gvas, tQ enrich one's fttoulties ef leve anee.
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ewbieh has beqn sQ commenly distorted to,
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kentry mto seme materia! heaven. Later Ms
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 ranaferred immodiateli mto the sphere Q'i i't.,r'• - '
                                            effArt and tihere find it•s complete fulfilment.. (-tt:•:';',Z .u l' '• .

Merhaps, m the limst analysis, we msy fines
thst the beauby of holiness and the holinewt
lof beauty are not two things, but one. Cer
11t.•kin.'Z•,,a.,M&l".,O,f,S.e..Pee.,",';a.'..a,.t,eles.eRa.m.e.ktilj

Eshnne by.no bther way. He ls herg:'
ptaturstly, at mo pains to•eonces} his rQjeetio
tof the •religabn of the phra$e-makers h
{kattitude towpttls the.genesis of Christianit
,•resemb16s t•hat of Emerson mere closely tha '
         . He sees in Chrigt humanity prt, any other
'-feetod upwards be divinity, rather than bh'

divine bieught down to the human. {lh
  rst supreme indiVidualist---se Chrisb
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  been agkcsd, would have satd--I feel guit.
                            ntoment                       the  certatn about it-4t•hat
  p.r.',dgg,ai.ag:.{•e.iEo.n.,h,i.s,k,nie,"g"Sbn,2,.86Ptwithi

                           ana hungenn  harlots his swine-herding
  for the husKs they ate beaut•ifu} and hol
  moulded }n hts lit'e It is d.ifieult for mos i
  {l9.2Ptgxe.grtoaspP,,,`.h.etsekhd.},td.a.rde?•ta:yon

                   while going to prison.  so it may be worth

  Of the causes wh!ch le(l to Oscar Wilde .
dewnf&1} I do not prpPose to write at lengt .
It is enouiab to 'note that he rnakes fran,
confegsion bf the seMshness and the pe
versity of his early years; the rest ma

,'surely be buried with hiTn---at least by the
'
whe profess the ereed towards which in hh'
:i isery and degradatien'he seems to have be
tending. No etherS, it seems-to me, ha•
•khe right to sit in•judgnent on their fellow '

!The metives that led a man into even
/pa.Qst sqnalid sin are too involved with, t.
thread of hurnan destiny-threads that ma ..

' as ! like to believe, "lead through darkn
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up to Ged"--te be disentangled by
finite intelligenoe. This, at least,
•me that Oscar W lde, tbe mogb bri

,•
gifbed man of his +goneration, haVing
                                 feund,into uthar darkness and disgrsee,
:that lo"rest pit sQme plaoe for
and formed fQr his future the desire of

  .f•ty ak}hievement and abonement.
  Preme tragedy of his
  .side in the faet thst so lithle spacee
   otted him for• tbe fulfilment Qf his
   sign. ! well rernember'•Beemg him
                     is' death, when   ris not long before h
    a wteck of his old brilliant self,
   a(lows Qf tbe ,dark valley were
 ''bout his feet. BiSt-which 'Qf ns shall
  ' say that•lthe aeeempli'shment ot his
  d possibilitieg was u!timately d•enied
  eferred frbm this !ife tQ spm•'e other
  ecan scarcelv. gue'ss,? O'ne dominapt.
  ression remains•w,ibh me after reqding

   'gnauti "nd, m Many,. w•eys,•
   autiful book that• he who has. to alim.
   eep hill of repent,a,nce may reaeh the
  'th gtronger museles and c
  e who, through lack of imagination
          has• kept tQ Vbe lpwer '}evel
  Ls,eUiEeagaen' d duuy aecriuieseent virtue. It

  ot, surely, in irony that qhrisb said

                         but  'ot.bo eat1 the r;'ghteous,                            ,atnners,
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