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 soul ofone who suffered at the hands of the
 law for' fearfu1 vices is laid bare. This "De
 Profundis" is the wail ofa soul in.prison. It
 is the awakening ofa man to the sense of hisI
 sin and shame. All the horror of a wasted
ilife is there;s famous name disgraeed, a
 future mortgaged. But the saddest thing of
 al1 is that this man, awakened to the terrible
 nakedness and pollution of his own soul, has
 no Gospel that he c-a•n receive. Morality and
 religion have no message ferhim. Howmany
 more souls are there like his, all hidden from
 the world, yet tormented in seeret! T-he
 effect of such a tragic reyelation as this should
 be to quicken Christian sympathy and earnest-
 ness. The men who in their moments of
 pride repudiate the Gospel, eome to a terrible i
.hunge.rr for it later, when thgy.t,g d-rNily-en. toi

bhe swine, lt is not in publie gatheringg that
such men wi11. bq helped ; they never frequent
                                  helpedthem. They mmstbe sought out and
individually.
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   Fsin and shame. All the horror of a wasted
    life is there;a farnoug name disgraeed, a
    future mortgaged. Bnt the saddest thing oS.
    al1 is that this man, awakened to the terrible
    nakedness and pollution of his own soul, has,
   mo Gogpel that he ean receive. Morality an
   Ii religion haye no message for him.                                  How many
   !; more souls are there like his, all hidden from

   ,.the world, yet tormented in seeret! T•he
   f/r effect of such a tragic reyelation as th• is shonld

   ;; be to quicken Christian sympathy and earnest-
   liness. The men whe in their moments                                         of
   l't' pride repudiate the Gospel, eome to a torrible
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    1}Ells iis an

   confession, more
   trast it offers

  for the situation
  which it was
  It adds amother

  it ts one bf the
  .world, We are
  spectacle of

ge':t,nfiop.ga.n,g,,

  itself, and
  passages of
  Qf unavailing
    Oscar Wilde,
  luxumous
   wit whose

  club awriter
  aistinction as to
  dan, a brilliant
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DE PROFUNDES."

             amazing book viewed
                amazmg
               tio all
 written previously, most

                 and
             conceived
               and a thrilling, ehapte
 to the tragedies'of !iterature

                saddest
                 confronted
            genius prostituted
            debasing p.easures,
              turnmcr
          peurmg out
           exquisite prose,
             remorse.
               the darling
          drawing-room,
            sa11ies stiirred
'Iaughber, his hpigrams repeated in ever

             of social comodies of sueh
                be ncimed with Sheridj
 doxiealandbizaereeea,YigtbovheOWaenVeranPaurnitfe

 apo!ogetic egoisV--`this was the man whQi
 fell under tihe most ignominious coi"i
'" le.M?•.eqttg?g..Cni.d.Wffa8.g.ooMinodtleeiPAaya-,

)t;on, solitude, and debasement of a con
 victs' prison. What wonder that afbe
 two years' expenence of sueh a fate'
 there came forth out of tbe flQPtijE .OShie
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its 1ife-b!ood m"
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             .g
    of many a.
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- Iedge and unavailing sorrowP Yet•sqe
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es.se mveEerate histhabSt of'seeing all conNi
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' with eurrent opiniens and with senb/rigr
 , ents on the gravesb Qf subjects, fhaj
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          DE PROFUNDIS.e

     1!ms is an amazmg book viewed
  -confessien, more amazing for the
   trast it offers to all its author

                               .

                                x

                               as as
                               con.2
                               hara
 written previously most amazmg of a!1
Sor the situation and atmospliere m
whic    h it was conceived and eomposed.
It adds amother and a thrilling ehaptera

- to the tragedies of iiterature, for sure!yS
it ts one bf the saddest books m theg
Mrorld. We are confronted with the
spectacle of genius prostituted to ignc-,
mmious and debasing p.easures wrung

twith     anguish, turning its sting agamst
3tmelf and pourmg out ts 1ife-b!ood in
passages of exquisite prose, but withal'

.of unavailmg remorse.
  Oscar Wilde, the daJ'Iing of many
auxurious drawing-room, the brilliant

 rnt whose sa!lies stiirred ripples of
laughter, his bpigrams repeated in every

" club, a wr}ter of social eemodies of such
distinetion as to be ncimed with Sheri-,
dan, a rilliant essayist, however para-
doxieal and bizarre, above all an un-
apologetic egoisV"this was the man who
fell under the most gnominious coib
h:•,M",.eq,tg9g.'.gr.d.Wffa8.g.ooM,.ed,ll9.ei7.l'a..te.

tion, solitude,            and debasement of a con-{
victs prison. What wonder that after3
two years experience of guch a fate3
there came forth out of the depths of his

 oul the ery of ancruished self-kno
 dge and unavailing sorrowP 1.ilet•
 rong xs.the native errotism of the ma
  mveterate his habit of seeing aH oo
  ntiQns upside down, so natural is
   him to pose in unexpected startlin
 ttitudes when brought face to fao
 ith eurrent opiniens and with sent'
 ents on the gravest of subjeebs, thev
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    Truth was, perhaps, the last thin
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 ten m order to be sehsationa!. lt
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%•• he gP6dtiacle he puresented to those w•hEo:"ex

tcame intQ oontaet with him after his
-

 re!eage, when living in poverty at Paris
 the Ioss ef power, the hopeless incom-
 petenee of all his attempts to reknot
 the. broken threads of his literary work,
 and the abject squalor into which her.
Iliwgtlllsidt.Yhs.S:s"w,kain-gs:o./..thi"ti,s",g.e.?.,fuOS.ua?gtid'`,

` his genius behind him as a memory bo

 haunt his eell. t   He tells us thaJL his s6rrow"had give'tr

.

,' birth to humility. He had discovered •
 .it hidden away in his nature, like a
 treasure in a field, and he propmi te I
                                      , ta•ke this with him in the future, ana=
                                   .s explore the werld of gorrow. .
: "[[1tere are times when sorrow seems ta
 !ne to be the only truth. Other things may,
 be the iRusions of the eye or of the appe.
 Site, made to blind the ,one and cloy the
 Åéther, but out of secrecy have the worlds-
' been built, and at the birth of a child or a

ystar theTe is pain." 4k.
   There is even a dee'per note in another

 passage. Wilde would write NaturG
 where another man would write God,
 but we ean never believe that.the man
 .whe eould pen the followifig paragraph

Sunday

:inad net descried seme gle&m of the
•
Light that was never on land op sea. '

/-  "Society, as ivvLe have censtipated it, will'
 have no place for me, has none to offer;N
 but Nature, whose sweeti raim; fal! on jushi
 •ana unjust alike, will heve elefts in thel'

 roeks where I may hide, and secpot valleys
 in whose silenoe ! may weep undisturbed.-
iShe will hang the nighb with starg, fio tbot

 I may walk abroSLd in the darkuess without ,
' stumb!ing, and .send .tike wind eVer my foQt- .l

 prinbs, se that none pay,track me to 'my!
 hurt; she wil1 cleanseime in greati waters,.
 and with bitter herbs malrd-"' "ine whole."

   Some of his prison li'ours.'were puhik)(l

 away in reading "the `four prbse
 poems," as he oalls'-ehe Gospels,.
 in 'the original' Greek, Eund the;
 ,result ofihthe studY is a singu!a'r pre-
 Lsentation 6f "Jthe'G"lilean .ppagant asi
fthe PtGcursor of the RGmantics "---an.

 titdst, whose life was a pe.em,' wbos6Y
 iustiee was a poetic jgptige, .fiopdiag the"

f,.beggar Lanarus.to Hoaven eo compens,
                                  whoEs.ate him far his sufferings, and
ttwaged mrar, like all ehildren of light have

 to do in a!1 ages, with the.Philistihes. We 'u
 ri hall attempt no' eribicism of thig'eer-
 tainl,y unique view of the Christ, seen
                                  th63                        glasses -Qf t•hrougU the egotistiea1
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 ' me intQ oontact with him after his
                                    ' releage, when living m poverty at• Paris .
 he loss of power, the hopeless ineom-
   tenoe of all his attempts to reknot
the. broken threads of his literary work, -
iand the abjeet squalor into which hegl
'?apidly sank show that De Prof"undis.
"was the swan-song of his genius, and.
ithat when he eame out of gaol he ieft
' his genius bohind iun as a memory bo
I-laaunt his cell.

  He bells us that his sorrowShad given
  irth to humility He had discov-eredl
 t hidden away m his nature, like al
         in a field, and he propoEnd toi treasure
Itake this with him m the future, and i

 xplore the werld of sorrow. i
  "There are times when sorrow seems to.
   to be the only truth. Other tlrings may.
   the nusioms of the eye or of the appe-1
 ite, made to blmd the one and cloy the
 .ther, but out of secrecy have the worlds.
been built, and at the birth of a child or ai

                                    ' tar there ts pam.
   There is even a deeper nobe in another
ipassage. Wilde would write NaturG'::
iv.vhere another man would write Godj-
i' ut we ean never believe that the manG
                                    t. who eould pen the following paragraph
  ad not descriod some gleam of thef
 Light that was never on land or sea.
 ' Society, as we have constituted it wt11'
 .have no place for me has none to 'offer"S/
:l,:a"N.a.],r:'.W,ihkZS,eavreki;a,i'nS,i22Y,O,".j,"hSg'1•

ETocks where I may hide, and secret valleys.•
orim whose silenee I may weep undisturbed. i
••

.IShe will hang the nighb with stars so that '
:1 may walk abroad in the darkness withouta
Y.stumbling, and send the wind over my foot-g
l,'prinbs, so that none mny track me to my' g
,Jhurt; she wil1 cleanse"Ptne in greati watersii,".

iand with bitter herbs make ine whole." i,
ll..7g,me,.of/-`g.pE.Asgn,lj,o,".gs'l,rf,eE,eyvS.il;,;t,'l

 l.poems," as he .calls'•bhe Gospels,,.
i,te.s.si,h,2.x)tg•ieiE,,,2nt,itg'y.//ir,ee,kk.gin&illl•g•s.etR.e,9.li.

 the Precursor of the Romantics "--ans
 -artmst whose life was a po,em, whosept
 .'3'ustice was a poetic ]ustice sending the.

 beggar Lazarus te Heaven to compen-k,,
 (•sate him for his sufferincrs and                                who{

i:ygg,e.9•.yhanc,iEg,a.'1•,c,htsdg.e.n,&•f•g,ig•.h.t,hfeti'gk/•,

 lishall attempt no criticusm of this'cer-ej•

 'tainly unique view of the Ohrist, soen•
 l,'through the egotistical glasses -of th
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      `fOgT Oki TKM DEEPS.
                 w  At !oa{; intervats in the histK)ry of litExraturQ Ei
;beek mpars so unlqve in iteelf and in itts esuthop

 ship and circumstanoL"s da5 one feels insS-i cr
 nively imt 'it belDngs to bbe permanent t•hingsi'S
 The cherus of efeit•ical asimishment and-perplexity.'

 ovex"`Be Profunais" {Lond(m: Met)h.uen ank
.Cd,efianha,9.,is,t,-drfe.al,K,.e"."'ge,tLhhn.itt.he,.IXIYblj,•'

 lialty. k eainnot, indeed, 'irom t•liLe very nat•me,
    , ever become a popaLait bocik,                               atMl                                   i•t/k5, of it
really not• dmirable Sdat it sliDuld. Sueh a mork

                           un dei' steed                                     by {it is qui•te short•) ean only be
                      latters The "man iN.axpetts in psyebo1ngy and
                        in bopeless mental          wou!d put ib asidetbe    street"
oonfusion. It was writter•i iby esear Wilde in

 {prison, and 1dr. BQbert Iibss, wtbe cont•ribetes a
                                tlxroee het preface, eeys it wais ,tibe }ast ,vptork in
 ever wrote• Tbe fatnoirs "Belllad of Reading Gtaopt
. -"iovas oomposed after he ragained his liiberty. "'
  "l           defend my conduou,'t      den't                              says Oseai
 Wstde ; "l"explain it.r'                    He dDes nct even explaiA
 it e"tirely; it may                be that bo really enly .urtde"
 fftoed himself wJim it was too iate fec him tti
 speak. Ithere is nathing ln the book .ebeut thei
 infinitely pa•t•hetic edosing smae in the titdie.reora

Sn.'dPgibMt'S,'.i,ffh't}afi.`.ermis2ilS,SStoOesi,•.Skthnei,VV"..:e.',.l"Y•i

 will have tc be toldl. ER4iljgion.daee net                                    be!•R
hMie."' i.OsotEth6r,W,illdnie.CgeS.i\,Pl3g,glgalhig".k.ik.tt2h,ee

 wim 'he yielded ebedience to tlre Cbuint)lie faiwh
 It was his only refuge when elt rshB werkt nd
iforseksn him. No -focndsed religioms systera

 pauld have known vvhA•t bo Åqib with su(ih a n)a-m
 it was 1aft fQr SiEseers ef Mefey to mabrister to.tha

•oasir,t trgt,,athgh,,e,,ka,stii.aeid,esgpikec#-igi.,doaedb:fu.s'{i.is

1in,r,nsohgev
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 1imity of seui vheme is nb 6(ntiFstgion.                                   rrigh {•
 Vhpaghts uudi high dnetiqms pm by bheir very"
                 Hff         iselated;"                    bo'ntrgdicts exlstenee                              this                                   later
 wim he sayB:              "By being                      brougii•t intQ Cniris6'th
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NEW BOOI{S k NEvV E~T.TIONS 
t 

"OUT O~' TU~ DEEPS." 
At long interva.ls in the history of literatnre. a. 

book appears so uniqu in itaelf and in its author­
ship and eircums~(tnves tJ:tat ODe f~els insti:nc-
tively tJw,t it belongs to t.he permanent things. 
The chor'!ls of critical astonishment and perplexity 
over "'De Profundis" (L-ondon: Methu(;ll a.nd 
c.omp:inYl) ~ perf~ctly nt1.tural, but the book. 
would have li,-cd without any such ai<t to puiJ­
liciLy. It c;!.Ul1ot, inde~,l, irom th~ v€ry n~t.u:e 
of it, ever become Po popular ,booIk, and It 18 
fe'illly not desirable tha·t it should!. Such a work 
(it is quite dlOrt.) can only be undelstood by 
expctts inp~ychology and letters. The ·'ma.n in 
thoe street" would put it asidoe in hopeless ment.al 
confusion. It was written by Osc<a.r Wild\} in 
prison, and Mr. Robert Ross, who contributes 80 
preface, says it was ,t.he last .rork in prose he 
ever wrc.te- The famows "Ballad of Reading Gaol" 
was compos3d after he regained his liherty. 

"1 don't defend my oonduct-," sass Osoo.r 
Wilde; "r explain it .. " He does not even explain 
it entirely j it may be that he reaUy only under­
stood 'himself whoen it was too late for him to 
speak. '1 here is nothing in the book n-hout the 
infinitely pathetic closing scene in the little room 
in Paris. That terrible story is known to a few, 
and. it m.ight ha.~ been toM in this volume; it. 
will have to be toldl. "Religion does not help 
me," Oscar Wilde cried in pri60n, but it. did help' 
him in the Sotill more awful deoort4on at t-he end, 
when he yielded obedience t<> the Catholic faith. 
It was hIS only refuge when aU the worKl had 
fOfS'Jken him. No 10ca1is~d religious system 
could han~ known whl1t to do with such. a DlaD: 
it was left for Sisters of Moercy to minister to the 
outcast at the last, and pre~e him for buria.!. 
'I1here is not.hing in all hi~ tHe so w.on~rful as 
ilia! ; it is the oontinua.nce oi the miraculous 
st<>ry of the divine touch upon the leper. 

"De Profnndis" makes stl\lnge a.nd painful read ... 
ing. Someti'rl1CB i,t is vividly true: "People 
whooe desire is solely for l:/elf-realisation never 
know where they are going; ,. "My ~uin. came no~ 
from too much individnalism of life, but from 
too litt.Ie;" "I forgot. that' every little action of 
the comIilon day mo..lr&s or unmakes character." 

'Sometimes he is both true and false. "In sub­
limity (If soul there is no contagion. Hig;h 
thoughts and high emot.ions are by their very 
exist-enco isolated." He oontradicl-s this later 
when he S~~yB: "By being brought into Christ's 
presence onc becomes something." 

Oscar Wilde was a. living paradox; he admired 
simp1icit.y, but shunned it m his own life; he had 
an Intense perception of beauty ~.nd h.e did incon.. 
ceiva.bly u~ly things; 'he paid noble tribuw to 
mOMlity and scoffed at it in IUs life; he W~'1,s a. 
man of genius, and prostitut.ed his hrilliant gift-s. 
It was impossiLle for ordinary people to compre­
hend so -exceptional, so hechc, so '-paradoxical a. 
nature, and when the conventional fottetl got 
their ch'liIlce he was of course broken like a hu tter· 
fly on the wheel. He h.'1d to pay the price to th.e 
uvtermpst.; no touch of public infamy was 
spared him:-

Dail y Ne1J ' o,;) 
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,daken out of the huspi`tal .w. efr-(t
-Mtoment's motice boing given to me.
, pessible ebjects I weG tine most grotespclube.
h peoplie saw rr}e tliey laugthed. 1wii tra•in &s E
1 calpe•u•p -stwtelled the a"dimee. NQthin6c co
ii"exoeed tkteir amiisBthent. That was, af
,,ibefere tiney knevv who I wws. As soon as
', inad beten in•fermed •they 1&ugim still
'• ha,ltf-an-hour I stoodi tihethe in
:i rain, suffvawnded by a jeeffiag meb.
  is is a d,readfu
l.hands in the blood of sos!pegouts.
. son dress are freguently seen a•t the

 entral ,gtation wa•iting for trains to
 rely it ec,cmot be gtherwice t•ha•n n• '
"rba' rous sight Srom which eyery rig
 rson must turn tlw&y in prey and' indi ''
                        Prof                            undis"i,:-TherG are things in "Pe
 r ke
'' -ally -pit,iful. The tboo'k oontains a Summary
  rd's Passien, tlie a
  which can scarce
 'o'us litera•"uTe :" .

..i pthe little $upper wi- th rris companions,

.I'XIillg8uMisili(ltfl•necgeaqdiMY'stsoll'isollFRitEgerd&;t'he

 -Åíriend ooming olose to HiM wiitih u ki•ss;
i/,fti•end who still bel•ieved in !liim, and on
;, as oii a roek, Hb had hoped bo build a
;- of 'nfuge for Man, d'enybng Him as
.!to tlr.e dawn; ]Iis vwn utyter
I;-eusbmi•sS3ion,' 'His &ccoptan6b• of. evwtpthing;

 erthodoxy ve'nd•ing his mime!bt i•n wTath,
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  eaders of THE BstlTIsE WEEKLY care t9*
  ead it. Last Thursday I started at twelve
  "alock in a bieak and bitter day for Surrey.
 "'E.idov:.,Sur:cy.S.O,,Webili.h.a.kl'nS?i,,We9thereh:
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 gthat he was            , one would not by this time be interested either in his personality
                                                  attitudes and uttered " or his prose. No doubt he assumed many Whistlerian
  many phrases that might have bloomed in that garden of beautiful words
  which was cultivated by VValter Pater. He had, as he himselt saw, the
              that absorbs: be compared himselt in a perfegt. sonnet to  temperament
  a lute upon which all the winds could play. Still, the .sensitive instru-
  ment that was capable of the strange ultnnate music was himself
  No mere plagiarist could have written Lady PVmderinere's Ean or the
                      or A BaZZad of Readm.g Gaol, any more than a  sonnet called Hglas!
  Pia\i.a,r,',Sg.C,O."itzz'taKehC.?'".P,,?iSe.d.t.h,eeMt"hSeiCwOofrrdhemAoireeSS't`kha'nanyth{ngeisein

     Piohindrs is the proof it affords of the reality of Wilde's self-consciousness
                                                   was audacious                                                                wlth                                              ,and              That he often attitudin;sed for effect
              mere sake ofaudacity, cannot be denied. This, however, was
       the comic s!de, the masked face, of one wlio loved strange and
     .,,.,IIj.it"go?lgV"liia,glgh,lj.'t],dS'.Oall8w.ao,"ed,t.obe,plr/iiX,:'sd.t,i,nfi,iZ"tP"li,ii."id,fihei:a.sO:Wfi:a.M,;•IS/r`:':,

       a position in their own !ifetime, and have it so acknowledged"

       to the passion of his age and its weariness ot passion Mine were to
                      tnore permanent, ot more vital issue, oflarger scope."

       impressive variations-upon that theme. There are vanations m ever.y
                        of self-eulogy, of hyster;cal iepentance, of the heroic
                                                                bookr unconquerable paganism that regrets nothing. This isa sacred
i read who have cast aside prejudice                                                     because they, too,
     ' . It is the testanient of a rebellious angel who
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ss OST people,'` declares Oscar Wilde in De Profundis, the final
  proseexpression of his attitude to lite, `Sare other people."
  This is oneof those paradoxes ot' which he was so fond-para-'
  doxes full of a terrible wisdoni. In the sphere of writing or
  of painting, as in the sphere of living itself, we are for the
                                  ape '.' in a degree which                          sedulous
                                  er. IfWildehimselfhad
             echo of Whistler and Pater, as so many declare
       ld not by this time be interested either in hls personality
  No doubt he assumed many Whistlerian attitudes and uttered
                                                words            ave bloomed in that garden of beautiful
cultivated by VValter Pater. He had, as he himself saw, the
  that absorbs: be compared himself in a perfegt. son.net to

was capable of the strange ultimate music was himself.
        could have written La(ILJt PVindermere's 'Fan or                                                   the
  Hg!as! or A Ballad of Readin.g Gaol, any more than a
            c sed 'the music of The AIessiah,
          will amaze the world more than aRything else in
                  s of the realitv of Wilde's self-consclousness
  That he often attitudin;sed foreffect, and was audacious with

  ' side, the masked face, of one who loved strange and
        all his soul, and believed firmly in his own mission
 'of lovtjliness and a woe to Philistinism in life as in art.                                                   "I
           "whostood in symbollc relations to the art and
       I had realised this tbr myself at the very dawn of my
••iia 9•,fo[fie.d,,m.y..agfi•,.t,?•.f.e,aiige.,it,a.fte.rw,?rd,S.'.X?.w."}i,2n,,i83!g•

  writes further, "was a synibolic figure, but h;s relations
passionof za,6b},ag,e.,eq.d.etfi,'yvg?.r.'i:'.e,Si.O,l'.?1.gg.tOg,]'.,e.`jge,V,"'g.rS,l9,

 part ot' De 1'rqfundis consists ofvariations-very perso.nal and
                           . There are variations in every
           of self-eulogy, of hysterical repentance, of the heroic

        ' en. It is the testament of a rebellious angel who
      ugly things, and the ordinary thingsj and the lawful t!iings

   ring it down among men, and how, Prometheus Iike, hesuffered,
                              The world must remember the fferings all else "'ill be forgotten.

i

     most part inclined to play the part of " the
     would have made even Stevenson in his boyhood shudd r•
     been nothing more than an ]
k"•t  -many phrases that mighth i •4 `- -gL•                                                                        ; ,/-' /• -- - .. ;Ll' r2.k ':Cl ,if
                                                                        pv.-1 .. ., :fl.... ,. "t "-lt,i/i...i,.•t.etll.tpte.ra.mpeo;nit i..' I'-1.I-i-•-{l•,LiiiN.ii-.,•tll'lll.':/,////-;'7;ii,

[, .-i nie nt th at .-.-' ..' ,. tJ -:. .:n 'r •c -.' . I'a No nlere plagiarist ,'i:1':Ei':i .r-.-I;li5:i'!.-J'i"Y•
    'sonnet called .- Lt,j.:'1.3t"" ...
- ' plagiarist could have comp

        Iam sure that what )'• --•    L De Ptqlundals is the proofit afford                                                                                    - itNN
   iaw".d,de,gOfgS,Mti;..,,.,.k l .xttii-t"'.' i'•"'if'
                                                                        ti/: :.., 1;//ier. "pt: '-.:     only the comic

     beautiful tliings vtrith t
,:.y wasamanitV he declares, ii'- i,lg!:..u,lg.o,f,lfi,age' g
   i     •`f Byron," he
   .Lr''

   e

    lvery impressive variat;ons--upon that theme. " k,-• .,•. =-l '-
   .inl'il,l:d?/..,/,,f;.S:,,,i6'.",zb,Z,i?e.i5:i,nt' li..L ,.tt.-I,,/E'':•..

     hav6 had their hearts brok
   E'i.!/frild/ili/l/gWauii/il',ihit,.thpe.g,,h.......,pi,.dtosteaifromthe :i '"V'''

-

 "f ,man in the licrht of his adoration of Christ-Christ whonib : •
                                                                       '                                    '(/i,l'IaipCs:.le",i•8/:'1),/:a,wle'i,"iihll.i'i'SoCa.,Ii,'//..ii.Bfrie'i,i/?,'i,/,ilki,tX/•/ll$./Sr'n"glS"/\,il{l9a/X'lg/x.1}/?li'1.ii&'/\•/A/:ltxlbLaE',l'ili{'l,:iii

               .'v.rg.," '.' ':J •..:.'.;,. --'.+":" :4'i.ttT, ,...;.;; '...pt':.S.="L ., g';#tE '''L-: ';t' . ,.. •" '" . .• :',v
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     De Profundis. . . Out of the depths'haveI called
   unto Thee. That has been the bitter experience of an
   unnumbered host of human beings, since man was man
   and sin was sin. All sve, like sheep, have gone astray.
   We all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.
   But this book,ee this pitiful echo of a shameful story2 was
   bound, in whatever spirit it was written, to express with
   extraordinary force the universal cry of erring humanity.
   The marvel is that it was written. Exoept to those
   who knew of its existence it comes with the para]ysing
 ' shock of the utterly unexpecbed. If ever a man, gifted
   with a voice of pre-eminently distinguished beauty of ex-
   pression, as well 'as of surpassing cleverness, had passed
   before his death into the outer darkness of dumb oblivion. ,
   that man was the brilliant thinker and writer whose name '
   with a swift and horrible suddenness became a byword of
   reproach, whose brilliant career was terminated as
   suddenly as though by the hangman's rope when he passed ,
   within the gateway of Reading Gaol. And yet, h•ere is
   this book, this living, breathing, speaking human docu-
   ment, which, whether or no it is destined• to live on through
   the ages, possesses for us who read it to-day, who call
   to mind the squalid tragedy of which it is the outcome, a
   far more striking reality than any mere Iiterary creation.
   however distinguished, could possibly convey.
     It is the snare of all inethcient prison chaplains, and the
   despair of those who are wise and earnest about theirp
  work, that it is ever the hardiest villains that make the most
   ardent protestations of gratitude for their ministry. Ahd l,
  at first sight it might be possible to suspect "De Pro-
  fundis" of being simply a phenomenally successful
"  example of this kind of imposture. Or, again, and for this
  it would be easy to argue Nvith a much greater show of
  justification, the book might be looked upon as a purely
  artistic creation-the work of a man who, after the im-
  mediate results of the shock of his disgrace and punish-
  ment had subsided, instinctively asked himself in what
  way•, as an artist, he could rnQst fitly and beautifully be-
  have himself towards the position to which he'was
  inevitably committ)ed. The first of these possibilities is
  completely dispe11ed by the tone of the whole book. The
  second is more probable. At all events, if he had asked
  himself that question, he could hardly have happened
  upon a more satisfying and complete answer. His book
  is not only the work of a master-artist : the sadness of it,
  the beauty of it, the conceit of self-abasement of it, the
  extraordinarily. deft workmanship of it make it exactly
  what it ought to have been from an anistic point of view,
  under the alto ether culiar circumstances.
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     De Profundis. . . Out of the depths'haveI called
   unto Thee. That has been the bitter experience of an
   unnumbered host of human beings, since man was man
   and sin was sin. All "'•e, like sheep, have gone astray.
   We all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.
   But this book,ce this pitiful echo of a shameful story2 was
   bound, in whatever spirit it was written, to express with
   extraordinary force the universal cry of erring humanity.
   The marvel is that it was wribten. Exoept to those
   who knew of its existence it comes with the paralysing
 ' shock of the utterly unexpected. If ever a man, gifted
   with a voice of pre-eminently distinguished beauty of ex-
   pression, as well 'as of surpassing cleverness, had passed
   before his death into the outer darkness of dumb oblivion.
   that man was the brilliant thinker and writer whose name
   with a swift and horrible suddenness became a byword of
   reproach, whose brilliant career was terminated as
   suddenly as though bythe hangman's rope when he passed ,
   within the gateway of Reading Gaol. And yet, h+ere is
   this boek, this living, breathing, speaking human docu-
  ment, which, whether or no it is destined• to live on through
  the ages, possesses for us who read it to-day, who call
   to mind the squalid tragedy of which it is the outcome, u
  far more striking reality than any mere Iiterary creation.
  however distinguished, could possibly convey.
    It is the snare of all inethcient prison chaplains, and the
  despair of those who are wise and earnest about theirl
  work, that it isever the hardiest villains that make the most
                                                     +  ardent protestations of gratitude for their ministry. And i
  at first sight it might be possible to suspect "De Pro-
  fundis" of being simply a phenomenally successful
g example of this kind of imposture. Or, again, and for this
  it would be easy to argue with a much greater shDw of

' justification, the book might be looked upon as a purely
  artistic creation-the work of a man who, after the im-
  mediate results of the shock of his disgrace and punish-
  ment had subsided, instinctively asked himself in what
  way•, as an artist, he could most fitly and beautifully be-
  have himself towards the position to which he'was
  inevitably commitbed. The first of these possibilities is
  completely dispe11ed by the tone of the whole book. The
  second is more probable. At all events, if he had asked
  himself that question, he could hardly have happened
  upon a more satisfying and complete answer. His book
  is not only the work of a master-artist : the sadness of it.
  the beauty of it, the conceit of self-abasement of it, the
  extraordinarily. deft workmanship of it make it exactly
  what it ought to have been from an anistic point of view,
  under the altocrether culiar circumstanoes.
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f But, allowing that this to some extent may have been
  the case,           admitting                     that his subconscious self may tm-
  consciously have been actuated by some such motives,
  there is in almost every page of the book a realitv and
  genuineness of feeling which completely, outweighs and
  redeems any pose that it may contain. As certainlv as it
  is the creation of an artist, it is the outpouring of a man
  w• ho has suffered as intenselv as man can. And with
 what result?

 e,x.pili.aS/,aZtPI'],int,O,ogMet.hjeP,ae,lx.grOioeii.fnfia:M'2a.lilo".uS..nigSgtiteg9."ff,ieYr.i,nP,&.S,SthgiS,

 Rlanation. Iam convinced that there is no other, and that
 :.,fthh.e,wbo.r.i.dbh.afiinbdyee,dh,.`ihs.i.dh,av.efsiti.dd,bbe,e.n.Rt/i'il..of.gor.r,ohw.'i

 way could           the               soul                   of man, for whom the world was made
 ieach the full stature of its perfection. I

   And again :-
   Most people live for love and admiration. But it is by love
 and admiration that we should live. If any love is shown
 us we sl'tould recognise that we are quite unworthy of it
 Nobody is worthy to be loved. The fact that God lovgs
 man shows us that in the Divine order of ideal things, it
 is written that eternal love is to be given to what is eternally
 unworthy. Or if that phi-ase seems to be a bitter one to
 bear, let us say that everyone is worthy of love, except he
 who thinks that he is. Love is a sacrament that should                                                     be
 taken kneeling, and Domine, non sune aig.nus. should be on
 the Iips and in the heatts of those who receive it.

 And this of the suffering that came before the secret of
 love was learnt:---

..g.a,ii,u,r.e),ilSs,g,r.acl:)6f,o,v,e,Tg\•,s.o,ll{io:f.:sg,?.,a,iri•.su,ff.i.rln,g,•.t.e;g.s

 that makes one walk on thoins, conscience that condemns,
 self-abaseme: t that punishes, the misery that puts asbes on
 its head, the anguish that chooses sackcloth for its r4iment,
                               : all these were things of and into its own drink puts gall
 whichIwas afraid. And •as 1had determined to know
 nothing of them,I was forced to taste each of them in turn,
 to feed on them, to have for a season, indeed, no other •food
 at all.

   Believing, then, that self-conscious as this man was, his
last book was a true revelation of himself and his thoughts,
and therefore to other men a genuine reality, it seems that
this crowning mercy was shown to him, that "out of the
bittÅír came forth sweet," for others as well as for                                               himself.
His creed, as he evolved it, was, for all the beautiful words
and thoughts that he has written here about the foyRder

                                              religion,of the Christian religion, a pagan one. Neither
he writes, nor morality, nor reason could help him at all.
But such as it was, and as far as it went, it was of ex-
traordinary beauty and truth. And the conclusion is
this:--
  Nature, whose sweet rains fall on unjust and just alike,
will have clefts in the rocks where I may hide,                                            and secret
valleys in whose silence I may weep undisturbed. She will
hang the night with stars so that I may walk qbroad in the
darkness without stumbling, and send the wmd over my
                               me to my hurt: she willfootprints, so that none may track
NCrelfioalneble M9 in great waters,•and with bitter herbs make me
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  But, alloxving that this to some extent may have been
the c.ase, admitting that his subconscious self may un-
consciously have been actuated bv some such motives.
there is in almost everÅrr page of the book a realitv and
genuineness of feeling Nvhich completel.v outweighs and
redeems any pose that it mav contain. As certainlv as it
is the creation of an artist, it is the outpouring of - a man
who has suffered as intenselv as man can. .4Lnd xvith
what result?

s,xgp).aS/,aZ"t/:o.Snt,O,oi":.hje),a'p.:rOi'oe,r/L/TnXa:rP,!cmk.ilo",uS.e,ltSst\,ieg:."ff,ieY.i,".,a,'ISihb,il

piana"Lion. Iam convincecl that there is no other, and that
if the world has indeed, as I have said, been built of sorrow,
it has been built by the hands of love. becau•se in no other
way could the soul of man, for whom the world was made
ieach the full stature of it.gT perfection. '

   And asrain :-
   Most people live for love and admiration. But it itF by love
 and admiration that we should live. If any love is shown
 us we sl'tould recog,nise that we are quite unworthy of it.
 Nobody is worthy to be }oved. The fact that God lovgs
 man show's us that in the Divine order of ideal thmgs, it
 is written that eternal love is to be given to what is eternally
 unworthy. Or if that phi'ase seems to be a bitter one to
 bear, let us say that everyone is NN'orthy of love, except he
 who thinks that he is. Love is a sacrament that shou}d                                                  be
 ta-ken kneellng, and Domine, iion sor.ne dignus should be on
 the lips and in the heaits of those who receive it.

 And this of the suffering that came before the secret of

 love was Iearnt:-
   Failui;e, disgrace, poverty, sorrow, despair. suffgring, tears
                                   ]ips in pam, remorse even, the broken words that come from
 that makes one walk on thoins, conscience that condemns,
 self-abaseme: t that punishes, the misery that pgts asbes on
 its head, the anguish that chooses sackcloth for its r4iment,
 and into its own drink })uts gall: all these were things of
 whichIwas afraid. And as Ihad determined to know•
 nothing of them, I was forced to taste each of them in turn,
 to feed on them, to have for a season, indeed, no other food
 at all.

   Believing, then, that self-conscious as this man was, his
last book was a true revelation of himself and his thoughts,
and therefore to other men a genuine reality, it seems that
this crowning mercy was shown to him, that "out of the
bitter came forth sweet," for others as well as for                                             himself.
His creed, as he evolved it, was, for all the beautiful words
and thoughts that he has written here about the foynder
of the Christian religion, a pagan one. Neither religion,
he "'rites, nor morality, nor reason could help him at all.
But such as it was, and as far as it xvent, it was of ex-
traordinary beautv and truth. And the conclusion is
         vVthis :-
  Nature, whoE'e sweet rains f."tll on unjust and just alike,
will have clefts in the rocks: where I may hide,                                           and secret
valleys in whose silence I may weep undisturbed. She will
hang the night with stars so that I may walk qbroad in the
darkness without stumbling, and send the wmd over my
footprints, so that none m.ay track me to my hurt: she wi}1
cleanse me in great waters,-and with bitter herbs make me
wlio!e.

Onloo]-:• er
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