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  So he finished his book, as he began and continued,
with the one dominating thought of himself. Natural

ew"
h?'cUhghhepesruhffaePreS'd,(5h"edpoYweterSN6aith"eO"aghaniSdotnhftieinatCkoffg60iMt,

and was selflesSness the one characteristic of the divine
man of whom he .writes, the beauty of which he failed
to see? There is sad irony in that thought, just as there
is bitter irony in this, that the greatest paradox of his life
Nvas, long after his death, to set all the forces of the
literary world writing of him in thi's strain.

'

" "De Profundis." By Oscar Wilde. (Methuen.)

ts,:

. ,, ,,,. i{- f-f '" ' i,l`f'f 'Y

Modern       Societyi-
L.-,tEigLg{Et..EÅí]-.=.-:,M• r:L• l;:,scSL:l ].. ,

IS. '"""Fglr"h"6' ISg{4 '."'"pt'T"'.,k of the late osear v{7il"d-e;N';`"ii;i5 't'reve- i"'

k' ndis,',' written during the elosing rnonths' oÅí'his

 vamprisonment, eontains rpanymQving passages. But '.
 .here is the most pathetic. On Novemberl3th, 1895,
 '"•1)e stood for half-an-hour in convict dress,                                      and hand.
 Ni "/L nffed, on the eentre piatform of CIapham Junction. ,
 . •` I had been taken out ot' the,,hospital waid without,

-/k

l: moment's notiee. ' Of al1 possibleobjeets''I`,abvEis't•h&i.,,i.

 ii ost grotesque. When people saw me theylgughed..g
 ptach train as it came swelled the audienee.-t                       up ,g
 a 'othing eould exeeed their amusement •That wass'lj'
,lof course, before they knew who I was. As s'oon:si.

;' ,as they kad been informed they laughed s'ti11 more.,tr:
i}-For ha!f-an-hour I stqod there in the grey Novembev•-lge.
tT•l]teet'sIZrr,Rgn.",e,d.b.Y,"f'e4Xes.",g,Ieg,b,',B.'g".2'{xs,r,a,Åíteg/-g

                                              vpmour and for the same spaee of time.", It was unfairpt
tw•`b notigutewh•esentence•,;BgS•}.egShg.S.g,y!p{its,.agone,-'"
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    So he finished his book, as he began and continued,
  with the one dominating thought of himself. Natural
  e."h9•g,gh,.P2{,hffa.P,2',,{5,n.d,gttt,,"6ai,ecst."h..is,g.h.e.la,,ck.,fgeo,m,,

  and was selflesSness the one characteristic of the divme
  man of whom he vsTrites, the beauty of Nvhich he failed
  to see ?• There is sad ironv in that thought, just as there
  is bitter irony in this, that 'the greatest paradox of his life

  was, long after his death, to set all th.e forces of the
  literary world writing of him in this strain.

T "t. Tmt-... -.'  ... -... ...-..-T.TT -tttt ..r. ."t -. t. t... .m-

   :` "De Profundis." By Oscar XVilde. (Methuen.)
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  Tftee, O Loral"--PSALLM cnvX. S
  "On November 13, 1895, I was brouglilJ ny
down here from Lendon. From two a
o'clock till half-past two on that day I tg
had to stand on the centre platforni of f'
gka.Pdh,a.X.dlill?.C,tieh".in..g?,nvt'gti.d.rfissd,.anl/;•

had been taken eut of the hospital ward 1
without a momenVs notice beiiig given to 'i
:ll9dstOgfro2g'gqPuose.Siblee'hgXjecpbseo'piieWsaaw'tmhgG

they }aughed. Each traiii as it eame up S.
                              could ex- '                     Nathingswelled the audienee.

 eee'd their amusement. Yhat was, ef
 course, before they knew whG I was. As "
 i.OSgh,adS,tti!iYY..h,ltll'l?:.lehi'".lfOrmanedfi.,th,zek

gto,?"..fige,ke,IJ}.tB•s.,g.rgy.",o.vem,b.sr.i::.:glg

 after that was done to me I wept every  day at the same hour and fer the s.ar!}eS

                     is not such a                {Vhat                                  tragre S  space of time..
  thing as possibly it sounds "to you. A day L"
  lll.,Pr.i.O".Ohni,rvhgC.h,•,O•"he,.d,fl9fiisinOht.,Wd?ePnoitSaa.g.,..

                                 "g  day on which ene's imrt is happy.
 And the eriminal in question was he owhose first volume of poems Swinburne saidilj

F,2:•,n.in,.tie,a,te.f.rkn,d,.oiigX•x' gdefi,ke,'ls..?.?F."

since Keats. We}1 may he writB on an.
earlier page--
    "Society takes upon itseff the ricrht to
  infiict appalling punishnent on the indi-
  vidual, but it also has the supreme vice
  ef shallowness, and fails to realise 'what
    has done. When the man punishmenGh,
  ls over, it                 him to           leaves                                  aban-                        himself it
  dons him at the very mQment when its
  highest duty towards him begins. It is
        ashamed                 of                    its own aetions,                                    and
  shnnst,hho.se..:go.m.ntth.h.aSthP,"ynifih.e.S,i:-lg

  flieted an           irreparable wrong. X
When will scienceb te say nothing of huinan]
sympathy, make our system nf                             punishmenti
a wiser means to the grEbeious                                   indi--                             end                                 of
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         "Out of tne

INEIhheagW,Oroifds2ff-ireetvteelaStioant.!eZIIg•6tchaigseisS

     and the uses of it we may not now diEle
cuss. The faet is abundantly                            plain. Ijet-
          and anonymous, autobiographiesters, real
more intimate than ever in their disclosureg,
and quite personal touches in works usually
impersonal, are presented weekly for public
                                     ofpurehase and eonsideration. Illustrations
many kinds oeeur te the memory at onee. k
is the day of the Human Document.
  But nothing quite 1ike this little book has
been written in living memory.

A Uniqge Epistle.
  We have heard other voices calling from
the prison oel}j but this tone is new and
touehing even to tears. And                              eause of                                      it                          the
ig to be found in the eternal instinct of the
artist-nature. The writer puts it thus in a
letter to his friend, Robert Ross, who lntro-
duces his last book to a new public;                                     for
Oscar Wilde's old public has passed away.

    "On the other side ef the prison wall
  there are some poor, black, soot-besmirehed
  trees which are just breaking out into
                           reen. I know  :.ueeo.falai".ahigetOStth,Syh'ai,i,ggaingthrough.

  They are finding expression."
  This aceounts for the book as a piece of
literairy craftsmamship. But what will suffi-
                                  underedently account for                  the                      circumstanees
which it was born? I am not thinking ef
the eauses that bore its author to prison, but
of the fact that it wa6 born in Reading Gao}.
As to the former, he speaks thus--

    "I ruinod myself, and nobody, great or
  small, can be ruined except by his oym
  hand. .,. This piti}ess indictment I brmg
  w.lr.h,ou,t,i.iggggt/li'g,m,yvegg•6.h.•,•',e,esetfir,2

                          there are many                     then  I had not done; but
  things of which I was convicted that I .had
  g•.en,.e,,a,n,d,a,.g.ti.'i,ggea,ler.n.,um.,b.eg,ol.','hitn.g3

  at a}1."
     is nod an apaologia, it is an aeknowleasr-This
ment as fine in its reticenee as in its humlliSy.
rvor no reason need the book be shunned;
for many reasons it should be studied. An
important one is indicated thus--

    '`Terrible as was what the world did to
  me, what I did to myself was far more ter-
  rible still."

O"r Methea ef P"aishment`
  IS is probably eight years sinee these wgrds
 were written. Not a few events have since

:,h,en.astrg,ed.,a.q.u,estro.n,,2s,t.o,t,h.'.iirr,'d.Oi'eri

                         answer to a pcus- criminals. Is it a comrlete
 sage such as the following to say, "It was
                    him right " ? his fault'

   souvs
  Sy G. H. NORTHCROIFV!F.

          *
depat]S.s have 1 eriea unto

s

vidual recovery rather than a wooden systents
perpetuating            it ?
  So     much at least must be said of the eip
eumstances under which this record of &-
spnit in prison was penned,

'The Treasure of the Lewly.
  Butithe.re is another side--the inward,
spiritual si          gnincarice of ith-to be                              considered.
ill/t`rg(Jeu'ghStglfiSllhl'eseSelfi5hSahsesFritf-dhethePnaSSftctdi

`Ol,FI•I.5"6,w,.i,fi,n,scirkd.ee,".n,m.y.,nh&t",'eixoThei'slil

  whore world is meaningless, and sufferin  !east of all. That something hidden awayag

  m my nature, like a treasure in a field, is
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depaths have 1 criea unto Thee, O 1lordli'----PsALM cxxx.
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         '"Out of the

INatnheagW,Oroifds2iff.ireetvteei'aStioant.iel?:'e'tchaigseisS

     and the uses of it we may not now dis-
cuss. The faet is abundantly plain. Itet-

                                raphiesters, real          andi anonymous,                         autobiog
more intimate than ever in their disclosures,
and quite personal touches in works usually
impersonal, are presented weekly for public
purehase and consideration. Illustrat'ions ef
many kinds oecur to the memory at onee. It
is the day of the Human Document.

  Bu•t nothing quite like this. Iittle book has
been written in living memory.

A Uniq"e' EpistleL
  We have heard other voices cal1ing frohi
teSeelnisgO:veO.eitttbe"atrsYh'Xn"dO"tehe'SeanuesWeo2"i2

is to be found in the et•ernal instinet of                                   the
artist-nature. The writ)er puts it thus in a
}etter to his friend, Robert Ross, who intro-

 duces his last book to a new publics for
Oscar Wilde's old public has passed away.

    '`On the other side of the prison wall
  there ape some poor, black, soot-besmirehed
  trees which are just breaking out into
  geh/',";':wf,".k",ff3/LM2t,ostgh.eS,yhi:il'l!e,,g.gla?m}e"gt{,.tw8,hw.

  This aceounts for the book as a piece of
 }iterary craftsmanship. But what will suffi-
                   e circumstances under elently aecount fer                 th
 which it was born? I am not thinking of
 the eauses that bore its author to prison, but
of the facb that it was born in Reading Gaol.

 As to the former, he spoaks thus-
    '`I ruined myself, and nobody, gteat or
  small, ean be ruined except by his opun
  hand. ... This p. itiless indictment I brm.ct
  w.lt.h,ou,t,;.iggggtrn.'g,m,ygee5g•6.h'inT,,hsdre,fti,2

  I had not done; but- then thete are many
  things of which I was cenvict•ed that I .had
  done, and a still greater number oS tbrngs
  in my life for. which I was never mdicted
  at all.'"
 !rhis isi n(Årt an apoZogia, it is an acknowleGg-
 'ment as fine in its reticenee as in itS humllitJy..
 .W6r no reasbn need the book be shunned;
 for many reasons it should be studied. An
 important one is indicated thus---

    "Terrible as was what the vvorld did to
   me, what I did to myself was far more ter-
   rible still."

 O"r Methea ef P""ishmentt
'

,vvEgeiSwPrl'2tbea.b.'Yfii.gth".Yf21GlS,/i,.e,9,tb.e.S.e.W,?'g.g

  hhgnvditrge,d.fa.q.",estro."thZSd".Ofkh.'.lirrg'd.Oi'th

 gr,M,ig.al,Sh'.gs,iht,afgoiim.1le.t,e,a.ns,w.e,r,go,ia,p.ax,sg

ct .'
.F
l,ewn fault; g. go. 'xAr' btl'.g . .,. ...- .

'.

'

i

IS F,F,

  '`On Novem5er 15, l895, I waS br'oughlJ '
down here from Lendon. From two
o'cleck till half-past two on that day I

                                  ofhad to stand on the, centre platforni
g5a.Pdh,au:.dlyll.c,titohn.in..;iodnvtigti,d.rftssst.anl

                                ward                        hospitalhad been takeri out of                     t•he
without a moment's notiee being given to
rne. Of all possible objects, I was the

                       people saw memost grobesque. When.
                   tram as it eamp. up              Each     laughed.they
swel•led the audienee. Nedihting could ex-

 eeed their amusement. Thaf was, ol.
 course, before they knew whe I was. As ''
 iSaOuO"gheadSstdi!iYYmohrillltl?[.leialfO'Manedfi.,th,,ie{

 stood there m the grey November recn-
                            For a yeai surrounded by a jeering meb
 after that wEus done tK) me I wept .every-
 day at the same hour and fer the .un
                    ts not sueh a space of time.               Thab                                tragrc-i
 thing as possibly it sounds to you. A day
  in prisen on which one dees not weep is a
  day en whiÅëh enes heart is hard, not a
  day on which one's heetrk is hqppy."

 And the eriminad in qmestion was he o
whose first volume of poems Swinburne sai
--- se 'an intimate friend of Wilde tells me .
that it was the most promising first volume-
since Keats. IVVell may he write on an..

earlier page--. .    "Society takes upon itself the right to
  j:.,fi.iC.t,a,P.P,a{./jn:i,gun,i.,hegfi:t,o.n,kh.e,i:l:tg

  ef shallowness, and fails to realise 'wha+tiSny•
  it has dione. When the man's punishment.
  is over, it leaves him ,to himself, it                                 aban-
  dons           at the very mement      him                              when its
  highest duty towards him•begins. It is
  really as          hamed                of its own actions,                                  and '
  shuns those whom it has punished                                    as:
  people shun one.on whom they have in.
  flieted an irreparable wrong."                                     •.g',
When Will scienceb to say nothing of hum "
                            punishmenCsympathy, make our system DS
a wiser means to the graKrious end of indi-'
vi  dual reeevery rather than a wooden systeM
perpetuating' it? •.
  So mueh at 1east must be said of the eir-
eumstances under which this record of a`
spnit in prison was penned.

The Treas"re of the Lowly.
  Butithere is another side--the inward, :
spiritual signincance of itsto bo considered.
Rage, stoicism, selfish grief-he                                passed ,,•
through a         ll these phases. dnd tben hX
found it.

  ,hl•kNO,w,.i,fi,",echi$d.ee,,',.n,m.y.,n,atu,re,fioe,g,.,.

  whore world is meaningless, and suffering
  }east of all. That something hidden  IIII.M.Yiiieyati.,Y'p, iike a treaspre in a fiei"dY.aiY
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  reservation is too strong. And the absence
  t such a refuge is at onee, the measure and
  in6 condemnation of our Christianity. But
 ,there is a P}aee. Did Wilde find it? I will
   ake his vvords my answer. '
     "I bore up against everything with some
' stubbornness              of will and much rebellion of
   nature, till I had absolutely nothin                                  g left
 • in the world but one thing.                           I had lost my
 '' name, rny Positipn, my happiness, my
 ''freedom, my wealth. I w&s a prisoner

g'r."t,2ag3dux.eh,\x8,ixgeg:sitd,.m.y.c.hs'i,d,r.eA

E'I;ii.,e,btYh,:hei'da,ydV'..i,tkw.ft;vi.bLo.w,:gdag,pa,i.-

list`,'i.un,,g,.,new,wSeeiEt8,"znk'ysEitti,`!IYh2•:b,X•W-,!Iio:,Xa

E   not worthy of either.' Tl}at moment
   seemed to save me. Isaw then that the

ifehni}yg.thtsig.,gor,hn,i.emw,.a,si,t.o,a.c,c`x•l,e.eifieix6

g

                                                                   -
                                                                          '                                      .                   ... .-•. .--rr1'. bondon epinion
                    .. " .. .-.                                                                             tt                      . o.' Z. ..                                                                          '                               tt                          tt                              '!l-Iil8gll!lllptS?rodigai.itseorporatei.,ti..t.f,,if- ,,itkC.i.et'glll/III,31g.ar'i!l,M2etg•ll6iel,wpa.iktt'ggfbk.iaffs.i,E"il.l,

  doubt sound-I have been happier. It
  was, of course, my soul in its ultimate

 ' ossepce that 1 had reachea; ln many
•; ways I had been its enemy,                           but I found it
r waiting for me as a friend. When one
. comes in contact with the soul, it makes
I one simple as a child, as ChrisS said one

' should be."
 : The experieence is suMciently convineing,
 but     the explanation of it is nob. He says he
,found his sopl. Rather, I                          should say,                                     he

 iheardr--as did another criminal, hearing long
,,Q.fe,ii.n,s,b.a.m.eavn,diesg.on,x.6,th,e,.ju,s.t..ptl,sh,n,ie,n,,t

"iOe"lr'eacSiOedbllh,thSIE,h,Or."S'Elllf\}.dg,?tPenite"ee

 LessoAs of Suffering.
t• When to Wilde's int,ense artfstiic ter!ipera.

          culture was added .the discipline ment and
 of pain, and after he had found the treasvre

,

.of peni•tenoe, many fine' flashes ef insight
 and expression became possib!e. It 'is these
 which, even to the, casual reader,                              make                                   this
 book      notable.

 :ng as a mystery. k ,is veally,..a revela-
  tion."

Iater he says-- .
                        !eve is the only   "It seems to me th'ab
  possible explanation of the extraorginary
  amount of suffering that there is in the-
  world. .I am convinced that there is no
  otber, and tthat if the world has indeed,
  as I have said, been built of 'sorrow, it•
                           df love;                                   be-  has been built by the hands
  cause in no other way could the soul of
                                 reach  man, for whom the world was made,
  the full stature of its perfectien.'i.

Here are other stars. thag shine from a

sombre sky-- .    "Most people are ether pep.p!e. Th-ei.r
  thoughts are.someone else's opmions, their
 - lives- a mimicry, their passions a quota-
  tion '•'

l

11i'

fi,

        surely, bo be leEarned only in scli-a lesson,
t•ude ; and there are few places of utter quie.t
'lefb to the modern worldling except a prison.

    "Christ did not sa.y, `Live: for•• others2
  but He pointed out that there was no (lif-
                              ef others  ference at all between the                         lives
  and one's own 1ife."
,Perhaps the finest thing 'in the 5ook is his
characterisation of Christ, and his exposition )•
of some ef His sayings. •
    "He does not really tieaeh one every-
  t,h,A",g.,.b.U,tbb,Y,.?Xts'g,.b.re,utgh,..tgl"teHispre-

And the Iast para,graph ef-all in Shis haunt•-
ing book will be quoted and.copied                                a}} ever
the world} so tender, so pof' gnant .is its
bbe,gXtil,ts,h.a',d.lqY.:.,"iet',1}ai.,8hi,e,,s,t'ida.ee,efN'ature

  One hopes, and almost is eonvin(ted,' {h'as "
                         voiee from the'none will hearken to this
 depths and fail to be assured a}ike of t•he,
Sincerity as of the pathos of its message.

                --- -
L--`i
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 tDeProfundda. ByCÅr$carWilde.
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             OUT OF THE
S'"PE PRoFuNDis. By Oscar Wilde.

   Two simple impressions were left on my
 had read the history of his sou! in
 Wilde.
 that it was extraordinanly and profoundly interesting.
 man to whom applause was a
 sensitive to beauty"mpatient of any control, had fallen
 squalid ruin) amidst common execration)
i to two years of, perhaps, the most hideous and un
 ever devised by man for his fe11ows.
 all is here an irrelevant consideration. It is relevant

r
  -kr"-v-ma'    '
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                                      mind when I
                             prison) written by Oscar
       One was that it was poignantly touching, the other
                                               Apt
                          pnmary need of 1ife, acutely

                                               m
                                and was condemnedg
                              How far he dl,O,V,e,1.Y,3'f2g

                                               to
remember that if we can put aside that forwhich he suffered, ,
he was very far fiom bemg a mi, n with whom sympathy was
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 impossible. It is the callous, the mean, the vindictivg with

W.h.P,F,,W.e,,2".gt8?ftgd,,i,o.ag'",p,s,te,'3e,•,.'g}',s.w,e.s.a,g'yma.",2`l.

,,h8.0Sg,e,"ts3a\s..kadJll'gauGzzusf"ilz,9e".'sh{f."',.",",2m,g.nEi,o"s

"punishment. He had to find htmg.elfagain in it, some sort of
tolerable relatien he had to find between himself and life,
some meanmg in it all not utterly unbearable. Inevitably,
hQwever) being an aitist) one to whom expression was
necessary in a degree the aveiage man can never understand,
he had to put this meaning into woids, foi the world or not,
at least for himselÅí Any ieco!d of all this must have been
touchingi the actual iecoid is profeundly interest!ng.
These, as I $aid, were the two simple impressions on my
mind. They seemed to need no qualification. But when I
heard the book discussed and read othei people's oRmions
about it, I found that to many its inteEest was qualified, it
not vitiated, by what they thou.crht its insinceiity. I thmk this
criticism shallow, and it will help me to expiess how the
book is significant to me ifI explain why I think so.

  It is said that the wiiting of the book, with its fine
                                   a man who trulyphrases and coloured imageiy, is not that of
                , as apart from physicEl haidship. I amfelt d{stress of soul
not thmkingi of couise) of writers to whom all manneis of
writing but their own slovenly verbiage are hateful, just as
theie aie people who hate all speech that.has not a cockney

                                  is C(affected)" and                             style                      Wilde'saccent. To them Osca,r
 theie's an end of the mattei. But people who heaitily
admire his sty!e, so limpid and gn`cefu1, so brilliant m its
unforced elegance and adornment, thmk thcat here the use of

 it is a token of insincerity. Suiely, rather"ts absence would
                                  he could not write have been. It had giown into hi$ nature ;

g',ffe,re.,etlg,;•:.LtSovX,a".glfoAZ',,,T.ih2.h",Mha:'g.lohfigpl':i,t.tss.s,ax}'

                         : his phys!cal sufferings and changed it could have been
P.i

61',altdiOA'.SG,thde..r,ea,zay,.ofB{r,h;:h.,,i'g.ie.aiht;."gO,.O,"i.e.Cftid',d.enfay;
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   i    • OUT OF THE DEPTHS. .
   , DE PRoFuNDis. B\ Oscar Wilde. LDndon : Merhueri. ss. ,
   i
  i;- Two simple impressions were left on my mindwhenI.
  I 'had read the history of his soul in prison, written by Oscar
  YWIIde. One was that it was poignantly touching, the other ,
  ,F• that it was extraordinarily and profoundly interesting. A
  //' 'man to whom applause was a primary need oflife, acutely
 . ?sensitive to beauty, impatient of any control, had fallen in
  F squalid ruin, amldst common execration, and was condemned

,/L)et9etrWdOevYiZ25SbOÅr5rg2rnh?oPS'hti2ef.?".O&t,.hidfiO."XF.ildhgitig,V,e,?e3i[2

  t all is here ari irrelevant consideration. It is relevant toi
  E remember that if we ca•n put aside that for'which he suffered,i

    he was very far from being a man with whdm sympathy was

KOpt'Vfft'''';l t

l
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    impossible. It is the callous, the mean, the vindiclive, withi ..
  ..whom we find it hard to sympathise. This wasahumane " -.. ;
  'g`man, generous to his friends, placable to his enemies. His
   ibooks and plays had given thousands delightful moments of -.:-
   thought and fun. Well, such a man had to suffer sucha:f -'i- ,
   ,Yp' unishment. He had to find himg.elfagain in it, some sort of + . '' "';
  .l-.tolerable relatien he had to find between himself and                                                    life,
   r'some meaning in it all not utterly unbearable• Inevitably, .--
   however, being an artist7 one to whom expression was... . ,. .,. ..
   necessary in a degree the average man can never understic nd, r.:..•- 7' ... '',.vt.i '"
   Yie had to put this mean{ng into words, for the world or not, ii ..I -- '•
   l,.{,.gJ,eit?,f,go;hg'An,sei;,•,..A,"\,'Le.cpd'd,sfs';..hJi,iP,"St,ge,le.,?f,S,'} ,.,..

   I.')rhese, as I $aid, were the two simple impressions on my -.
   thpa,ia}g',hT,h8.Y.Zee,M,,?d.g,O,,"est,"?,2",a//g,c,a;io,".6.,,//yt.:,h.?•.".I.•i-':' '"•/yt.'..

   E'tLbout itS I found that to many its inte}'est was quqlifited, ii

   tnot vitiated, by what they thought its insinceriry. I think this , .. .-
   ilp.riticism shallow, and it w.ili help me to express how the •' - . '
   :'a)ook is significant to pae ifl explain why l think so. -

,'  It is sa{d that the wriring of the book, with its fine -,!.
''i' /rkr/:a,l,iisa,,es8/,,glfii',,liÅí'6.d,V,/)l.ll,S,gg/i.,s"/'iil,aj/6ipjhl'ia$'c2'i.i,,a,sutls,i')rili.,iiliX,1'lt.•X "' '':jf

   52'2exe.rep,esple,,w.ho.h,a,5e,a.",?g2g,ck.,;,h,at,Sa,l."fi}E,2,7o,s,kxfix-g.. ,

   ;there's an end of the matter. But people who heartily "
   gadmire his style, so limpid and gra`cefu1, so brilliant in its -.L"`- f-t. 'r" .:'- -{l;

'' rhunforced elegance and adornmen;, think tln(there the use of ;; .•.... .
   tkSa,ige,2b/fee,nk,.e:'i#,t[ill/'dii{,illC::oew,ri,li:.Xi\foSYtl•llige,itsc,Uil.i,tk;•tSsolbkSi,eg.'jfi•,8i,W,wO,X.i}1.1111Y''i:h'kliiiiY:,,.,..

    /,.h:xvi,'/',i'td,•:,:'[iiseg.SAI/,W,,ibig.Xb".'2i/;•,1",)/f/ts,OJ{./j'//ili'//ga.i,lsi/;1'.fi,tw//9"2,F'g/tsriiniTi,,,ff.-r,,)--'' ,y,`
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 from findfng its useL liisincere, r th{nk it merely another thlfig Eo

 touch one-that to the settmg forth of the sad doctrine now t." ff
         in hls mmd he biought so naturally and in-'l dominant
                                eloguence} sometimesstinctively the gift of his poetry and
 even ofhis wit. Again, it is said that he lived for three years '
when he was free and showed no 6ign that the mood and

 determination professed in this letter De ProLfiendif, persisted

 in him. It may hi,ve been so. It was a thousand pmes) a.,
 grievous waste. Pathologically consideied, it was surelyeq
 inevitable. A 1!fe-long indulgence of the senses, followed by g,
 a sudden, complete, and prolonged starving of them, must ;."
 have put a tax on the biam which none but the very greatest E
,could bear. The sentence of two years' hard labour was a-si
 sentence of death to his mental energy. But how does that /-i
 make De Profundzs insmce!eP There i$ no sign in it even "
                                      which awaited that he foresaw the second tragedy of failure
 him, or mistrusted his power to live his (` new 1ife," still less

 that he did net mean to do his best. The event was
 pitiable. The deterrmnation was fine and was nobly ex-
 piessed} and to confuse with it the weakness of fulfilment
 which awaited it is shallow and unjust.
   He did not determine to be a better man; that, he says
 characteristicany, would have been C` a piece of unscientific
l:han.g,"'.Bhgt,`aJ,QS.aals,9,esom.e.s,ge,iprr,,m,,.a,nisxRs.pL'g.'i.eg.%Q.•g={:

 He wanted to 1ive so that he might explore the "new woild "
 of soirow in which he had been 1iving. "IfI can produce
 only one bea, utifu1 woik of ait I shall be able to rob malice
 of its venom, and cowaidice of its sneer, and to pluck Qut the
 finger of scorn by the roots." That was a natural human
sfesolve) and this work of art, it is clear) was to be the
 expression of that fu11er and deeper life which sorrow had
 taught him. It is extraordmarily interestmg. The man
                                               al1 who ali his life had been the prophet of joy, shunning
 gloom and distre$s as a C`mode of imperfection," was to
ipreach the gospel of sorrow, how it is"the ultimate type
 5oth in 1ife and ait."                   Oscar Wilde had a brilliant imagina-
 tion and a power of thought both subtle and at times
 piofound, but he was no philoso?her with a system
                          ; it was) perhapf, an unlucky impervious to logic and analysis
 vanity that made him thmk himself one. In the complete
                                 he sketches it, there                gospel                      of sorrow7 as          of th{s philosophy
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                                            hopeless,  who have known sorrow) sorrow bitter and in itself
  are complete, that the most amicab!e natures that always '.e
  have lived in the $unshine must lack tenderness and the
  ijla:yPj.geMa,8tgem,Sp?gfrilOn.V8.fi,t,cX.sO:rp.8i,j/.e,a,Rd'eil,ji6el;aafi.ig\igY.gb.hutf,rbiR.\e,fd:Kwh/?-

  phiiosopher. In his fashion he was a prophet, and prophets U-
  to be of any use in the world must be extreme. The
 Ll!1!ig!gg!t2I}g-!lli!!gLISLsb{}u!!IS-gt!g-l}{!sLg!gggl}gsLg!sgg!sl!ps-th isthatthisonehadpreachedoneextreme
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 even of his wit. Again, it is said that he lived for three years
 when he was free and showed no sign that the mood and
 determlnation professed in this letter De Profundis, persiSted
 in him. It may have been so. It was a thousand pities, a
 grievous waste. Pathologically considered, it was surely
 inevitable. A life-long indulgence of the senses, followed by
.a sudden, complete) a,nd prolonged starving of them, must
 have put a tax on the brain which none but the very greatest
icould bear. The sentence of two years' hard labour was a
l;S.ifieÅí2"lbe,OIS.S/iaE,h,,tg•,l}l•?,.m.f.ge"'e.'ffgx•,,B.".t,?•Ezzos•?.xiga.t

                                    lure                                              awaited                                         whichithat he foresaw the second tragedy of fai
    , or mistrusted his power to live his " new life," still lesshim

•' that he did not mean to do his bes.t. Tlie event was
 pitiable. The determination was fine and was nobly ex-

   [,e tt,:J:. .. ---.•. '..'"''- ..,i ''''''. :
                                               '              "                           tt

               ttt t                                                      't /+

                         - vtrrom finaffig ftst 'use ;fis?ncere, rtttrlfik it tfie"`ellsf"`ain6ther ffiti' ` 6cr"es `'ti

's%urf;l•h,oxs-,:hzt,go,lll}•;iiet,Ei6"g,g.zr:,p,?f,the.Za,g,gOiiYtrL".edPR•,:I.,,",.

t stinctively the gift of his poetry and elo.guence, sometimesg

 pressed, and to confuse with it the weakness of fuIfilment
 which awaited it is shallow and unjust.
   He did not determine to be a better man; that, h•e sa, ys.//''
',.characteristically, would have been "a piece of unscientific
                                                      1                                            privil                                                ege df cant." But `( to have become a deeper man is the
 those who have suffered. A-ndsuchIthink Ihave becoine."
 He wanted to live so that he might explore the "new world "

L of sorrow in which he had been living. "IfI can prod.uc. e
" enly one beautiful work of art I shall be able to rob malice
l of its venom, and cowardice of its sneer, and to pluck out the
11'fins,er of scorn by the roots." That was a natural human
;resolve) and this work of art, it is clear, was to be the
 expression Qf that fu11er and deeper life which sorrow had                                                      l
 taught him. It is extraordinarily interesting. The man {

` ge.,g.o.a}L.'/rsGi•g,g,igd.,be:i'"tRie.sgog,he;.$f,/rs,{•,,zih",p•"el"}g,2ig

 preach the gospel of sorrow, how it is "the ultimate type
 both in life and art." Oscar Wilde had ,a brilliant imagina-
?tion and a power of thought both subtle a`nd at timg.s.
        , but he was no philosopher with a system
 impervious to logic and analysis ; it was, perhaps, an unlucky
 vanity that made him think himself one. In the cgmpiete
 philosophy of this gospel of sorrow,.as he sketches it,                                                there
r•Jare inconsistenclES and exa.,cr.gerations. It goes back to old,

 insoluble mysteries. But he had arrived through bitterngss

.
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   . and tears at a truth which clearly he had realised in all its '
   ll force ; the truth that as men are, as the world ls, only thosq
   r who have known sorrow) sorrow bitter and initself hopeless, ,
    are complete, that the most amicable natures that qlways -
    have lived in the $unshine must lack tenderness and the
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" BVT YET THE PI'lY OF I l7! TIHrE PiTY OF IT !"
DEPRorvrmis. By OscarWilde. London Methuen. ss.net.
THE words which I have chosen for the title of the refiec-
tions which I am al1crwed to make on the wrecked career
of a genius-•-the despairing ery of Othello to his tor-
mentor Iago----seem to rne well fitted to express what ought
to be the cÅqmiment of Manhood-not to say Charity---on '
Oscar Wilde. Very different, I regret to say, has been
the verdict of ttte World. It is, for the most part, that of
the passengers who eame into Clapham Junction oni)61 .YepM.l3f9'.id3,},rp8.gg3;,)i,give it m his osvn pathetic words /i.
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       "From two o'clock till half-past two on that day l had
      to stand on the centre platform of Clapham Junction in
      prison dress and handcuffed for the world to look at• When .
     people saw me they laughed. Each train as it came up
      swelled             the                audience. Nothing could exceed their amuse-
      ment. That was before they knew who I was. As soon as
      they had              been informed they laughed still more. For half
      an hour I stood there in the grey November ram sur-
      rounded             by ajeenhg mob. For ayear after that was                                                    dene
      to meI wept every day at the same hour and for the same
      space of time. A day in prison on which one does not
      weep is a day on which one's kieart is hard, not a day on
e. which one's heart is happy.
       "Well, now l am really beginmng to feel more regret for
      the people that laughed than for myself. They should
     have known how to mterpret sorrow better. To mock at
      a soul m pain is a dreadful thing."
       The hapless writer of tihese words has stood in the
  pillory ever since It has been accounted a breach of
  manners even to mention the name of this victim of a
          pathological perversion, which ought to be the  qotbrJaaicgteof pity rather than punishrrnent, which ought to bei

  treated by isolation, like some noisome disease, but not
. by persecution. His plays by their outstanding merit
"  have "on their way back to the stage, but I dcr not
  thmk the name of the author has yet been given on a play-,
  bill He is called a "wretched creature " wlien he is men-
  tioned at all. Wretched, indeed, he was in onesense. I "
       This is the only work that Oscar Wilde wrote in
                                      was not compesed,          The Ballad of Readzng Gaol  pl lson.
  or everv planned, until he hadi regained his liberty. He
                                                 Hood's  never essays to defend himself. He writes Åqin

               " Ownmg his weakness,
                  His evil behaviour.
                And leavmg with meekness
                  !Ils sins to hls SavloUr." 1
  NTor does he remintd us of De Quincey, whom Carlyie, with
  character!stic brudeality, likened to the beggar who expeses ' ..

  his sores to catch tihe pennies of the public. He only '
  craves the reNef of expressiotr to ,
                               the penlous stuff i          "Cleanse the bosom of
           That weighs upon it."
  In a pretty passage, characteristic in its aipplicat!on of the
  attiibute of slirtllness to an object of the sight, he "rrites . ,

        "On the other side of the pnson wall there are some4
      gxgri.,b,iagl:h,sQ.o,tsb.es,m,:grsh,,ed,,:rS,eS,,1:Y.i?h,ar,e.gu.st,.bie,ak.ig,g,

                                    are finding ex ression."                               The      what the are going through.
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          THE SPEAKER.
    tini!!!!e!,!!,,e!!!,!!!!!!!!!!!is!!!!!!!!!!!!"!!!!!Nei-a,,

                                 ... g"'  BUT YET THE PI'rv OF l[•! T]rrE PITY OF IT!" i

DE PRorvbmis. By Oscar Wilde. London: Methuen. ss. net. I
THE words which I have chosen for the title of the refiec- i
tions which I am al1omed to make on the wrecked career i
of a genius--the despairing ery of Othello to his tor-t
:61enbto,r,hi,ag,omm-ses:1,t.o,m.e..w,eas/fiEE'se.d.t,o,e.xgr.eysscw,l;;,},t,,o.l!Lg.h.ti,,

Oscar Wilde. Very dfffferent, I regret to say, has been l
the verdict of the World. It is, for the most part, that of /f
t•he passengers whe canie into Clapham Junction on i
November !3, i8gs;I give it in his osvn pathetic words
(D""  P70Ff,gn.diSdi.P5,:i3.!,)k:tm h.if.past two on that day '! had i

   to.stand on the centre platfor-m of Clapham Junction in •
   prison dress and handcuffed for the world to look at. When '
   people saw me they laughed. Each train as it came up
   swelled          the             audience.                      Nothing could exceed their amuse-
   rnent. That was before they knew who I was. As soon as
   they had          been informed they laughed still more. For half
   an hour I stood there in the grey November rain sur-
   rounded by a jeerihg mob. For a year after that was dene i
   to me I wept every day at the same hour and for the same ,i•
   space of time. A day in prison on which one does notl
   .Whe?,PhiS..a,,gaYh,O."rt il.l,hifiepOpnyg's heart is hard, not a day on a

   . "Well, now I am really beginning to feel more regret for
   the people that laughed than for myself.                                       They sheuld
   have known how to interpret sorrow better. To mock at
   a soul in pain is a dreadful thing."
    The hapless writer of tbese w•ords has stood in the,
pillory ever since. It has been accollnted a breach oft
manners even to mention the name of this victim crf a,l,
gtg,gaLg,e.pa,t,eeig,g,is,al,ge.y$rs.1'.o,gAdis/i,f,h.g:•,giht.Gz,Y2.`ggli'

treated by isolation, like some noisome disease, but not
by persecution. His plays by their out$tanding merit
have won their. way back to the stage, but I dcr not,
think the name o•f the author has yet been given on a play- •1
bill, He is called a "wretehed creature " wlien he is men- 'l
                                                -ltioned at all. Wretched, indeed, he was in one sense• i
    Thi's is the only work that Oscar Wilde wrote in l;
prison. The Ballad of Reading Gaol was not composed, ::
or everv planned, until he hadr regained his liberty. He,
never essays te defend himself. He writes (in Hood's3

           "Owning his weakness, //              His evil behaviour. /t             An,d,,gegiggg,.wihlE•2,m,.ge.ts•g.egi• i

                               , ":hom Carlyle, with •,i.Nor does he remintd us of De Quincey
characterlstic brurtality, likened to the beggar who expeses ,i..
his sores to catch, Vhe pennies of the publia He only ,i{,

cra,ves the reNef of expressiotw to lj
       "Cleanse the bosom of the perilous stuff                                                 3
        That weighs upon it•" nlIn a pretty passage, characteri'stic in ibs aipplication of the "

attribute of shrillness to an object crf the sight,                                        he "rrites ;
     "On the other side of the prison wall there are some,i,
   gbgOkr/7ni}ll/l".eglsS8o:,,a:S,i,,aM.ie:oC$•:.gh//Eif,/,,rtth/l?R.ialengW.'.tqxb/rllli/lglllgili.g-Lpa.,
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      of the garden, and shunned the other side for its shadQw
      and its gloom. . . .                           I don't regret for a single moment
      havmg 1ived for pleasure.                               There was no pleasure I did
      g.fO.t,.,:,/S?,.eriein;ee,'.,i,8h.rfiw,h{Ii(},,?iiilr.i,,ofp.m,,yi.ou,ih.ingg.a.iu.p,

   . His rapid rise to the great pesition which he attained
s,?,e.i,{'h'--l",i'i'if,l'IIII.',,":S,!ml.gel,eva,g.Xva/lie,i'"iil/j,f,:"ll-i•.i,'i".,S,eh;•:iii2Ii"/e,/ga/i,i'kk.'l'i'i//C•

   don,        had tdone                 nothing                         beyond some very bril1iant 1ittle
i•gtli,iri/3,"',d/Y,ok.\iii;hg.:,;a,ll,leoi,,#e;rgedkhig•s/eh,s,Sekhi,i.e.eai,'il,irdi'gihs/l,llkhsc,tn,,x`nyr-.Fel,

 } reproducing the quatnt cadence and sincerity of medieeva!
   Roetry Beside these there were some splendid transla-
   tions.from Alschylups and Euripides, and some fine son-
 e nets.nv a Inarmer qmte his own. Of the first vein a good
   speclmen ls:
          "A ring of gold and a milk-white dove
             Are goodly gifts for thee,
           And a                 hempen rope for your own love
             To hangen upon a tree.
          "-or you a house of ivory
 t AÅqi.O,S,e.S.age,dWfh.i,te.i,ntt.hel,,rosebower),

l- (NVhite, O, white, is the 'hemlock flower).
," .?,Grr'.eOe,"n,Xgh,I,8,8s,i.Ol21/I,,grS.e.Ofa,,',m02a:n.h,/,,e"sddead), g

            (Plant 1ilies at my head)."

                                                  x
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   and his mother, and sounds the bGss note of humiliation
   for the way in which he has trailed an honoured name in
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   r. His rapid rise to the great pe'sition which he attained
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 :.. g,'• reproducing the quaint cadence and sincerity of medieeval
   t"'Roetry. Beside these there were some splendid-transla-
   $.• tions.from Alschylus and Euripides, and some fine soru
  ./g'i{ gpe'8Scimrvean illlti9. rMjer quite .h•is osvn• Of the first vein a.good

           "A ring of gold and a milk-white dove
             Are goodly gifts for thee,
            And a                  hempen rope for                                your own love
              To hangen upon a tree.
           "For you a house of ivory
   - AÅqi.O,S,e.S.a{)'6dWfh.i;e.i',ntlgtgi,rosebowerÅr,.

  X' (White, O, white, is the 'hemlock flower).
  rt "For you three lovers of your hand
            F.Åq,Gr.'e,"thff',a,SSp.lllg",er.e.ath,M,a,n.Glesdead), -

             (Plant li!ies at my head)."

--

•

.".'
-

=-  t,••.i, . .,.,.,,,;.,,fi}ll-li.';:i/••ii.•i..l' /  •i.
tt•

-

i-;; ;.fi;ti

                          :tte- t't. t t' ttt L               ., .. .. Zt L :1/ '' '                  - ttt t t                 r 'r, ' '. 't- :' 'V --r" ''
referlgefi.TfiainSgliearyggit8}eaaff"82btiiaCn'grZPngYfens'p"egtPloOfh"illd}'I'th"eg1'

and his mother, and sounds the bess note of humiliation
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Of sststh" 'bl"e characteristic !hannet-thiSN ig E"fffiTeTgpecimen S

     Two crowned kings; and one that stood a!one
         With no green weight of laurels round his head,
        But             with sad eyes as one uncomforted
     And weaned with man's never-ceasing moan
     For sms that neither prayer nor priest atone,
        And sweet                  long                      hps                          with tears and kisses fed.
        Clothed was he m a garment black and red,
     And at his feet I mark'd a broken stone
        VVmch sent up khes dove-1ike to his knees.
     Now at their sight my heart did burn as fiame•
        The she vvhe lay beside me " Who are these ?"
     And I made answer knowing well each name,
         ` Eschylus                  first,                        the second Sophocles,
      The last (wide stream of tears!) EunpTdes.'"
    When Lad2 Wzndermere's Fan appeared there "ere
many who pronounced it the wittiest play since the plaÅrs
of Sheridan• His papers on criticism were exquisitely
fimshed            fulI                of        and                  a gentle wrt I remember one which
R•,eg,a,n.Ix:'lg,IP•ewio,rg,z•lg`M.e.r,egikh.ss,fisr,zs,e,,\rs,x•,?s•g.•s,•.o

De' Profundts. The swhole spiriC of thas inttertsely in-
teresting pesthumous work is in this elequtent passage :

     "Society, as we have comstituted it, will have no place
   for me, has none to offer, but Nature, whose sweet rains
   fall on unJust and Just alike, will have clefts m the rocks
   where I may hicte, and secret valleys in whose silence I
   may weep undisturbed. She will hang the mght with stars
   so that I rnay walk abroad in the darkness without
   stumblmg, and send the wrnd over my footpnnts so that
   none may track me to my hurt she will cleanse me in
   great waters, and with bitter herbs make me whole."

                                  R Y. TyRRELL.
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  just been &11owed to see                       the 1ight,                               has been already so much
  reviewued and discussed that it ig hardly necessary to make
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  if so, let me suggest to them that they get it at onee. It is
t'ta book to buy, not one to order from the cireulating fibrary,
 rlieo,ri,i,t,.is,Eapb,o,&ks.,tob.r,e,a,di,n.og,?le,e,,,.b,u,t.rp,t/i.t.ill'Glls,.i[it..Wtef,l,
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                                                whieh                               unfortunato  br&in                           that                                          twtst       been            preserved                      from
             to disaster, might have proved himgelf worthy  brought him
  to rtmk with the immortals.

. 7

  klilliii'iii'r:i

x.`
x-

,

.- l

-
-- enl

 .eY' b

 I'

J
ts

"u
.

:.-rlLu
""' ti".-

 
N

sX
t th

lt

 "} -.N
x. t
 Rx
-"t "

t-4

"-  f"- "
Hrt-op r
  ".. if-" -s "? " --'.- vk IES
    ""-LU
  "- " a,

va 'ut aslgeigag"X

"
St.-t"Ecs

Nt

'

- Y

-i

f4

et.  P-" -- 'E

t
:r4 s/r':ik-srtw -"Lt .).d.y.tige:f. x

                " ptL             .whJ. .r
             '
         .FS

                              IH
        g-

      L.ttsVLtLv--

.A--.v.-- - .L -..-. ..-swO'-Peh-.Lv- -A-----['-"-

pt

- :4

tt. r "C ttSv-?y

   3

   t --. rb

"' (pt

-xAg--v.---- -

s

i

rs "'`

:y

't

{lj,'5i, G;

1is1111

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1)i

,.,.

      .,ig/ {       ,ilill'

    ,l
sig?${(i'

'

;

'

t- =bV'

2019-03-16 Jissen Women's University Library 317



i

g  
-.tt

l'i-

S'"
.

s.:". N

;il• }.; L-.

)-

Ll"

-'' "'"t .    .  ..  , s ," . .s t . . " . . . .,.t- '-ff:'tS•;r'.rY' .' '.'- . .j-..,,'.-h..$)-' ':"" " ,-''

• -  .-. .' ...1"1 .;:tlit'tL..1,..1.•.: .'' '• - ''.",.••it7:I-iii,,. ,.t;:.. ,.='

 ''  ' :,.[./1','1;'''"''. [-'U""""'?'{1:"':/I.'.,.1'1"'l'1[';' 'ti:T"'+r;.1:'I""""'''li"'/tilll.'/:.:"''"'IItl'I.. ..."""-"'

                                                     '

        Clothed was he m a garment black and red,
     And at his feet Imark'd a broken stone '
        'VVmch sent up lilies dove-like to his kne6s.
     Now at their sight my heart did burn as fiame:
        The she vorho lay beside me " Who are these ?"
     And I made answer knowing well each name,
        ` Eschylus                  first,                       the second Sophocles,
      The last (wide stream of tears!) Euripides."' .
    When Lady Windermere's Fan appeared there "'ere
many who pronounced it the wittiest play since the plays
of Sheridan• His papers on• criticismt were exquisitely
finished and fulI of a gentle wit. I remernber one which
R•,eg,a,n.{l':•g,!b,ewio,r6d,ki,`M.e.r,eikh.gs,fksr,zS,e,,gr8,:•,?•2•,g.•S,•.O

De Rrofandis. The whole spiriC of this initensely in-
terestmg posthu.mous work i's in                            this elequent passage:
     "Society, as we have constituted it, will have no place
   ,for me, has nLone to offer; but Nature, whose sweet raing
   fall on unjust and just alike, will have clefts in the recks
   where I may hiqe, and secret valleys in whose 'silence I
   rnay weep undisturbed. She will hang the night with stars
   so that I may walk abroad in the darknes's without
   stumbling, and send the wind over my footprints so .that
   none may track me to my hurt: she will cleanse, ,me tn
   great waters, and with bitter herbs makg me whole."

       . R. Y. TyRRELL.
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     Two crowned kingS; and one that stood a!one
 - With no green weight of laurels round his head,
        But with sad eyes as one uncomforted .
    And wearied with man's never-ceasing moan
     For sms that neither prayer nor priest atone,
        And sweet long lips with tears and kisses'fed.
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    graph may bo seen by some who                                have
    .if so, let me suggest to them that they get it at
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    •b• rought him to disaster, might. have prove.d himgelf
    l•to rank with the immort&ls. - .
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f

k have appearedA fool
,Cranmer written in his cell after his great refusal, and
 before the fire had purified, his outpeurings would -
 surelyhave been nearakinto Wilde's. But he redeemed '
-himself, whereas the writer of the book had no such luck.

                                               i              VOX CLAMANTISS l                                               g
 I KNEW him and admired his gifts. Most people i
 -L now recall his svit, his humour, brilliancy, hisit
 poetry, his prose, his errors, triumphs an                                      d his fall. 'g
 I most remember his great kindliness.                                      It is the3
greatest quality in man. VV'ithout it, all the talents, all ,
th.e virtues, lack somewhat; with it all errors, even l
crimes, can be condoned. Few books in anlh",e•,ah"\."hgi,.olGp.r62o,:fi,a(".g,oi,R•,r}s:.oe,,/rge.•,.aift.{.4."m,"gg.U.ril.ig.ei.e'l

in prison is sustained either by consciousness of inno- ' l
cence,.by pride, indifference, or by the thought that on g
emergmg from his malebolge, he has a home in which `4

  He had none of these to help him as he picked the
oa.kum, paced round and round the yard, stood in the
prison chapel bawling the hymng., or worst of all sat
idle in his cell in the long winter afternoons before they
light the        gas, or performed the                           dreary round of duties
svhich only those who have performed them estimate.
Some men have tamed a mouse. Others wait as a
youth waits for his sweetheart, till a robin comes tQ
the window-sill to peck at crumbs. g

  Nothing (to prisoners) can ever make the prison }
flosver ridiculous, or hackneyed, in spite of sentimental
books.

 . nye had no mouse or robin, only his soul to tame, so
sitting down he has depicted for us how it beat itself
against the bars, until at last it fought no more, and he
and it had peace. But the peace he had was not of the
kin   d those have who throw themselves into the arms of
some religion, which till then they have refused. Onlv
the peage that comes to all men when they have learneit
as he did that sun and moon and stars, the seasons,
tides, the equinoxes, the flowers and trees and Nature
}Nrill be as much theirs even in sorrow, as they ever were
in Joy. So by degrees he learned to bear it all, even
though from the outside world nothing but sorrow
came to heap the mass of sorrow growing in his
heart. His mother's death moves him to such abase-
ment that but to read it makes oneself ashamed to be
a man.
  Hardly in any literature does such a great and bitter
cry pierce to the heart, as does this anguish of the poor
soul,    dressed like a zany as he says himself, ridiculous in
grief, a clown ofsorrows, as miserable as is the plaint of
an old woman outraged by drunkards and then scorned.
Well does he say, that in most martyrdoms, to those
who heaped the logs or lit the straw, the sufferer must
                 , and withoutdignity or style. Had

    "je.
   t d7..     "  A-t" 4.vut:"T
 etpl ptYel!:':L ,."r eft..,-

"- tt' -      vsL"dw "vLl"
N w"t;-V2#
-t ;rvjas-"--."-

 rT...

            pt zal'

 ti k
i-v. -':li. -. :Nntj-E AyLvJJ( akf -;

   -ek -  L-t .

:= tv

.-

            ,Ni"# .

"eL

      ." ..Vt '2
  -N ests-

.rt tv "
us

 b .-t gu
.L."

  "-a
       r.,.
       ...e:
    -c. p-ISh V r

     b9'-  rrgF--k th eJ .-v-
p"H r--"fJ "
""Ffg vv "  -w-- t rNpt v.t- -vs

-L f .tE-

  -t f
    th"-' V Y;r-;"S N

tij; ,V  : ..E -

=

.--  -

 #btr .
 .+..tkl

`

 zof
-. Mt :1: -. -!v-t
 nl.-."u-.
  " ..-Ip"in

 S h utF
.t itv =

s
tWe "

 .L E{N!F 4c s

.vs

N

S:-=x:!,.. -.-L

ReNiev

v ".) H.H evi vt  Nij..k ft 4;-T.J ..

vpti

n

tSs -M. .

J- E
  N vr"

J

'

 
 
 
 

'

.,.'    
..s."igl`

l"'"'"":Nx..'  .

    F
   X SN   tN --
L ts #-. - tvV WNVtlt   -v -.-

--J

). -)r" f
Lt-ipW

;`':

t

c

128

-at .e  .k

t

vm-

s

.{

.eS

}•l

3 lli

ts3

"pm

yV-L e

    : h"' Nntr-

.t gt-V

  k.t ."tt-th /`sre-} rJV k -" --t aVt

) ea "t"-

-- r--

\L-
 v?tig

 x       ""

  'l  .).xk" wxi
-

ts

'

hS   le
.A ?
?# f

  i9.

  'f'

   pt rcS--d -Sg.-v /   -V
   rt-

illil

ellii

    

?itieifii

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ii'

.,,

,ilii,

'

sy•g,,ik 
 
 vH    -

 
 
 f."

lfi\..le: i"Egl9{flitwksesl.3t ts

}

t

ti

2019-03-16 Jissen Women's University Library 320



               P. "- .:,
      .ff- .-..
:.  ...: "4

        ItE3g$iXsai.ttr.lt-=.La-JY....gsuv!gliewLsfi

"

 .'L3t'X ., '
              VOX CLAMANTIS..

IK."oSiVYechaiiMi::'sdsCditVig?'ghhkSmgoifse'brlX'[iesntcy,

        his' prose, his errors, triumphs and hisp,oetry,
 I most remember his great kindliness. It is
greatest quali.ty in man. W'ithout it
th.e virtues, lack somewhat; with it all errors,
crimes, can be condoned. Few books in
trpating of prisons and of prison• life, are
with this.
in prison is sustained either by consciousness
cence,.by pride, indifference, or by tlte thought
emergtug from. his malebolgeS he has a home in
to hide himself.
  He had none of these to help him as he picked
oa.kum, paced round and round the yard, stood in
prison chapel bawling                     the hymns,' or worst of all
idle in his cell in
ligbt the gas, or performed the dreary round
whic    h only those Nvho have performed
Some men have tamed'a mouse. Others wait`
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   flower ridiculous, or hackneyed, in spite . of sentimental '

   books. `   . He had no mouse or robin, only his soul to tame, so
"!  sitting down he has depicted for us how' it beat itself

  against the bars, until at last it fought no more, and he
  and it had peace.                   But the peace he had was not of the
   kind those have who throw themselves into the arms of
 l some religion, which till then they have refused. On!v
 'the peace that comes to all men when they have learnea
 .as he did that sun and moon and stars, the seasons,
,,tides, the equinoxes, the flowers and trees and Nature
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  an old woman               outraged by drunkards and then scorned.
  Well does he say, that in most martyrdoms, to those'
  who heaped the logs or lit the straw, the sufferer must it have appeared a fool, and .yi,thout dignity or stSl-e... Hqd

iCranmer written in his cell after his great refusal, and'
'before the fire had purified, h;s outpeurings would
 surely'have been near akin to Wilde's. But he redeemed
-!.imselEt.whereas the writer of the book had no such luck
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                                                'Therefore, the charitable man, if there be such in this!
gh.epi.atii•g.O.f.dSeikf'It"fiM.CGeAii2Y;.,IR,t",itd.t.a5e..tiS,..bd09•5.g05gS

 thing that might havehappened to himself. This done g
'g'itg'ISk,:w.//gfiiig.t:p:een.tii'ir..gOgio.}e,g,Y."s.ieoffi,?i.#lg'llr:ue.,9,:wf.rg'?Ot2./,S,elni.I

 meralists. Each man can. see what he likes in it, and l
'.Og.St,.M te.i g,Mrta.\.Sfiiei:[}dgl,Y.Stge.t.O.2•iE•h.e,l.S.Pgti,OS,O.P;AkC'.ah".d,l

rnost attracts is that the point of view is still un-l
 changed.                                               {
   There was about the man a curious courage, rareri
 perhaps than that of those who rush on death (with a}

f,i.d,e,'g.i,a,lc,e.ift,,g.it,.r\,gs.tes.y6gp.)in2r.:h.oi?.xv,h.od.o,l,he.'igl

iltio.oifi,e;..Ma,Sn/.tO,m,l.8,t,lois,S.ahig.Ww,n,hgn".eh:elerd,Y,w.'e'/,,sZ.oOi,thhi.es.fi."tg,,O,agfi

his weakness, at the same time you feel his strength.
 He has a sort               of absence of what the French call
 "respect humain", such as one sees in Arabs, and
 withal a certain dignity, like a fallen angel to whom at
 times celestial music echoes still, but distantly.
, Surely he is right to say that punishment wipes out'
 the offence, for, i               f it does not, those who punish cannot
be judges, but mere torturers? i

  Right through the book reflections such as this must t
 make the Philistine, whom as he rightly says is the;
sworn foe of all repentance, wince not a little beneath

 his armour of self-righteousness. A
  Scattered about the book are flashes of his old
humour, as when he calls " La Vie de J6sus " a gospel

 by S. Thomas, or talks about an order to be founded
for all those who have no faith, and this I fain would
hope sustained him, for when all is lost, even to

 honour, it is the only stay. Perhaps it is philosophy
      manifest to rnade                 those                      brought low, and to whom
 conso!ation is denied.
   No degradation seems to have killed his love of
beauty for itself, and it is brave of him to say that heS

               is previous life. . does not regret h
  All his reflections upon Christ remind one of anl
educated pagan, who admired whllst not believing, but '

 yet are true and just, so just, one wonders why onel
 never thought              them                   for oneself. Who but himselfa
 writing in anguish in                   his cell would have written "To ,
 turn an interesting thief into a tedious honest mani
 was not his [Christ's] aim". And yet how true it is,
 for God could not deny imagination to his Son. In the
 letter which his faithfu1 friend and editor prefixes to the
 book, the writer says that "prison life makes me see
 people and things as they really are ". That is true to
 some extent as when he dwellsupon the frank contempt
 of Christ for mere material success, but that the saying is :
 but true in part he gives theproofhimself. The mystical i
ln art, in life, and nature was what he says on his re-'l

 entrance to the world shall be his goa!. Now mysticism `
 ls a temperament born in a man as are his hair or eyes,
no one can cultivate it, like faith it is a quality which i
must grow alone, and he had neither.                                  Thus it may be,
by straining after what he. had not, that he lost what,

 he had, and his expression, which was everything,

  ever retu ned to him. :
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  . IIf"There'fdi'e, th'i charitabl`e 'man, if thete be 'such in "t:his "

  "l''e"xepia"til'gnOafndSeiinf-it"fiMnClleA'iCsY;nS,t"ySrtdotilllieantiSreabdO?'tkagOa"

    thing that might havehappened to himself. This done
    "it'is a scripture for our learning. Written of course in
    .gall, with a pen made of hyssop, but truly written and
   g, as such more valuable than all the books of all the
  -. l• moralists. Each man can. see what he iikes in it, and
   :• to some it may seem mystic, to others philosophic, and

       --   t.{:ig.a,',".t2,s.e,rt,gie•,mi:gi•,a,gec,o.n,fi1iia.te'oci.b.ut,go,m,fi,wRa.l

   ) changed.
   i. There was about the man a curious courage, rarer

,.

i.gi't',e}/cr.Pi,aS,Rtxhe.a,:,t,tt.h,sa,:y:is.tep.g.S,tu,i:iÅí,,rirogrX,?h8•i"?.dxey,ah.toht`Voll,:,ReaZ•

   /l-b't.gke?M.S.iO.Ig8,ig,S.h,?w.",g'Re,s'eri.gfis.oAt,h,g,vv,eo8?

   lhwie,e,p.i,n.gk.in,,t,h,e.c,ei,ifijn,gu.c.h,aithv,ayyt.h.a;.t,hiohuig,h,?,n,e.ge,eh?

    He has a sort                   of absence of what the French call
    "respect humain", such'as one sees in Arabs, and'
    withal a certain'dignity, like a fallen angel to whom at
    times celestial music echoes still, but distantly;
   i Surely he is right to say that punishment wipes out
   . the offence, for, if it does not, those who punish cannot
    be judges, but mere torturers ?

E      Right throtigh the book reflections such as this mustwi
  -g rnake the Philistine, whom as he rightly says is the
  e-sworn foe of all repentance, wince not a little beneath
    his armour of self-righteousness.
      Scattered about the book are flashes of his old
   -humouri as when he calls " La Vie de J6suS " a gospel
   by S. Thomas, or talks about an order to be founded
   for a!1 those who have no faith, and this I fain would
   hope sustained him, for when all is lost, even to
    'honour, it "is the only stay. Perhaps it is philosophy
          manifest to    made                     those                          brought low, and to whom.
   ' conSo!ation is denied.
      No degradation seems to have killed his love of
    beauty foritself, and'it is brave of him to say that he
    does not regret his previous life.
      All his reflections upon Christ remind one of an •
    educated pagan, who admired whilst not believing, but
    yet are true and just, so just, one wonders why one
  '-l.never thought them                       for oneself. Who but himself,
    writing in anguish in his cell would have written "To
    turn an interesting thief into a tedious honest man
r'  was not his [Christ's) aim". And yet how true it is,
; k.-.E 'for God could not deny imagination to his Son. In the
  t/E; letter which h.is faithfu1 friend apd editor p                                        refixes to the
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book, the wnter says that "pnson life makes me see
people and things as they really are ". That is true to
                      wells upon the frank contemptsome extent as when he d
of.Christ for mere material b7uccess, but that the saying is
but true in part he gives theproofhimself. The mystical
"in art, in life, and nature was what he says on his re-
entrance to the world shall be his goal. Now mysticism
is a temperament born in a man as are his hair or eyes,
no one can cultivate it, like faith it is a quality which
must grow alone, and he had neither. Thus it may be
by straining after what he had not, that he                                       lost what
he had, and his'expression, which was everything,
never returned to him.
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  brings comfort teasoul in pain is better far than he
  who, himself sinless, dies without sympathy, for by
  that sin devils have fa11en to a lower depth.
    All through the book there is a vein of tenderness,
  not that false tenderness which sorrow sometimes giNes,
  but real and innate. The love of fiowers, of children,
  of the trees, the sun and moon and the stars in their
 ,courses, call to us from this crying Noice, for pardon.
 gHisjoy of life, and all the sufferings which to such a

khmi6n:.hoe,g,t.w,o,,f.e!iK.eaAz,(n,us,t,.h,aKI,eaga.'kiildi.sp,e.a,k,.f2r,

  and when we speak of him, to call him by his name,
 .to make no mystery of his fall, and to regard him as
 L a star which looking at its own reflection in some dank
 'marsh, fell down and smirched itself, and then became
  extinct ere it had time to soar aloft again.

-t R. B. CuNl lNGHAME GRAHAM.

er"t mas beautifu1 in all its misery, and worth a
 million of the dis               honest self-revelatiens of the men who
 'write about their souls as if their bodies were mere
 pillow-cases. One reads with indignation how he stood
 soaking in the rain, handcuffed and dressed in prison
 clothes, whi!st a mob jeered him at a railway station.
 Had he been twice as guilty as he was and of a serious
 crime as cheating or the like, or cruelty, human respect
 should not have been                   thus outraged, for the man con-
 demned by law is surely sacred, as we have taken from i
 him all means of defence. Judges and postmen and i
 all    public servants ought to understand that whilst
 we pay them and place our correspondence and,
 eur property, more or less in their hands, they{
 should execute their oMces with due discretion, andf"
 not allow a letter or a soul to fall into the mud,
 for fools to stamp upon, foron them may be written ,
 things more sacred than themselves. With the
 exception perhaps of Morris and of Parnell, when he svas
 alive, no one bulked greater in the public eye than Wilde,
, and when the paltry politician, even although he rest
 his boots upon the table of the House from the green
 benches of the salaried crew that forms a Government,
 is long forgotten, the unhonoured poet in his dis-
 honoured grave will be remembered, and his works
 read by every man of taste. Reading the beautifu1 but
 miserable book, some things console one, first that he
 had a friend who both in evil and good repute stood by
 him to the last. When thb poor wretch, condemned to
 hell before his time, records with tears how it consoled
him only to have received a brief salute in passing, one
thinks better of mankind, and if rewards were ever
given to desert, the faithfu1 friend has his. He who
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    fi 'The book is beautifu1 in all its misery, and worth a
     rnillion of the dis                   honest se{f-revelatiens of the men who
     'write about their souls as if their bodies were mere
     pillow-cases. One reads with indignation how he steod '
     soaking in the rain, handcuffed and dressed in prison
     clothes, whilst a mob jeered him at a railway station. ,
     Had he been twice as guilty as he was and ofa serious i a
     crime as cheating or the like; or cruelty, human respect •
    should not have been                        thus outraged, forthe man con-;.
. demned by law is surely sacred, as we have taken froml
    him all means of defence. Judges and postmen arid l.
    all pubKc servants ought to understand that whilst '''
     we pay them and place our correspondence andI
     our property, more or less in their hands, they`i'
     should execute their oMces with due discretion, and i
    -aot.Tallow a letter or a soul to fall into the mud,
     for fools to stamp upon, for on them may be written
     things more sacred than themselves. With the"
          .     exception perhaps of Morris and of Parnell, when he svas :
     alive, no one bulked greater in the public eye than Wilde,
   , and when the paltry politician, even although he rest
    his boots upon the table of the House from the green'
    benches of the salaried crew that forms a Government, , e4::
    is long forgotten,'the unhonoured poet in his dis-
    honoured grave will be remembered, and his works
    read by every man of taste. Reading the beautifu1 but
    miserable book, some things console one, first that her
    had a friend who both in evil and good repute stood by
    him to the last. When thb poor wretch, condemned to
Ji'- hell before his time, records with tears how it consoled
 . him only to have received a brief salute in passing, one
   '.thinks better of mankind, and if rewards were ever ,
    given to desert, the faithfu1 friend has his. He who i
    brings comfort 'to a soul in pain is better far 'than he
    who,         himself sinless, dies svithout sympathy, for by
   .that sin devils have fallen to a lower depth.
      All through the book there is a vein of tenderness,
   i'not that false tenderness which sorrow sometimes gives,
   ,but real and innate. The love of flowers, of children, i
    of the trees, the sun and moon and the stars in their
   g• courses, call to us from this crying voice, for pardon.

   fi Hisjoy of life, and all the sufferings wljich to such a
  k,mihn:.ho,s,g,t.w,o,,f.eVi.y,eaAs.,Åqn,u.s,t,.h,a{fi•,e:8a.iZ,edi.sp,e.a,k,.fo.r,t

   gand when we speak of him, to call him by his name, i
   !to make no mystery of his fall, and to regard him as
   " a star which looking at its own reflection in some dank
   ' rnarsh, fell down and smirched itself, and then became l
   t, extinct ere it had time to soar aloft again. ,.
   t: R. B. CuNNINGHAME GRAHAM.
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     1 To the Editor of the SATuRDAy
    ..,S.i,R.'.--,gLX'g,9,g'ttP,?JiM,Pa,t,h.Y.ai,l.g,,M,Au

     me to have' omitted to mention the
    ] point in the book. Perhaps, indeed,
  ' deliberately as a thing too
  - -t AndY
    . memery of this revelation of a
     Oscar Wilde discovered, a
     something hitherto hidden
     Ltreasure in a field"`---Humility. It
     SsUeeffme/rntgo me to be most significant and

  ..,ti.tY,fO.'..a".a,tUh'.eSr"eaCRs23thathis '

    ' i" without meaning ",
     Lpart of his mental ands
 -. ihw

   ""- Mr.Cunninghame
   .," him
 ."t unchanged". This is in a sense true.
 '" was an individualist to the last.
u ". was "the only
      al1". Butgrantmg .

' !Pso.ugSl%u,t•.xu,ge•}y,;hs,l8p,o,inaiec,v.'xw,

''`' ..f .'
fi82d,-lll,ai"iY,,Ot.h,"g,?fegi,O".,O,fdh•,iriSt.ig.,

   .,k" less and sensual ease . . . . I forgat
  t4' 2)r

   '• and that therefore what one has dope
   i' chamber one has some day to cry
   '` house-top. I ceased to. be lord

L.IJI,ft.'8,O,t,.be.,de.,P//igagg.Pii,e6tO,.dT.t;IR.i;,ai,g,is,M,oeniy'

  .' appears in no other of his works.
' .. thatOscarWilde,

      so much, could write " the external
  .L to me new of no importanoe at ail."?.
  ' ,.' "hgsLpepunÅ}eqted-Cro-m-- himmtbe
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                                 REvlEw. 'ir
                                            lj
                                 Cunninghame
                                 yet seems to
                               most significant
                              he has omitted it
                      painfu! oa which to dw.ell•
    et for the reader it will remain the most haunting i
                          man's soul. In prison
                     nct in this volume he reveals
                      away in his nature ".like a
                               needed                                     po1gnant
       to deveiop this trait in his charaifiBesrt, apnodwlll }ati

in the volume is the realisation by Wilde of the neces-
                                  e fiery ordeal.                    his undergoing th
                            sufferlngs were not
                  that they constituted a necessary
                     piritual development, he was
freedfromanybittern &si.ho.fAee,i,i.n,g,,agha.i"tS.t"h.e,gt2;5d,'t,,

    most in the book is that the " point of view is still
                                  Oscar Wilde
                             To him expression
            mode under which he can conceive life at
                that his nature remained unchanggd
                               "ef the man in
                               from that mani-
                           existence. When he
                                 spells of sense-
                                that every little
action of the common day makes or UnMa ljneS tChhearsaeCcterert'

                                 aloud on the
                               over myself. I
                                 . . I ended in
                                 one thing for
                             struck a note that
                                           .                             Who could imagine
                to whom visible things meant always
                              things of life seem
                                 Or vvho would
                         confession "Terrible as

..] J-.; ,' what the world did to me, what I did te myself was
 more terrible still"? "Sorrow", says Dante, "re-
                ", and it was through sorrow that marries us te God
 Oscar Wilde, at the time of writing at least, entered
           ew Life ". "There are times ", he wrote, Y`P{2getnhes`o`rNtow seems to me to be the oniy truth•

 9/,t,he.',:lhian,g.s,ge,.ay,e,e.ii.iu.s,io.ni,o&8h,e,e,y,e.2gEt,h,e,.2pg.el

                                         birth                                      the of sorrow have the worlds been built, and at
 ofa child or a star there is pain". Surely here as

gheE?d",g.ho.\t,\h&.b,o,ok.t.h,2,re,a,.d,eEa,figu.ai6n,t,eg,,w.i;,h,.O..s,cg;

 ?,h.ain,ff.eS,EdhHi,e.R.2dd.if"d.ee.d,,hpa,s,i?.e..hgg.lsffei,f,.admitted,

                   Yours truly,
                       A. E. MANN!NG-FasTERu
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              =DE PROFUNbYg.'

 l To the Editor of the SATuRDAy REvlEWe
 f'   SiR,----Alive with sympathy as is Mr. Cunninghame
 Graham's notice of " De Profundis ", he yet seems to ,
 me to have' omitted to mention the• most significant,
                  Perhaps, indeed, he has omitted it •.!///?iidi.lt/l'3.l•t//hi,/G,3b,ÅéO,{1:fii.1,i•,/i,i.\•k'gar,in'.,"tsi".#•'Sh/X,,e.X,C..hst,ifa/g",W',gil"i,g//11i,

 ,s,o,m..eg\LnE•.hlith,e,r,t,o••tedfitn.,a,t,,a.yin,,hi:,n.a,t,u,reab'i/rk.e..{l'l

 gGu.ff.e/rn,g.:ho,d,e.ve,i.op.t.h,i,s,t,r,aA,i,n.h.'Lsxh.a,'a.'t.e,",'a,".d.lgl}atii•'...v..,....

                                       the neces- 'in the volume is the realisation by Wilde of
 iSsi8',`O.'..a".a,t"hr."S,g.CR•.23htihS."t"dheigg,O.i"ffg.ih.egfi,eQY.O,.rde.a.ii -.:.".,.{•'

                                     -  what the world did to mb, what 1 did to
  more terrible stlll"? "Sorrow", says Dante, "
   marries us te God ", and it was through sorrow
';:tkS.8n:ZtRWe,tilg."watk$,gge.•kt.ieg`s.{gw,2"88':,g,,eg,t,ee.,sji,

  I'tOit`,he.',lihia"tg.SbT/.a'dehe,i'S".S,iO."idOgi8hgeteh'.e.2get,h,eb.t

                                         the   of sorrow have the worids been built, and at
  'rofa child or a star, there is pain". Surely here
  ;! throughout
  i Wilde's other work must detect
            He had indeed, as he him$elf  , C"hcalneffneSsbd his mind of rnuch perilous stuff "•

  tr Yours truly,  ' A,. E. MANNrNG-FosTERi

                          myself was'i,
                                 re. }
                                that l
                             entered i
                           he wrote, i
                              truth. •,
                               appe., t
                                 outa
                               birth:
                                  as'l
the book the reader acquainted with Oscar i
                 the most significant of ,
                            admitted,
                                    .ri
                                    -,-1                                    l
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        THE LEGACY OF OSCAR WILDE.f

                   . dt.-m. , E"er
                     The world is wides .
                 Bnt fettexed limbs go lame!
               And ance, or twico, to tiuaw.the.diBe -=- sct - • r--•tsl

                 Is a gentlemanly game,
               But he does not win who plays with Sin
                 In the secret house of .g.hame.
                                 s`Ballad of Reading Gaol•'i s

                         ..,,.,.... ,i S
   Few indeed are the litffrary documents which can compare' irt"g
                                                     .sadness with this last legac" y of the most unfortunate man of g'eniuS

of the'nineteenth eentury. It is a sadder b(xjk than even its prer
decessor, from which the lirres which head this artiele are taken, and i
W,:.t.?r'"fiD'fiYp,I:,."a.:";gjlt.S.52'Pd.S,,V,{IP.",.a".a•kO.bcr,et.'?P'T,'2Wg:i,M.dOrgl./i,i,':r,{,,.,,

Readin.tr Gaol " some m.onths later, when its author had regrained his'l "4 ' -
liberty• There is a nameless, incommunicable taint about the first- g
named book, a whiff of prison air seems te have breathed over its il

                                                 heart of ipages, the rust of the prison bars had eaten into the very ,
the writer. It is, from end to end, acry 6f self-Pity, natural enough '
i,,6"yedilg,e,a.d,f,\AtrrC"NM.S.ta,nhC.e,Sl"eh.VV,'hl';eh,l`.W,,aiS,glllZ'tt.en,6.llYt,i.nebX,I.l.rfeSa .,..SLIrl'i

 while ago, a poignant actuality,shas ifaded into t-he hackgrQund .gf
 history, and that the brilliant and erra.tic protagonist of the                                                   tragrC l

:t.?g,',gk'Zt.,'".S,,i".h,'iS,gGaX.einLtj:}g,Y.betig}{aigm.l%eiSl,i3h#t{k,O.SC•a,,r.ttpm

crustean law, wfiich takee, no count'of'such things as.social pogitign, :,

                                               peculiaritieS e.I:/fiis,o,ma,i,.iiddi.osi2:.ra,s,gi.cxli:u.fei.,a,n,d.t.h,f,/".po"d.re,d,.9the•,r",.,...,.

,,ge
,g:.iem,fl;p'",ft,?c,\oAlag.•,a,g}{ftn..Qf.{.ieniStg,J•i/t,te.itt.;h,e,,,p.ub.igC,,Et.q.Qd..,i.",'

'
him nothing, or rather, tended directly to pts moxa complete un-

        Had he been a cornmon and erdinary criminal he would, by doing.
 the mere force of pubiic indiffefrence regarding hini, have.receiv.ed

 fairer treatmenk The sentenee under which:he suffered svas vm.
 dictively heavy, the manncr iru which his cas'e was pre-judgtid try kT';pt- -•
'gfigtig'gm,,po,if.e,Il•1,:•l,h%rg.a,ns..opm•,u,bil'g.?lliilllg.ll.Walil,a,fl.ag,;.an,t.Od"';.ftIi,g,O.nf

 the case were suraciently dammatery.; therG was little need for

 gratuitous mud".thrawing. .. , ,. ,. . . -l
              r -.jALtksrt:la. -ltsJ-t-t tt =t .-t-tlt -v -YH ' e-t' :ri
                         "i-- ;'t'- " 's'                         `U;';".i-ili.'k.},.,.,. ...,"l`$$•;.:'-'-.'r" i
                          .t 'nw -".'.. .),-t"t l" " ..t'H =. .yho i.i:?tt".
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LEGACY OF OSCAR WILDE-
  - tmm--
       The world is wides. .
   But fettered limbs go lame!
 And ance, or twico, to threw.the diLe ... -ks

   Is a gentlemanly game,
 But he does not win who plays with Sin
   In the secret house of Shame.

L

S`Ballad of Reading Gaol.'i

 '

-

sLLr.
'

ili

   Few indeed are the litffrary documents which can comparti irtfi
sadness with this last legacy of the rnost unfortunate man of geniu$.s

of the'nineteenth century. It is a sadder book than even its pr
decessor, from which the lines which head this article are taken an
that principally because it stands upon an altogether Iower rneral

.

plane. "De Profundis" vv'as writtenm prison; "The Ballad ef-
Reading Gaol " sorne m.onths latcr, when its author had regrained his g
liberty. There is a nameless, incommunicable taint about the first-
named book, a whiff of prison air seems to have breathed over its
pages, the rust of the prison bars had eaten nto the verv heart of st
the writer. It is, from end to end, acry 6f self-pi.ty, natural enough
in the dreadfu! ctrcumstances m vL,h!ch it was written but inexpres,
$ibly distressmg Now that what was, a's it seerns only so brief a';
while ago, a poignant actuality, has Saded mte the background nf..q

       and that the brilliant and erratic protagonist of the tragic'h siirg,:.{,gzt.,res.,;,m.h,is,gaagg;.i,t,:fe,y.be.g,a,dm.,itte.d.t,h,gt,.,O.sc.a,,..W,i;d.eag

 rustean !aw, wfiick takee, no cbunt"of"such things as social pogition,

,pe
.g,s,o,"aa,c'S,i.oslli:",.r?s,gk,cll:tw,ei.fi",d.kh.,?,h.uil[;gred,,.gthe.r,.pe,(l;iiielrsgeg•

'"dge
,Il:edieMt?l'i,,ll,iC.h,OASa.'.'hadllil'ai.".t.Qf.[id!}"i"S,l',lfh."it.t,htilgtipa.b,,i.gC,k$tll!.3g.ii'."j

 um nathing, or rather, tended directly to iis more complete un-
        Had he been a ccmmon and cNrdinary criminal he would by1 doing
ge"the rnere force of puhlic indifference regarding him, have received
Eliff•.rr,:•I5.,W"hatm,..e,",t',,.Th.e.S.enhet,en,c.e&",d,.g:ff,h.'c.h.g2e.s.u,ffe,r,ed.j.y6ags.vi,rt,'

trijs,fiEtti",,po,\lililllF,?i:,1%'g.a,ns..opm•,",bljg.?gi.'lgi.vvaacflAgF.a"g.?xt;.a.g,e,o.n,g

 the case were suMciently damnato(y. therc wa;.$ littla need for

 gratu"itous mud..throwmg
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