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  fundis " may be regarded as

 people to whom the who!e wbrld is as a
  was one of them. He was his own
 he posed behind the foot-iights of his
 was his own claque, and his own most
 quaintance of mine,
 said, while Wilde was yet in prison•,
 that, however poignantly he might
 pleasure in the faet of his own deg.
 on any individual passage in "De
 utterance, but it is borne out
 most strongly by those pages which, at
 finally to contradict it. Wilde was a
 seems, as lt were, to hava got outside
 own sensations. He suffered horribly,
 was at moments so strong as to oonquer
 mQod of introspection, the
 sensations, always returned.
 which shows him at his best is the

   . Everything about my tragedy has
  m style;-our very dress makes us grotesgue.
  We are clowns whose hearts are broken.
  appeal to the sense of humour. On
  here irem Loucien. From two o'clock till
  lo stand on the centre platiorm of Clapham
            "for the world to look at. ! had  handcuffed,
  ward without a moment's notice being given
  or was the most grotesque. ut When people savi
  es it came up                     the audienee.              swelled
  'That was, of course, before they knew who
  been informed they laughed still m.ore. For
  the grey Novernber rain surrounded by a '
      For a year atter that was dorre to me I
  hour and for the same space of time. um That
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 remarkable exemplifica-
              There are
       and Oscar Wilde
    his Qwn star actor,
  self•consciousness. heS
dulgent critic. An ac-=.g

  he was perfectly sure
he would find a sabtle

 I cannot lay my finger
       to illustrate tfiat
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    "Character,"saidSchopenhauer, isindeliblc and- DePag
 fundis may be regarded as one of the most remarkable exemplifica-

` tiens of that great truth ever written by the hand ef ma•n. The're ar
' people to whom the who!e wbrld is as' a stage-play, and Oscaf Wild
I was one of them. He was his own dramatist, his own star actor'
 he pesed behind the foot-1ights of his (ysvn self-consciousness. h''
,was his own claque, and hls own most indulgent cntic. An ac
f. quaintance of mine who was for some years his close personal friend--•
: said, wh;le Wilde was yet in prison, that he was perfectly sur
t that, however peignantly he might suffer, he would find a sitbtle '
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; pleasure in the faet of his own dagradation. I cannot lay my-finger
" on any individual passag,e in " De Profundis'" tQ illustrate tfiat
7. utterance, but it is borne out by the book as a whole, an'd borne out
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 seems, as it,were, to hava got outside himself to:•contempla.te-•his'..
 own sensations. He suffered horribly, no doubt, and his angvish,,
 was at moments so strong as to conauer his dilettantism'. But. the':
 mQod of introspection the tridk Qf examinmg and dissecting hiS' Q, "'
 sensat!ons always returned. Perhaps the passage of,the entire book,,

 which shows him at his best is the following - '
     Everything about my tragedy has been hideQus, mean, repellent, lackingY•
  m style;iour .very. dress makes us grotesque. We aJe the zames of sorrow.',
  We are clowns whose hearts are broken.• We-are sPecially.-deSigoe'd-.t''•
  appea1 to the sense of humour On November 13, 1895, was brought dowzai'
  here      froni Loudon. From two o'clock till half•Past' two'on that day had
  lo stand ott the centre platform of Ciapham Junction in copvict dress, and,•
            for the world to' look at. had been taken out of the hospitai'  handcuffed,
  Nvard without•a mQrr!ent?s notice bei'ng' given te me,.- xOf 'all• Pessible objects•
  a was the most grotesque. di When people saw me tli'e'y saughed. Each tramu'
  as it came up swelled the audience. Nothing could exeeed their amusement.,'
  'That was, of course, before thBy knew who -ras. Ag socm as they hadl
  been      informed              they                  laughed still in.ore. For half an hour stood there m.i
  the grey NoVernbct rain surrounded' by a 'jeenrt{";xrnob..
     For a'year after that was done'to me wept every day at the $time('
  hour and. for, the same space o.F time.''' That is not such a tragic thing a$.
  possibly it sounds to you. To these who are m pnson tears are a part of''
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,I2/\.i2C;'""teei•,s`s.gti/?g,,'ii.i,$se'rgidk•I.$ll,/kl/G•/R,.i'/ii'slha,dr,1.zetliadli,/.h•i,Åí.i,hit/la'til,iliii,,jth,re,e•'!fusigtr$'t,"W.a/Yhi.ISsg:tSxulx,,E

g.#.k"mk;.W.,s"./ .is//hhi

,i

ebS,x,a./retX ,' tP/?s":tgg"sieP.:h,sall'l,/kagt,g,tsi,,:.':el.geefioS,tt.',i:t:•,e,'ff's,'i.tililyt'hi.tiiikrn.5ti,Y.,

                   in the smgie hud, and the low ground nest of thesprmg may
•lark rnay Meld thQ ]Qy that :s to herald the feet of many rose•red d
SQ pethaps IK(hatEyver beauty.of life still remains to me is contained ingsll;Pl le'

,rnM,i{M'tis;psQ'f.sSlilgd.rr,g,tLd,,.Stt'.,,a}?'tjli.IlegM,oeetbyanodwnhilS?,\'.i'"i&o1dn,g2n,;.a,t,apt\.gate•

, . :"•:'i;'E,.•,i, t'.,g-.v.;'.k.t.-.t',..• .L . 1'ti'lt • . "'•,.s' .. . "`"'+';.'E:"• .-[n'.ll'.' sti' 'i"l".,.v...J

1,l," ;1'•- 'g :"

-- tt"t.t

.

,L

't-
1.."

;::,.

 r :"---'

- "t'?'

nyasun
 "-   ..-

    

  t 
 
 
i'

     1}ii'

    
,:.l' l     

1[.'li

.

Ii--/=111  r'  
 'i'tt i'

;
L

f ̀ •// •=si•
 -tl-i--

'ts.•]:

-r
rtl

L- L. -Nli

$ua--
'-  '" t'

      .. :"-,:. .-
 L '.-'t=t -- '-.t
   :t t. -r t: tt tht tit :..
   .` "ltil};ti-li L•-"-

   ,r' ,..

 ''= r' :W 'vfit .
.
. ' .S,' ',.` ..- t v.

  '.- .- . 1"' '.. t. e-
   "f ':"""t' ' '

    '

      t' ' '" '
h .t" tWYJ.tr .t-t t

.fi,-'r.,,. "": ' "'' "

J.'Ni"- .,x'-  -

. . . --. ub, .-

     -.A.

i.-p.Ll.'s;li ,-`."u..ttL is.'

 a
i'"f't'

  -', t/ .F'

 . .fy `J

 ,ILhl-;.;;
, 'ri :,I2;":,/:.

 4N "t :N'

-' 1--

 
 
 
 ;

 
'

tt
ek    .t

 
 
 
 
T

 'i''""'

          :; :••

        tt '        .t. -  tt tt           '  ' ' -t tt. . . t tt.t t ttt t t' 't Jt .-- t. t- ..t .-
 -.-A-t ..t .. . -. --t .. ,.tl 'u;t .' 1:--=r' -'i' ' '

    '[" ' ;t' '" '"

!1?,;•, --
 "'t[l.-t" tt. 't

 "t -"' -t' - '-: '')
 tV' J.I ..'s l..' ..,'" .. s .' ' '

   tt. -;' :' f• S'f ,., "- '" " '' " : '

    ••,t'.J='- "r ..-i..,,'..:.;

           n '-/ . 'ttt' ,

  1 - .i.'. .l/ -Lk

 ' ''" t'' -t"- ';lt- tt'' 't' '''
    ', ' '..it' S""--Sk.-crv .' .1 '.)- r -'..
'-

g•';•,/•".l}i.i';r•2` ;.llil. ;-, It,r-;.Tskii''ifr.-.•••;-.•:•;' .-

-=:' i/XH.J• r:,.tt.':'ii .' .dttl.:;•..•.,i..Ir"'i. 1, '. .•

 .-..; .J••''lN:Il-ltkr.ii/ixte3i/tr/i.l-C-r.'.•:'

"'' ": ,N/ ' ;' .... 'g,['!1 .'.Li?:..i.-..., -. .=

....,J
g.E.Fl,ir,,it',l"I/il'irl.'.i'l ilil,{".i,•:-iil V -

 t 't /-its:tt;t " J . t.t t- .!L

                -iV• Xt,-•   . " 'L 'L'`:"L lli'L',";1

          .- ".- t.
                 'g
                -'r.'   " t.L.

2019-03-16 Jissen Women's University Library 331



•lr-"-

t}- "

.J
,1

s

'

-vpm
'IZ

 "-  ..KtL.- I' ; 'Irl..t
ll

11er

.s-

)t

i:-

t-s--Lr

11i/

;

=

s

.

g
,//i

.rv

'k

ilt

I

)9; c "-
-c

rr  
.loL

L

xNuNM ;tiasti
")"t---ietE5"fibtst tw-eb-t" "AL gM s
v is-hr pa""- e- HJtk". # 'b
lb.u"--- --LtL7u)N swCrLi --4-- )

' ! N!E,.st!pti,paM!!

,,iilkii

l•

jieii

,r

lg7

 t 1-

ms

iiF/il- 1/ts

c$

s

i'rg !fs

igl

il

pii

,ie

f

kiS,,

I't

t'}
Åq

lXN

i}Y
tt

SL

S ksc'

k3•

 'i

"
t5Y

/Ltl

'i,L'"'
n"'"

il'

$13
lll/

,,,3il;'i

/lll

"iNE.i, s
1

t

.s

' - ' i.. N" -"  k:
 -U" }e';t'.L'-

  "-s ".:-{"x '
i' NtL-2:"N`

      'vbotr".r:y'"s
.-e- -rf L"-4 tr) -'

        .. - sa l- --

f

-
.

trs

.Iktty:;

  g,pt"-

  \,•

 -tle
  S

-b.

    -" .--

.s-Nkhe"

f:.-a b"L'- .tL

1""" "
),,g}

)'at

      f-"el
 "tr vLry.v 4 v
rt v.- tt s 4

yJ
u

,- . :-"

'

;

 kvs7Jt

v) )L -

-vY}- --

E:;tas}"kLe

" sS

1

t'

,i'

.

)i

y.-

/1

H

  
'

a

it

Ks

.

  N a?

  .Y1
  f'

   .
-S }tX-l--' i
 :-l;
" i't

"-

"

'' r
."

'/L:  
;.

  "

/g.'.'

'i. il

"

i•l'"""1"/l'    .tt

p

'

L

-

h

'

t

T

iL21e"

i

-'cJ` .

:vi 1

,

 s;

l
i-:    .t;     

 .11.

     

 -it

'i     i6'J

z/L/il;  M:

.,lj ,i.S            .    ..   

T/'h s;s"JKt

          t'

    
'1

c
,.,`s ,:

."
'

i'L;1        ..i

 
 
 

         

Ii

,..:,`}iE•`       .':        .i"iiii i.ii/'

-

.

  

t
iLillll"b[i    h    .

-
ts

"k

-

"

l,'l11'

ti:-  d-",ui.

" .ttv,••tk

.-k/'i,tl        tL-

t)

tk

                                     ,. and poet, wha snf.
  fered so h61iliTbiE"45ni{h-li{infiTiRllti'Elionh, is not the real gist of the ma.tter•

r,",S.d,.h.e,,tl;,Ii.",eeX9SV,SB,,?06:".g,p,g,.rn,oikg'".ts,ge.c,tgaesg.f,o.",t.e.M.?ii/ille'fi'

,aS gross- Such a gratuitous and purposeless degradation as that he
gdesÅëribes sheuld net be possible, and is an• indelible disgrace vn .thst

"authorities who petmit it. •
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    The passage citbd above, though perhape thb indst paignarft in th6
ljbook, is by no ,means the only one in which, ,under.the sting of
 suffering, Wilde wrote just and memorable things. No man could
 Wrlt9 of such experiences as those he endured without frequentiy,
ptrikmg the.right:note. But there are parts of the boQk whtcti are
fta'nkly insuffera51e. rvlany pages are occupied by a ' disquisition
en the character and influence of Christ. The followin.cr passage maY

be taken asasamp.!e :---- -'-
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  "al"ettantism gone mad. Wilde, ip common w{tktriei)ltSgt,-h" theughtfur
  •and instrtrcted.peeptir oE his generation3 was an+iAget)Stiek I de ngst
  ' say that the terribie experiences he underwent should necessarily
  have convinced him of the Godhead of Christ, but I do say that, sinca
 . he felt impelled to write at all about the most beautiful Persomality

'  gthat ever blessed earth, he might have written, not merely with more

 kzeverence, but witht more understanding. That Christ, in' comrnopt
 }- with other dominan•t personalities,                              is a fit                                    6ubject for artistic treat.
 11 rnent, is not merely true-it is atruism. He has.under,g,ioi ne artistic

           at the                      of many great                 hands                                   poets-notabÅ}ly                                               Mi1ton  treatment                                                     andi
  Elizabeth Barrett Browning--•and the beauty and pity of Hfs charaÅërt
  ter •vvill never fail to attract the artist. But a mani ire the conditions
  occupied by OseariWilde at the moment he w•rote the passage I fiava
  quoted should either have left such a personality alQne, or -have
 ,treated it in another fashSon. To the prisoner and the captive"
 l Åéhrist----"the benignant elder brother of al! suffering men"---should be}

 , sommhiag other than a puppet on whlcke to hapg fes!?fÅrQns of rhetoriÅë3
 itlt is rather sin.gular that a mani of Wilde'si keen•. sense ,of tiumourt

. should not have seen how •utterly absurd was•the' pdseiin which he
 "framed this larnentable passage, which is, in 'Spiril'andi iirv essence,
 e,.'se fiat a" corrtradipticmt of the bragga'rt proclarn4tiva with which the
 gevolume open$. ".I find," he writcs, " somewherÅë h•jpaeh av"ay ltv

 i-my nature somahing that mils me tbat nothing i;n the whole world
 ij'is meani,ngless,'vand suffering 1east of all• That sorriethin.or hi'ddeR

 S' a."W9.\. }P- IPYt .g9.!Yf4ets! like a .treasure in a figld"s Humiltty" , "
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 igef criminaa life did veritably, I can but think, Ghake him eut-of fi}si
 geotherWise pcermanent mocKitof self.admiration,.arid.in .writin'g 'bif thAa
 L agopty.of -a fetlew.Åé. .reature he was sti-rredi to the depths of his belng.
  It was not of Christ as aE) objed'of.`"art "' that bo was thinking'•
 -" yvlien, he svrgre ths premultimate verses of that tcrribie and lurid pcemqe
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 sAndN every human heart that breaks
    In prison cell er yard, v k
 "'is ,es that breken ,bex that gave i
  , Its treasure to the Lerd, t.- .i r
 )etad fi11ed the unclean lepefs hou3e .;" ..:',""
    rWith the sCent Qf,cost!iest narct. ''it

- ,eU;! happy they wnose hearts can ,break if
 ". And peace and pardon win! ,
 li6w else may man •make straight hisc'plan
tt And cleanse his soul ffom sin?

 'ti6w else but through a broken heart ' '
 . May Lord Christ enter in?

 And he of the $wollep purple thloat,
   •And the stark and $taring eyes, .
 Waits for the holy hands that took
    The thief to P,aradise; •
 Atid a broken and a eonuite heart
    The Lord will not despise. '
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 ;td"ettantism gone mad. Wilde, i,n common with mpst thoughtfulE'g.-
  and instrtrcted.peopte of bis generation, gras an',JAgnwh. I de noti g,

 .say that the terrible experiences he tmderwent should necessariiy l
 , have convinced him of the Godhead of Christ, but ! do saythat, sinca {
 g he felt impelled to write at all about the' most beautiful Perscmality p.
gl that ever blessed earth, he might have written, not mere!y with more 11

 tesAerence, but witht more understanding. That Christ, in' commonf .S•kwith other dominan•t personalities, is a fit subject for' artistic treat. i

h• -trnent} is not merely true--.-it is atruism. He has.under.gtione artistia '
 :f,treatment at the hands of rnany great poets---notably MSIton andi t"
 f Elizabeth Barrett Browning---and the beauty• and pity of His' eharac. Ji,•

 ',''ter wiLl never fail to attract the artist. BJit a man iirb the conditions 'E-'

                                  . t-l' occupied by Oscar•Wi•lde at. the moment he w•rote the ,passage I heva ti" "
l/erUea'1ededt?'ll`ltYnidaXojlhehehafagXigfiitS\3h:t#e?Iifi1scso'"n%'l`Y;nti9ehee'2XifttevU'2.i'i

k' IChrist--"the benignant elder brother of al! suffering mbnl'--should 'bG '/4'
S,i9E,et.h;,"i,St.hi:f,.th.ig,Pa,hg",P.pe.t.O.a':,h:wCkeiig.tsgP,g6gfXflilll•l:-.2S,O.f,r,he•t..O.rke/i.-lll'

Xishould fnot have seen how •utberly absurd whs•thiei paSei`!lin which he IL

 ',franied this larnentabae passagne, which is, in -Spiri#'artS.i iini essence,-
 L-' fiat- a'r cotttradic. tion of the bra.crga'rt proclam4tiull• 'vvith which the

 lyolume operts. " I find," he wribes, " somewhere h-jca. efi av"ay in
gMi,'Y.n.a.t."ii.:l,i,O,llll,P,.h.':g,Ghffa.\i.ta.'.iieaM,e,t.hf"t.iePthillig.,i'h.tlllg,S,vr.h.O,iet.,'e,r,ig,!
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               "t-g}. WilCte was essentia11y a poseu•r, andi iti is always diMcu{t 'tQ saY l
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W othing betbez--laÅëking in " De Prefu,ndis•" 'I?he suprerne tras.redy l•
 i•pf criminal life dkr veritably, I can but thin'k, shake'•- him out:ef fiis
gbtberwise perman,ent moodvof seIf-admiration,.an'd..in'.`w'r'-itin'gl+Gf tbfie'

 l.ago. "y.of..-a fcl.low.rcreature he was •sti•rredr to the depths of his being., ,,

 s.I't was not of enrist as.an obiedr of.`"art "' that he was thinkingE• ..
 ', he,ni he svrQ"ta ttbee pÅíxiultimate verses of that berribie and lurid• poem.e
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  tem Qf pumshment.                      The offence for which
    .  writer of "De Profundis" was condemned
  ture is gne Shat we may diagnose and judge as we
  should a disease; and'then with scientific
  and with humane care, we should isolate and
  t,h.e,{2tGf,pt.gor.t.h,e.//:fgp.,og.I}'g,n,a.t.u,r.ag,ill:•,

        cruelty on the sufferer than we should  tesque
  smal!pox er typhoid patient. Over and over
  !he.re eccur passages in the book which denote
  msi$tent symptorns of a sick soul; and' in
  than ane instance scattered through the exquisite
  prose there ate                subtle symptoms                               of mental
  rioration, the effect o                    f the combined physical
, !al, and meral torture to which prisQn routine
 :Jected him---a tu!ture which in the case of coarser
Xand less highly developed natures, too eften

.'  -to    thc pauper IKAatic asylum. A]l wamen
, read this book, for it wiR help them in the

.kn,g..u,p,o.f,ISIxefi:•,g?.nsw,?,nd,t',n.th,e.ii.u.n,,d.e,zst,an.,di?,g,,gS..

ÅrIPig.Sth,ha,9P"st'iOlIIgr,,lld'gir.",ga,Eko,e3•i.a,n,"•,.s",g',gr,n.e

r. shbuld study it, for it is written in the life-blood of
: a prisoner broken on the dailyt "rheel Df
. which can only make for hardness Qr destruction,
  never for healthy regeneration and nermal
  ing of !ife. I must confine myself to one
. tion: "The poor are wiser, mere                               charitable
'  kind, more sensitive, than we are, In their
s prison is a tragedy in a mast'bbe life, a rnisfortune,
                                  sympathy=casyalty, something that calls                              for
rx others, 'Shey speak Gf gne who is in prison
                                    the,-oNe who i$`in trouble'simply. It is
sthey always use, and the expressiob.has the

 , fect wisdom of Iove in it. VSTith .people of our
      it is different. With us prison                                 makesyi rank
:. a. pariah. I, and such asIam, have hardly
"ttright te air and sun• -                        Our presence talnts
.pleasures of others. We are unwelcome when
,,ilt' Se.a,Pg.e,arli,.TO`6kV,iSCt.,tyhe,hgllidm,,P.ses.,o,f,t.hfi.moQn

rsc.2.T,ko3x.i{%eay,gih,Es,sli,lh.,}u,m.,ft•fs'tgkrg.Rgo5•,?fr

':':We are'denied the one thing that might
l,Sg.d,,k,e:R,"$•,5h,a.",ge{g,h.',b.'.i,ng,.b,a.i:.,tg.th.g,bruised

.1 are in the book thrce allusion$ to women
/r•?,o.t,he.ri,1:l},e,,,h,g.2•,C,kn,O,st.ed.g,gSkiXtdrO.V.edtO,,-.,i,".

 Eand a noble weman friend, "whose sympathy
 -noble kindnessli, both before and since the tragedy
  of my imprisonment, have been beyond power and
 hde$cription." Sorrow and suffering                                 made
 ,;brating artist soul understand the compeninaf
 Yferces of poverty and of wornanhood, and put
  his heart the hidden meaning of the fact that
 -the birth ef a child, or a star, there is pain.
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              Profundis" was condemned to tor-
, that we may diagnose and judge as we;
" disease; and then with scientific skill,'
if" care, we should                               isolate and tendi-
g the term of his natural life. But-
l more wreak social revenge and gro.."
gi the sufferer than we should on a#-
etShM,a,LIP,O,X..O,' tYPhOid pia.titehn.t• Ove{; and over again-
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   .. passages book hich denote th
 stnsistent symptoms of a sick soul; and in more.
 ' than one instance scattered through the exquisite
 E prose tbere are                 subtle $ymptoms of mental                                          dete- --
 " rioration, the effect of the combined physical, men--
 .!al, and moral terture to which prisQn routine sub-l
 ' Jected him--a t(}rture which in                             the case ef coarserc
•  and less highly developed natures, teo often leads'-"
  to the pauper IHAatic asylum. All wamen shou!d--
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 Nwhich can only make for hardness or destruction,
 ts." n. ever fo.r healthy regeneration and nermal renew-
 geing of life. I must confine !nyself to one quotad• .

ff,/;iO'n"dl`inTo\eePseOnOsrit?'vree,WtiisSaen"wMeOraereEhairitatbh'eeir296'$-.
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                        Our presence taints the-  right te air and sun.  'pleasures of others. We are unwelceme when weg

  ':,eo,atg,}loera,:ti.b",::,t,ieu,\,iZv:'/;,;,yhe,c.hg.I'ldM.r./;5;S.a.r:e.f:,X,fi.en,lgXaPwtr"g"i.k

 itiare doomed to be solitary while our sons sull live.-g
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                              beyend pewer and :. i of my imprisonment, have been
 r-description." Soxrow and suffering made the.vi.'
  :--brating artist soul understand the compelli,n                                            gi
  Yforces of poverty and of womanhood, and put into
  lhis heart the hidden meaning of the fact that
  Ethe birth of a child, or a star, there is pain."
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 , Undoubtedly the boQk of the week, for the preacher and the student1
    of man, for the artist and even for the dilettcente, ig Oscat' Wilde's De
    Pe'oftendis. Tothose oÅí us who remember that strange and funtastic
    figule,          that w&yward geniug posturing en a pedesta1 amid the laughter
    of many who were not entire Philistines, and who remember also the
  , lurid end, the utter catalgtrophe and squalid wieck, this bookwill be
    full oe awe and wonder. Ib is no use repeating the ghastly tale of
    moral decadence, oÅí entire sogial calamity and general infamy. It has
    been known for gome time that VS'ilde had left a kind C`Te$ttimony."
   {The worldwas naturally cu.rioug to digcoverwhat effect the pr;gon
   t house had had upan such a piquant and modern nature. Here theti
    the story is teld, ptnd the malefacter upon his crosg unbosoms hig mery
    heart.           Whether he ipvas anxioug to be known fer a penitent or no, he
    w&s certainly anxiQus to be known as a great artigt. His eiaving Åíor
' what he ealled"expression:' ig poignant enough. !Vhe poor soul
    evidently wants to utter himself, to eleanse his hosom ef much peril6us
    stttff. He is suro this is bhe end of al1 being-self expressian, Does
    this meam that a man must, with any dish-elout 'or, stimulant
    ,scour out the very di?ge of his heart and rack t•he last fibre
    eÅí his soul and illuminate and display what he may find--that tkat l
    ,;rg,Ydll'6SbS."ii,aht,i.On,dOi.h.Ull}pftlii'lgydP,i,I,s.t,hheg',en.o.t,hdint::idni,u?sog6wfh.i,e.h.,w2!

    huve been a.ble to gathet' the nieaning of self-expression these questions
    .mugt not be anszzrered by & negative. Tl)at he has written fuely there
    is ne doubt, It is frantically good English.

                                ""w
 , lf Iha"e seen it stated " thisis nothsorrewbut aexterously-eonstrueted,

    ieounteifeit." !TTiie Ti)nes so says. The Times ig net the last judge of-
     tnerals, and at no time have l been much impressed by its sympsthy s
    ÅíO,as,lj,e.fab'zn,•,,gts'g.a,p.g,oms.:'r,oS.n,,::f},di.es:,wai.tyl}o,e.et,gox'th.,sthc,il,;i

     ptnd baMing personality, elusive &nd subtle, $elf-conseious and unmoral, 1
      oetic and lac'rymose in the I`Åíell cluteh ot' a- circumstanee." Cbrtainly i     gis heacl is"bloody;"is it"unbowed"? There are rnany wayg oÅíi

     the bowed head. The writer Jlooks upon the methoa of his life as
    vight enough, buti incomplete. He oniy ate of the Åíruiti oÅí the trees
     en the sunny $ide oÅí the path of 1ife and he ought to have taken alse
     the fluit that grew in the sbade. Nothing should have been left
     undone, only th{s also he ought to liave done. His Bin is asin of
     omissi6n, Iti must be admitted that sins oÅí omission are serious
     enough, A man may stana by and $ee his mother burnea in
     esle".,fieseuLtuniS,g.ni,',,a,ai.".,,2;,9•\iig?•l.Z",e,O.i8.t,,YeGl.tl".i,'\.gi..T\gi,

     al1 e!se. But thenSs not the whole figure a delusion.P At'e we here ,
     bo eat of any fruit 9 ls the business oÅílife ever done bythose who only
     sit down to a feast or gather Åírpa't from either side, in narrow birdy
     walksP Wilde does,nob ever seem to have had any single Christian
     instinct. It may or it may not bSa hard thing to gay, but there is the
    Tact. ts"or all we can gather. from his mother's arms, he knew nothing
     but the oult oe them that find life Åíul1 and vatied and, haviug fulness ot
     'broad, go sefbly to gather anosegay for their souL
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          Books and Bookmene 'f:.:,,,;-.ti.
                                                                   . .. .r t. t=-+ til.. bt . :t'i.' -+,. '
                                                                       ;:;';tt,l.;t.t/ .
                                                                       :Y. .t..
   ' Undoubtedly the book of the week, for the preaeher and the student 4""' {'i

     .bf man, fovthe artist qnd even forthe dilettcente, ig Oscar Wilde's De'
      •JPf'ofteitdis. Toi.hose oÅí us who remember that strange and tint-astic•T
      figure, that w&yward genius posturing on a pedesta1 amid tbe laughter. . •"''' )'':t; • f" , . '

     'bt' manywhoweie not entirePhilistineg and who remember also t•he ' .'E.''S'i/l'."='L'tiv-:'
                                                                     r .-".     'luind end, the utter catagtrophe and squalid wreck, this boek will be,t
                                                                   -. ... i.=-.. -:;. .     if."gl..9Åídg.Wk,illi,fg,.WfO,n..9t?•:6,'g•/Li,hS."alO.M?•&lllilld9•a,•"Sg,,lhh9•.i:."S,tl'lili"l,.QÅí,.',ii.1,..-..,,,Ii""/';ii.'//l',;/•1-if.Iis''.ti'-'''-:'""

      ,,fl9e.k.n,3w,"..fg".s.o,m.tiIll!e.S?f.t.,zz/j.lde,ftgzg.2e.ft.,a.}'e.d,t',Te,gt.im,o.?,y,•....,/.i,f,•;/iji'g-'l'i=r•`'..,-.l/[i•1/e•.-/ilj/IS'lli.'ll;

     ,hougehadhadupon such'a piquantand modein nature, Here thbn. , -. .:...`tkii.P;IiliL'
      the story is told, pm'd the inalefactor upon his cross unbosoms'his inery ' L .,/;,,'}"tl;.S'.'t"ltgiC'•'L' .

      heart• Whether he was anxioug to be known for ap penitent'or no, he' i ''#"Yi ':
      -i,w&g certJainly aurious to be known as a great artist. His eraying for
  ' ;what•he ealled expression ig poi.ttnant enough. The poor soul. .,..- - -
     i.1,i,/r,f,II.l:tiltii:i,Wge,n.t,2.l.::llke,:i2i.M,h.S.e,,ll.t..,.;':iaggd;.,R.6t.,-,bi,/s.o,:m.g.e,f,.mk,.",,2•,h,tp,.eikii/1//e.i'"'iizii,;:.,,'ili'i '

      •s' cour out the very chegs oÅí his heart and rack t•he lasb fibre•
      toÅí his soul and illuminate and display what he may find-tliab tkati'      tway lies salvation oÅí humanityp Ig there nothing in us of which we- :- lin '' "'' " g.I

     ifineed to be ashamed, ne ape and tiger that need to dieP So far as !-                                                                   '",`:c-J I L
     have been able to•gathet' the nieaning of self-expre"utsion these g"estions

                                                                  .. .,' '.L-,vLVt;[,t, ,...      gnust not be ansyvrered by & negat•ive. That he has writ•tenfinely there;f                                                                   '"';-r ': ii ".'". t:/
      ljs no doubtk It is franticaJly good English                                                                  .''("•.l t,-•S,t-i{i;i

      Vk '  '''' ll i "" '! • .i llX,{r-'1:.:.,.1,ii$.iii-::''•
   t }.' I ha"e seen it gtated ,"' Lliis is not"sorrew but dexterously -torist•ructea' ' ' '':JJ:'L E' '

      Fcoun"terfeit." Tlie Tiines so says. The Times ig net th,e last 3'udge o,. ' ''
      itaerals, and at no time bave '1 been inuch imPtessed by its sYmpsthYi
      "ÅíOh",,t,h.ye.fab/e.nt't•hi,tbi,S,akP,,O,Pe51.iityOS.n,•ede,di.e8SthC,r.",eyi.tYllO,.S.eti,OX.'th.,SthCph!,l-i, ..' -l,•J.`.'l'J'Ji,,

      anabaMingpersonality,elusiveandsubtle $elf-conseiotisandunmoral, '''' 'Z`'••'L "'- '
      pbetic and lactymdsb iri the " Åíell {}luteh of a'circupistanee Certainlr .
    . his head }s •blooay .is iti"unbowed"? There are mauy wayg oÅí
      't•he bowed head. The writer 'looks upon the rnethoa oÅí his life aS`.
      ,xight enough, bu6 ineomplebe. He only ate oÅí the fruib oÅí the treeq
      ttn the sunny side oÅí the path of life and he ought to have taken alsQ•f .
      the t'}uit ,thati grew in the shade. Nothing should have been lefS
      undone, only this also he ought to have done. His sm ig s sm ot L.'IXf .. . . 1";-,[, t.' i''
                                                                    'J:'(•- ' .. ,' ..J..l,-t.,'i•:i •L':•"t'fr" .      om!ssion, It must be admitted thab sms oÅí om;gsion are serious•'
      enough• A man may stand•by and $ee his mother burned in, ':-'''.'-'/Eii't'iiv/rl.'tllirY,i' ' ' i .

      aslow fire, i•t is only asm of omission to leS her bum. Thdl' ;--i,t':t- . "f". t';,l,ii.:,•...ILtll!"•i' ..
      'Åíruit QÅí the sun has this quality, it gives the eater an aversion tqE - '. . • - År:l-i.ttil;`il'VIt-':'il"i"'-J'' '

      lall else. But tlienSS rtot the whole figure a delusionP Are we here' ,l.l/, '''/ .l'IF/;l;l,z ,.: ''

      to eat of any fruit? Is the business oÅílife everdone by those who only "
  ':;' sitdowntoafeasti or gather 'frr.ta"t from either side, in narrow birdy .l.t-:'-E., .'.i• i.'.I"- 'r .
  r,,."•g:.:': walksP Wilde does,not ever'seem to have had any single Chrisbi&n ti--'I .: '`'i'ii-"J..i ' . '-.-

,, i.:'t l" ' ' instinct lt may or it may not lbS a'hard thing to say but there is thet• ''r '• ' •"' '
    .t-+

get/ :: ',. "faet. For all we oan gather.from his mother's armg, he knew nothm ' .. .
- l•, "tv. but the cult oE them th&t find life ful1 and vatied and, haviug fulnesso• ')r 1"' - ' '" .'":ltt/'l;L'.J/::; .L.,.

                                                                                   t- -. .-.. . 'bread, go sofbl.y to gather anogegay Åíor their soul. ' •-- '.
   tttt

' X ''."i..".s}.•• •

t`h . . -.
  ;'re),,"-'.;
,:t.'
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 bf detailg you may pileup the tragedy ot' Lear and the tragedy
 Rhall be allthe more tiagiG for the small beg'uming. But this tragedy
 is not to be accounted Åíor aÅíter that Åíashion ff this book only act
 bo the gloom oÅí the tragedy, it must be beeause there comes from it
 pages the revelation thatabrilliant given 'over to sbron
 delusion. So strong had the delusion beeome thab it cast out from hig
 personality all but itgelf. He fonowea his theory over the logical
 preorpice. And yet was it so 9 I ean fud ne surety. There are mosb
 pg':.tyhe.t.icdatdia,g;e.iii,ng,.P.a,?s.a.q-tes.l:.?•fh.irg.to!.'yghoft.abd,er,ebolie,!.ayd,ripf.b,,u.pgo,n,}

  tliat I cannot think are "a dexterousty-constructed counterÅíeit." Outj
 `ana up from the depth of the pan, nosi and again, there eolnes an
  instinct and a yearning tbat is strangely akin to the primal i!npulses
  oÅí a saint. We are fearfully and wenderfuny made, and it would
  appear to be clean impossible, in this liÅíe, to q{ieneh the Spirit in its
'•1i,p.st.fl.ic,k.er,•.tr':',21,?:"aabig,"{l"i,.Y,Z",,S.aY,'.,O..r,tr,O,"hr,C.,h/'i.S8i.di,".,ega,',rb.S,a.Y.Sd

 ,,pngel flutters mpd isgone• Jt is a]1 very bewildering ana ,nothing is

  morehewilderingthan the amazing exposition of the Chrisb. Once,
 'enly ence, the writer almo$t patronises Jegus, but Åíor the iest                                                             he1
  worships. But the worship has bhis peculiar quality--that the Christ he
 'worships is a refleetion of his own th6ory of life. It is amazing what
 'men find in Christ. The hungry-hearted find their hunger appeasea,
                The words of Jesus are so                                        mtmysided                                                   th&t, by                                                           selec.  almost always.
  tion,He is what all menare` IÅí inChrisb you take what your
  aehes Åíor ana only that, even Christ may be no Saviour Qf your $oul.
  cannot understmd the praise that hag heen given to this
  study of the Son ef Man.
  aown before Jesus there is no sort oÅí gainsaying. But is his
  `bowed " tyeen thenP Thereis little sign. Yeti here, iÅí anywhere, one
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Iis theory ef life. Everything that is wrong
  detailg you may pile up the tragedy of

t.."

  -= -

i"  '

iethoaiJst

. have been mistaken in ///.                                     with him is a detail. Out'a-
                                      a Lear and the'tragedy lt
                                                           i hall be allthe more tingic for the small beginning. But tli'ig tragedy l
. not to be accounted Åíor aÅíter that fashion. ff this book oniy addsg;

 ' the gloom of the tragedy; it mugt be because there comes frora its,i
  ges the revelation that•a brilliant man wag given -over to a sS,rongi/:
,elusion. So $trong had the delusion beeome that it cast out from hiss

  rsondlity all buti itself. He followed his 'theory over the logicall
; recipice. And yet was it so9 I can find ne surety. There are mose l.

 athetic anawailing passagestm this story of a dereliets adrifb upon
 rey and desolate geas,not merciÅíul enough to be .stormy passages•
 iat I cannot'think atie "a dexberously-copstructea counterfeit."'' Ousi,
  d up Åírom the depth oÅí the man, now and again, there comes an.
  stinct and a yeaitning that is strangely akin to the prirdal impulses'•,
:'Åí a saint. We are fearful!y and wonderfuny made, and it would•

 •ppear to be cleari impossible, in this life, to queneh the Spirit m its.
geast flicker Nowand again yo.u gay, or.your Christian heairb says,,
esdri/Xo,,w,h,.k,2a,s,.g,03{.k',g:g.bPftOile,`k,ep.adiYgiiatp.h,,h,,a?.,{;gn'giilid%d.t,h.,e.g,oxa,.

ore bewild rinpt than theiamazing exposition of the Christ. Once,'.
  Iy once, the writer almosti patronises Jegus, but for the rest hei
  orships. Bu't the worship hag this peculiar quality--that the Christ hege.2'fiS/i.Pal.Sac'h2fi.i8t9tiOehe,fhh.'SngO,",lhteh8?i6'dOfifn'afet'hegrtfiZ.a,M,,?45",g,.W.,h,aa

plmost always. The wordsof Jesus aro so manzysided that, by gelec,
' iion, He is what aM men arei 'IÅí in Chtist you                                         tukeJwhat your hear.•
r,•uehes for ana only that, .e'ven Chi';'st may'be no Saviour oS your soul

?eannot undetstand the praise that has been given to this bewildering
latsg".d.ys,f,geg,Sg,ssf,llfg.:l.l.',',bXg`,h.?.,p.",'2og&rs'::,},ig,c.bnd.e.m,"s,d,ce•,:ila.ll.s,•

                                   . Yet here, if anyigbowed"eeen thenP Th.ere is little sign where, oanL:.
 ,, bo yeamas after ,the proaigal's peturn may ga•ther reascms that mitig

 geeBpair of thiS Onq 'e 'Li"e ' " '
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E bnly in one regard can Q Christi&n mader find himselS in ful
i':',ls•.p,a,t,h,l,'z,'".h,Zb.igfi,"Y.`{?,M,,S.::,,gegt•egi.:,h•g'$,,m.:,p•ase.lo,s6t,ev.egi

 :'Sntolerable than any ha haa yeb `}i$eovered, Th&h is somewhat. H
 ["Will take al1 that hag copte, atid out of it aruslz some healing-balsam
, i Nob against any musb he allnw himgelf in rancottr and hate; , He mus
 'find the seul of geodness in these his evil thing$. rco this hope an

rimes

shaf.sl.n,h.e.r,e,tttes,kgai,",,a,?,d,,Yg.giai,ai1oXt&S,t.h.e.,O,n,g,s,tre,a,k,,?Åí,ci.ea.x

rbrought down here frp)n London..'' iFrdin two o'eloek ti11 half-past tw

on that day I'had to stand'on'the eentre platform of Clapha
i'Junetionin 'convfettdress, for the world to 1ook at. . . -. I writaj
                                 trtmsferred 'here simply that ible, tbis account of the mode of my being
ebuld be realised how hara it.hag been for me tQ getLanything oue

' of my punishment but bitterness and despairi I have, hi wever, to daa
 it, and now and tben I have moments of gubmission and aeceptance." }
 BeÅíore a spirit like that one can only feel a yearning from the very,•iglil:ldkh{ax"ti6k,ee,P?.ggidy,ih/r/kgg!ld//eSti?.iCS.:"fanesM.ShxM,?.3,I•r..b8,gu1.igigh,lg":'gkhe.•i8,:.'tt'i,

ishall we 6ay.oÅí it'an? ,Ndthing bub just t•his; It is ,IIe that hath,,.,

t,ptapa ",s ana nob rve ourse!yest ' 'A,.B. C.'
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  It is interesting to recall how many books
have been wntten in prison. One remem-
bers the Ap.ostle Paul and the epistles he
wrote, so full of hope and courage, during
hts imprmsonment. Professor Ramsay has
been pointing out to us lately that John was
probably a convict labourer on the Isle of
1"atmQs when he wrote the Book of Revela
tion. Of this fact, if it be a fact, there is
scarcely a traee to be found m the book, it
'oreathes, from the fimst word to the last, an
assurance of tnumph that no suffermg can
shake, and shows the amazmg detachment
of one whose mmd us so intently fixed on the
vietory of Christ's cause thab he can spare
no thought for the pam whieh he himself has
to endure. Somethmg of the same spirit and
the same lofty imagmation we find in our
own John Bunyan, who was imprisonExl, for
eonscience's sake, and who during his con-
finement wrote "The ?ilgrim's Progress."

                                        aAs far as bhe book itself gives any indiea
tyiOhne;eLt Might have been written any l

      " As I walk'd through the wilderness
    oÅí this world, I 1ighted on a certain
    place, where was a Den, and I laid me
    down in that place to sleep: and as i
    slept I dreamed a Dream."
  That is all only the grun suggestion of
 the word "Den"---not a hmt of protesb or
 complamt Prrson walls enclosed him, but
 his soul was free to wftnder as Christian over
 the pla;ns and m6untains and valleys of the
 world; he could see as far as the Celestial
 Ciisy.

  Raleigh was not a very patient prisoner,
 though he began "The History of the
dW

.9ut','th,2us,,X,"Ss,"me"gom.'.n,g.,Zo.,,m,gd2g2i

 famous Rmssian novelist. When ayoung man
 he was arTested beÅëause he had taken part
 m some political cemsplraÅíy, ]'ust as Gorky
 was arrested the otiher day, He heard hirn
 6elf sentenced to death; he wa6 taken outtsto be shot, and onlv on the plaee of exe-t

 cution did he learn•that Pms                            sentenee was
    muted to four yeams' imprisonment m com $ibeNa, with hard labour mthe min , AsE.ge,edy,W,.a,Saxbegti,n,E

- ?tOtS,".O,i,'.d"Skgy
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* " De Profundis " By Osear Wilde.
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  It is mterestmg to recall how many books
 have been written m prmson. One remem- .fL
 bers the Ap.ostle Paul and the epistles he' N
 wrote, so full of hope and courage, during2 .
 hrs miprmsonment. Professor Ramsay has .s.
Fbeen pomting out to us lately that John was -'$-x
 probably a convict labourer 'on the Isle of :.t
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 shake, and shows the amazmg detachment"` '....;.:
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finement wrote "The Pilcrrims Progress.
As far as the book itself gives any ndiea-
tion, it micht have been written any-
where---
      "As walk'd through the wilderness,.
    of Vhis world, lighted on a certain.
    place, w•here was a Den, and I laid me
    down m that plaee to sleep and as I,
    slept I dreamed a Dream."
  That• is all only the gTrm suggesPien oÅí
the word "Den"-not a hint oÅí protesV ok
complaint. Prison walls enclosed him, bu
his soul was free to wftnder as Christian overs
the plains and mountains and valle.ys of th(ys
world he could see as far as the Celestial
Cittyr.

  Raleigh was not a verv patient prisoner
though he began "The History of the
World m his prison" Coming to moder
days, we mset the case crf Dostoievsky, th
famous RuLqsian novelist. When ayoung man
he was arrested because he had taken parb
in some politieal oomspiracy, jmst as Gorky
was arrested the otiher day. He laeard,him-
6elf sentenced to death; he was taken                                      out
to be shot, and onl.v on th.e place of exe-f
eution did he learn that bus E\entence w4s
commuted tQ four yeams' imprisonment m

     ' with hard labour in the min . As+Siberira,

he was being
lady handed
of the Bible.
Dostoievsky,
attracted by
studYl!igJ it.
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 day he toiled hard in the mines; i, Lb                                  night                                        he
  lay down, ntterly. wearicd in body, with ther
  eOatgheer'iyCOenh"oigterig?onrdhOinereCp'onsefitagUe'epihaiJne

  nearest the poor oil-lamp, and during many'
  houms of night poring over these wonderiul.
  page3, until the spirit of them possessed                                       him
  utterly. The diary of his imprisonment•,
                                        he                         let6 us 6ee that  w.hich he has published,
  eame out a bett)er man than he went in-a
  result which does not happen very ofteii :-

    gBg.Willgret'h, ii,y},s, a deiightfui way of

  !ghis ts a trubh which many whe are not
Åí,ri.s,en&ms,dho.n&t.a.iesayofsrf:?,lis,e,.,,A,n.d,w,e,:.,bse,r.v?,'

h.P
i'/i"a,s,.O,:,/l3'e'lihilg•'/:/Y//Åé1.od,,i',X,lrs1$,i,li:,{13o,i/X•e,i'lli.Oea,,'a'f,ssiCiai',/M',lkÅí

l:'fi{llSIritt.h•xe•liS'IP,`tÅrts.M'eÅíhaagYprseea"o'h'e&"dha9edbeen

                                     but                              began,deelaring ever sinee Vhe world
                         ms only one thing                  " Theremen wiltl not heed.
                                     vhisfor me tib)w, nbsdlute humility. Of
l-um.•ax/lttteÅí,d.sa,sys:.ir-il-H.ajÅíi't.tillilp"z.?roft".ffkdtdi,g,

one tihing that has in it the elernents oÅí life, M.t

of a new life a vita nuova for me.
.O.n.e,yCtahnin.'Ogt IIPhq.,Ubirl].i.'t,ehX,C,e.RVbrf.,g,ur,r,engerkh.g

g2kn.g6d%elfih.ny&rgh,bbepe.n$eti}iilgh,:d"g.f,Oth9•ghusta

'ii/IE./a,•i:,/St'n.ith-,a,".fiE,;,tki9h3'iVhidk,bn'i,Ylt'hP's"/YC},'/;'il:•I.•,9.fi,es/l
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                                       oflove of some kind rs the only explanation
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dihere us un the world cannet oonceive of
2hn.y,.ot,h,es.ex.ptlhan.?JbSo.ndth.:inR/fctohn.viee'g:,{lldthh.a,t

indeed, as •have said been bu'lt of sorroNv,                                         jit has been built by the ,handsof love, because
tn no other wa: could the seul of man, for
                                     fugl                                 the                           reachwhom bhe world was made,
       of its werfection.
                                    W•

      "Such as sit in darkness and in the
    shadow of death, being bound in aMic-
    tion and iron, because they rebelled,
    :Xggi;IMnlilltitthh,e,,1:flr,,dsi.2fthG.CdM.",,edHiCgOh",'/{

    therefore, He brough.t'down their hea-rb4
    .w'5khA2bh:"',;.tg27,ieiiTdhO.l\II'}r'tha.",dth,:•:d"

    unto the Lord.''
When they cry He kears; but they do not
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    fi,h,r,,st6,SLt.?Ligistgl&ls,.i.nlyseage.d,tg.g,e,tS,
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  rT would be hard to find a sadder book than
  that which Jsear Wilde wrote in Readmg Gaol,
  De Profundis.' The gadness grows as the
 pages become more cheerful;for thetragedy
 deepens. There are some who refuse to take
 the book seriously. One eritic has said that
  VSrilde never vvas in the deep, was ineaP"
 able      of it, and therefore could not cry out
 of the deep. To me, aB I read, sineerity
 speaks from every page. But the adverseJudg-l
.ment is not surprising. It is quite in the way

 of the ?hilistine to refuse to believe in the
 artist's smcerity. And this fellow, aboveall!
, This inveterate practitioner in the art of pose!
 Here he is, posmg to himself as usual in his
 prison eell, and wmtmg himself down, as soon l
 as he has the privilege of paper and mk, that he l
 may afterwards pose befere the world. It is a
+ facile ]udgment.

   For there is much of pose in the book. Butg
lik.8,fi,eai:'eZhS,t,sWeeO,gg:goedls2,figdUS.pi:hgeisE'{n.X.i2\'g.:,X,ei

l:.?itl,'s,gi."s,",iic.hhi.M",rriatiytcraria,Ss,t,',hei.Iil,ega,iv:e#,S.t"g:;.hrii,,

 art. It was marred, to be sure, by an
 occasional catastrophic lapse from good taste, i
 which is one of the puzzles of his character; he l
 fiings an ornament 3ust where perfeet simplicity l
 is nee(led. But what ornament it is 1 And how
 1ightly it mdes, even "rhen least in place, on
ithe surface of thought; how perfectly it fits,
 when it is in place at all, the thought under
 lying! He was a true artist. But his failure
 lay where he least suspected it, in the faet that
 he was not an arList all through. Arb is never
 self-centred. The artist looks out of lumself to
 something far greater than himself, seizes it as
 no other man can, and gives it
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                             expregslon.both`
 for himself and for other men. Many greatf
 artiÅíts have been notsbly small and mean in
 themselves ; had they turned their attention on
 themselves, theirart would have been small and
 mean-nay, thore would have been no art at all,
 but only a dreary presentment of dreary nature. 1
 I de not think we should care much for a por- '
 trait of himself, unidealised, by Burns ; thero is t

 enough and to spare m "Willie brewed'
 a peck o'maut." Imagine Turner pamting his '
 own surroundmgg.                   Now                        Oscar Wilde was more
+lnhteeW"'oSrtled4 in hiMSelf than in anythmg else ina

                                            t   Posing was therefore natural to him, ancl did
 not in the least hinder sincerity. But what
 about art? Having great artistie powerg, he
 made the intolerable mistake of dmecting them
 upon himself. His cry out of the deep begms
Li!ElltEI!-!!}g-!ggsth the recogni Qnorthis blunder. Hehad
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     that which Osear Wilde wrote in Reading Gaol.
     De Profunelis.' The sadness grows as thG
     pages become more cheErful;for thetraged
     deepens. There are some who refuse to take
     the book seriously. One critic has said thati
     VS'ilde never was in the deep, was ineap-
     able of it, and therefore eould not ery ouk
     of the deep. To me, aB I read, sineeritY
    ,SPeakg from every page. But the adversejudg.
   j.nient is not surprising. It is quite in theway
     of the ?hilistine to refuse to believe in the
  i     arbist's sincerity. And this fellow, aboveall!
    ,This inveterate practitioner in the art of pose!
     Here he is, posing to himself as usuai in his-
    , prison-cell, and wriJing himself down, as soon
     us he has the privilege of paper and ink, that hQ
    , mayafterwards pose before the world. It is a
    " facile judgment.

: l Forthere is muehof posein the book. Bu"
    i/ then all that would be odiously artificial and
  " insincere in 'the good stolid Philistine is the
    ,natural expression of this man's innermost
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     art. It was marred, to be sure, by an
     occasional catastrophic lapse from good taste,
     which is one of the puzzles of his character; he-
     fiings an ornament just where perfee't simplicity

:     is needed. But what omament it is ! And hovv pt
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  lying! He was a true artist. But his failure
  lay where he leasb suspected it, in the fact that
 ,he was not an artist a!1 through. Art is nevee
 l self-centred. The artist looks Qut of himself io.

 ' something far greater than himself, seizes it as
  no other man can, and grves it expression both'
  for himself and for other men. ManyN
t artiÅíts have been notsbly small and mean in
 , themselves ;

  themselves, theirart would have been small and
 ;mean--nay, there would have been no art at all,
e but only a dreary presentment of drear

` rdo not think we should care much fora '
 trait of himself, unidealised, by Burns ;

t-  s

g
 LiL "

 '
f --ls

a}

T

 1 d{lh
 . .. tr

FtU"
tet

g

                                          g

                                          {l

                                     great *
                                           1            had they turned their attention on l'

                                          s
                                          l-
                                  ynature.t.
                                      por-ijc
                                   thero is1 "
 enough and to spare m "Willie brewedi
 apeek o'maut." Imagine Turner painting his.I
 own surroundingg. Now Oscar Wilde wasmore '
,interested in himself than in anything else inj
                                          i .. the world.
   Posing was therefore natural to him, and did
 not in the leasv hinder sincerity. But what
 about arb? Having greab artistic powers, he '
 made the jntolerable mistake of directing them '
t,:,Pii'h"tllil.MS,e.lg'.,.Hi,iiS.Cr.YrO,"hti,Ofblt.h.ed,d,e.e"Hb,e/i.r'dS

   " . ..L.prS-fÅrJ .
""  =' tXf"'f'E-":-.i" t.'

f

t  -ltE

J 't  a et"fi - :". Tr =  - -"  --
     )t t -Jtc-. rj( tr- -  "-g" .E )- - ti 4- t t"' rV :U'=";-.:it'-v lV- t t )
   -.-;-r e"

L

;,iti-i•I?•i.ftgiJigti.kbSMeet•F-i-.i-ts{.g.if..,21il.lji..1•lill!71E!llf-.-e.:,Lx..S../t•iN-;:

     ' t--" - L - .-t- re Nv ."- .+ + iJ ;Jt 4J. --.bt - -       = --t p- -       sJ . t. or "-- -- .t tb- r- . -.- -L       s --   -- L- J-y- - .- rt  Jr" . L. iit #vr. Jtr -     t
;N't --- ie." S-t I "-{1:. ".- l                 -"- - -1- -- . i li J- sA -"Sh u ge -"s-  L-- ii - --             -etet ". -F N4 e-.t - - Ser-tvt J -r .. -'-N- )- -C -}- -" .S i-1  l ' `' r- e'-:."t - -. J ]L;S;' ." t]'" - "t )li "{;

   T--  t -ls -r   -i- - itKS'vt
 --
  .
 at -m t

b- hlLhs.t:l r..- t

 J" r i    "s -i       L".       L- t L" tv.S-slit S+  'S y-

't'lj +  ,e - ,-.- ..   : -"' ... : ;. L .:A

  ."e rLn  S iiHt t" -L     . s-.. .
       --         '     n. e..s.t t-te -k tJ n -s
      e-vFTt- T - t -r.
      tl-t-t"cL - " VLt k
      -LAt--EV # S ..l -t..s .       "S -g= "?rS- - --
   LH . Ifi+gt ;-i't          tTy tW ij L-    )-- 1s        t    u r'L  c   rJ bv- ' Vl       -g  pe.
 ""i + ' Z  gAX L-        Lc  -" hv  -yJ- k.
   tc --. t   - -tv   r lt - H  FY --t -FJ ' F" sF"l ,;{ i ,t '.. - ;.

-k" L L :A .-Y. .. ".'

   N. F.   .-l      -1 .! .Jip - T
  nJ;- -   --/ i- Sl    t. N -S  -. .   .yw -" -.-H St L -  -Sv. etN ' '
   M e tt"- L7 1le .- -A- L- ll " 1    ----tl..- S H .-
  -xI=?      L-r l   '-c T /eiVF - '` tr:-I"l"Xii."trt.{..;:v)i"t"i.lt-Fk

H.
 L;:.i.. L{ V i-;;..S.) '-lit".:tt

 v - -.)ptV . tJ :x -;bt..rrgi .:-L-

     - s P- y      +g. 4-s ]a "' rtf. .1- F"i- =C  ;i J - LÅ}e-- -"t Jtl-!  V-- "-' - r--tt";' '       - IV 't --- -    ;k -+ Ni ts t   n. I    tn-  . -- -        -"     -- "    N   ti   L. v" " V   Ie- e.   t+ ts N )yl .- 1
  ;"h .   =: .

   -t

-

   -L--

    s.vq    -etr    tLJitr;xts'}'4 'ny. .r /. :,

  }tp A
 --'-" ' tX.W. ev
   Ul t.
    =--t-v u

nr

k

t

-

 

1g,

.' -"
.L..

L r

. .

..

   

J-tt-t

[`-

 
 
 
 

.'l     +

"a.../1"

i'i

 
 
 

E
 l'!r ....'1

   l

L
-

- 
"N-

i"tS.J

Jft

 #:
-

-
'

il

s
 
 
stl

 

i   
,h 

E

 
 
 
i

r

rf

-

:
Åí-

'

H

1-
i'

tku 
..

ft. :]

h h J t-

t
t t'

 "

  t

:Nh

SjN ;

-

":

  .L:

  v
  .:

 Jv
' "-k   vc"

Åq

-r

.=-t

i

'

'

'

i

1

l:

k

   F

  \
  --
 ) Tr-
 . -"".-f  -i =""-

 t- --h -
 'v1
    '

t"-. li
    c

"

4e .rl'tu i
 txV nt
f - +" t

       -H    kst:i ""- -'    . ...v/    sTvl-Y. :;-if "

      L- V
-:- ;;
lt

  f      i

              -v             t'           J"          "lt;--l - lt:
            -U -L J- it"          :     th-M }tip ts     -t v-    .1ptNt4 t -"         --  "il --ptX "v - t
 +-- -VH #tt-  1 -- rv -" s, t.-- sr- -e X=ÅÄ-- - "l'Lt
  jtK V-    .- -t-         `-..t - lts' -n )-S-.-F.N . -X.t tT L-scSVfvtTE. -'aft J "p   --aJ t       tt r+ I  'iiL ;7st pfts ""s n t
  S.?r,.'s.s " .    -L . S V ;T-P V

2019-03-16Jissen Women's University Library 357



L

;

N . e-ptptptrptrt

"vs

.

l

L

,

s

,

\
i

t

ce

gi

;

i'

x

År

g

k

Lee

KA v

t

K

N,

7'-

,

;

.i

,

'

g

j

r)

'

I

 '
1

L

ti

l

,

Ssx l

s

! IF

a,X'gl,

`

 
 
 
 
 

.ki,   e

s-
g,ii"

i

tgtii

gll

vt ' l'

t"

s

l

Ek,

i

'

esssag1!llll}

ltiX{S

ss•

t

'

'i

\  g"l"'ig•:Ii  l3{

År

.ik

l..` ./e,g     /l 
 
 
$•

    s(i

;\

i

11gl,

:

1ijEr" "--

      

fil slll/

,

s

/ge

  ;$.

v
iEil-

et

-

-:iiii-.;  -t"X-""

treKe-M

VL jt

-.e ki

tZesL- L.

         ), -, l$3;    "v --
ff  thag,:.u.-. .-

   )"q -`L

- .M)

tsu

S'y `".

g :15".. .
   -tsu ts- .-  th s-.thv "t.s" 1"

 "h"s za. v

    MS"iL . .    -L ?bA Hs ny""
           -s
          "bo1 -Sbe.Lt

. "  ."•-sc-3

   w
    vf te-
v "gxut    b x" "-

 v.r K -"tw"
tut-)V rvL-" -
-L`.t) Lfy-

-H'

if pm'

-
'" tÅëf"

..; ';k ..

'

ca

'S '-"v.

1

a

za/       
,ft

    .•--

iivxc: "i"k-L     es""-K    s-gg .sii//tt'

" lv

-

l!}

pt

 ..- i.-
F s..y,n,t

g.
ts /   ; 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
-
I"

"

        .
{-.c'

l
h"
"

btili•illlili-

 
 
 
 
/it

iEiM
llii]I.:-4$

v

1/' s

k/'i"fiL-

'

    M-  di 'Cs?pts
'. X .'"  .v.#.

".

rt x
"

t/  :
u

1

g X "' ..i;11 le-;iv- x.F

   r ,rdl ti

-V L"  P't.Lli

t:.""

. sll i

nt

 
s

i

'

t

i-

 
taF 

L
s

k

ts

Me

 vs
.l

.xs-

rt. ifE
 ge',,.-.' gs/x

tlriH t-

q

* Uth

 -%

de

"

  
a: i: ,," 1:

- -

    .c
}pt

  ".
 .PFt s "e

-. .-k -

,

Nl 4

 .N--- I

sc " 'ltas.tlpt Mety.ts
- pt"-diIA
sEv"}e/nt. Y

twgwn K-tt"

  -}"-ny"L  Ne.Fes- -"

:F

`

-pt;

k "v.

t

x
.

 sttr.i.`JJS;  .

"

S'r

s  
'"t

[

               " spa
          .. at L. = #=

              -- )s- -
            s[M' f re

             -v v- '
                 h -"' -

            " UX . -J-

        SJtt       M -.S- h-.a -t
       ..za"tV' F       be --            pti       'V be- ' r#
      s-Hpn- - t "LE     . tb "l            i- r" .L" rt tt                 f4 ff=R"H             ,ee :
              V-v" M           tv W"E"L %t
         t-1 "=. v"           l.. s,vitLSs-.
         pu- -. :Lti1 -ptinr
                WveL         - -L..t tstk         "K" --di"h;rtVu "vFVt
       . L- S SinySdLny vMv S-fT
      )p -"u l} ".-t" oVlo;"Cst .-
     V PX 'tza"='g Yt M- t- Ae v-'
      " .t. njtWs"S-tg;";?L-eF
   ::nyv`xthoglig'kt,i.,""s"

     W-L ls -" t.de S-    ., N ..-.ue; ." ; de N.to. .Z

      ICe" t. IS tr! s7      ' t-crXs -" VeC    N "thpt" whS -VPit-,
       .r/ =laf -. iEe     " -e -t p"';. .)
         k Ll -- )S!)""      r s I-ef: xi tse        'sv.. ast.S ...5S .
       . .yM--pt " -NV
        -" . " ne        ttr rt.= NjF-
      t.=t7-lt: K thtew""
    - -. -v""       r "di ""
y V "... ii -N
    --- dv-

     h-k
      "s

'
uv

pm v

i"
  eLi -"g; - t.

  .J .if.  v)Ui" -".   ft"" Sr li -t
    4" ;
    "
   v f"'
lt:-if lliy

X- rL!"F

--i-' i-'N-v

r

.:.g

x

4

bl

if

vb l

pt

"
 
 
 
j

 
 
 
 
 ts

'g

"

x-
nt

L

"'-'L rv sktv -be- .            -x

Aetthc-- =b pt. .N"L

" f
            :

   k..
vt   t

"- .
h .=-)l

w
  'u J'l '

.U" - N
va "

.",,l-t-$.. .

  $2  pt -
   -}e ;Tv
   v-  !.-se
  2.!eh  espt" . --
  "u. NH sff
   tnN
  :E-s(ttt
  r--- J.t
    Hn

    -
  en"w...".

  crn;

    l

  ls. . 4
  3.ttf.-

'

t

-
k

s

   '.g    
 ."         

lt:i

"

s
/l  

 "i-/ts .     ..;; .l .lj   ..pt

 .T
  lj

 ve:SS }Wlrdi. s":f-
- i '"naU crhtlSS'

xnyeu -s E}

E

rt ' tcttA!
 sft if"

  "w
N

L

--

l 
 
--

 $nt?

-'

 
R" .N- .;Ms.--

at 
enH -.

tti.llllli  ek//.

   i 
 
 
 1-:

    
.zi

  Lvt

z
lv

pt
"7.

N.w-

k'"N 
f
'

I
" 

 
 
"

{-

  "'{'"

/""tsc /g9 ,
"-

 ...,'` ,,li$'k' -'`

IS

-

iSl{

t
t

x

g./g
'/k'g

..lty

i

n

pa" -N"t. "' .(ee

 t tried to muke his osvn 1!fe a werk of art, and the

  reRuk was utter failure. It is true that he does
 inob recognise more than a small part of the
  reason for the faiiure, but the fact is borne in
  upon him irresistibly. He hadmeanttomake
  his 1ife a harmony of refued pleasures. To
  accentuate them he had made experiment
  of the grossly sensual, but he hints---and
  the h]nt is full oÅí unterest--that he had
  handled tlns light]y, nob in the vulgar
  waY that his aceusers imagined: ib was the
 tentative discord thav was to be resolved, the
  muck, if you will, uut of which the blossom ef
 a fiowerlike 1ife wag to spring. He was to
 stand before the world a symbolic man, the
 eponymous master of a consummate eulture.
 Such was his aim. Now picture thrs man on a
 eertain day as he descmbeg himself : handcuffed,
 m hideous eonvict•garb, standing uuder a
 November drizzle on the platform at Clapham
 Junetion, where for one whole half-hour fre-
 quent tramsdisgorge their vulgar load, first to
 look with gaping curiosity at the gaol-bird and
 then, when it is buzzed about who he is, to
 break out into open ]eers. What is wantmg to
 thea.qony? The place, the sky, the eircum-
 stances, are all perfeetly adaptect to make his
 misery extreme. Say thab this man svas net in
 the deep!
   A Year passeg over him ; a yeaB of prison 1ife,

 or rather of death--a de&th tb&t wM not be
 ended. Hrs one eonsuming desire has been for
 that end. Why has he not focced it? Surely
 the means are notwantm.cr. OÅí this he tells
 nathing;butIventure onaeon]eeture. That
 reverence for the human boay as the most beau-
J Siful thmg in the world, whieh was so marked a
 feature of his artustic ereed-•m-a reverenee utterly

 unlike that whieh honours the temple of the
 Holy Ghost, but havmg affinities ev.en with this,
 and betber st 1east than t}ae hatred of the fakir
 for his tortured frame.--this reverenoe may
 have stayed the hand of destruction. r could
tas soon imagine Oscar Wilde breakm.cr an,
Sexquisite vase, beea"se it had been puti
tito some vile use, as destroying his owni
fibody because of its vile surroundings.
gl}s,s-uE-g.'"g,d:ns,g.gllg,oi.3n:t,t%rs,b,Le,!:ss}'id'i

 boon of paper, and he begins to write down,
 first in disJointed periocls, afterwards with m.
 ereasing fiuency and sustained development,
 the thoughts which were clamorous for speech.
   And what is the change? He discovered
 gomething in himself. It was a great thing.
 He was not himself great; he was vastly
{

 smaller even than he supposed, for he clung
 pathetieally to the idea that he was a great
 personage in literatnre; but by a paradox
 familiar to some, though strange to him, he
 found withm himself a thing far greater than

himself. Itw&sHumility. I
  He deser]bes the discovery in words of
 exquisite grace, and, as I declare, of perfect '
 szncerity. He found that he had no qnarrel
XIS&ht:ahRipW,8zzi:OenedeWr}"ohotth2oS8eei2GtYtS"hhlliill#
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                              Ut   ) l $ried to make his own life'a werk of art, and the

      reRult was utter failure. It is true that he does
     i.not recognise more than a small part of the,
     Ireason for the failnre, but the fact is borne in

-F , . iUpon him irresistibly. He hadmeanttomake3
.. this life a harmony of retined pleasures. To
      accentuate them he had made experiment'
     ,Of the gmossly gensual, but he hints--and
     ithe hint is Åíull oÅí interest--that he had
 .",r? handled this light]y, nob in the vul."ar'
 ,. `way' that his aceusers imagined: it wEus the
      tentative discord that was to bo resolved, the
  '" muck, if you will, out of which the blossom of
   . a fiower-like life was to spring. He was to
., stand before the world a symbolic man, the,
  X eponymous master of a constimmate culture. t

••'"
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   { Junction, where for one whole half-hour fre-
     quent trainsdisgorge their vulgar load, first to
     look with gaping curiosity at the gaol-bird and
     then, when it is.buzzed about who he is, to
, broak out into open jeers. What is wanting to
     thea.qony2 The plaee, the sky, the circum-
     stances, are all perfectly adaptect to make his
       .     misery extreme. Say thab this man svas not in
   l the deep!
  . A Year passeg over him ; a yeaB of prison life,
     or rather of death--a death tb&t wil} not be
     enqed. His one eonsuming desire has been for
     that end. Why has he not foreed it? Surely
     the means are notwanting. Of this he tells
     nothing; but I venture on a conjeetu re. That
     reverence for the human body as the most beau-
    s Siful thing in the world, whieh was so marked a
     feature of his artistie ereed---a reverence utterly

tt--  unlike that whieh honouiN the temple of the
    L Holy Ghost, but having affinities ev.en with this,
     and better at 1east than tlae hatred of the fakir
    'for his tortured frame-this reverenee may
    l, have stayed the hand of destruction. I could l-'
 ,e.i.s. tas soon imagine Osetar Wilde breaking an,
t"E'.-;-Yexquisite vase, beca"se iv had been puti
t lbo some vile use, as destroymg his own;
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, first in disjointed periods, afterwards with in-
      creasing fiuency and sustained development,
     the thoughbs which were clamorous for speech.
       And what is the change? He discovered
r•' gomething in himself. It was a great thing•
     He was noti himself great; he was vastly
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smaller even than he supposed, for he clung
pathetically to the idea that he was a great
personage in literatnre. bnt by a paradox
familiar to some, though strange to him, he
found within himself a thing far greater than
himself, ItwasHumility.
  He describes the discovery in words of
exquisite grace, and, as I declare, of perfeet
smcerity. He found that he had no quarrel
with the world, none with the soeiety which-
hacl trampled him underfoot, none with him-}t
self•--here the deeper tragedy begins-save on
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       the one seore that when attaeked in the first
       instance he had appealed to social law for pro-
    f       tection, he who had 1ived to defy soeial law.
       Even so he bowed to the Justice of the result;f
       the social law stiuck him down. His con-
       tentment was not e contentment of pride,
       for it began with gratitude for an aet of
   "-' kindness. I do not envy the man who ean
  t read with dry eyes the story of the prusoner
'  brought to the Bankruptcy Courb for his pubhe
       examination, and of the friend who took his
       stand m thab dreary cormdor " that, before the
 ' "hgle erowd, whom an action so sweet and
       simple hushed into silenee, he mighb gravely
       raise his hat to me as, handcuffed and wtth
  -;. bowed head, I passed him by."
         The contentment was not then of pride; it
       was of humihty. And th}s was anew thing to
       Oscar Wilde. Tl}e word had no meaning for
       hirn before; now he knew the reality. And he
       found it wrapped up " ith su ffering. This a.tram
       was a thing which he knew indeed after a
       fashion, but which he had resolutely put awe.y
       from himself as ugly and shameful. Nowhe
       discovered it to be of supreme beauty. To
       esiffer with humihty is to know the good of
                       s       hfe.
   " Henceamarvel. Ihave said that an artisVs
       work must be cramped and small, poor and
   .p   trn mean, if he be intent on himself. Now this
       work of Osear Wilde, this cry de profunais, deals
       wholly with himself, ana yet it is an almost
       flawiess work of art. How ean this be? Itis
       beeause he is mbent, not upon himself for him•
       self, but upon hirnself as the shmne of that far
       greaterthingthan himself-humihty in suffer-
       ing. Do not imagine that you are to find
       here a conversion. The thought occurs
       to him that some reader may be expect-
       ing this, and he shrinks from the vulgarity.      I
       Do not expect to find a new style in the man ;
       hrs artistic method "as long sinee formed, and
      l       remainsmtact. You must look for agraeeful
       impertinenee of phrase, andyou will find it
       He has a new sub]ect, but he treats it in the old
       way. His new expenenee leads him tostudy
       with new interest a personality which had long
       befere fascinated him. Christian, bear with
       him;have patience with the OsL.ar VNhlr]e of
       old days who always considered " the young
      iGalilean peasant" oue of the most charmmg

      rfigures of romanee, dehghting above all ma
      tRenan's "Fifth Gospel," and finding in thel
      t Sermon on the Mount the niost dehcate sugges- t
      ttions of the artistic temperament, Bearwith1
      t him, I say ; for he has hold of one thread m the t
       strand of truth, and you will not be surpmsedl
       to find that m his prison cell he mtxkes a newi
       discoveryoftheManofSorrows. Havepatience
       with him still; for he cannob spe&k even now
       withoutaflavourofimpertinence. Themanand
       the style are one. IÅí he wrote otherwise, you
       might begm to doubt his sincemty. You
       will have need of allyourpahence. And yeb
  -pt.ma, adnoL!g-!urtttt!twi Ltboutprofit
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     Egen so he bowed to the justice of the result;?
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    ,for it began with gratitude for an act of '

L • kindnes,g. I do not envy the man who ean' .
     read with dry eyos the story of r•he prisonerE
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     wholly with himself, ana yet it is an almost
     flawiess work of art. How ean this be? rt is
     beeause he is inbent, not upon himself for him-,
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    ,greaterthingthan himself-humility in suffer-
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vr '} ing. Do not imagine thaS you are to find

    g     here a conversion. The thought oceurs
     to him that some reader may be expect-
    i ing this, and' he shrinks from the vulgarity.
    i Do not' expect to find a new style in the man ;
     his artistic rnethod was long since fofmed, and
     remainsintact. You must look for agraeeful
     impertinence of phrase, andyou will find it,
     He has a new subject, but hetreats ib in the old-
     way. His new experienee leads him tostudy;
     with new interesb a personality which had long
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Sermon on the Mount the mosb delicate sugges-
tions of the artistic temperament, Bearwith
him,I say ; for he has hold of one thread in the
strand of truth, and you will not be surprised
to find bhat in his prison cell he makes a new l
diBcoveryoftheManofSorrows. Havepatienee
with him stil}; for he cannob speak even now l
withoutafiavourofimpertinence. Themanand;
                   he wrote otherwise, you .        are one. IÅíthe style
might begin to doubt his sincerity. You•
will have need of allyourpatienee. And yeti •
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  Phat Yhis most artistie man is to have his life
  teast m the end ,into artistic mould. He is
  tto enaet a tLagedy. And according to the
  FL"tWti?efa`Sape"reoda'chinhgeeMat"aSsttro?)ehelM:OenSCnilO.Es':

   meet it with renewed hopes. He butlds
  a whole           palace of expectation out of his new
   discovery.             He h,xs found in himself the material
  foreonsummateworks of art. Hehas discovered
  the meaning, the beauty of life. He is not eon-
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 pappeal to the social law. He is a born ant•i-
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  then       forgotten that shrewd discovery of the
  earlier days of sorrows"that every little actiou
  of the eommon day makes or unmakes charao.
  ter, and that what one has done in the secreb
 chamber one has some day to ery aloud on
 the housetop." It seems to be fading
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 despair, crying, "What an ending, what an
 appalling ending!" Now he eried, " What a
 beginning, what a wonderful beginning !" Men
 had     pointed to him as showing whither the
 artistio life led : he would do sueh work in the
 future, carved out of his suffering.s, thab he
 might cry in triumph, " Yes ! this is justi where
 the artistie life leads a rnan."
  .Did no voiee ery t}o him, "Thou fool, thits
 night thy soul shall be required of thee1" After
 his imprisonment, Osear Wilde wrote the Ballad
, of Reading Gaol, and then died. Ring down the
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