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 humane and ratlonal code would not have re.
 garded him as orie aMicted, rnore meet for an
 asylum than a prison cell. That view finds
 confirmation from his own words : " What the
 paradox was to me in the sphere of thought,
 perversity beÅëame to me in the sphere of pas-
 sion. He was, that is to $ay, if nat mentally,
 morally insane.
   Habituated by nature and wont to luxury and
 selfljindulgence as he had been, sybarite and
 hedonist in the widest sense of those terms
t he was, equity, had it entered mto the matten
 of his sentence, a maximum one} two years im.
 prisonment with hard labour, the most breaking
 down permitted by law, would have suggested st
 that upon oNe of such antecedents prison life, $
 with its rigours, its monotony, its humiliations, '
 must tell with a hundred-fold crushing severity.
  The book affords teo ample testimony Qf how i
  and what he suffered: .'u,
   I have 1atn !n pnson fer nearly two years. Ou9
                          despair; an                                     abandone be' of my nature has come wild
 ment te grief that was piteous even to look at;
                                     that wept temble and impotent rage; anguish
                           no voice; sorrew that aloud , misery that ceuld find
 was dumb.                                            "{"tl
                                  Methuen ana g
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Slt prptdence, a survival of the midd!e or the dark
M ages, he was a cnminal at a!l, whether a more
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 garded him as orie aMicted, more meet for an''i
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ropes oakum till one's finger-tips
grow menial oMces with whiehr
each day begins and finishes, the harsh orders thatg
routine seems to necessitate, the dreadful dre$s thaG
makes sorrow grotesque to look at, the silence) the
solitude, the shame

Once more
  While was m Wandsworth pnsen lenged to.
die It was my one desire. When, after two
months in the infirmary, was transferred                                       here.
and found myself growmg gradually better m
                                       deter- sphysical health, was fi11ed with rage
mmed to commit suicide on the very day on which-fi
  left pr:son
  To make matters worse his mother died while
he was m confinement: "No one knew how
deeply loved and honoured her. Her death-.N
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  The plank bed,.ii,IEh, e loathsome fo6d, the hQrd!
               into' oakum till one's,                                    finger-t!ps .-ropes shredded
"grow dull with pain, the menial othces with which
;each day begins and finishes, the harsh orders thati'
,routine seems to necessitate, the dreadful dress that
 makes sorrow grotesque to look at, the silence, the',.

i,tsolitude, the shame. '' '"
   While I was in Wandsworth prison I longed tQS
•Ldie. ,It was my one desire. When, after two.

.' months in. the infirmary, I was transfexred -herg,'-'
iand found myself growing gradually betteri.
f'physical health, I was fi1!ed with rage. I deter'"'
•
.mined to comrnit suicide on the very day on whictsi••

."ltl left prison. '• -i   To make matters svorse his mother died while .'.
'•;-he was in confinement: "No one knew how''
" Ldeeply I lovesl-rapd honouburgd her. Her death-g-
,'

 was terrible to me;but I, once a lord of !an-g
,i.J guage, had no words, in •which to express rny
''  anguish and my shame." •t •
.tBut Worse Remained.
:` Misfortune was not done with bim yet ; stil

.'  worse was in •store for him :
   I had lost my name, my posl.tion, my happiness
                      . ririF#s a prisoner andLmy ,freedom, mY wealth
L.pauper. But I still had my children left. Sud

                                      the law .denly they were taken away from me by
iit, was a blow so appalling that I did not lmo
iwhat to do, sqI fiung myself on my knees an
, bowed my head and wept.• År.
 .That was his sotrow's crown of sorrow; the
 he drank the cup of wormwood to the dregs
}and plumbed the very nadir of misery. H

 ' Åëomments .en the inciderit : " We are denied th
ione thing that might heal us and keep us, tha

.` imight bring balm to the bruised heart, an
"J peaÅëe to the soul in pain." Yes, so it is wit
 .eur law •and prison discipline, a system
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 erably styles himself. He says:
   was a man who stood in' symbolic relations.te i;
 e art and,culture of pay age. I had realised this'':'
   myself at the very dawn of my manheod, and',
 ad forced my age to realise it afterwards. Fe.t-'''
 en hold such a position in their own lifetime, an
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  discerned at all, by the historian or the criti
  ng after both the man and his age have passe
 way. With me it was different.'.•I felt it mys
' and made others• feel it. Byro,p was a symboli'
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  A's!stHrtngTgPgPa curious psychelogical prpble!ii2t

                         who entertained           im how was he, confronted h
9such transcendent almost fantastic conceptions
 of the importance of his personality, to face thetL.
 world on his llberation? Was he, as some ad
 vised, to forget that he had ever been in prison
                                 fata!----                              be at all? That he decided would
ifi-l$e"i•'.bt,Re,'ip:ixta/,c.'A:,saYFi,aS.#,#.År'tihi.sO,w`,gh/]'itS,.Oo#'be.Z2.\hig'l,ti
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                                   Free                           world. terness of feeling against the
 from all resentment hardness, and scorn, he
 would be able to face life with much more calm
vand confidence than l}e would were 'his body m "E
Ypurple and fine inen and the soul within him
gsick with hate. Morality could not help him.
gHe was a born antinomian•                          Religion could
9not help him. His faith was given not to thmgs
{ unseen, but to the visible and the tangible, and
ithis gods dwelt in temples made with hands.
ti Reason could not help him. It told him that
)N the laws under which he was convicted were"
S wrong and un]ust laws, and the system under
 which he had suffered a wrong and                                  Unjusts
  system.

 Whence carne his help?
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   Whither, then, was he to look for aid? To
 that somethmg hidden away in his nature,tlike
 a treasure in a field. HumMty but Humility"
 in the artist he somewhat esoterically defines as
    frank acceptance of all experiences. His
 suffeting and sorrows in gaol were to be re-
                                   self garded but -as means to more complete
tvexpression and self-realisation 'the only things •
gi of value m life, but as helps to his own pintu`
;alisation and self-perfection. Pleasure," says
 he, for the beautiful bedy but pain for the
 beautiful soul."
  Christ, the most supreme of mdividualists, as '
he calls Him, and the story, save in sacred writ

eP.RW.,h.&re.felhS2,M.O,\e,.e.xaM"5sAte.i,ysa.",g.Cufyfiga"gh',y.

 sympathy with sin and suffering, as being mt
ethemselves' beautiful holy things and modes of'
 perfection, are elaborately cited as at once the
:chief exemplar and the highest eXposition of his.

 theories of life and self-developmenutr•
   Anotther source of solace and of support
ge which he looked to was Nature whom we often
 and rightly designate as pitiless, lovely as shei
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p
of the importance of his personality, to face the1

 world on his libera'tion? XVas he, as some.ad-l
` vised, to forget that he had ever been in prison vg
" at all? That he decided would be fatal--s

t" nothing less than the denial of his soul• Should S
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•'  him -it was impossible ;to one of his renown the.
if world was shrivelled to a handsbreadth, and,
g everywhere his name was written on the rocks.'
 in lead. Never tossmile. agai•n, to wear gloom ,•.l•

 as a king wears purple, that qlso would never..r ,
 do still less should he cherish any possible bit-• 'E'l?gtdieg2g20f.tsf,ienltZ-"fe:.Illl,/I/trSd.tR2th,sg,:•gOsrikc.?gng,.lhe.'e,t

                                   ' and confidence than he would were his body in •"
 'purple and fine linen and the soul withm him
l] sick with hate. Morality could not help him.e
l" He was'a born antinomian. Religion                                     could
t.-ndt help him. His faith was aiven not to things.l
• unseen, but to the visible a.nd the tangible,' and ':
"his gods -dwelt in temples made with' hands.
                       im. It told him thattt Reason could not help h
gthe laws under which he was convicted wer
/{•lwrong and unlust laws, and the system under)i'

t..which he had suffered a wrong and unjust.
{-' system. ' ' ' ' '' •
l'Whence came his help?
k'' Whither, then, was he' to look for aid? To•,.
I that somethlrig hidden away iR his nature,`like •
. a treasure in a- field. HumMty ;. but Humility

, 3, in the artis't he somewhat• esQterically defines as •
L} the ftiank acceptance of .all exReriences• His•

 suffeting and sorrows in gaol were to be re.,''•
 garded but -as means to•mote. complete self-';.
 ,eXpsession and self-realisation :,the ionly thmgsi'
 pf valu'e in life, but as helps' to his ,ew- n spmtu.;'
l.lalisation and self-perfection Pleasure, says-
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 ". Christ, the mest supreme of individualists as
 he calls Him, and the storY, save in sacred• Writ,.,
 nowhere else more exouisitely and 'touchinglyi
 relabed of the supreme Man of Sprrows and hist
 sympathy with sin and suffermg, as being m
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 with stars, so that I may walk abroad m the dark-
. ness without stumbling, and send the vvind over my
E.footprmts, so that none may track me to my hurt
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  Alqs ! the book of Nature too soon closed lts
pages to mortal eyes that had ever been respon-
sive to beauty in all its manifestations.
  Nor should we begrudge to the unfertunate
his protective egoism, and after all he had more
right than most to be egotistical. Let us hope
that those philosophising attempts, half-con-
sciously self-deceptive as they must have been,
to put the best face upon a broken heart, served
him in good stead towards the last. On leav-
ing prison he found himself forsaken by all but

a.,{a,kteeJ.fe,w,6.,",Ss,d,zz.z.itng'?l?.ys.gGd.b.ee.e

tabooed as an Qbscene expression. He took re-
fuge in Paris, and there, almost destitute m a
humble 1ittle hotel, sheltered by the charity of a
foreign host, kindlier to him than his own
countrymen, he died in agony, raving and
clutching his head, and was buried in the vast
suburban cemetery of Bagneux. ,
  One of the characters in ene of his plays,
"  Lady Wmdermere's Fan," I think, is made
to say " Our feet are in the gutter, but our eyes
towards the stars." Poor Oscar Wilde ; if his
eyes were ever on the summits, more than the
feet of him had lain in the kennel, though
now, as we will hope, his troubled soul has
gainedatranquil star. S.
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fwith stars, so that may walk abroad in the dark-.i.
 ness without stumbling, and send the wind over my
'footpnnts, 'so that none may track me to my hurf -:t
Lshe will cleanse tne in great waters, and with'.
- bitter herbs make me whole.

   Alqs ! ,the book of ]N'ature too soon closed itS,-'
 pagesto mortal'eyes that had ever been respon`..
 sive to beauty in all its manifestations.
   Nor sheuld we begrudge to the unfort'unatel'-
 iis protective egoism, and after all he had moret..
 right'than most to be.egotistical Let us hope•
 that tho$e Philosophising' attempts, half-con-i•
 sCiously s'elf-deceptive as they must have been,
- to put the best face upon a broken heart, served
 )im in good stead- towards the las,ti On leav-Lf
 ing prison he fourid hifnself forsaken by all but i'
.i a faithful few.. His dazzim.crs plays had been{
iwithdrawn froirh the stage.' His name was'
- tabeogd as a.n obscene expression. •, He took ret':

 fuge m Paris, and there, almost.de•stitute in a.i
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humble little hotel, sheltered by the charity of '`

'' foreign.hest, kindlier to him th.an his own•I
;.ÅëQuntrymen,.he died.in agony.,- raving andli
iclutching his head, and was buried in the vast,

' suburban cemetery of Bagn' eux. •, ' l.

  . One' of the characters in one of his plays,'A
.'  "`. Lady Windermere's Fanj" I think, is made.
g• to say " Our feet are in' the gutteri but our eyes,
' . towards the. stars." Poor Oscar 'Wilde;if his;i
l.: eyes were ever on• the summitS, more than theii
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 Profundis," the prison meditationsiof Oscar Wild
ILi/l)IM•i8Sallilh`"`tttsvi61gP.-P,'wiiSd',"fie.t"'fid6k,l•ll,l'g•h.tRh,a.Xei.b,eE".8i"

xV

 .. ''  '-Rove

r.

t

i

t

l-g

       sk
  ts

yk -

t

F

-"
."hi.Oeit,,ge.fel/lily.Ct/Of"htt,eh.M,,,Ph,Oe',aahrr.ti,ealShe.apr.e.ro:Ou,'n,g2zt's',e"-'

  ouch of sorrow. ,IH.,
 t

  nd :t would not havc .
!ieenwronglyentitled.:-tt
  . ot that Oscar Wildei .
 . camereligious. He
 says .explicitly, "Re-

l/Iig/i•nB\d.tOiShiJ2•/•wrthg.R,ee.2.cPtsi"igllge'-'-

ttw..{e,aiii.a,tion,,g{,,th.e,ias

,l:Iis life, his concepL.
, tion of the divinity oii.
 sorrow, it was worth
1'g.Y.hgle,.t,O,es".V,e,.g,O,",e-.to.,;liJ-i-,.

fl There is still some. i-et- -•'-""
ELP,andgibitOi.MSh.a'iM,g.st.;ng

, y' pang . Galilean peasant
' itnagimng that he couldT

rc n---

 bear on his own sLh-oulder
g the burden of the entir
r" world...and not merel
g.nmagtning it, but actuall
g,ffhCehiep"ri&genitt'mSoOmtehnattai

 "'ho c6me in contact witl
. 1,is persopality . . .
+.,some way find that th
i/L';sigll:ftSeSnOf.,tP,eyir.O.Wd"ihin

ÅrtigeeaalUetdYtOoftthheelht.Sorrowre.

ifThe whole book is a
$e,r8,/ee}f,n2eg9•$/?,g,X,9gh:Åí,g

 a Tadiant hope, will be
 priz;ed       and cherished
 long after all his other
 works and those of

a
g

-

       -

     For here is
  which will find
awakened by the.
   e - "# -H tS'=L S4?iee ' },"  

,."       .hesel.llliiff]E gs..r .
tkll-.

Lt]

;.-

 t-eU

N

i - e dit )tqz

'"hHr-. Jr v" 'Se -mSe" wttx .-t -erur

re
'

- ,k"

lv
)lt•

3,
"ky•

-aj
    tl

"

ll

/ 3?,

"X.tpt

.r

 l/

"
"

t;

'g
{.'2 År,

9i

Rev

u

in

 ve  v-L
'"

  tJNN

i

"-ffiee
Ll-Ev-  ..L;  r" 1"

1ti.ki+'` ,/i/g/

il

ii t ,,digc

s/l//igi'sx

Sl S""F
xiif,a•

     s

     ti],esv

j g, ts
   ut •;Åq;s

   /

i/ge'1'

g.i; 
 -: l'g.

c,

N

)

t'

     i'. , asX'H,

1.t

         Jr...

                       :'t

      'li- tk

el

--

Sv

?si

N

.CF.

-

        it' 'w
c

              s

  ny7
-r. or ... ri

 
 
 vge

tv

$•

 Jl-

-1

as ig

es- -

-  "-rt )tu

 "" nyvrv .pai-"-")asN

-H""ijt

     rcv
     "t.stvt---.V-.il

 .g
    -:. 1

.tV ! -1'

      x

   ."i '"i

    -. ")
..-  '

-

il

 rintrt- b-Etl

     "t
      1

al

2019-03-18 Jissen Women's University Library 98



"'' r

t"

-"- .

ELRa id

vatarwtt!. tsg

Revie
. ,.=-- .'t.- I

'Dei')ibf'tindig'.By6s62'liWimS. TM'ethuen•
    A remarkable manuseript wiitten in pnson
    sent to the author's. friend, ]kobert Ross,
    forth the view that sorrow is the crown
    pletion of the artist's life.

       ,g. .. tr ib--.tt L..'" .                    •eLGIv:i,       ., .). ,-'.' -il •ti -
          '. . ;"Z- "i• 'l' r'' '..
  2{T ;'; r,..s

!9UU,'S., r,..t-.•. ,.
            ..t     ......;...s' "' ''
                  t- '1ptts',
                  r-. V'•. t
                 ' ' '' {' i' '
                     .t t./. tt. .                     t:. .t              5s.netiYE ',....;.. ' ':ts .

             ' and ,[' ''              setting " {-'`';-
            and eom. -                    i .. '". 'I- '

       pte'.'zaiibrwjg.gzlf:tttl,rtt,,rrc"3.

        -OSCAR WILDE'S RRISON MEDITATIONS.
   A profoundly interesting and pathetic book is ".De
          " the prison meditations of Oscar Wilde, Profundis,
i•[l,igdth`"`eHn6.i6E,P.P,'wiiSd',"fe.tu'fid6k,lg,'ff•h.tRh.a.Vdei.b,e?j",.8iB;•

u-.===.=r.-L            not h"ave bear'on his own shoulders
      wrongly entitled. ' the' burden of the entire.,
                              wo.rld...and not merely,     that Oscar Wilde
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 credible in the idea of a
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 beauty of their sorrow re-
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                A PRODIaAL.
 DeProfundis. ByOscarWilde. (iVSeth"en. ss.)
t{ii.E:.s,s,tga.n,fieS7,,m,etfn.g,,b,o.o.k,"R,,b,e,,r,e.a.df.oG,t,h,e,s.ts't.k,in.g,

` the record as a unique revelation of mental and spiritua]
te experience will depend for each reader upon the answer
g he gives to the question, Is it a sincere utterance, or is the
t writer posmg once more--after a new and unexpected
 fashion ? In spite of some mdieations of the old Oscai
     e and of his artifieiality and eolossal vamty--it would Wild
 be more than a miracle if so suddenly all trace of his formei si
 Lgelf had disappeared--we believe that the record is, in the g
Itnha.in.•,kh,e,?Mh,c.e.rgeheshp.rebs,se',o,n,,o,Åíad.igi9grds.p,,i•r.i.t.t.hdat,.cffa.m,eintgo.

I The book was writtefi during the last months of his im-
                            It contains, incidentally,Igi'ite'O,",,M.ble.nt,.idi',P.e,a.dti.."g.g,a•,Ohldeservespondering----ofthe

Yd,,e.h.u
rgha.ngtr.n,gki.nfti,uhe.n,ce,,o,f.,o.u,r.eriljo,nh.t&e,ait,m.,g,nt,•.g.nd,.y.e8

 aSTtrhaenfigresEekdeeyMnPottieOgtruckmthebookisofthemarvelof

 sorrow. `It is really a revelation. One drseerns things
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be6fitgEe fiki/ilre'r discerned before.' There are times when sorrow
 seems to the writer the only trubh. If when he is free a
                                              bub friend omits to invite him to a feast he wil1 not c&re,
 if any friend refuses to let him share a sorrow he will feel

 it bitterly.
"ii..i.ih,ftg,e,a.,rig,h,t.t.o,,s,ha.r.e,ig,zo,er?,w,•,g,n,d..h,e.v.'3o,,c.a,n,,go,o.k.:t,,k:g

' of the wonder of both, is m immediate contact with divme things,
g and has got as near to God's secret as any one can get.

if'i The sorrow of the world, instead of bemg as he once
X,g.O.hUtli#,lhgeszeep.ur,,oe..S.2.X.X,ft,e?RCg.OilTg.i\Oi,dd82'"h.g.:YZXs.LSetfagC2eg.tbX,gyO.Mth.eg,

 man, for whorn the world was made, reach the ful1 stature
 Of ithSe?eerfiseCftriaOnnk" confesslon and condemnation Of WrOng"

 doing and self-ruin:
   The godg had given me almost everythmg. But I leb myself be
"lured mto long spells of senseless and sensual e&se. I amused

 myseif with bemg a IZanew , a dandy, a man of fEushion. I surrounded
 myself with the smaller natures and the meaner minds. I became
 the spendthrift of my own gemus, and to waste an etemal youth
 gave me a eurious loy. Tired of bemg on the heighbs, I deliberately
 went to the depths m the searoh for new sensation.

ii lie,i/jm.p,i,yiof.oiio.wfiefi.pLe.aii}xie..andd.,for.ge.tkt,i,Bg.;thun.t..egftr,y,

,character,' the writer finds that he had ceased to be
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                  A PRODIGAL.
  DeProfundis. ByOscarWilde. (Meth"en. ss.)
               moving book will be read for the striking  THis strangely
                                       But the value of  beauty both of its thought and of its style.
  the record as a unique revelattion of mental and spiritual
:S.X,',P//lr/iis/iX'Z,,,pR,2i,xq/l.i:P:eti,,R",),f//Pi'g'8'/kC,",;Silg.,P.",t:/eP,X'?,\e:.'Rxi,118,W:./PS,

      e and of his atÅéificiality and eolossal vanity---it would Wild
, be more than a miracle if so suddenly all trace of his forme}'
'"  g.elf had disappeared--we believe that the record is, in the
 main, the sincere expression of a new spirit that came to
  the writer through the bitterest degradationand suffering.
 The book w&s writtefi during tthe lasb months of his im-
i/g":'S.O,\l"bP."k•.irdi',P.ea,.dilLg.g,a•,91'd.`,t.,C.O.gb,a.i;lila.l"iCgd.'..nlaLihYg

Ie,e.h.um,,a.ngtr.n,g,i.n,fl,uhe.n,ce,,o.f.,o.u.r.etrmso,n,.t&e,a,t,m,,g,nt,•.a,.nd,.y.eg

  aSTtrhaenfigresEekdeeyMnPottieOkruckinthebookisofthemarvelof

 sorrow. `It is really a revelation. One diseerns things
'"S6fitt;"e 'asneVtt'r':'Uiscerned before.' There are times when sorrow
  seems to the writer the only truth. If when he is free a
  friend omits to invite him to a feast he wil1 not care, but
  if any ftiend refuses to let him share a so.rrow he will feel

 it bitterly.

iiovi eihiRe"sesaofrLghhetwtoOr/fhainedighSaOrt"OitW,'soarhrdowh,eaWnhdOreCaali"sgOsOokm2'thl:eg

l of the wonder of both, is in immediate contact with divine things,
l• and hss got as near to God's seeret as any one can geU,

ii The sorrow of the world, instead of being as hes. onee
X,kO.h"tlil,6hg"\zee,gr,eegSi.2.X.X,ft,e2..gg.Oiltg.\Oi,dd8;•:.g.gyZXs.LSetf/gC2egsbX,i,O.n,:.e/r

  man, for whom the world was made, reaeh the ful1 stature
  of its perfection.'
    There is frank confession and eondernnation of wrong-
  doing and self-ruin :

iiur'eh de ignO
tg'gesgsip"eei"lsMo2asLMngeSfe8sVeSnY3hYegn'suaB,Ugaisei.etiMYaSm"u'sebed

  myself with being a IZaneur, a dandy, a man of fashio4. I surrounded
  myself with the smaller nabures and the meaner minds. I beca•me
  the spendthrift of my own genius, and to wastlre an etern.al youth
  gave me a eurious joy. Tired of being on the heighbs, I deliberately
  went to the depths in the search for new sensation.

 tIn simply following p!easure and forgetting "that every
  little action of the common day makes or un-m&kes
                                                to be                                         eeased ,eharacte;,' the.writer fuds that he had
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                            " t - '-til   st lord over himself. Now, in the degradation of prmson life,
      he regains himself. He faces the actual facts of the past
   " and the present. Absolute humility, he feels, is the only
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     cherish always and to all people the spirit of love. Just
     as the body absorbs thmgs of all kinds, even things common
     and unclean, and                        transforms them into strength and
     beauty; so the soul,he drscovers, can transmute what in g
     :kS.e.lfghiSt b.ftSde,fC,'6\&Ig.and degradmg into noble moods of /;,

   wth.Otfifih.eh,fu•i,heStht,a.",dit,M,O,S,t..rkeY.afrtsahb.iep,P.af6't..oiitshpe,&O,Oi.k.'i

  , made upon him as he read agam in prison the story of
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     will give some idea of the sympathy and beauty withaj
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     Yet the whole life of Christ-o entirely may sorrow atid beauty l
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     the door of the sepulehre. One always thinks of IIim as a young R
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     Himself ; as a shepherd straying througha valley with his sheep m f
     seareh of green meadow or cool stream ; as a smger trying to build
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       Now and then the writer of this remarkable book strikes ,
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 thing for him; he must not indulge in any bittemess i.
 against the world, however harsh and hostile, he must fi"
 cherish always and to all people the spirit of love. Just
 as the body absorbs things of all knds,even things common -
 and unclean, and transforms them inbo strength                                                 and
 beauty; so the soul,he discovers, can transmute what in ;
 itself is base, cruel and degrading into noble moQds of i,

 thought and feeling. • g.   Of the finest and most remarkable part of the book, /i" "'-''•' '':"
 that in which the writer speaks of the profound impression i -
            him as he read again in prison the story of ' :.,. made upon
 the Gospels, and of the wonder and adm-iration to which it •f, -- ;'1 -
 mo ved him, we can say little here. The following passage ,i, :-' ,,:I-.'; ,•-• •

 will give some idea of the sympathy and beauty wibh.$ "
 whieh the theme is treated:                                                     ,g.
                                                     ti t .. Yet the whole life of (ihrist-so entirely may sorrow and beauty S - '
 be made one in their meaning and manifestation-is really an IE ,t-.i
idyll, though it ends with the veil of the temple being rent, and the g F- ;.i." •.t

                                             rolled to 'vj'.r.•.. darkness eoming over the face of the earth,                                  and the stone
                       One always thinks of }l'im as a young i,,l the dobr of the sepulehre.
 bridegrobm with his companions, as indeedHe somewheredescrihes li
Himself;as a shepherd straying throughavalley with his sheep in //l
searoh of green meadow or cool stream ; as a singer trying to build
IO.".t ,OEht.he.Mh.us/.ie.t.h,eldWa"llikOi.the,.C5tff.ofGod;or&saloverforwhose

  Now and then the writer of this reinarkable book strikes •
a wrong. np.tQ. ,.BgsAe..and then he lets his old love of whimsical

tparZgcrox lead him astray, but m sphe of that the book
" tsears witness to the high qualities of his nature, which ..
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       A]i U.SE"T :• N. EE
  The new bookby Oscar Wilde has more meaning
for those who knew him than for others, though it
     have some influence even with the mostmust
Shoughtless. I saw Oscar Wilde in his most glow-
ing hours, and I saw him when life's gloom was '
tragic. It was his experience to know the meaning
of .literary success in London-for which so many '
strive an.d only the few obtain. He was•a society
Jester, wrth fun and philosophy, and many gifts '
beside. His temperament with success was a
dangerous possession, and in his later conclusions,
after tragic chastening, he knew that he was made
for a law unto himself. But this is limited jus-
tice, and the good man must think- of others, as
his pleasure may be their ruin. Wilde lacked self-.
control, and having the rrveans, London opened its
co$tliLes..t ang worst gates to his gold-laden purse ;

 and had coppers been there, instead of sovereigns,
 he would never have seen the prison-cell as an
 enforced inmate.

              ***
   The prison brought out powers which nobody
 thought he had, but the possibdities of a true poet
 like Wilde-and the true poet has humour with
 his tearyare beyond common conceptien. These
 possibilities are frequently a revelation to the poet- '

 himself, for his soul is as afield, and weeds and
 fiowers spring up unexpectedly. Discipline and
 solitude bring organisation to thought, bhouech
 some may question this in regard to the poetic
 temperament, to which liberty may be as life.
 However, we know noble work has been written ,
 in prison, and the regular life within its frowning-
 walls may give the mind finer growth. To some
 extent we are all in prison, and never out of it.
 We do not call the house or the room a prison, but
 such it is. Kept to narrower limits, and the mind
 getting freer play, its expression will be stronger
 and brighter. Wilde could not regulate himself,
i but when others compelled him to live a simple,
l.severe life, he found his capacity for thought of
!• greater activity than ever.

               *** •   In his poetic phrasing he speaks of the tirr}e
 when he went down the primrose path to the music
 of lutes. At this time he gave out his smart say-
 ings, coloured by very questionable morality. He
                                       with 1                                  gold,                            jingling was spoilt by success, and the
            praise from weak minds, overthrew meaningless
 him. The casual observer who saw him then, and,
 listened to him, would have been incred• ulous had .
  a prophet whispered some of the sentences which,
  in cold, severe light, and with an emancipated
  soul, he was to write in Reading gaol. It is Won-
  derful how the poetic temperament, in its nobler
  moods, is attracted to the work of the Reformer
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 dangerous possession, and in his later conclusions,
 after traglc           chastening, he knew that he was made
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 his pleasure may be their ruin. Wilde lacked gelf- .j
gEg,n2fi•glla.".d@P.a.";g,gg.hÅí,,m,e.a"i,•,L,o.?,d.gg,2p.ese.gs6t?.'i/v

;Talilld- fiad coppers been there, instead of sovereigns,

 he would never have seen the prison-cen as an
 enforced inmate.

              ***   The prison brought out powers which nobody
 thought he had, but the possibilities of a true poet
 like Wilde-and the true poet has humour with
 his tears--are beyond common conceptien. These
 possibilities are frequently a revelation to the poet--
 himself, for his soul is as a field, and weeds and
 fiowers spring up unexpectedly. Discipline and
 solitude bring organisation to thought, thousch
 some may question this in regard to the poetic
 temperament, to which liberty may be as life.
 However, we know noble work has been written ,
 in prison, and the regular life within its frowning•
 walls may give the mind finer growth. To some
 extent we are all in prison, and never out of it.
 We do not call the house or the room a prison, but
 such it is. Kept to narrower limits, and the mind
 getting freer play, its expression will be stronger -/1

lced,tefi2g.hts,rh,,gVti.d.e,c,3u,g,d,n,•o.t{sgkLage./j,m.ss,ge

l.severe life,.h.e found his capacity for thought of
{ greater activity than ever.

               *** •   In his poetic phrasing he speaks of the time
 when he went down the primrose path to the music
 of lutes. At this time he gave out his smart say-
, i gs, coloured by very questionable morality. He
;, was spoilt by success, and the jingling gold, with
l• meaningless praise from weak minds, overthrew
:him. The casual observer who saw him then, and
L listened to him, would have been incredulous had
 a prophet whispered some of the sentences which,
  in cold, severe light, and with an emancipated
  soul, he was to write in Reading gaol. It is Won-
  derful how the poetic temperament, in its nobler
  moods, is attracted to the work of                                the                                   Reformer
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 we call Chnst. With all the criticisms of the'"
 centuries, there are the preacher's str'ange, simple
 words; and in all our modern complexities and ,
 bewilderments they hold us, and are gaining
 strength with the thoughtful. Wilde must have -
 read and meditatedmuch in relation to HolyWrit,
 and he was far nobler then than with his cigarette
 carelessly receiving the approbation which people
 poured on work that wi11 be forgotten when " De
 Profundis" will hold the thoughtful student. It
 is well, in our days of en(lless superficial writing,
 that a deeper note is struck, and we can ponder k ,s
 pages which have a real message. Oscar Wilde t
 left us a legacy through his life's tragedy.
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                                                      'Ylr" -"w" DE PRoFuNDIS."
   Wilde's "De Profundis," it is said, is attracting a wide eircle of
readerg, interested no doubt in the morbid self-revealment of a broken
man soothing the misery of his prison life with piteous platitudes about
humility and resignation. It is a sad spectacle, but we would advise
those whose hearts may have been touched by the prison agonies of a
sensitive "man to bethink themselves of the whole question oÅí prisoBs
and legal punishment. Some years ago this subject waq beingdiscussed,
and some agitation seemed to be growing that promised hope of reforms.
]L)qothing, however, has been done,and the tbousands of unhappy
victims on whom our brutal system takes its vengeance are enduring S
these tortures without the power of expressing all they suffer. "The g
Ballad of Reading Gaol" would far better repsy perusal than " De e
Profundis," for here we have the most seathing jndictment of our fl
prison system ever written. Let the English people recall those heart- si'

                The vilest deeds, like poison weeds, S
                   BIoom well in prison air: $
                It is only what is good in Man
                  That wastes and withers there:
            , Pale Anguish keeps the heavy gate,
                  And the Warder is Despair.

      " b' ' .s.bev--=ak.L it tt
                h' sGr"v CL' x,
           . "De Profundis," by Oscar Wilde, has been
         , widely read, and is, beyond question, one of the
              most unique works seen for years. Wilde wrote
t'

b :. every word from his heart, and, as a life-record in
                                                             s              strange circumst2nces, it touches the soul. The
              pen of Wilde was destined to work in                                                 very varied
            - scenes, and the fine lessons of "De                                                 Profundis "
              should be of much use to us all. Many lectures
              could be given from this book. Messrs. Methuen
      .-. and Co. are the publishers.
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 we call Chnst. With all the criticisms of the
 centuries, there are the preacher's str'ange, simple
 words; and in all our modern complexities and
 bewilderments they hold us, and are gaining
 strength with the thoughtful. Wilde must have
 read and meditatedmuch in relation to HolyWrit,
 and he was far nobler then than with his cigarette
 carelessly receiving the approbation which people
 poured on work that will be forgotten when " De
 Profundis" will hold the thoughtful student. It
 is well, in our days of endless superficial writing,
 that a deeper note is struck, and we can ponder
 pages which have a real message. Oscar Wilde
 left us a legacy through his Iife's tragedy.

L -Lr- tt ..Lt- .. L- ny . -t..L*sLt * *
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" DE PRoFuNDIS."
   Wilde's "De Profundis," it is said, is attracting a wide eircle of
readerg, interested no doubt in the morbid self-revealment of a broken
man soothing the misery of his prison life with piteous platitudes about
humility and resignation. It is a sad spectacle, but we would advise
those whose hearts mely have been ttouched by the prison agonies of a
sensitive -metn to bethink themselves of the whole question of prisons
and legal punishment. Some years ago this subject waLq being discussed,
and some agitation seemed to be growing that promised hope oÅí reforms.
Nothing, however, has been done,and the thousands of unhappy
victims on whom our brutal system takes its vengeance are enduring
theg.e tortures without the power of expvessing all they suffer. "The
Ballad of Reading Gaol"would far better repay perusal than "De •
Profundis," for here we have the most scathing jndictment of our
prison system ever written. Let the English people recall those heart-
rending !ines :-
                The vilest deeds, like poison weeds,
                   Bloom well in prison air :
                It is only what is good in ]SIan t
                  That wastes and withers there: ;
            , ,Pale Anguish keeps the heavy gate, :
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      "De Profundis," by Oscar Wilde, has been
    widely read, and is, beyond question, one of the
    most unique works seen for years. • Wilde wrote .:.L•
    every word from his heart, and, as a life-record in
    strange circumst'ances, it touches the soul. The t
    pen of Wilde was destined to work in                                   very varied
  - scenes, and •the fine lessons of "De                                   Profundis "
t

-
•'  should be of much use to us all. Many lectures

    could be given'frQm this book. Messrs. Methuen
 " .and Co. are the publishers.
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 of much that passes for literary criticism is de-
 plorably exemplified in the notices of the much-
 advertised volume which is represented as the
 last woTk of Oscar Wilde. Memories of that
 gifted and shamefully wasted life are still too
 painful to revive. No one ever doubted Oscar
 Wilde's intellectual gifts. Every one was aware
 of his brilliant opportunities. All marked his
 fall with a pitÅr which could not be dissociated
 from an admission of its justice and a certain
 sgnse of indignation that one who might have
 risen so high should have fallen so low. Such as
 he was, Oscar Wilde passed from public view ten
 ye.ars ago. He was not forgotten,-he was put
 aside.        The man had proved so utterly unworthy,
 he had so completely profaned and blasphemed
 the. poblest gifts and graces of humanity, the
 artistic sense, the faculties of painter and poet,
 the harvest of culture, the claims of domestic and
 personal purity,                  that there could only have
'/Sl?,"d,i2nhg,v,eoX,u.Cr"tYIgl/:fla'm,iebC,a,iil62,,gd:,R"3bit.C,a8n,tge?,/rÅíO,n,eii,

 in self-abasement striven to make amends for the
,l{.O,'fighhe.h.a,dd,O.2fitO,,h.g..M,a,",ity,'.thg.".h8SM.e,IRr,\

 cleansed, and claiming the consideration which is
 dueto"hpnmers-tadmissi!ILa--oftstu}tandL-!tgggglg!2gec tn
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 of the more excellent way. We should have more---
 than      tolerated a changed Oscar Wilde, we should
 bave offered him the tribute of that respect which
 is ovt'ed to "godly sorrow." The notices of "De ,
 Profundis" have, with some great exceptions,
 led the public to believe in this changed Oscar
 Wilde. They greatly err. The book is dis-
 appointing, it is even distressing. If it be really
 the work of Oscar Wilde in his prison, as we take
 it to be, then we have one more proof, if more
 proof were wanted, of the utter uselessness of all
 external agencies in the work of changing a man's
.heart. Viewed as detached pieces of 1iterature,
 there are fine passages in the book. This was to
l' be. gxpected. Oscar Wilde had everything but
 originality. He had culture, literary apprecia-
 tion, .f4cility .in perceiving and expressing,
            and above all memorr. Whistler rece tivlt
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     HE superficiality, the hollowness, we had T weii-nigh said the absoiute worthlessn.ess,

                                        de- of much that passes for literary criticism is
 plorably exemplified in the notices of the much-
 advertised volume which is represented as the -
 ]ast work of Oscar Wilde. Memories of that
 gifted and shamefully wasted life are still too ;
 painful to revive. No one ever doubted Oscar
 Wilde's •intellectual gifts. Every one was aware .
 of his brilliant opportunities. All marked his fi•
 fall with a pity which could i?ot be dissociated "}•
 from an admission of its just!ce' and a certain ,
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 he was, Oscar Wilde passed from public view ten
 ytears ago. He was not forgotten,•he was put
 aside. The man had proved so utterly unworthy,
 he had so completely profaned and blasphemed i
 the. poblest gifts and graces of humanity, the
 artistic sense, the faculties of painter and poet,
 the harvest of culture, the claims of domestic and
 personal purity, that there could only have
•. been one excuse for recalling public attention to
  his dishonoured name. Had the man changed, it
  had he repented in sackcloth and ashes, had he -,
  in self-abasement striven to make amends for the'i
  wEong he had done to humanity, then his-memory '11
:m!ght 'have been revived, in some manner-j
  cleansed,' and claiming the consideration which is :

.
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 of the more excellent way. We should have more
 than tolerated a changed Oscar Wilde, we should
, have offered him the tribute of that respect which
 is owed tb "godly sorrow." The notices of "De
 Profundis" have, with some great exceptions,
 led the public to believe in this changed Oscar
 Wilde. They greatly err. The book is dis-
 appointing, it is even distressing. If it be really
 the work of Oscar Wilde in his prison, as we take
 it to be, then we have one more proof, if more
 proof were wanted, of the utter useiessness of all
 external agencies in the wqrk of 'changing a man's
 heart. Viewed as detached pieces of Iiterature,
 there are fine passages in the book, This was to
 be expected. Oscar Wild had everything but
 origmality He had culture, literary apprecia-
 tion, facility .m perceiving and expressmg,'
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  with mimitable pathos the stor} of the man who
  raised his hat " as, handcuffed and with bowed
  head, I passed him by." It is also charactenstic
  of him that he should at once go on to spoil this
  movmg little story                   wrth the extravagance, "Men

.

,Phaa',9"gO&}e.kl.O,h8men..ÅíO,gs,g},aiW'E,,t,Ui,nEg.gha.n,

 k h.x perbole and inveterate use of the purple patch,
 . there are many observations and reflections m

Ettk}S.ubgOhOkafihluC:saraet2"inCh6?gmas?ndc2Sfty".tif"ft'isBa"st

 Pf vhe man were recordmg, not what he felt, but
  what he          thought. The picture is of Oscar Wilde
  as he would like the world to see him. And the
  worst of it is, that is the real man The dying
  crimmal, wntmg m the late mneties, is unchanged
  m heart and min                  d from the brilliant Poseur of
  the early eighties. He writes from the deptihs
  mdeed, but, it                would seem, without real moral
 , consciousness of his true position. For example,
  he preserves              the same absurdly exaggerated idea
  of his own position which made him the subJect
  of so        much good-humoured ridicule even in his
  balmy days "Few men hold such a position in
  their own 1ife-time, and have it so acknowledged.
  It is usually discerned, if discerned at all, by the
  historian or             the critic, long after both the man
 , and his age have passed away. With me it waS
  different. I felt it mÅrself, and made others feel
  it Byron was a symbolic figure, but his relataons
  were to the passion of his age and its weanness
  of passion. Mme were to somethmg more noble,
  more perma.nent, of more vital issue, of larger
  scope." The man who remamed so completely
  lost in self-deception as to his true place and
  work scarcely carries conviction when he proceeds
  to discourse on the paramount excellence Qf the
  vir-tue of humility It is not m the least sur-
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 .acked, said QÅí him !n that "YVhistler-plas which
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 with mimitable pathos the story of the man who
 raised his hat " as, handcuffed and with bowed
 head, I passed him by." It is also characteristic
 of him that he should at once go on to spoil this
 moving little story with the extravagance, " Men
 have gone to heaven for smaller things than
 that." Making allowances for Wilde's love of
k'  hvperbole and inveterate use of the purple patch,
 ,there are many observatiorts and refiections in
  his book which are touching and beautiful But
 .hrough all runs a vein of msmcenty It is as

;ifhti.h,e,{\?:.:Ege,.rec.'E2'n,g,6,:,og,lyrta;.h,e,g;iÅqi•,,b,,u,t

 .as he would like the world to see him. And the
 :worst of it is, that is the real man. The dymg
 h,criminal writing in the late nineties is unchanged

.,'- m heart and mind from the brilliant Poseur of
 the earlv eighties. He writes from the deptihs
 -'ndeed, but, it would seem, without real moral
 -.consciousness of his true position. For example,
 he- preserves the same absurdly exaggerated dea
                                     subject }of his own position which made him the
 'of so much good-humoured ridicule even m his
 balmy days. f` Few me'n hold such a position in
 their own life-time and have it so acknowledged.
 It is usually discerned, if discerned at all, by t•he
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tkif g'l.e.L prison are "foreshadowed and prefigured in my-
.i• r" books." That the man suffered in prison is un-
   i' questionable. That his suffering wrought any "
     sound moral result is open to doubt. Much of
     what he has to say about suffering is well-
l. '• expressed. But he seems to have very little idea
     of suffering as discipline. - He treats it chiefiy
  ,. in relation to the outside world, and not to the,
     inward sifting He contrives to convey the im-
     pression that he suffered unjustly as far as his
i"ig;a,'m }U" .i particular offence was concerned, although his
re.".utTtr life had been suchk..as bo deserve unishment.
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to make the world believe that his sentence was
the result of his mistaken confidence in justice
fhh.e,C,a.".?nil\,,r,ehfeh',tO..h,iS,Si.b.6,1.ta,cdtion)andnotof

  The book is in parts pathetic, but it is never
convmcmg. It is the record, as far as it is a
genume record and not mere posing, of a man
not reallÅr changed, who was capable of regret,e/,'d.,le.m,o,ts?dsP,ufi,.n,o,t.f,,\g,r8ta,big,,r2p.e,nt,a.ac.zil

                                             iof his failure, as he had never truly estimated the
measure of his powers and his achievements. It
has served to recall a memory which it does not
make clean On the whole, the strongest im-
                                            lpression it makes                is that of unavailmg pain m the
[RO,V.iedllliPu,ecdO,:eg.O/i:iMst.O//eci{,se,Cpir3/18,is,t/:o.'okPg'igg,Le?fiOki1

historian and the critic would busy themselves
in after ages, lookmg forward to successes still to
be achieved. "There is before me so much to
eo,;,h,at,2,::p,ui,d.rgg,aEnflu&se.tgErthbSf,,tga,g.e,dx.}fl
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F' His confession' , if s-uch it may be termed,'is a1 ,:i.'." - '1'"'-. "''[`ti' .f ''i'::-'"r`''.r

  general acknowledgment of yielding to perverse1 .[..'•.r J. tiii' '•W
  ggd,;X,gsn,;gihky.,selcg.P,e,e3B,ge,ga,n.blVh.a.S'hfh.e}1-'i'{,/l,i-I""-'`'"' ,.

  to make the world believe'that his sentence was•t- '"''•''' . '.
  the result of his mistaken confidence in justice . .iij.1i,-.;t,[i..
                           .  (he can only refer to his libel action) and not of 'l';,;.i.-•-
  the sin of which he was.convicted. , ,,/;.-1:':--. .i-',
  g2:'//,ie.isbinO,E06k.i'Åíti//?,,PtZ.2tS,rg.goglili;,i8Ls,lgabtsiis,iSLt"i,R;.eit,#.,,,...i.,,.,.,,...•s/iii'i'li'li']iii""z.'i{'11'',illll-ik,l/I,i',l/iL

  not really changed, who was capable of regret,i ;'+' "' :.: , -' •- ""
  and remorse, but not of veritable repentanCe;l .,. ' .... ". . ...-i-•,!.•L-
                                                .. - . :.i."t:;:ls t .st. t. ." /"-/.lftJk. st .vf,.Ii'P,iigzt:gtigirxi:.1,:sb6fi;,)'he,lad".ngeg,eS/X,2i2d//i.2sesgtih/l,l8.tse,X.t9hle[.,l,t"'tl•':i-"",liSJfi'l'i,'il,ifi'ilii

' has served to recallamemory which it does potS, '1'"i .;-fJ[,'s '
  make.clean. On •the whole, the strongest im- '- ::',,•'s'E' -.-.,.. ..•- .-a',,..
  gszs,/j.o",,L',,m•..akg,s iigP.a,te.{,",nkzv,'2i,iie,g,pBzz',th.e, i •,-i,,i iJ". -,).' i,'. x'- t''• :•••i

  the deluded egotist in his prison looking backi .' .--'.."..' .
  upon a careeT with which he fondly imagined the i
  h'istorian aRd the critic would busy themselves
  in after ages, looking forward to successes still to

  be achieved. "There is before•me so much to . ..
  do thatIwould regard it asaterrible tragedy ifI .,I;- .
  I di ed before I w• as allow ed to complete, at any I . ./ .,i,
  rate, alittle of it." Within three years of writing I ,."s.,.,,,f. i. .. :.
  that,. Oscar Wilde was dead, having dOne l -.tt.., ,", ,- f••..-.1:.i:';,f',ii.-"lti•I-L."-.L'-'r
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            Out of the Depths
fo Posthumous books have always a curious
 "voice from the grave" effect, even where
 they are nothing like autobiography. But the
 latest and last publication to bear the name of
 Oscar W'ilde, De Pro/undis (Methuen, ss.), is so
 tensely personal as to carry with it even a more
 ghostly significance than usual. We seem
,nowadays so far removed from the glitter, the
, paradox, the artificiality, the terrible tragedy
i which his name calls to mind, that it requires ,}
 something of a retroactive mental effort to take i
'

 up again the thread of the old and shocking story.
 Those of us who can remember the sheer
 delight with which the work )f this man was
 received, vv'ho can recall the otd charm, always
 somewhat exotic and superficial, of his plays
 and his books, have in the years which followed
 his oblivion grown somehow out of the humour
 for his strange genius. Much has been said
 and writte.n for some years about an unpublished
                                        i book in the hands of his literary executors,
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 said to have been written during the days of
ge,P.ri2.0",ee',`eb.,',lg'S.ig,;he,8o,g•I;hP.i;h,ts,nff. -

 Robert Ross, who evidently remained a friend i'                                               ;t
gf,it.gw,,,ifer.t,hg,o.ug.h.,ali,,bi':.tegn.e,s?..:..o.gh.e,?n,gl}

 pride which themeditor takes in this fact, and'
 in the constant allusion in the book to the
I friend R., which one can only suppose to be .i ;
 his own initial. If this is the case, and Mr.                                        I-
 Ross fails of the meed of merit which he thinks 3 .'
 should attach to such faithful service, he may i
 well console himself with the fine tributes paid "
 in the book itself to his fidelity. Here is a 'i..k;

 passage about such an act of friendship: -]
   "Where there is sorrow there is holy ground. .i
 il21M,ye.q,iaiYk.P.e.OP.i.ethWiAig/.rfeft•l.iS&•llwthha,tydt.h.atmea.n.sd•l'A

 natures like his can realise it. When I was brought
 down from my prison to the Court of Bankruptcy, ,
 between two policemen, waited in the long
 dreary corridor that, the whole crowd,

- +"s

;

1
''

t'
-N

 
 
 
,

;J...I
d

lkr.

Y- :". ...:

-

- 7' " tt  fit

.Lt

  p
  b'
 :s.- '
 V X-}ny.M

- d ""

x,

-li. -
. .a

t" -r v -

 -. X.

 ip'Z.•i

 hSl

v;- -t"-- gl

ss•tlllli.iiiili6'-kv'f     .::;'i}f-•     ,.

' s

1

,

ur

k'

illi

g'llilr i,il,rf,11L•`l ,!gl'   iij•i,

"`'i

,i

i,•s•.

"'lil/ili,s

{1

lii ti1

ikl
'it/` 

"'}

}

41.+ e
g'4

21i

t

ll

g/'

11iiii

?,llll  .{'

11.  a

:x

'

 
 
 

.'i   -lt
;

v

'iTvrse

-

/t'

r

.

" /1"' 
tr

  
-

s
z

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
t'

i-vi/

li":

"     c  "i-
k'll

P?=" IJ.r.

LG
H-' t -

   t

whom an action so sweet and simple hushed into -. - -tA
silence, he might gravely raise his hat to me, as, i.-F"• .
handcuffed and with bowed head, I passed him by. I rif'1
Men have gone te heaven for smaller things than S
that, It was in this spirit, and with this model
of love that the saints knelt down to wash                                   the
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             Out of the Depths
                                 Lv Posthumous bOoks have always a curious

" voice from the grave" effect, even where
 they are nothing like autobiography. But the
 latest and last publication to bear the name of
it,Oscar VV'ilde, De Prolundis (Methuen, ss.), is so
: tensely personal as to carry with it even a more
 ghostly significance than usual. We seem
,' nowadays so far removed from the glitter, the
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esomething of a retroactive mental effort to take
 up again• the thread of the old and shockng story.
 Those of us who can remember,the sheer
 delight with which the work )f this man was
 received, who can recall the old charm, always
 somewhat exotic and superficial, of his plays
i," and his books, have in the years which followed

 his oblivion grown somehow out of the humour
 for his strange genius. Much has been said
I• and writte.n, for some years about an unpublished
                                           ! book in the hands of his literary executors,.
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   il• of his life. There may be two opinions of the
   g. pride which the.editor takes in this fact, and,
   ts in the constant allusion in the book to the
                                              i    friend R., which one can only suppose to be ,
    his own initial. If this is the case, and Mr.
    Ross fails of the meed of merit which he thinks
    should attach to such faithful service, he may
    well console himself with the fine tributes paid
    in the book itself to his fidelity. Here is a
    passage about such an act of friendship:
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    handcuffed and with bowed head, I passed him by.
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to him about what he did. I do not know at
the present moment whether he is aware that I :.
was even conscious of his action. It is not a -
thing for which ene can render formal thanks "-

 in formal words. Istore it in the treasure house
 of my heart. I keep it there as a secret debt
  that I am glad to think I can never possibly
 repay. It is embalmed and kept sweet by the
 myrrh and cassia of many tears. When wisdom
 has been profitless to me, philosophy mere sound,
 and the proverbs and phrases of those who have
 sought to give me consolation as dust and ashes
 in my mouth. the memory of that little, lovely,
 silent act of love has unsealed for me all the wells
 of pity; made the desert blossom like a rose,
 and brought me out of the bitterness of lonelv
 exile into harmony with the wounded, broken,
 and great heart of the world."

 He who had been so wittv and so heartless
 appears here in a new light. The book is a
 veritable monotone of sorrow. It is, as it
. were,a voyage of discovery through the land of
 shadows, because until he entered the prison
 gate the writer seems never to have looked
 upon the face of grief or to have realised that
 it existed in a sad world. But, Columbus-like
 discoverer of lower depths though he be, he
 still remains what he best describes when

he calls himself a "lord of !anguage." The
book abounds in gems of phrase and paragraph,
and furnishes page after page which tempt
quotation. He traces the various stages of
suffering through which he has gone, and lays
utterly bare the inmost sacred places of his
soul, taunting the world to scoff if it dare.
Here, for instance, is his own verdict upon
himself :

  "r wi11 not say that prison is the best thing
that could have happened to me, for that would
savour of too great bitterness towards myselt.
I would sooner say, or hear it said of me, thab !
was so typically a child of my age, that in my
perversity. and for that perversity's sake, I turrbed
the good things of my life to evil, and the evil
things of my life to good."

Of his sufferings he says :

  "I have lain in prison for nearly two years.
Out of my, nature has come wild despair;s and
abandonment of grief that was piteous even t6
!ook at; terrible and impotent rage; bitterness
and scorn; anguish that wept aloud; misery
that could find no voice ; sorrow that was dumb.
I have passed through every pbssible mood of
suffering, and whi!e there were times when T
rejoiced in the idea that my sufferings were to be
ended.I could not bear them to be without mean.
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                                          '     'F i feet of the poor, o" stooped to kiss the lePLe-'r on''

   the cheek. I have never said one single word
   to him about what he did. I do not know at
   the present moment whether he is aware that I -r
  ". was even conscious of his action. It is not a'
   thing for which one can render formal thanks
   in formal words. I stere it in the treasure house
   of my heart. I keep it there as a secret debt '
   that I am glad to think I can never possibly
   repay. It is embalmed and kept sweet by the
   myrrh and cassia of many tears. When wisdom
   has been profitless to me, philosophy mere sound,
   and the proverbs and phrases of those who have
   sought to give me consolation as dust and ashes
   in my mouth, the memory of that little, lovely,
   silent act of love has unsealed for me all the wells
 g.::,Pig\.;.,ff,ad.e.`g:,d.e,Seiht.btOi9,S,g,M..gi,'ke.f"i.r.O.Sie.'

 'l exile into harmony with the wounded, broken,
 • and great heart of the world." -
 f'

 S He who had been so witty and so heartless .
   appears here in a new light. The book is a -
   veritable monotone of sorrow. It is, as it'
   were, a voyage of discovery through the land of i•;.,/-
                                                   '   shadows, because until he entered the prison {
   gate the writer seems never to have looked
   upon the face of grief or to have realised that
   it existed in a sad world. But, Columbus-like
   discoverer of lower depths though he be, he
  •stil1 remains what he best describes when
  he calls himself a "!ord of Ianguage." The
  book abounds in gems of phrase and paragraph,
  and furnishes page after page which tempt
 equota.tion. He traces the various stages of
 t suffering through which he has gone, and lays
 i, utterly bare the inmost sacred places of his

I/. soul, taunting the world to scoff if it.dare.
 \Here, for instance, is his own verdict upon
 t himself:
 t' "I wi11 not say that Prison is the best thing
   that could have happened to me, for that would
   savour of too great bitterness towards myself.
   I would sooner say, or hear it said of me, thab !
   was so typically a child of my age, that in my
   perversity, and for that perversity's sake, I tund
   the good things of my life to evil, and the evil
   things of my life to good."

  Of his sufferings he says:

     "I have lain in prison for nearly tvv'o years.
 i Out of my, nature has- come wild despair;-.ka.n..d..

   abandonment of grief that was piteous even to
   !ook at; terrible and impotent rage; bitterness
   and scorn; anguish that wept aloud; misery
   that could find no voice ; sorrow that was dumb.
   I have passed through every pbssible mood of
   suffering, and while there were times when I
   rejoiced in the idea that my sufferings were to be
   ended. I could not bQ,ar th. erp to be without mean-
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