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   'spnere

"

" 1'he, e"gsays called lnlenlfans have received tfie addcd

    distinction ofa translation into French bJ                                     r M. Joseph-
Renaud with an interesting biographical preface ; the
description by M.Joseph-Renaud,in fact, of the last
days of Mr. Oscar Wilde in Paris is far more realistia '

than anything thatlhave read :- .
  Certain soir, dans un bar du Boulevard des Italiens, un homme
pauvrement vetu me demanda la permission de s'asseoir a la table
voisine de la mienne. C'etait M. Wilde. Ou plut6t sa parodie
tragique,impitoyable! Le dandy a 1'ceillet vert, a l'habit pour le
pauvre, le maatre d'elegance des duchesses, si riche, si beau, le grandi
poete en prose et vers, le causeur surhumain, gonfiait grotesquement
un vieux couiplet de la Belle Jardiniere. Ses mains Etaient peu
soign6es et ses manchettes en cellulei'd. Incapable d'ecrire, le cer-
veau las il n'avait plus pour 1'entendre chaque soir que des habitues
de bars qui, par curiosite, lni payaient sa consommation! Il ne
restait de Lui que sa voix musicale et ses grands yeux bleus enfantins.
Je le revis plusieurs fois en le meme lieu. Il manquait d'argent,
de vetements, d'amis vrais.

I quote theleast tragic passage from a heartrending
story of crime and its punishments which appropriately
e,nds with the words: "Si M. Wilde fut coupable,
quelle expiation ! "

I   cannot agree, however, "'ith INI. Joseph-Renaud that
    the Life of Oscar VV'ilde by Mr. Robert Sherard
which has just been published by Greening is " a noble
work of art." It is interesting but there is too much
in it of very maudlin sentimentality which can do
NVilde no possible good and does not in the Ieast help
us to " place " him in the world of letters. There is too

    much about Mr. Sherard and not suthcient about
    Mr. XVilde as a creative qrtist. Years hence
    somebody may write a Life of Oscar VSrilde which
    will do much to give him his proper position,
    which will almost jgnore the whole of the sordid
    story of his downfall, which will leave that part of his

    life to the hack moralist of the pulpit and the press,

    but which will deal only with him as a writer of these

    books, Sebaslian Melvzollz, Poems, and lnlenlions.
    " Sebastian Melmoth"' by the way, was a pseudonym
    assumed by Mr. Oscar NVilde during his last years
    in Paris; he derived it from a work by his grand-
    uncle, Charles Maturin, the well-kno",n novelist
    and dramatist who wrote n7onlorio, TZte PVil(l
    lrish 6'o),, and Melmolli. Alelmolk was a famous
    boolÅq in its day and had .qTeat influence in France

    as well as in England. Readers of Maturin's
    career will see how painfully his Iife was reflected
    in his grandnephew.

2019-03-18 Jissen Women's University Library 151



-

t

/is•-

I ,,l,/4" /Si

1sk'i"1

'

g

11ii

il

                      

.iligi

{M,,X{,

il lil

ellsli,

iglf,v

s{

/i,2

,x,

}l

`

,l

1"li i

li,

      

,isfl,isn  ,tiÅí

  ee"'Ax

      -     k
    (pt
    .S,gtt

taee

"s!

dit l\,$
$e

sl

/L

l'

- .•  4.ii:)-;-

""k.

L . ttt' trg#vEie$i ;iEl!=p ptr "F7i-ptt' - . ty.'.v

       r. Humphreys publishes the book bearing' the
         simple title, Sebastian 0felmolth. It con-
   tains all the aphorisms, the wise and witty sayings,
   of Wilde's life ; many things here are flippant and
   frivolou$ but that the book is a classic of a kind I

   have not the faintest doubt. It is nearly always
   futility to venture to suggest what a future age
   may read, but it is at least a harmless arrM;sement
   to attempt to forecast it; and it seems to me quite
    possible that Sebastian Melmotk nlay be taken
    as one of the most lucid expressions of the point of
    view of the " intellectuals " in the last years of the

    Victorian era-the years which saw the reaction
    from the strenuous ]ife under which those had
    lived zz,hose favourite reading had been Carlyle
    and Ruskin, Tennyson and Browning.

 , Net'di•wa".g,h ,P,?,,.?eg,2•,,gaZl' S.:hL",?.'P.f 98CZ•:

  , lrelenlions. They are full, it seems to me, of one
    kind of talent, while the Poems are full of yet
    another. The volume produced by Mr. Mosher
    contains the Newdigate Prize Poem, "Ravenna,"
  ' the whole of the volume called "Poems,"originally
    published by David Bogtre in i88i ; thirdly, we-
  1 have"The Sphinx?'; and fourthly,"'rhe Ballad
  i of Reading Gaol." ]N'eedless to say, the first half
of the book of verse is the best-the poems written in
that early time of aspiration that might have made a

great man :-
        Methinks my Iife is a twice-written scroll
          Scrawled over on some boyish holiday
          With idle songs for pipe and virelay,
        Which do but mar the secret of the whole.
          Surely there was a time I might have trod
        The sunlit heights, and from life's dissonanee
          Struek one clear chord to reach the ears of God.
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       r. Humphreys publishes the book bearing' the   Mi
        simple title, Sebaslian .!Jfelnzolli. It con-
   tains all the aphorisms, the wise and witty sayings,
   of NVilde's life ; many things here are flippant and.

   frivolous, but that the book is a classic of a kind I

   have not the faintest doubt. It is nearly always
   futility to venture to suggest what a future age
   may read, but it is at least a harmless amusement
   to attempt to forecast it; and it seems to me quite
   possible that Sebaslian 0felmolli may be taken
   as one of the most lucid expressions of the point of
   view of the " intellectuals" in the last years of the

   Victorian era-the years which saw the reaction
   from the strenuous ]ife under which those had
   lived "Jhose favourite reading had been Carlyle
   and Ruskin, Tennyson and Browning.

       ot enough has been said, I think, of Oscar    N xviide's criticai gifts as put before us in

   lnlenlions. They are full, it seems to me, of one
   kind of talent, while the Poems are full of yet
   another. The volume produced by Mr. Mosher
   contains the Newdigate Prize Poem, "Ravenna,"
    the whole of the volume called " Poems," originally

    publislied by David Bogue in i88i; thirdly, we
    have " The Sphinx?} ; and fourthly, "The Ballad
    of Reading Gaol." N'eedless to say, the first half

of the book of verse is the best-the poems written m
that early time of aspiration that might have made a

great man :-
        Methinks my life is a twice-written scroll
         Scrawled over on some boyish holiday
         VSTith idle songs for pipe and virelay,
        Which do but mar the secret of the whole.
         Surely tbere was a time I might have trod
        The sunlit heights, and from life's dissonance
         Struck one clear chord to reach the ears of God.
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     He eould not gtand stupid people, espeeially those who are made stupid by

"  education ; people who are full of opinions, not one of whieh they even under-
  stand, a peculiarly modern type. . . . His chief war was against the Philigtmes.
  [lhat is the war every ehild of light has to wage. Philistinism wag the note of
  the age and eommunity m which He lived. In therr heavy maccessibility to
  ideas, their dul1 respectability, their tedious orthodoxy, their worship of vulgar
  sueeess, their entrre preoceupation with the grosg, matenaJistie side of }ife, and

f'"

n` their ndiculous estimate of themselves and therr importance, the Jews of Jeru-tii.
 galem in Christ's day were the exact counterpart of the British Philistmes af ,
 ourown. Christmockedatthe`whitedsepulchre'ofrespeetability...` He it
 pointed out that forms and eeremomes were made for man, not m&n for forms
 and ceremomes. . . . The cold philanthropieg, the ostentatious publie chanties, G

lii

'

the tedious formaligms so dear to the middie-clagg mind, He expo'sed with utter g"'di"

and relentless scorn. . . . He took a keen pleasure in pointing out to them that
though Shey were always readirrg the Law and the Prophets, they had not rea31y
the smallesS idea of what either of them meant.

   Two or three lineg on the mueh-used and mueh-abused word
`PhiIistine' will be in place; and then we may perhaps consider

whither these refieetions lead us. '

"' .'

..ist

ep

A

-x
v

" 4-
ij 

-

x
E

"
s

va

N

?

."7.-ee

     v
      '"r '

--t  S-4Z-l .S

 " - Vh "-

t4tS.

;

r

:

ts
"

l

,

-

e

:

     The Philistine element in life ig not the f&ilure to understand arts .'. s
  Fishermen, shepherds, ploughboys, peagants, and the like, know nothing about 5
 .art, and are the very salt of the earth. He is the Philistine who upholds and g
tu. aids the heavy, eumbrous, blind, meehanieal foreeg of soeiety, and who does not 'ga
Xx recognise dynamic foree when he meets it in aman or amovement. g

      Ten years have elapsed. Well-nigh a generation of the world af
   thought has passed away since the author of De Profundds disappeared
   into the depth of ignominy, from whieh he could mite :

f      Prosperity, pleasure, and success may be rough of grain and common in fibre,
   but sorrow is the most sensitive of al1 ere&ted thngs.... Where there is
   sorrow there is holy ground.

      The book is written throughout in this exalted and purified strain,

K One reads with astonishment. Is it possible that the same hand
;,. wrote this, and also wrote some other things that we may remember?
l- It is possible ; it is the fact. We may even eeho, without misgtswng,
$ the victim's cryat the discovery of his naseent spiritual life:`What a
k•g.!!Elps}fwonderfulbeptnning.'
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stand, a peculiarly modern type.

That
the age
ideas,
suceess, their entire preoccupation with the grosg, materialistic side

their ridiculous estimate of themselves imd their importanee

salem
our own.
pointed
and ceremonies.

the tedicug formalismg exposea with utter
and relentless gcorn. He took a keen pleasure in pointmg out to them that
thongh they were always reading the Law and the Prophets, they had not really
the smallest idea of what either of them meant.

         SOME NOTICEABLE BOOKS
                                               '1..: '. .L-.. .- t.=.. . li 4T., ..
                          "sc :-:..l.'."' ..i.v
Writing of the Son of Man, the author of De Profundis'says:
                              s
He could not stand stupid people, especially those who are made stupid by
       people who are fUll of opinions, not one of whieh they even under•
                        . . . IIis chief war wag against the Phdistines.
  is the war every child of light has to wage. Philistinism w&s the note of
    and community in which He lived. In their heavy inaccessibility to
  their dull respeetability, their tedious orthodoxy, their worship of vulgar

                                                    of }ife, and
                                               the Jews of Jeru-
   m Christ's day were the exact counterpart of the BriSish'Philistines of
      Christ mocked at the`whited sepulchre'of respeetabmaty. He
    out that forms and ceremonies were made for man, not m&n for forms
               The eold philanthropieg, the ostentatious public charities

    Two or three lines on the mueh-used and mueh-abused word
 `PhiIistine' will be in placei; and then we may perhaps consider
 whither these reflections lead us.

    The Philistine element in life is not the failure to understand art...
 Fishermen, shepherds, ploughboys, peasants, &na the like, know nothing about
,..art, and are the very sak of the earth. He is the Philistine who upholds and
 aids the heavy, eumbrous, blind, mechanieal foreeg of society,• and who does not

 recognise dynamic foree when he meeiss it in a mart or a movement.
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   Ten years have elapsed. Well-nigh a generation of the world of ... thtfu.," - .

thought has passed away since the author of De Profundis disappeared i ' -F ''
into the depth of ignominy, from which he could write :

   Prosperity, pleasure, and suceegs may be rough of grain and eommon in fibre,
but sorrow ig the most sensitive of all created Ghngs.... Where there is
gorrow there ig holy ground.

"VL .) ec-:. t.

   The book is written throughout in this exalted and purified strain. ... ...,
One reads with astonishment. Is it possible that the same hand =.ha.,.'rst t•.
wrote this, and also wrote some other things that we may remember ? •' "- •-- "
It is possible;it is the fact. We may even eeho, without misgiving,
the victim's cry at the discovery of his naseent spiritual life : ` What.a ''•Fxi.

i De Prof2endis, by Oscar Wilde (London : Methuen, 1905), p. 106. r.- L.,
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WiSde'g Repentance Net
  FIash in the Pan.
            .
       "HIS LAST DAYS.

q

1

PathetiC Picture of the Fallen Geniu$

    l}Ppressed by Bitter Memo"ie&

   Gradually the true and pathetic story of Osc
   ilde's last days is cemmg put,
  The publication of the book he composed
  rrson-the book in rvhich he wrote hrs repentan
 arge for all the werld te know-has unloosed
  everal pens. The heartless theory that his humi-
 Sty was merely pose, and that his life, after hc
 had been released, gave the lie to what he had
 dvntten m $uch touching words, has been
  o be false, malieious, wicked.
   It is a picture of pitiful import that we have of a

 "lord of 1angnage, as he rightly called himseif,
ktinable to follow his occupation uf " writing beauti.

gful phrases " because whenever he sat down quietly                                          i
gto wnte his mind was disturbed by recollections ofl
esthe past, and his brain refused to (lp anythmg buta

Ydwell upon the eppertunities he had thrown away. i
i$hyBp"6tjueo2`:n;iCdt:5r:elr;8hfreemantYheWm'YenSYagg;titiEj

gsude which he descnbed in his book• i

X A DRMM VVHICH NEVER eAME TRUE. :,
g•• At the end of "De Pfofundis" ("Out of thel,
11T"iP.ego:cs'll,/ill,ga,:.aiw,dp',-,.2v.e.fiz",x`is","s,d,ig'.vtiti!.twe?i

{L whose swect rains fall on unj`ust and Just alike,
rent' "ill have cleftg }n the Tocks where I may hide
/5',.an.,/i,,g,,e.c.lbx,,afiajii,ys,A:;rl},o,s,e;:11e,nZe,,l,Iil,a,Y,lil:,eP,

k` may walk ab;oad m the darkness without
g;,t,,?,n"l.b,lslnf"g',h,a.atn.en,oi.exn,d,2tyh,et,ri.ci,k".drn,et:o;,t,y.Y,h`u.Or9{•

e, bitter he!bs make me whole.
g'- Alas! hig dream was-never te come trae.
te found he could not bear solitude•

 tsstoo hard in upon him. His spmts sank; his
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TRUTH LAST

Witde's Repentance Not
 "ash in the Ran.

HIS IAST DAYS.

Pathetic Picture ef the Fqllen Geniu

    Oppressed by Bitte" Memorie&

   Gradually the true and pathetic story of Osc
   ilde's last days is coming Qut,
   The pubMeation of the book he composed
Prison--the beok in which he wrote his repentan

  rge for all the world te know-has unloosrvscveral pens. The heartless theory that his hu

 lity was merely a pose, and that his life, after
 had been released, gave the lie to what he h
  ritten in such touching words, has been sholigtZo be false malieious, wicked•

   It is a picture of pitiful import that we have of

 -`lord ef 1angttage," as he rightly called himself,

  nable to follow his occupation crf yvriting beapt
   1 phrases " because whenever he sat down quietly
  o write his mind was disturbed by recollections of
     past, and his bram refused to dp anything but
 flwell upon the oppertunities he had thrown awaye .,
   But it is not a picture which in any way suggests !
  ypocrisy, or any departure frorn the mental atti. I

 tude which he described in his book•

    A DREAM VVHICH NEVER eAIVIE TRUEe l
   At the end of "De Pfofundis" ("Out of the

Depths "År he said

    Society, as we have constituted it will have
  no place for me has none to offcr but Nature,
  whose ssveet rains fall on unjust and just alike
  will have clefts m the rocks where may hide
  and secret valleys in whose silence I may weep
  undisturbed
    She will fiang the night with stars, so that

  may walk abxoad in the darkness without
  stumbling, and send the wind over rpy foot-
  prmts so that none may track me to my hurt ;
   she will cleanse me in great waters, and with

  bitter herbs make me whole. f
  Alas! his dream wasenever te corne ttue. Hei
g'found he could net beer solitude. Thoughts pressedS

                                        vitals"too hard m upon him. His spmts sapk; his
 itnergies were paralysed. He could enly find re.lief$
 ' rom the painful workings of his mind by "watchnyts
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  e idea that Wilde hsd a miserable, serd
   verty.strickea 1rfe in Pams.
h. He had an income of ww a year and nurn

   fnends. He ulked better than ever aftcr
   o years' secltistQn from the wor!d. `SHis

  ersatien was ncher, more human, and gener
  ni a higher intellectnal 1evel."

   On the whole. he wa$ fably happy auriag
 ast years of his life

    He had an extrabrdinarily bueyant
  beppy temperament, a splendid sense
  humour, and an unnvalled faculty for enJoy-
  ment of the present. OÅí course, he had his
  bad moments, moments of depression aed
x sense of loss and defeat, but Grey were notv.
g ei     long         duraLtion.

  He said he could not wnte, because,                                    whenev
   strove to compese his mmd, his thedghts tum
   his past, and he becarne wretchÅëd and downca

    could keep his spirits up only by excl
 taemones of what had been, by beeQmiag isEts;elS
 iin ebserver of the spectacle of emsteace.
  The vvnter of the alrtiele, however, thinks th
 he wouid have wntten if he had been more in
 swirk 6f the world of art and letterst He rmss
 lhe :nspiratlon Qf a sympathetic audience, and h
"dieplored especially "the abseftce of the smart an

pt.."rettY Women, who, in the old days, sat at
 feet

       AN uNceNseleus cJtTHol.lc.
k" By the way, the reception of this wayward geni
 nto the RomaB- Cathedic Chureh is explamed
 . ave been rnerely a readmg of the serviee csver h
   conscious body He da'ed wtimt knptvmgxas
  ing about it
  While he wece m prwn, hcrvvever, he gfrve
      of his Christian feehnsFss ema iS he was n  roof
pt .ermally a mrmber of any                        Christian ehurch.
sEse ìnHceon`tOr?bkillnSga\gtOhneeLOofnGl/1;,W"aE'.d.el:'i,V'ik2,eh,
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   en crying from hunger."
 -He made frlends of the warderg, too, and di
  em many httle kindnesses He made no co
  amt of their discharge.of their harsk duti
 ewards him He knew they were simply instr
  ents of         the system.
  When his ha}r had to be cut he felt the indignit
Hyery keenly "You don't know wha"t meanst

 me," he cned piteously. It was the crownin
 ymbQl of his shame Yet he showed no resen
 r ent.vv.patÅëves. agaiA t.t.he warder who had se cu" '
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'Dn his life after release are now being'  publishedJ.
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 . He had an incQme ef Åí4(M a year and numbeTg
Qof friends. He tallced better than ever -after hisl
dsvo years' seeltisien fren} the wor!d.. -"Ms colhg.
EyeTsatren was richer, •mQrq human, and gdierallY

 vritahigher intellectual leve! ' .
  On the whole. he was fairly happy ddring tRgi,,t
 }ast years          6f his               life.
    He had an extraoxdinarilY bboyan't an
  tiappy temperalnent, a splendid sense                                        o{'
  humour, and an unnvalled faculty fet en3oyr••
  ment of the present. OÅí course, he had his'
  bad rrroments, momqnts of depressfon atidi
t,. 2nlS.e6gOfdLO.'Sti.a.n.d defeat, buttthey were no f' g

                                            '                                          '                                            ' ' He isald he could not ivnte because, wheneyet''
i6 Str6ve te compose his mind his thedghts tumedi

Xe his Pasts and he became wtetched and dewncask-,.
IHe could keep hls spirits up ofi!y by excludinga

 -, ernories of what had beeti, by becQming ;egtÅëtel•y.G

   .,ob$erver of the spectacle of existeace.

  The s"triter of the attiele, however, thinks that-
  e would have written f he had been more in the
 wim '6f the wor!d e} art and letters. He missed•

 he tnspiratlon of a sympalhetic audienee, and hez
  eplered especial!y "the absenÅëe of the smart and i.

  retty wemen, who, m the'old•days, sat at
}eet "
l'

, AN UNCONSeleUS GATHOLIC.
Y" By the way, the 'reception ef this wayward genius•S'

:intQ the Remati Cathalib Churek' ts explaibed te'-
thave been merely a reading ef tbe serviee ua'hisS

gen,xo,,n,sc,.o,.u,,secd,rin#,e,kgliedill:':tt.t,'k,n-.ostr.1.att,

  roof      of his Christiai} feelings!g e,ecu-;S he was netfl
 ormal]y a member of' any Christian'ehumb. •
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 " terest in the sorrows and trbubles of other
' ' risonersi and commented fiercely on what he
      11ed th brutallty of the prison syste'rn wheR a
 -. arder was dismissed for putting biscuits in the cedl
t-.-i'.r. a young prisoner whom Wild believed to have
'' Il--- 'een crymg frem hunger."
 '"'" H-e made friepds of the warders, too, and d!ittl
  :-pt.them rpany little kindnesses. He made no com.st
  ir !aint o theix discharge of their harsh (lutles:•
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    -very keenly. " You don't kn6w what it means                                             tdi
    tne, he'cried piteously. It was the cre'pvnipg'g
.- ,ymbol of his shame. Yet he showed no resentt•
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,C'any .I' P. aye. heard .yet," .. ' •

 • Next dav it was broken te him
whom he'had deeply IGved' agd.

stdied, f}i}.d thgS••.,111.l,/f.9... -•.-, -, L.

   . .. .t.l..t . t:t't .L . .. .)t '4" .';

                    " T, i/ ,.'
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  There was a very sad scene in Reading Gaoli}-.
          Wilde went there with her solieitdr tdi'when      Mrs.
take papers connected with the divorce suit whicts
ber friends forced her -to bring against him. i '

.

  $he did not wish her husband to see-her, buti-
while the solicitor was with him, she was gripP'e '
by an ovetwhelming desire to look for tbe last time"
on+the faqe of the man she had }oved, the father of-

her ch"dren. - .h,\h,e,,g,zze,,d.iith,g2k'x•h,a.g,7hatan,g,,in.tfi.th,f.fieg'll•,rei:•t..ei

orr his altefedi face, and tken drew beck, sobbin -"

bitterly.' t- - - •- i'-  Pitifuli teo,• is the story et the spiaer whicK-
a warder, disturbedin cleaning his cell and killedi'
rwith hi.s f6e{. '''' . Lt.-••,.h.

     ttin` hie2pbt""egjeSebtia.'d..I".9tk•i`e,'itsul4iiit.X'gid.e.'iill',fS.a'2d.i,Wi!d'
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     tbe Editei 6hhe '`
  Sir.---Mr. 3e)ti dernpbell,
.neuneed a que$tion in tke

 bo,rn.eri'ow afterncon -'which
 Y.ro,w.g9,",.hfu\•ggpsyob

•StihaYetsIPolelMlgll.fl,.wYheq'etnttdus'aYwiil.ll'tben•

Ef991}li'ISalMs. "kas handed'by Mi`•

E'.}tobert R'oss on the day oÅí
,i,'.ttel'Ilkie,'/i'l•i!!.titlli:in///,3.h/'R.""S.e•/•eL'/Gl.,-.:sti,i;nr

       by edtÅíebe,.eacl ullqness}injuted.
tt.1tiffeff'wpaa' sMOd as twe yeats.
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FAC-SIMILE PAGE OF OSCAR WILDE'S BOOK, "DE PROFUNDIS." 
• 

All Doubts as to Its Authorship, and as to Its Being Written in Prison, Finally Cleared Up. 

:1' e..: -.;.. '-'-A... 

~ .. ~ ./ J.-.~ 

The passage above rcads as follows :_ClSorrow, then, and all that it teaches one, is my new world. I used to live entirely for pleasure. 
I shunned sorrow and suffering of every kind. I hated both. I resolved to ignore them as far as possible-to treat them, that is to 
say, as modes of imperfection. They were not part of my scheme of life. They had no place in my philosophy. My mother, whQ knew 
life as a whole, used often to quote to me Goethe's lines, written by Carlyle in a book he had givcn her years ago, and translated 
by him, I fanc\', also:-

"\Vho never ate his bread in sorrow, 
V/ho never spent the midnight hours 

\Veeping and \vaiting for the morrow­
He knows you not, )- e heavenly powers." 2019-03-18 Jissen Women's University Library 172
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1905 .. 

'I-'he Times. 
Canon ~, in a sermon preached yesterday in I 

Westminster Abbey, on uThe Sinlessness of Christ," 
from . the text "Why caIlest thou Me good?" (St. 
Mark :It., 18),roferred to Osca;r Wildc's " De Proftmdis." He 
said :-One wonders sometimes if Englishmen have given 
up reading their Gospels. A book h.ns la.tely appeared 
which presents a caricature of the port:r&it of Christ, and 
especially a travesty of His doctrine about sin, that is 
<l.uite astonishing; and with one or two honourable excep­
tlOns the daily and weekly Press have praised the book 
enthusiastically, &Dd especially the study it gives of the 
character of quist; whereas, if that picture were true, 
the P.!tarisees wore right when they said of Him that He 
cast out devils through Beelzcbub, and the priests were 
right in sending Him to death asa perverterof the people. 
The writer of the book, w~o is dead, was a man of excep­
tionailiterary talent, who fell into disgrnoo ; and whether 
it is pity for his sad fate or admiration of his style in 
writing that has cast a spell upon the reviewers and 
blinded them to his meaning, I cannot say; but I do 
say they have not done their duty t.o English society by 
lauding the book as they have done, without giving 
parents aud guardians some hiut that it preaches a 
doctrine of sin which, if taken into romantic and impres­
sionable hearts, will send them quickly down the road to 
shame. The chief point on which the writer fixes is 1 

' Christ's bohaviour to the sinners; and his theory is that I 
I Christ consorted with them because He found them more 
interesting than the good people, who were stupid. 
"The world," he says," had always loved the saint as 
ooing the nearest possible a~roach to the perfection of I 
God ; Christ, through some DIvine instinct in Him, seems 
to have always loved the sinner as being the nearest 
possible approach to the perfection of man. To turn. an 
mteresting thief into a tedious honest man was not His 
aim. • • • But in a IIUlruler not yet understood of the 
world He regarded sin and suffering as being in them­
selves beautiful and holy things, and modes of per­
fection." It seems to have struck the writer at this 
point that 0tlI' Lord had himself explained that He COIl- 1 I sorted with sinners, as a physician with the sick, to call 
them to repea:rtanoe. For he goes on :-" Of course the 
shmer must repent; but why ?-simply because otherwise 
he would be unable to realize ",hat he had done." In I 
other words, 1.\ m&n is the better for any sort of 
emotional experience, when it is p'ast, because he is 
fertilized. by it as by a crop of wild oats; a form of 
philosophy which Tennyson in "In Memoriam" well 
characterized as' Procnress to the Lords of Hell.' " But 
even this writer, absolutely shameless and unabashed as 
he is, does not hint that Christ Himself gained Ris moral 

• beauty by sinning. The low-est <:lepth of woe is theirs who 
call evil good and goo~ evi~ for that is a poisoning of the 

, well of life. What is the use of calling Jesus" good" if 

I W& destroy the very meaning of goodness? May God have 
panioned the sin of the nuloD who put this stumbling­

I block in the way of the simple, a.nd may He shield our 

" 

boys and youn~ men from that doctrine of devils that the 
_ way to perfection lies thro_U_gh_ Slll_· _. _____ ~~_~ __ 

Times 
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