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SEP!EEMBER 3, 1905

       A Study.in Moral Bankruptcy.

                   -De Profundis. By OscAR W!mE. London: Methuen & Co.

/glh,'S,,/:e,agaai'.1",-/M,ie//2•i':/s.ssln/geii/kilirleisif/oi,/Åé,#,/jegd:,ip].,iill•/iifir//egi.ig•li,",ieKh:///iil"".•,kSi.i.,//k,/g/

 monotonous. Takethispassage:--
    3."3.tZ,.W'gt.,ni}xt2•SnS.kb,IOvSt/,,e2gPtl/".ff:e.g.,ha,2g"o.ni.,2h,hkit.'tb,hesl?bw:2o.to,,r:.aa'g

    to Oxford and when society sent me to prison.

   Or this :-lii.:,i,//:•'`/ib'itlX6idglvvi'SOIII/Åé,ig'P,!i"'..'sigh//.,•'//k•/i'lt,I'lj,,PrpSylg'o.'g.,7gr]•gi//i,//lgS/,/:,.S•

l'th,e,v.,an.i.'ti.a.n,d.s.e.i,fli,m,.p.o,rt.a,ne,2,og.lh,,a,i,i,,l.g.at)u..r2i,sn,

[•eeg?•,fih8,S,P.r,in&SiidO,ft.h8,b.art,.O,S,tt•."O"6r'st5I\piiZ..g,":'Lll`IanOdf

ig.'t',h,Plie:h:,i.Si,Åí./S.'..t/:'i'/j.I,2,s,li.?geg,gt,h:e,Y,ka:,O.tl].i',l,ii,r:ei,Åé,',,tkh,p.ge,'Li/W,,k.i•

ll,].i,i,d.e,.w,a,.sm&r,e,sp,t'i,g,h.t.il,an,d,m,gre,.eie.v.e,r,.t,ha.n,.h.is,

 Christ. Here is one passage :-
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  SirPTFEMBER 3, 1905 /i ':

                                                l/ 'i'

       A Study in Moral Bankruptcy. 3•.
                                                I,
                     -.De Profanais. By OscAR WiLDE. London: Methuen & C- o. .;' ,

IN his day of fame, Osear Wilde was eertainly any- ;'
thing but a sympathetie eharaeter. Mhere was ft;

                                         His life inothing noble or deep or human about him.
was artificial, his outlook was artifieial, his writing '"'
wtts artificial. A ehild of phrase and pose at his 11
Bfi2tg,ge..rdeM,.a,i,"etg'tiigigh,2?bfiO.k.r.e,VS?.iSi,gtehhii."ffi.O,f{

of himself and of the figure he eut before othera
people, and this vanity was of eourse in the end his 4 ..

                                     was, surely, 'undoing. Yet thetragedy of that end
enough to evoke the sympathy of the most aust.ere.
All thought of his snobbery and eoneeit was

 swallowed up in pity for this unfortunate victim of
.his own diseased organism left to rot in a prison eell.
  As a natural result the mind was centred upon
 tself, and we have indire3tly a lurid proof of the
 supreme folly of bhe ordinary eriminal method. To
 loek a man up with his own thoughts for years is not
to reform him; it is to brutalise him. Osear Wilde,

 it is true, may nob have been further brutalised, but.
 he was eertainly not reformed, a•nd all the mush of
 this artistie "repenbenance" shows it. Much of 's.
 these musings would be repulsive in their raw.
 egotism if we did not understand the eireumstanees
in which they were written. "I" and "my" and

 " me " reeur with such frequeney as to be ultimately
 monotonous. Makethis-passage:---
      "I want to get to the point when I shall be able to say ,,'
    quite simply, and withOut affectation,.that the two gr,eat i-
    turning-points in my iife were when my father sent me i
    to Oxford and when society sent me to prison." ;, .

                                                 r',      `' I would sooner say, or hear iS said of me, that I was i -er-,.-L-I.

    so typical a child of my age that in my perversity, and { N•es:"''
    for that perversity's sake, I turned the good things of 't
    my life to evil and the evil things of my 1ife to good." '1
   These are samples of whole pages. In addition to
 the vanity and self-importanee of it all (natural in
 the abnormal conditions of its eomposition) we see
 also the springs of that art o&,,\.g.;.skr..uxu. ggr,izz of
gwhieh Osear Wilde was.a supreme exponent, and st
lwhieh, if we are to judge by some reeent develop- ,g
ements, is destined to be the last pillar of the Faith.                                                    g
ll.W,,hbe.n,.r.e,a,sbo.nta.nifi,stein/ise,.a.n.di.jusXiteetha,re,.g.o,neti&h,e,li

IWilde was more sprightly and more clever than his t
limitators. For instance he is romaneing about                                                   I
 Christ. Here is one passage:- Fi..
i "There is something so unique about Chrisb. Of course
l just as there are false dawns before the dawn itself, and ,
    winter days so full of sudden sunlight thab they will '''i'
    cheat the wise crocus into squandering its gold before.
     itg time, and make gome foolish bird call to its mate tot
    build on barren boughs, so ithere were Christians before
     Christ. For that we should be grateful. The unfor-
     tunate thing is that there have been none sinee. Imake-
     one exeeption., St..F,.!&Reis of Assisi.Y .,,, .. •

iffeege.:- " '  S".i:?•"1•:tkl,i.ii,igsw}.,.*Wti;,ge•l2111i..E•X. i,"'
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 ' In anothifr"Sitssage he burgts out :--J"'"' "

      " Indeed there is the charm about Christ when aM is
 i said: he his just like awork of arti. He doesnot really
 , teach one anything, but by being brought into his
     presence one becomeg something."
   Wilde, being an artist and very eonseious of the
  fact and determined to let it be known, mixes up
  Christs and Art and poetry and what-not-else until
  one is not elear which is whieh. Not many of the
  aicta in this volume are likely to satisfy those good
  people who in bhese matters are in the confidenee of
  Omniscience. At the same time mueh of the writing
  bears a family resemb}anee to some eurrent journa- ,i'
  lism that is supposed to be the very height of
  cleverness. Yet to adapt the method, we have here
  only the emptiness of the fiuent &nd the fiueney of
  the vain. There are evidently minds that ean pour `
  out this sort of thing like an everfiowjng fountain. '
  Its very ease is its snare. Andmost of this book
: eonsistsofelegantepigrams,paradoxes,verbalgraees, .
  elimax and anti-elimax. It is all very exguisite and
 $very precious, but it has as mueh relation to tbe ,

"..-.tw'N-".".=.-TzaeE).-

 serious things of life as a jugg!er at a county fair.
 Nay, even the poor juggler, behind the seenes, has
 his hopes and fears, his sorrows and his joys, about
 whieh he might be sincere and serious. In this book,
 however, I eonfess I find no sincerity, only posing
 and posturing as of old. And for that reason I doubt'
 if its publication w&s really a serviee to the memory
 of the man who wrote it. Some one, I think Mr.
 Holyoake, h&s pointed out that there is IlÅíL wqd oÅí
                                     6'f                                       those regret, from beginning to end,                          for                                 fate                             the
 nvw'li6m the writer degraded or helped to degrade.

(lyth,th.2.p.ilit,y,,an,,d,,a.ii.gh.e,,\o,s,e,,l':.p:Ee,i.y{}?ir,s2:gtil1

, such a eriticism seems to imply that De Profunais is
 a true revelation of the author's inmost thoughts
-and emotions; it certainly treats the book too
 seriously. The man who penned these polished
.paragraphs was thinking, from first to last how this

             look, how that epigram would seem so       would$' phrftse

 elever, and how people would say " WhaS a consum-
 mate word-&rtist!" In the thoughb, apart from the
 setting, there is not mueh. Cant about Art, cant
 about Christ, eant about Individualism. If we may
 diseern a eonsistent point of view through the cant,
 it is that Wilde's ideal was "selÅí.realisation," whieh
 really seems to be only another synonym ror.,s.-i,,elfisuhta...
 ag.ss.. In one paragraph he deelares :--
      "I don't regret for & single moment having lived for
    pleasure. I did it to the full, as one should do every-
    thing that one does. There was no pleasure I did not
    experience. I threw the pearl of my soul into a eup of
kl wine• Iwent down the primrose path to the sound of

    fiutes. I lived on honeycomb. But to have continuedg    the same life would have been wrong beeause it would
iti have been limiting. Ihad to pass on. The other half

 " of the garden had its secrets Ior me alsg.."
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t In another passage he burstg out:-
      " Indeed there is the charm about Christ when all is
r, said: he his just like a work of art. He does not really
    teach one anything, but by being brought into his
    presence one becomes something."
   Wilde, being an artist and very conseious of the
 faet and determined to let it be known, mixes up
 Christ and Art and poetry and what-not-else until
 one is not clear which is whieh. Not many of the
 dicta in this volume are likely to satisfy those good
 people who in these matters are in the eonfidenee of
 emniscienee. At the same time mueh of the writing
 bears a family resemblanee to some eurrent journa-
 lism that is supposed to be the very height of
 cleverness. Yet to adapt the method, we have here
 only the emptiness of the fluent and the fiueney of
 the vain. Mhere are evidently minds that ean pour
 out this sort of thing like an everfiowjng fountain.
 Its very ease is itrs snare. And most of this book
 consists of elegant epigrams, paradoxes, verbal graces,
 climax and anti-climax. It is all very exquisite and
 very preeious, but it has as much relation to the

serious things of life as a juggler at a eounty fair.
Nay, even the poor juggler, behind the seenes, has
his hopes and fears, his sorrows aLnd his joys, about
whieh he might be sincere and serious. In this book,
hovTever, I eonfess I find no sineerity, only posing
and posturing as of old. And forthab reason I doubt,
  its publieation was really a service to the memoryif

of the man who wrote it. Some one, I bhink Mr.
Holyoake, has pointed out that there is .n...g,.,b wqrd Of
regret, from beginning to end, for the fate df                                            those

NWh6m the writer degraded or he}ped to degrade.
All the pity and all the pose is purely personal.
That of course is true and it spells mueh. But then
sueh a eritieism seems to imply that De Prof7tnais is
a brue revelation of the author's inmost thoughts
and emotions; it eertainly treats the book too
seriously. The man who penned these polished
paragraphs was thinking, from first to last how this
phrase would look, how that epigram would seem so
elever, and how people would say " What a eonsum-
mate word-artist!" In the thought, apart from the
setbing, there is not mueh. Cant about Art, eant
about Christ, eant about Individualism. If we may
diseern a eonsistent point of view through the cant,
it is that Wilde's ideal was "selÅí•r-eal-isation," whieh
really seems to be only another synonym ror.eet lle fi..s.h,.a.

ness. In one paragraph he deelares :-
"ISt. L.

  "I don't regret for a single moment having lived for
pleasure. I did it to the Åíull, as one shou}d do every-
thing that one does. There was no pleasure I did not
experience. I threw the pearl of my soul into a eup of
wine. Iwent down the primrose path to the sound of
flutes. I lived on honeycomb. Bub to have continued
the same life would have been wrong because it would
have been limiting. Ihad to pass on. The other half
of the garden had its secrets for me also."

ili,,
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 'ffig'Wh'ILc'h'eapt'g'i';b'f eourse, there shoulif be noihing/t,

to eomplain of, soeiety not having done a man anyk
injustiee or wrong whom she has only shown a parts;
of the garden he might otherwise have overlooked.. .
If the gaining of " experienee " be a}1-in-all, then the
people who put us in prison de us a gervice, even as•
                       us, or the                                 hangman who'the piek-pocket who                  robg
hangs us. Mhese people may ali be helping our
" self-development " by introduc-ing us to new                                         and
delightful emotions. And there is, indeed, some'
reason to think that the speeial risk of the artistict:
temperament is just thig self-absorption, this ego--
tistie -revelling in emotion, this fallaey that                                          the
world is a subject for the individual to gather
experienees, regardless of the effeet of sueh " gath-
ering" on anybody or anything else.                                   A man who
sets out merely to get "experieneeS," apparently
with no other objeet, is likely to run amuck, and Osear
Wilde's eareer was not, to say the least, a brilliamut
reeommendation for his method. If one sets the
conventions &t defianee it must be in the interests of,i
anobler ideal, and the only true way-to "realise"-,
oneself is by the serviee of humanity. Such truths
may seem trite and eommonplaee, as in faet many/,l•,
                  may be sneered at as Philistine :truths are, and they
by the smart cynics who advertise the prineiple of •
selfishness as a new discovery. But by our refusal i
or our readiness bo be laughed or bluffed out of sueh1
truths we are registering, as the ease may be, ourt
moral stamina or the laek of it. I
  As for Wilde himself, &part from his theory, one can
of eeurse, as I said before, only have inbense eompas-
sion. Nobhing eould possiblybe more wretehed than
the end of this foane2er, who in his time probably gave
pleasure to others and with his plays and jokes passed
an idle hour. In the prefatory Ietter to this book there
is gomething about God sending to each the experi-
ences necessary for his.-' development, and such of
eourse must be essentiallythe theistic position. Yet
what an odious and disgUsting moekery ! Imagine the i
" development" that -needed to be accomplished by
sueh orgies and sueh sufferings as Wilde's! Mhere is
a reporS that before he died Oscar Wilde was received
into the bosem of theCatholic Chureh. Perhapsit wag
a fitting end. Assuredly ' no humanist would begrudge
to the bankrupt and broken mind &ny " eonsolation "
whieh,it might thus experience• FREDK, RyAN.
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 'rn whieh ease, of eourse, there ishould be fiorf/6"l'ff't'n'

to complain of, society not having done a man any•
injustiee or wrong whom she has only shown a part
of the garden he might otherwise have                                     overlooked.
If the gaining of " experienee " be all-in-all, then the
people who put us in prison do us a serviee, even as
the piek-poeket who robs us, or the                                   hangman who
hangs us. Mhese people may all be helping our
" self-development" by introdueing us to new and
delightful emotiQns. And there is, indeed, some
reason to think that the speeial risk of the artistie
temperament is just this self-absorption, this ega-
tistie revelling in emotion, this fallaey that                                             the
world is a subject for the individual to gather
experienees, regardless of the effect of sueh "gath-
ering" on anybody or anything else. Aman who
setg out merely to get "experiences," apparently
with no other objecS, is likely to run amuek, and Osear
Wilde's eareer was not, to say the least, a brilliant
reeommendation for his method. If one sets the
eonventions at defianee it must be in the interests of ,
anobler ideal, and bhe only true way•to "realise"l
oneself is by the service of humanity. Such truths
may seem trite and eommonplaee, as in faet manyi
truths are, and they may be sneered at as Philistine }
by the smart cynics who advertise the principle of
selfishness as a new diseovery. But by our refusal l
or our readiness to be laughed or bluffed out of suehi
truths we are registering, as the ease may be, ouri
moral stamina or the laek of iS. I
  As for Wilde himself, &part from his theory, one can
of eourse, as I said before, only have intense compas-
sion. Nothing eould possiblybe more wretched than
the end of this flane2tr, who in his time probably gave
pleasure to others and with his plays and jokes passed
an idle hour. In the prefatory letter to this book there
is something about God sending to eaeh the experi-
ences necessary for his.•' development, and such of
course must be essentiallythe theistie position. Yet
what an odious and disgtisting moekery ! Imagine the
" development " that needed bo be aecomplished by
sueh orgies and such sufferings as Wilde's! Mhere is
a report that before he died Osear Wilde was reeeived
into the bosom of theCatholie Church. Perhapsit was
afitting end. Assuredly no humanist would begrudge
to the bankrupt and broken mind any " eonsolation ",
whioh it might thus experience.

t

FREDK. RYAN.
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      A SOUL'S AWAKENING.
  HARD to reeeive is the.dogma, whateve
is, is best. Yct nothing can more effec
tively wrest from us a recognition of it
truth than to see how things ignoble, b
attracting retribution, perform their ow
purification. The last prose work
              in prison by that perverwritten while
and aberrant genius 0scar Wilde, bea
witness to the power of punishment
making clean the foul places of a mari
liÅíe. A convicVs cell does not usual
bring tbe thought, "This is none oth
                     and this thebut the house ei God,                                 gate
heaven. Rather do the indignant lin
of Coleridge's " Dungeon" recur to

   " And this the p:a3e our forefathere made
    for man !
   This is the process oÅí our love and
    wisdom           '   To eachpoor brobher who offends against

    us--   Is thig the only cure? Mere:ful God!"
   The author of " De Profundis" kne
 by experienee how the prison turns
 hearts of men, like its own cold, bare wal
 into stone. And he looks, like Coleridg
 to the great simple primeval thingg of
 and sky and earth and sea, for the heali
 of his own wounds as of other wander!
 and distempered children of nature.
   " Nature whose sweet rains fall on u
L

iust andijust alike, will have elefts in
                       and seeret valle rocks where I may hide,
 in whose silence I may weep undisturbe
 She will hang the night with stars so th
 I may walk abroad in the darknesg witho
 stumbling, and send the wind over
 foot-prints so that none may track
 to my hurt; she will cleanse me in gre
 waters, and with bitter herbs mske
 whole."
   [lrhis serve to show thatt       passago will

eraft of weaving beautiful words, the ma
of style that distinguish his poems, dram
&nd prose essays have not been los
it will also illustrate tlie faet that a diffeTe

man is uttering this agonised cTy out
depths, from the inordinately clever, wit
and brilliant writer who prom.ulgated
new standard of values in accordan
with whieh &rt must shun the true and t
naturil. As declared in his Imentdo

" all bad poetry qprings from gentu
feeling. To be natural is to be obvious, a
to be obvious ig to be inartiStie

l'tnc•$'ini'T"`iitieeSi.ec'lliles..iSM By OBcar W})aSk'..IMsiSwwf
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  HARD to reeeive is the.dogma, whateverl
is, is best. Yet nothing can more effe?e-;v. r."
tively wrest frQm us a recognition of its.
truth than to see how tshings ignoble, by/t.
ai.t,re,cg.in,g,.{etrib,u/,•ion•,.ggrfos",,ghei.'.?,w,g,I

writ-ten while in prispn by that perverse'//
and a"berrant genius 0scar Wilde, bears.S'
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life. A eonvict's cell does not usually;
bring the thought, "This is none ot•her/k•
                              gate oÅí,el.                   and this thebut the house of God,
heaven. Rather dQ the indignant linest:,
of Coleridge's "Dungeon" recur to the'•s;i

  `}A.nd this the p:a4.e our foref&thers made :.$

    for msn! • ;  Thi3 is the process of our love and t

    wisdom, . 5..  To eachpoorbroVher whoeffends against 'i ,.,

  Is thig the only cure. Merc:ful God!"
  The author of "De Profundis" kne
    exp2rience hQw the prison turns thby
                           bare walls,I. heart-s of men, like its ewn cold
mto stone. And he foQks, lik Coleridge'-'

 to the great simp!e primeval thmgs of ai,
                             e healin apd 's.ky and earth and sea, for th
 Qf his own wounds as of pther wanderin
 ahd distempered children of nature.
   " Nature whose sweet rains fall on unw
 j-ust and ']ust alike, will-have cleRs m th.

 r6eks Where I may hide, and secret vall
 m vihose silence may weep undistutbed- ;-
 She wil} hanil th nlght with stars so tha ..,.
 I may walk abroad in the darknesg without
 Stumb}ing, and. send the wind'over my
 io6t-Prints so' that np'ne Inay track ine
 to my. hprt•l she will cleanse nqg. in great
 Waters, and with'bitter' herbs 'Make me

   This passage will serve tp show that the l

 eraft of weaving beautiful wprds, the mqgie '
 of style thaV distinguish his poems, dramas,
 artd prose essays have not been lost;
 lt' w' ill also 11ustrate the fact that a different

 •man !s ut•tering this agonised cry out of
 depths, from the inordinately c}ever, witty
 ptnd brilliant writer w.ho protaulgated a
 hew standard of values in acebrdanee

" i W'ith which &rt must shun the true qnd the
 '•natural. As decl&red m hig Intentions
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{h.e..p.i,gey'.n.ae,}lfalti'.es,i,zf,6,tfign,t;ee,i:f;,

 soul in' uttermost anguish laid                                   bartr.
 "I allowed pleasure to dominate me.,
                            There is onlY I ended in horrible disgrace.
 one thmg for me now, absolute humility."
t,..A.n,g,•ghi.s.&h.a.ng3.c.a,e.e..bY"W,a,Y,,8.fth,f2

igmakes one see people and thmgs as they
 2really are." In that lonely silence of the

' d.a,r ,k,e
,?xK,cxL'•.iÅí,,\hs,\ggrK,o,f,,gegec,kifi}ei

  to dnve away the vultures of remorse, the;
  treasures men waste through a too famil arl
        ow dear afteraseason of deprwa-s  tU}Soefi t, the fame and honour they too easilYl

  '.wt.n.,hanld,,tOfO.llli,fih;ky,hho.klihai,ss.uF,etah,.ngo,blgrf

naught.
  Wilde did not ana eould not regarst
hig sins in the light that St. Augustine or
g,o.h,n,,.Bu.n.y,a\•.v.i'e,w.2d,gh,e.ifurfige.s,i:,n,d,zr,,r

evolution" of his character, they wroughtX
&PhO,nb.hi.lli,,a.Si,M,:lfa,r,,,p,si,cyh,olo.gie,a.l.fe,ff,,e,e.tfia,

in whieh the necessitv of his sin is seen.
His aim had always been to seek seif-
realisation and the road of sensuality had
brought him into self-abasement. It was
a bitter experience, but carried. with
lt lts own repudiatlon.

   With perfect eandour he anmasks the
heinousness of the wrong he had
done himself. There is mo more pathetic
passage than one in whichtbe re}ates how
a fmend came to see him, avowing belief
in his "tter innocence, only to reeeive
the shock of disillusion from his hero's own
lips.

   !n time, the eleansing fires burnt out hig

shame. The ehastisement of suffermg
made clean his heart. " People who use
phrases without wisdom sometimes talk

 ot suffermgs as a mystery. It is really a
 revelation." With the falling of the seales
 from his eyes eame a new eourage to aceept
his puntshment; to submit to h!s lot;
and with that acceptanee a new energM
rose within the soul whieh brought a
new spmt and began for him a new life.

   That ns}Ltg"se}rit, though somewhat topa.
 eloquently set forth to be so named, h{!i,i
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 I' And this change came by wa: of theM
 S• cenvict's narrow dungeon. "Prison life
 F.' makes one see people and things as the:
 .really are." In that lonely silence of the
 "darkened cell, in the hours of refieetiont
  whereih is no whirr o{ the wheels of time.
  to drive awaythe vultures of iemorse,the
  treasures men waste through a too famil;arH
  u,2e6,g'e,w,,d.emaaSifr,.a.ze.a,s2n,,Y,.d.eg/j,x•/s-l

  'Wtirti'hanP,t`?O.llH,ee:kYthhO,klina,ss."IIi,le,C,.",O?ig;

   p..pought-r.----

     Wilde
   his sims
   John
   fault•s. But
   ev61ution "
r l

   UPOII hiM
   Tho book is
   m whieh
   His aim
   reallsation
   brought
   a bitter
   lt lts own
     With
   heinousness
     '   done
   passage
   a mend'
   m his

"s'•'

4

        did not and could not regardw.
       in the light that St. Augustine or.,:
     Bunyan viewed their more slenderll
           in what he calls the "ethical"S
          o.f his character, they wroughti/g•l
          a similar psychological effect.-l
           a confession, yet a eonfession'
        the neeeSsitv of his sin is seen.
         had always been to seek geif-i
          and the road of sensuality hadE
        him into sclf-abasement. It wa
         exporience, but carried withl.
          repudiation.
        perfeet candour he unmasks thet
            of the' wrong he had'
     himself. There is ne more pathetie
       than one : m which t he •. relates ho vvil

        came to see him, avowing belie •s
       ntter innoeence, only to receivelj-,
the shock of disillusion from his hero's owni{-
lips.

  In time, the eleansing fires bumt out hiss
shame. The chast•isement of suffering:i'
'made clean his heart. People who user
•phrases withQut wisdom sometimes tal r'-
of sufferings as a mystery. It ts really ai'
revelation.'" With the fallmg of the scalesi:.
from his eyes eame a new coUrage to aeeepG,,-
his pumshment; to submit to his lotk
and with that acceptance a new energ"
rese within the sbul wh!eh brought a
new spmt and b gan fer himanew life. •

  That new rp.irit though somewhat toeqdi
eloquently set forth to be so named, hQI'l'
calls humi!ily There are periods thatC'
savour a little of the megslomania of thq,'.iil.

Decadents, but one must charitably supposes
them to be inspired by a sense of the great '
ness of the height ibom which their autho

 eemed'he.had f&llen sp lqw. ]'

- . .rr..i. ;4= 7:..'trtL.b-'#.";L' . t '..[l# ' --. -et-#-  "gA2H'#-'L-th-
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IEmafffeiiibiwwft ee- esfme
net to be ashamed of his impmsQnmentfW..
for "if one ashamed of hav!ng beenA
punished, one might just as well never have
been puntshed at all." [rhen he had tQ
learn to be cheerful, the duty of happiness.
From this lesson a longing to do fresh and
better work is engendered, but death pre-
vented its realisation. With a recogmtien
that suffermg has its use in the world,
came great sympathy for those whom
sQrrow hath marked out for her own, and
an underst}anding of one who beeame
the meuthpiece of thQge whe are "dumb
under oppression, and whose silence is
heard only of God."
byEa,C,gd?i.fOgn,O,t.O"Ot"hS,dkY,,i,8kbYT.hi,tM..b,e.gt"n.1

portion of the "four prose poems m
which the life of Christ is ehronicled.
  He understood the leprosy of the leper,
the darkness of the bHnd the fierce rmsery
ef those who 1ive ior pleasure, thQ strange
poverty of the rieh." In very tender
and grac!ous words that are as sweet
incense offered in reverence on rumed
shrme, he speaks of the Man ef Sorrows,
with whom " all who come tn contaet, m
some way fuid that the ugllness of their
   is taken away and the beauty Qf their
sorrow revealed to them."
  Of the mora}ity of soerety and the reli-
  on'of the churches he does not coneea1:    eontempt. "Neither religion, mora-
lity, nor reason can help at all. am
  born antmomian." Nevertheless, the
morality of Jesus, which ms sympathy,
constraing him. When he gtveg frank
 xpsessT.on to the new mode of salf-cealisa-
tion he propQses, the first a!m Qf which

is "tgtsfree myself from any bitterness,.
of feeling against the world;" and adds
t ai thougfi c"omple""Eely penmless, and
absolutely           homeless, he wr11 not mind,
provided he has Iove in his heart, we
aeknowledge that he has not missed the
secret of Jesug.
  Professmg to be of those who cannot                                       g

believe, the Confraternity of the Faith-
less, he eomes as nea) to belief as it is
possible without believing. Surely the
1imits       of          Agnosticism have been over•
stepped when the agnostic can say that
"  love of some kmd is the only possible
explanation           of the extraordinary amount
of suffering that there is in the world,"
and that he cannot conceive of any other
explanation because in no other way could ,
the        of man,    soul                for whom the world was
made, reach the full stature of its perfec-
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 not to be 'ashamed of hisimpnsQnmenbi .
 fo'r ene is atihamed of having beell.
 punished, one might just as well never have•
 been punished at all." Then he had to
 learn to be cheerful, the duty of happmess. ,

.

From this lesson a longing to do fresh and
 better work is engendered, but death pre-

- vented its realisation. -With a recogmtion
 that suffering'has ms use in the world,
 came a great sympathy for those whom
 sQrrow hath marked out for her own, and
 an und6rstandmg Qf one who beeame
 the mouthpipee of thQge who are "dumb
 under oppressiop, and wh(me silence isE

 heard only of (llQd." l:.b,Ea,C,gde•i.O,n,O//.O"Ot'Ilfi,g•aGY,,l8kbYT.hi,.M.'b.e.g,"n.'l

tportiQn of the "ipur pros.e ' pgems" in
 which the life of Clhrigt is chronicled.
 Åí` He understood the' leptosy oS the leper,
 the darkness of the blind, the fierce misery
 of thosp who live fer pleasure, the strange
 .P.OIIe'gi]I,,?,,f.,th.e,,r.3C,h'iA.,I.",,Vgl'IY.te,.nd.e,Ei

 incense offered in reverence on a ruined
 shrine, he speaks of the Man of Sorrows,
 with whom " all whd come in contact, in ,
 some waY fud that the ugliness of their /1
 sin is ta•ken 'away and the beauty Qf theirl

sorrow revealed to them."
   Of the rpora}ity of soeiety and the reli- '

'' giorrof the churches he dces'not boneea1
 his eontempt. `,` Neither religion, mora-
eet,-,•.egrEe.2,p.o,ntl::•a•.n..)sip.Igg,?:,2ifa•,,Je,Ie

 ',Lmorality of Jesds-, iuvhich is sympathy,
.constr4Ins him. W. hen. h-e gives frank
s.expre.ss!on to the nevi mode Qf self-realisa-

' tipn he propQ,ses, tihe first a!pa of which

 is "to ftee myself. from any' bitterness
 of feelirig against the' world ,• and adds
 trhaZ' 'thougfi] cdmple{ely 'penniless, 'and
 absolutely homeless, he will not mindi.
 provided he has love in his heart, we
 aeknowledge that he has not missed the
 secret of Jesus.
   Professing to be of those who cannot
 believe, the-Cbnfraternity of the Faith-
 less, he comes as nea} to b-lief as it is
 possible without believing Sprely the
. Iimits       of          Agnosticism have been over-
 stepp d when the agnostic can say that
   love of some kind is the only possible'
 explanation           oi              the extraordinary amount
 of suffering that there is in the world,
 and that he cannot conceive of any other
 explanation beeause in no other way could i
 the soul of man, for whom the world was

' made, reaeh the full stature of its perfec-
 tlQn..
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t helps us to understand the remark gome-
 times made to young unbelievers by aged
 folk, " you have not yet suffered enough."
, "The faet that Gtod loves man (says

 Osear Wilde) shows us that in the divrne
lxgd,gE.o,fi,detgi,t,hi.ngz.it,ss.wi::e,n,t,h,2t,.e.trf,'

 unworthy " (p. 103).
  "I am conscious now that behind all
 this beauty, satisfytng though it m-ay be,
 there !s some spirit hidden of which the
 painted forms aRd shapes are but modes
 Qf mamfestation, and it is with this
 spirit that I desire to become in harmony "
 (p. 149).
  To this anchorage, which is in essence -
 the ancherage of religious fa!th, afber rnany
 vagaries in weird waters and visits to
 forbidden lands, after slothful ease in
 becalmed seas and faeing of wild tempests,
 did this strange ship of a soul come at
 last to rest. But only for a while, for
 the one elear call came ftom acrosg the bar,

 to put out to another sea, whereon, we
 may hope, the fires of sense fiarehot:at all,
 and a bemgner sun gleams, unsetting.
                J. TyssuL DAvis.
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l' helps us to understand the remark some-
 times made to young unbelievers by aged
 folk, " you have not yet suffered enough."
   "The faet that GQd loves man (says

,'  Osear Wilde) shows us that in t-he divine
t" flgd,gg.o,fi,de,gi,t,hi.n•gg.it,ts.w,rkt:e,n,t,h,2t,.e.tftr,'

 unworthy " (p. 103).
   "I am conseious now that behind all
 this beauty, satisfying though it may be,
 there is some spirit hidden of which the
 painted forms and shapes are but modes
 of manifestation, and it is with this
 spirit that I desire to become in harmony 'Z
 (p. 149).
   To this anchorage, which is in esSence
 the anchorage of religious faith, after many
vagarieg in weird waterS and visits to

 forbidden Iands, after slothfu1 ease in
 bec&lmed seas and facing of wild temPests,
 did this strange ship of & soul'come at
 last to rest. But only for a while, for
 the one clear call came from acrosg the bar,
 to. ppt out tQ another sea, whereQn, we
 may hope, the fires of'sense flare'not;at all,
/L}.-and a benigner sun gleJa. MT. S",T,IYg,etSiXgis,
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THE DEEP.

-.

         E who can read that saddest of boeks De
           Projundi$, and be unmoved by it, must
           have a callous heart,.a stagnant and
           torpid soul. How is it possible that any-
  one can read it, and eondemn it as posing? Surely
  to those who have understanding every sentenGe is
  possessed with the dignity of naked truth. The
  author must have written it with his heart's blood;
  his very soul is laid bare; soul answers to soul, and
  those who have in their nature the power of sympathy,
  or oapacity for suffering, will vibrate in guick and full
  ,rieSiXp9etShest. ,lil3evlof.e.e.is for the writer intwh,ns.e.-.pit.y.i.

    rt was his degtiny to be always prominent, heights
  and      depths were his lcst;                          the safe and level road of
  mediocrity was nQt for him; he was always marked
                    either in dreadful conspicuousness  out for observation,
t or enviable distinction. His enemies were bitter and
  malignant, but happily he had also true and staunch
  friends, whose loyalty was the one Qasis in the desert
  of his later years; one envies them their privilege in
  helping one who sorely needed help.
    Thsl vbgok is a prose poem, almost.- bibli(ul in its
 .-.s.ig.}p-le-. di.r.egt.n.epe., re-aility,'and rhythpa; it is .a book

  .t.hat s.t.ands &lone. Fate singled him out for a strange
  destiny,-brilliant snccess was his,                                he was sought after,
  lauded, feted; then the scene changed, as he himseif
  says--•from fame to infamy, from prosperity t}o direst
  disgrace. The coarse fare, the hideous dress, the utter f
  repression of prison life mugt have been to him aS
  veritable hell; and these were only externals; withnl
  gts.,?,e.a,rt,g.em,o,rse.f/tw,xd,figa2e,i,egs,kyb,an,d,,git,t,er,•,i::il.

  and moral torment his inner                             soul awoke, he realised
  to the uttermost that his own worst enemy had been
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OUT OF THE DEEP.
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"I"L-E who can read that saddest of books De
nf7g.oKun.aisda,?s.d,bs,.un,,,mdioved,.bghak•,m.u.s

         torpid goul. How'is it possible that any-
one (rm read it, and condemn it as posing? Surely
to those who have understanding every sentence is
possessed with- the dignity of naked truth. 'The
author must have written it with his heart's blood;

 his very soul is laid bare; soul answers to soul, and
those who have in their nature the power of sympathy,

 or eapacity for suffering, will vibrate in quick and fu11
 response. One feeis for the writer int.e.nt.,.t.ets..p.itiy.e":

syetP".th•.Y,'h2•,"dd','kt\•SY to be aidiays prominent, heighbs

 and depths were his 1(vtj the safe and level road of
 mediocrity was not for him; he was always marked
 eut for observation, either in dreadful conspicuousness
 or enviable distinction. His enemies were bitter and
 malignant, but happily he had also true and staunch
 friep. ds, wh• ose loyaky was the one oasis' in the desert
 of his later years; one envies them their privilege in
 helping one who sorely needed help. .
   Thsl....b.gek. ,is. a prose poem, .a}mQ.st.,1t/.blieal. in its
.-s`.III. }..pt.g .di.r..egV.npas, vre. aliky,-and. rhyPh.m. ,s.it is .a. book.

 ..t.] .a.t s.t.amds &lone. Fate singled him out for a strange

 destiny,-brilliant snccess was his, he was sought after,
 lauded, feted; then the scene changed, as he himself
 says-from fame to infamy, from prosperity to direst
 disgrace. The coarse fare, the hideous dress, the utter f
 repression of prison life must have been to him aS

kegiX%b.le,h,eg.iS,,k",d,lhl}ieti2dW8.'es&2',Iievt8.'3"si•it,,\ijtel.ll.I

 availing regret. And in- the throes of this physioa1i
 snd moral torment his inner soul awoke, he realised
 to the uttermost that his own worst enemy had been
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himself, that he had actua}ly sided with hig enemies
gF,tr.nfil.h.ims,eSf"`s.rg,i:•,\•.gh,e..y,fic•,po,,",ytlith,,.w/`.ch,.".k&I

that he has been his own undoing, it is the most
l•l?.ign.a,",k,oS,2ik.aggn,Segi,,R,u,t,ttts..is.,a,m.g,9aLl-{:btt:'t,u,d.'

                                     worshipped                                 hadthe shallows, te him the depths. He
the body, yielded to its lowest instinGts, and the soul
                              but it was really inwithin him was apparently dead :
ibs essence a great soul; in one passage he tells "s
how diMcult it was for him to get anything out of his
prison life but bitterness and despsir. The insolent
grS' ili9•ee,8XPgZSge.gO,"s,.da,y,s,ie,fXgl'tm,•,aumndfiE.:,m.ap,p.ar,en:

beautiful and noble nature would have survived the
ordeal so we}1; adversity was to him the touchstone
gh.ai,3,p.d.to.g.rga,tn,e.s.sb,9,n.?l;.eylzps,.to,thi.ek.gi,.\g,a,t.h.ix

his seemingly was one, erushing is neeessary to hring

out their sweetness.
  He sank to "mere maleness," rose again to man-
h.O.Z2•d2".g,,fi,"."."y,,a.`is.esw,it;,,e,illf.iinsl}gÅqlri,,e,et.o(x,i•,,2

grwnuiy,g.e,s,ai,d,th,a,8,gs,Yot;:tt,hs,w,h.ole,,W,OeeLd,itdO,g.affin,,ih.ig

is the one great reality ; " at the birth of a star and of
a child there is pain," and ene might also add----at the

                                    of any kind,birth of a soul. "Thought, true labour
/i.gRiesS,vg'rSu,e.}'bss,iZ•i,s,.ig,n.o,t,3,h.e,.d,";:gh,t,e.r,g`,.P.a,ieg

 fact as of a captive struggling to free himself: that is
 Thought. In al1 ways we are `to become perfect
 thrlO.U.g.h,Si,`;Z,7.e','•g".9'6;ith, book his woakness of wM is

               i Hero Merthip, Carlyla

                                            3Q7
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himself, that he had actua'11y sided with his enemies
gF,tr.nfil.lftims,eWs,rg,i:•,E•.8h,%.y,gc•,po,,",ytlS"ll,,:hg.ch,.".R&{

that he has been his own undoing, it is the most
}•l?.i6gn.a,",k,oS,2'k.aggn,;eg.;,,R,u.t,ttts..is.,a,m.:g,ef/La.tt;'t,u,d.'

                                     worshipped                                 hadthe shallows, te him the depths. He -
the body, yielded to ibs lowest instincng, and the sopl
within him was apparently deaKl : but it was really m
its essence a great souls in one passage he tells us
how diMcult it was for him to get anything ont of his
prison life but bitterness and despsir. The insolent
g's' Slg•ee,S;pgzsge.zo,us.da,y,E•gxf:gRmj,•,a.niSlifiI•2,m.ap.p&r,en:

                                            thebeautiful and Roble nature would have survived
ordeal so we}1; adversity was to him the touchstone
gh.ai,Ap.d.to.g.rga,tn,e.ep6,g,n.e,l]e.71zf)gdio,gh.in,khgt.\g,a,t.h.i,'

his seemingly was one, erushing is neeessary to hring

       -tout their sweetness.
  He sank to "mere maleness," rose again to man-

/i.lltil,g,h,g"/,n',/S,r,/","3,lg/li',,,"b,i,,P./e,Xd,i,:,'le/r/:.//ll:,,,1",il,711'll.,itt'xhk.e:,'.:.,tii/IIIg///i',

is the one great reality ; "at the birth of a star and of
a child bhere is pain," and one might also adddit the

                 Thought, true labour of any kind, birth of a soul. "
/i.g,h.es.t,v:'r.tu,e.}'ts,egki,'s,.i,t,n.o,t,ge.e,.d,"]i..g-.h,`.e.r,2`,.P.a,ie•:

 faet as of a captive struggling to free himself: that is
 Thought. In al1 ways we are `to become perfect
 thrlO.U.g.h,su,!Z,7i.e','•t,'".g'6;ith. book his woakness of'wi" is

               iHero Merntp, dwlyla -
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 commented on, but the strongest will on earth has i
 only a limited amount of force, and if that force is
 used exelusively for evil, it becomes weak for good,
 but is not necessarily in its essence weak. His
 mind must have been phenomenally strong, or he
 could not have kept his reason under the strain ef
 those two terrible years. For he did not put this
 tbmg under his foot and erush it, as a harder nature "
 would have done, nor was he callous under it; on the
          with bowed head and humble spirit he felt contrary,
 it to the uttermost.                    At the time of his degradation
 he must have seemedj dead to all good, awake and t
 responsive only to evil; the love of his mother seemed
 wasted and losg yet h6r death was ene of the bitterest
 of his many sorrows, it made him realise what her love
had meant to him; 'eT aisgrace had ki11ed her--had

        her heart, aeis iifuhy? because she loved him.broken
#,llit,,th.e.dleY,e.feg,Srs,,lllgt.Uyl"OSi.,yi,t.,b,orefruitinitsowngood,

   In thinking over the tragedy of his life, one feels
that     human justiee, ,even at its bost, is a poor and
inadequate thmg. Tci those who breathe the air of
Sreedom, two years seet!i nothing, but to the one con-
denmaj to an extstenee of routine and drudgery, gloom
aad pmvation, it is an eternity; ag he said, time with
time in prison doeg notrprogress, it revolves                                         His life,
gnceall sunshine, ended in darkest shadow; he died
l.n.ly!rill'Ifiegg.o,n,y,•i,".ggga'.g,p2v,2rXy.•,an.,eM,i,g,en,.a.sgra.n,gs

his portion, yet even iri) t,his apparent eruelty there
may have been mercy hid'dens we do not see the

whole. ftjJ  Canon Beeching, an obSju• 'Lfie Anglican priest, gtates
that Christ's docuine about sin as presented in De
Profundis is a travesty,                      whieh he severely condemns;
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CRANK
but ChrisVs own words are that He "eame not to call
the righteous (like Canon Beeehing) but sinners (like
Osoar Wilde) to repentanee." The "travesty" is
therefore tK) be found in the sermon whieh distorts the
book it presumes to eriticise,--a book that teaches a
far higher lesson than the maJority of sermons. Pity,
sympathy,          and               charity, are the                              lessons therein con-
tained, and that hamsh judgment reeoils on the head of
the accuser. Redemption comes to the human soul at
different tirnes, in different wayig te some quickly, to
others late,          to some in this life, to some hereafter. To
one Iike him it was a great thing that he ata awaken
here, and was thereby spared the anguish of futile con-
trition , the influenee of hig 1ife is now good and not
evil, as it would otherwise have been.
  "God is not simple, GoH " not theatrieal, the
summons comes to each man g due time for him,
with an infinite subtlety of vari. J." i
  To Oscar Wilde it was absolutely needfu1 that he
should of his own will and evil choosing experience the
depthg and wallows of degradatnn,-no other person
ean degrade one, degradation co,nos from within. Hig
humiliation was made public, it was dragged out into
the light of day, all the world knew it and rightly
condemneeg           and               now all the world knows how great
and deep was his                  abasement his humbling before
God and man; and                  that section of the world whieh
comprehends has also pardonea, has even felt regret
that it ever           condemned.                       Those who Judge from the
surfaee, from the outer eruft fthings, are not worthy
to pass an opmlon,                 which its as a rushlight or farthing
dip compared with the si at noon. They have no
power to see the truth, wL ii they foully misrepresent.
  As to the suggestion that admiration for the book's
            i Modern ct(zpm, H. G. Wells.
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THE CRANK.
 commented on, but the strongest will on earth has ,
 only a limited amount of force, and if that force is
 used exclusively for evil, it becomes weak for good,
 b.u,•Xdis.".o,`,",gc.e,ssg',i,i.yi"h,At.S..e.ss.ei?yCe,,V.e.agk;.,tj,S

 could not have kept his reason under the strain of
 thpse two terrible years. For he did net put this
 thm    g under his foot and crush it, as a harder nature c
 would have done, nor was he callous under it; on the
         with bowed head and humble spirit he felt eontrary,
 it to the uttermost. hemusthaveseemedA,&etahdettoiMaellOfgohoidS,daewgarl:ela/inO:i

 responsive only to evi1.; the love of his mother seemed
 wasted and losg yet hEr death was one of the bitterest
 of his many sorrows3t made him realise what her'love '
had meant to himYa! Risgrace had ki11ed her---had

       her heart, agL'ii;vhy? beoause she loved him. J'broken
But the love was notJi6st, it bore fruit in its own good
time, and "after many days."

  In thinking over the tragedy of his life, one feels
that human justice, ,even at its best, is a poor and -
imadequate thing. T(:i those who breathe the air of
freedom, two years seefu nothing, but to the one eon-
demnaj to.an existence of routine and drudgery, gloom
and pnvation, it is an eternity; as he said, time with
those in prison does notrprogress, it revolves. His life
once all sunshine, ended in darkest shadow; he di56i •
le.igIri$'figg.O,n.Yyi,",ggga'lt.,P2V,2rt,Y.•,a".,e",'l.g,t",.a.sg'a.n,gg-

his portion, yet even iri) tthis apparent cruelty there '
may have been mercy hiddens we do not see the

                       t-  Canon Beeching, an obsiMl;'.IYe Angliean prietst, sSates
that Christ's doctrine about sin as presented in De
Profundis is a travesty, whieh he severely condemns;
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but ChrisVs own words are that He "eame not to eall
the righteous (like Canon Beeehing) but sinners (like
Osoar Wilde) to repentanee." The "travesty" is
therefore to be found in the germon whieh distorts the
book it presumes to criticise,di book that teaches a
far higher lesson than the majority of sermons. Pity,
sympathy,          and              charity, are the Iessons therein con-
tained, and that harsh judgment reeoilg on the head of
the accuser. Redemption comes to the human soul at
different times, in different wayag to some quickly, to
others Iate,          to some in this life, to•some hereafter. To
one Iike him it was a great thing that he dia awaken
here, and was thereby spared the anguish of futile con-
trition ; the influenee of his life is now good and not
evil,    as it would otherwise have been.
  "God is not simple, GoH r' not theatrica1, the
summons comes to each man 'g due time for him,
with an infinite subtlety of variL J." i
  To Oscar Wilde it was absolutely needful that he
should of his 'own will and evil choosing experience the
depths and wallows of degradation,-no other person
oan degrade one,               de                gradationconesfromwithin. His
humiliation was made publie, iL`.was dragged out into
the light of day, all the world knew it and rightly
eondemnea          and               now all the world knows how great
and deep was his abasement. his humbling before
God and man;              and                  that section of the world which
comprehends has also pardoneu', has even felt regret
that it      ever eondemned.                      Those who judge from the
surface, from the outer crug, t .f things, are not worthy
to pass an opinion, which its as a rushlight or farthing
dip compared with the sr at noon. They have no
power to see the truth, wL .ii they foully misrepresent.
  As to the suggestion that admiration for the book's.

   .. .. iMocle7vTVtqpia,H.G.Wells.
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literary style has east a spell upon reviewers, how is
it that this glamour did not take effect before? for
everything the author wrote had the same charrp.
  To say that the author advooates a "d.octrine of
                            may come, isa wilful .                       gooddevils " or to do evi1 that
distortion of fact. If English society took the view
grhieh Canon Beeehing tries to enforce upon it, we
paigljt indeed more than ever be called a nation of
hypocritÅís, and De P•rofundds in its beauty and truth
would be a pearl east before swine. The author
                                  misjudging                                             himtakes us into his confidence, and by
we violate that confidence, and are selfÅíondemned as
unworthy of it. To describe as "absolutely shameless i
                                              ofand unabaghed" one who suffered                                 sueh                                      intengity
abasement, such abandonment of soul-stricken grief, is '
the pettiest of unworthy slanders.
                          in the least detract from  The vituperation does not
the book's inherent value, but one regrets that it
should be deseerated by such handling--" evil to him
that evi1 thinks."
  Towards Christ and Hig teaÅíhing Oscar Wilde 1ooks
inamanner that is deep and inwarq but eminently
un-theological. His Christ does not dwell in churehes,
but in the wounded heart of erring humanity. At
his werst he wag never a hypocrite; he never pre-
t;er}ded; dogma and ritual were nothing to him either i
in prosperous or unprosperous days.

   It is a mean thing for a so-called spiritual guide to
stand up and revile the eharacter of a dead                                        man, and

                                   argument, andto do it in such a way that diseussion,
refutation are impossible. Judged from the narrow
standpoint of bigoted prejudice and orthodoxy the •
book no doubt is dangerous; but impartially and
justly viewed, it is beautiful and good, worthy of an
abiding place in English literature; and in spite of
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                              THE CRANK

ghS•&n,p,i?e:e:.eecll,llMg,,g,eih,a,ie,k•il•iiex.`kh•,ILkte,iÅí.b,a,,1.l.,i,ei9,$,:

 tion      of         ChTist, with its wormIike attitude towards
 Deity, is the dryest of dry bones will find in De
 Profamdds           much that will soften and elevatie their

?,a.`tinrge{ir,IIil,lg'tqeg•gslkaa,$tB'/;:P,L:dllg.rie`sS3YM,oSs?l}bl'hf.i}i.::.oi

 .g.endiutsh";,b,u.tiythtehi.wgorld.ftisf.\arhdf.an.d.mte.nd?.ggciruteii,,

gw:h//Eex".ehraO.,"gb'g",.EW,g?,l,ilihs.geh,,U,MiuZffktreO,tC,i,/r2.g.eitfon8.et,iii.llillsa

:w,q,P.rels")'/.",h"a,ll;stah,me,elas,uOgptzr//'i",i,l'eilll,eg!R{)hg,/2•gd.uegae$,/l,8fio.ttStpt,e.'sl'?//lii'

sincerity, humility, and fact; is dead."i
,,,O" ,,z,Sai'.e•g.g2,OC,i:y,tw:I:•g,M•,ig{1,gf,e,i,oo,},s",liy{s,.a.t

gf bis life is g(xÅrd; but how seldom any public life
s7.v.ie,:ed.,ag.a,,w2fiLe,;a,s,.",r",,Oi.g,g9Yg•.khe,II,l/ZIO.rg':•dY,#,r8

judgments, having no means of arriving at the truth.
To the understanding few, "the fit, though few," his
genius will live,              the verdict                         of                            the common herd will
not influence them. Ilis degradation was a phasq
not a permanent attitude of mind; the desire to
experienee everything is not in itself strange and
inexplicable.             In St. Augutstine we also have one who
grgvelled and repented, yet we think now only of his
saintship, which came tardily. Oscar Wilde too was
a sinner, he also wallowed in the mire, he too repented ;
                  only the saintship of Augustine,are we to remember
              ;ffero Mcrship, Carlyle.
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literary style has east a spell upon reviewers, how is
it that this glamour did not take effect before? for
everything the author wrote had the same charrp.
  To say that 'the author advocates a "d.oetrine of
                           may come, is a wilful                      gooddevils " or to do evil that
{listortion of fact. If English society took the view
whieh Canon Beeching tries to enforee upon it, we
might indeed more than ever be ealled a nation of
hypoerites, and De P•rofunads in its beauty and truth
igvould be a pearl cast before swine. The author
                                misjudging himtakeg us into his confidence, and by
we violate that eonfidenee, and are selfcondemned as
unworthy of it. To deseribe as "absolutely shameless
and unabashed" one who suffered sueh intensity of
abasement, such abandonment of soul-stricken grief, is
the pettiest of unworthy slanders.
                         in the least detract from  The vituperatien does. not
the book's inherent value, but one regrets that it
should be deseerated by such handling-" evil to him
that evil thinks."
  Towards Christ and Hig teaK}hing Oscar Wilde 1ooks
inamaTmer that is deep and inwara but eminently
un-theologieal. His Christ dQes not dwell in churehes,
but in the wounded heart of ening humanity. At
his worst he was never a hypocrite; he never pre-
tended; dogma and ritual were nothing to him either
in prosperous or unprogperous days.

   It is a mean thing for a secalled spiritual guide to
stand up and revile the eharacter of a, dead                                       man, and

                                  argument, andto do it in sueh a way that diseussion,
refutation are impossible. Judged from the narrow
standpoint of bigoted prejudice and orthodoxy the

                                           andbook no doubt is dangerous; but impartially
justly viewed, it.,i's beautiful and good, worthy of an
abiding place irtliiEnglish literature; and in spitie of
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 opposed,         to ecclesiastieism, and to whom the Imitca
 tion of Ckrdst, with its wormIike attitude towards
 Deity, is the dryest of dry boneg will find in De
 Aofamdis           much that will softelt and elevate their
 nature, and deepen their power of sympathy.

"
.O.mea,E,gY,ii.'2's,g,e#,th,y•E:•:;.di:t6'e,c8igys•Ii,T8hf.i]g,l.p.oi

 .g.endiutsh";,b.u.tlythtehi:gorlld,ftisf.?arhdi,.an.d.mte.nditggclruteil,,

gw:h:•EeRn.%r8.8,I'g"tn",kOx,,ih,•.{Sj,"$,,U,M2uZffbliS,t?',egps,tt,a.2,Åí.et•'li•iisc,

•

[w,(2,Z'.ren,et/.",h"a,ll:g`ah,me,elZs,Ougptzi//'K,i,lleilll,ogCsVhg,/?'gd.uegaR/e,iS'ge,lo.ttStpt,g.',gii?//,ii'

 sincerity, humility, and fact; is dead."i
,h,O",ia.,iair.y•g.g2,of.,w.rfitfn.g,•,m•,iiil",gf,e,ig,o5,sn,Lg,,a.t

gf bis life is good; but how seldom any public life
s7.v.ie,:ed.,"g.a,,vveflLe,;a,s,.A,rn,,Oi.g,I]9YX.khe,IPillIO.rS'ldY,#,'8

Judgments, having no means of arriving at the truth.
To the understandin                 g few, "the fit, though few," his
genius wi11 live, the                 verdiet                        of•                           the coiumon herd will
not influence them. His degradation was a phasq
not a permanent attitude of mind; the desire to
gxperienee everything is not in itself strange and
mexplicable.             In St. Augustine we also have one who
grovelled and repented, yet we think now only of his
saintship, which came tardily. Oscar Wilde too was
a sinner, he also wallowed in the mire, he too repented ;
are we to remember only the saintship of Augustine,
              iffero Mership, Carlyle,
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THE CRANK.
and only the sin of Osoar Wildel If there is no
sequel to this short earthly life intio whieh in his case
sueh an etemity of suffering was eompressed, how
eruelly unjust is man's lot! Better far never to have
been,---to be a blank. But one hopes, almost
believes, that hidden somewhere there is a meaning
                                     thwartedand a purpose, and that his life, though
here, is now one of ful1 and true expression,--that long
since he may have finished the text as David did,
"And thou hast heard my voiee!" .

      ' Chester Warren.
INDEFINITENESS.'

     HAVE been aceused of indefiniteness. Probably IbheerhaapsCe"isaillLOynhXISVe8bPeaern`'rYigAS:d'ref"utseP:lirt"Ye

                      efinite things. When you      definite about ind
happen to be on the spot, and to see that it is im-
:•,os,2ib;as,o.p.rsde'st,ge,g:•e':eky,,o.",,3,h,e.st"the.g,faknff2iWrs.'

one who deprecated the same indefiniteness who
himself promised definitely, and failed to fulfil his
promise. One of the reasons against the making of

 promiges is the fear that they may not be fulfi11ed.
                            depend on promiseeq                  not surely Settled society does
 but on the fu1filment of moral or goeial obligations.
 Why make a sort of fetish of definiteness? Is not
                                         Onee this a pity? Let me illustrate by a tale.
                                    and B. A upon a time there were two friends, A .
 Ient B a sum of money, which B was tb repay m
 yearly instalments. As is usual among friends, nc
  i Held over, from lack of space, from the artiele on th(
 Doulthobors.
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eescAR W,iDLDEE'pSRoFtiNDis."e'

  "Our notice of this remarkable " human
 documenV' is, to our dwn regret, all toe,
i"

gaarndtYagebo"fbtatkhiifigfC'nCttoticVceoSun"tStthheeegtdi:i

 mate of it forrned by sesieral other re-i'
I,l.l/",oYge}l,llx.,T,b2,gmW,g.dge:st:h.etS,eai;eiiie;oi,i:,glll/lin,I.

eX
i,9.r}I8",e,e.d;.st'C,t.e.d,i,"•.:,h•}Ii,bg?kaih`S&'Sih-

                           one of a tially ar'tistic nature, but
                           Conseious- morbidly self-eomscious type•
 ness of being in the eye of men, and thQ
 thirst so to be, stamp even this self-
 revelation, simple and smcere m manner
 as it is, compared with its author's pree'
 vious productions. So painfullY eon.
 seious, indeed, does he appear. of his oma

artistie quality and its preciousness t6
"his age, "in symbolie ;elations" wibh
w•hich he .dee}ares himself to have stood,
that some have found it hard Rot te'
view the whole thing as but a new and
more daring form of posing, on the part
of a recognised master in the art, and
                                 he'                            Wasso as devoid ef true sincerity.
ever Teally "in the depths"? they ask
                             in theincredulously. Here "Viator"'
second of'two striking and just papers
in the "Chureh Times," gives the true
answer, when he replies, " Yea, verily;
nor did he ever really emerge, though
he fondly imagined the contrary." Oscar

                           depths                                  efWilde did descend to tihe
           degradatien vand suffering,acutely-felt
and there learnt things which he refused.
g,v.en..go,c.o,ns,i.d,er,,ln,.tgg.d.a,y:,,w.hs,n,:g/1

g,agd,e.n,6',,o.f,l•Sf.et,it,l'{hae•,,m,.o.rfi•g".2:•6."n,:e,E.l

t

gigP.e.n.n,ed,.Xe,e.Se..,Pa:IifeS.ga.b.Oi:8iddi",g,.tt•.I

ibility, and lit up with fiashes of rare ;•
 insight, expressed in language of wen" .
derful force and beauty. But the radiea}:

-

ftg.O,i.Sehel.th.g,p.a,n.a,n,d..o,f,t,he,.a,rgi,'3t,rgl,

 his new insight into another and deeper
 side of the soul's experience, mainly as
 fresh artistic material which rvould en.
able him to produce a magnum opms, thatg

                              author' should go far to rehabilitate its
 with the world whose harsh                           judgmen"
 touehed him so keenly, and to wring
 from it by sheer force that homage to
 his " genius " which was ever present te
 his thoughts. On this dreadful egoism
 "Viator" lays his unerring finger, and
 points out that it of itself invalidated
 Wilde's elaim to the title he valued most,
 that of a supreme artist. For supreme
 art ever absorbs its subjeets with a                                 dis-
 interested devotion such as leaves no
 leisure for the eonstant self-preoeeupa-
 tion which was this artist's most distinc-
 tive note among his contemperaries.
 Artist he was, indeed; for he had                                gifts
 such as even he could not entirely
 squander.or unmake. But supreme artist,
Lno. He was not enough of a man, a'
" personality--not a personage---for that ;
 and he had too Iittle human sympathy;'
 for in all his self-revelati.ons,there is noti

- ''•`'De ?refuhdis." By wt rviM-kc Xetllnen,

.

i

Lle
i"-t".'g}t'is"'ptsi.

;,,.$g.,,,,\,.,,,,,,,llsi,ll    ,$i""""i's'vi"i'nv"s:wa"w    ,,,,.,,,,'g,111     ,l#   gi,ii!     ii,

e '. -Cl...

E•}..,ff-

2019-03-18 Jissen Women's University Library 298



. t t t,  r . . ...   .  . -  

                                      '  ' . ,m.f gxae.4'v"' ,,,' '
    ts6•geri• "";:Bli;l,k-P"g-fu••-• •-...-

    l.,:gr.'e.og';c,9•;olf3\.ix,rZ-ga9•k,'2"gi,e2h.i$ia'Kll,ii'

:iv '

x

       but'this fact gives us the afl•-SgaarndtYage of taking into account the estk,

mate of it formed by several other re-:,
viewers. To two of these reference mpy/1/
profitably be made on matters of pri4-
glPpiii/le://eiih.digtttcÅít.e`.dh,9'/T.Ot75.efbgtegtiI•I?st.•.,ljSiiiffl

ts'a.i;,y,,f,ti,sf,ip..;lk%t,geg•,rf2t.'&".e.,,g•g.s

ness of being in the eye of men, and the--
thirst so to be, stamp even this self-

                     --.r.e,v ie,ia it,i ]oe6Mi'pm.p,:edat.iid,hSMi,C,er.e.,ihn.\}•,armp,e.'.3,

vious productions. So painfullY con.
seious, indeed, does he appear of his owt-,

-

,ahriti
fiSi';e.,qy,tr'ity,,.anill,il•gs.p,ri.e,ci.o.u.s?,ese,thaX;;

which he deelares hilnself to have stood.
that some have found it hard not tcr,
view the whole thing as but a new andi'
more darincr form of pesmg on the parti'
of a recognised master in t•he art, and:
2gff.ge.fio,id?St,ru,.e,sLn,",e,'gS7s,lgYSS.etr.

incrodulously. Here"Viator, in thq[g
second of two striking and jusb paperE}s

       "Chureh Times, gives the true:,in t•he
answer, when he' replies, "Yea verily;'
nor did he ever really emerge, though'
hefondlyimaginedthecontrary Oscar-.

                         e depths oÅí.Wilde did descend to tih
acutely-felt degradation tand sufferingand there learnt thmgs which he refused-i

ghv.en..t,ode.oiln/i.d,er,,],nh.tP,:.d.a,y:i,w.h.e,n,Xst

 garden oflife itwas,moreover,under
                                 that .tthe inspiration of that illumination
he penned these pages abounding ng.

 poignant senbences of a•cronized sensi.'
 bility, and lit up with fiashes of rarq.
 insight expre,ssed in language of won
 derful force aind beauty. But• the radiea
 egoism of the man and of the artist re ,
                   thought eagerly o mained mtact' he

es.ns,w,i,nsig.h.t,•knt.o.,a.n,o,th.2r.,an.d.,d.?gpgag

 fresh artistic material ivg'hich would en rd
 able him to produce a mag?tvm oz7tts tha.

should go far to rehabilitate its autho
 with the world whose harsh                            judgmen
 touched him so keenly, and to zz'ri
ecrigmgg.?.y,sh&ehri.fhor.e.e.,t.h.a.t,hpo,ve,a.g.e,`,

•ihi2.,t}:gPg,hr.Sy,g,i,t.h.ig,sc.e,adE:g.gg,05S."agur

 pomts out that it of ibself invalidaVedi
liWilde's elairn to the title he valued most ,.
}..that of a supreme artist. Por suprem
                                a dis,                   subjects withE'art ever absorbs its
                                        " 'f-J-its'interested devotion such as leaves n,,
ts:leisure for the eonstant self-preoecup
 tion which was this artist's mosb distin
il:t,i/'.i}.i,.t"thO.,iee.w:as.a..:ri:'/.hg{,:gg.hd.i..S..iio'.n.,htie,M,:P:O'g/r.a,/rii',lkge•

 i"o. He was nob enough of a man, a.
 ' ersonality-not a personage--for that; /.
 'imd he had too Iittle human sympathy;•'.
 ' or in,,al1 his self-revelati,ons..there is not :'
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