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f' 'Mr• Robert tiJs'sPIdJi//B2S"8,Y•:41 l"id8•, ,'.gth.il' asi

   g•Jvvork, "De Profundis;' has svritten- a letter in which he'
   $•explains the reason for' expunging eertain portions from ,;
   I.T the English version whi•ch were inclu`ded in. the earlier .,
   l"G.,ezm,,a,",g,dig`.o.ng,.}l,rf,•l}psg,.gft's'ei,-6`.l5a.g,gll",g,e,2•S't.Og.Sia

   lilllfi'2nLg.oj.2.hs,sgb}g.,secexo,efi:,"d.X,eeG.h,a.,gs,go.u.,:raLi,.a',igl:;i../l.

.

,'
ili/iX6I,i,t?,ÅéM,,F,e'lstg,lw.,li"'i.st/.ii,/iel`ihlii'e.'{E'IS'Zlli•2w:/a',ilih.Zi?."'ih'iieZh:,2./IS.Zg:}11/tlllil

   tj Germany had already been made when I submitted a •,l,
   i.'type-written seleetion of those por'tions'Åqto Which I                                                       g
   l,,,i- aMfteetrhWuaernqS gaVe the naine of ` De Profundis ')to Messrs. .kg.

 ';"IS" "This was forwarded in ordinary .course to their;g

.i•

,l i/,gesargt,esrs'#.•hs",,e..r,Y.ie'ES.i.Il`},t:hff,t,,iX.E.;,c,gM.V,2.f.g.i,ee,,`".,ei,ghgWshgS,•y.ebXig,.

    ilsaw at 'onee' that'so far from .doing so, it great•ly im-,-i-'i.
    IbPereOn"e;sstuheedWaOsrka'fW,ahgiCmh6nit".ailtsteeaSeeimC8n"-ldverOsniloYnhaal"soeS

  - cQntains some letters written by the author, while he was
    1,at Beadingj to myself. TheSe were never submitted to
    "Messrs. Methuen. Tboy appear in• the French ver-
    l•-sion by M. Henri Davr.ay, and in the Italian, .Swedjsh ,.sl

  . "anq Hungarian •kranslations. ' i " . t
  Ji'1 "tl shall, no doubt, be able to Make'qrrangements
    '

J'

l'f•...' laa,.gt,XFafftn,glllg'{n,11Sh,S2Ut,",eg..illl.ltnie,X.R,'9i/,ine.•`li'.nr/,t.ha.e?'gs`.rhiii,ti//Sg.r,S,Ea,gn,:,E,ktS

''  the •learned and erithusi'astie transldator of `De

.-

:'P,,'
.gfgB,dai•l.,pr?."siLed.2n..T:t,o.gff'.",g.o,u,t,`Pe.,goR},•ge.

 • wrongly, had lbng aecl&imed Mr. Oscar Wilde as one
     of the most distinguished English men of letters in the ,
    mibpteenth cgntury. . '... . ..
  .. t• "'To the English public, al•1 Ruskinians ab heart, and,
ii'i-i'liuhn.ab.i.e,go..sp.pfar,a.t.,.tte-i.y,a.n'pa,n.,d,V2fi,wgii:.egri.:lis'ld•ghw.a,g

'' --'  ';too.,nduCt precluded the inclusion of his name, np,t oply•"
  " l.inEpglishliterature,butinpolite ebnyersation. .L .' . )
 -' '.It was a kpowledge of th"ese !eircumst•ances and a grave-
    'u.ncertainty as to how `De Profundis' would be rer ,
     'ceived in England that neees'sitated the' caution I exer- '

 . ,cised. ... ." "' • - ..                              '
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!ttt]GARU-
y ---depeNept--ny       On sait qu'Oscar Wilde
     ,g.",",g"hS.a,dPe}.nbe,,9,e,d.'u,x.,a.nts

                 aParis ou      vembre 1900
     "constamment vecu
      Le silenee se faisait
      facheusement notoire,

•di:;

    v              "    " sce    v    h             ar              t r..

 -• "#  Xb .tc --Ln t "At- -:A;    vg4  u" }. A" "llxt's .7pt 'ke "kpt xt-["X.N. i

 za-       4 tS"k.A.',' .i . ,ev...-r . ,' ,z.,-.-;e, i- ;..

     st thz" .4beit "#pt4eL"'asN-.t t " -
NiF tK .- i-ii lj,fv.
   fN trYW `s "yS
  kt/.,.hs`."="'i....-.tv'"g'3.. 1sc

 l-}ci"iti2ii*.tSi'E'.g,il.'tL{'.gS-r-

  "i.-esy -tY=- "
  X "E t.  v be -"  "r - n##L b"
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   rcvtstff- str " -

6 OCTOBRE

.

i:i!lllgg

                                 e
                       aprbs avoir.
                        de pmson
                        le 30 no-
                    !1 avatt presque
                depuis sa 1iberation
                autour de ce nom si
                    quand parut un
ili,iXq/\•\,/gile/liet/i/gill.et,'iillipl,i,iikiidli//k'/i'iraili,IS"iipilklliili//sd//jlilin•/ljljalSu's',

de 1'6cr}vain.
                   de De profundis            d'auteur  Les droits
ga.2a,wwBBt.,eg.vgkxi,u}.ecBicp,ee,E•Rs,Il},as

' .s'c"
." ;r

lk,

   i

s-leSrT(rlS3
:

li

"
t

.

r             -t- -v.

L

   Oscar Wilde le remit de son vivant•
qoUri de$t un point de droit maintes fots fix
sgoM"ie,:":,2iotlie".':"ia3Dwke,\,g,3UsSs,i.ia,X,{dt,r"?li`e..:Pt..k,Il,igoj,\.Str,

?.ew,k,Eifri.is",gsie.tce,:pfr,s,et,Z?/.eMie.q".:g,atg.Ir2etdV,v',re.eu,"r

entre les mains de qunl a fait mettre op-

P0
8t.t'R"..b,i.e,",r,9,aYqe.M,eM"t'RobertRossest

t mM
 rn Mrsm raiM•vfiv 6tg

'S,K,/6t2t;'Segai"\'e.'ii,,'",g,l/`,,"6e//%Si,`,/e,gM,X/i:,,,k'i'R,8,dY$1'".,?6,,/lk
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     '' TrtP-      . •-y- --

RO ;;- VENDREDg 6
   ....,d...,.-de)o.e,,.N.---.,-,-,.

 qu'Oscar Wilde,

' ' '

..Rptlt  on sait 'apres ayoi
'." ," ,ge' hS.a 3Po"S.O

,
  embre 1900, il avait presqu
  onstamment vecu depuis sa lib6ratign-
   e silence se faisait autour de ce nom s..

.e

/X,sh:"ge:IE":tAe.S•3•k"
i,h/xx:,I•3.iia,X.lj2D,gzalPllOl.o.f,""/\dl,gPi,igli"'lq8`k,/k",\,

.:' a' r.;.. ' . - P.a.r,a,iSiStaSB"ptartenant at M

.' - 'L ,'  '"qo",i,P,S,2a.r.\}IUii.dtedie9 d'eroMii'tmaintesfois fixe

    ''": 'en Ancrleterreque tous les
    . i' po ur un ouvrage
 +' -- .reviennentau possesseur

        ilivre en Angleterre se montent aenviroff
 J' •22 'oOO francs. C'est elles que le
         "8tfitrC5eles mains de qui ii a fait mettre 'o

'
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I/sa,/91ip,i`1;o',.elislll,11,idlltiElififik,,/41g'X•lg.1/:,:-,el7i,ei,,Åé,,/f,:'."'e.il',""'i,l

    e 1'ecmvain.                      de De profttndis2 ..ge              d'auteur    Les droits
             devoir lui echapper, lp ma-'i                                       t-in•.l rt,- -
                                   N                       . Robert Ross, a.'
                        de son vivant. '

                         droits'perguss . . -t-i
        e dont rauteur est mort'
                         du manuserit.''
     Les sommes produites par la ventg dq.

                                    ]-. k
                             receveu ,.
     ' des faillites reclame 8rediteur.'
                                         rlf' r.

- .

XO,sut/V2n/kt'

,s

la8se,sr,uP,tfuq8u,M,.tA"iA,see,rg,R,o.sft%sg.:•;`;;s-

   deBe.S.P,eEe.,Pa,g,9F,Ob.`,e,",ig,{.Ig'.".d,e,.C,a.",S9,'.,Tg

    g.pe,/g',kgml.ii8,\ntle:•::r:aige3'2MsK,pR.tRuXrg,i.gs,9G.1qe,SXe:,

    ff/Åé,/gta"2,:fti,X.•i'/",X,PeiSl,/Peo,\"g,l•:elei/P,SS./ix1•".'teit':':S:,L.eleUg"li3i,t/j,,,w,,,,

    IRek"/dSIY,,,Sl.IR,11,i/:.'XlliS,r'ii"",i'ki/X,l'l"g,14f./#,iEli./Åí',a,/Y,/,,di$,'ll,1re,X"al,i,$r

               ";'i 'iÅr( '' ., :.'. "1'1' //:."'1:'
       ';; ' --. .i.v ..-'IJÅ} ,`' :- ITFtL -"-.4 tr.'.p. --v.'r '
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                tttptass;;isi{tiin9aRlgS'dbeuri.gaidttt/X,La'nyY.,.gr.at-

'pus..d lSCndBt.ttotbefi\q..a,.SimM"ey,l:Xerllllabkiofy,t,oX'

g.Tp.ciali..tte,"stAasl9nE,.g,e.an.divi;:•Clll?llmplisll:#.;"V,'.!•Shidi

S!,` l)e Pr(rkzndis," & piece of. weck- which does noiij,
E,llli..'fosal:•tilil,IliilliiilllllZ-rit:,,iii.is'lgiIlli;•2geit:IIitt•[s,6kgiii.g}.xtgg/is/.

#•i ery human voiee, a•nd, aueover, bears tes`iSi.ij.
erimp.KMY,hi,itrprmO•ca.a,,g.{isi"t-,.%n,ghw.hi.,'cl,g}ll;;':;:ti3nlf}d:6ljiÅë

                     --Spoetry come from.. sane and heaJt2xy elernen .,'.
ymd never•Lim• mmbid elements in.ut...ec, . '

    b '" ..tS:'. k"' ''l"""..'.;.::'`-,..•' :r.1"' ;.r. .'- ' ' '" --' ':'.

ta... S.ego6 .
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SIII,i31il•//eu.'deg,mps}li'lgevtil.illsg%li.ifta.slll.IYn,gee//ss.`t.h'gO,"a"eli/li'.e'yet,bo.O,.n.tk,•1

tim"Og."r(Ci[ISIO,/6;.t.itibsaee'b:k.tl,.bS.xe/lieei:.g•i..//s.lza$.bej
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9t about his Debts.. Il,

EDisposiNG oF RuMeuRs.I
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,. ministrati- on Qf tib,e e6tate aj the lat• e Mr. Oectktt
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  d oi a tragie traffeer.
 "ISday I be ailenect," be mites, "to rmct aj .

.' atToneous dp(luctibn which htts 'follbwod thg
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  rth a't leest Åí1oo, and tihst this seti2es tSh6
  rnus rurmrs with regaisi to his finpt,)oeHs af

   im•  "Tne facts are theee:-•ts S6phmber, 89S

 'ilde was adjudioated u hankrupt; the petitiqn
 'g dredibot being the tstd'Martluis ef Queepa•
f'berryi who ebiained a verdiet ajs;sinst him wirk

tLbosbs. The assets e(msisted mairtly of literara
S;l?d,l,uatl,gtr.tt""nd,.•s.ce,•ge.•f;Tic/:/:;;.,.i.mpg•

lbu. ovembdr l9eO Wilde died, an undisehargdq

paankrupa.
""'" During tihe three years. foISQ,vving his relepaÅq •..tf,.m

 rom prieon (1ss" he-live(l on'•a.smali annuSSajE ''; ""
se/yttelll:zzIfoashlMabllihillg;rigiindds'inertSt9egh:e(rmimra'
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 ,.unElt:T!Il:l'',s,:Xi'ulat:ihetbiPsi"ibnllhtt/gitilOPOf`DeP .. .;-..,
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(.knew,,.tt,hi,'.e,su,,mp,ly.'dn.ttm.w,'.thtihe

\.paid at all.-
g' "When Wil(fe. died I geye th

;'hevenbually be met,
r•'

eww-wt. .,s•-•2.P,, "The baailmrptey, therefere, ts- ittaul}ed, i
i;aoeordanoe with the, vvishexs of t2tie late &ttitiK,r, a '.
'/by tlie erdar of tl)e Proim Oqurt ! berve •'
i•;•appoi!)ted adminisin:wh)r o'f tbe wteelc of t .
;•eopyrights, l-imary - apd dpmpatic 1 have L

,.

/;tisignptl rny elaim to the pnits ef `De ?tcfuRd' g.
I. out of whioh I had IM ,gp)ed/ized edea,r the Paris dtib '

i'all of which were iniim,e(l by the autlK)r af "
Ehis release from priean while bo was stilt em

if,1discimged lmokrupti ""
 i " lk vvas 'eViide's k"eS eetptesbod wist Nnt
abeuld be paid, She pteditors.belag pbople w. .'

                            neeessan

i,'. rofuadis.' The Baiiniptey laws aFe,
l.ever, no 1ess monstrvus than' al1 otber laws
le.lbtmimpt eannab give even his rmt intima..
ilNifriend tine werk Gf his ewn brain for disehurgin

-•
wbeS roost ef us mxti]d eafl -a memal nd- igation. "'

  "Wilde being a benkrupt his werk, thoug,
/writ,ben gpbee(lvtsent to the nviving erder bein

 rna(i6 against him, betsSme liabie to eeixure
';by tiita IEteni}h ereditors, but..by ..thfi Engli
'i.cr,e`lkors, anÅít cthecs wbo figijeed eo grace

 in hls trlal at the Okl Bttilev. ' -,
. "IPhe 1inglish hinlqupte"tr has, bowrw, beelij
Vermul4ed, or wil! be in & few days. dna,agG
Ts membs have been made with Man Methire,ntt-
ebtl.ng oirt a unif.orm'edkion of.WSide's mor .
eand out df im profttS arising bhereirom I th ,
1•be geaicnsly permitted by the (kort, I belie
l to ssgbisty tihe 1hench cteditors."
:""  ' L.,=..':." .,. i' .}''S,/t.. ,. k' /''tiF'. r' :• ". 't...: .s. .• '' -i '- ''.'S ..

                        clianee of bei '
                                   lv
                       e Fren6h erkelli'
gmy personal wwanee that an their clai!SEs w
              seenre as I believed mysblf
be in the pessession oi the rormarkeble MS ` ''
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bei:lginbe,:,E'sXi}tdiinig9Fh'•:s"'L'genÅí'oo:{';l'Xu:lllll

 'rby the seiMurse Qf the prQfits of `fDe PreFg
gtw'Gdteus'm'tRheead?'nragg'&a.oPi?{i'M•nfYhig'iihnkruW'ltiestIsi

i.i .s
de.\}a2".e.fo'g,,,y,nfll,itfl,,ileeelistifh,a,'"R.egSh.a

e.boped to ,elear arr the Patis diebts of tl
g'l.l.ed`ir.etM,::9,ega,fiSwsti7df.""D.e,,,P,,rbCu.n,d

]ias been rendered,,itnpossibSe m the
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                                - -t                                                                 .t.'Ji                                                         T '. r. . z"        "---i THE L,AW T!MES u"1.- ..x"t.;
                                                              i'                                                              -7-
                                                            t tttt
    .. .d. .t /" .. /..::. , d'l..           -'-' 'i March31,19os- •-i.,. 'i '. .;. .•..
                                                            t Jttt                                      7'PT - d't.           ' .- ut: t.' "t -L. .. .;'                              -J ., N .--                .-         .-'r'tt'' -tt' tt. Vt tt'                                                             '-

' Sm CHABms IDit]KE, who is one of the greatest auÅíhorities in 'e' on-F 'i '

  stitutional law apd jurisprudence of the present generation and was i

"

/SMif/le,g?gg.:.:o;LtiIl•i,ur///e,l'l'GOi/ll•Il:rieE,'SMi;bsi,ljb:y:,eeUh.,l.13V,:'.rm:'.tiiilll'twh',o/P.g,egqt,e,:'s//sdlaX,lii2:I`i,t,l

  martial law by the British force in Crete towards insurgen"ts " should
  be the subject of oracial inquiry. The law martial exercised in former
  t,imes by the constable or marshal over troops in actual service, and
"  Åíspecially on foreign service, has long been obsolete, and the code
i called martial, but more preperly military, law can only be put into .
  gp,iYs';d".d;.r,2.be,g.r&y,i:•g.ng.g,f.,Lrg.z..Di;sigli",g,",ct.s{21.}\W,Ly.:,i-

  1.lhz,%xeEe,ssio.",alm.4r/r;.;l.i,',Etii.h,.o,w,eg:sbh,geu,gvi/rlie.d,•kn.dgze.\,g,pp.'l.e,,d6.1

  calls "so-ealled martial law"-namely, "to the common right of the,
  Crown and its representatives to repel foree by foree in the case ofi'

  inv?sion or insurreetion, and to ac,t against rebels as it might actf
 agamst invaders":(see Stephen's History of the Criminal Law of.' -

  England,vol.1,pp.207-tt/ :....
 t[Ir4E passive resister, in his turn, is doing something for the reform of; J'2:li'

I.' i{oS,Ou"n.h,,i,itilf.8iflthg.ZS'e,a,g,,ehn,2"'.'sglll;.s"i{:lnn,3bPe.md,\h",y,aglran3dg/T/ri,i8.Xidels.aS.I,a"rlmlSit"gli'l'

'.•:,".t,Oe.,agg.gfaOf,Zh,?.,,P'a,,.er,,B.zo,IE.3P,?n.m.ar}s.d;h,g,,b.os,Eacsded,e,•'fig.

  addressed a complaint to the Home Secretary, and gave him undeni-
ia:tib,'s,gr.lo,g.oS.,h;',s,gt,ah:&m,ee,t.Pi,,'ei.er:,",g,fi?eh,e.,Pgai,e.r,?,o.og,igss.i2•i'.-

 thereI found the 'entire inside of the prison had been cleaned and '
 mpainted, every cell wall whitewashed, every floor scrubbed, so that I '` ',
 Åéould have eaten my meals off it, brand-new utensils and books for '1
 ur}y use, a hairbrush and eomb which had never been used before, and ' '

y,S,ieh,.a`.te3w,g,r,d.s,,w,as..k,ep:.f.or,.m,i,sp,e,c.Lag,":}.;,agL,th,2,fi,itltx,b,ed,,2ir}•:

 the cell two warders with a lamp looked into everv eorner and crevice
////k•SneeakCk\Oag,8t,g.l,/jngkte.g,t,,llgOtg.ngM,?'3.ik:.:•Ldfg.i.2•ial•I]genkS.,'d.g.t:n•O,2tkec.,/k-'

 •if I was satisfied, just as if Ihad been staying in ahotel." It is td
 -be hoped that other passive tesistus have since been as fortunate
 in their treatment. We may point out that prison is the one
 institution in the kingdom in whieh there is no conceivable excuse
 for the eiistence of "matter in the wrong place." Not only is

tl'[ii//g,g.yPo[tlSOo,ns./iZr,""gl.l/'wn,keSgii'SLtigg.:':.',,,t/O,..i,jese,,P.p,rhgi,k.;nX,l'.sS,Zhieat,.:,:,d,b.iia//''

i•fa ,t ,9.iiSili.M.eii.a.Vb?giapb.ie,pill,,`,h.eiP.ridS.O,d",POiP.".iga.trO.n.i,l,arpM,i,.O.f,,C,ietlP,e.rgg '

 fpeetu known to complain that the spottess cleanliness of their wholdi
 surroundings beeame in time one of the pains of confinement f't

.ltsg.
!

1tw:v-',. t. :;
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             -X sA e

    !HE reruBuig" ".. ."l '

   S. 5e\e. h 15,19 os }.

LtwaskitgtsVriec'"ifWimveRM. . . J .i

                ....-.-ny."N.--...-..

   TEE EDITOR O" "THE TRIBU"NrK."
dS,lg,-..X.'d'?g.e3gl..i,,t.htek,•,.h.kg,kas'd.th.g.X.,

 time." If the writer of the very interegting
     on "Prison Reform hone$tly

.,i ,e

,ti

s

,hr.e

ne

Sd'.gbl:yl:r.eSg',",ar,teevaO,g,,?o:3i,h'2,h,w."oriESi.".gsMth,a.:.g

io Pellico a832År, you, Sir, should implere himf
O.,2g.a.'ifKiO,rhO,".e,hMO."ghti2,`.'h.".ldh'8.t'.\.e,:.OteM.-

..a,im
,gg;,eg,triiifi.3eg6,Ifi.lv.vo.u,i,d•,ga,v,2,,b:e,n,.a.'

,
{l:•;ll2',Rgfje;}l,g"ttX8r6't'..U"dgt.Oddg.t9,'iJiZh,"-,.",&W.a.rg'I

who did, anyhow, write on the prisons of this

 OTUhngrrYe' are for eertain some tolerably fetia

 ta.gde.s.itn.tfhethe,ale.n.dtatr,,ofBo.utr..gyaolis.ysE,dt,?ilalnl

nightmare. But no English pr:son has. er'er
 emotely resembled any prisoB in Russia, (x
 .:,d."."e"eOwn,Of,ti.ig!dY,Uin.dde,r,dlihe.fi,U.S,ltria."tdtehS.'

.o
l,a,reggg.sits's.',..N.gti'.a.rk,w,el,a.S,,il2U•.r.•tt•,2,ie,

   agree) seems to think, so destitute of trust-
  orthy literature on this subjeet. There is
                          Thirty years ago ny reasonable amount of it.
    best book on pmsons was the ananymous
 `Five Years' Penal Servitude." Twenty years
 g,o.th.epb,e,.s,t,.Wafii.Mryr•,ti,se/}lale!.I").v,ittt}s.,`ail.se.a,vi.ege

                                    Wll-  ork. The best te-day is probably riord
                                  oandidMam Nevill's "Penal Servitude"--a
  nd straightforwsrd, and, on the whole, a
q.u.i ,te

,,\•,n,bi,a:ge,d,r.e,eo,r.d.,,2.s,f;fNF,,X,llll}(Le,.a.n,d,.pug•.r.s•,s

:,:{h:I/tllet,Wp.heanX.Ld.s!ertrg.IES,u".3'e..i.Ms,'ililiig.':,gk2n.k,P,ilrhl'l.3d:.gtA2,.2

                                     that  treteh out the list, but wi!1 add merely
 he annual report ef-.the Prison Commissioners x
  s, to my thinking far and away the most itr •
                       is issued.  e'pe,s.,./i.".gB,"".e.gBeg"k,igh.aity-.p.rdybeesusevihetS

  efuse to spend money on it in the most sen.
  ible ways, but chiefly because not one person 6
  n five hundred eares a pin about the q}}gpajoh:
                               past' twe!veXNone the less, the reforms of the

i.{tf;gr.s,Etr,gfigagle.i\,$Li,;'ni,`.a:l2s'ts,ll),,Zh,;'gxeRm.;lj

Ig,re,S,e,".g,Y,o.M.e,.S.e,C.',e.•`",'Y)enh.8.Vg,l)9,dn•,ge.,p,st3e.",,"S..

setia.sfe,ly..fi.IlwiththerntwrolGeHokumHnospiltfNlgiln

   Yrayne, Uerne Bny. Mareb 16th..
                                      -1
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!EHE TRIBUNE
' t T

        Mareh l5,1906.'•-... '
rk'

   .' '.- mp'Yc' ..tJ.
  •get; lili;kigtt'l'Nl""'Ftt'tc"oRM.'..-'E'.,,lll,l.'I-g/,

                    tt

k   TO THE EDITOR OY "THE TRIBemr-E."
   • Sir,--Mr. Stead, I think, his said'that an
                                              ,tA.
t' editors and leader-writers should do a' month's
t-E   "time." If the writer ef the very interesting
   article on "Prison Referm" hoiiestly believes
g   .thet the present state of English prisons may .,
   be learned by referenge to the works of the,
   Rinssian Destoipffsky Åq1881År and ihe Italian .Sil- .
   ,'vio ?ellico a832), you, Sir, should'implere him
   to qualify for one month's "1.iard." The com-
   'parison which sueh a statement contemplates
   i•is aimost petr fying. It w.o uld . h.ave , been a
   'good deal less Wide of the'mark to 'cite, .as t•he
   p"en61ogieal authority up to date, John Howard
   himse!f, who has been dead bu`u ll6 y-ears, and
ty'  rwho did, anyhow, "Titg op thg prisops of.pm., {
  l'eountry. .
  ''There are fer eertain some tolerably fe+.id :
   pages in the calendar.of our''gaols,' s'nd tb any'.
   ,student of the matter Botany.Bay is still a ,.'.
   nightmare. But no Eng,lish pr.ison lias eN'er E,.

Ei ,'kt
lll\tld;6/.i."Ie$e:olll/ii.e,llZ{b,3t:'.kigY•//i/s,i/lkii•ile,til'/ksg///rilllE'11k/.etii'iiell,,itth

   .Åqwith whose main argument. I ven- ture 'en't•irely ,,,
   {'to agree) seems to think, so'destitute of trust- /;

   Nt   iJ)vembyTliterature on this subjeedt 'There ls '
   any ressonable &mGunt of it. ThirtY years ago ,,, tslj
   si`hfii.b,pull',b.O,g)pO."..Pirig2",eit:3S..•`•h8.a,"."t//'Y,".",:,Y;X.

   ! ago the best was Mr. Michael DavitVs " Leaves' ,
   iX-,ÅíO:Mk•a.T:/f,,S,?e"etk•i#•ory,-gi;,///ji,\.fe.bM,a2biSy-ft6'eS'g".:wtitLg.i

                                        '                                            t t-t                                            -   and straightforwsrd, and, en the whole,-s s.it
k',,ilga;l2.b//:k2,lagv2.ech,:.X.e2t.h'/tir,?•:ylll,ll.tr//•S'tids.&'ainn.,2,sMi:."•lIXI

   'i:.W,h.S.t,Pto'"fiL.S.e'ila't',U.d2.i.Sd/i.ke.gOd,2n.eitlYbrO.9:•glt:l,,f"":

gil,SfiZege.h.8.ui,1.I}e.Eis.`i,.,b,",`tr,k'..a•d,d.tte:.ggy,.kea.tii/,.

   '.i"s, to my'thinking,'far and away the most in. 'g•
                                             ..I--   ..teresting Blue •BOok thst is issued• . ,'•
   . Prison change's slowly---partly'because wis•S
   setuse to spend money og it in the most sen; ]1-i
   l'/rhghegeWih:Snld,",r:11,ch,,tir"g,g,Y,a,tt,Cn,8:.b:eeti:{2t"hin,qe,i.iillE,.e./Liolll,l:.iL'

   iyears (traceable in aU instanees to t.he•reeord- `
!',M,e.,n.d.a:i'OH".S.9.f,a,,r,e.P.Ort.)f'.a.Illgf.l.i,aXEeil6',b.Y,'.,gh.e,,..

   observers, e'ncouragMg enou'gh. iI cQuld veTv'.,L
   .lelfa.si6ty.•,fi.i.iwiththEM}twTo,GeHokTilHI}nospiittNT&H'P

   'i :, , e,ra E.ne, Herne -Bay.. March l6th. ' ' '

h,-,,.t,i'r X
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          THE BIRTH OF A SOUL.
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            THE BIRTH OF A SOUL.

              (Oscar Milde: the Clost'ng Phase.År

       PRoFEssoR HUGH WALKER, M.A., LL.D.,
                  St David's College, IJampeter•

  FoRTy years ago Robert Browning declared that, besides " the
 incidents in the development of a soul," there was little that
  was worth study; and all his poetry prov.es that he not only
  said it with his lips but believed it in his hearf. If he was
  right, how supereminent must be the interest of an inciden.t.,
  or a group of incidents, the effect of which is so great that it

                                                      .  is best described, not as the development of a soul, but as ibs
  re-birth1 Such is the supreme interest which belongs to the
  two books, De PTofunais and A Bazaaa of Reaaiug Gaol,
  written by Oscar Wilde after the awfu1 overthrow of his
  disgraee, condemnation and imprisonment. Whoever compares
  these books with any of Wilde's earlier writings, whether in
  prose or in verse, must surely be driven to'the conclusion that

.

.. .,

,,their author was the child ofk,s.e...c..,,o.pq.-birth.ip ai-sense far

•

ildeeper than that which is usually attached to'Lthe glibly-

' rbpeated phrases of traditional theology. He may even be led
  to question the propriety of speaking about the "ruin" of
  Wilde, though Wilde applies the word to himself. • " I must,"
  he says, "say to myself that I ruined myself, and that nobody

  great or small can be ruined except by his own hand." Yet
  the question suggested by the two books above named
  is whether the apparent ruin was not in reality salvation;
  and whether, in the,eye o7fs"nfinite rvisdom, tha'-x-whole

r

   A,•.fgg 1' -

        ;}f
         i;

         I•         s-
         't'         l•         l•

         .         s'
         i         j        A

li

ii-

j

• su.;" .".. g'

2019-03-18 Jissen Women's University Library 356



.

N

  t

"

    ,"'-"illllillllllllil'ili

.

,,

 ;} ts }(
ll"k/k/i'\'l,/;g

iii

 si11g,i,ll

.."  ' :'..,, .-''
 ,g
 t'!''

 '

1Åí

ll

li

iil't

,

ps-
ti

,

.-S;ec .-..--". -"F .

Å~

as•
tt

`

•

w'
;

i'

N

N

.

            THE BIRTH OF A SOUL 757
proeess of sin, and degradation, and sufl7ering, might not be
just the process most to be desired for such a man as Wilde.

His condemnation smirched Wilde for ever with the "bar
sinister" of the prison, made his name a name of reproach,
and himself an outeast from society ; but it led to the produc-

tion of two works which, in their moral depth and permanent
' significanee, dwarf all he had before written, aJi that he gave

promise of writing. The tree is known by its mit. Could
 such a tree have bome such futit unless it had been watered
 by the bloody sweat of those appalling sufl7erings? Would
 anything but the utter disgraee and infamy of the sentence
 have wrung from Wilde the indispensable bloody sweat?
 But if the sufferings were necessary, then the sins from whieh

 they sprang were necessary too; and in that case it would
 seem that we must modify the ordinary conception of the
 nature of sin and suffering. Carlyle in a noble figure reminds

 us that the rose is none the less a rose although it springs

 fromadungheap. The metaphor is flung at that realism
 which belittles the higher elemenbs of humanity because they
 are inseparably associated with the animal part. We accept
 it as a fine expression of the truth; but we probably shrink

 from asking ourselves what may be the components of
 that heap from which the rose draws its life. Neither, for-
 tunately, is there the least necessity of descending to details ;

 but De Profundis irresistibly impels us to ask the question
 whether there is any form of evil which is absolutely, irredeem-

 ably and immutably evi1. We are accustomed to think of
 eertain forms of evi1 as being capable of transformation into
 good. The suffering which is brought upon us by the action
 of others, or that whieh is due to our own inadvertent trans-
 gression, may be matter for thanksgiving. The baser passions
 are, we know, no more identical with the family affectiens,
 which are the glory of humanity, than is the feste]ing corrup-

 tion at the roots identical with the beautiful flower. Both
 have undergone a transformation "into something rich and
 strange." But dare we apply this same conception to the
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            THE BIRTH OF A SOUL 757
process of sin, and degradation, and sufrering, might not be
just the process most to be desired for such a man as Wilde.
His condemnation smirched Wilde for ever with the "bar
sinister" of the prison, made his name a name of reproach,
and himself an outcast from society ; but it led to the produc-

tion of two works which, in their moral depth and permanent
significance, dwarf all he had before written, all that he gave

promise of writing. The tree is known by its ftuit. Could
such a tree have borne sueh fruit unless it had been watered

by the bloody sweat of those appalling sufferings? Would
anything but the utter disgrace and infamy of the sentence
have wrung from Wilde the indispensable bloody sweat?
But if the sufferings were neeessary, then the sins from which

they sprang were necessary too; and in that ease it would
seem that we must modify the ordinary conception of the
nature of sin and suffering. Carlyle in a noble figure reminds

us that the rose is none the less a rose although it springs

fromadungheap. The metaphor is flung at that realism
which belittles the higher elements of humanity because they
are inseparably assoeiated with the animal part. We accept
it as a fine expression of the truth; but we probably shrink

from asking ourselves what may be the components of
that heap from which the rose draws its life. Neither, for-
tunately, is there the least neeessity of descending to details ;

but De PTofunais irresistibly impels us to ask the question
whether there is any form of evi1 which is absolutely, irredeem-

ably and immutably evi1. We are aceustomed to think of
certain forms of evil as being capable of transformation into

g. ood. The suffering which is brought upon us by the action
of others, or that which is due to our own inadvertent trans-
gression, may be matter for thanksgiving. The baser passions
are, we know, no more identical with the family affections,
which are the glory ofhumanity, than is the festering corrup-

tion at the roots identical with the beautifu1 flower. Both
have undergone a transformation "into something rich and
strange." But dare we apply this same conception to the
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   .  sms whieh we are conseious of committing against our own

/li,Iili/:.ll/i(,lg']ic/"h"getli'iky/,,,wli.i/'igRW:xli'l,?2"ie./,.'h`,le,{.e:.lh.e/egr..//ii'il/Lll'iliai.:U:e/,r?,',,og.i,S,itl.Il,'/.,ett::•tkt.Is./i.

,W.t'iS;.s,sseAt.hzr.ge&,fi,'sasos.sk.l•t,eo,yIR.e,{l,;g.:.&o,c",s.w.etjgf'

  by his own life and work.

,,anW,e.:e.ed,k2t,lj•,ft,k•h.e,s."rt,ain.,fro.m..fW..i,d,•,x's\i,sto,:?',2amp,eg

 us, sufficiently for the purpose, what he was before his life was
Åí`i&ft,.in,.'IIr8mh.3y,%h,e.elliogi.g..o:th.2,,p,'As,o&,•ag2rg.S,ghii}g.ua

 let myself be lured into long spells of senseless and sensual
 feaasshel:on.Ialmsuusrerdoumnydseedlft"tshelfbewml'•tghatie/;"zsnmeuarliearda:nddih'eammeaanneorf

 minds. I became the spendthifft of my own genius, and to
i.ka,Stiis.ihgrg`e.rntg,:•li.ldl,/$1!,ggl.Iitl,k',t,w..eg.k,tXY.2r.lg.1",!,1.ie//t,hÅí,//•X//h,eX.S'iagr,i.,Åé

tl'ilfel,hv.2ry.itdTi:i'S/rgi,i'`:wr,111I,llig•i:e•'X"N.'•iSmg:'e,ktMiili::,",f•"'kps.gg,nyPthAal

l:iiiit8,IY,g.P8.n,/iS,,gid.liSs'.g.':y3.o,".l,:•s.no.",nf,e,d,fi?s,pt?:l•geil/R•xies

flMn.g,:•/','dOe:des/•`,tPaltsgti'lit?.'\eW.eetwn?.g,n,iOe,grM.g,scf3ra.iZiisi5gle.arlggoi/g:•ee,

do evgrything that one does. There was no pleasure I did not

rxJig,eni.ewn•{,t.hr,e.w..gh.2.ps2r,Loi.m,z.ss."G.i,tg,a,.c,".g.oS,'iy,%ej

on honeycomb. But to have continued the same life would
thoaVpeasbseoenn.,wr, Ong, because it would have been limiting. I had

   The mistake, then, in Wilde's opinion, was, not in living
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