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MIRROR
/ The Truth About Oscar Wilde

                  By Ernest McGaffey

          SCAR FINGALL O'FLAHERTIE WYLLYS     O iW,,I'lilil'ilaFJs.Er'lilth,ii.O,:ec1:fteg",?a;e,?i,bZt,h,i2

    great mental gifts he possessed. His mother was q
    writer of distincticrn, and her brilliant son was poet,
    dramatist, "rit, and maker of polished epigrams. As
    a novelisXt he did indifferently well. But it is as a
    poet that he will be rememl)ered, -when his prose is
    forgotten and his drama.g have disappeared.
       It'has 1)een the fasl}ion, since the nian's downfall,
    t() exalt the Nvork hc has pi'odticed since his iniprisÅqiÅrn--

    ment as something for which tlie world shn(ild bc
    very thankftil. "The Ballad of Reading Gaol," t"fiTe
    most powerful poem xvritten in the past tNv• enty--fivc
    År.ears or rnore, and "De Profundis," hig. personal ati-

    topsy of hiniself, are instanced as wliat inankincl
    should be glad to postes..g. ...., .
       Nothing could be more erroneous. They are
    both built from the rtiins of a .crifted and highly at-
    tuned nature; and nothing is more melaticholy than
    the moonlight of fame shining down ofl a ruined char-
    acter. Oscar NVilde had given to man beautiftil and
    imperishable poetry before his life became blighted,
    and that his days, ended in banishinent as they were,
    should be considered a fair price for such vv'ork is a
    monstrous injustice to the rnaii's memory.
       To some who arrogate to themselves the righf"to'
    judge, Wilde's poem "Theocritus" is the most perfect
    example of word--Music in the language. Thek'cloy-
    ing sweetness of portiuns of the poetry of John Keats,
    the liquid numbers of Tennyson's most inelliflttous
    verse are far trascended in any single instance by this.

    matchless lyric. It breathes the very essence of the,
    fields; the voice of the winds is within its lines, and
    all the haunting melody of regret haloes it with'a
    dying glow. That the man who wrote this poem,
    were it even his only achievemeirt, shollld go to the
    -grave with the balr sinister across his brow is a last-

    ing and irremediable pity.
       And those who w-ould glorify the auithor of `'Read--
    ing Cioal" and "De Profundis" as havin.cr. after all tri-
    uniphed orrnr I:;'ate 1)y these hig'h accnniplishinents
    in literature must surely forget his own liries in the

    former,
        "And all the 7c,oe that 7noz,ed hifn so
         7'liat he gat,e that bittcr cf'3,,
      - Aiid thc witd regrcts, and the bloody stc,eats,

         Arone leneic, so zciell as l; '
        17or 1ie edi,ho lieues Tnarc li"c,cs thait oi'tc

         ]4ore deaths than one must die."

                                               g

                                 -;i--L• .  '"'Thelordinary man is prone to sin. The man to
 be avolded is the man wifo has no petty vices. To
 be immpral, to drink,•to gamble, and in various ways.
 to transgress the laws of the land and the so-called
 rnQtal laws has been part of men's programme
 since the flood. But•there are well-defined limits,
 both by the laws of man and the laws of mature,-
 "let the mark of the plague be set upon the door,
 and then let him that enters it die."

   Byron and Burns had no mere claims to morality
 than rabbits, but their immorality was frankly and'
 naturally human. They stand in history and in
 men's memories as manly men both, with the failings
 found in men of all classes and kinds. They had no,
 •taint in their blood, no subtle curse of degeneracy to
 centend ytrith, probabJy. And in this, both were for-

 tunate.
   With Oscar Wilde the morbid tendency showed
 from the first. In his book of poems, published ih
 i88i, appears a poem of a young Greek who falls in
 love with a marble statue in the temple. He comes
 back at night and breaks into the temple to lavish his
 caresses on the passlve stone. TyPical-of the love 6f
 beauty, you say? Possibly! But a most tmhealthy
 and forbidding fancy. In "The Picture of Dorian
 Grey," pttblished in i888, the festering process goes

 on.
   Now the facts are that Wilde und'oubtedly knew of
 this poi'Son in his brain. "De Profundis" tells of his

 playing with this insidious fire in his veins until a
 species of insanity had hm in its clutch. Keen and

-strong as'his mind was at firSt"he knewTas well as
 he knew. Qf-,.the sunlight and the cesspqol that there
 was dreadful danger-.ip.hi$..m.e..ntal stvat.e.t r.-LA.-ud thart.

 he 'did not fight' this tendency, with ,all the strength

 of his being, and that he-did not combat any possi-
 bility of(his own degradation by every means within
 his power is where the blame rests with him.
   Let 'it be admittedly said that grievously as hc
 transgressed most grievously has hie ansvv'ered for
 it. No man inore fully; no man more honestly, no
 man more tcrribly. His motlier dicd in a year front
 his dig.grace; he lost wife, children, position, enii-
 nence, fanie, fortune, tlic praise of frlends and thC
'envy of enemies, pride, self-respect; liberty.

      "Since lte, 7nis-caltcd thc •moriting sta•r,

- Nor "ian iior fiend liatlt fallcn so far."

, It is a.n.ii-s-ta:-" to imagine that.r"De Profutidis" ls

 liis greatest eÅrvpression of''itontrition. "The Bal-
 lad of Reading Goal;' wr{tten Nvhen the btirden was
 heaviest on his heart, is Wilde's true !.fDe Profundis."
 Out of the depths of despair; out of the fullness of

 the heart. That in both of these remarkable hooks
 he should be governed even in the throes of anguish
 by a sense of the beautiful in langtnc ge is entirelyrii.i..

ou
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                                                  laccord with tk :.ntan's genius. "e could gnly think

M MUSIC.
   But the unwritten de Profundis of the spirit, the
                                                           ]] a- - i-ever-present shadow of shame, the sorrow of true
ifriends, the grief of loved ones, the corrosion of a L  i,.
,poignant regret-there lay this man's heartache. And st
that he himself should have dragged down the tem-
ple upon his own fame!
   After all, there is s6mething in character. t,'
   The blame attached to Oscar Wilde by the world
                                                  fhad'inuch of deepest pity and regret in it. T But the
'de'c?ee'heg' e. And the deÅëree was just.
" The lesson to be gained is- {hat whEfit-ifiEimenLhabe evil

 tendencies, they '-a're the ones to resist suÅëh tenden-

cies. And whether morbid or degenerate fancies
 knock at the portals of a man's mind he should fight
i'themT as i{Tt would-theittemPted'destroyer of hisi r
llife. Let him rningle with humanity; swing into the
current of life; get eut into the fields; sail the deep

seas; walk on thtt highways, and in the slums; ab-
jure g.elf-analysis and morbid introspection, and hord
fast to the best and highest that is ig him.

                                                         ;J-( :g. L-E t"
" "I hold it truth, wt'th him zvho sings, '
        To one cleaf' harP in dlvers tones '
        That men may risse on stePpng-stoifes -.. 4'ly ,
       iOf their dead selves to higher things." r '
   As for Oscar Wrtde, God rest his soul in peace.

He sinned suff d ted tn. t
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! ts Oscar Wilde /ljive) l
      BY GEORGE SYLVESTER VI!ERECK.
f,iT ,hh:r,eiiSh:,ar,MO,'.,2"O8so,.s,e,n.s,a,`io:•gl

Jnamely, thst the auther ef "De Profun-i
,slis" is not dead at all, but that he eith-l

 er lives the life of a recluse in the bos-

 om of the all-embracing Church, or, ac-•i
hcording to another version, that he isl

 at this very rnDment in the City of New
 York. ' I cannot vouch for the trlith of'

h,.v.---t

 this report: I can only relate exactly
 how I came to hear of it and what rea-
 son there may be to believe that it is'
 more than "the stuff that dreams are
 inade of." I am aware that what I
 shall say has the thrill of the melo-
 drama, and for that reason will be'
 doubted by many who do not know the
 truth of the old platitude that truth is
 stranger than fiction and that, though
jt may imitate art, it often surpasses thq

 latter.

   It was during the intermission at one
Lef our fashionable theaters. The con-
 versation for some reason or other had`
'turned on Wilde. A very charming
innd clever woman, well know4 in the,

tclrcles of the Sqnrise..CIIth. spoke to,

7me softly: "And have you not heard
 . . . they whisper . . . amongt
                  . . . that Oscar those who know
 Wilde is not dead at all . . . that
 the monks in a Spanish cloister have•ltaken him under their she!ter . . .ii

lthat he is dead-te the world only . .i

 . but . . ." and she raised her
 finger tcr her lips . . . "they whis--,
 per. . . ." I was speechless. Thei'

tmusic seemed to come as from a far;
 distance. . . ' The actors danced'
 past my eyes like shadows. . . . ;l
   That was three months ago. But
 recently I received' a very forcible re-

 minder of tbe same rumor (for so we
 must still call it), which left me sim-

 ply aghast. I had been asked by a
 German friend, the translator of "Sa-
;lome" into that language, to buy for{,
him, if possible, a copy of the "Duchess'

,of Padua," eneief Wilde's eariier plays,
 whieti I understart(l,S'•was'even perform-

 ed .v'i New York, but no copy of which
 seems procurable through the ordinary
 channels.
                                    i.i So 1 called at a well.-known book-l
 }'hop, where once before I had seen ae

  umber of letters which the unfortu-Aate poet had written to smithers, his`

J"ublisher. One passage especially
 iJung to mv memory. . . . "Yo
,Z?v,e.,al,'e,r,y.fforpc3b./2,w.aidto,.r,ei,mi.i.n.d.rp

But this is a mathematical problem

t+d

.

ii

1

       y-
                 ,

-"  : ;.1L .. --"

V'i'heMe "'h'ave ri3ver been-'-a'r-ble toTHgrolvet

iWhen it was a romantic problein I sucn
!ceeded-only too well. . . ." Re-
lcalling these letters it seemed reasona•-

U)le that here I might be able to obtain
'ge' he informatl6n desired. In ordering

 gome books and inquiring for the one I
rnentioned, I kad occasion bo speak a
little while to one of the clerks, whom
I know to be a sincere and intelligent
man. Icannot tell how it odme about,
but, prompted by a sudden caprice, I'
said significantly, as it were in italics:
"  . . . It is said that Wilde hak
not died at all. . . " WhenIhadi
.,g,.aiLd thes.e-y-ord" the young man 1oo-kedr

 at me curiouslY' Then he said, as if
 confident that r was one' of the par-F
 takers of a great secret: "I kmow, for I
 saw hirn oniy two weeks ago." f`.Is it
 possible? But where?" "Right here in
 New York" "On the-gtre-et?'j "No

" not on the street." "Did you try te
  speak to him?" "I did, for ten minutes.
' And I have hardly ever heard a talker
i more brilliant, or one more sparkling

  with wi.t." "Are you sure that it was
, he?" "It could have been ne other, but

'I asked no questions. .. ." My
  curiosity seerned to arouse his suspic-
  ions. "You want to establish the facts
  in the case, I see." And from thaf mo-
  ment it was impossible to draw another
  word from him. In fact, he seemed to
  regret having forgotten hiinself so far.
   For all that I have said-hitherto !
  could account in any oourt. What fol-
  lows is not conclusive eviLdence, but is

3v

b

`

l

  based on conjecture. Readers of "De
  Profundis" will remember that Mr.t ,
  Wilde said in that remarkable revelationl '`"

  -less remarkable, perhaps only, thanl pm"h
  the "Ballad of Reading Gaol"---that af- ., ' =n
tter his release from prison it was hisk '
l intention to write such' work as would" '
i justify him and the artistic tempera-

Iment. ,' It was clear that the world would, .- "
 .never forgive the living, but might it'

'not forgive the dead? And if now, -L--M
  crownednwith a werld's admiration, he
  should come back, would it not pardon .
 -the re-arisen poet wbo had died at least
Jone death for his sin? If he came back trY'
  at this moment there would bea flutter .:. t "i'",
  and a stir, there would be indignation t --" tt
 at the ruse, but nevertheless he would .
 be on a much stronger footing than in .
 those well-remembered days when, an
 outcast and an exile, he ieft England
 forever. Fer meanwhile "Lady Win-
 demere's Fan" has been staged both
 here and in England, "De Profundis"
mptsmadeadeepandlastingim.pression, .v

/i,litl.I:-l': '-"' }̀il'ISI.,llY

'ii"
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accord with tdantanls-genius. ,He could .gnly .t.wthink i

in music.' --   But the ,unwritten de Profundis of the 'spirit, the
ever-present shadow of shame, the-sorrow of true

ifriends, the grief of loved ones, the:'corrosion of a 11
l'poignant regret-there lay this man's heartache. And
' that he himself should have dragged down the tem-
ple tipon his own fame !
   After all, there is sdmething in character. 'S
' The blame'  attached to Os6ar Wilde by the world i
1had•l'IiRuclj,,.,.o.S. deepest, p'ity and regret in it. "i .-B- ut the

fitr'•"kt"e"ntJ:' ''k ble. And"the decree was just.

                        -' -''' .'' .-ai. The- lesson to .be gained is that when men havG, evil
icmdencies, they '-a'rÅí the ones to resist,such tefiden-'

cies. And whether morbid •or degenerate fancies -
 kntr!lkL atithe porta!s of a pa. n's mind he should fight
them as he would the •qttemPted''destroyer of h3si
life. Let him ming!e with humhgity; swiag into tke.
:current of life; get 'out into the fields; saii the deep

sea.s' ; walk on tbe highways, and i-n the slums;.ab-
ijure self-analysis and morbid introspection, and hord•
fast to the best ana highest that is is him.

r "I hold it'truth, with him ttiko sings, ' .
                    '       To one cleer harP in divers tones ' " '
                     .       Ttw men may rtsve' on stePp.ttg-sto7tes
                                       ,'1      ,Of their dead selves to kigher things!t ,
   As for Oscar Wrtde, God 'rest his soul in peace.'

He sinned suff d e an at ned. ,,t

.
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H / -  t.t'                   ••-• ft •
          tt            '       .t       ... . t         '                           . tttt                       '  t- ls osi5i''wilde /iCliv6) i l '
  l"' BY GEORGE SYLVESTER VIERECK. i ,•
  ls.,T,h,:r,e,is,:,ay,mo,:,'2flogso,.s,e,n,za,tio:•{1 l',.. .

/f:ii•

//'i,rn.el,Ythth,`",',`.h,"'.a,Mth,G,',e,,`,'`.'",e,,P'gOj.Y,:`.'"i•.);:-

                                        :.  i' er lives the life of a recluse in the bos- . -s•'1.
  iom of the all-embracing Church, or, ac-•i "" ''.'tl

                                            '  k•g?rS,ikg.gg,amn'o.th,e.r,;.e'i,i2"•,ih,ag,hfi,Xi,•.

  tmb'YhOirk',,'p.I,ti,a"I"Ot..V.O".C.hl,fOi,i,hte,",Li2't.h,t?/// '"''

                                         s                                     i  ..how I came to hear of it and what rea-t ''

  L,son there may be to believe that it isi -
  i.more than "the stuff that dreams are'
  )'made oÅí" I am aware' that what tt, '-Y' i'
  "ishall say has the thrill 'eÅí the meltt '

  Idrama, and for that reason will bei
  1[i.doubted by many who do not know the a
  11•truth of the old platitude that truth isi .. -1

  /,,ptranger than fiction and that, thougk 1"•''
  tst may imitate art, it often surpasses thci '

  . It was during the intermission at on6 :
  e•f our fashionable theaters. -The con". p 1-''
   versation for some reason or other hadi L'i" '

   turned on Wilde. A very harmintt .
   nd clever vvroman, well known m thq2"
  ii.;;'izc'2s.,pS,t-,f.gg"/j,Sg,-'Clli.]r figO,kg,.,daj Yt

  - • they whisper among .'• /•.':'
                                           z  'those whQ know that Oscar: .
     Ide is not dead at all thagt -' • '
                                    t t: t.t tt  "tLi{l,.Mo,ek.s uz,2,.S,p,%",isk,2i,?a;ter ha"r} -r-;.

  ilhat he is dead itD' the world only i2t
                                        '      but and she raised hetN .. .
                                        tt  -5ngef to her lips- "they whis-v •'•
  'per. was speechless. Thel g ••'
  music seemed to come as from a fary e-i-'i- .
  'S.ikt,a".';'.,y,,',,,l ,,llEg.g.g.s-tg'slda?geg,,;• . ',..

  ''lre//hnatly' WIaSrectehirveeed• illlKreete; 'faogrOc'ibleBrUe.t.l, ':"1' ..'. '

  minder of the samB rumor (for so w&
  Ci' ust still call i't'), which'left m6 sim."i '

  ply. 'a'ghast I had been asked by al
$.•i:2•r,E•sl.g,i:xh,{.:tL""igl` v'2.e,2i,i:,gl.gk,I'ig,gi.,

  ,ef•'Padua," dnt/=fo' f Wilde's earlier plays, f,

 ----ge, v,.. hi{th- I underSt2rrth•,;r"ptas ;ev .n perform-i

IX',d,tr,ljS.W,'uY,8b'3.'?erto:ghC2PhXOofd:':ai:Y'i/i•.i'

elihg"o"eiiS',,n,d at a wenrkAown "''6ook'll

,'\hop, where once before I had seen ai
kll5',M,bBg,,Of,:,ettl:li;S,,i:i.hiW ,`h.e,,,li,?f,?rXU.gd ;i- •

/r:lxP.'gsh.er• ..O;i%..p,a,s.sa{}.g,. .' gspeÅíl2'Lles

li,lll!l$illillillEililllllllXlgglksriligdilllk";en,y:,go/LEYo:,OSCti.bvv'2,gwaais.t;sgeitm,g:.:fm.1,r,.

    .::Åq' .'."' :-Ll..S;

  takers of a great secret: "I krtow, for I
  saw him only tw'o weeks ago." f-`Is it,,
;possible? But where?" "Right here ini:{

  New York" "On''ihe-"gtr'e'e't?'j "Nof,

lnot on the street." "Did you try tei
l speak to him?" "I did, for ten minutes.ti/

' And I have hardly ever heard a talker:
il more bri!liant, or one more sparkling

lfwith wi.t." "Are you sure that it wasl.
t he?" "It could have been no other, but,e
i/ I asked no questions. . . ." My"
,t --  curiosity seemed to arouse his suspic-'-'
• ions. "You want to establish the factsi,
 in the case, I see." And from that' mo;lll

  ment it was impossible to dravir another:1
i word from him. In fact, he seemed tqj

t regret having forgotten himself so far.•/i
,'  For all that I have saidH'hitherto I:iv'
                                    `. could accotint in an'y oourt.' What fol-1
•, lows is not' conclusiv•e !yiLdence, but isti

itthergle3"ii'''have ri;ver beeff-a"b'lfie' toTgroiveJ/•

iWhen• it was a romantic probleni I sp.ci,
lceeded-only too welL . . ." Re: ','
l,.calling these letters it seemed reasona-I i;'

!lble that here I might be able to 6btain: '
I'n'he informati6n 'desired. In orde'ring' 'r
isoih-e books and inquiring for the one I,
' mentioned, I had -•peca'sfon to Speak a• ,-,. t'•

,,little while to one of the clerks, whom .'.f.lt:i';
` i/linfnllOWit2anbneotatsell}cheorewail}ctA.iinte'eia/lsfteuntt ii'F'

lbut, prompted by •a stidden eaprice, Il
said -sigtiificantly, as:it were ,.jn italics:

." '
.• . . .' It is said that Wilde hafi

 not died at all. . . "' When I hada 'i-''"
3,aid.thes-. "w-or.as.. t.h.e young man 1oo...ged. '

 at me curiouslY.""''Then he said, as if
 confident that I was one' ef the par-t

      i based on conjecture. Readers of }itA.
        P.r;,G","g,i?•3,.wee5,'?M,lIllP,eg,,,tP.aJ,i.,Mi.tr

      ,','--,Legs,..:e,.m,ar.k,abie,•,,?.xgha.p.s.,/,-'-i,y,•.,th.a,el'''

        ter hi.s release from prisoh it was hilfag

        intention to write such' work as would
      I justify him and the artistic' tempera-i

      i, ment. ;'' ' ";      l It was cfear that. th6.world .wouldi'i•
      ,-:gv,er,6Io,',.g,ive,,Zhe,lt/i",g•."".kM,;'gh.t.,l!'ii•

       crownednwith a world's admiration, he.
       should come back, would it not pardon,
• the re-arisen poet who had died at least
      ,•one death for his sin? If he came back )'•
 J- at this moment there would be a flutter '
  sZ and a stir, there would be indignation
       at the ruse, but nevertheles$:- he would
. .l be on a much. stronger footing than in

' .,. .': those well-remembered ;days when, ani

    .• outcast and- an exile, he left England
. 'forever. --rFer meanwhile "Lady Win-
       demere's Fan"-has• been 'staged both
       here and in England, "De Profundis"''
    . has made a deep and lasting .impression,'
          '                           '
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  passed .over a hundred different
  ma-n stages. "An Ideal
 "Lady Windemere's Fan," "The
 tance of Beincr Eearnegt," 'and
 followed. Yet access to such
El'?,sezSi'i'i'i',,".:,i/•e,Sveei;a.l,l•:.,1,P,;'{t;he

 lished in the Neece Rundschau
 lin, before it appeared in th

 and the poet is, as;1 said, famous, all
 over the world, not, as st one time
 merely notorious.

   This leads me to another pomt of in-
 terest. Any one who has had the op-
 portunity to watch the Wilde movernent
 on the continent especially in Germany,
 where it is at present, without exaggera-

tion the leading movement of the ckme
could have neticed that this boom, to
call it so, began and increased in sucfiL
a way that it is easlly conceivable-that
a mind, a master's will, was behind it
all. Translations were published oÅí
" Dorian Gray." "'IMe Ballad of Read.
ing Gaol" and some of the ess4ys. SheN
ard's book, "The Story of an UnhappY
Friendship," which, to be sure, dealeq
mme with Mr. Sherard than with Mr:

-

,W,:ld&.lp,g'.a,'eS.j",.gecms,\'.;'S,a,Lo,Ig8i'9

      Ger
 Husband,
    Impor-
    othersa
  works ag
  cared tg!
    Duchli.
         `

.g..;:'g.:g,!.i.

Is country.

k

   l' `Th'e 'translaf6r stated that the-t"im"e- for 1

    the publication of this extraordimary
   "human document in England had not
    yet come.
  I We see that those who had Mr.
..-

.
I Wiide's interest at heart proceeded in

  Rheir custcmary way. The German
    9h:?ii.Cg,t`?.n.dW.a;.a,.baS,iS,"•,.{'e,ShS.":iifW,Oh",ISi

   , was a deus behind all this machina, his l

   'is.caet.p.".',p,2si.y•e,s,ts.,{•nt".:".,tg.P,?g.r']

 ,} It is also necessary to mention anoth-l
   l er point, perhaps. trifling in itself, but1

  xs"rely a strong link in the ehain of cir-

  fkcumstantia1 evidence: In the German
    translatiion of "De Profundis" there is -,
  ' one sentence which I saw quoted in an
  L artic!e oscar pvilde als Buesser. and-2
    which is, curiously enough, omitted in i'

  . the English edition. I translate liter-
  1- ally: ". . . as a revenant, in the
    French phrase, as one whose face has

•

,. g- Pg,c.o,?s gra\,a,n,!,,2isgg't ,d. wi:,h.pa',",:,i t

  twhen they rise from their graves, the .
    Iiving that come back from the grave
   are far more terrible. . . ." Why `
   is this sentence left out? There is noth-•
   ing in it to shock even an Anglo-Saxon
   conscience. ,It is Qwerful' it is sug-.

t

                                        " ""-+4b

                      .                                        ss
                      Lt
"'' {g,s/ive.;.i:,.kst/.iii,ti.tif,.ui,Y•'t`t'"."'".d,,61".,fi.a.Vg+g .

    reason, namely, that a personal applica-
   -- tion to its author could have been made.
      The question now arises: How oould
   'it have been done? It is known that Mr.
    Wilde's knowledge of French approach-
   .ed mperfection. In fact he seems to
    have mastered it as absolutely,Lt6 judgeL'

    from "Salome," as his .native tongue,- -.d
    for that play was written in French for •
    Sarah Bernhardt. He could easilyl
   : have grown a beard and lived• in some '
    little town in Southern France or, ag 1

  . one reoort suggests, in a Spanish mo-
  ,".it.:,terrri.w"l.g,O"8,bfiL".g,,k,",O,:,"•P,e.r.hjl;S,r

  . and of passing the rest of his life as a,
  2silent looker-on. There would haveI •"''h
  l/ to be accomplices, of course. But we'
  - know that only a few friends attended g`
  }. his funeral. His family took no part'
  rin it. And so It is possible that undert

li'i:sh.:';.$dSrSDI,g.,-uesasiX.t../Fi2.SAg.g,YirGzWkeni,hsflill/#/i"] "

   )ll/70,;e.t,h.esif.Ol!2+igtThii-gtaid'uereaudebant -ttli' -'

   Et suPra illos stillabat eloqtiium meum.}
   (They have dared to add nothing to myif

         words, "7eb
   And above them flowed my eloquence.)'
 ii;7otohratbeingg?isorgrsaovmtethheorneesstlegposurgoemoi: -. -f

   !lnhFa:..p".ii,tig,:.o'faagM..e,dt?.at,hhe.,ShO,".iidd,r.ei/r/, 'F"'{"ipt"LX

 'which would count least inacourt of '
   law, but which seems more important7 , :Ji'ti
                                      "  to me than anything that I have said{' N '
 i before, because it deals with wilde,sl .•t."""tL' -.

k{ psychology. Was-not this brilliantl '
at lover of the paradoxical capable of imak-r •
L• ing hisLv-ery life and death a paradox,

 tand in the phrase of a Greek' poet, "to i

,,be and not to be, not being to be." And i
ny'was nQt the Unexpected, the Sensation- i

 al, the element in which he loved to `
g,M,OU':,1".I•l`e.2g.d,8iXg,".",9,hW8,ge,hil,ZO,I---s4iAh'

lter to carry to the iast point ot.,gonsis- '
.#enc"y the          Christ pose, blasphemous per-

•haps, which he adopted especially in'firg-:
 last book, "De Profundis," and from `
 his to'mb to roll the stone and rise
, from the dead?-b-Fptom tke July num- '

'ber of tlte Critic. :                                      i---.A..---.--..---..--ikth!L
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              " thnce the absurd re:S-
    tie,be\U:,:.t".,},is:pa:,tg::.g.fiif•M•,;ar.hÅí,glbeite.,

                 eeivect .!r78 letters from'
  different sourees asking me if the repart-.tl
  were true. Perhaps yeu will make knewrf'E{,

  te those interostad in the subjeet the fed-'

  kowing facts: ..  p At the timg of his death Mr. Wilde"
  owed a egnsiderab}e sum of rnoney te
  Parls tradespeeple, who, eut of regard teE
  a fallen and distingttished man, (contrary 4
  to all French instincts,) had given him
  eensiderable cre.diL When nursing him.
  during hts last iilness he asked rnq as eneN
  of his mosrt intimate frien(ts. that in theX
  event ot his death I should endeavor tg
 ,ttbethi5tiihOiSnestWell3'o'?drabi'seinngkG:'f2iguOith,tllfi-,'

  ag they might easily have donq tlret'
  Freneh creditors, directly he was ctead,
  Geeepted witheut any demur my personal.:
  proniise that they would be baid in course}
  iO.thg`."}he'.,Y.'O.gai,ftO.',e6igni.etrt:O,."figtg\.Pnad',"SrS,

  en assumed name is one ef the most ex.:
  gpet)sive 1uxdries in the world, aaj Wilde's;
  bod.v svas very nearly takbn te the'2
  Mergue. His illness had been a great en-ms,
  pense to his friend$, and there was reallgeny
  no money to buy a snitahle plot of ground'r
  for his grave. It alse oceurred te me, and,;
  te the friend w})o was with him at theJs
  last. that it wQuld be in bad ta$te to spenilEt4
  a large sum of money on his grave anctg
  funeral expenses untfl the French credlt.S
  ers whe had shewn mere than humatif
  ;.h,".rithY,,.Wde'.e.f\3i,Y.ce,:,p.e.".•s3te.d,•gi.;.h.e.r.ei{.

  #.F,dd.,?':p.Ca,yed,,aa,g.ti/1.Pige,Sge8SF,giii,:n:c,h`,\,(e]o.Pvitkil'kt'2

  peltaire." It shecks a great many viSito;gEi!.
"i7?at/lfiY.gS.X,Xegtt.aO,rg.,ao.rn2..re.:nk,:.;eg-gT•:r,gd;•,ktr'l,

  gtnd by next year Wilde's last wishes willS
                            then meve al  inave been carried ouL I .qhall
 :the remains to a permanent resting plaeeg t
  at Pere }a Chaise and a suitable monur.i
  fn}ent will be erected over them. I reeeive4.
 } iillmerous ietteis expt'ess}ng astonishmenÅq
 /ia.t.,th,e,.nF.t.uie,,o.f,t,ite,.ggit;.e.at,.B.a,y.nig\ls.{

 :one, butI hhve given you the reason. I!
 tventure to think tbat no one who knows)

ll•ms•,,?ir,c.y,m.sS.a,".eit",t3'i:t/iS,).Y.`:e:tut,/',gel,;trv.ltQetil,il:iS
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rliil  ,. A Note on Wilde's " De Profundis.
                       *
THERE are some people who like to think that every one
of us in this world gets preciseiy what he deserves. No
doubt, for matiy of us, this is true enough but it is
emphatically not true for the man of genius. Let us
look for ai moment at one or two examples. The oMcial
life of Walter Pater, a refined scholar and a master o

       '                            s

3

li

e-

1 L" "W- r.

bekdiiv----------"---w------V--pt--ab-ou
-.-.v -.. ..p.-.-.-.i.,-L" Nt r  "-be4---','-."'`-eX ." /

-

2019-03-18 Jissen Women's University Library 394



l'

t
- -

  t`

 i "Lady Windemere's Fan," "The Impor-
 i tance of Beincr Eearnesit," and others,
 i'tfhO;gOvrStdfi.,Yheil.2gf;Sl.t3'S.".CPW..?',ki'?g

  , recognize in riper years, as "The Duch-
 ;, ess of Padua," was jealottslY guarded.
'"  And finally "De., Profundis" was put,'
   lished in the Neue Rundschati of'Ber-'
   lin, before it appeared in this cQuntry.' 'r
 L'Thse -trartslafo't "s't'a' t'ed' that the -t'`iti"'Se'-' fbt '3

 t'the publication ef this extrqe.rdinary l
l' human document in England had not

 1. yet come. '

 '' We see'that those who 1iad Mr••',
  ),l(ll•ee'g.lesi'':,s; ace,Y.ea't.lrscee.d ,d.a: ,i

 ,. publication was a ballOn d'essai. Would l/
  this not lead one to believe that if there i/

 ' was a detts behind all this machina, his '
 'tt•secret purpose was to return to Eng--
 }land wreathed with continental laurels?'
 l,T•, It is also necessary to mention anoth- .i -
 l-er point, perhaps. trifiing in itself, but ',

 s,,tsurely a strong link in the chain .of cir-

 rcumstantia1 evidence: In the Gefman
 ' translati,on of "De Profundis" there is:
 t one sentence' which I saw quoted in an
  article Oscar vaitde als Buesser, and-
  which is, curiously eriough, omitted in
 . the English edition. '1 translate liter-
 /IH ally: ". .'-. as a revenant, in the-
 lFrench phraSe, as one whose face hasl
 l'become gray and distorted with pain [I
 l' return.] Terrible as are the deadi
 Ft• when they rise from their grav.es, the
 ': living that come back from the gravel
 .are far more. terrible. '. . .'" Why I'
  is this sentence left out? There is noth-
   ing in it to shock even an Anglo-Saxon
   pnseien.ce. -,.I, ,.is awerful.; it is sug-2

and ' ih'6 poet'is, as•I :said]- 'f'amous, alki 't'

over the world, not, asr at one time,

merely notorious. /•  This leads me to ano{her point of inLl

terest. Any one who has had the op-'."
portunity to watch the Wilde movement
on the continent, especia11y in Germany,
where it is at present, without exaggera-
tion, the leading movement of the dai!ny,`

could have noticed that this boom, to
call it sC}, began and increased in such
a'  Way that it is easily conceivable-that'
a mind,- a master's will, was behind it:
all. Translations were published of;
" Dorian'Gray." "The Ballad of Read•
ing Gaol" and some of the ess4ys'. Shepa,
ard's book, "The Story of an Unhappsi' •
Friendship," which, tp. be sure,.dealsij

•
rme- with Mr. Sherard than with Mr:;
.tL''iid'el -iPpeirid 'i'n G"6'r'-m'ab'"Salome;3

that gruesome and subtle bit of tragedy,,

rp.La.,s .sed,t.o gv,e ,r
:alj,tA'n.dregd,d.iifferfinG,b.G.edft,••

 5''gestive; 'it is beautiful, 'and Ean 'fiave 1'
  been'omitted purposely only for one'S-i/

  reason, namely, that a personal applica-
 --tion to its auth6r could have been made.
  .' The question now arises: How oould
 :  it have been done? It is known that Mr,
 • Wilde's knowledge of French approach-
  ed perfection. In fact he seems te•
 i hav'i ii/J5S't'e'ieiil-a-s-'5figolutelylhfo-Ui"unyd' Lg"e'=

  from "S- alome," as his .native tongue,- '
  for that play 'was written ip Frenc.h for

  'Sarah Bernhardt. He could easily
  have grown a beard and•lived• in some '
  little town in Sotithern France or, as it

  one reDort suggests, in a Spanish mo-
 ,, nastery, without being known, perhaps
  with the wish o'f never .being known.' ,'
  and ef passing the rest of his life as aa
  silent 1ooker-on. There Vvould have i,
                                     ;  to be accomplices,. of course. But we
                                     "s  know that only a few friends attendedr
  his funeral. His family took no partr
  in it. And so It is possible that under
  that grave in Paris, over which Lords'-
 . Alfred Douglas, khe. only friend of th-e y
  unhappy poet, who never deserted him,' 1
  W'-,Lote th'e+'l6r6Wifig'4:"l '" ' Tr N
-'  ifet's-I"ver5is-'"'iih'dif'l 'i ddere a"debant

I Et suP.ra illos stillabat tiloquium me"m. •

i (TPeY.h.a,vi,,dared to add nothing- to my./ y-. b

              '                      'E And above them flowed my eloquence.)-t
' -that in this grave there sleeps some
/.' poor beggar or some honest bourgeoisa'
t'  who never dreamed that he should rest,
1' in a poet's tomb.

I Finally, to come. to that evidence
]'  which mould count least in a court of
/1 iaw, but which seems more important•

//. to me than anything that I have saidl
1' before,`because it deals.with Wilde's'
  psychology. ' Was--not this brilliantl.
  Iover of the Paradoxical capable of mak-•
k,L ing his very life and death a paradox,

tr t--";;and in the ph'rase of a Greek' poet,-"to l'

&e' and'not t6 be, not being'to be." And ,
i?•was net the UneXpected, the Sensation- i' :...

ial,' the element in which'he lbved.to '
,move iri life and art? And Would it not ,

' lbe- quite in'accordance with' his;characi r•'
l•ter to carry to the last point of. consis- '-

•llie.n,"y,gh,e,,gh,r'ESt.g.Oge,e,bi,a,S,P,h,?•.M,f,gi•.S•tA'ti'

 last book, "De Profunrdi$,'1 and from k
' fiis to'mb 'to'roll'the s'tohe and rise "'

•,• frorh the dead ?---Froin tlpe ' Ju ly ' nu2n -

                            '' ber of the Cn'tic. •'
=."-..-`ke`LaL-;2k2tw"-

ti

11---,L -ts-l-ab.ritZ.t?.:/r .1.J ." .1 . ..{. .t .. 't t." .t't- lk"-Vr-. 'tsl:' -
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    ,s-'p}v'-':.' r:g•'s:i't'"''i':'t' gincib' th.e. absutd- iel. l///2

     . Abo"t the port of Mr. Wilbe.being.:2 ''
       Repeft tht stntalive appeE[red in'Åq
    .,af."a.",.N,W.ue9tf..papigs,g,,ggVe,,j$"

     different sourees asktng me if'the repart,:l
     were true. perhaps you will make Ipaot;..l

     to those interested in the subject the fal.-l.. .

i
if

  •towing facts: . . tL,                           -"  ,? At the time ot his death Mr; Wilbe'
  .ewed a considerable sMTp ef InoneY te,,•:'
  .Paris tradespeople. w.bo, but Ot regara Åíop. i.

 ,•-a fallen and distinguishe'a man, , (contrary '/L

  ,•to all Freneh instinctg)' had given •himj
  qensiderable eredit.- When nhrsing 'him.k/il
  d.,nrk?.gtwg.ia?•`.i':l'!82?gh,S•.a,?,k.fld,ve.et'?fi.O,as-S)

  event oi his aeath 1 should endeavQr toJ
  cseg. that those who had' been kiud.to him?g
  were paid. Instead of raising difficulties,-,
  ak they might eagily have denq tpa.'l'
  \.r.e,n.e,h.,er.e,d.itg';s•Si,'e,c.'SX..he,..Wss,..g6Waflgi

   promise that they would be baid in course{
   ot' tiine. B"or a foreigner to ctie in Paris.},
   when he is regis•tered at the hetel.underlg
 1 an'assumed name is one of the most ex.'t/,
  •pensive luxbries in'the werld, anrfl Wilde'sÅr.
   body was very marly tg]gbn 'te thetr
   Meigue. His i}lness had been •a gre-at eny,,

,..:gn.SK).X2,h,is.f,rGe."gsg.a,•,".d.,`.he.Eg,W.a,S..fge,;.lyag'

' for his grave. It alse occurred te Me, and."
   te the fTiend' who was with hifn at •the)
   last. that it weu!d be ln bad tagte to spend;,t,
   ?.ka.r.g.?.$.U,M..e..t.M.o.n,e,Y,geIX'fl,s.g.r,av.e..a.n,ct.2,

   9.h'rq,m\,y?,e.'w,'ehra.ect$uS,:h,,y"W.lil,vlllllllE.r.e,s,(ft:e:d,a"rkh.th.Me.r:e:-/l,

'i,lk,/E13"g'/is"ioi'.ik',/fl's,i',i"/Li'iitlili,2..'•S.`:'hO.•ii.e$',,iil'it,.'c.•I.IIs/g,Åé.•g,A,Sili•it/i,2
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Englishprose,iswritten,notasonewouldexpect,by
' L' srb ;-K:

)
Mr.GosseorMr.ArthurSymons,butbyaMr.Wright,

T

"
ofOlney,whowasapparentlyintendedbyNaturefor

.

E-:

t

,

thebiographerofsomeeompanypromoterorpushing"captainofindustry."Patermaynothavebeenthe

-

sainthisfriendsaresoanxioustomakehimouttobe,
butevenDantewouldnothavepunishedhiminso

t

,L. barbarousafashion.Again,whathadthatdapperlittle
-

-

prig,CanonAinger,incommonwiththeexquisite
t humourist'andFreethinker,CharlesLamb?•Whathe

' oughttohavewrittenwasthelifeofanotherprig,say
x thatofJowett,who'wasnotonlyapri'ghimself,butthe

- fruitfulcauseofpriggishnessinothers.Thatwould
havebeenasortefpoeticjustice.Butitmaybethat
Natureisanironist,andlovesaparadoxevenbetter
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 than does our friend Mr. Chesterton.
• In the case of Osgar Wilde, all the moral depravity in
, the world would not justify the philistine denigration df
' his biographer {n the Dictionary of National BiogvaPhy.
J With a few honourable exceptions, notably an article by
.Mr. Ernest Newman in the FTee Review (i8gs), and Mr.
- Ransome's little book, Wilde has suffered more than any
 other writer from vulgar and incompetent scribblers.
 He is just beginning to get the criticism he deserves.
 Still, it must be pointed out that he himself was partly
"to blame for the niggardly appreciation of his critics.
 He always found pleasure in saymg--paradoxically,
perhaps-that he had put his genius into his life, and
into his books merely his talent. He Eaid this so fre-
quently, and it was echoed so faithfully by men of letters

and journalists that it came to be accepted as the truth
by even the most intelligent of his cri-tics. It was there-

fore possible for M. Andre Gide, in igoi, to insist upon

.remmding his French readers that Wilde was not a
wnter of any value. By igio the French cntics

L opmion had been profoundly modified and he deplored
.the unjust severity of his earlier opmion. We are at
- Iast coming to see that Wilde stood m closer relation to
- the artistic ideals and inspirations of his time than any
other writer' that he is a more representative man of
letters than Pater, largely because of his richer vitality ,

that his prose style is perfection' that he hAndles the
English language in his lntenlions and De Profundis wrth
A natural grace and a command of subtle rhythms that
              of the finest styles appear lumberingmake even some
'and monotonous.

 wor mprese. Themanuscriptpassed into the han
 of Mr. Ross, but it was not printed in its entirety. The
 omitted portions or a part of them, were made public
 through an 4ncredibly foolish libel action. For the
 k:student of XVilde s work, there is as inuch of him m De
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times they both thought and spoke of the reasoni
faculty a.q. a kind of machine, and prided themselves o
saying the first thing that came into their heads. It i
futile to reject the good in such writers as Wild.e an
Emerson because they are not, as De 9uincey would say
non-sequaceous. Inconsistency is, no doubt, irritatin
to the merely rational type of mind ; but we do a foolis `

thing if we reject wisdom and beauty when they do no
reach us by the way of a logical train of thought, by th

discussive understanding• But a discussion of th
claims of intuition or insight as against a""n abstrac
intellectualism, however interesting it may be, is outsid '
the scope of this informal rtote.
                            GEo. UNDERwooD.

               (Te be concl"ded.2 .•

Proft{ndzs as there is in the Intentions. And yet the twoS
                respects, worlds apart. The earlieribooks are, in some

one, written in his most prolific period, when his geniusS

was at its highest and clearest, has all that exquisite"
feeling for form, all the blitheness, the acumen, the
                                             -1varied knowledge, which made Wilde as great, if not di
greater, critic of art than J. A. Sytnonds or Walter Patea
De Profesndis seems, in some respects, the "antithesis q
lntentions; M. Gide calls it a palinode. Throughout 'i'""t'
is extremely confused and incoherent ; the broken utterg
ance of a man whose lamentable suffering has exhausted"',
his cerebral energy. It is written in tears of blood,
The saddest and deepest emotions of the human hear!
are vibrant on every page. Although for many of u
analysis is an essential facter in all criticism, it seem
rather unr,easonable to bring to a book like De Profesnd'

the test of absolutely clear thiRking. From first to last

Wilde was as much an impressionist as Ruskin. A
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}kA Note on Wilde's "De Profundis."

                       II.
              (Concludea from P. 605.?

  HE amazing importance Wild gives to sorrow as a
 vactor m life and art is only the outcome of his personal

  xperience unchecked by reason. Had he not been the
  ictim of enrag d British virtue, we should have heard
 'ttle about the wonderful virtue of sorrow. His work
   m itself a plain refutation of his assertions. It is
 airly arguable that the best side of it is in its blitheness,

Fits expansiveness. But let us see how far he can go in
Ethe way of paradox. "Prosperity, pleasure, and suc-
.;.Åëess," he tells us,
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  the charge of intsmcenty would have had a solid'
           It was not the sort of book the cntics
 ould have written, therefore it was insincere. Imperfect
 ympathies have never been too scrupulous. The critics
 ore or !ess unconsciously found insinceritywhere there
 as only inconsistency
  De Profunais, whatever else it may not be, is patently
 incere. It was written, Mr, Ross tells us, during the
- ast mementsN' of              Wilde's imprisenment. It was his last
 ork m prose. The manuscript passed into the hands
 f •Mr. Ross, but it was not printed in its entirety. The
 mitted portions, or a part of them, were made public
 hrough an jncredibly foolish libel action. For the
 tudent of Wilde's work"there is ag thuch of him in De
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books are, m some respects, worlds apart. The
one, wr!tten in his most prolific period, when his genius
was at its highest and clearest, has all that exquisites
feeling for form, all the blitheness, the acumen, th
varied knowledge, which made Wilde as great, if not
greater, cntic ef art than J. A. Sytnonds or Walter Pate
De Profandis seems, m some respects, the antithesis
Intenttons ' M. Gide calls it a palinode. Throughout
is extremely confused and mcoherent ' the broken utter
ance of a man whose lamentable suffering has exhausted
his cerebral energy. It is written !n tears of bloo
The saddest and deepest emotions of the human hear
are vibrant on every page. Although for many of u
analysis is an essential factor in all criticism it seem
rather unr,easonable to bring to a book like De Profandts
the test of absolutely clear thinking. From first to last

Wilde was as much an impressionist as Ruskin. At
times they both thought and spoke of the reasoni
faculty as a kind of machme, and prided themselves o
saying the first thmg that came into their heads. It is
futile to reject the good m such writers as Wilde and
Emerson because they are not, as De 9uincey would say
non-sequaceous. Inconsistency is, no doubt, irritatin
to the merely rational type of mind but we do a foolis
thing f we reject wisdom and beauty when they do n
reach us by the way of a logical train of thought, by the

discussive understanding. But a discussion of the
claims of intuition or insight as against an
intellectualism however interesting it may be, is outsid
the scope of this informal note.
                            GEo. UNDERwooD,
                (Te be 6onclecaed.)
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# Note on Wilde's "De Profundis,"

                       II,
              rConclttded from P. 6P5.?

  HE amazing importance Wild gives to sorrow as a
  ctor m life and art is only the outcome of his personal

  xpenence unchecked by reason. Had he not been the
  ictim of enraged British virtu,e we should have heard
 'ttle about the wonderful virtue of porrow. His work
   m itselfa plain refutation of his assertions. It is
 airly arguable that the best side of it is in its blitheness,

xits expansiveness. But let us see how far he can go m
Fthe way of paradox. "Prosperity, pleasure, and suc-
-,Åëess b.e teUs us,
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 English prose, is wntten not as one would expect, by
 Mr. Gosse or Mr. Arthur Symons, but by a Mr. Wright,
 of Olney, who was apparently intended by Nature for
,the biographer of some eompany promoter or pushing

 1"captain of mdustry." Pater may not have been the
 samt his friends are se anxious to make him out to be,
 but•even Dante would not have punished him' m so

Fbarbarous a fashion. Again, what had that dapper little.

 png, Canon Ainger, m common with the exquisitede
  umourist`and Freethinker, Charles Lamb? ;What he
 ought to have written was the life of another png, say
lhat of Jowett, who' was not only a prtg himself, but the
I'fruitfu1 cause of priggishness in others. That would

 have been a sort of poetic Justice!s But it may be that
 Nature is an ironist and loves a paradox even better
g.than does our friend Mr. Chesterton.
e In the case of Osgar Wilde, all the moral depravity in.
$the world would hot justify the philistine denigration dfS`
.his biographer in the Dictionary of National BiograPJay.
gWith a few honourable exceptions, notably an article bys.
X.Mr. Ernest Newman in the FTee Review (i8gs), and Mrss.

'Ransgme's little book, Wilde has suffered more than anysc'
LI theff. writer frem vulgar and'i ncompetent scribblers.
I• e is just beginning to get the criticism he deserves..{k,-
'l till, it must be pointed out that he himself was paniy'"

 o blame for the niggardly appreciatioqSgef his critics.
,.He always found pleasure indsaying4paradoxicallysra-"
. erhaps---that he had put his genius into his life, and

 nto his books raerely his talent. He Eaid this so fre-
':  uently, and it was echoed so faithfully by men of letters

g. nd journalists, that it came to be accepted as the truth
- y even the.most intelligent of his cri'tics. It was there-

 ore possible for M. Andre 'Gide, in igoi, to insist upon

 Ieminding his French readers that Wilde was not a
s'  riter of any value. By' igio the French critic's
Åé. pinion had been profoundly modified, and he deRIQred
' heunjust severity of his earlier opinion.'@Wigeliilj'dt
- ast comingigo see that Wilde stood in closer relation to
" he artistic ideals and inspirations of his .time than any

''  ther writer ; that he is a more represehtative man of
 etters than Pater, largely because of his richer vitality ;

 hat hi$ prose style is perfection; that he haundles the
'  nglish language in his Zntentions and De Prof"nais with

  natural grace and a command of subtle rhythms that
i ake even some of the finest styles appear lumbering
' nd monotonous.
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   It must have been nDticed by anyone who' `-•' ve
attention to the attitude of the critics• to Wilde's work
.,.hat many of his detraetors were guite certain'that they'

could detect t,he note of insincerity in De Profundt's.
But the charge of insincerity is as easy to make as it is
dithcult to make out. Some objected to the style as out

r
of keeping with the subject. Others were annoyed by
the paradox; the incoherence in the thought. They
could not see that if Wilde had thQught and written in

..any other way-that if his style, for instance, had been
as plain and as unlovely as that of some of his critics

,i-the charge of insincerity would have had a solid
foundation. It was not the sort of book the critics
would have written,.therefore it was insincere. Imperfect
sympathies have never been too scrupulous. The critics
more or less unconsciously found insincerity where there
,was only inconsistency.

 . De Profundis, whatever else it may not be, is patently

szncere. It was written, Mr. Ross'  tells us, during the
- .last moments of               Wilde's imprisonment. It was his last
- work in prose, The manuscript passed into the hands

•
of Mr. Ross, but it was not printed in its entiirety. The

- omitted portiens, or a' part ,pf them, were made pgblic
,through an •incredibly foolish libel action. For the
t/i•:student of XVilde's work,' there is as thinch of- him in' De'
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THEFREETHINKER
Profundzs as there is m the lntentzons. And yet the two{
books are, in some respects, worlds apart. The earliera
one, written in his most prolific period, when his genius;-
was at its highest and clearest, has all that exquisitel'

feeling for form, all the blitheness, the acumen, the
varied knowledge, which made Wilde as great, if not ai
greater, critic of art than J. A. Symonds or Walter Pater. `

De Profttndis seems, in some respects, the "antithesis of].G

Intentions;• M. Gide calls it a palinode. Throughout it,
is extremely confused and incoherent ; the broken utter- l
ance of a man whose lamentable suffering has exhausted l

his cerebral enprgy.-It is written 'in tears of blood,
The saddest and deePest emotions of the human heart,'
are vibrant on every page. Although for rnany of us.,
analysis is an essential factor in all criticism, it seems'
rather unr,easonable to bring to a book like De Profundis'

the test of absolutely clear thinking. From first to lasti

Wilde was as much an impressionist as Ruskin. At
times they both thought and spoke of the reasoning
faculty a.q. a kind of machine, and prided themse!ves ong
saying the first thing that came into their heads.' It is.,:.•

futile to reject the good in such writers as Wildp and:,'
Emerson because they are not, as De 9uincey would say, l

.

qon-sequaceous. Inconsistency is, no doubt, irritating.'
tb the merely rational type of mind ; but we do a foolish

thing if we reject wisdom and beauty when they do not,
reach us. by the way of a logical train ef thought, by the•

discussive understanding. But a discussion of the
claims of intuition or insight as against ina abstractl
intellectualisml however interesting it may be, is outside1

the scope of this inforMal note. GEo. uNDERwooD. /3"

                                                i'                 (To be concl"ded.2 . a

 .'". .c ..: .. .t." 'it "'a'; : '.i 'vr t, ".. /,.. I.Ex'"s .-

-

tk' /i.lilii'i:liiL•Ti

Ettht"t--t-t'lli4

s

'

..

tleiitig
 L 7E ,

l

t i'Sitirny  '

i
'/l'

,

::tFt
-

v

 1-t, .'

c••  .,'  :-

-'S"F

. ."..

.Mx

s

rLJ"""'':'•-'::'[':l;N' ' N' li"l' •ta..f,--

g, w.-.Ji.'L:l•1.y.'twt$gil.li}SISt..trt-ll'di'eg"'... .. ''
V'

 ta .' ....-•'."•.' -S' i ";-Sll-"`":ALie.';..NY.etr"s?r.,;11t. T'tr"tt"-'."' ':' "' '11

2019-03-18 Jissen Women's University Library 402



(,.. ""  ." .. ,, "ffS:i ;:":'r. . t••.-::l.vf;:l" ''i h. "'"l'(HV , :- ., IT,""I 
;tiiil: ..l i ..

g

rvT?7.Y:..TT.N..t.t.?i.-...t-, •Npmt".r-e""":pm.,-rulr"]mp,i-t.-,t-t.• l' )1.-n.-if.-.-t... .' :'r-J.p-!-.:t..-Z- .. -tttt'
.:

i,TN.EFREETHINKER
- .

t

SEPTEMBER3o? I9I7

"ptny.,:s•

.
'g

t-tt.t.- Tt--.4ttt.tttt -. - x

`

"v

L

,

'- f' ii

.i-., ';1;ii-Y.I,

,..`,• ••' L'i;

iiA Note on WiZde's "De Profundis,"
s'

I

;
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E-factor in liÅíe and art is only the outcome of his personal

Eexperience unchecked by reason. Had he net been the
if;,l21.ittO-,`,?lr,%g•e.d.ft6,i/r;.kvJl;,".•e6eg?s.h,o,g-d.hz",:•,h.egi,d

Ss i.p itself a plain refutation of hig assertions. It is

.

l.airly arguable that the best side of it is in its blitheness,

its expanstveness.' But let us see how far. 'he can go'in
. he wely.,of paradox. "Prosperity, pleasure, and suc-
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   is.the most sensitive of all created things. There is
   nothing that stirs in the whole world of thought to which'

   {}grrow does not vibrate in terrible and exquisite pulsa-
   tion. The thin beaten-out leaf ogtremulous gold that
   phrenicles.the directiop of forces the eye cannot see is '

   m cemparison coarse. It is a wound that bleeds when
   any hand but that of Iove touches it, and even then
   mnst bleed again, though not in pain, When there is
  sorrow there is holy ground......Sorrow and all that it
  teaches is my new world......I now see that sorrew,
  b.eing the supreme emotion.of which man is capable, is
  at once the type and test of all great art......There are
  times when sorrow seems to me to be the onlv trnfh
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      I find hidden somewhere away in my nature some,'
    thing that tells me that nothing in the whQle world is
    meaningle$s, and suffering least of all. ' That something
    hidden away in my nature, Iike a treasure in a field, is
    Humility.              It is the Iast thing left to me, and the'best;
    the ultimate                discoxrery at which I have arrived, the
    starting point for a fresh development......It 'i"s the one
F thing that has in it lhe elements of life, of a new life,
s a Vtta Nuova for me• Of all things it is the strangest,
L One cannot acquire it, except by surrendering every.
f. thing one has. It is pnly when one has lost all things,

.

 that one knows that one possesses it......My nature is
l seeking a fresh mode fof self-realization......I hope to be
: able to reereate my creati.ve faculty.

L. The creati.ve faculty of Wilde was to be recreated
lonce more, and once only in the mbvir,g Ballnd of
l/geeading Gaol. The dominant notes of this greqt pqe'm
l.}$ pot a 9hristian and $ervile humility, the pegatign of

?•sanfi individualism, but, rather, a fierce demand for
Ifi.cglnnvon justice and brotherhood." NXrhat is more,
i;the careful reader..wi11 find even'---i'-n the pages ef De
}Profitndis itself many proofs that the old natural gplrit
E.".Q.f. pride yt.-aE ng.t e.4tinct. How little h...u.mll.ity.3a.ther,e
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    is.the most sensitive of all created things. There' is
    nothiBg that stirs in the whole world of thought to which
    sorrow does not vibrate in terrible and exquisite pulsa-
    tion. Thethin beaten-out leaf o,1. tremulous gold that
    ghronicles the directiop of forces the eye canndt see is
    in comparison coarse. It is a wound that bleeds when
    any hand bqt that of !ove touches it, and even then
    must bleed again, though nbt in pain. When there is
    'sorrow there is holy group. d......Sorrow and al1 that it

    teaches is my new world.....,I now see that sorrow,
    being the supreme erhotio.n.of which man is capable, is

i a" t once the type and test of all great art......There are
f times when sorrow seems to me to be the only truth. '

'He points to passages in his books whereby this so-
"called truth is prepared pr foreshadowed. It is incarnate,
l{he tells us 1'n the prose-poem of the man whe, ff{}y.i the
,' bronze of the im'i ge of Pleasisre that liveth for a ?nofnent,

ithas to make the image .gf the Soptroev that abiaeth for ever.

."It could not be otherwise," he goes Qn;"At ev.ery
Isingle moment ene is what one is goipg tQ be no lesS
lthan what one h#s been." M. Andre Gkle, however,
ihas pointed eut this prose-poem (The. Artist) embodies a
l.truth di4.metrigally opposqd to that of the De Prof"nai's.
,,.lt was out of the'bronze of the itnag.e of Eeptreze, that

•sn`laretk fcr evept that the artist fashioped ap image of
iPleaszwe fhat abidetk for a monzent. Hew pathetically
i.eloquent is this curioUs lapse of memory of a mi.nd
:overwrought by $orrow! Wilde's :insistence on the
t.spiritual value of humility is, 1 think, only-another in-

:aication of a s.lackening of nervous tissues, of failure
MftEo2m sheer wÅëar'ines$• We see nothing ef the gld

l:15-}'e' :""b'L.'"I'"gt'i:'f'.'tt,}siboNrrype,.`.t.-.-.i-,,be-.-•:",h•..

           1--

Wilde, in spite of his claim to individuali$m, in this

     Iftnd hidden somewhere awaY in .my nature.some,
   thing that tells me that nothing in thg whQlg world is
   meaninglegs, and suffering least of afi.. That soinethiDg
   hiddeh 'away in my nature, -like,a treasure 'i'n a field, is.

    Humility. It is the last thing left to me, and the-best ;•
   the ultimate discoxrery at which 'I 'have qrrived, the
    starting point for a fresh development•.••••It. ..is. the gne

   thi.ng that has in it'Xhe elements. ef liÅíe,, Qf.a new life,

    a Vita Nuova for me. ( f all things it i.s the $trang"est,

    One cannot acquire it, except by surrenaerlng every-
    tbipg'gne has. It is ,only when one. has lost all thipgs,

    that one knows that one possesses.it•.•••.M.y n4ture is/
                                  =    seeking a fresrl"mode.Qf self-reqlizp.t'ip. n,.....l hope tq be '

    able to rgCreate my creatiye facultY. . .

      .p -. .. ,- usr'4' '''-' "
  The creati.ve ifacuky of- Wilde •was to 'be recreate'd
once more, and once enly in the m:ovirig Balled' of
Reading Gaol. The dominant pQtes of this greqt P,o.e'm

 $ p,pt a C.b,ristian and $eryile humilitY,. thg pegati.qn of
sanfi indlvidn•a, li$pa., b"ut, tatber, a.fierce. demand fQr

                         '                            ' -c6rvapmon j.ustice and byotherhood."' M'h.at is mo;e,
t•he' careful readet.-,i-.N. vill find evenh-'--'t-'n t-he pages -Qf De

Profimdi-s itself maptY proofs that the old natural. spirit
.Qf pride rvgE ngS e?stinct. IEIovy litt}e.hpipility is.ny. thgre
aj';ll-'pt',t'--:';e";'.;. -. .. .,'.;:;' i. ilk.:,,t-s.. i',- '-N .--:U '' ' ':'".-.t,.Eki}'i."''"' '.S"i?-pt'l{t '.Z. .v. •.
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 AAnng hwehPeanSS&de OhUatdOfptahseseC3tX6ut of the city he saw

s'

eated by ,the roadside a young man who was weeping.
  And He went towards him and touched the long locks
of his')air ancl said to him, " Why are you weeping 1 "
  And the young man loolÅqed up and recognized Him
and made answer, " But I was dead once and you raised
me from the dead. Whaf else shouldI do but weep?"

           • ' GEo. UNDERwoo.D.

                                       '     Biddy's First Commumon.
                       ---År--•--•-
ON the first Sunday of last May, little Bid' d"

 y Mur.phy
made her first communion. It was a beautiful morning,
and as I was going for a stroll in the warm sunshine, I

met Biddy ahd hgr mother coming home. I had never
seen the child in anything else but rags and hand- pee-
downs, and here she was, all in spotless iwhite, a very
blushing bride. I gave her a sixpence, and told her how
beautiful she looked, and to be sure ,to let my children

see her pretty dress. .
  Biddy is not convincing as a bride. Her rosy cheeks,
straight black hair, and roguish eyes seem to ask for
scarlet and yellow, beads, sequins, bracelets, and a
general' appearance of the world and the flesh, of grati-
fication and indulgence instead of self-sacrifice, renun-

ciation, of God and the cloister. Now, had it been my
Margaret, that would haye fi11ed the picture, for she has
go16en tresses, cerulean blue eyes, a delicate skin, and
an ethereal expression--surely that's the                                      correct ' com-
bination for something angelic• If I were a scoundrel,
I would paint a picture of,Margaret in her rrtghtie,

                 ekSnwwM.-.L.tkP.J}es4.hi,sl..,1ijL4s...prQpai.nently.

  There is one thing I have •pever ceased, to mqrvel at
during my sojourn in Dublin slums, and that is the
simply wonderful waY' mothers dress and turn out their
children from homes that are a disgrace to ' civilization.

What a brave face these women put on their poverty,
and how grossly they are labelled for the acts of the few

for whom the conditions are overpowering! . .
  On that beautiful Sunday in May,I saw scores of
little children, of the class of Bid' dy, walking out with
their proud grown up relqtives, and I did not see a
mother who was even tolerably well clad. • Andyet they -
were done up in their best. Although the day was op- !
pressively hot, the long coat concealing any amount of

raggedness was much in e"idence; Hats of a few
seh$ons ago had been faked uP to make them present-
able. Travesties of creations in all conscience, but now
quite bizarre when rejuvenated with bits of.obviously
new and incongruously coloured trimmipgs. The feet
were frowsyi Low shoes are not forthe poor, as poverty
uncovers a multitude of shins. Altogether, the mothers
were a grotesque collection, and one who did. not under-
stand might be moved to merriment. But I have known
too much. to make ajest of tragedy. To my eesthetic'
perception, even the best dressed of the children was
but in better br cleaner shoddy than the others, and the
difference between the way the women were clad and
how they might have been with .a pound or two more
would be trifilng. But, when we think that each of
those poor Dublin mothers might have been " dressed
like a lady " had she not •s.craped up everything to deck

her child out for her first communion, we can then ap-
preciate the mother-loye of these women. ' Priests may

 assure us that it is.the solemn.ity of the occasion thati.,"
.9.ajiS.tt.r.t,.,..".,in.k.ye3' ffi2is1{-Leq..,,Q.f.ti?.-c..en•'' 4 "' :J' ' -- -•; --••, •,-
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'

•:inthisindictmentofpepplewhohoundedhimto 'tionforaSortofartistisanarchism,andnotanendin" '

itself,thereisnotmuchgained,fromthepointofview•,i•i' a

'•1,MapymenontheirreleasecatlytheirprisQnabout
withthelnintotheair,andhiae-itasasecretdisgracej.intheirhearts,andatlength,likepoorpoisonedthings,.

ofSocialism,byclaimingJesusan,dHeineasCom•''

'

cr.eepintosomehQleanddie.It.iswretchedthatthey
.should,havetodoso,and' itiswrong,terriblywrong,of'

Åí.l.societythatitshouldforce-themtodoso.Socletyt'takesuponitse!ftherighttoinilict,appallingpunish-

g.,imentontheindividual,butitalsohasthesupremevice
.l,ofshallowness,'andfailstorealizewhatithas.done.•lt,ll,iWhentheman'spunishmentisovet,itleaveshimto/L'.himse!f;thatistosay,itabandonshimatthevery

WildewasaCatholic,andforthatreasonmorethant'•-
halfaPagan.CathQlicism,wearetQldbyRemydeiGourmont,"isChristianitypaganized.""Areligion,",hegoesontosay,"atoncemystican'dsensual,itcan'

satisfyandhassati$fiedforages,thetwoprimordialand"
contradictorytendenciesofhumannature,whicharetol'
livebothinthefiniteandtheinfinite,ortoputitinf'l••.L

,'g l'" morhentwhenitshighestdutytowardshimbegins.It
rgisreallyashqmedofitsowpaptions,and'shunsthose

more,acceptableterms,bothinsensationandintelli-'fJf

ge.nce."De-paganizedChristianity,orPuritanism,with.,
itsvirulenthatredofeveryexpressiQnofthejoyoflife,'" -ti -

x.debttheYcannotpay,oroneonwhbmtheyhavein-
flictedanirreparable,.qnit-remediqblewrqng.Icaq#`'•"-claimonmysidethatif,IrealizewhatIhav.esuffered,'LsocietyshouldrealizevVhatithasinflictedonme.:,z'TherpisnoperverseChristiandoctrineofself-sacrificet,'othumility,here,forWildewas,whatsomanymembers

Si.•'qftheRomanCqtholicfaithare,anaturalPagqn,for
,fl-'"whomre'ligipnhadnomeaning.`fThe.faiththatothersif'givetQwhatisunseen,"hetellsqsi''

"everyartisticimpulse,Wildedistrustedasessentially'unsocial.InsteadofthePaganmlracle,thewQrkof'"'

art-theonlymiracleuponwhichWildeandweFree-'i
thinkeyssetanyvalue---theGospelsgiveqstheun-'':'
necessarynliraclesofraisingamanfromthedead,the.'bacchicconju.ringofwaterintQwine,thestupidbedevil-•

mentof'aninnocentdroveofpigs,hndsuc.hlikepieces'
oftrivialirrealism.TheChristianmiracleisarealitygforthoseonly.whohavenevergotbeyondchildhood.;'

••q

t.Igiveto,w.,hatenecantouch,andlookat.Thegods
;•--dw,eltintemplesm'adewithhands;andwithinthe,circle
,'

,,'
of4ctual•experienceis'myc;eedmadeperfectandcom-'"{i.plete......Wbenl,thinkaboutreligionatall,Ifeelasif

}1wouldlike'toi'foundan'orderforthosewhocannot
iig.el,ig.xs.;g.hr,6.C.o."Sme."ity.,gf.Xh,g,F.a.'th,'s,s;io,".e,.Ig5ffhil"I•priest,inwhoseheartpeacehadnoawelling,mightg,'`celebratewithunblessedbreadandachaliceemptyof

thePaganmiracle,aplaybySophocles,.anodePY`
Catullus,take,onanewmeaning,anewbeauty,aswe'ourselvesgrowinwisdom.TheteachinggeneraliyQf

theGospelsexa$peratedandtormentedthehumanistin'NVilde,andhismostmordantlyironicpqrablg$were/,xwrittentodiscreditineverysengetheidealismofChris-

tianitybys,ettingitoveragainStthenaturalism.ofPagan
thought.Thisattitudeisbroughtoutclearlyinoneof

,t2

..wine.Agnosticismsho.uldhaveN' itsritualnolessthan.

Åíaith.Xthassoyb(-riitsm;}4rtyrs,itshould"e.apitssaints,

.:,' ahdpraiseGoddailyforhavinghiddenHirnselffrom

ofthe.prose-poems,"TheDoerofGqod,"whichhas'nota.littlepfth.espbSlety'qf$.ymbolismwg,a.dmireinNietzscheandBaude!aire."'''' /t/.

,"e!!eyl

s-
              man. But vvhether it be faith or agnQsticism, it must
         ' .bepQthingexternallome'i Its symbols M' uSt be of my-
              own creating. Only that is spiritual .which. makes its

           " own form. '

            The idea Wilde has of the real or mj7thical founder
          of .Cihristianity, the Jesus of the Gospels, is as fanciful
 •' as that of Renan, whose Life oflesus he wittily describes
          as "thqt grqciogs fifth gospel, the Gospel according to
      ' St. Thomas.'1 For Wilde, as for Renan,Jesus was a
          divibe dreamer, a poet of. whose company are Sop.hocles
                               To                                   hold up their Lord as the          and our own Shelley.
 ill" supreme type of the artist must seem something very

' '- like' blasphemy to all good Puritans ,iÅí.they happen to
      •r, •,overcome .their natural distrust'of art apd glance at

;/• ' . •Wilde's writing$.:They see in Jesus only the hard
  '- moralist, the forerunner of Jonathan Edwards, just as
          for our ftiends the Christian Socialists he is a senti- "Z
          mental Commun•ist, the prot,otype (shal)1•I say ?) of Mr. ,
          Phillip Snowden. For Wilde, as also for many of us
          Y.h,O,.1•XO.'.,S,g,?Cl",{•ISM,.9g,,Wx•e.,W,,g\'d.,`ge,P.iggY.9',gg,,as,a•,g

          vision of things upon the world• Not only was he an
 , artist---he was aJso aJew• And the Jew, with his vivid

,:.,consciousness of racial difference, of the peculiar value

     :;-'`":of his contribution to the world's thought and work,
  --: , '•• ' with his intense pride of possession, intellectual and
 . .I ':' `l [1'"' material, does not seem to be cut out by NatUr'e for a

 '' ' Communist. If he has at times become the prophet of
      LL"i•,, sQcialistic millenniums, it has"'been inVariably in the

 ' " -• Mntere$t of some revolutionary cause. I'can hardly
 i ' "t,.:iimagine a Company of Jews, even the least sophisticated
' ..:g;,,b.f the race, as quietly agreeing for Qne day to share ali
  '' '`"k things in common; butIcan imagine the mo;e sophis-
 ,•,. ticated ones using their persuasive eloquence to turn
'il`' '" •their enemies into Socialists. However that may be,
          Jesris was brackLpted with.Heine as a good Communist,
          But as, for'Wilde, Communism was merely a prepara-

.
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   It was night-time and He w, as alone. .,
 , And He saw afar-off the.walls of a round city and
 went towards the city,
   And'when He came near he heard within the city the
 tread of the feet of joy, and the laughter of the mouth
                                            , of gladness and the loud noise of many lutes. And He
 knocked at the gate •and certain of the gate-keepers

   And He beheld a house that was of niatble and had
 ;fair pillars of marble'before it. The pillars were hung
 with garlands, and within and without there v ere torches

•of cedar. And he entered the house, "
   And when He had passed through the hall of chal-
 cedony and the long hall of feasting, He saw lying on a
 couch of sea-purple one whose hair was crowned with
 red roses and whose lips were red with wine.
   And He went behind him and touched him• on the
 shoulder and said to him, " Why do you live like this ? "

   Ag. d. the young man turned round and recognized
 Him;ti'nd made answer and saidd `.` But I was a leper
 once,s and you healed me. How else should I Iive ? "
   And He passed out Qf ,the hou6e and went ,again intp
 the. street.

   And after q While He saw one whose face and raimept
 were painted and whose• feet were shqd wi,th pearls..
 And behind her came, slowly as a hunter, a young map
 who woreacloak of two colours. Now the face of the
 woman was as the fair face, of an idol) a'nd the eyes of
 the young man' wete bright with lust.
   And He followed swiftly and touched the hand 6f the

 young man and said to him, "Why do you look at this
 woman, and in such wise?"
   And the young man turned round and recognized
 Him and said, " But I was blind once,: and you gave me
 tj gh t. At what else Should I lpok ? " , .
   And He ran forward and touched the painted raiment,
 of• the wornan and said tQ her, " Is there vao other way
. in which to wallÅq save the way of sin ?"

   A.nd the]wom4n turned round and rec.ogniqed Him,
 and laugh.ed and said,"But you forgave me my sins,
 and the,way is a pleasant Way." ,
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never without freedom m life. To me the most touching, hecause
 the.most real, thmg in it, is a Iittle passage, brought in merely as
an illustration of an argument, in whieh he tells us how, when he
was`allowed by the doctor to have white bread to eat instead of
the coarse blaek er brown bread of ordinary prison fares' it seemed
to him so great a delieacy that, he says, ` at the close of eaeh mea1
I carefully eat whatever crumbs may be left on my tin plate, or
have fallen on the rough towel that one uses as a eloth so as not to
soil one's table; and I do so not from hunger-I get now quite
suMcient food---but                  simply in                           order that nothing should be wasted
of what is given me.' There is not mueh that i$ so simple, or so
eharming, or so direet as that; but there is a very earnest attempt

.to reekon with the great sorrowful faets o                                     f life, as they had come,
one after another, upon himx to make, as the basis of that accepted
sorrow, a new house of                     life, a new palaee of art. T}iere is a study
of the life and teaehing                      of Christ, whieh, among many paradoxes,
has many truths; and there are resolutions for a future which
never came, whose sineerity is not to be questioned by their failure.

            A JESTER WITHOUT GENIUS
   De Profundis eontains about the third part of a manuscript which
Oscar Wilde sent from Reading Gaol to his literary executor, Mr.
RQbert Ross, on April 1, 1897:" It was written in the form of a
personal Ietter. The whole manuseript no doubt is, as Wilde says
m sending it to his exeeutor, ` tbe only document which really gives
any explanation ef my extraordinary behavrour ' ;
even m the GleTman version, it is far frem giving any such explana-
Sion; It contains,.there is reason to believe, the best part of what
is purely 1iterary m it, but its 1iterary interest can hardly, in the
l#Qa,gtt"e,aTr,//itgwr\8,s:e8St,'.aP,tlg",:v`..Sn,e,eM.nEgE,.h,Si[illlli.fin.e,a.pn,uC.,e//t.,Oh,6usdiE.',ta,X•},ll,h..ot'

,'
ii.l(,h.,gSN/ttT..iik.

and the inevitable evolution of my character and intellectual attitude X
towards life that has taken place'? It is doubtful. `Some day,' l
he says in the letter from which I have quoted, ` the truth will have
to, bf} lsnown, not neeessarily in msr 1ifetime ; but I am not prepare{l
to sit m the grotesque pillory they put me into, for all time.' `I
don't     defend my conduct. Iexplain it,' he says, further. How
much of the explanation is lost to us, with those two-thirds of the
manuscript which ipve are not permitted`to see ?
  .]VSIhaP we Fee, what eonstitute$ the greatest value of the book
as it i$ is as smcere as possible an attempt to write down the aetual
effeet of prison solitude on one whe had rarely been alone, and
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Notes aAd Discussions

e. ' - IC-?.'

jeiiiinke

x

    :, A JESTER WITHOUT GENIUS
  '" 'b'Xe profundis eontains about the 't'i ird'gpart of a manuscript which

Os'car Wilde sent from Reading Gaol to his literary executor, Mr.
RQbert Ro'ss, on April 1, 1897. It was written in the form Df a
personal letter. ' The whole manuseript no doubt is, as Wilde says •

 in. sepding it to his executor, ` the only doeument which really gives
afiy explanation of my extraordinary behaviour ' ; but, as it stands,
even in the German version, it is far from giving any such explana-
tion. It contain.s, there is reason te believc, 'the best part of what
is purely literary in it, but its literary interest can hardly,'in the•'){- -L
nature of the case, be of so muchLsignifieance to us', as its'psycho-
lkQ,g'szai,fietewr'e;,t.•f'Iil.?f,Ae.V.',n,."ei:2g.h,b,:l?.n.,.P,"Ig//fie.{ll.lht,?.'Sl.OW-,,l•gghY,g"\v•,;•z-i.

and the inevitable evolution of my character and' intellectual attitude .
towards life that has taken place '.Z -..Ifiris doubtful. ` Some day,' 'si.
he says in the letter from which I ha:ve quoted, ` the truth will have
to, be known, not neeessarily in my lifetime ; but I am net prepared '

.

to sit in the grotesque pillery they put me into,.for all time.' `I '
don't defend my condueti I explain it,' he says, further. How
much of the explanation is lost to us, with those two-thirds of-the
manuseript which we are not permittedF'to see ?

   What we s-ee, what constitutes the greatest value of the book
as it is, is as sincete as possible. an attempt to write down the aetual
effeet of prison solitudehon one who had rarely been alone, and
never without freedom in .life To me the most touehing, because
the mQst real, thing in it, is a little passage, brought.in•merely as
                                                   when hean illustration ef an argument, in which he tells-us how,
was`allowed by the doctor te have white bread to eat instead of'
the coar•se blaek or brown bread of ordinary prison fare,' it seemed. .,,.k.

' to him so gveat a deliehey that, he.says,'` at the elose of each mea1 ' .tLgt"
I earefully eat whatever erumbs may be left on my tin plate, or '
have-fallen on the'rough towel that one uses as a eloth so as not to =•
soil one's table; and I do so not from hunger--I get now quite`
suMcient food---but simply in order that nothing should ber wasted
of what is given me.' 1lliere is not muehXthat is so simple, or so
charming, or so direet as that; but there is a very earnest attempt.

.to reekon with the great sorrowiul faets of life, as they had come.
one after another, upon him; to'make, as the basis of that-accepted
sorrow, a new houseNof life, a new palace of art. There is a study
oS the life and teaching of Christ, whieh, among many paradoxes, .
has many truths; and there are resolutions. for a future whieh. i
neve; came, whose sincerity is not to be questioned by their failure- ,.. .'.]"t

                                                        ' t':s-`

                                                 :7N?tizS;x S
                                                     '               •x •. .;1.-x-,.-',;'t/l.ll.,;i)i':L"CZi,,}-:,'/r./.I.girr..,:..X'E
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tested, and we see (as he himself does not see) that he is unchanged, ,,,-L.x+
                                                              'thatinh ti/sinbe6llllabwteeOsfeeChraenaFiet'ycomeeiosetehim,reyeaiitslinea- "

ments, which he- has never yet seen through the veils whiclj he has

..,

,,,,,,Sl.3til./1"l/k//S'iWlkf,i:K'i,'al',h"'i',/iWeh-lk"lie/kf,Sg.,ig/ef,,w://ÅéHRis,\rmX'•;il•Z.leSgtsg,$•.,se

         L`iYe.Z.Pil/",e,d.e.MiO.'L',,O.g9,gll?•le."aN.."Sir.I',a.IPe"r i• '"lll.

IS##,'/wreilhlj."Sni&e,,/ialii,giilltillaliull,i,3•ii/A,/IIgi,ililli/g'i',arr.sgO/)i,illlgi'..eairilSr//is/R,,\13slkig,iyil./ii/l-i/Åís:/?/k,}U,•,/'S,Z•s.xxO#'iili/t''//l':L"

H

hn.tin,;er,pey:bSvi.g,hPe.dagS,Eagn,eg.i:,8./L:t:ege,•.t,reegdh.,e,$dhe,\l.s//t,,O.i./.h.5,S.,i.l",/Oe,i,h,kii.6,wW.tttX.tt51.l

                                                               i
/Pi,it..//'".,te.n,g.ih..at""Xd:.:,•/ll,lf.i.l/itefiIillat.g'2etrgHhyag[/egbtn`.}Ox,k`I,xf.dto.f•y,$•agbg,"$a,g.ge,uX's:,tn.'9/?lir•f,,

ge.r!/II"ggg",s,e:ti,/GIO/P."uM\/lil,li,.,,g'2aiig.a,/g.gn3mkr,!.i.S"ie,.te.,.i'.i$.eg/X,,2:X/g,g,'i,g//ili,lg,/pr"'./Orr,ii,tgti/lgt:,X,'/h,ju,?,llii'

10`p,.ie:.'/uliiry,\.aid/i':,/IS•li,'/icellil'//,ff'/ag'ib'IS.kl.//i"#eda/2//;nXtl:/eliiili•,;.ii,.,i,euo,.'Åíe'k,/1'//S.':/gc/9Ili/xO&.//X-'4,

 walk slowly in sadness with me: to teach them that melancholy
 isV'the true seeret of life : to maim them with an alien sorrow : to
 mar them with my ewn pain. Now,' he adds, .` I feel quite differ-
      ' But the mood, while it lasted, was a significant one: one
eQnft

ti
hY6 moods eÅí that drama whieh to him was iife itself.
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           t   Perhaps the most revealing passage in the whele book is a passage
omitted in the English version : ` I have sald that to speak tbe truth
ts a painSul thing. To be foroed to tell lies is much worse. I remem-
R'gstrenaiSng•itWoaSLoSEtktMMr'llZG•s`ahpepadiZin9kgOd"entuhnecioc.2S'gafii2Ft:mef.mMiYii',ieaS.`t"hiriftig'

gnt ef Taeitus, like a passage in Dante, like one Qf Savonarolals
."tdiW'tEIIe"it.Sh.e.f,`dh.9PsO.PdedS.nlat,"itOM.,e."-'.a,".ddllPJ.g.S,iCt"tseH".e.d'l:1,Sh..hdOidrr?•,r

would be,Lif I wa$ saying all this about myseIl!'! I saw then
at onee that what is said of a man is nothing, the peint is, who saysH
t. A man's very highest moment is, I have no doubt at all, when

he kneels in the dust and beats his breast, and tells all the sins ot
his life.' In that passagq whieh speaks straight, and has a fine
eloquenee in its simplicity, I seem to see the whole man summed
up, and the se(met of his life revealed. One sees that to him every-
 hing was drama, all the rest of the .world and himself as weil; him--H
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 elf mdeed always at once the protagonist and the lonelv king
' watdmg the pfay m the theatre emptied for his pleasure. After
Teading this passage ene eafi understand that to him sm was a cHsis
m a play, and punishment another erisrs, and that he was thinking
all the time of the fifth act and the bow at the fal1 of the curtain.
ect,O.e'cSgetgli.:'.S,`.'?.bt.er,e`a.htee.d,Wfiai,llffi,i.thiile`?e..yPsi:,lla.Y,a2sSsWh,g,",sui,{g.eft&,e:eixOaii{lalt,"yg,a.th..a. '

said
   The passage from which I quote this sentenee is mere.definite
as a statement of Wilde s belief of himseif, and his belief m                                                      what
he had-ddne,-than any cther passage in the book. I had genius,
he says, a distmgurshed name, high soeial pos!tron bnlIiancy,
 ntellectual darmg: I made art a philosophv., and philosophy an
                                                      there                                     colours of thmgs                             and                       of men                                 theart : I       altered the minds
    nothing.i said oT aid that did not meke people' wonder I .was
toek the drama, the most eb]eetir"e form kNown to art,                                                  and made
 t as persQns! a mede of expression as the lyrie or the sonnet; at'
                                            erf its character-- -the same tiMe that l widened its range and em'ich
tzation :"drama, novel, poem m rhym.e, poem. m prose, subtle or -
 antasbiÅqc dialogue, whatever I touched I made beautiful m a new .
                                         is false no.less                                                      than  ode of beauty to truth                               gave what                        itself                             I
what is tru& as its .rightfik} provmce, and showed that the false
and the true are merely forms of intellectual ex. istenee: Itreated .
art as the supreme reality and life as a mere mede of fictfon. -I
                                                  myth and                                           createdtlwoke the imagrnatron of my eentury so that it
legend around me. I summed up all systems ma phrase, and all ,

   That ig scareelyeven a ehallenge; it• is a statemene. There is L "be
tisOzuldgd#.bhte,Y.h.•2t,S.:.aseessgh//t,d.sge{,bo,ilS.hg?#•l:6.nU9,f•1;.'aige/5,e,nia,'ait.iiv,taj,gi'iXe:"g'.•itt.iii"'.ff;..i/G'//r,,2/1-/L:•,{'.k

cousti,amt brought him- no nearer te a reqlization ofthings as tbey.tt,.-s.".f,r"-t.?. -iA
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     ltr'=: .pm.tIM.s.Z'L"nLv$ , IS.:YEi;}SIWvgLesFetS.[..""i-t" "ny )fi .ny .'-'";.-"'.emptL .S.t.. '-+.xet-t}.ny... .d geSg.lifs[Iagl\rwt-t..

             e-

          im faee to face with the reality of things; we . i
                  we see him eonscious that he iS heinff ' Egif,i,i,.'taini-,t-.'.'il/IIi 'tLiti'-i,1

      weseereaiityg.o$g,ci,e.s.'t:.e..m,..'.,iEe;gggh3,;{eh;%h,'e"//g.ili/li:•,llllS'ilAllill/';-l'iil

      fO.r.dWhililti.itiS" Wlh}e.r,ea4etheir,Muna."btrg.htha"eif',"gpt-"l:i"El+r'I

1!hroughout, we fee h
see hi.m tested by that reality,
tested, and we see (as he himself does not see) that he is unchanged
that he is ineapable of change.
   In this book
Ments, which he has never yet seen through th
woven for its adornment:-he
never realizes it
in'I PeseNloigg`2et'ed; tlrat is?at"aekde'n outrg:Mhgiihseif. His natlilrlaeSPpt "`

/liO,Oaeb//tt::.ill,gigX'gt,.e,lj.:l;/'kegh2'i..s.'js9.gehs/;.tw."ei,.,i'/$h!a.i,t,g,kofgsuEE.Ix,ffh'//'l'ihgg/7,xt,issgO,li,ilC./,,,/t,./L,.,.Ii,,..

his prayer, in all sincerity, is that prayer which Francis Jammes hasi' x

sct down in these two lin.es: . ti 'rigee
          `Ayez piti6 de moi,Omon Dieu, car j'ai peur ,e- -..,','"T'.
                                                         .                                            J t:'                                     douleur.         - De ne pas compatir assez a la N-

He writes beautifully about sorrow, more beautifully beeause mo
truly than he has ever written. What, as he says, was to him litt
more than a phrase, when, in a story, he wrote,`Is not He wh
                                has now become real;                                                    and hmade misery wiser than thou art ? '
says it now more siinply. But he doesJ not say it simply.
must elaborate it with a conscious rhetoric, which keeps it alwa
at the due distanee from himself, and from us,
   There is a passage referring to the death of his mother, whic
                                                           tat.t-"Hv-in the published English text, reads thus: `No one knew ho
                                         was terrible to me                          her. Her                                    deathdeeply I loved and honoured
but I, once a lord of language, have no words in which te expre
rny anguish and my shame.' Here the `lord of language' ma
already seem a uifie self-conseious, but in the original manuscnpt ,
                                                      daysthe sentence continu6s: `never even in the mest perfect
'

sglfRgdis,vzio,p.T?seX,ag,a?.aiE`i6s.t6e.o,",kd,i..h2"i.e.,ha,S.Y.91.d.S,fit.}O.Illl,?•E3,

                                                    Nready ithrough the purple p2bgeant of my ineommunicable woe.'
he is playing with his sorrow, genuine as that sorrow no doubt
                                                         ofwas; and the words are not words of irresistible beauty, but
carefully heighteRed rhetorie. In another passage he deseribes one
of his moods in prison, how `I determined to eoinmit sui.cide on
                                                      mood                          prison, After a time that evi1                     I leftthe very day on whieh
passed away, and I made up my mind to live, bnt to weaT gloom
                                                  whateveras a king wears purple: never te smiJe again: tb turn
` house I entered into a house of mourning: to makg my friends
                                                 melancholywalk slowly in sadness with me: to teach them that
ist'the true secret of life : to maim them with an alien sorrow: to
mar them with my own pain. .Now,' he adds, `I feel quite differ-
ently.' But the mofid, while it lasted, was a significant one: one
of the mcods oÅí that- drama whieh to him was lifAe itselÅí
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   :":" ouk ef Tacitus, like a passage m Dante, like one ef Savonarola!s ie.='
   /i, indietments ef the Pepes at Rome-and 'being siekened with horrer ll-
   11t.talo:Wy.X.'t,ik?,?.af,gwleas',gS'".sg.yd-9lj'tiik,l,iliifiE:U.,r/TX.//x`:e.,i.xeie,il.Ht•li•I'ikS,Pg.8,ag'\,dh.//"'`"r'•-'

   •" it. A man's very highest moment i$, I have no (foubt at aM, when
   ''- he kneels in the dust and- beats his breast, and tells all the sins oS
     his life.' in that passage, whieh speaks straight, and'has a fine
     eloquence in its simplieity, I seem to see the-whQle man summed
     up, and the secretof his life revealed, 0ne sees that to him every.
     thing was drgpaa,'all the rest of the ,world and himself as well ; himL-. .
   k',g.eg{,.in.de,eeti6glg.ay,s.att,o.nc,e,.t.h,g.p.r.o`,a,g,g,"ilt.,":i,Shi8.,i.O,".el.YAkift",g

   esreading this passage' e' ne cah understand that to him sin was a crisis
   ge. in a play, and punishment another etisis, and th'at. he was thiriking
   ,. all the. time• of the fifth a•ct and the bow at• the faU ef the ctirtain.
   i"l.t,For he was to be -the, writer of the play as well as the aetor and the

                I .treated' ark,' he says, '`as the supreme realitY,'and     Spectator. `
   ge.,-.'I.L.ii,e.d?$.II.lrN.ere' -MQde 9f fietign.;''. A mods of drama, he shouldhave .

        The 'passage from 'whieh I quote this'sentehee .isgMe' re definite

   .' as a statement of Wilde's beIief of himself, and his belief in what
   ; he had.do-ne,.than any cther passage ja the bo.ok. `I had-genius,' .
     he says., `a distingu. ished 'napae,'h.igh social., poslti'on, brilliancy,
     intellectual darm' g;.. I made art.a philosQphy., and philosbphy an
   }\-awrt,s:.i.tahi'i`.eg'ef}'tsha:dttr"duSit..fthMaet"dainddAERtei:lg'kOePr$eOo`pith.}iwngeSntiek•eR

,. }toak the dra'm' a•; the Most objeetiryre fo.\m' kj own to-art, and'.made
     it as. perstmal a moqe of'expression as the'lyrie or 'thi sonnet': at"-
   : the same"'tiMe.that l.widene•d its range and emrieft' e(f its charaeter"- •
   ; ization :4x'drania,-povel, poem in'rhYme, poem. i.,psose, subtle or
   SantaslSÅqÅë "dialogue,i whatever I tpuched I made beautiful. in a new
   L•,, mode of b.eauty : to t-rUth itse}f I gave whet •is false no.Iess than
   '" what is -tni& as 'it$ .rightful province, and showed'that the false
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   itiSs a suMeient evidence that h-er'e', as in oth'er matters, solitude and .';
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ee

-
 NoTEs ANsuDyk

D scZ"ptgtr
uspmAste

 I)tits out Nptss'  te'pt'av ,ww
:..f zgll/lill

   .Perhaps the most revealing passage in the whole book isapassage . . ' '
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ts a painful thihg. TQ be foreed to tell lies is much werse; I remem- '' •. --. !"'
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NovlEMBER,igi8.] 57

                                   NOVEMBER, 19I8.
    Answers to these comPetitions (each on a seParate sheet bearing the nanze ana aadress of the senaer) shoula 6e
                           forwaraea not later than the i4th of the month lo
      "The Prize Page," THE BooKMAN, Messrs. Hodder and Stoug.htcn, Warvv'ick Square, E.C.4.
   Colonial ana foreign reaaers Please note lhat ComPetitions II., IV. ana V. are the sam.e each monlh, ana that fo7
llze next tte'o months lhe forst Prize will be for the best original lyric.

   SpEciAL NoTicE.-ComPetilors must Please keeP coPies of their verses ; lhe Eaitor cannot unaertalee to return lhem.

   X?VAR TiME NoTicE.-The sub7'ecls o/ fou7 of these comPetilions are the same every month, ana to meet the
convenience of comPelitors ze,ho live at a aistance ana, none,aaays, cannot al'es'ays obtain their coPies of THE BooKMAN
Punctually, we shall announce in each IVumber the subiect of lhe foflh (i.e. No. 3 ComPelition) both for lhe current
monlh ana the monlh following, as below.

 I•'-A PRIZE oF ONE GulNEA is offered for the best Bid them blossom to greet the day.
      original lyric. Hark the hymn of the temple singers
                              e{•, Ringing                                                            about                                                                    way!                                                                 thy
 II.-LA PRizE oF HALF A GuiNEA is off.ered for the best Take the gifts that our hands are bringing,
      quotation from English verse applicable to any Roses' that round thine altar climb,
      review or the name of any author or book Iris tall in the grass upspringing,
      appearing in this number of THE BooKMArLg. Stately lilies and fragrant thyme,
      Preference will be given to quotEitions of a Garlands culled where the birds were singing
      humorous nature. High in the bee-loved lime.
III.--.A PRizE oF THREE NEw BooKs
      is offered for the best motto
      from any British or American
      author for the proposed
      League of Nations.
   N (The Prize of Three New
      Books will be offered next
      month for the best eight lines
      of original verse addressed to
      eur soldiers on the prospect
      of Peace.)

IV.---A PRIzE oF HALF A GulNEA is
      offered for the best review,
      in not more than one hundred
      words, of any recently pub-
      lished book. Competitors
      should give the names of
      Authors and Publishers at
      head of review.

 V,-A copy of THE BooKMAN will
      be sent Post free for lwelve
      monlhs to the sender of the
      best suggestion for THE
      BooKMANCompetitions. The
      Editor reserves the right to
      use any suggestion submitted.

       RESULTS OF
  COMPETITIONS FOR
         ocToBER.
 I.-The Prize for the best lyric is
      divided, and HALF A GuiNEA
      each awarded to Miss M.
      Crump, of i4b, Ashbourne
      Mansions, Hendon, N.W.4,
      and to            36782 Sergeant D. F.
      Finn, Norfolk Regiment, c/o.
      Mrs. Brown, ig, Balfour
      Road, Birkenhead, for the
      following :

      HYMN TO FLORA.
   Dawn is here, but our Lady
      lingers ;
   Hasten, Goddess, thy children
      pray.
   Touch the buds with thy dewy
      fingers,

                                  Catherine Court,
                                  Tower Hill, London.
                Drawn by F. L. Emanuel
From "  The English }H/,o,Igs,.irBo.Il:,fC.h,adrl.e.sdl•c.tg hG,e.o,rge.,IVp.tib' 1?.,yh,Jd• .Alfred Gotch, which

                                 '

ft

2019-03-18 Jissen Women's University Library 418



,

w'  " rpt -'
.

   t
tt  tt tt  t-" lt  Jtt- t r

  " ,,-"f.v.-"

,OOKt t.. -
       't'/' ': +t'

'

.

'  :'"--' 1!i- r,t,; ,.. :t-

       J.

58 B ANT. [NovEMBER,Igr8.

       Brown bees hover about thy tresses,
         Wi!d things follow in shy desire;
       Light winds woo thee with soft caresses,
         Song-birds hymn thee, nor cease, nor tire;
       Far through the groves thy presence blesses
         Poppies spring up like fire.

       Night shall come and shall find us waking;
         Raise ye the song of praise anew!
       0n through the glens your torches shaking.
         Living lanterns the long night through,
       Till the dawn in the far east breaking
         Shines on the fields of dew.

       Harken, Goddess, and let thy light
         Clothe the earth with a finer grace.
       Give the shepherd, who wakes to-night,
         Joy in a glimpse of thY passing face.
       Lo, we twine of these earthly fiow'rs
         Fading garlands, a gift for thee;
       Let those offerings frail of ours
       Shine anew in thy garden bow'rs,
       Where thou dreamest through summer hours
        In the vales of Arcady.
                                       M. CRuMp.

           ON RETURNING FROM WAR.
 Do you remember, love, not long ago,
     That winter fireside in a northern land
     Where we sat idly dreaming while your hand
 Touched mine? Before us in the fiery glow
 The unending pageant of the future passed
     With crimson magic dyed;and in the night
     Outside the creeping darkness hid the light
 Of winter's faint, grey twilight; and the blast
 Wailed and whimpered, tried the noisy latch
     And shook the pane and shook the forked flame;
     And from the gloom the monstrous shadows came
 Leaping o'er wall and ceiling, swift to•snatch
 With crooked fingers at our souls' content,
     Then sink back mouthing, inarticulate,
     In impotent hate. They could not penetrate
 Our souls on whirling dreams of passion intent.

        They were but shadows, t,
 And then the parting swift----the unspoken fear- -
    The winding column, four abreast-the strong,
    9uick tread of youth timed to a roar of song-
The vibrant cheer that, had it not been a cheer
Must else have been a sob-the backward glance

    Over the shoulder, Then the singing dies,
    The half-jest fails, and youth, with manhood's eyes,
 Grim, purposeful, swings on to war, perchance
 To honours earned, or to a hero's end. ...
    To death! Ah, worse than death, for I have crept
     Out of the press of war (I that would have slept
 9uiet on the hill where wooden crosses extehd
 Their most beseeching arms) a thing for tears t
    A broken, battered, blinded wreck of one
    That was made in God's image! Life but just
       begun !

' The stifLdows conquer; and though I have not years
         I have no youth.

' There ,i$ a love expressionless, and pain
     Past all expression. Knowing each, I pray
     For sleep, that so the Blessed Virgin may
NWaken me in thy loving arms again.

                                      D. F. FINN.

   IVVe also select for printing :

                     SORROW.
          (After Oscar Wilde's De Profunais.År

ln the midst Df ,our pleasure comes delicate wavering
    , sorrow,

ns'

Like the scent of that rose which you see wi11 be fading
    to-morrow.
            !t is ours, ours alone
            And, though never a moan
Shall declare it, the wound is too deep any comiort to

    borrow.

Should .a rough hand come near it unheeding, what exquisite

    pam
Does it pour out in blood that no effort of ours can restrain.

            And though love lightly touch,
            Be it scarcely as much
As a breath, it wi11 flow--but with tenderest sorrow-

       .    agam.

Where sorrow is, sanctity hovers and holy's the ground,
This supremest emotion that through a man's soul may

    resound
            Of our art and our life
            Is a test, and a strife
WhichTperchance teaches all of the truth that a human

      v    has found.

   (Mary Salford, 3o, Newstead Grove, Nottingham.)

                   COMMUNION.

      I have swept my soul's hearth c!ean, Lord,
        And kindled a fire,
      And my table is spread and garnished, Lord,
        With Love's desire.

      I have opened my heart's door wide, Lord,
        So that afar
      The glow of my fire shall gleam, Lord,
        Bright as a star.

      If You should be passing by, Lord,
        Wearied or cold,
      You might make of my humble heart, Lord,
        A sheltering fold.

    • There is room on my glowing hearth, Lord,
        For the Lamb of God, .
      And my love shall cover you warm, Lord,
        From the, blight apd sod.

      Make this your travelling road, Lord,
        And my door a star,
      Where the manna of faith and love, Lord,
        All waiting are.

      (Ivan Adair, s4, Palmerston Road, Dublin.)

      • HANNAH'S LULLABY.
            The long road quiet now,
              My precious one;
            No more the hasting feet,
              For day is done;
            Only the cool of night,
              My little son.

            Jehovah reverenced is
              In Shiloh fair ;
            Thy father's sacrifice
              Goodly and rare:
            But here, I worship Him
              Who heard my prayer.

            The years so dark in front
              Seem dim with pain,
            Though grudge I not the Lord
              His own again,
            But, little wise-eyed babe,
              My heart seems slain.
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