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+I0RT D'OSCARMLLI.
" M. Oscar Wille vient de meurir & Paris,
idans un petit hotel de la rue des Beaux-
[Aris on il residait souvent. IT avait pris Je
fnom de Melmoth, sats doute en souvénir
o {di ieros, jadis calebre, maintenant cublis,
1n roman anglais du siécle dernier que
wduisit  jadis Charles Nodier, queique
: ,%uose comme un Manfred anglais, un
Mellgimné ayant le prosélytisme do a damna
b tion et "umour de 1a beauteé,
"7 Bl avait quaraste-quatre ans Son pére,
ir William Wilde, était médeciz, antiquaire,
homme de letires. Ss mere, lady Wilde,
tait poctesse. A Oxford, il avail ou jui-
“Ame loas les prix de pcésie. A vingt of un
+, 1l étuit a Londres, parla publication
< volume de poeémes, par son_aclion
‘sonnells dans une sociétg aristocratique
.3 lui ouvrait £a naizsance, initiateur du
saviment « esthétique », dont on retrouve
i reflet Aans les études de M. Paul Bour-

3 conceptions d'art furent publiées
M. iz un voiume iatitu*é Inoveations. On 2
e Ini, un roman Donan Gray, un recueil
¢ 3 poemes en pross, la Maison des grena-
dss, un poéme, le Sphinz, un volume d2
wvelles, le Crime de sir Arthur Saville.
yis vinveit ses piéees de théatre, Vicoen-
ail de lady Windermere.~Une femme sans
wportance, le Mari déal, Salomc, eic:
188 i premiere de cos pigees, lorsgque ie
i de i'auteur fut acclame, il parnt surla
sne poriant a Ja boutonniere de son habit
aliet veri et en fumant une cigarette,
{.ovisa une pelite contérence. Ceci fut
6 a’une imperiinence déliciense.l 1 élait
8lors le favor: du pubiic et de la socigié.
% Eu 1893, une scandalause affaire de
snceu-s le précipita d'un coupldu haut de ces
gommets. Lord Queensberry l'accliza da-
oir détourné des bonunes maeurs son fils
511 Douglas M. Oscar Wilde répondit par
1157 )TOCES 6n diflamation, %}u fui, bientot
#gusformé en poursbites directes conirs
ui-méme, cav tout était vrai, el plus eacore,
gians les accusations de lord Queensberry.
{.e poéte ful condamné & deux ans de hard
& Gakour. On sait le resta
“¥]. Ozcar Wilde sst décéds, & hotel d’Al-
Skl €, TUe ‘des Beaux-Arts, on 'iI, oceupatt
gteal, depuis quatre ans, up pciit appartes
¢ nt de deux chsmbres. I étail grave-
2t malade depuis plusieurs’ mois cdéja. |
ns meningite s'élant subitement déclarée, !
5 succombe.
#° "Oscar Wilde, gqui était protestant, |
tait converti depuis pet de jou s a la re- |
Jeihigion catholique. Il avait, il y a quelques |
p-jior 8, recu le baptéme. o : i
= Ses obseques auront leu a l'eglise Saint- |
. W8ermain-das-Prés, iundi, aveut heures du |
aatin, 1l ne sera pas envoyé de leitres de
» part of seuls jes amig intimes de ¥y
»r Wilde ¥ assisleront. o

o

(1. Déc‘gt‘: 7 1900 ........
Obséques de M. Oscar Wiide

iier matin, & reuf heures, onteniieu les|
&jues du poete anglais Oscar Wilde,
nous avons annonce la mort il y a deux

voi fundbre s'est &uﬂmé devant la
ire; 13, rue des Beaux-Arts,
obitait sous je nom de

POLITIQUE COLONIALE
26, Rue Cambop, 26

¢DéLL 1909

I Obsiques d'Oscar Viijde

Ce matin ont eu lieu a 9 heures, a 'Eglise
St-Germain-des-Prés, les obséques de I'écri-
vain anglais Oscar Wilde. Elles ont été des
plus simples. Une soixantaine de personnes
environ y assistaient, qui appartenaient pour
la plupart au monde littéraire. Le deuil
était conduit par un homme jeune et d’assez
belle mine, lord Douglas.

La messe & ¢té dite dans la chapelle pla-
cée derriére le maitre autel et l'absoute
donnée par un prétre anglais.

Une dizaine de couronnes en fleurs natu-
relles ornaient le char.

L’une d’ellee portait la-délicace A mon
locataire. Ainsi, ce comtempteur de la mo-
rale devait étre un locataire ponciuel.Bi-
zarrerie et complexité de ’'dme humaine.

A signaler la présence, dans la file, de
deux superbes voitures de.maitre, les gens
en petite livrée.

i

‘ #Ta conversion de M. Oscie %0
gatholicisme a2 beaucoup étonné les amis
| de cetécrivain. =

“Voici d:.ns quelles circonstances cette
conversion aurait eu lieu :

‘Se trouvant malade, il y a un mois de
cela, M. Oscar Wilde, raconte-t-om, fit
appeler un médecin qui se rendit a son
| chevet et le soigna.

‘ Ce docteur, apprenant 3 qui il avaita
faire, demanda 3 M. Oscar Wilde s'il ne
| se repentail pas. :

Et comme le potte s'étonnait, le doc-
teur lui dit: « Ne vous étes-vous jamais
confessé ... » : v

M. Oscar Wilde déclar . alors qu’il n'était
pas catholique.

Depuis ce moment, le docteur, qui est
trés pieux, n'eut qu’une idée, convertir M.
Oscar Wilde; {out en le soignant, il lui
parlait des consolations de la religion; il
lui faisait entrevoir la paix de 'dme aprés
la confession... .

Le docteur fut si éloquent qu'il persuada
4 M. Oscar Wilde d'appeler un prétre;
celui-ci vint et fut écouté...

Au moment ou il recut le baptéme, Mg

Oscar Wilde avait toute sa connaissance
mais on le savait et il se savait pessa,.

s e aass.

! A sale of books of more than ordinary value will take Movem hq

! place at Messrs. Hodgson and Co.’s rooms, Chancery-
! lane, to-morrow, Thursday, and Friday, at one o’clock
| each day.. Among the works to be sold are a fine copy of
{ Gould’s ** Monograph of Humming Birds ** ; Hakluy_t’s

famous ¢‘ Voyages and Discoveries of the English

Nation ’’ ; Florio’s ¢¢ World of Words ’?+(1611) ; Beck-
{ ford’s ¢ Thoughts-on Hunting > (1781) ; important books
on art, history, and travel. There will also be auto raph
lotters by Queen Victoria, Lord Nelson, Sir iter
| Scott, W. M. Thackeray, Oscar Wilde,and others, as well

as valuable volumes relating to law. e e
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Oscar Wilde vient de mourir & Paris,
s un petit hotel de la rue des Beaux-
ot il residait souvent. IT avait pris Je
m de Melmoth, sans doute en souvénir
i Liros, jadis célebre, maintenant cublis,
wnglais du siscle dernier que
~ Charles Nodier, queique
oso comme un Manfred anglais, un
nié ayant lo prosslytisme do ia damna
tion et "amour de 1a beauté. el
1l avait quaraste-quaatre ans Son pére,
William Wilde, était médecin, antiquaire,
qme de lettres. Sp merse, lady Wilde,
‘poélesse. A Oxford, il avait eu 1uj-
Amie 1048 les prix de pcésie. A vingt of un
.1l éta’t a Londres, parla publication
. volume de poémes, par son_action
- sonnells dans une société aristocratique
5 Jui ouvrait £a naissanece, Uinitiateur du
viment « esthétiqus ~, dont on retrouve
d reflet dans fes études de M. Paul Bour-
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B s conceptions d’art furent publiées

5 un voiume intitu‘é Inveations. On @
1ni, un roman Donan_ Gray, i recueil
3 poémes on pross, la Maison des grena-
8, un poéme, le Sphinz, un volume da
wvelles, le Crime de sir Arthur Saunitle.
jis vinvert ses piéees de théatre, VEZoen-
il de tady Windermere.~Une. ‘{emme sans
ortance, le Mari 1déal, alomdé, ele:
2 88 12 premiere de ces piéces, lorsqua ie
w de Pauteur fut acclamé, ii parnt surla
ne poriant a Ja boutonniere de son habit
adiet vert et en fumant une cigareie,
,uvisa una pelite coniérence. Ceci fuf
d’une imperiinence déliciense.l 1 élait
1e favori du pubiic et de 3 sociéié.
n 1893, upe scandalsuse affaire de
u-s le précipita d'un coupldu haut de ces
smels. Lord Queensberry P'acinsa d'a-
r détourné des. bonnes moeurs son fils
1 Douglas M. Oscar Wilde répondit par.
qoroces en diflamation, ui fut bientot
formé en pourzsuvites directes conirg
méme, cav tout élait vrai, el plus eacore,
.e les accusations de lord Queensberry.
ypoéte fut condamné & deux ans de hard
our. On sait le reste
1. Oscar Wilde est décéds, & P’hotel d’Al-
g, rue des Beaux-Arts, ou il oceupait
{, depuis quatre ans, up pclit apparte-
nt de deux chembres. I étail grave-
.1t malade depuis plusisurs mois aéja.
s méningite s'élant subitement déclarée, |
uccombe. 2 !
Oscar Wilde, qui était protestaut,
ait converti depuis pen de jou s a la re-
n catholique. Il avait, il y a quelques |
5 iior s, recu {e baptéme, =

{383 ¢s obseéques auront lieu a V'egliss Saint- ‘
. MBcrmain-das-Prés, iundi, aneut houres du |
meatin. 1l ne sera pas envoyé de leitres de
o part #f seuls {es amie intimes de M =
o \issenowpRaaYSEUNversity Ldbrary '



_ Obséques de M. Oscarw

' liier malin; & neuf heures, ont'enlieu les,
Shséjues du poete anglais Oscar Wilde,j
431t nous avons annonce la mort il y a deux
nurs.

 Le convoi funébre s'est gormé devant]
nai-on Jisser2i@weasiBniversityidibranys x- Arts
ol Oscar Wilde hobitait sous le nom de Sé-
pastien Melmoth.




< POLITIONE COLONIALE.

; 26, Rue Cambon, 26
‘e
° Déc‘-i 1909 »
Obséques d'Oscar Viilde
Ce matin ont eu lieu a 9 heures, a I'Eglise
t-Germain-des-Prés, les obséques de I’écri-
vain anglais Oscar Wilde. Elles ont été des
plus simples. Une soixantaine de personnes
environ y assistaient, qui appartenaient pour
la plupart au monde littéraire. Le deuil
était conduit par un homme jeune et d’assez
belle mine, lord Douglas.

La messe a 666 dite dans la chapelle pla-
cée derriére le maitre autel et l'absoute
donnée par un prétre anglais.

Une dizaine de couronnes en fleurs natu-
relles ornaient le char.

L'une d’ellee portait la-délicace A mon
locataire. Ainsi, ce comtempteur de la mo-
rale devait étre un locataire ponciuel.Bi-
zarrerie et complexité de I’ame humaine.

A signaler la présence, dans la file, dei
denx sudissed University dibrary les gens
en petite livrée. —
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i #”La conversion de M. Oscieihilde au
‘ gatholicisme a beaucoup étonné les amis
" de cetécrivain. i
| © Voici d.ns quelles circonstances cette
| conversion aurait eu lieu : ;
" 'Se trouvant malade, il y a un mois de

cela, M. Oscar Wilde, raconte-t-on, fit
appeler un médecin qui se rendit i son
| chevet et le soigna.

Ce docteur, apprenant 3 quiil avaita
faire, demanda 2 M. Oscar Wilde s'il ne |
se repentail pas. .

Et comme le potte s'étonnait, le doc-
teur ‘lui dit: « Ne vous étes-vous jamais

[confessér... » = > :

M. Oscar Wilde déclar . alors qu'il n'était
pas catholique. e

Depuis ce moment, le docteur, qui est
tres pieux, n'eut qu'une idée, convertir M.
Oscar Wilde; fout en le soignant, il lui
parlait des consolations de la religion; il
lui faisait entrevoir la paix de 'dme apres
la confession... -

Le docteur fut si éloquentqu'il persuada
a M. Oscar Wilde d'appeler un prétre;
celui-ci vint et fut écouté... :

Au moment ou il recut le baptéme, M
Oscar Wiss201%d8ens University Lifranynissance
mais on le savait et il se savait pe =




| A sale of Books of more than ordinary value will take Movawwy
{ place at Messrs. Hodgson and Co.’s rooms, Chancery-
!lane, to-morrow, Thursday, and Friday, at ono oelock YosI~
{ each day.. Amaong the works to be sold are a fine copy of \
| Gould’s ** Monograph of Humming Birds *’ ; Hakluyt’s %
famous ¢‘ Voyages and Discoveries of the English Now*
Nation’’ : Flario’s ©“ World of Words *’«(1611) ; Beck-
{ ford’s * Thoughts on Hunting ** (1781) ; important books |90 8-
on art, history, and travel. Therc will also be auto ph

lse:ters&y Mgm ~ Vietoria, Lord Nelson, Sir W Relll'

ott, W. .w Ui M we

'Ls valuable vo M ﬁ%
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LAMLTIE ANTIQUE

Le proeés retentissant d’Oscar Wilde
n'est pas terminé. 11 faut que 'accusé at-
“tende en prison un jury unanime. La pu-

. dibonde Angleterre, désireuse de prouver
Vexception, 'anomalie, la monstruosité,

' — elle oublieses télégraphistes et les noms
-aristocratiques tus & laudience, — s’a-
~charne si rageusement sur cet esthéte
éséquilibré qu’elle finira par nous ren-
dre indnlgents & son égard. Le public
~ francais d’ailleurs, bien que ne pratiquant
“aucanement le vice reproché, n’a pas de
ces fureurs protestantes. On a retiré toutes
les piéees de 'accusé anglais du théatre,
avant quil fut convaincu, alors que les
Parisiens assistaient sans remords au
Chilpéric d’Hervé, un esthete du passé,
condamné, lui, et qui devaif se rendre sur
1a scéne ol on l'applaudissait, encadré de
~deux sgents de la Streté, le prenant & Ma-
* zas, a Pheure ol la rampe s’allumait, l'at-
tendant dans les coulisses, et le réinté-

nt dans sa cellule, le rideau tombé.

- Oscar Wilde comptfait, parait-il, sur un
¢ acquittement. Il avaitattribué & sadéfense
* hardiment présentée une force persua-
- sive et une vertuabsolutive qui n’ont pro-
duit d’effet que sur deux jurés. L’invoca-
tion aux traditions bibliques et paiennes

a paru toucher ces deux sages anglais,
évidemment humanistes et qui volontiers

- ont confondu Oscar avec Alcibiade. L’es-
£ thétea affirmé que I'amour pur, insexué,
. ddéalement chaste, pouvait exister entre
‘personnes ayant méme caractéristique
physique. Il a cité des exemples. « Clest
un amour, a-t-il dit avec.emphase et con-
vicfion, que le siécle grossier ne comprend

e .
v""f&é‘s ‘;L Yanes i

-thas. (Vest 'amourque Platon, dans sa phi-
losophie, décrit comme le commencement
de la sagesse. » Lesdeux jurés ont été d’a-

- vis qu’Oscar avait été un sage. Ils ont

. eerfainement des idées particuliéres sur la
- T est possible cependant que les deux
_ jurés, ainsi qu’Oscar,aient raison et qu’on
ait de ficheux préjugés sur les meeurs an-
tigues® Les anciens, maitres si souvent
wénérés, suivis, cités, nous deviennentsus-
fs quand ils chantent leurs amitiés.

. Au lyceée, on ne nous donnait point & tra-
~ duire I'églogue fameuse de Virgile, ce qui

‘nous inspirait un désir vif de laconnaitre.
A Vinsu de mes vertueux professeurs, je
Y'ai, & coup de. Quicherat, translatée. J'a-
voue n'avoir nullement compris alors
‘Pinterversion. Encored heurt actuelle,
moins collégien, ayant lu le savant traité
du docteur Moll, de Berlin, sur les per-
versions de Pinstinct génital, je ne puis
m'expliquer la réprobation qui frappe

misd'étrestupéfaitde interprétationquon

en donne. 1l s’agit, vous vous en souve-
nez, d'un certain Corydon, berger, qui

™ éprouvait de laffection ardebal, dit le
~ texfe, pour un nommé Alexis, domestique
favori de lolas, maitre jaloux. Pour un

~ ‘homme de la campagne, Corydon expri-
\\_\lzaait ses sentiments en lettré digne de

Al e oA em g L S .

pas. (Pest Pamour de David pour Jona- |

cette deuxiéme églogue. 11 est méme per- [}

e —

g de M. vigsier. Il usait de
métaphore et abusaitde la périphrase.
Pour indiguer qu'il était midi, Corydon
disait & ee valet de charrue, qui devait
étre ézalement un latiniste distingué:
« Voici heure ou les troupeaux eux-mé-
mes cherchent Pombre et la fraicheur ; ol
e vert lézard se cache sous les buissons ; |
ou la ménagére broie pour les moisson-
neurs, las de la chaleur du jour, lail, le
serpolet et les herbes odorantes ». 1l lui
faisait sonner, en hexamétres d’or pur, ses
richesses aux oreilles : froupeaux aux éta-
bles, mille brebis errant sur les monta-
gnes de Sieile,du laitage été comme hiver.
‘Il ajoutait qu’il jouait agréablement du
'flageolet, Ce talent de société lui avait été
enseigné par Pan lui-méme, le grand Pan,
‘qui alers n’élait pas mort et protégeait
!

fes brebis et les pasteurs. Enfin 1l lui pro- |
posait des cadeaux, une belle flile & sept |
tuyaux, deux jeunes chevreuils & la ma-
melle. La ménagere, Thestylis, les de-
mandaif. Iille les recevra, puisqu’Alexis
‘st rétif & 'offre que lui fait Corydon de le
prendre & son service.
Il a fallu des luxures intenses, résor-
bées dans les cerveaux savants et des
‘imaginations débordantes de vices & nos
-docles pédagogues pour voir dans cette
poésie champétre une ode & la Vénus
'male. Tout tient dans linterprétation du
verbe ardebat, qui peut signifier aussi
‘bien désirer, comme on souhaite avoir un
ardin, un cheval, une bicyclette, que
riler d’amour. Ces traductions libres sont
osées. Elles engendrent la diffamation his-
torique. Parfois on s'apercoit du contre-
'sens. C'est ainsi qu’on a reconnu. aprés
coup que les quelques odes conservées de
vette pauvre Sapho s’adressaient non &
‘une amante, mais & un beau guerrier, et
[ qu’'d tort on 'avait, durant des siécles uni- |
[ versitaires, fait passer pour éire de la
garde nationale de Lesbos.
| Trop aventureuses, trop malveillantes
isont nos gloses. Horace a été indignement
‘chargé d’un péché asphaltique qu’il ne
comiettait pas, qu'il n’a pas célébré dans
865 vers. Il faut la curieuse investigation
"@un casuiste espagnol et son intuition fo-
| dichonne pourfaire de 'amant de Lydie, de
| Lalagé, de Chloris, un ancétre du Taylor ,
‘fondonien, parce qu’il a adressé ce com-
'.,;p_liment 4 son jeune esclave : « Le myrte
Sled bien & fon front, lorsque tu remplis
@ coupe ». -On n’est pas un justiciable
e la cour anglaise parce qu'on aura dit.h
un boy sur le paquebot, vous apportant
MR grog : « John, vousavez une casquette
Yol vous va bieny. L’esprit entout ceci est
%lus prompt que la chair. Est-ce quele
Banguet de Platon n’a pas 6té commenté |
BN depit de la justice ? 1’amitié de disciple |
waitre doit-elle donc étre imputée 4 |
‘erime ? Les Grecs, plus délicatement pour-
¥us que nous de sensations et de senti-
‘ments, admettaientet pratiquaientamour
‘unisexuel, dégagé de toute visée charnelle.
4l est impossible que tous ces grands |
esprits alent 6té des pourceaux. Quil |
g ait en des hommes dépravés, des
é
'de

i

!

bauchés cherchant des raffinements,
8 complications , des interversions
dans les plaisirs des sens, c'est cer-
fain. Les empereurs, les rois, les des-'
‘potes orientaux,
@ commun des viveurs a’Athénes ou de-

i et va combattre Hector et ruiner Trois

| minés qui font chanter les déséquilil

i sode de Ganymeéde ne prouve rien, ne

on peut les abandonner. |

‘Rome pareillement. Il 'y a pas & sely
prendre sur les mosurs décrites parfle.tﬁ;,
seillais Pétrone Arbiter. Mais e maybe
que dans nos romans, dans nos pieces, © .
-reneontrent des crimes, des attentats ¢
pour se reproduire ici et 14 dans la réal§ =
ne sont cependant point 'ordinaire évéy
ment de notre existence, il est permis {
croire que les vices dicrits avec plug |
rmoins d’indulgence par les auteurs étai .
exceptionnels, et non un état endémiq |
Encore moins faut-il accuser les écriva
de les avoir pratiqués. Un romapei
| peut entasser dans ses conceptions |
| viols, les adultéres, les incendies at I»
empoisonnements sans qu’il soit permi
de lui attribuer une scélératesse susesp
tible d’exécuter ce qu’il narre. Le! jvze
anglaisa eu raison de déclarer qu’on av:ii
trop parlé littérature au tribunal. (es “’

Toute la raison répugne & admettre ¢
Socrate, contre lequel la postérité pédanl
a perpétué la calomnie qui lui valut la o
gué, qu'Epaminondas, le pur héros qui
mait un certain Mycites, que les de.
vaillants guerriers virgiliens Nisus. |
Euryale, que la légion thébaine tout ¢
tiere, cette phalange d’immortels patriofes
n'aient été qu'une bande de droles dépui
vés. L’amitié grecque n’était pas Vamou |
infime des lords et des petits télégraph ¢
tes. L’Iliade, repose toute entiére sur.je
relationschéres quiunissaient Achille’ Pa L
trocle. C’est peur venger son ami que i
vincible Achéen oublie son resseniimant,
rompt son serment, saute sur ses armey

i

Achille, un collegue de ces polissons ¢

de 'amour! Les trois cents superbes i
' dats qui formaient le bataillon saeré

[ignoble harem d’étres dégradést Mol
| cela révolte et ne peut étre vrait Nos éne
| dits se sont abusés. Iis ont imité, en coul
mentant les classiques, ce persontiag
femelle de Zola, Mme Levrat, qui devinal
dans la phrase la plus simple un sou§
entendu obscéne. Oscar Wilde, pour &
défense, s’est recommandé de PAnciel
Testament. N’est-il pas dit, au livre d.

i

aussi, le soupcon prompt, ne reprochaiig,
pas a son fils comme pn erime cette 2110 %

e

1

' tie?

L’accusé aurait pit invoquer égalernui
le verset 23 du chap. 13 du Nouveau T4
tament ou on nous montre « I'un des a0
tres que Jésus aimait reposant sur (0
sein ». :

On a été injuste envers cette lumine
antiquité dont pas un des dieux, car |

el

gratifié du vice pratiqué & Londres. B
divinités de 'Olympe refléfaient I'hvi
nité, partageaient ses passions, se;
laient & ses combats, & ses amours. |
1l n’est pas str du tout qu'Oscar Wi

;
ida

. Jussus des préjugés et des tares de

i 2 Son insociabilité d’abord. En ter-

| 'homme et non P'écrivain qu’on juge: 1
. lre fusionner.

it Pextension de- soi-méme, voild 1’'uo-
nique loi de ’Anglais, considéré comnie

‘u:riivid 1/ et comme

itor‘nbérent & Chéronée pour la patrie, ut
ol dang tous ses messages ?

4 ce farouche individualisme; & la lutte
violente et sans merei contre tout ce qui
t semble le géner dans ses desseins,
Do tous les struggle-for-lifers du globe.

iy
it

rois, que David aimait Jonathas comig !
Pon aime son &me? Kt Saiil, qui avaif, i s -

‘vifes, 11 ¥tait de sa race par le visage
nivis y éehappait par le comps plutot
- #rus et savonneux et par la liberté de
‘ehprit. Jai

';j'i; Jiife, aingl que dans un velume de
(5119

i iraduetion de la -Rible, un portrait
du Tuity & la fois idealiste et pratique,
1o nains et les pieds dans la boue et la
i dans le bleu du ciel.

)

+ francaise. Son génie l'avail élevé ligievspment ses paradoxes. Dans son

paile isolée.

' : ?ﬁSCAR it A Londres, pendan années, il fut
. nest pas d’aprés sa réputation et un véritable enfant gité ; on le ?uiyai!
;;pi_son.qu’il faut juger Oscar Wilde, avee, | ent‘hous,u’xsme; il ctait erxlfoprge
is d’aprés son ceuvre et surtout d’a- d'yne m),ups d a@ulateups_. %éa gﬁqigm‘gs
. lean De Profundis que nous pou- recherchés fmsmfmt de hui, une sor te
< naiutenant lire «dans une traduc- d arbiter elegantigrum ; o0 éeontait re-

livre : Intentions, traduit chez Stock,
avec une belle préface de M. Joseph Re-
naud, on peut juger de sa conversation.
Llle pétillait, ¢lle attaquait les idées re-
cues, elle décapifait le bourgeois et
cette quintessence de bourgeols qul
qu’il appelle une vaste philistinerie
Peut-élre dans ce genre, cet Anglais, si
peu anglais et si ami de nos écrivains |
élranges, rappelle-t-il Baudelaire. C’est
un - moqueur- extraordinaire, ¢’est un ,
nince-sans-rire génial. Il vise & effet,
sans le vouloir et avec le plus mervei%—
leux laisser-aller : aucun esprit prati-
que ; aucune dme de marchand.

Mais cet homme, proné de tous; ap-
plaudi des lettrés, salué par la fo;xle,
maitre du théatre, au roman, de la pen-
sée, renconira le précipice et y tomba.
Comme il s’était singularisé par ses €lé-
gances, par ses habitudes extériepres
et par ses causeries, il voulut un jour
transporter dans la morale son humeu‘r
paradoxale, il fit de lui-méme un étre a
rebours, ce qu’on appelle, dans le jar-

race. Quest-ee qui caractérise 1'An-

. énergiques, Green a marqué le m{:—
5 et presque la haine que l’Augla%s
ngse pour les aulres peuples. Jamais
o Je voit se méler a ’éiranger.Grand
~geur, il traverse les villes et les na-
. _affectant,exagérant méme sa téte.

jort, ses gestes, ses costumes na-
Lax. I tient & ce qu'on le distingue
mille. A aucun prix, il ne veut pa-

{'il se sépare des autres races, il est
cment individualiste qu’il se met en-
ssoigneusement a I'écart méme de ses
yeairiotes.Chague Anglais est conmme

son moi est si fort gu’il eherche & 1'é-

.dre, sans se soucier de blesser les
ifs de son voisin. L’intérét person-

peuple. Résumant

I'ine facon lapidaire 1histoire Ge Iy : ; s
ande-Bretagne, tord Chalgm a pu 801 nouveau, un inverti. Un riche lor

demanda contre le prestigieux écrivain,
I’application des lois anglaises.

Etait-il coupable ? Quelques-uns 1’ont
nié. Mais dans son De Profundis et dans
ses lettres, Oscar Wilde fait 1'aveu de
sa faute. Du fond de sa prison, il éleve
la voix pour proclamer qu’il ne fut pas
complétement  ‘nrocent. Jamz.n s aveu
plus beau n’a jailli d’une poitrine hu-
maine. Par ses accents d’humilité, par
son acceptation du chatiment, Oscar
Wilde se reléve prodigieusement. Quel-
le Ame il avait ! Sous ses apparences
“d» paradoxal intellectuel et moral, il
avait gardé toute sa noblesse. Une .Cu-
riosité maladive, le souci de ne rien
faire comme tout le monde et de gotter
A tous les fruits du jardin, méme les
plus. interdits, 'avaient poussé. vers k*
mal. 11 le recomnait; mais il expie,
presque avee joie, et se résigne, pour se
purifier, & toutes les soufirances et &
tous les abaissements. ;

Rien dv reste, ne manqua d son sup-
plice, pas unc {pine & sa couronne.
Pendant deux ans, il subit les travaux

'deter @« Nous ne subsisterions pas,
qous avions été justes ». Cette phrase
wonstitue-t-elle pas toute la polilique
‘uelle du président  Raosevelt ef ne
dond-on pas dans tous ses disceurs

son climat a disposé 1’Anglo-Saxon

et le plus terrible et il le restera, par-
qu'il a pour nid une ile &pre envelop

+ d’une mer triste.

Jftar Wilde ne rappelait quie de loin
ferocité des insulaires, ses compa-

tracé dans : l2 Roi des

L'Anglﬁo—S_gxoq n’est-il pas le juif de

soit accusé & tort, mais il est certain ¢'lp < Turape # Majs - de ses _origlnes Oscar [Orcés el le« pjwesrtet intorpgricnt.
a calomnié Socrate, Platon, Achille. i‘a}g ki m‘tén’hj’ u .l' Vidéa - TS ARDE
trocle, Nisus ef Euryale, la 1égiondes b o Lideey e X LA COGC A

thébains et le plus mignon des apdtres.
EDMOND LEPHLLETIEL
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ques de I'infamie et fermée de barreaux,
"de peur que le Christ ne voie comment

/Pair de la prison, ¢’est seulement ce qui

| regueux, inais derriere la douleur, il y |

¢ Chaque prison _que batissent les h
nes, a-t-il éerit dans cette s
ade de la Geéle de Reading que pub
wee le De Profundis, la Sociéte du Me
wre de Frence, est batie avee les bri

les hommes mutilent leurs fréres. Avee
des barreaux, ils défigurent la lune gra-
cieuse et ils aveuglent le bon soleil...
Les actions les plus viles, ainsi que des
berbes empoisonnées,s’épanouissent dans

est bon dans I’homine qui 8’épuise et se
fiétrit la... Chaque- éteoite. cellule. que

nous habitons est une infecte et sombre /
latrine et 1'haleine fétide de la Mort vi- §
vante étouffe chaque lucarne grillée...»n
- Enfermé dans le eachot, avec minuit it
teujours dans le cceur, abandonné de sa §

femme, séparé de ses deux fils, Siyril et
Yivian, cepuis enirés dans les ordres,
affublé d'un eostume grotesque, luile
fushionnable, il a compris les lecons q
se cachent au fond de la douleur.

« Derridre la joie et le rire, il peut §
avoir un tempérament grossier, dur el

a la douleur. C’est avec elle qu'on
.héti les mondes ; elle préside a la nais-
sance des enfants et des étoiles. » Pas
. encore clrdétien, mais stoique, saus au-
| cune insensihilité foutefois et avee des
| coups d’zile vers les plus hauls points
de la heauté morale, tel nous apparait
| Oscar Wilde. 11 sortit cependant de 14,
complétement brisé, trainant apres lui,
“sur la plandte, son habit de forcat, = -
pouvant, aux veux des Philising s'e
défaire. Sous 2 nom de Sébastien Mel-
moth, i voyagea en France, en Italie,
et, en 1900, & ’dge de quarante-quatre
ans, mourut dans une chambre d’hotel,
rue des Beaux-Arts. La méningite avait
terrassé ce malheureux et grand @
 qui dort maintenaont dans le fam
| cimetiere dc Bagneux, sous une Ef
- diction catholique, car il avait fini pal
entrer daus le christianisme romain. §
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’}n’est pas terminé. Il faut que Paccusé at-
tende en prison un jury unanime. La pu-
. dibonde Angleterre, désireuse de prouver
- P'exception, 'anomalie, la monstruosité,
‘— elle oublieses télégraphistes et les noms
aristocratiques tus & l'audience, — s’a-
- -charne si rageusement sur cet esthéte
“déséquilibré quelle finira par nous ren-
; - indnlgents & son égard. Le public
francais d'ailleurs, bien que ne pratiquant
‘aucunement le vice reproché, n’a pas de
¢es fureurs protestantes. On a retiré toutes
les piéees de accusé anglais du théatre,
‘avant qu’il fut convaincu, alors que les
Parisiens assistaient sans remords au
Chilpéric d’Hervé, un esthéte du passé,
condamné, lui, et qui devail se rendre sur
. la scéne ol on I'applaudissait, encadré de
. deux agents de la Sureté, le prenant & Ma-
 zas, & Pheure ol la raape s’allumait, I'at-
- tendant dans les coulisses, et le réinté-
grant dans sa cellule, le rideau tombé.
~ Oscar Wilde compfait, parait-il, sur un
acquittement. Il avaitattribué & sadéfense
ardiment présentée une force persua-
- sive et une vertuabsolutive qui n’ont pro-
duit d’effet que sur deux jurés. L’invoca-
tion aux traditions bibliques et paiennes
a paru toucher ces deux sages anglais,
évidemment humanistes et qui volontiers
ont confondu Oscar avec Alcibiade. L’es-
thétea affirmé que 'amour pur, insexué,
~ddéalement. chaste, pouvait exister entre
.personnes ayant méme -caractéristique
physique. Il a cité des exemples. « Cest
in-amour, a-t-il dit avee emphase et con-
viction, que le siécle grossier ne comprend
pas. C’est Pamour de David pour. Jona-
- thas. (Vest Pamour que Platon, dans sa phi-
~ losophie, décrit comme le commencement
“de la sagesse. » Les deux jurés ont été d’a-
- wvis qu’Oscar avait été un sage. Ils ont
. cerfainement des idées particulieres sur la
ilosophie.
l)~k’Iii¥ast possible cependant que les deux
. jurés, ainsi qu’Oscar,aient raison et qu’on
ait de ficheux préjugés sur les meeurs an-
tiques” Les anciens, maitres si souvent
}wgnérés, suivis, cités, nous deviennentsus-
Kects uand ils chantent leurs amitiés.
Au lycée, on ne nous donnait point & tra-
ire 'églogue fameuse de Virgile, ce qui
‘nous inspirait un désir vif de laconnaitre.
‘A T'insu de mes vertueux professeurs, je
‘Jai, & coup de. Quicherat, franslatée. J’a-
voue n’avoir nullement compris alors
‘Vinterversion. Encored Iheure actuelle,
moins collégien, ayant lu le savant traité
du docteur Moll, de Berlin, sur les per-
- versions de linstinet génital, je ne puis
m'expliquer la réprobation qui frappe
cefte deuxiéme églogue. 11 est méme per-
misd'étrestupéfaitde Vinterprétationquon
en donne. Il s’agit, vous vous en souve-
- nez, d'un certain Corydon, berger. qui
éprouvait de Vaffection ardebat, dil le
© fexfe, pour un nommé Alexis, domestique
favori de Iﬁiﬁ&z %}%itre jaloux. Pour un
, hemme de cAipagne, Corydon expri-

o Jmait ses sentiments en lettré digne de

AMLTIE ANTIQUE:

Le procds retentissant d’Oscar Wilde

usait de
) de la périphrase.
our indiguer qu'il était midi, Corydon
disait & ee valet de charrue, qui devait
étre észalement un latiniste distingué:
« Voict ’heure ou les troupeaux eux-mé-
mes cherchent Pombre et la fraicheur ; ot
1e vert lézard se cache sous les buissons ; |
ol la ménagére broie pour les moisson-
neurs, las de la chaleur du jour, lail, le
serpolet et les herbes odorantes ». 1l lui
faisait sonner, en hexaméfres d’or pur, ses
richesses aux oreilles : troupeaux aux éta-
bles, mille brebis errant sur les monta-
gnes de Sicile,du laitage été comme hiver.
‘1l ajoutait qu’il jouait agréablement du
'flageolet, Ce talent de societé lui avait été
‘enseigné par Pan lui-méme, le grand Pan,
‘qui alors n’était pas mort el protégeait
Tes brebis et les pasteurs. Enfin 1l lui pro- |
posait des cadeaux, une belle flile & sept |
| tuyaux, deux jeunes chevreunils & la ma-
melle. La ménagére, Thestylis, les de-
mandait. Ille les recevra, puisqu’Alexis
“ est rétif & I'offre que lui fait Corydon de le
prendre & son service.
11 a fallu des luxures intenses, résor-
‘bées dans les cerveaux savants et des
‘imaginations débordantes de vices & nos
-docfes pédagogues pour voir dans cette
poésie champétre une ode & la Vénus
'male. Tout tient dans Pinferprétation du
verbe ardebat, qui peut signifier aussi
‘bien désirer, comme on souhaite avoir un
Jjardin, un cheval, ‘une bicyclette, que
tbraler d’amour. Cestraductions libres sont
osées. Elles engendrent la diffamation his-
Itorique. Parfois on sdpergoit du contre-
ssens. (Vest ainsi qu'on a reconnu aprés
coup que les quelques odes conservées de
vette pauvre Sapho s’adressaient non a
‘une amante, mais & un beau guerrier, et
[ qu’a tort on I'avait, durant des siécles uni- |
| versitaires, fait passer pour éire de la
garde nationale de Lesbos.
[ Trop aventureuses, trop malveillantes
+sont nos gloses. Horace a ét¢ indignement
‘chargé d’un péché asphaltique qu’il ne
| commettait pas, qu'il n’a pas célébré dans
(8es vers. Il faut la curieuse investigation
'@’un casuiste espagnol et son intuition fo-
| dichonne pourfaire de 'amant de Lydie, de
{ Lalagé, de Chloris, un ancétre du Taylor
dondonien, parce qu’il a adressé ce com-
‘pliment & son jeune esclave : « Le myrte
sied bien & ton front, lorsque tu remplis
0 coupe ». -On n’est pas un justiciable
e la cour anglaise parce qu'on aura dit.a
un boy sur le paquebot, vous apportant
an grog : « John, vous avez une casquette
Gui vous va bien». L’esprit entout ceci est |
%lus prompt que la chair. Est-ce quele
BLanguet de Platon n'a pas été commenté
BN dépit de la justice ? 1’amitié de disciple
# laitre doit-elle donc étre imputée &
‘erime ? Les Grecs, plus délicatement pour-
Rus que nous de sensations et de senti-
‘ments, admettaientet pratiquaient)’amour
‘unisexuel, dégagé de toute visée charnelle. |
Al est impossible que tous ces grands
[esprits aient été des pourceaux. Qu'il |
g ait eu des hommes dépravés, des
éhauchés cherchant des raffinements,
‘des complications , des interversions
dans les plaisirs des sens , clest cer- |
tain. Lo empmaiy onivbisity Libvary les des-
Jpoles orienfatix, on peut les abandonner. i
3 . 29 2 :
‘plmumun des viveurs d’Athénes ou de-

| croire que les vices dicrits avec plus i
v moins d’indulgence par les auteurs étaij .

| Phomme et non I'écrivain qu’on juge:if.

[ vés. L'amitié grecque n’était pas Lamou
- infame des lords et des petits télégraphis )

| de Pamour! Les trois cents superbes &
- dats qui formaient le bataillon saeréa

‘Rome parejllement. Il 'y a pas 4 se'y
prendre sur les mosurs décrites parle 14
seillais Pétrone Arbiter. Mais de miégle
que dans nos romans, dans nos pitces,

‘rencontrent des crimes, des attentats ¢
pour se reproduire ici et 12 dans la réal |
ne sont cependant point I'ordinaire évéy
ment de notre existence, il est permis { -

B~

exceptionnels, et non un état endémiq |
Encore moins faut-il accuser les écriva B
de les avoir pratiqués. Un romarg)
peut entasser dans ses: conceptions
viols, les adultéres, les incendies af Io
empoisonnements sans qu’il soit permi
de lui attribuer une scélératesse susesp
tible d’exécuter ce qu’il narre. Le jua
anglaisa eu raison de déclarer qu’on ay it&. ‘:
trop parlé littérature au tribunal. Cles®;

Toute la raison répugne & admettre ¢ .
Socrate, contre lequel la postérité pédanil
a perpétué la calomnie qui lui valut la a-
gué, qu'Epaminondas, le pur héros quid
mait un certain Mycitos, qne les de.
vaillants guerriers virgiliens Nisus @
Euryale, que la légion thébaine tout ¢
tiére, cette phalange d’immortels patriofe:
naient été qu'une bande de droles dépts v
fon
tes. L'Tliade, repose toute entiére sur J&y . .
relationscheéres quiunissaient Achille’ Bar
trocle. ('est pour venger son ami que i "1
vincible Achéen oublie son resseniimant, (110
rompt son serment, saute sur ses armé;;lfz(.? )

i

et va combattre Hector et rainer Troig!
Achille, un collegue de ces polissons e 7./
minés qui font chanter les déséquilib i :

tombérent & Chéronée pour la patrie, u
ignoble harem d’étres dégradést N
cela révolte et ne peut étre vrail Nosén-
dits se sont abusés. Iis ont imité, en cour
mentant les classiques, ce personnag
femelle de Zola, Mme Levrat, qui devinal
dans la phrase la plus simple un soud
entendu obscene. Oscar Wilde, pour 8
défense, s’est recommandé de VAncien
Testament. N’est-il pas dit, au livre di
rois, que David aimait Jonathas comn|
Pon aime son dme? Kt Saiil, qui avait, ‘Lﬁﬁ a
aussi, le soupcon prompt, ne reprcchai"-.f_:/", Be
pas & son fils comme un crime cette apiie’
tié? 3

L’accusé aurait pit invoquer égaleraui
le verset 23 du chap. 13 du Nouveau 7
tament ot on nous montre « I'un des &

Ui

'
IR
.

po

tres que Jésus aimait reposant sur .01
b |

#

sein ». :
On a ét¢ injuste envers cette lumincusd =
antiquité dont pas un des dieux, car I'“pis /&
sode de Ganyméde ne prouve rien, ne il
gratifié du vice pratiqué & Londres. B &
divinités de I'Olympe reflétaient I’hyiie
nité, partageaient ses passions, se| i
laient & ses combats, & ses amours. |
Il n’est pas str du tout qu'Oscar Wildy
soit accusé & tort, mais il est certain ¢ 'ila g B
a calomnié Socrate, Platon, Achille. T‘:gj N
trocle, Nisus ef Euryale,la légiondes e
thébains et le plus mignon dis apdtre:
EDMOND LEPHLLETIEL.
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yrison qu’il faut juger Oscar Wilde,
s d’aprés son ceuvre et surtout d’a-
< ison De Profundis que nous pou-
< phaintenant lire «dans une fraduc-
. francaise. Son génie I'avait élevé
. (dossus des préjugés et des tares de
cace. Qu’est-ce qui caractérise 1'An-
(. .9 Son insociabilité d’abord. En ter-
énergiques, Green a marqué le mé-
5 et presque la haine que I'Anglais
‘“ngse pour les autres peuples. Jamais
o le voit se méler a Iéiranger.Grand
~geur, il traverse les villes et les na-
. affectant,exagérant méme sa téle.
. hort, ses gestes, ses costumes na-
Lux. I tient & ee qu'on le distingue
4 o mille. A aucun prix, il ne veut pa-
# . tye fusionner.
3'il se sépare des autres races, il est
) ment individualiste qu’il se met en-
»soigneusement a 1 éeart méme de ses
upatriotes.Chagque Anglais est comme
va il isolée.
ion moi est si fort qu’il eherche & 'é-
w londre, sans se soucier de blesser les
¢ Linils de son voisin. L’intérét person-

r$

¥

’,:;Lw |, Pextension de- soi-méme, voild I'u-
n nigue loi de I'Anglais, considéré comme
it ‘v"xii\’i(L et comme peuple. Résumant
ay”! une facon lapidaire I'histoire Ge I3
@ " apde-Bretagne, tord Chaizmi-a pu

'deier @« Nous ne subsisterions pas,
- < aous avions ¢té justes ». Cette phrase
i 1 gonstitue-t-elle pas toute la polilique
i wotuclledu président  Reosevelt  6f nie
(oalend-on pas dans tous ses disceurs
o dang tous ses niessages ? , '
son elimat a disposé 1’Anglo-Saxon

b Are farouche individualisme; & la lutte
‘§, y:r;icnte et sans merci eontre tout ce qui
8. semble le géner dans ses desseins,
Do tons les struggle-for-lifers du globe.
« ¢! st le plus terrible et il le restera, par-
‘#% © qu'il a pour nid une ile &pre envelop

70 d’une mer triste.
i#tar Wilde ne rappelait qiie de loin
ferocité des insulaires, ses compa-
iofes. Il dlait de sa race par le visage
nivis 'y éehappatt par le comps plutdt
- zras et savoaneux et par la liberté de
piit. Jai {racé dans : le Roi des
Jiis, aingl que dans un volume de
it raduetion de la -Rible, un portrait
“ duiluity & la fois idéaliste et pratique,
i jf“. niains et les pieds dans la houe et la
e dans le bleu du eciel. :
,NL"\“-%!@’S@X?‘? n’est-il pas le juif de
#% Mwrape ¥ Maijs de ses origines Oscar
- Wile navalt retenu que Iidéalisme.
it un dempigtogieis. I¥ éait né tou-

i
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- n'est pas d’apres sa réputation et un véritable

“d» paradoxal

e e W

T i

A Londres, pendant des années, il ful
enfant gité; on le suivait
avec enthousiasme ; il ¢tait enfourd
d'yne troune d’adylateurs. Sez coglumes
recherchés faisaient de Iui, une sorte
darbiter elegantigrum ; on éeontait 1e-
ligfeuspment ses pm_*ado‘.\:gs. Pans son
livre : Intentions, traduit chez Stock,
avec une belle préface de M. Joseph Re-
naud, on peut juger de sa conversation.
Llle pétillait, ¢lle attaquait les idées re-
cues, elle décapifait le bourgeois et
cette quintessence de bourgeois qui
quil appelle une vaste philistinerie
Peut-étre dans ce genre, cef Anglais, si

peu anglais et si ami de nos écrivains |

étranges, rappelle-t-il Baudelaire. C’est
un - moqueur exfraordinaire, c’est un

nince-sans-rire génial. 1 vise & Peffet, |

sans le vouloir et avec le plus merveil-
leux laisser-aller : aucun esprit prati-
que ; aucune dme de marchand.

Mais cet homme, proné de tous, ap-
plaudi des lettrés, salué par la foule,
maitre du théatre, du roman, de la p'en—
sée, renconira le précipice et y tomba.
Comme il s’était singularisé par ses €lé-
gances, par sos habitudes extérienres
et par ses causeries, il voulut un jour
transporter dans la morale son humeur
paradoxale, il fit de lui-méme un étre a
rcbours, ce qu’on appelle, dans le jar-
gon nouveau, un inverti. Un riche lord
demanda contre le prestigieux écrivain,
I’application des lois anglaises.

Etait-il coupahle ? Quelques-uns 1’ont
nié. Mais dans son De Profundis et dans
ses lettres, Oscar Wilde fait ’aven de
sa faute. Du fond de sa prison, il éléve
la voix pour proclamer qu’il ne fut pas3
completement  ‘nnocent. Jamais aveu
plus beau n’a jailli d’uns poitrine hu-
maine. Par ses accents d’humilité, par
con acceptation du chatiment, Oscar
Wilde se reléve prodigieusement. Quel-
le Ame il avait ! Sous ses apparences
intellectuel et moral, il
avait gardé toute sa noblesse. Une .cu-
riosité  maladive, le souci de ne rien
faire comme tout le monde et de gotter
4 tous les fruits du jardin, méme les
plus interdils, I’avaient poussé vers le
mal. 1 le recomnait; mais il expie,
presque avee joie, et se résigne, pour se
purifier, & toutes les soufirances et &
tous les abaissements.

Rien duv reste, ne manqua d son sup-
plice, pas unc ¢pine & sa couronne.
Pendant deux ans, il subit les travaux
forcés et le plus strict internement.

LA COCARDE

~ Jissen Women's University Library

¢ Chaque prison _que batissent les
nes, a-t-il éerit dans cette superbe

wde de la Gedle de Reading que publie |

wee le De Profundis, la Sociéte du Mer
wre de Frence, est batie avec les bri-
ques de I'infamie ef fermée de barreaux,

" de peur que le Christ ne voie comment

les hommes mutilent leurs fréres. Avee

des barreaux, ils défigurent la June gra-

cieuse et ils aveuglent le hon soleil...

Les actions les plus viles, ainsi que des
berbes empoisonnées,s’épanouissent dans
/Pair de la prison, c’est seulement ce qui

est bon dans I’homimne qui 8’épuise et st

fiétrit ... Chaque- éteoite cellule. que
nous habitons est une infecte et sombre
latrine et I’haleine fétide de la Mort vi-
| vante élouffe chaque lucarne grillée...n

£ . v 7 "
\ teujours dans le eceur, -abandonné de sa-

femme, séparé de ses deux fils, Syril et

' Yivian, depuis enirés dans les ordres,

affublé d'un eostume grotesque, lui-le |
fushionnable, il a compris les lecons qui{

se cachent au fond de la douleur.

« Derridre la joie et le rire, il peut ¥
avoir un tempérament grossier, dur el
| regueux, inais derriere la douleur, il ¥

a la douleur. C’est avec elle qu'on a

‘J)z‘lti les mondes ; elle préside a la nais-
sance des enfants et des étoiles. » Pas

i encore chrétien, mais stoique, sans au-
| cune insensibilité toutefois et avec des
‘ coups d’zile "
| de la beauté

| Oscar Wilde. Il sortit cependant de 14,
' complétement brisé, trainant aprés lui,

sur la plandte, son habit de forcat,’:
pouvant, aux veux des Philichma—gag

iy

défaire. Sous 12 nory dé Sébastien Mel

moth, ii voyagea en France, en Italie,

ef, en 1900, a I’dge de quaranie-gquatre
ans, mourut dans une chambre d’hétel,
rue des Beaux-Arts. La méningite av

qui dort maintenant dans le lament

| cimetitre de Bagneux, sous une Lé

diction catholique, car il avait fini pa
entrer dans le christianisme romain.
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~ Enfermé dans le eachot, avec minuit

vers les plus baufs poinfs
morale, tel nous apparait

ait
terrassé ce malbheureux et grand, arkiste
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AN AMERICAN EDITION OF OSCAR WILDE'S WOREKS.

AN AMERICAN EDITION OF OSCAR WILDE'S WORKS. _—
| TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES.

E Oscar WiLpg.
. tﬁli:(::;taa)lnw to what is the rare
[ Manuscript, :u(:;l Sflﬁ(:!) s
S¥er. Tt is a
Some sort of
whole of Oge

st book mentioned
one copy exists, Tt iz in
manuscript is lost probably ‘for

[uarto volume of yule
shining black cloth

d paper, bound in
s and it containg the

ar Wilde’s - : i
“THE WoMa . d‘“ "“}““"“ unknown play, TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES, 8ir,—I have only just read a letter printed in your columns
N COVERED WITH JEWELS » Sir,—I shall be much obliged if you will grant me the on June 28, signed ** Robert Ross.”” In this letter Mr. Ross
14 L attributes to me the editorship of an American edition of My,

oy, .
;! 1‘t1te11 i English
snm.l neat hologr
Like his amay
o Q £ :
Salomd,”  thig
tragedy of the ancient world

courtesy of your columns for making certain observations in {
regard to an American publisher’'s prospectus which has
been widely circulated in the United States, on the Conti- j edition.” . 1
masterpiece iy . nent, and in England. The prospectus announces the forth-| Now, having extended to Mr. Ross the courtesy of publish- %

£ coming publication of the ‘ Complete Works of Oscar Wilde,”” | ing an error, you will not, of course, refuse to me the courtesy

R e ¥ » and 1s in one act. : : :
J e‘WIeS ﬁflil;eihth"l_“e of “The Woman Cu:'e:'od with B with an introduction by Mr. Richard Le Gallienne. As the of publishing a correction of that error. e

temptatio e S“thj elemental one of passion -l i : literary executor of tho deceased writer, and as the admini- My sole connexion with Messrs. A. R. Keller and Co.'s
el wilderness, ‘ o strator for his estate appointed by the English Courts, I would edition of Mr. Wilde's writings is the writing of an intro-

and reiter: ol e Other themes state | :
1terated are those of se es. stated o like to have it known by those sufficiently interested in the duction of 3,090 words. I have had absolutely nothing to do

poetic, prose. ‘and ontirels. : |
aph of \Vil(Lic, 4. entir ly in the ; Oscar Wilde's writings. He speaks of * Mr. Le Gallieune’s
Ing study in the style of T
equally amazing '

aubert,

say how much I have admired his loyalty to a wonderful,
- disastrous friend ; and I very well understand why he should
still go on fighting for him. He is not the only man who has
fought for his friend, but, certainly, no one has fought better.
_All the same, when a man is fighting, it is as well that he

during the last three years of his life.”

Mr. Le Gallienne, the American prospectus informs us,
¢ aside from being a writer of national reputation, was a
lifelong friend of Oscar Wilde and his colleve chum at

juemRISe Jo swioy SHOLIEA o4} JO B[qESIADER 9swe]
Eigqsi‘?}:,m;?& ST pue ‘say?.p’.d q30q eseard seop wopyes
el goad-rey °UI, -Alojoesies jou sem Jewiog

[} 38} pestudins qou oiw om ‘PP3I0 sedumysur oMy oy

beauty : e If-renunciation, devet;
;i}}‘ltl: ‘;111;}, ei;\l'n\t\t\;\‘gr,e‘?d Sh4 Banrder n, dey otion, | ‘ subject that the edition, if it fulﬁls. its pf‘omise, is so com- with the editing, and am ex}tirely unrcspo;}sibl‘e f'or the con-
- is just pos:iblé th‘[t “lnlttenra,lnmt ten years ago, and it plete that it contains two works which Wilde never wrote. tents of the edition. At this moment I am still Jgnol'a!.lf: of
i L presented by jts «L(u‘t'h(’l? Y ten people read it. Tt was One of them, *“ The Priest and the Acolyte,”” is a porno- what they are. Nor had I seen any prospectus of the odxtm.u
]"3»1.9_.‘,"1,1 i So(-i(xt : Or 1o a eultured htel-;q-_\- lady well g ! graphic story which no one with any knowledge of the author"s till after reading Mr. Ross’s letter. In that prospectus it
herself —— LA 1_9"»]}})’. and a successful ‘Writer i style—of any style—would dream of attributing to him ; it is appears that the statement was made that I was Mr. Wilde's
< Like the manv lost works destitute of any literary form—I do nob say merit, because | ¢ college chum ’ at Osxford—a statement which gives Mr.
3 bewailed by Lem l'i:.r‘ ‘; j‘l s of once famous writers hostile critics might not think that a very convincing argu- Ross the opportunity of some cheap satire at my expense—
y  cntrusted fo the Ee;n;‘.v‘ﬁg‘_"l“dge of this play must be menb. The attempted ascription of this work to Wilde during as if I could possibly Lave been responsible for‘ it.
We think it t, be the i IC ?mnwnmtm" v, his trial in 1895 was abandoned by the prosecution, because I need hardly say that I am still too young to have
_Salomé” that he failed t oy 'WOI:k by the author of el the identity of the anonymous author was discovered. The made such a mis-statement. Even the editor of the Academy,
t to publish in some way, other spurious work‘in Mr. Le Gallienne’s edition is a transla- in no friendly comment upon Mr. Ross’s letter, refers to
] tion from the French of Barbey D’Aurevilly,  What Never “ the fact that Wilde was twenty years older than Mr. Lo
y’ Dies ”’ ; this being originally issued by a Paris publisher Gallienne ''—a statement which, I think, is, chronologically, a
shortly after Wilde's death, along with other spurious works little unfair to his friend.
- supposed to have been written on commission between 1897 ! Mr. Ross also seems to have discovered the fact, which has
U3 3803 uomprauod Lw Lqeoryeydums 91®)s 0} punoq (905 | and 190(1). = oo e e ;{neve;o bee't; iia;]gplér;fwn widely euoﬂ;lx to please me, that I
- 8 ¢ Ma, here take o opportunity of mentioni y was born i . o
i PlIos A’Jp,mm oy notsft):(% ;:P“gg%luim I¥ P leavixz«; prison in 1897, with the exception of some letters to I am proud to have been a friend. of M,r,', \ﬁ’%lge 83 but‘f, »0/{_
ST aq jou sem a:\noin. s1q 1}271 ];I 1)911 p001’SJapnn the Pross and ¢ The Ballad of Reading Gaol, ' Wilde neveree = course;—5-vas HEVEr 50 near—to him as M P.oss.or the
1l o7} Jo qaed teyjour ur sasip,; qglﬁqg kmti;? I:i a[n\ﬁ“ wrote anything except a portion of the scenario of a play gentleman who, I am told, now edi.Ls that beautiful old
: 943} st sy, 'Houanpoid 9]} UO SSO] paw#ﬁs;l:»;l qu ‘n't} which he disposed of to Mr. Frank Harris ? I have been shown Academy of many distinguished memories, not least that of
4 ® U9YM soou)suI oy sarousi pue ‘Lrowow ‘e;u[(;'l'vl many typéwritten scripts of works aseribed to him, but on another of its editors, a Fellow of one of the greatesb
H dn saasvan Aremgen toyyne ay -eseo g1 70 o8 b demanding to see the original manuseripts, or portions colleges in the world (I am not referring to Liverpool
S7} uBY} wowwoo SS9] aBJ Inq ‘aouatiadxaqlu(})ﬁlm?a“ue:: thereof, nothing was ever forthcoming. Apart from this, College), a gentle scholar Leloved by all who '{mow Lim, and
FE 0u s suoneoadxs -?‘fmpaaﬂxa 3]‘50([ ® JO OBS o owing to circumstances into which it is unnecessary to enter, not least by Robert Louis Stevenson. - .
; JO |oumsur tayy0 oYL ‘g,IBEtSI[qnd pue sioqjne ﬁaéA\qgg Wilde eould not have written anything without my knowledge . But, to return to Mr. Ross, I hope that I may be allowed to

: oupresey  -eaaSe A[my om t
_ : TOT Al oM [T quIM Juewnyues v Oxford.” This will certainly be news to many people in i,
! = $oor ; > 4 - i : i ing 2 . Mr. Ross does not
! ‘Saoysignd \’C? [?&iﬁiﬁ? i "}TO‘IA\ Y3 wo ‘st Awommyse; siy England ; it points to grave omissions in the pages of “ Who's * Sh"“l‘lo k;;::wWhat he is fighting about. Mr
- o 49 Juemyed1y sy o Lvs URD SoULLIEdxe 081BI A1 9 . 1 : ilerg of that , seem .
| 0 I0yIN® e 98Yq 1s SR I SaB[ £10: Wh and Fleet-street, to the compile : - = p .
: : i ;ﬁ;’;;;lgnaz ;}P ;:.glqi’ 13;\' ;rllqs,t Sl g ang ¢ ¢ - cwawe {np J: ing:niot'ls];.‘i;';;gzoof Teiie are deare:r names than ABRSDEOF § o v Finally, I would say, in regard to the g%'eneralt;thlcs of 1;1113
Tl sodd i A JHoad 813 Udke PINOA 300G 0ua amrn y i lled American ¢ piracy,”’ that there are laws
§ esoddus gou p1p aeyst Piftaa-3160G-843-guyg P E t h lost some of question of so-cal P »
‘ I 2oystqnd oy 3ey3 mopre 01 11wy £ : Thebes |  Mr. Le Gallienne, however, must have los : S e < 5 .
: - uodn ind sem morsing = 7l BOHE OFIREA[Ua R F: B 2 Z 2 3 . . even in America—copyright laws—and that if English writers
s § - - Flndmoeo oy 3deoow 03 ySnous jurvious his Oxford manner during his residence in America, for he =
S | Juapraoadwr sea { jusloust puw 2 g 3 ishers do not take advantage of those laws—well, it is
-3 s ! I Yo1ym sw 0g eprur sea 19750 oavnb e th d subject of ¢° Ameri- and publishers do no e ’ 2
<3 8 7%Y3 SI oouvAonIS ot ; o 8enbeprur uv can hardly claim ignorance on the vexed subj 2 E . ek £
‘,i Eh : 130 8T, ‘esamos Lavuipio oy ur poarn = e - hi and but natural that American publishers will take advantage o
A B °A®Y puoys T geym jo %Y ® weyy ssop gon Y3 Ul paatedax can rights ' ; it is amazing that he should lend his name : 1 I A1 hove heos It Rieads
BEP 9% oavgs fm 908 | ‘oomid topmmern b L S84 919nq ‘eomo “ hi ional reputation ’’ to what he must know is a literary - their carelessness. I, too, I may add, ha .
| ; HE dIopuremed ,, v o1y Surygewo his national reputation Mr. Wilde d not seem to have been
g PUFL UI 30038 ayy qres o se it . oeam i i i lishers and the + So far as I ean see, Mr. Wilde does no
‘ 188 03 sea prp £oyg quy gy * w0y and financial offence, against the English publis . ‘ protected by any English publisher—except Mr. John Lane—
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legal representatives ‘¢ of his college chum at Oxford.”” . R e :

| The authorized edition of Wilde's works is being prepare t . ; — : =
by Messrs. Methuen, who have spent a great deal of time and : Personally, I find no f:ml'b with Mr. Wnli;lpt s for:s?c'a.tx; p:xl:i 19
money in acquiring from other publishers those copyrights hshefs. They h'ave published ]3113 t};‘oo in Db toa; - ,r ; =
which had passed out of my control or that of my predecessor :re M;us%v alsd a’nmous as hflezrsl.wi 1: uen may be _g " 4
in administration, the Official Receiver in Bankruptey. It y Mr. Wilde's memery and his 5 : s
will contain no introduction even by myself, and therefore - They—Messrs.Y A.R. Kelle'r and Co., Erunsmck—buggx?g}; =
cannobt attempt to compete in the United States with the Fifth-avenue, New York Czty—w?uld .b.e glmﬁ(;m know é ;{ ;
edition of Mr. Richard Le Gallienne. Yet I venture to think whom they can pay a royalty on their edmo'n. Per ps t
that there may be some of Wilde's American admirers who Ross would be kind enough to inform th'em in the mt,e;rest of

vil Mrs. Wilde's children, or, shall Isay, his ‘‘ executor

will prefer to purchase the authorized edition. Iknow thera . ;
are Ix’mmy suc]li in Germany from the number of letters I haye BT O Yours fgxthli;lilly,» e
received on the subject. The English admirers, I fear, will | CHARD

not be given any cPoice by E
A Your obedient servant, |
, Vicara e—znrdem;,x' = ROSS.
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91, Sherwood Studios, 57th Street
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Oscar WILDE.

We now come to what is the rarvest book mentioned
in this article, since only one copy exists, It is in
manuseript, and that manuscript is lost probably for
ever. It is a quarto volume of ruled paper, bound in
some sort of shining black cloth, and it contains the
whole of Oscar Wilde’s almost unknown play,

_“THE WOMAN COVERED WITH JEWELS,”
. written in English poetic_prose, and entirely in the |

-+ small neat holograph of Wilde.

Like his amazing study in the style of Flaubert,
“ Balomé,” this equally amazing masterpiece is a
tragedy of the ancient world, and is in one act.

The chief theme of “The Woman Covered with
Jewels ” is the simple elemental one of passion and
temptation in the wilderness. Other themes stated
and reiterated are those of self-renunciation, devotion, |
beauty and vanity, greed and murder.

This tragedy was written about ten vears ago, and it
is just possible that only ten people read it. It was
presented by its author to a cultured literary lady well

known in Societz to-day, and a successful writer
herself. :

Like the many lost works of once famous writers
bewailed by Lempricre, knowledge of this play must be
entrusted to the memory of a commentator. -

We think it to be the only work by the author of

22

“He was pleased to publish, or rather to have his

4
Q,{ - _Salomé” that he failed to publish in some way.

4

m»p-v

< sy NSNS, s

books published, even if the format was not of the
finest. For instance, his tragedy of Nihilism, “ Vera,”
was originally printed on wretched paper, aud in
galley-proof style. ¢ The Picture of Dorian Gray,”
“Lord Arthur Savile’s Crime,” ** Ravenna,’ aud
“ Salom¢” were all originally (that is to say, in their
first editions) produced in an inexpensive form quite
autipolar to the later productions, ** The Sphinx ” and
“The House of Pomegranates.”

Truly, authorial pride often has a fall !

There is little doubt that Oscar Wilde's lost play was
intended originally for Sarah Bernhardt. He may
possibly bave sent it to her, as he once is said to have
sent a play to Mary Anderson. Be that as it nmay, it
contains & part somewhat like the Izeyl that Bernhardt
made a success of in England and abroad.

The period of “The Woman Covered with Jewels " is
about the second century after Christ. It wasa century
of heresy and of manifold forms of gospels that had
made the Church of that day a thing of trouble divided
by sects and scarred with schisms.

Fairly vigorous Christian churches existed at Athens
and at Corinth. From one of these there seceded a
most holy man in the prime of life. He withdrew into
the desert, and at the time the play opens was dwelling

in a hermit’s cave,  its mouth openin g upon the tawny
sand of the desert hike that of a huge lion.” His

reputation for holiness had gone forth to many cities. |

One day there came to his cave a beautiful courtesan

covered with jewels. She had broken her journey in |

order to see and hear the wonderful priest who had

striven against the devil in the desert. He sees the |

strange, heautiful intruder, and, speaking of the faith
that was within him, tries to win one more convert to
its kingdom, glory, and power. She listened as Thais
listened to Paphnutius. The hermit’s eloquence sways
her reason, while her exquisite beauty of face and form
troubles his constancy. She speaks in turn and presses
him to leave his hermit home and come with her to the

~city. There he may preach to better eftect the Gospel
of the Kingdom of God. “The city is more wicked
than the desert,” she says in effect.

While they are talking two men have drawn near
and gazed upon the unusual scene. Surely it must
be a king’s daughter,” said one. “ She has beautiful
hair like a king’s daughter, and, behold, she is covered
with jewels.”

At last she mounts her litter and departs, and the
men follow her. The priest has been troubled, tortured
by her beauty. He recalls the melting glory of her
eyes, the softly curving cheeks, and red humid mouth.
Recalls, too, the wooing voice that was like rippling
wind-swept water. Her hair fell like a golden garment ;
she was, indeed, covered with jewels.

Evening draws near, and there comes to the mouth
of the cave a man who says that robbers have attacked
and mupdered a great lady who was travelling near
there that day. They show the horror-struck priest a
great coil of golden hair besmeared with blood. Here
the tragedy ends. ;

“The Woman Covered with Jewels” is an out-
come and one more expression of that literary move-
ment that gave us ““ Salambo,” ¢ Thais,” “ Aphrodite,”
“ Imperial Purple,” and other remarkable works of a
school or group of writers who, wearied of the Jejune,
the effete, and much else, have sought solace for their
literary conscience in a penman’s: reconquest  of
antiquity. Probably the old-world story of Paphnutius
and ‘Thais inspired the tragedy, and Maeterlinck’s plays
suggested its technique. Who can know ? Assuredly
its picture of devotion, passion, cupidity, and murder
would thrill and enthral those who could know it better
than in this imperfect portrayal. “The Woman
Covered with Jewels ” is worthy of the pen that wrote
“Salomé ” and “ The Sphinx.””

My 1 20196gea8oménisdniversity bibrary> 200k seller.
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SOME OF THE LOST AND EARLIEST WORKS OF
DISRAELI, RENAN, HARDY, AND OSGAR WILDE.

By G. F. MoNESHOOD.

Wuen one is quite tired of Mr. W. J. Locke on. the
human understanding, or of whatever young man may
be the mode of the moment in letters, it is pleasant and
profitable to turn down some of the dim-shaded paths
of literary victory—paths made glorious by the splendour
of the dead.

In the secret history of literature there are deeply-
interesting records known but to the few, and although
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A GOOD DEFENCE.
CHE publishers are not after all to be left
without a champion. We have caled at-
tention to the complete absence of any
effective reply to the gross misstatements
published daily in the Times, and to the
adverse impression which such reiterated disparagement
must create if allowed to continue undefended. We
are thevefore glad to mnote that we are mot to be left
unaided in the cause of exposing the fallacy of most of
the arguments in favour of cheaper books and the un-
scrupulous nature of the charges of rapacity brought
against the producers of books. The Rev. A. J. Church
has used the medium of the Nineteenth Century to place
on record an account of his personal dealings with
publishers and the deductions his long practical ex-
perience has taught him to draw from existing con-
ditions.

The veteran author holds the balance evenly. He is
sive. His literary career extends over forty-six years,
and is represented by more than sixty volumes. Yet,
looking back over thut period, he can only point to two
transactions which did not fully satisfy him. Let us
deal with these first. He says:

T arranged for thé publication by a certain firm of two
books on the half-profit system. One of the stipulations of
the agreement, usual, and, indeed, I can readily believe
necessary, was that the publisher should have the right of
disposing of the books at such a price as should seem good
to him. . . . What they did was to sell the stock in hand
at something like a “remainder” price. I got my share at
once, but it was much less than a half of what I should have
received in the ordinary course. The other grievance is that
an inadequate offer was made to me which I was improvident
and ignorant enough to acc2pt. No compulsion was put upon
me. It is only fair to allow that the publisher did not suppose

—4hat the boolk would earn the profit which, as a matter of fact,
it did earn. . . . But if this is the worst that an author of
very large experience can say of his treatment by publishers,
his testimony is, on the whole, highly favourable.

A sentiment with which we fully agree. Regarding
the two instances cited, we are not surprised that the
former was nobt satistactory. The half-profit system
seldom does please both parties, and is certainly the
least advisable of the various forms of agreement
between authors and publishers. The other instance of -
the sale of a book exceeding expectations is not an
uncommon experience, but far less common than the .
reverse of the case. An author naturally treasures up
this one memory, and ignores the instances when a
publisher suffered loss on the production. This is the
view Professor Church takes in another part of the
article, and in order that his motive may not be mis-
understood, he makes his position in the literary world
very clear in the following lines :

I feel bound to state emphatically my conviction that the

2019-Ji8sei8 Women's University Library 21
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CORRESPONDENCE.

AN AMERICAN EDITION OF OSCAR WILDE'S WORKS.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES.

Sir,—I shall be much obliged if you will grant me the
courtesy of your columns for making certain observations in {
regard to an American publisher's prospectus which has
been widely circulated in the United States, on the Conti- |

nent, and in England. The prospectus announces the forth-‘,
coming publication of the ¢ Complete Works of Oscar Wilde,”’ |
with an introduction by Mr. Richard Le Gallienne. As the |
literary executor of tho deceased writer, and as the admini-
strator for his estate appointed by the English Courts, I would
'like to have it known by those sufficiently interested in the
| subject that the edition, if it fulfils its promise, is so com-
plete that it contains two works which Wilde never wrote.
One of them, * The Priest and the Acolyte,”” is a porno-
graphic story which no one with any knowledge of the author’s
style—of any style—would dream of atiributing to him ; it is
destitute of any literary form—I do no% say merit, because
hostile critiecs might not think that a very convincing argu-
‘ment. The attempted ascription of this work to Wilde during
his trial in 1895 was abandoned by the prosecution, because
the identity of the anonymous author was discovered. The
other spurious work‘in Mr. Le Gallienne’s edition is a transla-
tion from the French of Barbey D’Aurevilly, ¢ What Never
Dies "’ ; this being originally issued by a Paris publisher
shortly after Wilde's death, along with other spurious works
supposed to have been written on commission between 1897
and 1900.
May I here take the opportunity of mentioning that, after
leaving prison in 1897, with the exception of some letters to

wrote anything except a portion of the scenario of a play
which he disposed of to Mr. Frank Harris ? I have been shown
many typéwritten scripts of works aseribed to him, but on
demanding to sce the original manuseripts, or portions
thereof, nothing was ever forthcoming. Apart from this,
owing to circumstances into which it is unnecessary to enter,
Wilde could not have written anything without my knowledge
during the last three years of his life.”

Mr. Le Gallienne, the American prospectus informs us,
¢ aside from being a writer of national reputation, was a
lifelong friend of Oscar Wilde and his collece chum at
Oxford.” This will certainly be news to many people in
England ; it points to grave omissions in the pages of ¢ Who's
Who "’ ; Liverpool and Fleet-street, to the compile of that

ingenious Temple of Fame, are dearer names than Athens or .

Thebes | Mr. Le Gallienne, however, must have lost some of
his Oxford manner during his residence in America, for he
can hardly claim ignorance on the vexed subject of ¢ Ameri-
‘can rights '’ ; it is amazing that he should lend his name and
“ his national reputation '’ to what he must know is a literary
and finanecial offence, against the English publishers and the
legal representatives ‘¢ of his college chum ab Oxford.”
| The authorized edition of Wilde's works is being prepared
by Messrs. Methuen, who have spent a great deal of time and
money in aequiring from other publishers those copyrights
which had passed out of my control or that of my predecessor
in administration, the Official Receiver in Bankruptey. It

will contain no introduction even by myself, and therefore -

cannot attempt to compete in the United States with the
edition of Mr. Richard Le Gallienne. Yet I venture to think
that there may be some of Wilde's American admirers who
will prefer to purchase the authorized edition. I know there
are many such in Germany from the number of letters I have
received on the subject. The English admirers, I fear, will
~not be give '%j&e by TR

| Your obedient servant,

0ss.

Oct. 3190

CORRESPONDENCE.

AN AMERICAN EDITION OF OSCAR WILDE'S WORKS.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES.

Sir,—I have only just read a letter printed in your columns
on June 28, signed *‘ Robert Ross.”” In this letter Mr. Ross

! attributes to me the editorship of an American edition of Mr.

Oscar Wilde’s writings.
edition.”’

Now, having extended to Mr. Ross the courtesy of publish-
ing an error, you will not, of course, refuse to me the courtesy
of publishing a correction of that error.

My sole connexion with Messrs. A. R. Keller and Co.'s
edition of Mr. Wilde’s writings is the writing of an infro-
duction of 3,090 words. I have had absolutely nothing to do
with the editing, and am entirely unrcsponsible for the con-
tents of the edition. At this moment I am still ignorant of
what they are. Nor had I seen any prospectus of the edition
till after reading Mr. Ross’s letter. In that prospectus it
appears that the statement was made that I was Mr. Wilde's

He speaks of ¢ Mr. Le Gallieune'’s

| ¢ college chum *’ at Oxford—a statement which gives Mr.

Ross the opportunity of some cheap catire at my expense—
as if 1 could possibly Lave been responsible for it.
I need hardly say that I am still too young to have
made such a mis-statement. Even the editor of the Academy,
in no friendly comment upon Mr. Ross’s letter, refers to
“ the fact that Wilde was twenty years older than Mr. Le
Gallienne ''—a statement which, I think, is, ehronologically, &
little unfair to his friend.

Mr. Ross also seems to have discovered the fact, which has

. never heen made known widely enough to please me, that I

_the Press and ¢ The Ballad of Reading Gaol,”  Wilde never = o~ course;—5as

‘was born in Liverpool.

I am proud to have been a friend of Mr. Wilde's ; but, of

gentleman who, I am told, now edils that beautiful old
Academy of many distinguished memories, not least that of
another of its editors, a Fellow of one of thc greatest

mever-so- near—to-—him as Mr. Ross or the

colleges in the world (I am not referring to Liverpool

College), a gentle scholar teloved by all who know him, and
. not least by Robert Louis Stevenson. o .
But, to return to Mr. Ross, I hope that I may be allowed to
_say how much I have admired his loyalty to a wonderful,
- disastrous friend ; and I very well understand why he should
stilt go on fighting for him. He is not the ouly man who has
_fought for his friend, but, certainly, no one has fought better.
_All the same, when a man is fighting, it is as well that he
should know what he is fighting about. Mer. Ross does not
. seem to. know.

Finally, I would say, in regard to the general ethics of this

' question of so-called American ‘‘ piracy,” that there are laws

even in America—copyright laws—and that if English writers
and publishers do not take advantage of those laws—well, it is
but natural that American publishers will take advantage of
. their carelessness.. I, too, I may add, have been in Arcady.
So far as I ean see, Mr. Wilde does not scem to have been

till after he was dead. >

are just as anxious as Messrs. Methuen may be to do right
by Mr. Wilde’s memeory and his heirs. 5

whom they can pay a royalty on their edition. Perhaps Mr.

Ross would be kind enough to inform them in the interest of

Mrs. Wilde's children, or, shall Isay, his ‘‘ executor Loty e
Yours faithfully, 2

* RICHARD LE GALLIENN

Jissen Women's Univer

it W Studios, 57th smesaad

They—Messrs. A. R. Keller and Co., Erunswick-building, 4
Fifth-avenue, New York City—would be glad to kn b |

| protected by any English publisher—except Mr. John Lane—

Personally, I find no fanlt with Mr. Wilde’s American pub- i
liskers. They have published his books in good faith, and

-
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ESPONDENCE. _j\ The only objection which could be made to Mr. Ross’s
| letter to last Saturday’s Times on the subject of the com-
plete edition of Oscar Wilde’s work, which Mr. Richard| Tt are kG
5 le Gallienne is about to bring out in America, is that it is ?iosnsa__s'abme
TO THE EDITCR OF THE TIMES. icaﬁ:lely s(tigong enough 1:;.nd1 does not perhaps make clear it bt T
Sir,—I gladly acecept Mr. Le Gallienne's:somewhat tardy D e OIliDaty man wio- A8 50 acquaintance with the :

1 uniform edition of

THE AMERICAN EDITION OF OSCAR WILDE'S WORKS,

d* claimer of responsibility for the contents of the circular
issued by Messes. A. R. Keller and Co., Aannouncing  their
Complete Edition of Oscar Wilde's works. IfI committed any
error in speaking of ‘“ Mr. Le Galliennc's edition '’ I apolo-
gise. Whether my error was justified or not I leave the
readers of The T'imes to decide, especially those who have
also seen the prospectus in question. We speak of Malone's
Shakespeare, Speight’s Chaucer ; though these old-fashioned
editors took the precaution of reading what they were
supposed to be introducing to the public; at least, they
would hardly have pleaded ignorance as to the contents of
the respeetive editions. To my perhaps Oriental views of
literature tho Occidental doctrine of irresponsibility seems
to be carried rather far. In the prospectus we read :—
LrrrERS.—For the first time a collection of the lotters of Wilde ig
presented to the public, a number of them in facsimile. . . . Those
who study character through chiregraphy will be greatly intercsted in
these reproductions, and all readers will value the contents of the
letters for the light they throw on Wildo's personality, Wilde was
most brilliant when most careless, and his letters comprise some of his
finest epigrams.

Mine are the italics. May I ask to whom the letters are
| 2ddressed ? Was it unreasonable for me to assume that Mr.
Le Gallienne had read letters which throw light on Wilde's
personality, letters announced as one of the features of an
edition to which he was writing the introduction ?° I know
of only one instance in which a distinguished man took the
precaution of copyrighting his private letters in his own life-
oi time ; but Mr. Whistler knew the natural  habits of his
countrymen better than Wilde. English letter writers trust,
perhaps unwisely, to the honour of their correspondents,

Messrs. Keller's edition is said te contain The Duchess
of - Padua and Vera ; neither of these has heen published
‘fexcept in German; they were privately printed for

stage purposes in America, and tpe;;gfoi‘e ft}(éir publication
without reference to the author’k&epré!enéa%ivc is, I should
| imagine, a breach even of American copyright law. A scrip
jof 4 Florentine Tragedy also announced can only have
been obtained by questionable means in this country ; it is
also unpublished. Perhaps Messrs. Keller’s edition of this
play and The Duchess of Padua are merely prose transla-
tions from the German, in which case they are spurious and
not by Oscar Wilde. I may be wronging them unintentionally.

Mr. Le Gallienne, who has now had ample time to discover
these cirecumstances, has no fault to find with those who have

conferred upon him the honour of a spuricous Oxford educa-
) tion. ¢ It is but natural,” he thinks, that American publishers
@hould take advantage of an author's carelessness. - ** You are
. %:ertainly very natural in America,” says Lord Canterville in
| one of Wilde’s stories. I venture to think, however, that it
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Oxford chum” of Wilde’s, ignoring the fact that Wilde
was twenty years older than Mr. le Gallienne, and that the
latter never was at Oxford or any other university) pro-
poses to edit and contribute a preface to a pirated

facts the outrageous nature of Mr. le Gallienne’s inten-
tions. Put in plain English it amounts to this: Mr. le
Gallienne (whom tihe .American papers describe as an ¥ old

edition of Wilde’s works, which will include two stories |

which he well knows were not written by Wilde. By so
doing he will be causing a grave injury to the literary
reputation of the man whose friend he claims to have

been, and he will also be robbing that man’s children as §

surely and as literally as if he had broken into their
dwelling and stolen their plate. According to **Who'’s
Who,” Mr. le Gallienne, when he ceased to be a bank-
clerk in Liverpool, *abandoned business for literature.”
He has now, apparently, decided to abandon literature
for business of the most disreputable and dishonest kind,

decency, and literary judgment would have been better
served by silence than by the letter he publishes in T he
Times Literary Supplement of Thursday last. In a
letter to that journal on June 28th Mr. Robert Ross,.
executor of Mr. Oscar Wilde and editor of the forth-
coming authorised edition of his works, accused Mr.
Le Gallienne of intending to edit and contribute a pre-

| face to a pirated edition of Mr. Wilde’s works to be

published by a New York firm of piratical publishers.
Mr. Le Gallienne replies that he is not to edit it; he is
merely to contribute the preface. In the same spirit
was the reply of the girl who, on being accused of

having an illegitimate baby, replied that it was only a
little one.

Mr. Le Gallienne’s defence is a quibble. The cheque
he receives for the preface will probably be smaller thar
the cheque he would have received for * editing.” His
responsibility is not for that reason appreciably
lessened. He lends his notorious name to :
stolen edition of Mr. Wilde’s copyright works
for which, as he well knows, no royalty wil
be paid to the author’s legal representative for thi
use of the beneficiaries; and he countenances the inclu
sion in that edition of two stories which, as he wel
knows, are not Mr. Wilde’s work at all. An oppor
tunity was offered him, on the publication of Mr
Dt sl B Vot e TP ot ahad caraitdtian nioh
M PIAIOIL SBM YIINYD) Y} ST [[3M SE SIYRINYD Pling
NOYS SISIUIOJUOIUON 3By} IYSIPP siy Ppassaidxd
JM ‘ssa13u0)) YoInyD) Y3 je sIaxeads 3yj JO U0 Isned
q pas1adins YONW AIdA ST 93103D5) 42ISUNMISI ] YT,

*£Ineaq S} JO JUNOIIE UO JSIA O} UMOUY UG
»a2 sey 2uo Lueg yorgm diysiom jo aoe|d o[3uls ou dA®Y ¥
3y} pue ¥suondald~anloqe Pyl £q ‘pamggsgp jou
. yolym pue[Suj Ul UMO} OU SI 2IY} ‘WAY} JO dWOS
> J}[B9M SHOULIOUd 91} JO 93ids U] ¢SJ09S IS[UIO]
100UON 9} WOJJ ‘[[B JO }sIiom ‘pue §s[punod ysired

—5 Kunod woJj Ppa3oadxa 3q 03 SI JeyM ‘[[13S ISIOAN

so131[edDIUNUI Y} WO} POadX? 9q 03 ST JeyM ‘SwSI[ep

TBA SPWWOd YaInyD) ¥} JI Mol sary 43y uey3
11129110JP  T0] 23S} 9JOWI YONUWI DPBY JABY O] JIAdU

R e it —

Octm. 1997
Mr. Riéﬁard Le Gallienne’s reputation for honesty, i

’
|

i

!
4

Quart

tch’s!

A New Home For

A Historic

« Waat,” 1 asked Mr. Bernard
Quaritch, “is the most valuable
literary treasure that could now
turn up ?”’

«(Qh,” he said, with a laugh,
¢« the manuscript of Shakespeare’s
¢ Hamlet’ would be worth some-
thing. We can hardly, I suppose,
hope to find that of the Penta-
teuch.”

“Can we,” it was next put to
Mr. Quaritch, “have any hope of
ever coming upon a manuscript
by Shakespeare—anything in his
hand ¢ ”

“«Well,” he answered, “one
never can tell what time may
bring to light in the way of old
manuscripts and rare editions.
There cannot be a definite hope of
a Shakespeare manuscript being
found, because there is really
nothing to support such an expec-
tation; but, you know, hope springs
eternal. If any Shakespeare MSS.
did happen to be lying away, the

most natural places for them would,
no doubt, be the Midlands of his
nativity, and London, where he
lived for years. The last word

b

Bookshop

about literary treasures is that you
never can prophesy ; after being
lost for ages they may be discovered
in the most unlikely places. Just
think how the French Revolution
scattered the art and literary
valuables of France. In England
we have had no great upheaval
since Cromwell’s time,and archives
which have accumulated dust since
then may hold many a literary
relic — who knows?  Country
houses are the most likely deposi-
tories to which we must look for
¢finds,” whether manuscripts or
rare editions.  Gradually old
private libraries will come into the
market, or be arranged and cata-

logued, so, in either case, making.

us acquainted with their conten‘ts.”

My talk with Mr. Quarchh
took place in his famous Piccadilly
shop, which wore—what is preva-
lent at this season—an air of
spring cleaning. But that was not
it. Mr. Quaritch is in process of
moving from Piccadilly to new
and more convenient premises in
Grafton Street, just off New Bond
Street, and it was this circumstance
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"M published in the virtuous State of New York.

THE AMERICAN EDITION OF OSCAR WILDE'S WORKS.,
TO THE EDITCR OF THE TIMES.

Sir,—I gladly accept Mr. Le Gallienne’s somewhat tardy
4’ claimer of responsibility for the contents of the circular
issued by Messrs, A: R. Keller and Co., announcing their
Complete Edition of Oscar Wilde's works. IfI committed a ny
€rror in speaking of ‘“ Mr. Lo Galliennc's edition ”’ I apolo-
gise. Whether my error was justified or not 1 leave the
readers of The Fimes to decide, especially those who have
also seen the prospectus in question. We speak of Malone's
Shakespeare, Speight’s Chaucer ; though these old-fashioned
editors took the precaution of reading what they were
supposed to be introducing to the public ; at least, they
would hardly have pleaded ignorance as to the contents of
the respeetive editions. To my perhaps Oriental views of
literature the Occidental doctrine of irresponsibility seems
to be carried rather far. In the prospectus we read :(—

LETTERS.—For the first time a collection of the letters of Wilde ig
presented to the publie, a number of them in facsimile. . . . Those
who study character through chiregraphy will be greatly interested in
these reproductions, and all readers will value the contents of the
letters for the light they throw on Wilde's personality. Wilde was
most brilliant when most careless, and Lis letters comprise some of his
finest epigrams.

Mine are the italics. May I ask to whom the letters are
addressed ? Was it unreasonable for me to assume that Mr,
| Le Gallienne bad read letters which throw light on Wilde's
personality, letters announced as one of the features of an
edition to which he was writing the introduction 2 I know
of only one instance in which a distinguished man took the
precaution of copyrighting his private letters in his own life~

| countrymen better than Wilde. English letter writers trust ‘
perhaps unwisely, to the honour of their correspendents,

Messrs. Keller's edition is said to contain The Duchess
of Padua and Vera ; neither of these has hecn published
except in German ; they were privately printed for

i
f
i
4
é,.,.;;me; ‘but Mr. Whistler knew tho natural habits of T
%i
!
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stage purposes in America, and therefobe ‘their publication
ag &

« | without reference to the author’!z&epr’é!on%a ive is, I should

‘| imagine, a breach even of American copyright law. A serip
{of A4 Florentine Tragedy also announced can only have
| been obtained by questionable means in this country ; it is
also unpublished. Perhaps Messrs. Kellor's edition of this
play and The Duchess of Padua are merely prose transla-
tions from the German, in which case they are spurious and
not by Oscar Wilde. I may be wronging them unintentionally,

Mr. Le Gallienne, who has now had ample time to discover
these circumstances, has no fault to find with those who have
| econferred upon. him the honour of a spurious Oxford educa-
| tion. * It is but natural,” he thinks, that American publishers
| should take advantage of an author’s carelessness. . * You are
\ ertainly very natural in America,” says Lord Canterville in

ge of Wilde’s stories, I venture to think, however, that it
was rather careless of Mr. Le Gallienne not to have made
himself acquainted with the publisher’s intentions and rather
| lamboyant plans. In certain American States I am told lifg

- | is insufliciently protected ; that does not seem to me an excuse

‘| for murder.

Mr. Le Gallienne says truly that * when a man is fighting
it is as well that he should know what he is fighting about.”’
A 1am fighting, Sir, if that is the right expression, for the
eeling of indignant protes(;) against what is a violation of the
rights of Wilde’s family, a Violation of the rights of Messrs.
Methuen, the aceredited literary agents for the Wilde estate.
Still more, Tam fighting for Wilde's literary reputation, which
is being again jeopardized by the attribution to him of
{ spurious works, one of which I can bardly imagine beir;{:’;~

Mr. Le Gallienne'’s admirers, among whom I eount myself,
will note with regret his endorsement of a disreputable pro-
ceeding ; and I scarcely think the late Mr, Robert Louis
Stevenson, or any former editor of the “ beautiful old
Academy,” would have hesitated to condemn that which I
believe is condemned by all honourable men of letters on hoth
sides of the Atlantic ; at all events, I ask them to judge.

I Your obedient servant,

ROBERT ROSS.
15, Vicarage-gardens, Kensington, W., Oct. 4.

1’ The only objection which could be made to Mr. Ross’s
[ letter to last Saturday’s Times on the subject of the com-
plete edition of Oscar Wilde’s work, which Mr, Richard
le Gallienne is about to bring out in America, is that it is
scarcely strong enough and does not perhaps make clear
man who has no acquaintance with the
trageous nature of Mr. le Gallienne’s inten-
in plain English it amounts to this: Mr. le
lom tike .American papers describe as an ¥ old

Oxford chum” of Wilde’s, ignoring the fact that Wilde
was twenty years older than Mr, le Gallienne, and that the
latter never was at Oxford or any other uni
poses to edit and contribute a
edition of Wilde’s works, which will includ
which he well knows were not written by Wilde. By so
be causing a grave injury to the literary
the man whose friend he claims to have
been, and he will also be robbing that man’s children
surely and as literally as if he had broken into th

facts the ou
tions. Put
Gallienne (w

doing he will
reputation of

dwelling and
Who,” Mr. le

clerk in Liverpool, * abandoned
He has now, apparently,

for business of

to the ordinary

Jd, §' oy |

Mr. Richard Le Gallienne’s reputation for honesty,
decency, and literary judgment would have been better
served by silence than by the letter he publishes in The
Times Literary Supplement of Thursday last. In a

letter to that journal on June 28th Mr. Robert Ross,.

executor of Mr. Oscar Wilde and editor of the forth-
coming authorised edition of his works, accused Mr.
Le Gallienne of intending to edit and contribute a pre-
| face to a pirated edition of Mr. Wilde’s works to he
published by a New York firm of piratical publishers.
Mr. Le Gallienne replies that he is not to edit it; heis
merely to contribute the preface. In the same spirit

was the reply

of the girl who, on being accused of

having an illegitimate baby, replied that it was only a

little one.

Mr. Le Gallienne’s defence is a quibble. The cheque

he receives for

the preface will probably be smaller thar

the cheque he would have received for editing.”” Hi:

responsibility

is not for that reason appreciably

lessened. 'He lends his notorious name to :
stolen edition of Mr. Wilde’s copyright works
for which, as he well knows, no royalty wil

be paid to th

use of the beneficiaries; and he countenances the inclu.
sion in that edition of two stories which, as he wel

e author’s legal representative for thi

knows, are not Mr. Wilde’s work at all. An oppor:

tunity was offered him, on the publication of Mr

Robert Ross’s
still be his for
dissociating' hi

flagrantly dishonest proceeding. He has preferred tc
pocket his gains and take refuge behind an unusuall;
paltry quibble.

With the separate sentences of his letter there is 1
call to deal.” That he was ignorant of the statement
made in the prospectus we can well believe; had h
known of them, common prudence would have coun
selled him to contradict them at once, since not evej.
the American public was likely to be gulled into believ
ing Mr. Le Gallienne an Oxford man. But there ig
one quibble, contained in the last sentences of his letter
!i ' which needs exposure. The American publishers, h§

—writes, would be glad to know tq whom they cal

pay a royalty

would be kind enough to inform them in the interest o
Mrs. Wilde’s children, or, shall T say, his ¢ executor’?’
The answer is, To no one. Mr. Le Gallienne, as hi
last sentence proves, knew perfectly well that Mr. Ros
is Mr. Wilde’s executor. Why did he not tell thy

pirates, whose

knew the owners of the property ,and that the owners

consent must

touched? Even if the offer were sincere, what othe

“freebooter
himself cleared
of the thing he

had seized ?

letter, to defend what reputation migh
pecuniary probity and critical power b:
mself at once and with decision from :

on their editions. “ Perhaps Mr. Ros

booty he proposes to share, that h
be obtained before that property wa

would have the impudence to conside
by an offer of a percentage on the val

Jissen Wom:

versity) pro-
preface to a pirated
e two stories

as
eir
stolen their plate. According to *Who's |
Gallienne, when he ceased to be a bank- |
business for literature.” §
decided to abandon literature §
the most disreputable and dishonest kind, |
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A New Home For

A Historic

“WHhaT,” I asked Mr. Bernard
Quaritch, “is the most valuable
literary treasure that could now
turn up ?

“Oh,” he said, with a laugh,
“the manuscript of Shakespeare’s
¢ Hamlet’ would be worth some-
thing. We can hardly, I suppose,
hope to find that of the Penta-
teuch.”

“Can we,” it was next put to
Mr. Quaritch, “have any hope of
ever coming upon a manuscript
by Shakespeare—anything in his
hand ”

“Well,” he answered, “one
never can tell what time may
bring to light in the way of old
manuscripts and rare editions.
There cannot be a definite hope of
a Shakespeare manuscript being
found, because there is really
nothing to support such an expec-
tation; but, you know, hope springs
eternal. If any Shakespeare MSS.
did happen to be lying away, the
most natural places for them would,
no doubt, be the Midlands of his
nativity, and London, where he
lived for years. The last word

b

Bookshop

about literary treasures is that you
never can prophesy ; after being
lost for ages they may be discovered
in the most unlikely places. Just
think how the French Revolution
scattered the art and literary
valuables of France. In England
we have had no great upheaval
since Cromwell’s time,and archives
which have accumulated dust since
then may hold many a literary
relic— who knows?  Country
houses are the most likely deposi-
tories to which we must look for
¢finds,” whether manuscripts or
rare editions.  Gradually old
private libraries will come into the
market, or be arranged and cata-
logued, so, in either case, makmg,
us acquainted with their conten.ts.
My talk with Mr. Quanfch
took place in his famous Piccadilly
shop, which wore—what is preva-
lent at this season—an air of
spring cleaning. But that was not
it. Mr. Quaritch is in process of
moving from Piccadilly to new
and more convenient premises in
Grafton Street, just off New Bond
Street, and it was this circumstance
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