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mother changed to the most frightful of step-
mothers just at the moment when she should
have been proudest of her children. Was the
Chureh the mother of science when she burned
Bruno and imprisoned Galileo? Was she the
}rﬁmlwr of liberty when she inspired the mas-
sacre of St. Bartholomew, lit the fires of Smith-
field, and manned the Armada?

r * * * -

There is a question-—the fruitful parent of
many questions—to which I am still awaiting
an answer which any advocate of the Roman
Church would also eonsider satisfactory—how
to explain the wvevolt of Northern Europe
against the Roman dominion. If the Church
was all that her defenders would have us be-
Heve, such a revolt would have been impos-
i sible.’ Men need a reason for revolt—what

family ever rebelled against the rule of a

truly wise and tender parent? If there is one
{ political axiom which is eternally and un-
i shakably true it is that rebellion is always
[ just. The secular miracle of humanity is, not
i its ‘intolerance of wrong, but its infinite
{ patience under oppression, until oppression
I becomes literally and absolutely unendurable.
{t Tell me that a family, a crew, a regiment, the
'population of a State, or any other thinkable
‘polity, has . revolted against its parent, its
officer, or its ruler, and my mind is fixed, my

verdict given. To ask me to believe that mil-
{lions of sane men preferred death on the battle-
field or at the stake to the mild rule of a
beneficent Church is to insult my common
sense. You tell us,; on the same page from
which I have already quoted, that © you have
read a little kistory.” Let me suggest to you
that you might read a little more.

—

L3 * *® * * L

It is a most interesting and a most puzzling
question, to which anything like a complete
and final answer +s, T fear, impossible, what
proportion of the beauty and saintliness of cer-
fain characters those characters owed to the
ereeds in which they happened to be trained.
My own belief—which I offer merely as a pious
apinion, and by no means insist upon as an
article of dogma—is, that the influence of creed
on character has been grossly exaggerated.
Francig of Assisi and Francis of Sales were
pure and noble types of humanity, not because
they were Christians, but because they were—
Francis of Assisi and Francis of Sales. To
use an expressive American c¢ollogquialism,
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“they were built like that,” just’ as the
Buddha was. People of your way of thinking
are a little too apt to speak of moral and
social virtue as if they were the inventions of
your Church, as if they were monopolised by
the members of your Church, and as if the
acceptance of the dogmas of that CHurch was
the only means by which men could arrive at
them. I do ot find this view borne out by
such historical documents as have fallen in
my way. Philip of Spain, the Royal cad who
inspired and paid for the murder of William
the Silent, and Balthasar Gérard, the assassin
who shot him, were both devout and unques-
tioning believers. I don’t know whether the
Church has yet canonised the Duke of Alva,
buat I never heard of anybody, contemporary
or historian, who has dared to cast a doubt
upon his orthodoxy. As a matter of fact, you
no more describe a man’s mind or soul by say-
ing that he is a Christian, a Buddhist, or a
Moslem than by saying that he has blue eyes,
black hair, or a wart on his nose.
P S * * %

Frankly, " Orthodoxy,” judged in the only
fair or even possible fashion—by the standard
of excellence you have established by your
previous work—is but a poor performance. If
tha faith at which you have arrived is indeed
a living influence, it will before long inspire
something vastly better.aIn hope whereof,
believe me, ete.,

HENRY MURRAY.
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T tﬁ{;g?i “he appreciation with which the
new edition of his works has beer” greeted
as given the lie to his owil epigram. It is
~ contradiction’ which would have gratified
the author. No one liked praise better

an Wildé, unless it was his literary ex-
‘ffgf:rmend of mine, a friend of Wilde's,
.-"-WX'Ote 1o me the other day criticising
| somewhat severely Messrs. Methuen and
- myself for our methods in' launching
‘ihe new edition, and he added that we
| knew nothing of publishing. I cannot
rns‘peak for my friend, Mr. Methuen, but
. may say in the eight years in whieh I
. have pusied myself with Wilde’'s literary
‘and drdiatic copyrights T can boast of a
 yery eonsiderable knowledge of literary
{and dramatic property; a point which I
h.;;m;nk will be confirmed by my ever pa-
E«%‘i‘eﬂ‘t solicitor who is here this evening.
%‘{e laws of¢bankruptcy 1 confess never

5 have mastered. So far as I can make
‘put the copyrights of an author in bank-
ruptey  belong to everyone except his
wreditors, his family or his literary exec-

| utor for forty years, or the temper of

 the official receiver, whichever lasts
longer.
‘ GERMANY SAVED WILDE'S FAME

- “And now I want to remove from your
f'gﬂnds some 'possibly false impressions.
| 10i{3t, that T was responsible for the pay-
. ment of Wilde's debts. It was Germany
 which performed that feat, the bulk of
em was paid by the receipts of the
@erman performances of his plays, chief-
ly “Salome,’ long before, let me add, Dr.
| Strauss had-set music to the words. And
‘it was Dr. Max Meyerfeld of Berlin who
}pel‘suaded ine, as I have explained else-
| where, to publish ‘De Profundis,’ so that
"I may say with truth that Oscar Wilde's
“regenerated reputation was madde in Ger-
‘many, I must confess—and those who
'know me as an esmouser of unpopular
i’ but never lost causes will not be sur-
_ prised—I must confess to being a pro-
i.,Ge’rman. You must not be offended be-
‘cause you will' remember that Shak-
| speare’s repufation was made In Ger-
smany. So when the gredt invgsion comes
T fear that, emulating the Roman poet, I
' shall be found under my shield in a bul-
'a;let-proof coat made by Dr. Jaeger, at an
_equal distance from contending armies.
" “] own to being a lover of the country
iwhose literature I can only appreciate in
| translations; like many others, born in
| France, my heart is on the other side of
| the Rhine. Yet I suspect that most of
"‘ug at moments are all pro-Germans when
" we think of the great nation which gave
to Europe Durer, Holbemy Goethe, Heine,
chopenhauer; - Nietzsche and Gerard
yuptmann, and that modern drama
which has become the most living and
amatic force in Europe; therefore you
“must forgive me on account also of the
country -which ,made Oscar Wilde not a
‘}'European name but an English name
‘that is- famous in three continents. His
lays arc performed not only in every
‘Buropean language,  in Yiddish in_the
ewish quarter .of New York, but Chinese
nd Russian translations .of - ‘The  Soul

. bazaars of Nijni. Novgorod.

‘of Man under Sociallsm” are sold in the:
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7 ' THE FRIENDS OF WILDE

(“And . the second wrong impression which .
‘1T wish to remove from ‘the minds not only
of my  personal friends but ssme of my
unknown friends, is the impression. that
Wilde during his last years possessed only
one friend; namely, myself. There were
.many others who were not only better
friends, but in a position to give him more
material assistance than I was able to do
at the time. 'Some ' 0f their names aré
known to, you. §‘ome of them are here this
‘evening, I am glad to say.. Others pre-
ferred and. prefer to remain anonymous.
It is only .accident which made me the
symbol of their .friendship, and without
their assistance Wilde could’ not  have
passed the many happy hours which he
enjoyed so much even during the last act-
ual year of his life. Without the assist-
.ance and friendship .of these ard others I
could mnever have achieved what I have
done. I would like to mention especially,
if it is not an indiscretion, Mr. Frank Har-
ris, Mr. Robert Sherard, Mr. and Mrs. Dal-
housie Young, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Clif-
ton, Mr. and Mrs. Rothenstein, Mr. Regi-
nald Turner, Mr. More Adey, Mr. Charles
Ricketts, Mr. Arthur Humphreys, Mr. and
Mrs. Stannard, the late Mr, Fritz Thau-
low, who, with Mme. Thaulow, showered
kindness on Wilde, anf@ many, many oth-
ers. And may I mention thes names of
three other persons who never knew Wilde,
perhaps the three most important of all to
whom this dinner should really have, been
given—Mr. Methuen, Mr. Stewart Mason,
and my solicitor, Mr. Holman. Again, I
cannot resist mentioning the chivalry of
Mr. John Lane in lightening a very heavy
burden by not pressing his cl®ims on cer-
tain of Wilde’s copyrights in order to make
the edition possible; so you see that the
«weritable amphitryons are not always the
amphitryons who get the dinner. It would
be affectation as it would be ungracious on
my part {T I ignored the fact that there are
personal friends of mine who were not
personal frf¥nds of Wilde or even, perhaps,
. admirers of his work, present here this
evening; may I thus thank them for pay-
ing a double tribute to the memory of my !
other friend, Oscar Wilde? ;

“So I -must only thank someone who
with the-cowardly generosity character-
istic of anonymity sent me a few days
ago two thousand pounds to place a
suitable monuyment to Oscar Wilde at
Pére la Chaise. The condition of the

| gift is not one to which I have certainly

any objection—the condition is that the
work should be darried out by the bril-
liant young sculptor, Mr, Jacob Epstein,
from whom Sir Charles Holroyd has al-
ready prophesied great things. May I
take that generous gift and your hos- |
pitality this evening as symbols that in |
after years it will be my privilege to
boast that I was the occasion, though
never the cause, of giving back to Oscar
Wilde's children the laurels of their
distinguished father untarnished save by
tears.”
WALKLEY ‘AND HARRIS SPEAK
Mjss Gertrude Kingston, the talented

actress, - who is -starting the “Little
Theatre” in London, an emulation of the
“Grand Guignol” of Paris, proposed the
toast of “Modern Drama,” to which Wil-
liam Archer responded.” "To Mr. A. B.
WalKley, the dramatic critic of the
Times, fell the task of proposing “Litera-
ture.” Mr. Walkley dwelt at some length

{upon the naturalness of Oscar Wildes

portrayal of society life as compared

; with that of all our present dramatists, .
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‘Bruno and imprisoned Galileo? Was she the
Lmother of liberty when she ingpired the mas-
L sacre of St. Bartholomew, lit the fires of Smith-
‘field, and manned the Armada?
S * * * * *

. There is a question—the fruitful parent ot
many questions—to which I am still awaiting
an answer which -any advocate of the Roman
Church would also eonsider satisfactory—how
to explain the wpevolt of Northern KEurope
against the Roman dominion. If the Chureh
was all that her defenders would have us be-
lieve, such a revolt would have been impos-
i sible.” Men need a reason for revolt—what
t family ever rebelled against the rule of a
truly wise and tender parent? If there is one
{ political axiom which is eternally and un-
{ shakably true it is that rebellion is always
[ just. The secular miracle of humanity is, not
"jts intolerance of wrong, but its infinite
i patience under oppression, until oppression
{ becomes literally and absolutely unendurable.
' Tell me that a family, a crew, a regiment, the
population of a State, or any other thinkable
‘polity, has revolted against its parent, its
| officer, or its ruler, and my mind is fixed, my
{ verdict given. To ask me to believe that mil-
{ lions of sane men preferred death on the battle-
[ field or at the stake to the mild rule of a
beneficent Church is to insult my comamon
sense. You tell us, on the same page from
which I have already quoted, that “ you have
read a little Listory.” T.et me suggest to you
that you might read a little more.

- * L * * »-

It is a most interesting and a most puzzling

your Church, as if they were monopolised by
the members of your Church, and as if the
acceptance of the dogmas of that CHurch was
the only means by which men could arrive at
them. I do 1ot find this view borne out by
such historical documents as have fallen in
my way- Philip of Spain, the Royal cad who
inspired and paid for the murder of William
the Silent, and Balthasar Gérard, the assassin
who shot thim, were both devout and unques-
tioning believers. I don’t know whether the
Church has yet canonised the Duke of Alva,
but I never heard of anybody, contemporary
or historian, who has dared to cast a doubt
upon his orthodoxy. As a matter of fact, you
no more describe a man’s mind or-soul by say-
ing that he is a Christian, a Buddhist, or a
Moslem than by saying that he has blue eyes,
black hair, or a wart on his nose.
* a* * *» *

Frankly, “ Orthodoxy,” judged in the only
fair or even possible fashion—by the standard
of excellence you have established by your
previous work—is but a poor performance. 1f
the faith at which you have arrived is indeed |
a living influence, it will before long inspire
something vastly better.oIn hope whereof,
believe me, etes, 3
HENRY MURRAY.
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Il guestion, to which anything like a complete
il and final answer ss, 1 fear, impossible, what
proportion of the beauty and saintliness of cer-
tain characters those characters owed to the

| | the purpose of erecting a momument to Oscar Wilde at his
|
{{-ereeds in which they happened to be trained.
i
|

grave in Pere la Chaise Ceme: Paris, i

| was t_ha.t the commission shout:lac;y ,be givenotgel;.;n?::t:
| Epstein, the sculptor. The firss project was a statue of !
| the poet, but ultimately a symbolical |

: figure was accepted. |
My own belief—which I offer merely as a pious ' :‘he w:;k 1s now completed and will be on exhibition forf
_apinion, and by no means insist upon as an ’innﬁ: fo::;; 7025 SI:YD‘:-WPI, Chelsea. The monument is |
article of dogma—is, that the influence of creed l the sense of Pemnalgfg'm:lnnfzio;: m fashio;, and
on character has been grossly exaggerated. great simplicity. In its position pear the top of Zgz’h&;“."!
¥rancig of Assisi and Francis of Sales were ;Fv‘:"? _the huge memorial will be wonderfully N:f
pure and noble types of humanity, not because Wood qm‘;ﬁems, Dil,"f y;ﬂ;e’ bln;ozlég ajxmestgna from Hopton |
they were Christians, but because they were— the purpose of outdoor stathary, admirably suited for |
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i = ,. /|Strange Objection by Officials
| of Pere Lachaise.

» “] The Oscar Wilde monum

T : ent, the

R O RS of :tllr Jacob Epstein, which 'iirrive; orz;lf

| I ient_{. in Paris, has met with ecurious
i L:: l:aliz g.:om the conservator of Pere

; i 5‘}Pr}l'1¢d- metery, where the author is

: ie”eﬂicia.l asserts

1Inora!, and demands that it be modified.

! n his attitn i
Profect of the Seine,® “"PPOTted by the
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10T, 1 e remom
saw the~work when it was on tl{b:ﬁ::' '!ilr?

About three years ago a lady gave £2,000 forI

! “I own to being a lover of the country

ecutor. :
“ua fwlend of mine, a friend of Wilde’s,
wrote ‘to ‘me the other day criticising
‘omewhat severely Messrs. Methuen and
. myself for our methods in' launching
‘the new edition, and he added that we
| knew nothing of publishing. I cannot
| speak for my friend, Mr. Methuen, but
. [ may say in the eight years in which I
have busied myself with Wilde’s literary
and drdmatic copyrights I can boast of a
{”'ery considerable knowledge of literary
‘and dramatic property; a point which I
jnk will be confirmed by my ever pa-
?be’.‘t solicitor who is here this evening.
P&jﬁe laws ofebhankruptcy I confess never

b

o have mastered. So far as I can make
ut the copyrights of an author in bank-
yruptey ” belong to everyone except his

reditors, his family or his literary exec-
| utor fow forty years, or the temper of
the official receiver, whichever Ilasts
longer.
| GERMANY SAVED WILDE'S FAME

- “And now I want to remove from your
‘minds some 'possibly false impressions.
Ji{St, that T was responsible for the pay-
“ment of Wilde's  debts. 1t was Germany
which performed that feat, the bulk of
em was ' paid by the receipts of the
‘@erman performances of his plays, chief-
‘ly ‘Salome,” long before, let me add, Dr.
. Strauss had-set music to the words. And
it was Dr. Max Meyerfeld of Berlin who
‘persuaded e, as I have explained else-
here, to publish ‘De Profundis,’ so that
‘may say with truth that Oscar Wilde's
‘regenerated reputation was madde in Ger-
any, 1 must confess—and those who
now me as an esmouser of unpopular
but never lost causes will not be sur-
. prised—I must confess to being a pro-
. German. You must not be offended be-

i cause you will' remember that Shak-
_speare’s reputation was made In Ger-
jgmany. So when the great invgsion comes

&?I’"‘fea.r that, emulating the Roman poet, I
k:’.iﬂiall be found under my shield in a bul-
let-proof coat made by Dr. Jaeger, at an
" equal distance from contending armies.
‘whose literature I can only appreciate in
F;ﬁans}rations_; like many others, born in
| France, my heart is on the other side of
i \'the Rhine. Yet I suspect that most of
‘us at moments are all pro-Germans when
~ we think of the great nation which gave
’\,léq Europe Durer, Holbelny Goethe, Heine,
'S hopenhauer,  Nietzsche and Gerard
auptmann, and that modern drama
hich has become the most living and
amatic force in Europe; therefore you
st forgive me on account also of the
country -which made Oscar Wilde not a
European-~name but an English name
' that is.famous in three continents. His
‘plays are performed not only in every
uropean language, - in Yiddish in the
Jewish quarter .of New York, but Chinese
‘and Russian translations of - ‘The: Soul
of Man under Socialism™ are sold in the:

{

one friend; namely, myself. There were
,many others who were not only better
friends, but in a position to give him more
material assistance than I was able to do
at the time. 'Some' 0f their ‘names are
known to, you. ome of them are here this
‘evening, I am glad to say. Others pre-
ferred and. prefer to remain anonymous.
It is only .accident which made me the
symbol of ‘their friendship, and without
their assistance Wilde could’ not have
passed the many happy hours which he
enjoyed so much even during the last act-

| ual year of his life. Without the assist-

.ance and friendship .of these ard others I
could never have achieved what I have
done, I would like to mention especially,
if it is not an indiscretion, Mr. Prank Har-
ris, Mr. Robert Sherard, Mr. and Mrs. Dal-
housie Young, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur. Clif-
ton, Mr. and Mrs. Rothenstein, Mr. Regi-
nald Turner, Mr. More Adey, Mr. Charles
Ricketts, Mr. Arthur Humphreys, Mr. and
Mrs. Stannard, the late Mr. Fritz Thau-
low, who, with Mme. Thsulow, showered
kindness on Wilde, and§ many, many oth-
ers. And may I mention the. names of
three other persons who never knew Wilde,
‘perhaps the three most important of all to
whom this dinner should really have been
given—Mr. Methuen, Mr. Stewart Mason,
and my solicitor, Mr. Holman. Again, I
cannot resist mentioning the chivalry of
Mr. John Lane in lightening a very heavy
burden by not pressing his cl®ims on cer-
tain of Wilde’s copyrights in order to make
the edition possible; so you see that the
“veritable amphitryons are not always the
amphitryons who get the dinner. It would
be affectation as it would be ungracious on
my part it I ignored the fact that there are
‘personal friends of mine who were not
personal fr#nds of Wilde or even, perhaps,
cadmirers of his work, present here this
evening; may I thus thank them for pay-
ing a double tribute to the memory of my
other friend, Oscar Wilde? 2

“So I-must only thank someone who
with the cowardly generosity character-
istic of anonymity sent me a few days
ago two thousand pounds to place a
suitable monuyment to Oscar Wilde at
Pére la Chalise. The condition of the
| gift is not one to which I have certainly
any objection—the condition is that the
work should be carried out by the bril-
liant young sculptor, Mr. Jacob Epstein,
from whom Sir Charles Holroyd has al-
ready prophesied great things. May 1
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after years it will be my privilege to

take that generous gift and your hos- |

boast that I was the occasion, though |

never the cause, of giving back to Oscar
Wilde's children the laurels of their
distinguished father untarnished save by
tears.”
WALKLEY AND HARRIS SPEAK

Mjss Gertrude Kingston, the talented
actress, - who is -starting the ‘“Little
Theatre” in London, an emulation of the
“Grand Guignol” of Paris, proposed the
toast of “Modern Drama,” to which Wil-
liam Archer responded.” "To Mr. A. B.
Walkley, the dramatic critic of the
Times, fell the task of proposing “Litera-
ture.”” Mr. Walkley dwelt at some length
{upon the naturalness of Oscar Wildes
i portrayal of society life as compared

¢ with that of all our present dramatists, .
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mother changed to the most frightful of step-
mothers just at the moment when she should
‘have been proudest of her children. Was tho
L Chureh the mother of science when she burned
L Bruno and imprisoned Galileo? Was she the
‘miother of liberty when she ingpired the mas-
sacre of St. Bartholomew, lit the fires of Smith-
';w, ‘and manned the Armada?

R * * * -

There is a question—the fruitful parent of
‘many questions—to which I am still awaiting
an answer which any advocate of the Roman
Church would also eonsider satisfactory—how
to explain the wrevolt of Northern Kurope
against the Roman dominion. If the Church
was all that her defenders would have us be-
lieve, such a revolt would have been impos-
isible.  Men need a reason for revolt—what
ffamily ever rebelled against the rule of a
I truly wise and tender parent? If there is one
political axiom which is eternally and un-
| chakably true it is that rebellion is always
| just. The secular miracle of humanity is, not
its intolerance of wrong, but its infinite
patience under oppression, .until oppression
bhecomes literally and absolutely uneundurable.
Fell me that a family, a crew, a regiment, the
= ation of a State, or any other thinkable
_polity, has revolted against its parent, its
_officer, or its ruler, and my mind is fixed, my
| verdict given. To ask me to believe that mil-
| lions of sane men preferred death on the battle-
il field or at the stake to the mild rule of a
" beneficent Church. is to insult my common
sense. You tell us; on the same page from
| which I have already quoted, that © you have
| read a little Eistory.” ILet me suggest to you
that you might read a little more.

L - * * -

| Tt is a most interesting and a most puzzling
- question, to which anything like a complete
_and final answer s, T fear, impossible, what

proportion of the beauty and saintliness of cer:
| $ain characters those characters owed to the
_creeds in which they happened to be trained.
My own belief—which I affer merely as a pious

article of dogma—is, that the influence of creed
on character has been grossly exaggerated.
Francis of Assisi and Francis of Sales were
pure and noble types of humanity, not because

Francis of Assisi and Francis of Sales. To

jon, and by no means insist upon as an |

|ithey were Christians, bub because they were— |

[! use an expressive American colloguialism,
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“they were built like that,” just® as the
Buddha was. People of your way of thinking
are a little too apt to speak of moral and
social virtue as if they were the inventions of
your Church, as if they were monopolised by
the members of your Church, and as if the
acceptance of the dogmas of that CHurch was
the only means by which men could arrive at
them. I do ot find this view borne out by
such historical documents as have fallen in
my way. Philip of Spain, the Royal cad who
inspired and paid for the murder of William
the Silent, and Balthasar Gérard, the assassin
who shot him, were both devout and unques-
tioning believers. I don’t know whether the
Church has yet canonised the Duke of Alva,
but I never heard of anybody, contemporary
or historian, who has dared to cast a doubt
upon his orthodoxy. As a matter of fact, you
no more describe a man's mind or soul by say-
ing that he is a Christian, a Buddhist, or a
Moslem than by saying that he has blue eyes,
black hair, or a wart on his nose.
A S

Frankly, © Orthodoxy,” judged in the only
fair or even possible fashion—by the standard

of excellence you have established by your
| previous work—is but a poor performance. If

tha faith at which you have arrived is indeed |
a living influence, it will before long inspire
something vastly better.~In hope whereof,
believe me, ete., a
HENRY MURRAY.
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About three years ago a lady gave £2,00(

| the purpose of erecting a monument to Oscar Wilde
grave in Pere la Chaise Cemetery, Paris, One con
3wa.s_t.hn.t the commission should be given to Mr.
Epstein, the sculptor. The first project was a stat;
the poet, but ultimately a symbolical figure was acee
The work is now completed and will be on exhibitio
a month at 72, Cheyne-walk, Chelsea, The monum
in the form of a fignre winged in Assyrian fashion
the sense of personal force and movement is conveyed
great simplicity. In its position near the top of the fa
egmm:{ the huge memorial will be wfsmu
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‘About three years ago a lady gave £2,000 for

| the purpose of erecting a monument to Oscar Wilde at his
' grave in Ptre la Chaise Cemetery, Paris. One condition
was that the commission should be given to Mr. Jacob
Epstein, the sculptor. The first project was a statue of !
the poet, but ultimately a symbolical figure was accepted.
The work is now completed and will be on exhibition for
a month at 72, Cheyne-walk, Chelsea. The monument is
in the form of a fignre winged in Assyrian fashion, and
the sense of personal force and movement is conveyed with,
great simplicity. In its position near the to) of the famous
ey e Unier R
sive. It i GhIsCHS & bl m Hopton
Wood quarries, Derbyshire, material admirably suited for !
the purpose of outdoor statwary. :
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|Strange Objection by Officials
of Pere Lachaise.

“! The Oscar Wilde monument, the work
of Mr. Jacob Epstein, which arrived re-
cently in Paris, has met with ecurious
hostility. from the conmservator of Pére
Lachaise Cemetery, where the author is
buried.

This eofficial asserts that it /18 *im-|
moral,” and demands that it be modified. |
In his attitude he is supported by the
Prefect of the Seine. 2

heir attitude is difficult to understand,
for, as will be remomhered by those who
saw the work when it was on view in
| London, it represents a sphinx merely, and
no previous suggestion has been made of
any ansuitability.

When Mr, Epstein arrived at Pire
Lachaise early this week, it was to find his
wors not ouly enshrouded br tarpaulin,
but filled in with plaster. The latter he
with difficulty succeeded in getting re-
moved, but permission to remove the tar-
paulin covering was refused, and so it re-
mains,

Mr. Epstein, at a loss to understand the
official attitude, refuses to alter the monu-
ment in any way, while the Conservator,
on the other hand, insists on modification.

There can be little doubt but that actual
danger threatens the beautiful memorial,
and anxiety is felt by Mr. Epstein for the
{safety of his work. He is hopeful, how-
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Sthings MTh appreciation with which the
ew edition of his works has beern* greeted
given the lie to his owf epigram. It is
. contradiction’ which would have gratified
e author. No one' liked praise better
fan Wildé, unless it was his literary ex-

methodg  in' launching
and he added that we
| knew nothing of publishing. I cannot
! ; for my friend, Mr. Methuen, but
| [ may say in the eight years in whieh I
have busied myself with Wilde's literary
and drdwmatic copyrights T can boast of a
very considerable knowledge of literary
and dramatic property; a point which I
think will be confirmed by my ever pa-
tiert solicitor who is here this evening.
‘he laws of#bankruptcy 1 confess never
L./'j, ‘have mastered. So far as I can make
ut the copyrights of an author in bank-
Tuptey | belong to everyone except his
editors, his family or his literary exec-
tor fo@ forty years, or the temper of
official receiver, whichever lasts

GERMANY SAVED WILDE'S FAME

#And now I want to remove from Yyoum
inds some 'possibly false impressions.
i{st, that T was responsible for the pay-
ment of Wilde's debts. it was Germany
‘which performed that feat, the bulk of
them was paid by the receipts of the
German performances of his plays, chief-
‘ly “Salome,’ long before, let me add, Dr.
trauss had-set music to the words. And
was Dr. Max Meyerfeld of Berlin who
‘persuaded me, as I have explained else- |
here, to publish ‘De Profundis,’ so that |
may say with truth that Osecar Wilde's |
generated reputation was madde in Ger-
any, I must confess—and those who
Wknow me as an esmouser of unpopular
jut never lost causes will not be sur-
rised—I must confess to being a pro-
erman. You must not be offended be-
| cause you will - remember  that Shak-

“speare’s reputation was made in Ger-~
many. So when the great invgsion comes
'I fear that, emulating the Roman poet, I
shall be found under my shield in a bul-
" let-proof coat made by Dr. Jaeger, at an
equal distance from centending armies.
“I own to being a lover of the country
Uwhose literature I can only appreciate in
ranslations; like many others, born in
France, my heart is on the other side of
he Rhine. Yet I suspect that most of
us at moments are all pro-Germans when
we think of the great nation which gave
o Europe Durer, Holbelny Goethe, Heine,
| Schopenhauer, Nietzsche and Gerard
and that modern drama

dramatic force in Europe; therefore you
| .ust forgive me on account also of the
|l country -which made Oscar Wilde not a

|

| European.-name but an English name
i that is.famous in. three continents. His
1 ;}ays arc performed not only in every
«"i uropean language, in Yiddish in the
{e’;\;lsh quarter .of New York, but Chinese
{ uss tranglation £ *“The  Soul
MRS S iversitgaL.ibrary n e

bazaars of Nijni. Novgorod.
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1 wish to remove from 'the minds not only

unknown friends, is the impression. that
Wilde during his last years possessed only
‘one friend; namely, myself. There were
'many others who were not only better
friends, but in a position to give. him more
material assistance than I was able to do
at the time. 'Some ©Of their. names are
known to, you. Some of them are here this
‘evening, I am glad to say.. Others pre=
ferred and prefer to remain anonymous.
It is only accident which made me the
symbol of their . trlendship and without
their assistance Wilde could’ not have
. passed the many happy ‘hours which he
[ enjoyed so much even during the last act-
ual year of his life. Without the assist-
.ance and friendship .of these ard others I
"could never have achieved what I have
done. I would like to mention especially,
if it is not an indiscretion, Mr. Frank Har-
ris, Mr. Robert Sherard, Mr. and Mrs. Dal-
 housie Young, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Clif-
. ton, Mr. and Mrs. Rothenstein, Mr. Regi-
nald Turner, Mr. More Adey, Mr. Charles
Ricketts, Mr. Arthur Humphreys, Mr. and
Mrs. Stannard, the late Mr, Fritz Thau-
low, who, with Mme. Thaulow, showered
kindness on Wilde, an@ many, many oth-
ers. And may I mention the. names of
three other persons who never knew Wilde,
‘perhaps the three most important of all to
whom this dinner should really have, been
given—Mr. Methuen, Mr. Stewart Mason,
and my solicitor, Mr. Holman. Again, I
cannot resist mentioning the chivalry of
Mr. John Lane in lightening a very heavy
burden by not pressing his cl®ims on cer-
tain of Wilde’s copyrights in order to make
the edition possible; so you see that the
iyeritable amphitryons are not always the
amphitryons who get the dinner. It would
be affectation as it would be ungracious on
my part it I ignored the fact that there are
~personal friends of mine who were not
personal frf3nds of Wilde or even, perhaps,
. admirers of his work, present here this
evening; may I thus thank them for pay-
ing a double tribute to the memory of my
other friend, Oscar Wilde?

“So I must only thank someone who
with the cowardly generosity character-
istic of anonymity sent me a few days
ago two thousand pounds to place a
suitable monyment to Oscar Wilde at
Pére la Chaise. The condition of the
i gift is not one to which I have certainly
any objection—the condition is that the
work should be cdarried out by the bril-
liant young sculptor, Mr, Jacob Epstein,
from whom Sir Charles Holroyd has al-
ready prophesied great things. May x
take that generous gift and your hos-
pitality this evening as symbols that in

"And the second wrong impression which .

of my personal friends but some of my

| after years it will be my privilege to |

boast that I was the occasion, though |

never the cause, of giving back to Oscar
Wilde’s children the laurels of their

distinguished father untarnished save by |

tears.”
WALKLEY "AND HARRIS SPEAJa

Mjss Gertrude Kingston, the talented
actress,  who is -starting the T “Little
Theatre” in London, an emulation of the
“Grand Guignol” of Paris, proposed the
toast of ‘“Modern - Drama ” to which Wil-
liam Archer responded “To MRTA B
Walkley, the dramatic critic of the
Times, fell the task of proposing “Litera-
ture”” Mr. Walkley dwelt at some length

e e AT e

; with that of all our present’ dramatists,

|
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| 0SCAR WILDE REDIVIVUS

HONORS PAID HIS FRIEND AND
LITERARY EXECUTOR

A Dinner in London a Tribute to Robert
Ross, Who in the Face of Overwhelming
Odds Won His Battle ard Sold Enoug® |
of Wilde’s Works to Pay Off His Debts
—To Germany Is Due the Credit for
Recognizing “De Profundis” and “Sa-
lome,” and in General for the Restoration
of Wilde’s Fame—Some of the Details of
Mr. Ross’s Fight in the English Courts

BY DESDA CORNISH

It was: a d é'jedly briliant gather-
ing that I foun ! assembled on Dec. 1 at
‘the . Ritz “Hoter, in Piccadilly, to
do honor to Mr. Robert Ross, whose
efforts: have gone so far in Dpre-
serving the memory of* Oscar ‘Vﬂlde.
as a force in literature. Fashionable
‘and literary London was Twre, the guests
amounting to nearly two hundred. Sir
Martin - Conway was in .the chair, the
{ Duchess of Sutherland was on his right,
i'and among the guests were Sir Robert
{.Chalmers, €. B., head of the .Inland
Revenue; Herbert Trench, the poet, and
author: of *Apollo and the Seaman”;
Somerset Maugham, Oscar Bfowning, pro-
fessor of history at Cambridge, Dr. Henry
{ Head; Mrs. Scott, the wife of the explor-
er, as Miss Bruce well known as a sculp-
tor; Charles Ricketts and Charles Shan-
non, artists; Dr. and Mrs. Sprigge, the
doctor being the editor of the ‘“Lancet”;
Chalmers “Mitchell, secretary of the Zo-
ological Gardens; E. V. Lucas, the well-
known humorist and poet; Mabel Beards=
ley, the actress, and g§ster - of Aubrey
‘Beardsley; G. W. Brothero, editor of the
Quarterly Review; Cecil Smith, now di-
rector of the Albert and Viectoria Mu-
seum, late keeper of antiquities at "the
British Museum; Mrs. Frankau, the nov--
.elist, better known as Frank Danby; Mr. |
‘and Mrs. -Laurence Binyon, Robert H.
Sherard, Wilde’s biographer, with his
wife; W. W. Jacobs, with Mrs. Jacobs;
Walter Coa,teg_gohn T.ane, Mr. Methuen,
Claude Phillips, director of the Wallace
Collection; Sir Coleridge Kennard, Bart.,
{ Edmund Gosse, Lord @Grimthorpe, Lord
Howard de Walden, Max Beerbohm, Mrs.
"Ada Leverson, George Street, Roy Horn-
iman, F. W. Tancred, grandson of Mrs.
Hemans; H..Simpson, Reginald Turner,
novelist, and. Mrs. Belloc  Lowndes, the
sister of Hilaire Belloc.

Sir Martin Conway, after proposing the
king, announced that there were present
thirty-six Journalists and critics, five
.actors, eleven art connoisseurs, five Gov-
ernment  officials . (laughter), twenty au-
thors, four editors, twelve poets,. four
dramatists; seven artists, four publishers,
.four men of science and medicine,. two
.clergymen, four lawyers, and .many
.others whom - he “could not put into
“a. definite category.” (Much laugh-
| ter.) Mr.. H. . G ..Wells and Mr.
W. - Rothenstein, in submitting . the
health : of “Our Guest,” . said that
he stood -as the -emblem of social
courage. Mr. Ross had stood up for his
friend when the whole weight of public
‘opinion was ‘against him. . Thanks .to

" him they were able that night to cele- o

brate the publication of the poet’s works, -

M e

THE SPEECH OF MR. ROSS . .
"Mr. Ross, in responding, said: I eacg’
' attended a provincial performance of:
Wilde’s play “A Woman ‘of*No Impoy-

from Mr. Tree’s brilifant revival the cur-
tain in Act IIL, which falls oh the ex-|
clamation ‘of Mrs, Arbuthnot, “Don't
strike him, Gerald, he is your father.”
At this performance the manager—he
was an actor-manager—ifearing that the |

curtain would not sufﬂcienuy‘ "impress
the house, had instructed the leading ar.
tist to turn to ' the audience with hee

a situation’! Well, I feel somehow like
that manager. It is not your Kkindnesg
4n coming here this evening; it is not

who hadat last “come into his own.”

P R |

e - e W

your hospitality; it is not the honor’

! which so distinguished a company ‘have
conferred upon me that I feel to be in-4

adequate; it is that I am inadequate to
the occasion, I who am  the curtain
merely of a fifth act. Wilde said that
his was a drama which had last®d too
long—let me be careful that the curtain
shall not fall under that criticism. Vet
in the peculiar circumstances, my friends
and acquaintances, Wilde's friends and
admirers who are here this evenlng,»will
I think excuse the shyness which even g
naturally ‘gifted speaker such as I am
not might experience confronted with a -
similar situation. -
‘It was an eighteenth century poet

'who wrote words which I have re-.

membered from childhood; they are no
less appropriate today than they' ‘were
150 years ago: :

I hate the man who builds his name

On ruins of another’'s fame.

“I fear that all literary executors labor
under the suspicion of having done go.
Certainly I do, becausemo one beyond my
personal friends would have even heard
of me except for my administration of
Oscar Wilde's literary estate. I want to

be quite frank, so that you shall not think

that-I am under any delusions; or that I

1
regard myselfaas anything but an instru- |
ment; I have concentrated into eight years

what might have taken very much longer.

THE KIND-HEARTED OFFICIALS

“Yesterday evening it was exactly eight
years ago since Wilde died. A disciple of
Mr. Wells, I have always anticipated pos-
terity and never doubted for a sing‘le mo-
ment that time would readjust those small
and greater injustices which ethics pur-

. suing conduct inevitably impose upon art.

I did not, however, anticipate that I should
be so generously complimented for the ful-
filment of a promise which I made to my-
self at the deathbed of Oscar Wilde. I
was too cognizant of the complications
connected with his literary and dramatic
estate, though only half-conscious of their
extent. A kindhearted official atfythe Court
of Bankruptcy assured me in 1901, when
the creditors had received about 3 shillings
in the pounds sterling, that Wilde's works
were of no -value; and would, never com-~
mand any interest whatever. It was a less
kind successor who, with more enthusiasm.
relieved me of the first £1000 produced by
“De  Profundis.”” But the receipts from
the productions of Wilde's plays in Ger-
‘many, together with the first proceeds of
“De Profundis,”. had paid off all the Eng-
lish creditors in full, by the middle of 1906,
and there was even a, surplus to satisfy in
full French creditors in accordance with

Wilde's last wishes. You may thiftk it very

valgar of me to go into these details, but

_An all our hearts we value something which

_we know has a value. Wilde said we knew

| with perhaps

tance.” You may possibly remember

text was inadequate,” fearing" that ' the |

o

arms outstretched and to exclaim: ‘“What |

S
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Frank Harris the '

o L ceditor of “Vanity

hialr, responded by giving an impres-

ilc;,n‘;)lf V;Vildle as a speaker, very forci-
ustrating the brillianc

dead poet’'s repar ¥ b

reminiscences,

WHO MR. ROSS 18

I have just hag a conversation with
Robert Ross, who, by the way, i8 a well-
known art connoisseur, a director' of the
Carfax Art Gallery, and is also on the staff
of the Morning Post. e has undoubtedly
shown much cleverness in bringing Wilde’'s
%iterary e{state out of bankruptcy and made
It a paying concern in the comparatively
short period of eight years. He tells me
of his gratitude to Messrs. Johu W, Luce

& Co. for issuing the authorized co

; : pyright-
ed edition of Wilde's Works, they ‘having:
| arranged with Putnam, who hold the rights

of “De Profundis,” and ' Lippincott, who
hold the rights of “Dorian Grey.” For'a
long ?lme it has pained him ‘to think that
America has no authorized edition; -and
has had foisted upon it ‘not only »an
unauthorized version, but also spurious
work which Wilde never wrote. That those
spurious works should have received the
imprimatur of Mr. Ie Galliénne, “an old
friend of Oscar Wilde, has been an added

annoyance to Mr. Ross. The Le Galliénne -

edition not 'only contains false works by
Oscar Wilde, but a falsetext. His version
of “De Profundis” is merely a translation
from the German, Messrs. Putnam having
the only authorized version. ““The Duch-
ess of Padua’’ is issuied in the La Galllenne

{ edition in the form of a prose translation

from the German. ~The first wversion in
blank verse is to be issued by John W,
Luce & Co.. Mr. Ross tells me of his hopes

" of the new ‘edition insuring for‘ Oscar

Wilde the same appreciation in ‘America
that England has for Nathaniel ' Haw-
thorne, Edgar Allan Poe, Walt Whitman,
Henry James and other literary artists.

Oscar Wilde died bankrupt: in 1900: In"

1895,/the year of ' his imprisonment, the
bankruptcy amounted to £6000. In 1901
Mr. Ross made inquiries ag to the possi=
bilities of getting hold of the copyrights
which had been pirated in both England
and America, ‘and though he was not alc
lowed to handle them he was told they
were of: no value .whatever. ' The .credi-

{ tors had then been paid/two shillings in
the pound. In 1904, owing to the German °

performances of Wilde's plays, principal-
1y “Salome’” (not the opera) the éreditors
were being paid: 10 shillings in  ‘the

pound:.and four per cent interest. In

1905 Mr. Ross produced “De ‘Profundis”
which was an unprecedented “success: in-
England “and Germany. Three months:

after the publication, the official receiver

in bankruptcy, who ‘had told Mr. Ross
that Wilde's.-works were of no 'vdalue, oh-

.tained an order of court to seize the pro-

ceeds of the book, which at that moment,
upwards of three months gfter publica-
tion, amounted to -£1000 which Mr. Ross
had intended handing to Oscar Wilde’s
children.. Then followed the. loag -and
acrimonions correspondence bétween Mr.
Ross’s solicitor and the official recelver,
which lasted about a year. y

one or two exceptions, Mr,

tee by many personal-

2 R A A o g T PP I
THE LONG LEGAL BOUT WITH THE
GOVERNMENT ' 2 ;
+Mr. Ross then offered ‘the offictal re-
ceiver the following terms, that he, Ross,
would not go into Tlitigation  concern-
Ing the proceeds 'of “De Profundis,”” if he
;'would allow him to be the administrator
of Wilde's literary property on behalf of
the English crediiors, ‘ana when, as he
.boasted, he had paid off every English
creditor twenty shillings ‘in the pound
with the four per cent interest demanded
by the bankruptcy, that he, the officlal
receiver, should support his application
to the court of- bankruptey, -that ' ke
should be made administrator and exe-
cutor of Wiide’s literary estate for the
benefit of his children. * The official re-
I ceiver accepted these terms after much
|-needless expense and correspondence,
f but which one must however expect dt
| the hands of British officials. On August
14, 1906, Mr. Ross was appointed legal |
administrator and executor 'of Wilde's
literary estdte, which dppointment should
+have been made five years before. With-

;in  one ‘year all the English creditors

were pald twenty shillings in the pound
out of the receipts of Wilde's plays and
books, and there was a surplus sufficient
to satisfy the French creditors, whom
Wilde on his death bed had asked
Robert Ross to see paid in due time.
Since that date Mr. Ross has managed
the estate of the two ‘surviving children
“who live under another name. One of
the sons of Wilde is now a distinguished
officer in the English army and a famous
athlete. The younger son, who is only

at the Roman Catholic College of Stony-
hurst, and is now at Cambridge. He
shows a decided literary promise. Z

Mr. Ross appeared indignagt ~nd dis-
tressed at the foolish and vulgar reés-rts
appearing in an American newspaper, pur-
porting to say that Oscar Wilde still lives,
He died on Nov. 30, 1900, at the Hotel d’Al-*
sace, the only persons at his deathbed be-
ing Robert Ross, Reginald Turner and Du
Poirier, the proprietor of the hotel.

On the other hand, it is a source of enor-
mous gratification that people are begin-.
ning to appreciate Wilde in his-work. Mr.
- Ross appears to be deeply touched by the
people who have come to his dinner, but
cannot conceal his disappointment at the
absence of some of those younger men who
have helped in the lifting of Wilde's work
without any acknowledgment, and also at

the absence of some of those men who
were his contemporaries. il

‘the price of everything and the value of.

)
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twenty-two years of age, was educated
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'HONORS PAID HIS FRIEND 'AND
‘ LITERARY EXECUTOR

| SCAR WILDE RE

A Dinner in London a Tribute to Robert
" Ross, Who in the Face of Overwhelming

—To Germany Is Due the Credit for
Recognizing “De Profundis” and “Sa-
lome,” and in General for the Restoration
of Wilde’s Fame—Some of the Details of
Mr. Ross’s Fight in the English Courts

BY DESDA CORNISH

It was' a @ &jedly briliant gather-
ing that I foun ! assembled on Dec. 1 at
“the . Ritz “Hotet, in Piccadilly, to
‘do honor to Mr. Robert Ross, whose
efforts: have .gone so far in pre-
serving .the memory of° Oscar ‘_VV;lde,
. as a force in literature. Fashionable
‘and literary London was Twre, the guests
amounting  to nearly two hundred. Sir
{'Martin Conway was in .the chair, the
{ Duchess of Sutherland “was on his right,
and among the guests were Sir Robert
.Chalmers, C. B., head of the .Inland
| Revenue; Herbert Trench, the poet, and.
[ .author: of ‘“Apollo and the Seaman’;
‘Somerset Maugham, Oscar Bfowning, pro-
fessor of history at Cambridge, Dr. Henry
Head; Mrs. Scott, the wife of the explor-
‘er, as Miss Bruce well known as a sculp-
‘tor; Charles Ricketts and Charles Shan-
I non, artists; Dr. and Mrs. Sprigge, the
doctor being the editor of the “Lancet”;
Chalmers ‘Mitchell, secretary of the Zo-

|

i
!
!

| ley, the actress, and ggSter ~of Aubrey
‘Beardsley; G. W. Brothero, editor of the
Quarterly Review; Cecil Smith, now di-

seum, late keeper of antiquities at the

| elist, better known as Frank Danby; Mr.
t'and Mrs. Laurence Binyon, Robert H.
| Sherard, Wilde’s biographer, with his
wife; W. W. Jacobs, with Mrs. Jacobs;
Walter Coates, gohn Lane, Mr. Methuen,
“Claude Phillips, director of the Wallace
Collection; Sir Coleridge Kennard, Bart,
Edmund Gosse, Lord Grimthorpe, Lord
Howard de Walden, Max Beerbohm, Mrs.
“Ada Leverson, George Street, Roy Horn-
‘iman, F. W. Tancred, grandson of Mrs.
‘Hemans; H..Simpson, Reginald Turner,
novelist, and.Mrs. Belloc Lowndes, the
sister of Hilaire Belloc.

Sir Martin Conway, after proposing the
king, announced that there were present
‘thirty-six Journalists, and crities, ‘ﬁvé
.actors, eleven art connoisseurs, five Gov-
.ernment officials .(laughter), twenty au-
thors, four editors, twelve poets, four
dramatists, seven artists, four publishers,
.four men of science and medicine, two
.clergymen, four lawyers, and .mAny
.others whom  he ‘could neot put into
. “a definite category.” = (Much laugh-
ter.) Mr... H. . G _Wells and Mr.
W. - Rothenstein, in submitting . .the

_courage. Mr. Ross had stood up for his
¢ friend when: the whole weight of public

on was ‘against him. . Thank
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0dds Won His Battle ard Sold Enoug®
of Wilde’'s Works to Pay Off His Debts

ological Gardens; E. V. Lucas, the well- |
1 known humorist and poet; Mabel Beards-

| rector of the Albert and Vietoria Mu--

British Museum; Mrs. Frankau, the nov--

_health:® of  “Our Guest,”  said that
‘he stood -as the emblem of social

|
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W THE SPEECH OF MR. ROSS
L' -“Mr. Ross, in responding, said: *
_attended a provinctal performance
Wilde's play “A Woman ‘of*No Imp
tance.” You may possibly remembe:
“from Mr. Tree’s brilifant revival the cur:
tain in Act IIL, which falls oh the ex
clamation of Mrs. Arbuthnot, “Dean’t
strike him, Gerald, he is your father.!"
At this performance the ‘manager—i
| was an, actor-manager—fearing that the
text was inadequate,” fearing that’the

the house, had instructed the leading ¢
.tist to turn to ' the -audience with .
arms outstretched and to exclaim: ‘What
a situation’! Well, I feel somehow like
‘that manager. It is not your Kkindne
An coming here this evening; it'is ‘not
your hospitality; it is not the honor’

conferred upon me that I feel to be in-g
adequate; it is that I am inadequate to
the occasion, I who am the curtain
merely of a fifth act. Wilde said that
his was a drama which had lastrd too
long—let me be careful that the curtain
.shall not fall under that criticism.. ¥Yet

in the peculiar circumstances, my friends o

and acquaintances, Wilde's ﬁ‘lenlds;xmjﬂ"i
admirers who are here this evening, will
I think excuse the shyness which even g
naturally 'gifted speaker such as T 'a?‘i}
not might ‘experience confronted with a -
similar situation. |
41t was an eighteenth century poet
who wrote words which I have re-
membered from childhood; they are no
less appropriate today than they' 'were
150 years ago: _ i %
I hate the man who builds his name
On ruins of another’s fame. ¥
“I fear that all literary executors labor
under the suspicion of havlng done go.
Certainly I do, becausemmo one beyond my.
- personal friends would have even heard
of me except for my administration of
Oscar Wilde's literary estate. I want to
be quite frank, so that you shall not think
that-I am under any delusions; or that I
| regard myselfgas anything but an instru-
~ment; I have concentrated into eight years
what might have taken very much longer.

THE KIND-HEARTED OFFICIALS

“Yesterday evening it was exactly eight
years ago since Wilde died. A disciple of
Mr. Wells, I have always anticipated pos-

| terity and never doubted for a single mo- |
| ment that time would readjust those small
| and greater injustices’ which ethics pur-
. suing conduct inevitably impose upon art.
I did not, however, anticipate that I should
be so generously complimented for the ful-
filment of a promise which I made to my-
self at the deathbed of Oscar Wilde. I
was too cognizant of the complications
connected with his literary and dramatic
estate, though only half-conscious of their

extent. A kindhearted official atgthe Court |

of Bankruptcy assured me in 1901, when’
_the creditors had received about 3 shillings
‘in the pounds sterling, that Wilde's works
were of no -value; and would, never com-.
‘mand any interest whatever. It was a less
kind successor who, with more enthusiasm.’
relieved me of the first £1000 produced by
“De  Profundis.” But the receipts from
the productions of Wilde's plays in Ger
“many, together with the first proceeds of
“De Profundis,”. had paid off all the Eng-
lish creditors in full, by the middle of 1906
and there was even a. surplus to satisfy |
full French creditors in accordance w
 Wilde's last wishes. You may thitk it very .
vialgar of me to:.go into these details, but

ot

%n all our hearts we value something which
3T ' e said we knew

curtain would not sufficiently  ‘mpress | |

which so distinguished a comipany have

Harris, edltor “Vanit

151‘%1;," responded by  giving an*lm;’::?:
= lflf ‘Wilde as a speaker,. very forci-
v ustrating the brilliancy of . thé

dead poet’s re art
reminiscences, e _personal

WHO MR. ROSS 18

I have jubt ‘had a conve h
: rsation writh
?obert Ross, who, by the way, i8 a wells
nown art connoisseur, a director' of the

Carfax Art Gallery, and is al ;.
of the Morning Post. ' s My

shown much ‘cleverness

in bringing Wilde's.

literary estate out of bankruptcy and made

it a paying concern in th L
i © comparativel
stx-ort period of eight years. He tells cmz :
of his gratitude to Messrs. Joht. W, Luce’

& Co. for issuing the authorized copyright-

ed edition of Wilde's Works, they ‘having:

| arranged with Putnam, who hold the rij

| % , W. ghts
of De' Profundis,” ang Lippincott, who
~hold the rights of ““Dorian Grey.” For'a

long time it has pained him ‘to think that
America has no authorized edition, -and
has had foisted upon it not only . an

‘unauthorized version, but also spurious

work which ‘Wilde never wrote. That those
spurlous works “should " have " received the. .
imprimatur of Mr. ILe Galliénne, “an old

;friend of Oscar Wilde, has been an added’
annoyance to Mr. Ross. The Le Galliénne

edition not 'only contains false works by
Ospar Wilde, but a falsestext. His version
of “De Profundis” is. merely a translation '
from the German, Messrs, Putnam having

| the only apthorize‘d version. ' “The Dueh-
|ess of Padua' is issued in the La Gallienne

edition in the form of a prose translation
from the German. —The first wversion in
blank verse Is to be issued by John W,

‘: Luce & Co.. Mr. Ross tells me of his hopes
of the new ‘edition insuring for‘ Oscar

Wilde the same appreciation in ‘America
that England has for Nathaniel  Haw-

_thorne, Edgar Allan ‘Poe, Walt Whitman,

Henry James and other literary artists.
Oscar Wilde died bankrupt in 1900 In°
1895, the ‘year .of ' his imprisonment, the
bankruptcy amounted to £6000. In 1901
Mr. Ross made inquiries as to the possi-

bilities of getting hold of the copyrights

which had been pirated in both England
and America, ‘and though he was not alc
lowed to handle them he was told they

. were of: no value whatever. Thée .credi-
{ tors had then been paid#wo shillings in

the pound. In 1904, owing to the German -
performances of Wilde's plays, principal-
ly “Salome’ (not the opera) the creditors’
were being paid: 10 shillings in . 'the
pound:and four per cent interest. In

1905 Mr. Ross produced “De ‘Profundis”

which was an unprecedented ‘success in-
England “and Germany. Three monthy
after the publication, the official receiver '
in bankruptey, who ‘had told Mr. Rogs

_that Wilde's-works were of no 'value, ob-
-tained an order of court to seize the pro- -
- ceeds of the book, which at that moment,

upwards of three months after publica-
tion, amounted to £1000 which Mr. Ross

- had intended handing to Oscar- Wilde's

children.. Then followed the. long -and -

'@c;’imonious;‘correspondence ‘between Mr.
. Ross's solicitor and the official’ reoe!ver,‘

which lasted about a year. i ;

He has undoubtedly. .

[P Pricd : and 'the value of |

709
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Mr. Ross then offered the officlal re-
‘eeiver the following terms, that he, Ross,
would not go iInto litigation concern-
ing the proceeds ‘'of “De Profundis,” if he
;would allow him to be the administrator -
of Wilde's literary property on behalf of
(the English crediiors, ‘ana when, as ha
.boasted, he had puid off every English
creditor twenty shillings in the pound
with the four per cént interest demﬂ-ﬂd“
by the bankruptcy, that he, the officlaf
receiver, should support his application
‘to  the court of bankruptey, that ' he
should be made administrator and exe-
cutor of Wiide’s literary estate for the
| benefit of his children. * The official re-
| ceiver accepted these terms after much =
|'need1ess expense and correspondence, :
| but which one must however expect at
| the hands of British officials. On August
-14, 1906, Mr. Ross was appointed legal
administrator and executor ‘of Wilde's
literary estdte, which dppointment should
+have been made five years before. "With-
in one ‘year all the English creditors
were pald twenty shillings in the pound
out of the receipts of Wilde's plays and
books, and there was a surplus sumclent
1o satisfy the French creditors, whom
Wilde on his death bed had asked
Robert Ross to see paid in due time,
Since that date Mr. Ross has managed
the estate of the two surviving children
~who live under another name. One of
the sons of Wilde is now a distinguished
officer in the English army and a famous
| athlete. The younger son, who is only
twenty-two years of age, was educated
at the Roman Catholic College of Stony-
hurst, and is now at Cambridge. He
‘shows a decided literary promise. %
Mr. Ross appeared indignagt ~nd dis-
tressed at the foolish and vulgar ré-rts
appearing in an American newspaper, pur-. .
porting to say that Oscar Wilde still lives.
He died on Nov. 30, 1900, at the Hotel d'Al-
.sace, the only persons at his dea.th.bed be-
ing Robert Ross, Reginald Turner and Du ;-
Poirier, the proprietor of ﬂ'te hotel.
On the other hand, it is a sourceﬁ_,of en_or-
mous gratification that people are begin-.
. ning to appreciate Wilde in ‘his work. Mr.
. Ross appears to be deeply touched by the

cannot conceal- his disappointment at the
absence of some of those younger men who,
"have helped in the lifting of Wilde's work.
without any acknowledgment, and also at"

. were his contemporaries.

people who have come to his ginner, but

the ammﬂﬂw&rﬁlﬁﬂbm ‘WI;Q 5
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DECEMBER 6, 1908.

.gll—,gkUMENT TO OSCAR WILDE.

Anonymous Donor Hives £20,000 to
Erect One in Paris.

r!!y Marconi Transatlantic Wireless Telegraph
} to The New York Times.

LONDON, Dec. b.—Twenty thousand
pounds had been given for the eraction
of a monument to Oscar Wilde in Pére
la Chaise.(temetery. Paris, by a donor
who desires to ;emair\ anonymous.

An announcement to this effect was

made at the camplimentary dinner at
the Ritz Hotel to Robert Ross in recog-
nition of his publication of Wilde's
werks in the face of considerable dif-
ficulty owing to the author’s estate be-
ing in bankruptcy. :

The large company present included
‘Sir Martin Conway, the Duchess of
Sutherland, Lord Howard De Walden,
whe is generally supposed <o be the
anonymous donor of the monument;
Edmuynd Gosse, William Archer, and H.
G. Wells.

‘Mr. Ross, in replying to the toast of
the evening, said that he had been in-
formed in 1901 by an official of the
Bankruptey Court that none of Wilde's
works had any literary or commercial |
value, but by the sales of ‘ De Pro-.
Jundis ' at home an® abroad he soon';
hoped to help pay off £6,000 of Wilde's
debts.

THE DEAD POET.

I dreamed of him last nj,ght, I saw his
face 4 A

All radiant and unshadowed of diStress,

And as of ¢ld, in music measureless,

T heard his golden voice and marked him
trace

Under the common thing the hidden grace,

And conjure wonder out of emptiness,

i} Tl mean’ things put on beauty like a

dress : .
4 And all the world wwas an enchanted
plaas - EToREE T S
And tilen methought outside a fast locked
R s PR T
I mourned the .loss of unrecorded words,
Forgotten tales and mysteries -half said,
Wonders that might have been articulate,
And voiceless thoughts  like murdered
singing birds, !
And so I woke and knew that he was;
dead. ‘ada

ZAora Alfred Douglas.

i &
i,m_&& A

NEW YORK,

! "~ The Ressurection of a Wit.

From all directions they come in. No
-less than four new editions of books by the
late Oscar Wilde have appeared in a few |
‘weeks. Germany and France have been
enthusiastic for some time over the work
Lof the wittiest man of his time, The first
| of these countries may have been stimulated
“somehow by the Strauss music, fitted by

malker of the “music of the future,” to
Salom v. which we are to hea

o " i e bis
s G 3
[~
Saturday, Dee 36, W66 . ..
winter. Anyhow, there are signs ‘every- |; =

where that the world has decided to con- ||
sider the works of art as things distinct
from the cenvict of Reading jail.
was there a literary life so suicidally ruined.. ||
And probably never was there such a resur-
rection of the artist. !
' Of course the sober common sense of the |
public gets the better of it in the long run. +
And so it resigns itself to be amused by |
the philosophy of Nietzsche, though he died |
mad, and overlooks the theory of somel
that Villon ought to have swung with cer-
| tain of his friends on the gallows and the
| fact that Verlaine passed away shunned by
| what is known as respectable society. g

Those who knew the author of “Lady &
. Windermere's Fan” when he was the only
‘pival in intellectual audacity of Whistler
have said that the plays, the essays, the
| poems and even the leotures give no idea
of the man. He is reported to have re-
marked that he gave his genius to his con- i
versation and his talent to his writings.
And this piece of self-oriticism, in spite of
its characteristic insolence, is prdbably
true. It doesn’t follow, of course, because
something is lacking in the books that the
man's talk was brilliant. But the theory
would explain certain qualities in the writ-
ings—for instance, the fact that every
character in the plays is the author him-
self. The personages are all puppets say-
ing brilliant things in season and out of
season, in character and out of it. Such
clever ghogts of human beings have never
got together in a London or any other
drawing room. |

André Gide, Ernest La Jeunesse and the
German Franz Blei in their “ Recollections”
(John W. Luce & Co.) give us a glimpse
of Wilde as a talker. And#it is fair to con-
clude that “The Prose Poems” (Mosher)
really represent his talk at its best. His
lectures like “Decorative Art in America,” ‘
in the volume published by Brentano, and |
“The Renaissance of English Art” (Luce)
were public performances, the first stu-
diously mild and the second defiant and
intended for a public that he expected to
be hostile.

“Phe Canterville Ghost” (Luce), which |
has been translated into Swedish dand Ger-
man, is a good story—at least, the first part
of it is very good. But this tale of the
American diplomat and his hard-headed .
family, who refused to take seriously the
family spectre of the English manor house
that they had hired, reads like a capital’
anecdote that had been put down on paper
| because some one had said, “Why don't
| you write it?” Someof the plays even were.
| said to have been made in an amazingly |
| short time on a bet. Like Dr. Johnson,
| Wilde’s ‘business was talk. But, unlike 5
| Savage’s friend, he had the sense to rank i
his conversation above his writings. B

The volume “Decorative Art in Awerica,”
edited by Richard Butler Glaenzer and
published by Brentano, consists of one
short lecture, together with letters, reviews
and interviews. It has 119 pages of  notes
and index; in fact¥t is as elaborately sup-
plied with explanations as if it were 1o/
cover in its commentories all that the
dramatist ever wrote. While admiring
“the editor’s industry one cannot hel
thinking that a great deal of it has bee

_wasted on trivialities, : i
j W‘; 3
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DEC MBER 6, 1908.

zqﬂUMENT T0 OSCAR WILDE.

Anonymous Donor Hives £20,000 to
Erect One in Paris.

"B! Marconi Transatlantic Wireless Telegraph
to The New York Times.

LONDON, Dec. H.—Twenty thousand
pounds had been-given for the eraction

of a monument to Oscar Wilde in Pére
1a Chaise'Cemetery, Paris, by a donor
who desires to remain anonymous.

An announcement to this effect was

made at the complimentary dinner at
the Ritz Hotel to Robert Ross in recog-
nition of his publication of Wilde's
werks in the face of considerable dif-
ficulty owing to the author’s estate be-
ing in bankruptey. 2

The large company present included
‘Sir Martin Conway, the Duchess of
Sutherland, Lord Howard De Walden,
whe is generally supposed <o be the
anonymous donor of the monument;
Bdmund Gosse, William Archer, and H.
G. Wells.

Mr. Ross, in replying to the toast of
the evening, said that he had been in-
formed in 1901 by an official of the
Bankruptey Court that none of Wilde's
works had any literary or commereial |
value, but by the sales of “De Pro-i
gundis”’ at home ane- abroad he soon?
hoped to help pay off £6,000 of Wilde's
debts.

-5 -

THE DEAD POET.

I d;eamed ot him last n;'ght I saw his
ace

All radiant and unshadm\ ed of distress,

And as of old, in music measureless,

I heard ‘his golden voice and marked him
trace

TUnder the common thing the hidden grace,

And conjure wonder out of emptiness,

Y Tdk mean’ things put on beauty like &

dress
4 And all the worId was  an

enchanted
place.
And then methought outsxde a fast locked
gate .

I mo'lrned the Ioss of unrecorded words,

Forgotten tales and mysteries -half said,

Wonders that might have been articulate,

And volceless thoughts = like murdered
s}nmng birds,

And so woke” and knew that he was |
d.eat. 3
-;t-‘ iqora Alfred Douglas.
mEw S i P S T e
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.. The Ressurection of a Wit.

From all directions they come in. No
‘less than four new editions of books by the

~weeks. Germany and France have hbeen
‘enthusiastic for some time over the work
(of the wittiest man of his time, The first
of these countries may have been stimulated
,somehow by the Strauss music, fitted by
he maker of the “music of the future,”

e play, which we are to hear this

‘late Oscar Wilde have appeared in a few |

toba

[ ing brilliant things in season and out of

|

| short time on a bet.
| Wilde's ‘business was talk. But,

. winter.

[

8aturdsy, Dee, 86, 1066 ...
Anyhow, there are signs every-
where that the world has decided to con-
sider the works of art as things disfinet
from the cenvict of Reading jail. Never
was there a literary life so suicidally ruined,
And probably never was there such a resur-
reetion of the artist.

“Of course the sober common sense of the |

public gets the better of it in the long run.
And s0 it resigns itself to be amused by
the philosophy of Nietzsche, though he died |
mad, and overlooks the theory of some
that Villon ought to have swung with cer-
tain of his friends on the gallows and the
fact that Verlaine f)assed away shunned by
what is known as respectable society.
Those who knew the author of “Lady
. Windermere's Fan” when he was the only
rival in intellectual audacity of Whistler
have said that the plays, the essays, the
poems and even the leotures give no idea
of the man. He is reported to have re-’
marked that he gave his genius to his con- ‘
versation and his talent to his writings.
And this piece of self-criticism, in spite of
its characteristic insolence, is prdbably
true. It doesn’t follow, of course, because
something is lacking in the books that the
man’s talk was brilliant. But the theory |
would explain certain qualities in the writ-
ings—for instance, the fact that every
character in the plays is the author him-
self. The personages are all puppets say-

geason, in character and out of it. Such
clever ghogts of human beings have never
got together in a London or any other

drawing room. {
André Gide, Ernest La Jeunesse and the §

German Franz Blei in their “Recollections”
(John W. Luece & Co.) give us a glimpse
of Wilde as a talker. And#it is fair to con-
clude that “The Prose Poems” (Mosher) [
really represent his talk at its best. His {
lectures like “Decorative Art in America,”

in the volume published by Brentano, and |
“The Renaissance of English Art” (Luce)
were public performances, the first stu-
diously mild and the second defiant and
intended for a public that he expected to
be hostile.

“The Canterville Ghost” (Luce), which
has been translated into Swedish and Ger-
man, is a good story—at least, the first part
of it is very good. But this tale of the
American diplomat and his hard-headed.
family, who refused to take seriously the
family spectre of the English manor house
that they had hired, reads like a capital
anecdote that had been put down on paper:
because some one had said, “Why don’t
you write it?” Someof the plays even were,
said to have been made in an amazingly
Like Dr. Johnson,
unlike
Savage’s friend, he had the sense fo rank
his conversation above his writings. °

The volume “Decorative Art in Awerica,”
edited by Richard Butler Glaenzer and
published by Brentano, consists of one
short lecture, together with letters, reviews
and interviews. It has 119 pages of notes
and index; in fact4t is as elaborately sup-
plied with explanations as if it were to
cover in its commentories all that the~
dramatist, ever wrote. While © admiring
“he editor's mdustry one cannot hel
thinking that a great deal of it has bee

asted on trivialities, ;
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WILDE MONUMENT BAN.
: - ;

MR. ROBERT ROSS'S OPINION,

As to most people so to Mr. Robert Ross
the attitude adopted by the Conservateur of
Pére Lachaise Cemetery in regard to the Oscar
Wilde memorial seems quite inexplicahble.
. | The only suggestion he can put forward is that
Ee | the French appear to toboo the nude male

] | figure, though how this sentiment can be made
{to apply to Mr. Jacob Epstein’s quasi-alle-
| gorical sculpture he is at a loss to understand.
i The memorinl is covered By a tarpaulin,
i which will remain subject to the police’s
| pleasure,
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_DECEMBER 6, 1908.
IONUMENT TO OSCAR WILDE.

Anonymous Donor Gives £20,000 to
. Erect One in Paris.

?Byk Marconi Transatlantic Wircless Telegraph
: to The New York Times,

LONDON, Dec. H.—Twenty thousand
pounds had been-given for the eraction
of a monument to Oscar Wilde in Pére
la Chaisebemetery. Paris, by a donor
who desires to remain anonymous.

An announcement to this effect was

made at the camplimentary dinner at
the Ritz Hotel to Robert Ross in recog-
nition of his publication of Wilde's
werks in the face of considerable dif-
ficulty owing to the author’s estate be-
ing in bankruptcy. =

The large company present included
‘Sir Martin Conway, the Duchess of
Sutherland, Lord Howard De Walden,
whe is generally supposed <o be the
anonymous donor of the monument;
HEamund Gosse, William Archer, and H.
G. Wells.

Mr. Ross, in replying to the toast of
the evening, said that he had been in-
formed in 1901 by an official of the
Bankruptey Court that none of Wilde's
works had any literary or commercial |
value, but by the sales of ‘' De Pro-i
Jundis ” at home ane~abroad he soon |
hoped to help pay off £6,000 of Wilde's
debts,

o, >

THE DEAD POET.

1 d;‘eamed} of him last njght, I saw his
ace 3 '

All radiant and unshadowed of distress,
And as of old, in music measureless,

I heard his golden voice and marked him

trace

Under the common thing the hidden grace,
And conjure wonder out of emptiness,

i Till_mean’ things put on beauty like a

dress :
4 And all the world avas an enchanted
place. Bores
And then methought outside a fast locked
£, Foue) 1

I mourned the .loss of unrecorded words,
Forgotten tales and mysteries -half said,
Wonders that might have been articulate,
And voiceless thoughts like murdered
singing birds, {
Anddeso I woke” and knew that he was:

Zqord Alfred Douglas.

NEW YORK, BVE SN &

. The Ressurection of a Wit.

From all directions they come in. No
‘less than four new editions of books by the
late Oscar Wilde have appeared in a few |
‘weeks. Germany and France have been
{enthusiastic for some time over the work
_of the wittiest man of his time. The first
[ of these countries may have been stimulated
somehow by the Strauss music, fitted by
‘the maker of the “music of the future,” to
> Sa . which we are to hear this

| tain of his friends on the gallows and the
| fact that Verlaine passed away shunned by |
I'what is known as respectable society.

< winter. Anyhow, there are signs ‘every-

['rival in intellectual audacity of Whistler
i have said that the plays, the essays, the

A
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vasted on trivialities, j %
_b% : : 7. /

And probably never was there such a resur-

@

Saturday, Dee @, 1996 . .

where that the world has decided fo con-
sider the works of art as things disfinot
from the cenvict of Reading jail, Never
was there a literary life so suicidally ruined.

rection of the artist.

Of courge the sober common sense of the
public gets the better of it in the long run. 4
And g0 it resigns itself to be amused by
the philosophy of Nietzsche, though he died
mad, and overlooks the theory of some
that Villon ought to have swung with cer- \

Those who knew the author of “Lady
Windermere's Fan” when he was the only

poems and even the leotures give no idea
of the man. He is reported to have re-
marked that he gave his genius to his con-
versation and his talent to his writings,
And this piece of self-criticism, in spite of
its characteristic insolence, is prdbably
true. It doesn’t follow, of course, because
something is lacking in the books that the
man’s talk was brilliant. But the theory
would explain certain qualities in the writ-
ings—for instance, the fact that every
character in the plays is the author him-
gelf. The personages are all puppets say-
ing brilliant things in season and out of
geason, in character and out of it. Such
clever ghogts of human beings have never
got together in a London or any other
drawing room.

German Franz Blei in their “Recollections” |
(John W. Luce & Co.) give us a glimpse |
of Wilde as a talker. And#it is fair to con- |
clude that “The Prose Poems” (Mosher) ’
really represent his talk at its best His
lectures like “Decorative Art in America,”
in the volume published by Brentano, and |
“The Renaissance of English Art” (Luce)
were public performances, the first stu-
diously mild and the second defiant and
intended for a public that he expected to
be hostile. -

“The Canterville Ghost” (Luce), which
has been translated into Swedish dnd Ger-
man, is a good story—at least, the first part
of it is very good. But this tale of the
American diplomat and his hard-headed-
family, who refused to take seriously. the
tamily spectre of the English manor house
that they had hired, reads like a capital
anecdote that had been put down on paper

André Gide, Ernest Laa Jeunesse and the *
§
{

| because some one had said, “Why don’t

[ you write it?”

Someof the plays even were,

| said to have been made in an amazingly

Like Dr. Johnson,
But, unlike

short time on a bet.
Wilde's 'business was  talk.

| Savage’s friend, he had the sense to rank

his conversation above his writings.
The volume “Decorative Art in Awerica,”
edited by Richard Butler Glaenzer and

published by Brentano, consists of one
short lecture, together with letters, reviews

and interviews. It has 119 pages of' notes
and index; in fact4t is as elaborately sup-

plied with explanations as if it were o

cover in its commentories all that the
dramatist, ever wrote. While admiring
“the itor's industry one cannot hel
thinking that a great deal of it has beetg
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pounds had been-given for the eraction
of a monument to Oscar Wilde in Pére
la Chaise‘Cemetery, Paris, by a donor
who desires to remain anonymous.

An announcement to this effect was

made at the camplimentary dinner at
the Ritz Hotel to Rabert Ross in recog-
nition of his publication of Wilde's
werks in the face of considerable dif-
ficulty owing to the author’s estate be-
ing in bankruptcy. :

The large company present included
Sir Martin Conway, the Duchess of
Sutherland, Lord Howard De Walden,
whe is generally supposed %o be the
anonymous donor of the monument;
Edmund Gosse, William Archer, and H.
G. Wells.

'Mr. Ross, in replying to the toast of
the evening, said that he had been in-
formed in 1901 by an official of the
Bankrubtey Court that none of Wilde's
works had any literary or commercial |
value, but by the sales of  De Pro-;
sgundis”’ at home ané abroad he soon'l
hoped to help pay off £6,000 of Wilde's
debts.

THE DEAD POET.

I dreamed of him last nj’ght. I saw his
face ' %
All radiant and unshadowed of distress,
And as of ‘old, in music measureless,
I heard his golden voice and marked him
trace
 Under the common thing the hidden grace,
And conjure wonder out of emptiness,
\} Till amean’ things put on beauty like a
*  dress :
4 And all the world avas an enchanted
place. 3
And then methought outside a fast locked

gate -
I mourned the Jloss of unrecorded words,
| Forgotten tales and mysteries -half said,
Wonders that might have been articulate,
And voiceless thoughts _ like murdered
singing birds, {
And so I woke and knew that he was.
dead. T
; A& ora Alfred ‘Douglas.
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; { ! ~__ The Ressurection of a Wit.
2 | ' ¥rom all directions they come in. No
less than four new editions of books by the
‘ Jate Oscar Wilde have appeared in a few
| ‘weeks. Germany and France have been
enthusiastic for some time over the work
| of the wittiest man of his time. The first
| . of .these countries may have been stimulated
| | somehow by the Strauss music, fitted by

7. which we are to hear this

_the maker of the “music of the future,” to |,

| what is known as respectable society.
Those who knew the author of “Lady
Windermere's Fan” when he was the only
rival in intellectual audacity of Whistler i
have said that the plays, the essays, the e
A | poems and even the leotures give no idea e =
of the man. He is reported to have re- |

marked that he gave his genius to his con- t
versation and his talent to his writings. ! .
And this piece of self-criticism, in spite of Sy
its characteristic insolence, is prébably ] L | o
true. It doesn’t follow, of course, because =
something is lacking in the books that the 4
man’s talk was brilliant. But the theory
would explain certain qualities in the writ-
ings—for instance, the fact that every
i character in the plays is the author him-
| self. The personages are all puppets say-
[ ing brilliant things in season and out of
season, in character and out of it. Such
clever ghogts of human beings have never
got together in a London or any other
drawing room. ; *,

|

{

André Gide, Ernest La Jeunesse and the
German Franz Blei in their “ Recollections” |
(John W. Luce & Co.) give us a glimpse |
of Wilde as a talker. And#it is fair to con- i R
clude that “The Prose Poems” (Mosher) l

e really represent his talk at its best. His
lectures like “Decorative Art in America,” |
in the volume published by Brentano, and |
“The Renaissance of English Art” (Luce)
were public performances, the first stu-
diously mild and the second defiant and
intended for a public that he expected to
be hostile.

“«The Canterville Ghost” (Luce), which
has been translated into Swedish and Ger-
man, is a good story—at least, the first part
of it is very good. But this tale of the
American diplomat and his hard-headed-
family, who refused to take seriously the
family spectre of the English manor house
that they had hired, reads like a capital
anecdote that had been put down on paper
because some one had said, *Why don’t
you write it?” Some of the plays even were

| said to have been made in an amazingly ;
| short time on a bet. Like Dr. Johnson, & =

Wilde's 'business was talk. But, unlike .

Savage’s friend, he had the sense to rank

his conversation above his writings.

The volume “Decorative Art in Awerica,” ;
edited by Richard Butler Glaenzer and =
published by Brentano, consists of one
short lecture, together with letters, reviews
and interviews. It has 119 pages of  notes
and index; in fact¥t is as elaborately sup-

plied with explanations as if it were 1o i 3

cover in its commentories all that the E 3

dramatist, ever wrote. While admirin

“he editor’s industry one cannot hel

thinking that a great deal of it has beel

_wasted on trivialities, : &
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OSCAR WILDE MONUMENT
'AMAZING OBJECTION OF
PARIS OFFICIALS.

From a Correspondent.

“The’ Oscar W {lde monument, the work of

.P'r.‘ deob hpstem., which recently arrived in |

: drl; has met with curious hostility at the
(1';\1;; of the Conservateur of Pére Lachise
buried.er)’ where, of coutse, Ossar Wilde lies

The official, M. Hedequer, puts forth the

really amazing assertion that the magniﬁ;

cent sculpture is immoral, and is strident in -

his demands that the monument be modiﬁe:iné

He is backed up in this opinion v M De- |

launey, the Prefect of the Seine.  Such e

attitude is inscrutable, not to sav ;Qz&hﬁiihﬁfh |

Sk and he would be only a most well-intentioned |

individual who whispered *“ Honi soit Aqui ’
_mal y pense ’’ into the gentlemen’s ears.”

The position is that the imposing work

which was on view to the public in Lendon

’fOl_‘ many weeks without the slightest hint

gggc)‘g heard of any element of immorality, is

| :wtﬂl egmgmmvmwb» a tarpaulin, and thusit

et nain until the inexplicable scruples

iy singularly prudish M. Hedequer have

e§n in §omefu;a}" dissipated. !

n point of fact, however, a tor

threat_ens_ the monument, forCt\L\lflixiendénﬁir

Epstein visited the cemetery during the ;‘)r-b:

sent weelk it was to find his work poulticed

“with -plaster, and although the sculptor had
‘this removed there is no guarantee that s

:‘]t:pefl.tl()q] will not occur, or that tHe rnonud

ent will not suffer ma which it

\\'?Elldr be impossible t()n:(\ll?;?itnl(‘nt TR

areat concern is felt by Nr, E i ho |

crefuses to in any way alter his I;X%Srtli,mz;n‘glhi?
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Anonymona Donor Gives  £20,000 to
Erect One in Paris.

an Muconi Transatlantic Wireless Telegraph
8 to The New York Times.

LONDON, Dec. 5.—Twenty thousand
‘pounds had been-given for the eraction
of a monument to Oscar Wilde in Pére
1a Chaise‘Cemetery, Paris, by a donor
‘who desires to Eemaln anonymous.

- An announcement to this effect was

made at the complimentary dinner at
the Ritz Hotel to Robert Ross in recog-
nition of his publication of Wilde's
werks in the face of considerable dif-
ficulty owing to the author’s estate be-
ing in bankruptcy. >

The large company present included
‘Sir Martin Conway, the Duchess of
Sutherland, Lord Howard De Walden,
'whe is generally supposed <o be the
anonymous donor of the monument;
Edmund Gosse, William Archer, and H.
G, Wells.
| Mr. Ross, in replying to the toast of
the evening, said that he had been in-
formed in 1901 by an official of the
Bankruptey Court that none of Wilde's
works had any literary or commercial |
value, but by the sales of “ De Pro—‘
Jgundis ’ at home an@ abroad he soon.
hoped to help pay off £6,000 of Wilde's
debts,

THE DEAD POET

1 dreamed Dt him Iast n;ght ‘I saw his
face

All radiant and unshadowed of distress,

And as of old, in music measureless,

I heard his golden voice and marked him
trace

(i Under the common thmg the hidden grace,
‘i And conjure wonder out of emptiness,

Mm ‘ things put on bpeauty like a

# And all t

; weﬂd #was: an enchanted
place. §
And t?en methought outxlde a fa.st locked
BRER 30 0

T mourned the . loss of unrecorded words,
| Forgotten tales and mysteries half said,
Wonders that might have been articulate,
And w!egle?sd thoughts like murdered
birds,
I woke” and knew ‘that he was
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¥ From all directions they come in. No

‘less than four new editions of books by the
‘late Oscar Wilde have appeared in a few
‘weeks. Germany and France have been
enthnmaetm for some time over the work
of’ the ‘wittiest ‘man of his time, The first
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| \winter, ‘Anyhow, there are signs every- |i—t=

‘where that the world has decided fo con-
sider the works of art as things disfinet
from the cgnvict of Reading jail. ~Never
was there a literary life so suicidally ruined..
And probably never was there such a resur-
“reetion of the artist. '
| 'Of course the sober common sense of the |
public gets the better of it‘in the long run.
"And so it resigns itself to be amused by
the philosophy of Nietzsche, though he died
mad, and overlooks the theory of some
that Villon ought to have swung with cer-\
tain of his friends on the gallows and the
fact that Verlaine passed away shunned by |
what is known as respectable society.
Those who knew the author of “Lady
. Windermere's Fan” when he was the only
‘rival in intellectual audacity of Whistler |
have said that the plays, the essays, the [
| poems and even the leotures give no idea |
of the man. He is reported to have re- |
marked that he gave his genius to his con- |
versation and his talent to his writings. |
And this piece of self-criticism, in spite of |
its characteristic insolence, is prdbably |
true. It doesn’t follow, of course, because |
something is lacking in the books that the |
man’s talk was brilliant. But the theory
would explain certain qualities in the writ-
ings—for instance, the fact that every |
character in the plays is the author him- {)
self. The personages are all puppets say-
[ ing brilliant things in season and out of
geason, in character and out of it. Such |
clever ghogts of human beings have never il
got together in a TLondon or any other
drawing room. ‘ B
André Gide, Ernest La Jeunesse and the |
German Franz Blei in their “Recollections”
(John W. Luce & Co.) give us a glimpse
‘of Wilde as a talker. And#it is fair to con-
clude that “The Prose Poems” (Mosher)
really represent his talk at its best. His
Jlectures like “Decorative Art in America,”
in the volume published by Brentano, m»xd»1
“Phe Renaissance of English Art” (Luce)
were public performances, the first stu-
diously mild and the second defiant and
intended for a public that he expected to |
be hostile. - |
“The Canterville Ghost” (Luce), which |
has been translated into Swedish dnd Ger-
man, is a good story—at least, the first part
of it is very good. But this tale of the
' American diplomat and his hard-headed.
family, who refused to take seriously t.kJ
family spectre of the English manor house
| that they had hired, reads like a capital
anecdote that had been put down on paper’
| because some one had said, “Why don't
| you write it?” Someof the plays even were.
| said to bhave been made in an amazingly
short time on a bet. Like Dr. Johnson,
Wilde's ‘business was talk. But, unlike
| Savage’s friend, he had the sense to rank
| his conversation above his writings. ~
| The volume “Decorative Art in America,”
edited by Richard Butler Glaenzer and
published by Brentano, consists of one!
short lecture, together with letters, reviews
and interviews. It has 119 pages of notes |
and index; in factdt is as elaborately sup-
plied with explanations as if it were to
cover in its commentories all ~that' the
dramatist ever wrote. While = admiring
try one cannot helgf
éat deal of it has bee
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WILDE MONUMENT BAN.
[ S

MR. ROBERT ROSS'S OPINION.

st

A< to most people so to Mr. Robert Ross
the attitude adopted by the Coneervateur of
Pore Lachaise Cemetery in regard to the Oscar
wilde memorial seems quite inexplicable.
.| The only suggestion he can put forward is that

| the French appear to toboo the nude male
| figure, though how this sentiment can be made
i to apply to Mr. Jacob Epstein’s quasi-alle-|
| gorical seulpture he is at & Joss to understand.

The memorinl is covered By a tarpaulin,
which will remain sitbject to the police’s

| pleasure.
Cemetery, 1 A _ —Mr. Jacob Epstein, the scul
¥, lately expressed confidence that it would be approv’ed by the p:;;;‘:tthe much-discussed

ies, .
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OSCAR WILDE MONUMENT:

e

AMAZING OBJECTION OF
PARIS OFFICIALS.

From a Correspondent.

The Oscar Wilde monument, the work of
Mr. Jacob Epstein, which recently arrived in
Paris, has met with curious hostility at the
hands of the Conservateur of Pére Lachise
Cemetery, where, of course, Oscar Wilde lies
buried. L4

The official, M. Hedequer, puts forth the
really. amazing assertion that the magnifi- |
cent sculpture is immoral, and is strident in |
his demands that the monument be modified. |
He is backed up in this opinion by M. De-
launey, the Prefect of the Seine. “Such an

attitude is inscrutable, not to sav astounding.

- and he would be only a most well-intentioned

individual who whispered “ Honi soit qui
mal y pense ’’ into the gentlemen’s ears.”

The position is that the imposing work,
which was on view to the public in Lendon
for many weeks without the slightest hint
being heard of any element of immorality, is
hidden from view by a tarpaulin, and thusit
‘will: remain until the inexplicable scruples
of the singularly prudish M. Hedequer have
been in some way dissipated. : ‘

In point of fact, however, actual danger
threatens the monument, for when = Mr.
Epstein visited the cemetery during the pre-
sent week it was to find his work poulticed
with -plaster, and although the sculptor had
‘this removed there is no guarantee that a
repetition will not occur, or that the monu-
ment will not suffer maltreatment which it
would be impossible to rectify.

Great concern is felt tiv Mr. Epstein, who |
refuses to in any way alter his work, and it |
“isusincerely to be ill
| speedily-be-foand f
448" bissh Worenis
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or the lgast-k)suggestion of indecency, we were L o e — { ! Z’
impressed by its essentially chaste, sobar. . . ‘ i
severe, and dignified qualities. = mtcj;?lty ‘
preten: o my mind, i needs a notorious city like *OF i {
culburparis to produce the cast of brain that can ©se silly. |
out thhave expressed itself in a manner so exceed- >cryphal ’

missteingly curious as that which mark
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if these have been correctly reported. o | s e~ ST O SR
= ; LILY TEIXEIRA DE MATTOS. i R = - ‘ <z
9, Cheltenham-terrace, S.W, TS PSS

ed the action




et

TRLEPHONE—CITY 4963

Cutting rom the ’
Dated Septembex ol 1gth

,&ddr&s of Journal

S

b o Ollord

mDhrrant’s Press Guttings,

St. ANDREW’S HOUSE,

39 TO 34, HOLBORN VIADUCT,
3, ST. ANDREW STREET, HOLBORN CIRCUS,
.C.

0 wrvwr

. 0SCAR WILDE
MEMORIAL.

s s
THE FRENCH OBJECTION TO
THE MONUMENT.

(From Qur Own Correspondent.)
PARIS, Saturday.

It is a fact that the authorities have placed

| an embdrgo on th sepulchial monument erected
over he grave of Oscar Wilde in the cemetery

of Pére Lachaise.

. In conversation to-day, M. Paul Henriot, the
Conservator, said he regarded the ‘'work as a
| profanation, on account of the realism of the
| hali-recumbent symbolical figure which forms
} the upper part. Such sculpture, he remarlked,
wemA=be appropriate in an exhibition of art,
i but was inappropriate in a burial ground

| frequented by bereaved persons, who came to v o

y pray. This was particularly so in Paris, where

| thers existed & fervent culf of the dead. The
Sir,— ultimate decision did not rest with him, but
read thd with the Prefect of the Seine, as ex-officio
Lachaisd Mayor of Paris. M. Delanney being away, the
tor, Mr,| general secretary of tha Prefectura has upheld
monumej th? objection.
law, the Representations have been made_t,o.the Pre-
cent  ge fect, bub I understand that there is little pro-
cealed b} spect of his yielding. M. Henriot mentioned
S b had ' that part of the statue 1s so objectionable that
ment Bt was covered with plaster during its
h NOZ opaction, out of deference to women mourners
my hushd 45q young girls visiting the cemetery.
work befc Tha monument, covered with cloth, awaits
far from | the settlement of the question. The Con-
or the lea servator declared that the sculptor must either
impressed mutilate the figure and add a conventional
severe, an cover, or suffer it to be removed. There was

preten: g, my | no other alternative. The statue appears t

culburparis to §have already undergone s
out thhave expr London. g v
missteingly curi¢ al

piecesand uttera

MR. ROSS’'S EXPLANATION.
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. The reason given is that the
sphinx sculpture is *“ indecent.”

e explanation which Mr. Ross can
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OSCAR WILDE MEMORIAL,

(To the Editor of the * Lvening Standard and St.

| : James's Gazette,”)

~ 8ir,—I have been very much surprised to
| read that the keeper of the cemetery of Pere
| that gifted young sculp-
tor, Mr. Jadob Eppstein, by stating that hIi)s
monument to the memory of my brother-in-
law, the late Mr. Oscar Wilde; is so “inde-
cent” as to render it necessary to be con-
cealed beneath a tarpaulin cover.

I had no hand in the ordering of the monu-

is, and, so
east indecency

or the least sugoestion of indecency, we were i SR AT R L

impresséd by its essentially chaste, sober, t_iwvfr
preten’severe, and dignified qualities. S ]

To my mind, it needs a notorious eite Jire 10t turn
culburgaris 15 produce the cast of braihs tclllta% lé;(g ese silly
out thhave expressed itself in a manner so exceed- >cryphal
missteingly curious as that which marked the action
piecesand utterance of the keeper of Pere Lachaise; [ES.

if these have heen correctly reported. . e
— LILY TEIXEIRA DE MATTOS.
9, Cheltenham—terrace, S.W,
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BAN ON A STATUE. X

i JIntended for the Grave
: , of Oscar Wilde.

The banning of the ©Oscar Wilde monu
ment by the conservateur of Pere Lachaise
Cem.etery, Paris, has astonished the sculp-
tor, Mr. Jacob Epstein, whom a *‘ Daily.
Dispatch * representative last night found | =
very indignant

Mr. Epstein, by the way, was the
sculptor responsible for the decorative
work over the premises of the British
Medical Association, which three years ago
e caused no little outery on similar grounds,
! “I come back to London from Paris,”?
Mr. Epstein said “to find a communica-
tion from my contractors, stating that the
monument is regarded by the consérvateur

3, ST. ANDREW STREET, HOLBORN GIRCUS, ™

as ‘shocking to the public.’ The monu-
ment is"not my property now, though I
p am responsible for its erection. I will not
modify it. The conservateur is purely an
| official acting within his rights, but it
‘ E | seems to me 1t is a question concerning
| | the liberty of the artist.
! “The president of the autumn salon told
| | me that ne thought the monument—which
| o takes the form of a winged male figure,
| entirely symbolical—quite chaste. Anyhow,
| thousands of people who saw it on exhibi-
| tion in London apparently = perceived
| nothing immoral in it.
| “The conservateur is purely an official
! who is taking a bourgoise view of it. He is
| the type of man who, if he does not approve
of a work according to his conventional
standard, considers it highly immoral for
on alone.”
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: - ment is not my property now, though I
g Gazette. ' am responsible for its erection. I will not
TR ‘ i Ly | modify it. The conservateur is purely an - d &
S RESg Lat i > e S | official acting within his rights, but it £
- 8 A 104» Shoe bl EC. 2 el * | sleems to me 1t is a question concerning )
% el i, 3 A \ i i | the liberty of the artist.
ey (Pubiished by Walter Edmd Holbs. : : , | ** The president of the autumn salon told I
N g SRR : | me that ne thought the monument—which s : =
E o f ; d . d ; [- | | takes lthe fo{rm of a wing?)d male figure, if 5
W 3 NS R 4 oo 925 | entirely symbolical—quite chaste. Anyhow ;
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OSCAR WILDE
MEMORIAL.

BT o A
THE FRENCH OBJECTION TO
THE MONUMENT.

(From Qur Own Correspondent.)
PARIS, Saturday.

It is a faot that the authorities have placed
| an embargo on th3 sepulchral monument erected

over the grave of Oscar Wilde in the cemetery
of Péra Lachaise.

In conversation to-day, M. Paul Henriot, the
Conservator, said he regarded the work as a
profanation, on account of the realism of the
hali-recumbent symbolical figure which forms
r the upper part. Such sculpture, he remarked,
Awewld be g Sfiate 1n an exhl n of art,
but appropriate in a burial ground
3 d by bereaved persons, who came to
i pray. This was particularly so in Paris, where

: | there existed a fervent cult of the dead. The

Sir,— ultimats decision did not rest with him, but
read thg with the Prefect of the Seine, as ex-officio
Lachaisg Mayor of Paris. M. Delanney being away, the
tor, Mr. general secretary of thé Prefecti:o has upheld
monumey tha objection.
law, the . Representations have been made to the Pre-
cent ”? g¢ fect, but T understand that there is little pro-
cealed by SPect of his yielding. M. var‘mtl- mentioned
L T that part of the statue 1s 50 objectionable that

ment n ‘it was (‘O_venf‘fl with plaster during its
OF S o P
erection, out of deference to women mourners
my husbd ,,q young girls visiting the cemetery
= o £ fpt o N - Bl J
work befc  Ths monument, covered with cloth, awaits
far from the settlement of the question. The Con-
or the lea servator declared that the sculptor must either
Impressed mutilate the figure and add a conventional .~~~
—.—p—reﬁ—el’;severe’ an cover, or suffer it to be\romovcd. There was
To my ;no other alternative. The statue appears tc
culburparig to 1 have already undergone some modification inll
out thhave expr Londan. : Y
missteingly curi - S e al
piece’s?nd uttera MR. ROSS’S EXPLANATION.
if these ha In regard to the extraordimary attitude of
ST the Conservators of Pere Lachaise Cemetery, in—
9, € Paris; in the m of Mz, Jacob Epsiein’s
2 Cheué fnonument Tob bhe-wonbot 1Osear W’ilje, Mr.
—=_* - “Pobert -Boss, the liferary executor of the
aubhor; 18 able to say very little beyond that he
isamazed ab the action of the authorities,

In reply to a letter to his Paris solicitors,
Mr: is informed that the statue is prac-
tically under arvest, being covéred over by a
farpaulin, perniigsion for the removal of which
withheid. The reason given is that the

sine sphinx sculpture is *“ indecent.”’
sole explanation which Mr. Ross can

hat throughout the whole of France a
and always has been, put upon the nude
§ fignre, and that whereas in Berlin the
of nude men predominate—it being

Guit-the number of nude female
the fingers of one hand—in Paris

ically non-existent.
pointed out that the memorial was
id entirely intellectual and that the
Aan typifying Genius as “ the male of
es,”’ had merely followed the precedent
by the Greeks and Syrians.
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OSCAR WILDE MEMORIAL,

(To the Editor of the ** Evening Standard and St,
; James's Gazette.”)

Sir,—I have been very much surprised to
read that the keeper of the cemetery of Pere
Lachaise has insulted that gifted young sculp-
tor, Mr. Jadob Eppstein, by stating that his
monument to the memory of my brother-in-
law, the late Mr. Oscar Wilde; is so ““inde-
cent > as to render it necessary to be con-
cealed beneath a tarpaulin cover.

I had no hand in the ordering of the monu-

far from beholding in it the least indecency :
or the least sugoestion of indecency, we were P

impresseéd by its essentially chaste, sober, iiversity,

severe, and dignified qualities.
preten: “mg my mind; it needs a notorious city like 10 t]‘-lllin'
culburParis to produce the cast of brain that can ese silly
out thhave expressed itself in a manner so exceed- Jcryphal
missteingly curious as that which marked the action
piecesand utterance of the keeper of Pere Lachaise, [ES.

if these have been correctly reported. :
LILY TEIXEIRA DE MATTOS. 726
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: *‘“”“*F I fancy Mr. Le Gallienne is being made to bear his
‘AL | publisher’s sins in the matter of the American edition of
& Oscar Wilde. At least, the fatuous inaceuracies of the ' =
<7 puff preliminary appear to bear the brand of the adver

tising Yankee; and do pot at all suggest Mr. Le Gal-
lienne’s temper or manner. Mr. Le Gallienne must have
greatly changed if he poses as a contemporary of Wilde}
and boasts of an Oxford career. His ingenuous youth-
fulness used to be one of his chief charms, and he never
pretended to believe in the literary efficacy of University
culture. I shall be greatly surprised if it does not turn
out that the publisher is solely responsible for these silly,
misstatements, as well as for the inelusion of apocryphal
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BAN ON A STATUE.

Intended for the Grave
“of Oscar Wilde.

The banning of the ©scar Wilde monu-
ment by the conservateur of Pere Lachaise
Cen.etery, Paris, has astonished the sculp-
tor, Mr. Jacob Epstein, whom a ““ Daily.
Dispatch *° representative last night found
very indignant

Mr. Epstein, by the way, was the
sculptor responsible for the decorative
work over the premises of the British
Medical Association, which' three years ago
caused no little outery on similar grounds,

“I come back to London from Paris,”?
Mr. Epstein said ‘““to find a communica-
tion from my contractors, stating that the
monument is regarded by the consérvateur
as ‘shocking to the public.’ The monu-
ment i not my property now, though I
am responsible for its. erection. I will not
modify it. The conservateur is purely an
official acting within his rights, but it
seems to me 1t is a question concerning
the liberty of the artist.

“ The president of the autumn salon told
me that ne thought the monument—which
takes the form of a winged male figure,
entirely symbolical—quite chaste. Anyhow,
thousands of people who saw it on exhibi-
tion in London apparently = perceived
nothing immoral in it.

‘“The conservateur is purely an official
who is taking a bourgoise view of it. He is
the type of man who, if he does not approve

d, considers it highly immoral for

ork gi én's Wniversity: Library.
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& on alone.”
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f Years have passed and [England has not

i \ue a8 when

. ] -sg @0 this ppd-fgia,l and wayward
genius-a companion for the gods at his
best, ai'd at his worst a subject fit only
'for pathplogists or allenists—to herd with
common criminals and to spend two years
on the treadmill. Yet at least those two
years gave us two masterpieces which re-
veal Oscar Wilde’s intelleot in its noblest
guise—the “Ballad of Reading Gaol” and
/' the “De Profundis.” ;i

yet forgiven, though she strives hard to
forget, the wild wag who made sport of her
pet 'nypocrisies, and she still fools her-
self with the fiction that it is outraged vir-
tue and not hurt vanity which makes her
_ Wince at the memory of his name.
In Continental Europe Wilde has soared
back again from bog to sky. Back of his
authorship lies the man, back of his sin
the broken outcast and repentant sinner,
. who appeals bowerfully to tthe Latin and
Teutonic imagination. As ‘with the Eng-
lish Byron and the American Poe, it is
the sorrow and shame of this Irishman’s

formida

our blue china.”

life—sorrow, the tax he paid for excess,
and shlame, the confiscation exacted by so-
ciety from the too public publican—that
has placed him among 'tne great sufferers
of ‘history.

Like Byron and Poe, Wilde has been
translated into French, into German, into
Italian—into one knows not how many

of his so-called *

and his associate aesthetes the rank
and file of the Oxford undergradu- 4 )
ates, with boylike fickleness, turned|the vagaries bf his fantastic
and his disciples. They | tellectual sincerity was certainly aling
put some of the latter under the pump, | the power in his best epigrams lieg ¢ deal
they “ragged” tne rooms of others and
pitched their blue china out of window.
Next day all the aesthetes i Oxford had 5 : <
cut their hair and resumed tﬁgir stand-up THE TR 9L thi coming edit

WHEN Punch began to exploit him

against the apostle

collars. They could not so. easily feaze
the leader. They waylaid the “blue china
cove” when he was out for a walk, bound
him with cords and
of a hill. Though Aurt and bruised, the

as never
ble ‘compeétitor b |
went in “for examin®ions in Portera
school.” Nevertheless, he was known as a
great reader and one who assimilated what i ; ¥
he read in a remarkable manner, At Ox- ia;%ai?dgglfe simply
ford he began to attract attention by prose| - 57
and poetical contributions to periodicals. e-x;lrxlleaéosnptlirriﬁeg—rs%lkinn:viﬂ;al?t{?b
Here also he developed the first symptoms anything like sincerity to the ity o
: of pose may seem farfetched, hu for-
ered the walls of his room with blue china, 4 s X
and then and there he uttered the famous wha?”:mg'whl}i»m “;ete Gndte pware §sont
phrase which Du Maurier later caught up q; tyt‘m _",? ahongside of his el ;m.
for Punch:—*“Ah, let us try to live up to|2ttectations; ffor he was a poet, 3'%

aesthetic craze;” he cov-

s, b

fnely disappol

the boys who_

dragged him to the top

nted with the ‘A"
as many another of us, erossing it
onously in those vulgar sea going
we call liners, have surely been;

poet’s soul, however overlaid it
with surface insincerities, there is? P
something left of the child, Tt o, DiS
essential sincerity of Wilde's natuzi;

gave force even to his insinceriti

strong brain work behind them.”

cabled over to England. The
with public protest. It was
the “pirated” American editio: (?“nc,?-,
8ross violation of the rights optiod-
Wilde’s heirs. Mr. Le Gallienne wdea of

to the intervie 3

and |
and

few
es? is to
careEI had

t
it of a,

, that
he un-

victim did not protest, and when he was at | 0r¢d_for allowing his name to I stupid
length released he flicked the dust from To obtain the answer of the pul
his coat, gazed out complacently at ‘the and the editor of the Aiastini o
languages. He is read and appreciated by|Prospect, and remarked, ‘Yes, the view

people to whom Wordsworth and Milton|from this hill is very charming.”

and Browning are unknown and unknow-

. | T has been reserved for this country, f&‘?iignéo
&l ’hawever, to prepare and publish the first in the poc
~_definitive edition of Oscar Wilde's writ-

ings in prose and verse. This work has
been undertaken by Messrs. A. R. Keller
& Co., acting as the publication depart-
ment of the Anglo-American Authors’ As-
sociation. They have secured the general

clothes and

editorial supervision of Mr. Richard Ie|was no fool.

Gallienne, who had the advantage of per- i

Sonal acquaintance with Wilde. In this|novel.

¢ capacity Mr. Le Gallienne prefixes an in-
troduction . to these volumes, which is
Wi %fm;h tact'and good taste and shows

{8 4ce critical understanding of qualities

| that the Ancﬁ

| ‘capable of grasping. .

0-Saxon mind is usually in-|all silenced.

n drama, in essay
With Whistl
tation of being the
His causti
ness with

that this you

i

E soon vindicated himself. He baﬁied!their edition,
che scoffers. People began to realize|leaves out many important items,ﬁjng and
Ng man with the queer others

: flice. I was for { i
He crossed the Atlantic and was received | C8 8 A wite I Mndlug
able. with the same derision that he had serene- i s : L
ly confronted at Oxford and afterward in Both were quite willing to talk. P
He laughed back at us and re-
Englanad with $50,000 of our money

nected with the enterprise. %es has
L sensg;

lied the oth he be
calle e other day at the pu '1f they

Gallienne and Mr. Keller closeted tdorm of,
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