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" The agt
 (laad thingpainted with gold.                              Miss • Mwhon
 Terrtv ma•de a sniktmg $ueeess in t;he paris of tl)e

tWollllll:ii:S,gWrR'eMfa'nankaS6thanmigehitin]i}8r'rhe'ci'{'aS'2iP,gj2Il

 pit-iful story', and her appea1 to ber son
no"e ta- leave her hrought a lump to the throGS
ef the most case-hardened plsygoer, and slie

 made an appeal to                 the emQtions which gave the
play a touch of diednotien and humanity, which
its obvieus shallowness d•i                      dnet merit. Mr TreB's
m&p- oÅí the world was a spletKlid pieee of natusS
actlng, aod w            hen he im oorrected a nQticwhl
he6itia.tsion in his speeeh, he sbou!d inak'e his
bord Illinguorth a dalightful• study. ]tErs
Char]es Calvert eont•r!buted an uiKrtuous piece of
ecm}edyi as the ipcomsequential Lady Hunstanton,
puhi!e Mis`g EIIis Jeffreys was slmply bewiteh-
ing as the flitrtatious ] rs A!1enby. Miss Viola
Tree sbowed dist•lnet progress in the ingenue
idrajff' e.t reOnfceHbo"gXdieeSnNOirSieYan'dShteheisaAil'ifli(rn)ikegsthhee

s'&' ffg a b       alla-          d eneh,xntjngly in t-he secxÅrnd aet A
brilliant bouse bubbled o,ver with 1uaau htor in a
genteel way,'o; courso, and everybodry spent "

' delightful evenmg.

    •• ' ,.4L}"/b.',
   "ve "`1`Siyl.,g?" :iXi',,\,,g,q- - i.. ;'p•g"

                --.-"---
  "A VVOMAN OF NO IMPORTANCE.,,
            (By Oscan WII,Ds.)
L()pd lllingworth ",.""".",",...,............."..Mr TgKit
g, ir John Pontefrtbct ...............Air J, Fisttsn NVHuvg
•IDr(l A}fre(1 Rufford .............Yr IxA!"GHoRNE BvRroN
Mr Kelvil, M.l'. ..............".,.....gNr C}IAR:,ss Au,sN
1'he    Yeu. James Daztbens, D.D.
                      Mr EDMvtsi) M',kvRicTe
Gerald A,rbnthnot .....,......blr CHARLus Qb'A!rreR)a.sits'R
Far{ruhar ...........".."".."....,........Mr CILIvii C7uitRIe
Francis ......,.....,........".......Mr b". CovvLp.r NS'n-iGrre
J4ad.y Hunstftnton ...............Mrs CHARLns C"vERT
Lad.y Lbreline l'ortefraet ........,..Tkliss KATE BfsKop
La,(1.y Stuttield ........".....-.........Miss KAzz Cv'ri.ER
}{rs A.11enby ......,."....",...."....Miss Ei,Lzs JEFtREvS
Het;ter NVorslgy .......................,...Miss V'ioi,A TBER
MiLr," ..".........."....".""..-....... Miss HimA MooBn
Mrs A!'ottt}mot...........................Miss MAitioN 1iEBRr

" Tho Book Qf Life begins with a man and
      and ends---with RevelatiQ.ns" Tl}is is
   . one flower taken at random frorn th6
       of ooruscation that aa'orns Osear
   's oomedy of ]"anners-and morals, "A
     of no Import,tnc•e," which Mr Tree re-
   at His Mqjost•y's last night. Indeed, epi-
   jostles eplgran}                  "- ith                      such exttavagant
        thut one e•an barelv reeall a twen-
 . ef the worldly wisdom "of the wayward
    whg fifttren .vears ago had built up for
          & lit•tle kingdom in sociGty. Onjy     quite
  act,$ of "A Woman of no Importance" have
  yitaJ relation to the drama;                          t•he other twe
  a dazzling display of verbal fireworks. It
a game of '`sou let oft' a cracker and I'H fol-
  with eoloured fire" ali the tin}e, and Mr
   gets most of tho coloured fire, Lwhieh in
 nature of t.hings---•and as t•he actor-managefr
 should do so. We said that only twe acts
   any relation to tRiie clrama; "'e doubt if
  have (in the author's oonscienoe and brain)
  relationtoh5ilf.e•..N.V.eba.rte.a,1egh08Yoo..n,/,'.i"2fitg. I'

  .,,XU.'.ept."".fiI.,Lyt•a"g`nb"cr."%"li83W..M,amb,Y`

 pitiless s(Å~Årrn of the Puritan and unsephisti-                                         l•
 d American heiress, He6ter Worslecsr, wbo,
                         habit Qf eayes-   with       her serimons                  and                      her
      strikes one as a biS of'a prig, despito i
             bLr.haviour in                        t}M) eod, we can i
     t"he inhumanity aJid laek of realL,m of
                                        t play. Becsides one jove insinceriti'es when
v o,a,.Te,S8,!IIid.."P.N.'vi`gl..theb.ii.a.".C.e• Pii.q"nh".tPf'/1t

                                       lphilosophy, but while ix has the evaneseence
chaMpa. gpe it has.aJse its sparkle, end to
   at it is net to be Lunverted, and t•herefore '
   we qhuekled over the discomfort a.ndi
     snort .eft-he Archde{K)on when he was l
 - .to..IIiElggE',,Vo.fllSM,'.,gm,:p.r,.Yh'dsideef}glg.i.ew.ts,1•

        sense ef hurrrour was titiMated. We '
 rKvt g'oi g to reeapitulate the story. It can i
tokl in a couple of tragic sentences The j
     a mandGss boy diseoviers that the man i
              appcnpt as his secretary and i
      is his own Megitimabe san The iai-
 .Oi.f,t,tfftgh"bo'htoo.lj2,.iS,ha.rod",Sed•iz;i;i}.l.il,l.d,-'.i,K'"he9.,iS,,".i

      son. •and the otrtraged mother for ts5e
  . Lord I,llingworth's trump carcl is mar-
  •and       respectability for trampled honour, ,
 tiie mother rejeots the prDposal and wi•ns t
ofth.-A%fg9:•bg,idS.pe.il2ke..fiNgihak,gpt.sw.'i$.tyigi

                                      l
 ' socia1 erusadems befo!e the pubiic would
 their ee.rs to lrave im the aiwhar of.
  .gSin Set lies 'lik,e a lep,e,r in pu'r'ple-.a s
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"' r''-z År -)Star. ,- •
-

;' :liifis MAJ:EsTy,stt'i 'L' i'rme. '-,/,

       't-  ----r..:--d .     "'A Wemab of N6-Impertaige." '
  'Osear Wilde's eemedS..was revived last
night by Mr. Be-'erbohm Tree with signal
success Sinee its•p!oduetion foureeen yearsi
age the werldi as everybody imews, heg;
g.rowR evertso much older ahd Wiser; bs-S
ttL has not eutgnwn truth-& reason why•
l'l•-le wQman os No I!np.ortGnee"' rnust appeal'
lp al1 intelligent men and women 'ef good..•

 wi' l'1 as ebe ot the few vital, dramatie'
th. ingis of eur gekezation. It was' no,t only.

gpa aehievanent; it was a sign}and a pro-,
'

'

ipt-iS-.e'iniPi.rs'.co.Vte,ry.h,&fkt6-S.ia,U,lt.bN.iyS,eaHSY.;.C,Ohn6

kO'ineio'engraneteeO,raft'diÅées"'i2v"eh"a'fiao'dearni}dil::'llOOG"r,

t; .,.maatwn.' But, diffeiing ftom tbe method/l

'tt'hat,.ep,rli.,arss.y.,hZ,",]ZYO:ilS•I}.,.e,f",.O,,{•:.fil

lptnd embti{inal sineertty whieh pieree the
//bxteMal wrapPing oi a per,verse anq artifi-
reia! wig and cause.us to thril1 in responseto
:,them. rn sum, the theme is barefaeed
i• rnalodrama, but whg Would 'nct have meaQ-
l-I•ll'pil:,rua.sg.g\t(,u,s.edtUt,h.j.eg,a.ngagft,,'i,g

isgthuMaine" do not ex•peund tbemselves
ise•' to speak, in dramat-ie movement They

'

l;/k':.tS-/1-..Os"i.l-l'SSBti.i..`•'X`tfe,12h'i"oi.ii"iig$',tt'ttlar,i/kt.'..:hlS•'xPeg,il•lii.,,/tl

 xit teuches life at many points, and                               touches
l'ielk...mkdi"9i,',l.•:hll'i/i.fi,•gO,:;3,k]lllt.th:.t,.itth.eE:,tÅí'..er.w:h.`'f"'.",,."..fi,IUtttFgryi..sglh;Q.l,

i:lh;e.wh,eSftignff•tty-he.t3,tbi:2tfi.il.E.d.dTegC-g.2#"gio

 tt
's,zaL
i,k.;"'

 `lhe seeular arm, and -zs being.slgw!y
 slieed to d.eath z'- ''                  "s .. .                   "•
  StM this dialogue, supples nerv. eus,
witty, embodying el purely egotistieal pmNor
sophy of life, is one oi the rich treasures ot
the drama•ot to-day. .It illumines the
melodTamatie action,' just a$ the plot re
deems the dialogue trom inhumauity. It
is singular to observe how oompletely W.ilde
                            cliampions                  the. ' avQwedanticipated many of
of the women's cause. Whatever its other
                           a very beaudeieets, the play vibrateS with
' tiful and tender sympatby ior womanhood
                     e- ,meeting of IicSrdCertain}y the story ot•.th
           witb his sbn and the mother of IIbogwerth
his son twenty years afte; the lad's bir.th

S'tth•i.e,d."W.t'tl.l),,ll.g.,.i..t.P..as.iSdYl.."at..`ei,saden,{}fl-ti}Vh.eptin

   ueiEbl'usklerisize.eArasbuthnot

   ver indie&tion of
    sh4dow of a sneer
  abcatxS,        words. Miss
    an.ce. as IYErs.'
 ''ld, sincere, but
  .to deeper signifieance

.

itw#.re,i.wath.n,ot'R7?,g

tq,te6e2n.thagi`lfO.U.t{t}•.a.t.e,"il•g.ebn,C.e

:oonvineing. Miss Ellis
Ervitticisms with, too self-consoious
•l}d!dge et their merit,while Mrs.Calvert's delti
ptiously comie and
hssertiens ot stupidit
,ibrmanee         in a difu'eu t and
ge, tps given'by            Mr.                Charle
esgllfd2:bpa'UeteshmO"i,.

ipmtieg as the Archdeaeen
,gpa. t    oomedy.            ?erhaps
&tit$i"s,C,'"'T!i'i'd.///C.ng..eg,.t/'hn2e.h,e,rwork\llFdebyMPi,

ecSIIblleee`a?{lell:a?nianandd

i .. earlier seenes, presenting a simple
• . ore, tuehigte
eeaj.ti?t,on.ddraM."thi.de?iy,om

• is former mist,ress,
 l".etP.\,iSaSh.Illieth.Wmithan's tongue is tippea with

    , with an anguished bJow. gall
` humanitarian and j'usq but wM -appla.ud .tbe
 trlogr. '

,
yt.;Sueh' ?l!E mae{ty, i elts.. cuzrsei

}rfelicate acting for
 'tLdeaalPPile'x'poeen","ofthee

p.anetier. And he,resumes
ee.mlllleSrsanhisage'orll8--ll}ingworth's

l.tomething-nothings
paem gn         the spot.
ge/ot so mueh with
gl$'with/ •the'intelleetual
twhist in hedonism.
ioments last night
tdn'..,liii.Iliibllj.a"ttift,,,`IIIil//b.'.`hno`

 ''.gled with mere

   •- .-sasiiigrwtsrwl'y
  but she, a good woman
 eool seorn at first and,

          And.,no man,

esS'  "-

         '- needsf-i 'J-

 its due interpretati :
   there isi almost th'
I!1ingworth. This is hisi
      an old triuMph."
  ean.say---when he r
              bTiMan

.ksi,ifnilim'e,er;,c,o.ig2f,g

ins,tinctive pritle of ta.e '
      arrogapee ol' th
     There '"were tw"
  when he was partieui
sorrY,'i tibM..ig.s,o.,rr,yi'l..h.

nothing eould havG ex-
  l6ljittn,e,,Spfi'le,r.e.{l.iFg;

he fiung his last bruta
      was another ve
  charaeter refiected '
     ana the stabbing'
   Marien          Terry's per'
Ar;.l,utitF,glhg,:i,aF,gath.e:.g1

       of• the part
  in her of the bitte •.
 scorehed her love tdi.
    Jeffrey3'geteie.eiehk'dta.'h.i.i$

"i X?Ci
Selil..a"tdi,,rmzb.ibl,e.',i.bi.u:eS..:hoA$

  T}ed.s.t.a.ge`.M.a.\,a.,g.e,#

     ; they sre ot farce4h
  scthtiengM08tnOttheeworthes

g.S;pg.mW'xegnfc.,ggec,.Oeadp.igSe,

 S`A"llilZ,i,o.f•.thh."sgaat".dG

the end.. A play not edl
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;'  tl• WOMAN OF NO ZMPORTANCE,t REVIVED. 1i .
                         -'-"-'"--"-' l

,itÅr.

1•ng ;'

l .xY• '

1)le;

ii;-tN

IsQ

•h(

r' i"lii

li
'  [1/ii

cp.

rNn '

                                                    seemed
                                                       un-1
'..X.Il'i'gMM,i.i'$'/l,ih$.lj,cog./i,.`,,,y/l,,h:,a.chi,G.Xh,ep/S,,,.,S#'S//ee;.,hprorhl"gollM'.i

i]h/lillilli'li/41i/i•iltIS/i',glk/f,X,indg,,;t'/kll'R,•hne,,i.,si,$'i•,,IX/g.'.ed,ds•ee,g/iy,,t,:,lj,s•,i{i'tel,/ii.lk,lt,Os

2019-03-18Jissen Women's University Library 179



,c ans wou  ea  a .

Clas. g

.t•}/tfklit;•:gx.l••t{•l/,'-,   I
  ;

"era1d

x,,ill-{,f•:di--t".•tt••'gt,],,kgk.•,ii.-'i-,gl}-`

  "' :

r e -
:.-..-

r  ;t
z•.,;,'

t/r,-.ri-!:•..T,-f-i-I'.'
 ..Lu`;-l...•.' [l'

2019-03-18Jissen Women's University Library180



' , tt;• .  
,i•

  . .•
 .

,

              r•xi•

       " "n'"'e---r --".

 t .. .;. ... : 1 !tl " ;'i '

""""`"""
   HIIS MAJES,rv,S THEA!1RE. I
 "A rvOMA2V OF NO lllf?OerANCE." !
            By OscAIt WIm!. I
LordIllingvecvrtk ......."...".." Mr. Tmo.
           ,.."...""." Mr.J,VisEmsWmra8ir John P(mtetract
IJord Alfred ltutrora...."...."... Mr. Ith]GEQBN Bema
Mr. Keiyil, M.P..,.."....."".".. Mr. Cll"pt,zsAi,LAK•
1"he Ven. JameB PaabatzJ, D.D. M r. EDitvaD MJLeBICr.
S:/SYI`liA.r.gi)e.":S::::::::rJ:;:'::"."..M.'g.U.i.Zi,2,.Ll21/di:SsiQ,U.A.B.T.'.B.'.[AM" i

LadyCaroline Ponteimt ...... Miss KATz BisHo?. '
LiEtadrHIi2ik"etnfibeyid::.:::::::::::::::.:.::::'Ml'2:l:".:ig`SigEl;icvlisl""x'rs. i

i:if,Ye.'.,W.o,ril;if2r,:::::::::::::::::::.M.i'ss,ill:Oillt.TM.;h.. i

  When "A Wornan of No Importance" was i
first produced by Mr. Tree at the Haymarket ;
'.i'h

.e,a,Ltfae,o,nh.A,gm.'idls9{,ji689.3.•ghhedrg.ein.e,r.a.ii.e9iinthg.I

action of bhe play, and that the eptgrarpsl
delayed the unfoiding of the story.. It ist
P,raOsbacboinesitdh8rtabtalyStechainntmgedte]fiOih"ehefothuretaeterfil

years which have elapsed si!K)e then, for last i
night &t His Majesty'g Theatre the melo-
drama af the play seemed old-fashioned and
out of d&te, and the really enjQyable part was
the bril"ant wit, which amused as much as
ever, though it has no longer its ori.qinal
freshness, since '

      "Most eaii raise;the fiGwers now,
        Fer all have get the sek)d."
In truth', the verbal brilliance has worn better
thaii the melodramati6 plot,                        for wit is always
young, wheroas we have advanced cons;der-
ably in the matter of plot8 'and their un-
folding since i893.

           is rm 'a,cimjirably caNt}. or tl]e  Tbe ptece
origimaL r,qpses'entiai]ives Åqmisr t•wo rmin, Mr•
Tree, •resum{ng' thte pant od bord In3n•guortai,
in whGch he made so male a guceems tiMb the
Haymarke't Theain"e. He ddws tbe ckwer
epigrams with which thg) pant is studicled

 wibhout & 't"jrace ef di'opt, amd Wtm in (x)mes
to tbo dmama he'is equalay masterful. Mr.

 'i"iee pliaiys tihe Ixairrt) witheut exaggeratzkm,
•and wrth quiet distinctie' n. Mr. Charles

A]imi a.gatlt i'esumes tbo patrt of Mr. Kel•v•iL
 M.P., an-d placy:- the poaibeal bure wtth abso-
                              , (lerald luOe tidxi{LSty. As tbo prGgtlsh youth

." .r.dbU.t llCE:.l.t•,,.M.r•,C."ks'l;Iies,,,,ISua,.Eraf,?rm.aa.{n•ediEikrici

                          f the chanrc-

v

to anphasise the gqrtnous
ber, and to force the
Aebuthew'b wms tnking
handi Åíchr it is an umgnEv
pecuderr' relatioa]ship in
L,oarl IMtimgwomth malcms
luist at onse Vhat
tragic a beuring.
sketohes ole given
Maxirioe and Mr J.
h-as found the ideal ]Y[rs.
Ieed Mrs. Bermard
Terry
r,roat a power ot ca
yhe n]nkes whaA)ever she
"ight. [E{his quaJity is
.4LirbutihnÅqvt, for tihe .

ierges d'angerpusly on
)specially in tihe last
wcFmh imsults her,
ul t'heo.ugh
us forget that in reaiiity
ratfoer hastxliy dealt
succeeds Miss HorlDek
heiress, Hestor Worsley,
chamai made even the

i

I

 
 
 
 

 #it

I

g

                              IC mote-
                             op•,'kLghrt
                              aaraNhe
                    which he stamads bo
                     bis poettion in the I
                                     '' il                   tm ut toe                                      in                 Vemybyale]sy[iner..ohEar,imletendr.t•

                FsistreEt White.                             Mr.                                rl}Tee                                      a.                     Arbuthmot to suc-                                      l,
                  Beere. Miss Marion
     has snoh a wiiming personaliby, and so
               mmaabmbg sympaithy, bhat                woFn[}1.tll•iiltpattt•alllk:t:IIill4ttpe,'Eili.I'

                  act, un•tal I}cNrd Illing- ,
               'but MisS Teavy ca,rcrt-ies it ll..'
          niumpha,p:aly,)i:;lisds{lll•l;vtt61icott/g-it:/

                     as the Ammm "s
                    and wiab her girlish                                     i.g
                    Purdtanacaa and ru-
itllaglliit,.beime`iful,:i91`]*-tai,.surae.Mbl}:/lglli.:aS:elttygi/tili:llAili\tAiF'gSI.l,.iiifi/ig..p.i/

are meanb bo be blaurieless' are tfti(Årse with 'v
which we have the 1east sympathy, bnt v
XPg,tr.'.Yill.iii,thha,.i•Y["sse,-.ch]Y.Earibaua,fiiPaew,xaik'..Mal•Illd.i.

speaJr are, as it wene, gkoSsed over. Mrs.                                      1
Oimlas da1-vat ts delightiully comic as ILedy f
Pr.m,st,.d.a'tmdimm' .,,,tt'h,mahe'slu.,i:.:Il.gll.x,thanadt'.lal

Miss Elgis JelZTeys,-Misss Kgbte Btshmp, amd                                     tt•
Mgs6 KaAx) Cutiler ape exxreimt as t!he tinree'                                     ;ss.
il3laFpa.ggldetgt•g{:i/i;ytimoof.lft,;5d\S•llme..,ww•T..belmstN night with t'he heertiest applamse.. ,,it

                                     ill           v.            '"e'--er.-rk=..d-.
                                      c

ii
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                           ' lt. v}   .Evfep.in(,v N'gyy$?: ..'"

  ., ".. .--''t]rJc'b`SPHINXES"' WITHgi
    OUT SECRETS," •.
             -N---e.-W i.,  -(E?IGRAMS, A POOR PLAY,,
  'AND A GREAT ACTKESS.
            •- -epte                     ' 'Mfe. Allen6y (AIiss Ellis Jeffr6yg, as
 lt9oUlltlani!n a g'ouderful gown): Define

  Lofd Illingwerth (Mr. Tree, rather like-
' the'    German Emperor with                           moustaebe,
.modinedÅr: Sphinxes without secrets! -

,Or againr ''' Lady Stut!ie!d ÅqMiss Kate CutlerÅr: I)Qrd•
rllingwprth, m'hat is Ufe? i.

''  Xtord Ilkngworth: Life is a rnauVtiSb'
qi Ueanrtst.dibeure made up of exquisite ma,

l!ikTedhatoriSptft•e2e:IPiedtOtfot?ik"egeer"itsUsre{;4r'}lgv?i?diee

imagined theni to like when Osear Wilde
wrote plays. Beeause poople don't like
ttiat           thing any more, because onr-     6ert' of
idee.ls )Åí art az'c higher, becau6e sve walif
/;ueX•2g'Si?g.•.ra,n.whj:k9stkagrtr\•fitiil•g'i;pli.e3Sy,SSP,tgE.i6/oS•."e',

oMfSa,t•eibea•n,Sgg.;.e.?n.n,ol,?,i.'X.2ie.ti,ShU,CefeSHf2r,

Majesty's Theatrd.                  Plays that live are
plays that toueh the heart of the mma,
which      chang. ee             but                 little from generation
to generat!orr.              Osear                   Wilde                         despised the
many and wrote for the cultivated few. He
wret)e for the only peop!e svho are infiuencgd
bif,id.e,a.sl,w?.o,gr.o.:2r,R.d.dev.';io,ph.e,vesg.y.ela.r:

il./khkt/1,/.V;i.vei,.Si.i'ieitlll'll/da'Pettll•lllix,eg,.'sc/,SIe//kiY,t,b'e's',A"ii'liiillsii'll'il

'
g,lliail,lle,.gr,lth.ha.etdt,a,'gd.wi"//nk"0611h6.,i'S.fiP.',alf.d"'

.•
•

                refuse(l to marry her.
E6h,ere.fubs..6es•.v.er{,s\atuir,ai,i.iy-,•..to.,g•ll,ew..hi:rL'l

ft',Yd•\i"tsEe.•r.,lbhjefiip..1si,?r&,o.ve,'.,n&ed,g-g.;

   tell'the boy what is their actual rela.';bo
/tt/9Sv,tii'G/n.ilPt.eSs',te,:,lhgeS•lsi.t.G,,t",'gli,'.t"an.rll/i\i,'op,/as{.,'y:•gllli//'/ivg$,i

intervenes, and to preyent the tragedy dis,'
closes the secret. , ... .3
                   t... :}    .. 11IE PROIn.EM. . '-[..-i
                  -. :[.tti'spate,rieiu,.po,..Gk,!rakd,.cl.e,berhim•,ini;I3ttobe-,thanako' d'

in tbe: eyes qf a conventidnal world •right;,
her. -He is astonished and herzified when.
tshe''de;.tilines,. Lord INingwerth has                              ruinedS
'tih/lltllil$'#'llk'I/ililltti'i/9fi'rr.',/lili.Sflj",//eillill,.l.Siibo','.Q,f,'.'S.ti'Iilllllt/Shgnl'.•.,ris/",'.llus.ill•iilk""//'es.i'e'

one more efiert to win his son by efferipg;.
to mahe him lris heir. 'Mrs. Arhathnbt m-i

igimjg,&}ig},tgtg:,g,t,i,s',is,,glllF'tethn.",e,•:il[l:rrx,',ti,

ili,III#brerb./,.fiTi,1.w.':r'yvlllh,/Åé1'III,iillili'ilSilng1ig1,bke/il'li/Xu,/iig,i,/:,,/les/e,i14

             to-'jump' at 'tihe chance di ;.Lmotber bag1rk
heing married. Ee 6uppoees that is whatl

                                 at••                 anY cireumstancesany weman under
any mement diuring tl")se twenwanld have given bp.r eags fer. t; Erbl:ea:i :i

what Societ demaads. "'

.h

' Pe'rhpa s trkt is wh•at Scx}iety did•Åqlemand

wben .Wilil'e wtote "A Wann of. No Im-'
portiHi6e." NoTvvadaye there• is nQt' a sin6"le,
mah'eir. ivroman ef ordimary hear't er intel-;
1igenee whp -would believe fOr a tnemth&t Mrs. Arbuthnet ehcnkl make de rli$

".' ,h.er.,g,\eh.MiVeq•IS.ptestlb.'tiglS'htjEIiilr:illtc-;

tioq"by'upaeimg an a(nepted rdea. 'Whxt'
"

.

//ttwy,,g."istlljhtll,i!ltofsur,"/g,"g//'tllll/ie,tL:kx.K//'G./to.'VeEbilYIIiladSie/1`.t.H,'.'

ma: aDy the lests psycholegically .abtsurkY;
Mr. Tree'e r.evival ts interestiag•ojlly•••be']t
caLuise it 6erves bo shew hon far we' haveh,:
,gEg.glFEfl.,wt.ttit'.llP.Wto'xe.U,C3kx:;neeikxl.Tgjh.e.al.t,hhiec.l-'

StikiS!'di'rtSS'ila\ni!.riiell•llklegt",P.P.os"`i.g,,L..H..yg)•A..i.P!i},;x-,Lt;.,....'i",/l-

             EplG,RALMS. -'
  6As.qrtlft',otru..hnthia.t".e\•.eu.tifihdei,hP]a.Y.tlS..n.'.t.`ti

•il•iililli,i,gllg.11il,IIIIIillill"ii•llg•Il•illlllh,gec,ii,i'i,IIilliilis/lnl,il$1/IS.iS,$tgy

       

lliJ     ,l. ].

J

   urreetioa• ef England.
\,..'/li/i,i'si'i"i'seffIl'1:",k,iag/i.ia,tW,W'iiki"Sm,M•X/li',e,tbeP./*.%.,p.i.ii't$

ttY,d?.fi',i,ieStde•ly;'ig6r:,kk;.iiileee]gg,C;vX//8i}.koe"ek,li6ffs,

if',n.'i.'d`:.M.d:l',i.iT,:."eve?,r",t,"h,ff.,6it,h.ge"y`l:ai,i.i,iinn,ae.

`

li'il/,ts,s,6R'//',{gt'hnP.laXttcgh2\,n.'itdn'ligF9;X?,,;'=;haSekMp..,

.ilj','eeil/:,iy.i'li",•illih///ed11/',.s'ita"iB,,1.p,i3,/\.i/IIIiliii•i'i,ltll/,,fFseiiXilIX"eÅ},S.,'s,,/safr"
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il(-,/Li/11k•,:1111i\,11i"'l'i,/:•#S}i,1111:i.,d..,tsdll'llllilllli!llllllllllllllll'i/t4iiilliiilliil3,//n.y•/l/,Åq/ig•,1\/es/,•gzz/g•',si'ii

    iig',,lii,i,"O.Il'ISnil'.///'ldl//.."iolli'$'ko,,iill',/:.til,IIiiior"/tt'E:i`/t,1,,h/l'/i.'/iSi'/kT'

    g sei :-$,).,s,                 ,dialogue) the amusing phrases put into
       -',i,i./ig,i`ilf--'i,gl"i,n,W.,X.gi/si'i./i"/*,//•,.mlMoi,//iili,e.iitl,ki.,i.ime\a,rrsa'X.:,e,.'k/il

\-,F' ,ISLi. dB,igh.O.Pta}'..8.".d..%"SOrXWg..e.`Z'he]IPefOts'?8

 :" g,- and honesty is brought" into the play
.

"
rlg

s.

i,,

iillgi   ,3f.;..

lli-i
iSglil?.Iifi"Iill'kifig',1,lliiSi   .'iii

li

  by Hester Womsley (Miss Viola TreeÅr, an
- rrnsephisticated American, which helps

rt ibo purify the atmosphere in which the
  fashionable gossips atid scandalmongors
  live. Mrs. Arbuthnot, too (Miss Marion
  TeTry), theugh she has made a faux pas
  la her youth, is a noble type-ofwDman-
  ltsood, and so is her boy, who turBs ont
  to be the sen of the man to whom he i's
  engaged as seeretary. Two very amusing

-  characters are Mr. Kelvid, M.P. (Mr".
  Charles AllanÅr, an exaggerated sert eÅí
  political bore, and I)r. James Draubery
  (Mr. Edmund Maurice), a"ridiculoms and
- impossible clergyman. Mr. Tree himself
  tKÅrok khe part of Lord Illingworth, which
 ' he created on its production. k was a
 , fine all-reund company, and the favodr
  svith which the p'tay vvas reeeived ewed
  much t6 Mr, TTee, to his daughter
  Viela, to that admirable :ectress Mrs.
  Charles Calvert, to Miss Jeffreys, and, QÅí
  comrse, to Mjss Marion Terry, who tK)ok
L the pa;t whielL Mrs. Bernard I}eere
,.c!eated fourtoeu, years aticro--the"N ;part

:, whieh givesits marne te the pldy- •- ',

           --."..--"e.dptptb .--siigwyL"-"-M""-` ng
"IIst,`A.}ea, cL)v`v"` ;;`b-e,

Y"A Woman of No Impontnc G," ,
1inO,st;(fwtIII' ,}d.fi+V',g,i,ay"..".A,.IIXie]ece,,sfin.e,'

 tme Haymarket Theatre fQ"Xteen yeais
 gfPtiiY.h,e:.esss,B.ep.r,wa.x.:,lflj,.W,a.s."e.a.t,!•agI

 }[is Majesty's Theatre. {TIhere was a large
 and fasliiQnable audienoe, whieh listened
.wita avidity to, the bri11iant comedy,

Vgrparlding with wits keenedged satire,                                and
 eynica! eriticism ef the Åíoibles of smart

t,.i.eitfi.,T.h.eun•pig2,k,.h.as,,.amag,oogg.,ig,tr.i,gu,e.•

llll:,e3.iMas.ggxbsl:thffeM.anSi'tSn,gil:a:•ifil?Ili,ldll,illllea-.l,li

"a,h,g.i.h,e,s,tr,an.ge,.m.o.r,,.al.d,ec..tn(&e,s,gr.o.-:

      Mrs          Al!enby (Miss.,vert)                       Enie                            JeffreysM•
1)ady Caroline Pontefraet ZMiss Kate

 Bishop), and one or two others of the'
 dramads perscbh:B. A bTeath of truth and
 hÅqmesty is                             by Hesp•          broucrbt inbo                     the                        play
 ter Wersley (Miss Violet Tree) an nn-
tsophisticated Ameriean, which helps to
                                 the Purify the atmosphere in                          whieh
 fashionable gossips and seandalmongers
ltiTg:k,),M,r,s..A,r,bugXl6no,t.,,ti1.,(i?diisB,.M..arie.q,

 lts. '"kajatta,. "r"' - e"'A-'rr".wNL'- ' m..", pt--".sr
,iixilhT--t--"---estE."Je."th"."",,,staG".d.a.r,g8,and•
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 -,'./Ll:"g•t...'
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   her vouth, is a noble type of wt}man.
tPf.uAs `gimia Jo EtiN Jug ga!al paooeg swL

til,Ek\l'ift:vffts•St.ps,eqg.vJi".gtr\t.e.paiQp."u,"e.".,fft`emo,gt'.'",CssV:,di.

qq#. go po! "to esTe eH"e xonut!as-enyxd i;sig `ps].,l/YartoUyoZ tslootlaqlqiKl

        . `gl#sagD snpanq `emptm paese4smpTas 4BJg
'ltRJWpoGtSntiR)ElteepesnyaFQ.Jeiss#getomp-esttisavptti'uMeOegpSaeqpavneX

  jse.{l flsSltima•b6diEe.J. ,'iny!iO (K)ndPer7s

al r.. .4ij.. '"thc " "r-iv. :te.

-

        FAMOUS COMEDY REVIVED.
                         .-•-...•.-•-,

    CCA- WOMAN OF NO IMPORTANCE"
i,g,h.w

,,,{,,#,,/glj.ikw,e•")','/gg/g,/S/ifi,,.\/lkmii.bi•',X'g-g-ig..i,,gbsi

,/?1#ihlGa,11X'xb'i;W,g.'i'l.'i.'.,a.i9ti'/X'..rw,S,'ici'k.IRf}.giiZ.'/9111n,-'--'iffb//[i"ilkSe'x,CP'//soi.l'lllil,if,i'e

   l/g.iaeso,/X.2.g.'Li./li,.eg'ghtsi.tgX'.,al/:.,',.gu3.allli./g/.:.i\'/li:,S.`i'\i#.g'//1,l.,/l'id';'ar'k,l'

,9/ihie.S-111,lilt]il,It3mo\h.:",/z•,$i.lli;://la,n&r/S,;II'lillili/2,,y?':'k.l'g/i.l./g}ge/i//Åé's'sMigar/.slk'lh..is?

  ,Sei.:,a"".pe.li,tti.,Th,an.td,dfr,?Xe;ecrgt,ar,LtoG}.Sw'i,f,fi.ra:.tl,p,,rÅí.W,gEet9il61iiX.a'n.fl:gerfiOd,M.,I.91]iuse.i

},,Shl/ill'lilhe,/tsieqlps//est•$i,/lllll'kgst:',l'i'sihi•iel's)s'kg,•Se!,ss/ti-hto,/mp,41I,lkli,'/Åé,f,ee//kh/ssngry/Åé-i-','t

'k•IJd,i/#.'ts/i/T,Fua,/&',R'wa,1{ni\"}2],l'/E'/',,g}es'6k'lisea,\.i/\,ee'b,ec,/Fi,eli,lip/lu:i.'gecu',,',glStl'i'-

g.ilig.'ui](ie!e(:,ge,Xgugeg.38,kOu?egPkeg,#g31:lie:egRalZ"e/ecXvg.i9;ue,XKSfT5Z,:.Or?/1{,L

/ii,Zplg,g:d.jOe/qJ.,e,e,,,t.,•gxsO,l,g'i":i{$//ll/il,Mffq,p/Su:n:,/,,,4g..tl/llig.:'/De,se/Ill-,:{'&o",o•s,,espoEi

   t ----i--p---ti--d        + 'eAIgoeag3e Bsol punaB
År.

Sli

'eq ?Cetu asxeoq-eleg Jo uo!sgeJord er[; edovf exA gtexpUnOOt
#n.oi•epsld.-,,o,.-&wag,?p.gur.,,u.o.':g,,s;q..ghcSva,g'g-.?,&e,?,zg,g.e&V

ggobu' re p3Aoxd' e;Jeiq4III seq gl anff 'luoxxeJd eq pue eJni
lililklllj,iSl,'Po.Iiiiii'i13e,$il12"lr'ki'kiSiellll[l/li/IVIisagi•,Xk':,//01k'xl•"liJo.'g?i/11Åétiik/li/SiU,:/:/ioee"/ill.i/lj'l'

'
.":xnoOtTJ.e,S

pi.XOil.ur,.;pg".f,set.-'g.i]q",9,tu,,?.IL\t.X,o3,"uOi,,tli.i.Åís,\\ii'le,ee.Zq.eg,q`.Oi"fa,&'tee.:,Xi,

?uS"O,tx[xge#'oOp"e[Oie;.ONelle2U'PtueutiZigilleSIIoftgOg"eer8i\epP6tioX{Oi,LE[eq.AQOure"di:

•X.g.di,i,iV.kMi,pmePe,Jg`\X:og,Xg:.S,i:asXe,lu.ge•trsi?x"Tge,.edXlg•g'i,i,,R':,t,sgzz-,"tg,if,PA.TonS//i

;Oe'e2RÅí4 g-Bq# poo8 e;I3 eqr ue gl 4I' "'aixbl-lÅël{ll' 'ruO:}p'SQ.tu, Q.

-e, Ipq' " Sg! s rtQr. leln do ÅqI eAg eg ,e•g4 s.O u6g . i. , 'lt-
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  Livove,"or( Sbhv`-t.t.:l ewvvw X

  A IIIEATIIICAts RNVrVN..
   Oscar Wilde's wenderful play, WA
 Woman of No Imperttance," a oomedy in
 epigrams and a tragedy m nrora1$ was
 to-nightt revived at His Majestys Tl)eatne
 by Mr. [I}ree before an aAidience vpthieh
 seerzred •to inelude everybody of importF
 anco. Nl the oki stagers of fust niglst
 productions were there, mclading Sis
 Squire Bancroft (oonspicoous m tibe
 stalls by his white loclks, blg,el; velvet
 menoole ribbon, and distinguisbod ai3tX
 Mr. J. K. Jexpme, lh.                       L;: N. Parlicty
 MZr. Claude I.opther                       (looking inuch
 inapPier smee he gave up polities). Sir
 W. H Gilbert, ete., etc. In one of tbe
 ,boxes was a parky whieh mcluded tbe
 Duchess of MarJborough. Her Gtace
 tboroughly enioyed the sein•tillating
 satire       at the expense of Amenioan ways
 m the       first act. The pl•ay w&s tilmb
 staged aiid admiTably aeted for iins ntogk
 part. Thab is to say, Mr. tlhee as Lord
 nlingwoTth and Miss Marion Terry as
 Mrs.      Arbutthncul were excellent. Lady
 i:ll'llÅíSctahnatiElgsWc'alSveCrat]Piw'ittalioiYmilliigaYaed,webyet`'

 old optimist ei the venenable but still
 fashiomahle 1ady. Miss Vrola Tt6e wai
 rather deplorably out of the picytRire as
 Hesber        Worsley, but she was perhaps"s
 }}ttle nervous.               As to the play:-es ili,v
 com4xsrably brilliant and hiting as ever"
jIt oomes out of the eupb(Nurd as ihesh as
 paaint, even as tOL ts politics "Nlbect
 ag, the Heuse of Cominons doesn't da
 mueh R)arm," says Lord I]lingworth
 "But      the House of Lords is so terribly
 out of bouch with popular feeling, ven-
 ttures sowwe. " ThaVs whaab saveg us "s
 reborts his Ilordabip, oomplacentix,
 twir1pmg a           chaming mDmsteche if ]Sda
Erank Riehardsen will permit me to saet
so• Thm taJge his Loxxis•hip's dmerip

 tion      of tJie "healthy Englwh Åíoxtx
 hrrnting        equire--" the anspealtable pur•
 gumg the uneatahle. fu of the peerage
--"the one reaJly geed work of fietm
the English have produced" Or di
'women---" the triumph of mat7ber over
mtnd " and Sphynxs that tell all ivheir
Eyecrets." There zs opty one aumg us'
now wbo oan mite such dialogue as
this, and he might ver3r well have penned .
Lerd 1Uingnorth' v.iew of woimankindi

  TThe greatest tyranny in tbe history di
the    morid+.            !I!he tyrariny of 'the weak x

tQvbr the gtrenge 1the only tyranuty taia3
ean 1ast," says              his Itordship. •!t seept
a pity Wikla had to siM)rifiee •hun in the
lasg aet on the fireside ajtsrsr ei P•lrilis
tian     Suhabia.

v
Åí .itIsvsy •n. '

Dundee (o"rier.`i
 At a momenb when the Loncton stage
 s !nvaded with Ameriean p]ays it is seme.
"rhat consoling to nQte that Mr [Vree can
fftilt fill His .Mat3estys Theatre with the
work of an English playwright. V2ie
conse!ation is Åqlualified by the necessity Qf

                            Imperti :adxnitting that "A IPV'oman oE No
an,ee is not the werk of a living anthor.
Nevertheless it is a charaeberistie piece of

 modevn comedy writing by thab master of
 brilliant epigram, the 3&te MreOscaT
            evemng, to a brilliant' VV'ilde This
"f'w"itdi

,eann"de' kteheenOii nds;g{l`"ll.lit"ogh$u"$k'ne'n8a"tbutriee

 appeale(l with the same foree ana
                 same pleasure as }n afferded almost the
 the days when Mr Wilde was iu the zemth
 pf his power..

  I.aon't think thab Lotd !llingivvrorth is s`
 part that suitTs Mr Tree. He failed this
       to represent the                       eultured 'roue, evenlng
                   with remorse, with aMietea spasmodically
 quite the artistic perfeeinon which hdi
 threxs pnto some of his re}es. He                               how-
 pver, was supported by a hrilliant easte of
 aetresseg to rnamtain the                        drawmg-room
 glameur af this pa•rtieular piece of                              sucial
        Miss Ellis Jefferies,, }n the satire.

 feminine pounberpart ol Mrs Allenby;
 Miss Butler as Lady SSutfield and Miss
 Bishop as Ixad" Pontefraet repteSented ad-
 nurably the sha!lowness the ennui, bhG
 eleganee, and bitterness of.la,dies of seeda]
                               `t Th{ distinctien, Into the part of
 MZoman-ef Not"Kmportanee who is first
                               ther ruine(l• by Lerd                IIIiugworth                           and
 robbed of hÅëv sbn by She same                         person, Mis"
 Marion       Terry threw her                     artistic                            setil auc
 scpred a well-deservetl triumph•

                                       l

    g, h6 rM 'S,V""L,.. i
                                      l    FA'nnceiese west warrauted by the (xN3n"

/r,ell.,/ti,ill/g',e"bli'Y'.'lls.lnl"ll,lj,\';,i,9'itl:.i/l'/inX4i.i",tts,l,/ss//r'.:oiO/////i'•,ii,

     memories e$pecially. of tl}e stir erex{ied tsid
       , amoeg other examplos. of the slriged 1lty this
( tandiwork' of            aX gifted dramatist.                              ThQ heuse .

'
mto'Si;rhvtquW,".S"ykea".t..pe.ige,."dt"Si't'hVee•.tt,hh,ebeviet'hte'

 tiri!liRneA of ehe (lialoguo, its shreyvd sallieS,
        (larin,rr. generalisatiens, The ta!lc ?ev and     it,q
 gt.Tr(lmg wotnon's place in pelitias a                             nd the eob-•
in'r,o,x.'e.rs.y•.ogl,},e\d,ia,e.d,S.e,m,:.gn,Sfi.sip,,gal.a,glll

ft?gument, tth6 ever'-ready Lor(l I}lingworth,•
',l.iii.e'pll,7/tllsli9,9i']';".l"si,/tl},,ti:.i./P-tk",li/1.s/irlk'f,,51,l{i.ri/tt.Ttllli,lill"#}if

;YosIA,?"ll:'/eqi.l',",.-(IS,"''ti,,Th.e..ec,hE'.h,"R.:&,"h,"fli.lilll\'lyt.".g:

 "Itnr;,o" 1'ftn'y, friitl '?sfr,gt C!Iiarlag.e!'a'vert)t aS
 l)arlK' FI•unstank,n Mi'ss Vio!e, T.rrl)ct; and MiLqS '
stpmis.. •let"]'ffys. share.. t,h,e,.•remain.i g-l 9!Mlpt.!}l, '

          ' ";' '''7'-'si t''

YNsLijj k,svk N"R,v"fi) (eov-;oS

  MR. TREE REV:VES WILDS zaA`

      paY TIIE HERALD,S SPEU!Ab WIREI
    LoNDoN., Thursday.Sscar Wild,
   eLa.vi.ts`dAiW.o,tna.ni,fiinbo,imAÅíe,.rtaBnl;:se,b.h

   Tr,o'ened,.beif".g,gi.Vuernt.feOIEkheearfislStT`hieMebr

   l•it'a,"t.ttd,i.a,10tg,.",e..osf,.thepiecelostnone

     Many younger persons there were •ti
           surprised to learn that ma   Parently
   Yheell'kplaOyY"esP.'fi",a.geS,h.af,d,,tih.ti'Otorig'm'"a

   hers and customs American were
   parently enJoyed by the numerous ps
                        who were pl   'sons of'that nationality
"  sent. The part) of the American g
   was played b: Miss Viola Tree.
     Miss Ellis Jeffreys "'ho made her fi;
    appeara'nce, since her return from An
    riga, ag•Mrs. Allenby, the woman w
    uttered most of the epigrams, was war .
    Iy reeeived.

k' sr' 'L; 'ix i .i

.vt  l suy/-

.pt. s,

}

"
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t` A WOMAN OF NO
      IM?ORTANCE.S!

            "-ny-- -  BEVIVAL IN 'LONDON.

"-lt5t7t-t /-

(Gtwts)

/

-,iCiP:EtoM OUR 07VVN coBIrsSPONDEN'I!.)

                  LONooN, Wedr!esday•
  It is`neafiy 14 years`ago that Oscar Wilde's
brilliant play, "A Woman of No Importance,"
                                  Htawas finst produced by MLt-LI:2LeemJ& the
mtarket Theatre. with Mrs Bernard Beere in the
leading r61e. Now the part} of Mrs Arbuthnosts
Viayed. and well played. by Miss MariGn Terry,
who added anotiher laum1 to her erown. Both in
the fiparkling epigrams and in the touehes of

-beepest pathos she was adequate and satisfying,
 and throughout the whole of the evening her
progress was niumphal. Mr Tree again ap-

 peared as Lord Illingworth. Mueh water has
passed under bondon Bridge stnee he first

                                  littleÅíssayed the r61e, but time seems to make
'difference to Mr Tree. and if his method is a

 trifie more mature, it Ss noRe the worse. and
 not a line ef the plav. was any the worse ior it.
 He speke the bri11iant phrases put into his
 mouth as if they were maturally delivered, while
 in the two strong seenes of the comedy he wers
' exeellent. KIhe support accorded the prineipais
 was good, and Mrs Calvert as Lady Hunstanton
 was a tower of sti)ength, while t-he brilliant Miss
 Kllis Jeffreys as the volatile Mrs Allenby, Miss
 Viola Tree as the pure-minded Ameriean girl,
 add Miss Kate Bishop, wi+Lh Miss Kate Cutler,
 as the important Lady Caroline Pontefraet aRnd
 the soulful Lady Strutfield, were well plaeed.
 The part of derald Arbuthnot. the son of Lord
 Illingwort-h, and ef the "Woman of No Import-
 anoe," was splendidl: played by Mr Charles
 Quartermaine: 'iTrhe revival was well reeeived,
 .and the eonxpany were called again and again at

:thoplggg-gSggdgliLgszL--pmt

                                     "' At a momeuas rvmai tne Loncten gtage 'ig
 !nvaded with Ameriean plays, it is semewhat
 eemsoling to note that Mr Tree'can still fill
 His Majesty's Theatre with tbe work of an
 English playwright. The consolation is
 qualified by the necessity of admitting that
 '`A Wornan of No ImlPortanee" is net the
 werk oS a living author. Neverttheless, it is
 a characteristic pieee of modern comedy
 writCen by that master ot brilliant epigram.,
 the lgte Mr Osear Wilde. This evening, te.
 a bri11iant audience, the old sparkling satibe,
 subtle wit, snd keen insighif inte hui!Nu.i
 nature, appealed with Vhe same ioree, end-
 afforded almoSt thle same .pleasure, as in the
 aays when Mr Wilap was in t}he zenith et his h
 power. I do nQt.think that• Lord Illingworth -
 is a part trhat suits Mr Tree. He seemed tg
 6ome extent te iail this evening to represent
 the cultnred `roue,' aMicted, spasmodically,
 wit•h remorse, with quite the artigtic pe'rfee-
•' tion he' throws into some 6"S his r61es. He,
- kowever, vuas suppgrteq by a brilliant cast
E,et actresses to maintam t•he drawing-reous
F glameur oi this particular pieee af social
 satire. Miss Ellis Jeffreys is the feminine
't eeunterpart of Mrs Alhenby. Miss                                  Kate
 reutler as Lady Strutfie!d, and Miss Bistrop
" a$ hady Ponteftaet rep"vesented admirably
' the shallowness, the en;mi. tbe e}egance, ana
'"' the bittern6ss ef ladies J6t sGeial distinction.
 X14nte'the part qi.,the W`'Woman oÅí No
                    arien Terry threw all{  lmpertance" Mi$s hM
  he, B art•istic effects, and seered a well-deservea

2,!trmpaSPh. ')--..v-.i-L-..---.-.-L.---"g--=--:)
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vAt a m6menS when.tlke .IkmdiÅqm `suageE` ;'sÅí -
k",.sad".,ij'i!g'}wt.xe:`eNptts!},,',e.'{meiSSrJitj.firia.gS-leki%Sal•llliii.ye,,,"'Vs,h}iih9

English pliftw•right. , t;.te .oonselaticnt us
qttaMdied by''thtb uritcES}tsgty''6f admittinfg thab

" A iPV'Åqman of NQ Imperberrce'1 is not the
:2r,li.,,IiÅí,,2,l•g'):.l,g' g,l,•tths;•,..,t,'gy,eEgeiejlalzll,i'!ti•l! r

             .iirg by tihat -ma$ter nf bni}"ant epigratn. tth,e

inte NMT. Ose&rx NS/'ilde. •'I`his evenang to a
.birilliant andiencse "he old sparkling.satjre,. . t
;,III,2iiA:'k!etYiit,p..i•q;nded..atil,eheR+SgEtl$,l5S•n,•t.'me.,h,umigl

'atl;erded almost thp ssme, pleasuce as in the
Ili9il//sp,,'ttll.iille/".•:ttT,.ll/ii':.tsbb.',trnl.l/i,hr,"iÅíl{.lg,//e!h'l';dis:.-'

"failed bh{g e' vbl' iivng,to"-repr?sent the cuMJuie(I

 "xiea -aff11'ctref} " spamo'dieallte i'witk mm,
 w-it`h quibe bh.e arfjr)ti'c, 1)grÅíecbon w.ljfich bo' .

                        . He                             , liobeeve"rL throscs info seme af hts roles
 was'. sappeTb(Sa 'by a" sb`r"i}•lia•nt caste of-
 i'gtrY.t.)':Xl.;li'.ftOti•hi,M,P')l.tiliii6.i•.th•t.ie-,pligl'lllra'W{?gkre;llg,IIi.!

 oavire. Miss Kllis Jeffenes ,in the femmme
 bouriterpart 6f ]ns. Al16mbS•,,Miss Kpt
 Ciit71er a{s JJadS' St-utfi'elt(iL,,- &nd Miss Bislrop

 as Ix{dy lÅrontef"raet.repgesented aamirably
 the slia'11o"'ness,' theLgnnv,i, th. e elegebhee, and'

 the bittÅínwss 6f"ladias ef social distmtien.
 Inlio the • minct of. ther tf' Weman ef Nkp
 im,pgirtwuoe)-"'lpho is-fiiv,st' rulnvf){l by b(ndE g

 I,llin{gevQrtlh and bhen rcbbeRSst'ef her'tsc)e! pt :
  the) swrne {psrBpn, 11iss Mgrieftt Terty'tthrerr '
 iner a•ri7.istte soulttmd sc(rrecl ,as•wsllt.dbeee't'ved. "
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..Ijt!l!?IE',0.S,.k?l•li-d.-•gl,rliigir"t`x9rC"otfu7.-!oil-:sslri'Nau

"es""iih/[tsPOfiX",n.'2Ik.Yh(i$.\.sseg.ptbogeeydea2:

    ago) when Mr. Beerbohm Tree was
     manager cf the hot;se, wEts revived this
C evening ut His MajeGty's Thoatre. There
O SrvasslaTge and fashionable audience,
CN whiÅëh listened with avidity to the
    tbrilliant comedy, sparkling witb wit,ES tt keenÅídged satire, and e•ynicai critiedsm

    "oi the foibles of smart Society. The play
    thas a good aeal of intrigue, though of
    sn unconventional sort, but its chief
    !neTit lies in its bri11iant and clear-cut
.s dialogue, tlbe amusing phmses put into
  Jthe meuths of the principal gharacters,
    lsnd thQ strange moral doctrines pro-
   ;pounded by Lady Hunstanton (Mrs. eal- i"
   ' vert), Miss Allenby "(1`Wiss Ellis Je!freys), l

    ILMady Careline Penbefract (Miss Katel
    Bishop), and one er twQ ot•hepe ef the
                                tmt•h    dramatis personen A breabh .e'f
    and honesty is brought' inbo the play

ts

if

by Hester Worstey (Miss Viola Tree), an
unsophisticated•American, whiÅëh helps
ibo puniy the atmosphere in which the
taShionablg gossips aiid scandalmongers
;ive. Mfs. Arbuthnot, too (Miss Marien
Terry), tbougb she has made a fapx pas
in her yioutth, is q nobhe type-ofmoman-
heod, and so is her boy, who turns out
to bo the soii of the ptatt te whom he is
engaged Bs peeretary. !llwp very amusing
characters are M. r. Kelvid, M.P. (Mr.
Charles Allan), an exaggerated sort of
peliticill bore, and Dr. James baubery
par. Edmund Mauriee), a'ridiculous and
impossible clergyman. Mr. Tree himselÅí
book the psrt of bord IMngwerth, whieh
he created on ibsxproduetion. It was a
fike all-round oompany, {ped the favQetr
vith which the play was recqived owed
mach fo Mr, Tiee, te his daughter,
Viola, to that admirable eactress Mrs•
Charles CSalveTt, to lliEistr Jeffreys, ainG, QÅí

eourse, to Miss Marion Terry, who book
the pa;t whieh Mrs; Bernard Bee"e
created tourtnen, years agbethe• pact
whieh gives its mme to the play.

-

" A Weman of N6 Imma"
.otscarWi ,lf.iig,V'.?tlit"Z"mu"4fiIIIiL9illl,ll.y8hfllY,'

mb    Esymarket                      fourteeg years              TheatrB
ago wheza Mr Beerhm !I!ree was -!!lanager

 of that house, wCas revived this evening at
 tiis Majesty's Theetre. {I!bere nes a large
                            kstened and fashianable audiance, which
 wita avidity to the brilliant oomedy,
{ sparkling with wi+J, lree]tx-edged satire, snd

                           bÅí cynical eritieism ef                     foibles                             smart                 the
 society. S!he play has a gcod intrigue,
 theugh of an imconvehtional sort, but its
                          and aleaib chief merit lies in its briiliant
-i$:gdi.ago.liii"s•.th,e.a!.nillF,g•:i..p•ll:1".ttsx6`.i.to,

;and th6 strange moral                      dectrines pr"
/LPoundod by Lady Humanton ptrs CaY-t
,.vert), Mrs Allenbv (Miss Ellie Jgffreys),,
iLady Caroline PonteSITact IMiss Kate

V `Bisbop), and one er two ethers of the
" dramatis personaa. A breath of truth and

        is brougbt into the play by He"` honesty
lter WorsIey ptiss Violet Tree),-atr•un-
iec•P/rtFur'Cghtt•g.eet.itrpg2e:•kWtr•l:'l31.hhill•iSps.,eht.Oe

itiTg?iy),Mtrsbou"grhb"s`hhe"OhtisillllaaewssfiSgka'50a"g

lrmb..ke,r.i&uj'5•,,is•,.a.n.•ob,ig.t,?y%.oi-wg.m,aes,

                              he is be'the son of the man to whom
 engaged as-Se(xetary. Twa very ainUSing,
 characters.are Mr Kelvig M.P. pm
             , an exaggeratod serti ef Charles Allan)

eral6'te.a3bfu"fiA•n..d),":",ailllSal/liX'sUbaenTl{(l'l:Åí

 possible clergyman. Mr !r!eb imif boek
                 min                     w,omb..tlhQ .par:S. oÅí..

, kfieft{ee.-
3, a}1-round
"-,whiCh the

"abo IY[r• Tree,

   iss •Jeffreyg,

. whieh.he.

ewF     with
owed much
  , to thatrf:'

  bo Miss.
'papt whictit

        .bompany, and She favour
          p!ay was reeeived
          to his daughter Viola  dmitable actress Mtg Charles Calvert kS

             and, 's of oourse. Sg
,' Mrag"BonernTae.TZIYB.W.llil,,t".)(ti.kte'dthfecu.te..y..,.,{""g

 'sgo--tSe .part ojhigh'givt}s Lits, mamd t9,mp $
'`"

,i.ga,MpS-.!heSl,EIIV5b.l,).]T-'tYst,ts"ttL".hd.-itsS-,-LV..a"d)

          FAMOUS COMEDY REVIVEDVJ
                          .-P.P--..,4)...-...,...

      C`A WOMAN OF NO IMPORTANCE"
     lk,v}"iWe,E,/h,2/i/sti/:••.elk,k":ssl'//1,'s/ii/x,.i'lllllliliai/lel'ec1,,"/ti,,rdl/.i/IL7liigg-si/gitse?x'/",s,.ure:,&Ra,\/,edg'

      ,W.O,",i,d.,n03h,Mle,g,ha.,•//ne.•,,finbd,.th.e.,:IIffIEO.r,",,`,O,`O.iLO,We,.",ef,'X

      as we felt yeamsrea.fto, that mueh of it is mechanieal and
      ,Cb/lgec",//:',b,i'joS,11e/8,"i/ku:,/b."'`li,:/f,..,i,;!,i.hi:u,3',i/kti'sii.\P,/Åé/i.':/{S,/eri5'/"lli/i.i.)XSe,lg,aljSl.l'llllil,if•li,

     years gone by, "A Weman of No Impertanee" lives by
     ,re•,,ags.n.o.f,ig,s.th.e,agrigsl•,ss.aigtisfege,S,i`,/j.txg6tgg"g•6h%",g

     forgiven for tihe sake of the plotil That in a Wilde work
     `iRe\n.Xfi/(rs:te,'krok,2".,?.:/i,f'",h/.igi"s.,b/'.rke,diltliii,lil.crS,'3'ga/s.`iak.xee,ei,k'ili'll,,a:sr3Hxe/l.i

     P`"cCuC.etl.:'iigY`..I,,9S..WdOn,,b.Ydi.ts/:,illilllgha/t&q".a/i.ti.'.S'3F,PbsIOg'1.itetsi

     naGuralness and fragrant sincerity. We !earned from this i'
     ,'e,gl';geLin,?•:,h,aZ.gili,'e.e,ljo.".ws,,kaxe,gi•Åíg,r,e.ssed.,.'..FOhd,a,l,'g?.

    $,/e)ssideq'liti:i/P.di.'l'iloi#[/",}ms,tki/ri'iillg.e.Stlg/ilX,i./'.coi/•to•,geg'ie,:/'k,/O,Nn'as,e,ig./,ee.:S:t,s,ii•iillas,ll

     circle firing off repartee at eaeh other, would be tolerated
    tlitVMwi,//1'i.dlOlbRl",'.gtlytdbo.:iAgkda,sti'2wil,zt,fikdf/.t•h,!gt/litod,511Yxo"/i.k'.t/•Gt,egdi:/ih;,i":'

    g?Il9,X"llg'll8,'fi,W,.h,keh.}Olg,O":,T;ginh.es,e6.a,nd,X2e,fu,i,g.h,2n,d/j.3a'

    te,"orff,:"nnwr,eiql/i.sang'edoig$,ageilt,guf,gti/'f.'tedleb:y28tpW.•hgi•llg,ff'.ggtil//g.egat/t',Stg'

    a young gir1 }oved an                      d was betrayed by a man who after-
    ,w•:g.:.ds,,in,h.zrg't2d,ges,?.tin,II.FP,.a,t•ftaeis•,S,h,e,/.'a,s.veasx•.s,":

    rcoms snd th-e hero ef dinner-parties. He is new bord
    IliingwQrkh ;               she has taken the name'ef Mrs. Arbuthnot.
    'There is a soh, Gerald. Not kmowing"that Gerald is his
    Tsehn,'.lits'kg.W.e,\l.4g.eff,er,s,Pie,,`h.,',,p3s.ko{.p:iv,aZe.:p,krs,ga,rgi

    his mothep, whe would keep her boy with her and wbo
    drpads the assoeiation ef the brute, the elegant, egotisbica},
    ,e,P.',gt,'a,M,M,,at,i.C.bi2,`.efi,Wg`,h..t,h,,e.'he,"\,g,peadn,',.ii.hn,g,W.O,r,t3k&eh',-

    lad;         eareless                 of theadded agony he inflictg on the
,/#'ihi•l,I,/mu,,diii.i/,:h#,'/il2gg,iikd,d.',tio#1•,iiliwri$O#e/K.hilil,i,'21rll'i,lil'IJ/e/an11?i,/:',Rni'llllOi'/Z'/111.ln•":lj,:

,.i@1'i/llttlg]s$sn.'/oiv'"'.."/#3.,keE,/i-"ei,,itioi//\/lgi,,9/,//•.i,e,a,g,ghgl/il/k,./?,Åé,h.is'lipgo,/ke!s•,/S,fOtt]#,ll.#d

  , GeraldwDuldstrikehim, andMyg. Arbuthnot tells him the
//i•gwll'/i,//1li,.l/t..rih,e../SeX,.i'/#/nllstk/g#'/alti.,//./i'ks..:,'g.2e:./;dlii,Elft,',lie{g.,,1•gs/i]i/illlii.s,,,g,/•boii'i,-iisc/X,g,'S:,{..

  -tgoi"Ektrinal-.W,i#nyilggaee,lltng/pt:-g"x.tlll]ge,bs.W;'/S:,Y,ggefllit9tatta-/r,e'l'iiili2'PtSrn.\ghl-g-ljk

         between meth6r ati.&''gon, between''methet 'and
         betwe'ep the 6weet, fresh, artd p'ure tyioung Atneriend""

   Lcvevt,ou(`imt•t.L(ewkb•-.e? v

  rA mpaEATRIdAL RIWrVAs".
    ()scar Wilde's wonderfutl play, SCA
   Woman of Nto Impert)ance," a oomedy in
   epigrams and a tragedy in mnra1eq was
   bo-nigh,t revived at Hi Majesty's IXtbeane
   by               before an andienee whieh     Mr.         {Ihee
   seemedrto include everybody ef urtporG.
   &nco. All the eld stagers oÅí first ni{glsg
   productions were                   there,                         inclnding Sis
   Squire Bancrcft (oonspiouK}us m the
   stalls           hiis white locks, blsveIL velvet         by
  ll.l,}'rPe,X•,JelE..i,bJ.b6g6"t'".,n,t,,.diiS"IL//.gtr,sl,)e..,pd&xt.',X,

  iin&ppier sinca he gave up pelitios). Sir
   ;VV. H Gilbert ete., ete. la ene of the
  ,boxes was a                   w•hioh              parky                         included tin
   Duchess of MarJborough• Her Gtaee
   :ha9i\Oe"gahtit'he21?20p'eendseetfhedmSeqrianoaitinila"/li:

. iin the first act. Tihe pl•ay was furea3r
   staged and admirably &cted for                             dn ntoge
   parb. That is to s&y, Mr. 1hee as 1lord
   IIIingworth and Mtss Marion Terry as
  i,liiiSS:s,t"}i,n.2,g:n:"w,:,l.ts.W.2,giii"ge,iileillliSi//y.ed,lll,:gl1'

  old optimist of tihe venezzble bgt st}ill
  fashiomable lady. Miss Viola Tt(Se wu
  ratiher        deplorsbly out of tihe pi(ytmre as
  Hesber         Womsley,                 but                     she was perhaps"s
  1:Lttle nerveus. As be the play--"as i!k
  L comperably brilliant and biting as evet"
  jIt eomes out of the cupb(Nnt as fresh as
  paint, even &s to its politics "Aftce,
  a\p      the         Heuse               of                  Coirunong doesn't de
  muoh a}g•rm," says ibrd I]linguorth.
  "But the House of Lords is so terribly
  eut ef touch with popular feeling, ven.
  `Sures someone. " That's whab saveg us "•
  retorts his Lordship, complaeentrty,
  twir1ing a            channing                     MOirst)ache if ISdil,
  Framk Richardsen will pemit me bo saer,

  so. Thm            tnite                 his bords•hip's ddwr}p
  tion of the heaJthy" English fox.
  hrmting squire--" the unspealtable pur•
  suingtheuncatable." Orofthepeerage
  --t`the one             really good work Qf fietin
  the English have ]produeed. Orv of
  'women-" fhe triumph of matter over
  mind " sed " Slthynxs that} tell all their
  ge(ret6." Tim is euly ene aanmg ur
  now wbo ean wnte such dialogue as
  thi8,      and he might very well have penned
  I,ord       Illisctguorth's vvew of vvornariltind
  " Tihe greatest tyranny m the histz)ry di
  the      moclrk             !l!he tyranny of the weak
 ;Qter the strong !Ibe only tyranny tbeE
  ean 1astg"           says his                   Imdship. It seems
  a pity Wal(te had to saK,rifico him in the
  lasg act en the freesida altwn ei Philis-
  bian Snberbra.

 L'
    gvubrM-;,VV"L,.

.R,.".` ;..kn,Efii,n$.eev.'s.t,dwed'r"llg.t.ed,,bs"ritst•ghllppesl

    Majesty's, F.'.tLt,             fer !tr. Tree's revival of esear
 'VV;t{be's btilliants play, "A Woman of No
" inrpertanee." Assftciatiens many and varied
 stnstered round the revival, memQries ef
 stayers who have long sinee quitted the stegp,
 imd memorips especially of the stir erea{ed
 ty this,             other examples of the skilled       amongg bsndlwer'h- of            aX gifted dramatEist. Tbe heuse
 )o-ni.aht wn,s kept perpetuall.v en the alert,
    ffequpn"y md             eonvu}sed                               hy the                      with                          mirkh,
 trtnianeA of           She dialo(-!."e, its shrewd sallics,
 snd its darira.ff. generaligations. The talk re-
 r"r(llng women's place in politias and the co"
l;/i:;e,v.e.r,.s;•..e,f,ll:or,a,s,a,n.g,ge,mim.oti:Fig.ue,gni.a,..rX

etrgument. t.h6 ever-rpad: Ler(l I}lingrv'arth,
          with great spirit hy perc.oiiifie{1                            Mr.                                1bee,
                       of Lords are net            of replies "We              ti}?                  HnRse
            nuh}jc.oninion. Tbee makesus        wifh in taueh
 ft eiv}liged b"(}v." The pathos ef the pie.ee
            {n tho "anahle hand,st of                                 1 figs !e.sFg     nothinf
 1.!VInri"ti 1ic"`}'v, :tnd 1!t{r,g. ("1iarl(tg C!avert, as
 ILAflx' Pt'uncthmtonv: Miss Violu, Tree, and Mks
)g,lgllis •'cff.ysys shiitft ,the remaining hmp. ,

peored a wel!-deservea triumph.

i'i

'

 S,A `'WOMAN OF NO
      IMPORTANCE"!
            -N-e---" .  BEVIVAL IN 'LONDON.

(6MasS

t

"B,OM OW'lg COBImsPOtNDwwY.)
                 LOINDON. We(inesday.
 Tt is'moafty 14 years`iagtr that. Oscar Wilde's
b.rSgiizn.S,p}a,y6laa`61taW,o,manofNeimportan.c,e.,

market Theatre. witih Mrs'Bernard Beere in the
leading r61e. Now the part of Mrs Arbuthnot is
vlayed. and well played by Miss Marion Terry,
Who edded another laurel to ber erown. Botih in
the sparkling epigrams and the touches ef

-deepost pathos she was adequate and satistying,
and throughout the whole of the ewening her
progress waas uiumphal. Mr Tree again ap-
peared as Lord Illingworth. Much water has
ptassed under Itondon Bridge ginee he #rst
Åíssayed the r61e, but time seems to make 1itt!e
                           method is+differenee to Mr Tree, and if his
,trifie more mature, ib is none the worse, and
tnot a line of the play was any the worse for it•
IHe spoke the bri11iant phrases put into his

 mouth as if they were naturally deliverod, while
 3n the two strong seenes of the comedy be was
 exeellent. The suppert accorded the prineipals
 was good and iMrs Calvert as Lady Hunstanton
 was a tower of strengtn, while the bri1liant Miss
                                 Miss Ellis Jeffreys as the volatile Mrs Allenby,
 Viola Tree as the pure-minded Ameriean girls
 and Miss Kate Bishop, with Miss Katp. Cutler,
 as the impor;'ant Lady Caro1ine ?ontefraÅít and
                                placed. the soulful Lady 8trutfield, were well
 The part of Gei'ald Arbuthnot, the son of Lord
 Ilhngworth, and of the "Woman of No ImporV
                               Charles anee, was splendidl.y played by Mr
 quartermaJne. ![Ihe revival well reeeived,
 ,and the company were ealled again and again at
 Wbe close of each an.

; At a momenb wnen tne tonden stage 'is"
!nvaded wit•h American plays, it is sernewhat
consoling to note that Mr Tree'can still fiH
,His Majesty's Theatre with tlbe work oi an
English playwright. The censolation is
qualified by the neeeseity et admitting tltat
-" A Wom'an of No Iinpertanee" is not the
rvark of a living author. Nevertheless, it is
a characteristic pieee ot modern eomedy,
written by that master of brilliaBt epigram.
the late Mr Osear Wilde. This evening, to'

 a bri}liant audience, the eld sparkling satide,
`subtle yrit, and keenLinsight' into hiinNut

 nature, appealed with the same focae, sudi

 afforded almost th'e same pleasure, as in thel
 aays when Mr Wilae was in the zenith et his
 power. I do not.think that• Lord Illingworth
 is a part that guits Mr Tree. He seemecl to
 6ome extent te fail this evening to represent
 the cultured `roue" aMicted, spasmodieally,
 rvit•h remorse, with quite the artistic pertee-
 tion he throws into some •oi his r61es. He,
chowever, was supperted by a brilliant cast
 Df actresses to maintain tbe drawing-room
' glamour oi this partieular pieee of seeial
                        is the feminine satire. Miss Ellis Jeffreys
 eounterpart of Mrs Alhenby. Misg Kste
                               Bisfiop                           Miss Cut]er as Lady Strutfield, and
Kas Lady Pontefraet represented admirably
' the ' shallowness, tl}e ennui. the elegance, anct
'` the bitterness ef ladies.ot sGeial distinction•
 1'nto'the part fit the '"Woman of No
 .Impertm}ee" Miss Marion Terry threw all{
 her arttistic effects, altd $cored a me11-deserved

 :urslunsph.".t.-. 1 l.. "' •-- '

ts51"h•

Ygk..) i{sVk. Nn,vaft) (eav•A;eS

  ]Pt[B. 1!REE REVIVES WcuDE PLA'

      rsY THE IIE RALD,S SPEalAb wtRKI
   I`oNDoN,. Thursday.---Oscar Wild,
  pt.a.\•.L`dA!W,o,nta.ni,fif,n,o,imAilsrtaBni:es,b.b

  :6'e.ed.Reif".g,gfi.V.e,nt.f.OnrtvhS;,rfi,IStT"h'eMebr

  liant dialogue of the piece lost none
/lri//.M.li:a'I"li.ly..',itsi"g.'klis/1's'/e,..iI`i/Xlg;.g3,al?h,e"..ei•grh.W•eiE.ts.nk

   g.a.rgng,iy,fi:Zoy.e.d,i.b.y.fi•e,e.nuhm.eeeO.\ggf,

   sent. The part of the American g
   gF/lipeIF,'.s'kairf///6gb,g.s.:"./ielly:.siagag,./T.ra.e'ef.e;..h..eiAtt

   uttered most of the epigrams, was war
   ly received.

h."..-g"ie{Sk N;iNRih;-Åq kbul .

AnusctwevMldiqbmu'v, -:n.Ir
'E,s•iiii,1'Ma.e'dpt1ee',/•.ro,igat/i//SiSh$//ill,I//i.2'iii"ier"id.i/st'//\onx,

gbvh.dv ma.
tiei,.iili/Ik/ir.sM'lii/Sil!/}:"31,li;•ti•;htFll-lilil]iii.ilil:,4st"me;X'.d'"a`,4s:'`,'mmp,."e"hat,,{I':'1.

                        (xmselatidin isLllnglish play;vTighti'' T'iie .
Sil\ljg9ilthhli-X.lttr.,ii:iC,:il.:l'XI2bl,.if•I\'•llgti,'.1th,,ab.

werl[ ' of a ll'vi'iligtaut•ho.r. N. evert#eless pt iip

a ch`arracteris+.ib-{ im of medern cJ'mecly wriV
ing by tihat -ma$ter pS :bri]liant epigram tihs

                         eveniag" de ailat)e :.N.Iz etscar• SSril{le. t•T'hiss

hrilliant audienva "he o!d sparkliag-6adre,,
stbtre wit,- -Lnd -a--keen- in6ig.l}t intx?..hma
natm 'ape)esled 'rvith "the"..'mame' fegcee,` al)cl

 afforded almost the sal,pse. pleRsure as in tffto
i dtays wbeh-]Y[T:""'llde 'rkas in-the zenfith et

.'
1.fiIli.ljilllptgil,.,,i'inf!..de/X,"Z,E.klllii:,HP,h,\i.,J!.:td.lrdi•;llliliil.eliE

{ai]yed thiS e' v'ep` in.cr... t6'-rdpreseTrk tbe onliniu!

,T"!N-rdliet"d't' paE-mao'aicallv 'with rm,
          bh.e artjs.tic lÅregfectietn "gv,hich he witJh quibe
                          He, however,

-
tliroms into s(l)the ol hes roles."

,was.supperted "by a' lt'br"i}liatn't eatstre) ei

}utrefstsets

 glamur
 eatAre
 miterpart

- Cutter
 i as Ijadv
 "the sR!a}lovv'neesg; the -en!nii, the ele.sTebnee,

 dn. bidems
 into

$l lingvFemb • and:-th eri ' mobbg{l"+ eÅí

the" swB pm!its
}ter a•rtistte sf)Fal

impsutme

   te ruatn"an the.dkawing-rrm
  Gf bls'ip-artidrfa:rF"'theee b{ uta!
  Miss K!lis Jeffenes igi the. ..fem4inine

     af Mms. Allepib;,...Miss Kipt
as LadS St•utfi'eli(ls- &nd Miss Biglrop

.

 Ponfe,irect.reg)pe, ge. nted aqmixa:ilXy-

       6f 'ladiisit6f sQelal disnmioit- L

the•spag ai the""f'Weinan ef ISe
    ,fN.lphQ. is .first" yumed -by tu .
                   " her'see by.
         Misi$ M"rioft T{m:.:y'tthnv
         tudi scured 'a'• welS.ikmerved.
   " ' -.ie s .-s J! Jr lv ij- -" . H-L'
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 gitl who loves Gera1•d and' the '` smart set, " 4n 'w•hieh ghe
igP.,O,V.eS6ftre,ll,lltsOllYg&iig,hihetwa'.Tee?•iddrtl-ee,/rStt.•'kib6Whe,e

ll/L.5.q',g'g.:`L',r",e\aig,hge:dgeA.toP'Sh?S,i[i9og-,ga:•,iil8ars,g•i}le,;l9tf.l&wO.Y./eea:,/R,x

}t.•un. natugal plants.           ,`si...,tTedheR}.a.S,M,af9,//,bate.il"atr:•,hieO,MP•egf"tlVheil.Yhfr.e.ests

E•frern th•ose

,'

i',//rd,kglwi.'i"oi,'k,/P,1,iiillSrpttilk,,xTbg,//,nt,,Åé,g,11i.IXilli,11',na•'S"j,li/,.k'.#,LEIII,ll,itll///`'ligrlli,/gMesv

ttllX8msfri.cy,hisg.a,lil},g.Sg.un.iin,atl}lfi,ii\`sthig,p,o,k,e,".;•g,,da.u.g,h,ts,r,?g'

/1'.ke,e'l/l/ll•,•X/Igess,gal•iik,X'M lÅé,,,,lihlklklie//S,://i•iigiiY..IS,Sli2,'e.',.•,$',/as'ilnp,a'iilklllii9ka/S/is'syXi/E"/!a,lii'gi

      net hapavnedb(llikMbOeY rteg9. bbe piaywright's iine,s; they'

..

'  ;..'•
   S'ChafIeg Ca'Ivert
   bedd'ed i.peint

/t•/l,liii/3i,,lgiiln.'.Sl'//L$ei'8,/\,ipg:i,/Ey,,,Åé,//ll,ig,,/g-X,illaslYS,ai'b,'1Åíe/li";rl'es'ae,.'li,i'li.,ei.i'g,'i•li,IX,,ar1ffl/$,
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'1'ost 8() llereury, i]. •
 Y-'-d'Vgaiiw'il'd'ueris"ipligv'}t`Xy o'-mshorLis,-in-au

 g Xmpertanee,'e which was/ first played at t
 l, th'e Haymarket 1'heatre fourteen years
 'iSago, rvheu Mr. Beerbohm Mree 'was
  manager of the houm, wfus revived this
  evening qt His Majesty's 1'he&.i re. !E?iere

  was alsrge and fashionable audience,
  which listened wit•h avi'dity to the
  brilliant comedy,. sparkling witb wit,
  keenÅídgt)d satire, and. eynical critiodsni
 iofthe foibles of smart Society. The play
 /1 has a goQd qe.al of intrigue, though of

  un unconventional sort, but it•s chief
  meTit iies in it•s brilliant anit clear-eqt
 laialogue, the              amusing phrases put into
 lthe meuths of the principal characters,

iplonillg/Tekde,l,iige,n{d//,iH?i.pa:,tknfitilfiniij"l•Ii["i,s+.g,/lsi-ii

 t'ljady Caroline Pontefract (Miss , K•elte!
 ;Bishop), and •Qne or twQ othenys.'of the
                  ..A.breaSti p' f. trmth idrqMatis personee•
 'and hondstyl is broughe`' into,t'he Play
 by Hester W'omsley (Miss Viola Tree), an
 unsophisticated•Atherican, which helps
 ,,be purify the. 'atmosphere in whieh the
 .sS,ashienable gossip$ aiid scandalmongers
 }ive. Mrs. Arbuthnot, too (Miss Marion
 •TerrY), theugh. 'she •has made a fapx pas•
; in her yigutli, ig H& nob}e ,type-efmoman-
•.bood, and sQ.Sg her boy, whO titrns eal)
'.to be th,e seri Qf the tnaii tb Whom he iS

                                 . .opgaged'aSset-retary. !Vwf veryamusing
 chandcters am Mr, Kelvid, M.?. (Mr.
 Charles Allan), an exaggera. t' ed•- sert of
 political bore, and Dr. J.ames P-aubery
 •ÅqMr. Edmund Mauriee), aMridiculous• and .
 'iinpossible clergyman. Mr. Tree himselÅí
 took the pspt ef Iiord IMngwbrth,.which" . ..
'' he cTeated QR. iSsKproductiolz. 'It was a
 fine' all-rvund company, .and the favgtir
 vith which the ' was'recedved owed       ' Psayinuch to Mr, Tree. t6' his dqughter...

Vie!a•, bo tha"' admirable -6ctress' -LMrs.
Charles, Calve g 'to Misk Jeffreys, qindi pÅí

eourse, .' to Miss MariQu Terry, who boek
the part'which !tu Bernard Peere
created foutteeII, years •agbetheJ pan,
                               ttwhieh gives its meme to the plgy. •'' ';, (.

                          '
                              i' '- pt
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   '    .t                   'tt"  -    -.. I.,:'f' A Woman ef Ne' !tnportancei" ,
'kti{l;l•e:ufIarWll,"gV'hpillftaytf'A'fiW..teill3/e.ySlifn."t

 the •Haymarket Theatre fourteen yeafig
 ago when l r Beerbahm [IkeB Was -!nanager
 of that house, w'i s revived this evening at
 }ii$ Majesty's Theatre. lm was a large
 and fashionable audienoe, whieh .listened
 wita•avidity tQ the bri11iant oomedy,
Iiisparlding with wi+J, keen.edged satire, and
1'}tcyni(ml eritricism of'.the foi                         bles                              of                                smart
i,s,ff.i.e,tx'.,!Rheunpla.y..h.fif,,g..g,ggl.Nti,gg•e.•

-

.si{ffhig•e&.Me}SilArelketS}e?lif.fitmbP,i.M.S.l5.Ift'llbe&e.ggalk'tt#/l

'

Llra,,n.du.dth.dfi bS,traLag.e,.HM.ai:lalmb.dtec..tn(l'lle,8,"e'Sl

-

 L,-vert), Mrs Allenby (Miss. E".ie JeffreysÅr,1
l-'Lady Caroline Ponbeimt '(Miss'                                 Kate

 f'Bisbop), and ene or two ethers of the
'

/•'' dramaSis persorree. -A breath of truth and
. ' honesty is brought ijito the play by Hef,j.
 ,ter Wors!ey./(Miss 'Vi'o!et Tree),aan:pm-
 l'sophigticated•American, which helps bq

i?esify'onageee'gaos'IX,flp2Ph8'ned'lg',n3.hi'.Ch..,elgl

 i-live. Mrs Arbuthnot, too (Miss Marion,
 lTerry), tbough she has made a faux pas
l '•in her youth, is a neble- type of woman-

  heod, and so is her boy, who tuM&out to'
  -be'the son uf the man tO whom he' is
  engaged as- Secretary. Twa very ainusing
  charaeters.are IYlt' Kelvil,'M.P. (Mr

' i

l.,,l' /'ci-ai,'4,/,eeaS•,.3.'tllli/ll'lilx//pa.,.'S:,I',eX"Sa,/llCleZ.{,/ili.i.,.lili.,i:S:.3r"tt,a,I

i/Iil--.};,,..l.e.,ama.}'tt..on'a,Åí,,.L,e-,g,Sl,$#lilg:;:g;:IUimg.ot.'t.!lit•},ix;ihi:l:lbtlSll's:t

N-g.,eel""i',Ohnntdh.cop{.Pya".Y.',a.n.d.,l.h.edf.a.VO.Ud'.W.i,thhl"!/'

    ' .o Mr Tree, to hisl dau'ghtet Viola, to that ,
    " dmirable actress- Mrs Charles Calvert, to
      iss Jeffreys, and, of course, bo Miss
    • arion Terly, wbo toOk the par.t which
    iMrs BeMard Beere createct fourteen years1•
   ,•.psftty. the parti vihich gives its iiame tKit ,.2019-03-18Jissen Women's University Library186



James's U8Zt-lte. 
-------.--

FAMOUS COMEDY REVIVED. 

"A \VOMAN OF NO IMPORTANCE" 
AT HIS MAJESTY'S. 

\VhoGn Oscar Wilde's play is (lramatic, intense, and 
since-re, its effect is stimulating and wholly pleasurable. 
When it ceases to be a play and bccomoo {\ string 
of epigrams 011e is conscious of an absolute physical strain 
in following · it. The talk · is so clever that we 
wou Id not miss ~t line, and the effort to follow every 
twist of the author's nimble wit-albeit one fcels, 
as we felt yeurs ago, that much of it is mechanical and 
a ~nere perversion of accepted phrases-grows p06itively 
prunful. 'Ye laughed, but \ve were irritated, b€cause the 
brilliant conv~rsati<m which forms the larger part of the 
play delays a story which is engrossing in its simple 
strength and interferes with its action. Curiously 
enough, :when one remembers all that was written in the 
years gone by, " A Woman of No Importance" lives by 
l"€atSon d ite th(l.f\trical qualities, its "situations," and 
it~ humanity. The epigrams are €XC1ICSCel1C€S, and are 
forgiven for tJ1C sake of the plot I That in a \Vilde work 
ptovC6 the irony of things. Years ago, at ill{) Haymarket, 
when fiflSt the play was produoed, it was accepted 0.6 the 
very last thing in elegant comedy. Ite success at His 
Majesty's Theatre last night-and it was a vel'Y real 
succcSSr-was won by its dramatic qualWes, its plot, its 
" curtains," and several delightful scen€S (1f ab~olute 
naturalness and fragrant sincerity. We learned from this 
revival in what direction we have progressed. To-day, in 
plays of high calibre, we aim at directneS6 and natural­
n€SS in dialoguo which exists to c!irry on the story­
though literary me.rit is welcome if it arises naturally 
and helps along the progress of the plot. No f3uch highly 
etherealised, nigger-minstrel methods of wit dragged in by 
the coat-tails, with the people' seakd in 8. semi­
circle firing off repartee at each other, vmuld be tolerated 
t,o,iay. It must be admitted that to-day there is no (mc 
living who could do it as w-ell as Wilde; but, granted that., 
it would be vot~ inartistic for anyone to attempt it. 

It is the story and the characters of " A Woman of No 
Importance" which hold one-these, and the fine handling 
of the esBcntials of the theme, and the strength and 
earnestness and beauty of the scenes which really matt!f. 
Now and again one felt uplifted by the unaffected beauty 
of the wl'iting. The story may be recalled. Years ago 
a young girl loved and was betrayed by a man who after­
wards inherited wealth and a title. She was very trust­
ing; he was a beast. To-day he is the idol of drawing­
rooms and the hero of dinner-parties. He is now Lord 
IIJingworth; she has taken the name of Mm. Arbuthnot. 
There is a. son, Gerald. Not knowing that Gerald is his 
son, Illingworth offers him the post of private secretary. 
Then, discovering the truth, and deaf to the entreaties of 
his mother, who would keep her boy wit.h her and who 
dr€ads the association of the brute, the elegant, egotistical, 
epigrammatic brute, with the young man, Illingworth per­
sists in rus intfjntion, because he feels drawn towards the 
lad; careleS6 of the a.dded agony he inflicts on the 
woman he has so d€eply wronged, he is deaf to her appeale, 
and is determined to take her sou, and his sou, froUl her. 
The boy is all aglow for the change and the chance it 
offers. He upbraids his mother for standing in his way. 
When, with a last desperate effort to dissuade him, she 
tells him her story, tells him of Il1ingworth' B baseness, 
without, however, saying that the woman he wronged was 
herself or that the son who was born was the lad who 
is list,ening to her, he opines that " no nice girl" would 
have succumbed to Illingworth'e pel"Suaeions, and she 
mus·t have been as much tQ blame a8 he. This scene of the 
confeB'Bion of mother to son is intensely poignant and 
affecting, and it is told beautifully. Only when Hling­
worth, to win a bet, tries to k~s the girl Gerald loves, and 
Gerald would strike him, and Mw. Arbuthnot tells him the 
truth, is t1)e boy repeqtant The story need not be iol­
lowed furtlier. Illingw()rth is cast out, in spite of the 
fact that he yearns for hie son, and otfeflS to marT the 
mother to obtaIn him-an offer scornfully reject 

Sandwiched in between large patchee c~ ~p08ite 
thouglr- slwa.ys amusing and witty di~~ ctmOOn1ing 
things in general ar-e. moments ()! st'fung, affectfnt, and 
effective drama, of pathos, seIltiment, a~ eT1arrn. The 
scene.s between mother aud &rn, between mother -and 
father~ between the .sweet, fresh, and ptrte young American 
girl who loves Gcrald and the "lUDart set" in which she 
moves, are wholly delightful. The dramatist knew the 
force of eontr3!St, and plae-ed a wild flower in the hot­
hOl13e. Although, perhaps, Hester Worsley could not 
have. " preached" t{) the company 3!S IShe d()cs, we readily 
fOl'give her for the fresh air she lets in .among the 
Wlnatural plants. The last act, being .comparatively free 
from th{)lSoO "inverted R·oche1oucauldisills" of which we 
u'S€d to write, is the best of all, because it is direct drama. 

\ViIde's charaiCten3! cmiout81y enough, are not. subtle. 
Illingworth is a varnished cad, full of oophistriclS 
and egotistical blandishments, but a brute all through. 
Mrs. Arbuthnot is delightfully primitive. Hester 
Worsley is almost unnatmully outspoken, a daughter of . 
the frBSh American soil. The" smart 'Set " ·are not people 
so much as gramophones recording the author's never­
failing wit. Very fortunately, each character is in excel­
lent hands at His Majesty's. Mi-s'S Marion Terry and 
Ail'. Tree were by no means ." l·etter perfect," but they 
carried the play to success, she by the superb nRturalnc>ss 
and womanliness, the pathos and poignancy of her play­
ing; he by his fin~e, his IScn-se of chara<lter, his many 
little illuminating touchee. Miss Elli'S Jefueys, MJ."lS. 
Cha.rle~ Calvert, Miss Kate Bishop, Ilnd Miss Kate Cutler 
added point and humour to the playwright's lines; they 
could not have boon better. Mr. Charles Quartermainc, 
as Gerald, the lSon, gave earnestness and a ne~e5'Sary 
boyish touch to the part. Mr. Charles Allan and Mr. 
Eclrnund Maurice played small part>s in a cast of unusual 
excellence. Special praise must be reserve·d for MilSs 
Vi()la Tree f()! her charIningIy g~lish .and sympathefJric 
Hester. Mise Tree played v(}ry prettily indeed, and it is 
a pletMlure to listen t9 her voice.. B.. L.~ 
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' -'itt'"- ;'  -ttpt .tf.S::f. 't -Fr ,: ; e .- `fcr . ;E..,v, ` -,  S'  "J"s Vs M3ei

   Livevt,o,r(ISbalt•,.,!c."w,•d."e:v.. C

  IA r"IEATRIdAn'REVrV2M.. `
  , ()scar Wilde-'s wonderfuJ play,
  Woman of Nto' Importturcei" ,a .oomed
  ,epigram,s and a ti;agedy in ntoralg,
  , to-ni'gh,v revived at His. Majestsr's {rlbeatre

              before an audienee whi  •b•y Mr. Tre• e

  ,seemedrbo include everybody ef impo
  &nee. Nl the old stagers of fustn
  'production$ were ' there, i•nclnding
  Squire, Bancroft (oonspieoous i-n
  ,stalls by his white leclks, b'imk pel
  morroele ribbo'n, and distingi}ished ar
  /M•r• J. K. Jamme, Mlr. L;L- N. ?ar
  •Mr. Claufie IL,owt2ik,r (Iooutngin
  'inapPier since he gave qp polieios).

  W.     H. .Gilberti •ete., et•'c. In one•eÅí
  ,boxes wa"3•a parky wthieh included
  Du•chess ,of MarJborough. 'Her
  ,tihotbughly enjoyed the seinitillat
  satire at 'the expense of Amenioan rM
  tip the first apt. T:he pl•ay was• fin
"  staged• aaid admirably aeted for tbe nx)frk
  'pafS. That is to say, Mr• 1ree as ILe
  /Illingwor't}h and Miss Marion Terry
  MTs, Arbu,thnot were excellent. '
  Hunstinton was capiitally played
      Chaules ClaJvert, who made a svpt  'Mts.
  old optimist oi the venezable bqt
  fashiomable lady. Miss"Viola Tte6e
  rather deplorably out of tihe picture
  Hester Wortsley, but she was perhaps
  ili-ttle nervous. As.b() the playr-us
  t conrpamably brilliant and biting •as e
 "It comes eut of the cupboerd as fresh
  •paint, even &s to' its politics.
  ak the Heuse of Cemmens dcesn't
  lmtfoh tm," gays Lord I}lingwert
  "But the House of Lords is so terri
  eut of touph with popular feeling," v
  itures' someone. '" T,hsVs what saves us
  'retorts •hts I)ordship, complaeen
  'twir1pa. g a chaerning moust)ache if ]lit, i
  g{amk,tt'ha{:d::sG:".w,iPt,S31:,:Ii,iB•llnk,lbo:6t•.ti'

  tion of the "bealthy"                       Engliab Åíox• t
  hmpting squire"--" the unspeakable pur•:--X-tptg,,,.gh3e?:i"ii,:,e.a!JXibige,goiicitid:ITIIii.llg.x,hg,lii,ili,:i•i:.I'l

  'wemen-" fhe triumph of matter •over ,- l
  m+ind," and " Sptynxs that tell aU their ;
  se(rets." Tim is epty ene.azrrmg us                                   l•'
  liig':a"ndhOheCam"igllpttg9erySwacehilhdSvaeiOpge"neng3.I

  il,i'9,rd.i.ili.inf::Tg,T:l,}'p.ii/g;w,.efnigott..,,,ttTM.it

  tite mid. [l!he tyrariny of •the weak •, t
 iQvbr •the streng Tl)e only tyi}mnythaS l
  eua. 1ast," says his Lordship. Ittseems l`
  a-piby WgltSe bed to saen'fice him in th" l
  latiaj tLl.i9tiXn!E,l.Srp. ineside altsms-of pop' l.

             tt                                   ,
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'eq•'•i,,,A hri.6i." gher,es..G.'E',e.tt"ed'YS?iP.t.",d,"bi3-t?•:gher"ct'i

 .g.it, M.aje."ty. 's, for B!r...Ttes's revival of Osearl
 t. IVVi t(be 's b rilIi an b" 'ptay) " A Woman ' of Ne '

f  impertanee." Ass•.oeiatigns many wnd vtuiedx•1,
' 11 stnSterea' round the revival, -"memdw afs,11iC

 ' fia.i er$who.h.a. ve ]ong sinee quitted- thd stmp,"i':•l
  :qt.hE,?Man',139ist".ts,ll?gi".iitt,Sf,i8hge.fstclsker,faxllteedd,l;.g,.

i..bts- :nag'pett,{P..,tas&Xe,trt:"."p.eS{;i.liliE'ta"gk.#il•lffv//,.iitkt8'Siill,iii,'i'E•'ilii'

  tirillif?•nes. of' Shp, dia}om.. ie, •its shrewd $Xllidg,

 ' and its:aapt'i' g generalisations.                              Ne' talk• 're' ••
kflE,lÅéd,till,En,slvl,ieg•liG:,i,it,lllle•ili,iXd,11,/Rb,"•.,ofiti•i,-e"A,k.tdsll!,lil!l,lli.\,•;''

,'

\I8Sl"illkifi9"-..i.lril'l}-,S,FY."8H`..ZPS5ri,"fbi,,',,-{"ig!'gsil-I)lig.,.{,'{,

/1/''•:,fu'ig'i.1ig•go',/{,kti[k•-,i'tili.ljll/f';i,'/i,/lll"is'iih"tiish2ds',.2ih,tl,.,g.ki•ilillls•g,,S/k,;•i.i:,

,l{•:,/Srmfi,",;t:::,,s,t,'lk'Ilzs'pt,{'tr'•'g•"'•g'i,e{'$•el,"tLo5?.rl•ll$xSk';Ulgd"SÅí,F,•2019-03-18Jissen Women's University Library189
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G  ?ua((y,"kfcY

   . ::aL-=;L==:.L;------"-- .  ,,•; .-• . •- .L- ,,• ./,-      .. . t. ...pt ttt..t ...                                   '   -ii i -At ia• ra. tm'ent.wan tne tu'den"' ''Stage'i"!'
   //,,i !nvaded 'with Afueriean plaYs, itis semewhat-
   .i ' oonsoling to note that Mr Tree'ean still fi11
 ./r.' lt'' .His.Majes'ty's Theat•re with tbe work etlan
  'ii'Engtlsh playwright..' The eonsolatiQp is
 'J' i'.. qualified by the neeesijitY of adiniuing thatl
  Ji`Y"A Wom`an ot'No Imptnt•. anee)'-is not tbe,,
  J, t' ;wdrk of a }iving auther;' Nevert•heless, it is.;
    i, .a characteristic piece'. ot modern eomedyi,
  ' l,. wri't{en by that master of brilliant epigram.`
      the late Mr Osear Wilde. This evep•i g, tb
      a briliiant'sudienee, the old spark1-ing satitei
  '' 'i 'subkle wit, and keen insight•" iRto hunNml
  "''-I. nature, appealed,with t-he s' ame force, ut- idgi',1.1

E•'' 11]i..su;,rd.ed,,pttt/st.va.,a,,sa.'m.,elgie,a,s.uE6eti,a'ai.n,t,h,,2}'"'

  L'- '' power: I do not.think thatt• Lord Illingworth
  ;i'' is a partt•hat suits Mr Tree. He seemed to
  '- J6eme extent tg fail t-his evening• to represent[
      the eultured `roue; aMicted, spasmodieally;'
    . wit•h remorse, w- ith quite the art-isti- c petiee- .
  '--- •'tion he throws into some bi his r61es. He., ,
     "••however,, was-.supp'orted .by a brilliant cast
     1Df actresses to maintain t•he drawing-room
     i" glameur'..'ei this partieular pieee ot .soeial ,
  . • Satirtht.,: iss .Elli$•Jeffreys is t'he feminine
  ' 'l'countetpart of Mrs, Alhenby.. Miss' Kate,
  't. '':.eut•ler as tady .Strutfie.}d, ap. d'Miss Bisfio' p-l

  .' , '` 'hs Lady Po'nfefract reP)esented admirably
     ' the shallQwness, the ennui. the eleganee, and.
  / i..' ` "tte bitterness ei ladies .Tet social distin'ctitiR';i

  .i. "" nto'the. partV e.i- the k` W- epan of No
  i,,'i:. '.Impo'rtance" Miss ''Maribn Ter-ry threw allg
 ".J . ..if , heP artiStiaeffgcts., .q"".. soore.d.g we..ll•T(leservect i

    '

  f`'A `"WOMAN OF'NO'
          IMI?ORTANCM"!
               tt .tt
               e.,,.,"p--ne. ., t
, BIEIVIVAL IN LONDON.
                 mx
"t,e-{?B,oM •ovB owN coBMilSPC)ND}!N:-g•)

l ' LONDON.Wetinesday.  It isa'heifiy 14 yearsiagd• that. O{sear Wildels, : -
:brilliant play, "A Womantof Ne Impartanee,
was fiist predueed .by MX--Ize.Q-path 5.a -
'mTarket Theatre. yvith Mrs Bernard Beere in the
11eading r61•e. Now •t•he part of Mrs Arbuthnot is
"played. and well played. by Miss Marien Tetry,

 :lhieOsapdadreklnangOghpei}r'ataills'eli`nOdhienrAOewnto'ull{lthes.io"f

•- eeepest pathos she was adequate and satisfying,
 and'throughout t!te whole of the evenipg .l er
                     . Mr Tree again ap- g'.e.%redSS.,WiaS.,3riI"ff/g}inal.rth. Mueh water has

 .pa,a.S.s,e,d,F,.n.de,r,,.bo,,n.d,on,,.B.mg':gg2,..s{i.nes;,.e.e,l,"S.t

 'differenee to Mr Tree, and if his. -method is a
 ltrifie more mature, it is none the worse, and
 tnot •a line ef the play was any tbe worse Ser it•
 i'He spo•ke the bri11iant.phrases put into his ..
 ,.mou•th as if they were natuva11y delivered, while , ....,
 i•iin the two strong scenes of the comedy he                                     was '

Igx.'e,eeig.n,t;.T.he,,e:.,ppe,.r"..arfefig.g'dÅíd.,t,he.p.fii,",'/i'.ps.'X••-•E

 was a tower of strength, while t•he brilhant Migs                                         : 1Ellis Jeff;-eys as the volatile Mrs Allenby, Miss ':' ,' fr.{..ii'L

 Viol•a Tree as the pure-minded Ameriean girls-. ''- .•J
                                   Cutler, and Miss Kabo Bishop, with Miss'Kabe.
                            Pentcfraet and 1 as the importvapt Lady Caroline
                                   piaÅíed. , the soultul 'Lad•y St•rutfield, were well
 -The part of Gerald Arbuthnot, t-he son of Lord
                                         ; IJIIjngworth, and Qf the "Woman of No Impork•
- •

;J//{anoe," wae splendidly. played by Mr CJharleff
l2."da!.l9ge.,tr'",e'..,ih.e.,ge.V.iria.'dW.,aS.i.Weti'dor.ecgeatlV9Sl'

''  ifhe el.Qse. of eac- h •act. -•,.,,.t•

1     
-:
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1,;

k
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11111//////ttB'1Åé1/ellliliii,/iiill,i/pl•,/all,lilllil,#adiliilll','.,.•,iliillllit,k

="" rd1..clesuyed triumph• , ..'-•,"t; i '
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Y"i.D k,sVk. NSb,-eJL År (ecwhS

   li[IR. maEE REVIVES WanDE PLA'
)' TJoNMDYoNmp,':S'h"u"rLsDd':yfiP.E-O'os"c"arwtRiGti,ild,

  igi.a.\.L`,A-,W..o,rfilg•,fif,n,o,imAil;).rtaBn6:e,b6vb.,

    ll6'e.ed.Reif".grgfioVuerntefeOI`yheearfislStT`h'eMebr

  ' liant dialogue of the piece lost none.
       attractlveness.    its
    t,.,/M.li:-tS"t//o'.,Xn8"lr/ipl/:e{r:,i-,,el`i/llllg?E3\alghtn..e/I•Srh.W'tagiigitna:

    ig,a.rgn8,iy,{lgLoy.e.d,i.b.y.fi•)e."•"hg'e{i2U,g;f,.

k.,,,,kr/it,Y/?.sli.1Åée,/",;Pk'LR'.tff.M.,k"//fS.s,/V/}Oilj,k.il:IZX.'i'i,"gig.'A//.

    : uthered most of the epigrams, was war
 . 'ly received.
g, •1.•i.•,•Ige,t•.•.,i --:;f.,-.e,./S,J.-..,f;••--f./L.it.i••l-..11-;.{ti-.--,. . -l

s
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              . o-;. pt./il,LtiSi'lik-l,-,,,.t"'I•}"6{[ik-g':-i..:+l:":L.'i?i,ibii-l'.1.-' .e-]

-]t ." t i- '.11i'iL'ttl'//" i'liS5itSi-'rti :.whiiil•iliiG'hiwh,"bisg/i{,i '-.1.•-i"T-'l''llbl;:i-" .,--

'/ee,l,$th/iM$va"ptmo.,'/lll'liiMgtanoarMe-.'i,iiilim/[.'//k'1'1'",ta$'.,,i.,,,/lll,lllil•$'1'lkill
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           tt            .thas ma.
 : At a !nttnS•when..rthq .bondOn .tmp'•is] -

tl:,ii,ad:/.edlji.'fi,ig.k".t',,,tS"tl'iillan//i,1,,/ge-lisiili?llllit.t'S'OM,.s,,itii:?illfg.;i.

 qttaLified bv'tlife i}ec.gpa.StLv'i6f adrmitting tinab '

 "A wrm'h--of N"o Impertance". is, not.'the
 wmrk of' ali`vi'itg'autinpr. NevertEeless it is
       teris+.ie;-nie(ple of iaedeni cdmedy wriV
'

 :•l,llh'g;I$ltlinat -ii. ibl:ktek .nf gbri}liant. epigreffnJ tii"e di

 Iate Mr. eseats'"'ilae. .:prT`his evening tg a:.-- J
 lmi!liant'audieitce t{he 'b!d sparkliag.!sevO;.pp.,Åq-. .
 ftubt.fe. wit,i-•6;nd -a.--keen- insl,c.abt.-i.nÅëP...halpm.n;' ., .-'

 'nattme,i npnje*"ed .l'ri ith 'Ethe:'sa"rue: femb',- and'l ,J, ''.,

 'atforded• almospt,be...se. ,rp..Åíi. pleasu•re as. in tiltse.. ' -[

ldiasns ,eerheft-•MT:"""itda 'siras. ilp..thg,zeptth di!, .,

.'
ttJg,titi!.;gil•,l•,ygiXi-d-Q,fii-'//g.I:!ITS,/•.,.hkf:!,.ll.k9tT1"iib.,,g;t.Ef',

 faibed rkis e'v'ep' ii g.t6''-rdpreife. 'ni tbe oislhifiea

 rNs!v"' -ti•ffltcttef}• 'J" 'i pat3m6M•e'aNiit, -it•v' v' -ith ' tma,

 wft•h quibe .bh.e arfSstfg'1}(?sSec.tpt.'wba'eilt be•' .

 •throivrs ikt6-iskineie o{ his rol'es.' , He, liowerer,

 was'. sthPpbrf(ta 'hy a'"':•b'fillia•n't'castR of -
 'agtrrtam'mm.l:ii-.;"fi-hitt/.,ts:.//lli'li.i.rtifaltts•gtp-,-gi'lllaM'g?gtrm'.iN! I.i

 i:.:{i;.:/l,kdi'itt;iisiis.•g"X",tJ•pl;;.;,}p.Fl.fi,{gfgerp•'k.Mfi.....

 -CEb•ler 'ats IJady"''S,t'i lfi'el•el.f.'. ,an. 'd MSss Bl'slro' p .

 •as•I.ady Pefit`e.,Srtae'k.rqpipesept)ed t4dmirably .'
  the sRia•ilo"negsg; the vgn"ut pt.l.e eleq.abeqk and' •
  the, bitterRess 6t 'laq-iis't6f, gc)cial dist;pttiect.

  in'to...t'•he •,t;pa."-•- liaiÅq'thsf•g-iWomaa-n ef .Nk) .
  im1ptaaspt,," •ic-k7o't/'-i:i ••IfigiciSt" ma',ne(l• by P. (i!g.tl. -J

  ;Sl-li-ngugttih)e;-and:-theri-'robhesa"JiÅí'heg"-pt, .J/illye l

  rkteistpmB pmti. M5ss Mg!'ieif Tijpts;tllF.nt '
  fer' 'a•wistte soul •'and 'soered•"a'• welSidi.es' ff. twl

                      -   , S: . I . -.L.. t-. .-.stJ -f .,=,- Fi -. a..- ,. .t .ve -.

.

; .L,t. '. ..f,.;. J.:'.' /f'tV'l"ibjt.'.' lr'.wT;u..-..r.. -.-...]..-.:.:...-ttm'bd;' ".le"L./'E'y::tr'"-r'
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     .G"bdeSc.- a. .     ' Lfr -;g-A, Stl-S

Daigy"
-iSEÅéitptll}gijii\ic;ropt"cptwtzddy-

        i`,AGELESS" PLAY.
            --•.•••-n,.,.-.•-tlP••,,...--..-•.

        with Mr. T?ee and Miss
          Marion Te?ry. ,

   At His Mtjesby's Theatre betxt Wedt,esdsy Mr.
 !Bree will revive Shet ttrMiant play, "A Wpma
 of Nk) lmpoT{tanee." )
   In an interview yestcrday tihe Åíainetas actor-
 tr•drvager yigorous!y eombated a suggestien that
 tita presenVday theatregoer miglrt possibiy con-
 sider the play semewhat old feehioned.
 - `tEmph&tioally not," he exclaimi, t`em;
 phatiaeily !tot. ?ersomally r am stretrgly of'
 cpinion that this play abews its age less thanJ
 any tilay af whieh 1 know. it ee(ma to me b6
 heve boen written befere its time, so mach so
 iedeed that the worid has only just now gr(rwn
 ,up te it. I consider ie more modern, more in
 .t(vaeh ,rith the a{ytual spirit of the age than it
 iwas when I first produced it in 1ew3.-IYhy even
 giim sitffrage question is touched on.
;• "Only, si oourse, the play that is very trus

 can aveid beeomlng aid kshionecFlike the
`•Venus of Mglo, who ts for all tinie in her

-' mudity, but wbo, did she don a crinolinq would
 Lat onee beeome demodda. The happenings ef"
 tep'or fiftRen ye&rs ago are often mot so reeEmt
 Lnet eq `modern.' or so in touch with us crf to•
 day ag `geesar' or `Cleepatra.' A piby of ten
 rsears ago wilI be Sremendousl: eld faehioned
 .tmless iS is writben sF.'jth great trut}lj."hich I.
 Yniapior'ntailitheuse` .,the eaSe with the `Woiinn af No

, "Ah! eeecl snontins, Miss TerTy," ' broko off
 Mr. Tree,         as Miss IY[erien Te!Ty, that delighiful
 expcmeryt of tfis e`Woman (rf No Importarof.","
 herself waiked upon the st ge of His Majesty's,
 where      the actor-man&ger waS going thpongti his-
 xtioc!ning bwiget oi ietters. "Here me apee
 btutly woudering bow far tbo `Woman of No

/I:.t.Si,o'tll'lglgf:•iisk',g.ous,fu,ii,lil•lli,t•,,,ig:,l.'/ge'/g,Z3,\.lli'lliliii'iilie,i".tiafd,:da•y,ts

,:'//@'t7il'iliiit/'e,"/ik,f,,li,S[,,.:Ii'liiin.rh.i/meda".o/,ipsi.k/.M.'/g.g",\'if/Srg,i.Iw.b.,.hgetndpa'wsa.'v.eg'l

  " Yes, but they are too hritliant co im,"
  `t lrts      pdstim iS qlmost tog                     pahrfuliat t}mep for
 Ut?f.'yra,rv)ll9".O,,me,,n.,ed.dllill'lll.)fi,ir"i:l'lilb"dn'linexst•hat

 ycn beve to say .youmelf, `leave ma in a                                lilt-1e
 ;1/,agit!et.\ti,Ut.:gei"nrd:IItiiie.an'.ltl,t,ha2iilee,iak,tl[lfi,ll/ii.".steihi.n'Ciie,'"#'te'il3.1'.'lil-.

tit ,N{leed with the finess writinff oi &ll time,"
4" ,f" g,S•o.ig'2e,g:,d`Sgi,O.e.c.,f.,Te"?•X.g."iiigfl'{.,T,e"SW,.aB.

provement on tho6e wbo tloeked in sucX cfrowcls
:etot"IiySie,Nttl•"n'eet`i`eWs.OMan oS Nu I!nportanee '} in the

xit/k,giiij/i;l.l,S"ii/lis/jmoi4i;,IS',$ie/rii/th,/l•/V,lk'F.'l,ii//.e,,,,,el:eir#Oa/:,i,Xii"!p,eo"i,g,,g•,3al,:mill'Ii/X//il,Ii

,lk///:.,/lii,lli{oi,'11Swlk'g.l//i,/ll'ilnniiie•/tkt'ko•lii:}e//.,.,m,/II•il,/i'il'ililnil//V/'::m(':;d/i,llllbs•liE•ii$.,/,.•.i,,Va,i•ii•

li" ..M-M-h-"-------

  `trbMk:. Ixvv... hseA;} as.

   I' . dn miimst ve11 warrimtea by the eeca- l
    sion brought a.erowded house to-night at.
    IIis dMajesty's ior Mr. Tree's revival ci the
    bnlliantLplay, "A Woman of No impert-.
    .a.nÅéEts'.,[,M,i,,e,,lxo,,yug.w.a.'.,},ep.t.pruerip,,e3ua.,•tueil-

i,tr"ig.'t./gellf.2b,w'd,.t,hsial8iersZ:,.",tsihOgC'dgOrim.:.h.eg,edin,err.'.a:lglll.il;

   politios, and of. the contmoversy oi Lords
   ,and Commons, is singulauly appropriate th
   ,the pregEmt •hour.                   To the usual arguirtent,
   ,fi\';d.ISiillirgr.e2S.Xtt'i/ktiE6tfMny.•,.".tiee2'tk.P'ett'ie.Mtt'

   with public epinion that makes us aj

,ouig':ila/iS.ed,thboid,'iL't'h'.h"..' $.abt\.O•Sh.O.fagh.efgiti'8[ll,l

   .Marion Terry               and                  Mrs.                       omarles                             Clavert as
   lfigiliil},G.',,;im,S'i:}ILillli.-gk.gn"PSSE,ne"e,,,"Shetare"mWani.litE.,.k,'

                             rt t-

   gE--=IS'x-- - -sn H-}v -x httt-S r-V" "-";t- tcÅëk ?th -ntV---estr. " L L
     -6g..";.(ko.N emY• h•evi 2$.
        -.. "År
                   -tl.pe,it/tli,ll.ttnyli/k"/Tr,..eV,tkce.salUilli.'l•th'W'Ch/twbch/i/sl/////it,M.t9iwi."l.:./'.'..ge:"'timto•gf&t.h.,e

' have passed since the piece was produoed unde•r
                                    bus the same mamagernent at the Haymarket,
the lapse of time hqs not deprived the witty and

sparadoxical dialDgue of its attractiveness or the
story of its intermst. IRdee{l, "A                            Womau af Ne.
Importance" shows no slgn of                           ad, vancing age,

 and the manner in which it was p!ayed was
calvnilated to bring the qualities which won it
popularity in the pas+. well bo the fore. i Mr.' [D]xee

 appeared again in his original part a6 the
werldly Lord IllingwoTth, and                            reImatnd                                    his
former success; and Miss Marion TerTy gnve a
winuing impersollation of Mrs. Arbutihnot, the
long-suffering victim of Iiord Illingwomb's un-
faithfulness. As Gerald Arbuthnot, Mr. imTles
QuQTtbermaine actn(l with skili and force, and the
elderly Lady Humstanton of Mrs. Charles
Calvert was a monderfully c!ever and delightu1
cKaracter. ]Sd[iss Ellis Jeffreys act)ed eleverly as
Mrs. Allenby, and as Hester WQrsley Miss Viola
Tree gave an impersonatien pot 1acking in
naivet6 and grace. Played tss it was to-night,
phe piece is assuped ef o cardial weloon}e durins

    resent run.

,.

 I.s is

  i, "NltS•

  i $;"
  i, g,s-.!

  Åreykelthe Rett h"23
iiieaterreOWÅí[ILe.di,{i9t"boSe.aSiStX.M,k'eMd..atT,ttgll.k.'jleS•.XYX

 "sA 'Woman of no Importanee." "                             It is thixeenl
Y,.2a,,r,s,2.ince.G5},,;l}iaggkltsngthd.i'a.io.gu,,:lisIYf.t,a,tthtr.a.Åí,l.;:ff,lt

     Tree's fermer home .aÅëresg the way, but the' Mr.
 old lines went bo.night ag if they wero droppingl
 from his lips for the first time, the truth which '
 un(lerlieg the woTldly cynicism of the euthor's;
tEllPil.ecrra,M.,hb.ei].g,.keewai..aP.P,ll'69gated,,b.Yl,:hl.e.i:..s.hiogi'

i,in'O.trdma{iiaicgiWnOgr.thW{iaiSieabnpaill,gkanetlPil/"gesOmfoeSrSechl2X

ltsli,t.o.,hihs,r.ha.r,g,yv.e,r,e.".t.`ee/\ll,.w,i`,h..a.",l'6"g,os.,,Pe,ttI

l/Y/•,l.e,//:d/11i-//e:'2,t&."gw'///,keg•i,//iltllZ'S///:O,/fo',ljst//•Me•g/li'itiMk.1le/:t:t:ii,lt,i7,'s:,ouh./&,i

,lÅía.',pe.fsb't;,.d.'i.'gh:{glu,ia.s,?,,heEdiryh.aJn.dff.h.".leCZP..S

t many artistic touehes to the pacrt of Mts. Ailenby.
aflhneeoge.tVhiVeah&Vstarigrkiena`gaStcacre4I.esS6&n&igastreods'enZ

"`"`'

  Seetig, v.{y.: 'S•wL-t 2g."; '

  At, His Majest}y'g imtre this gvening 'Mr
Tree rewived his ola suceess, "A Woman efi '
No Importanee." It is some feurtden years
sin(se OsÅëar Wilde's play was seen in I`ondon,]
though in         the provinees it has not been un-
knQwn, and it is remarkable hovv well the
autlaor's verbal firewQrks stanÅq1 the test of
time. The real heark of the p!ay is in its
epigrams anpt its witty discussions ef things
m tgeneral, m             whieh                   the                      author got                                deeper

-

k,/nn.gsM.:reetge.'sf:r.ee•:eia%ttc#,,tr;/3.:.ti,rPy,"-,elt,hedi.".lllle',

, ing hig old park,              and though a little uneertain
at times carries               the thiBg through with an
air of distinetiQn.                 Mrs                     Charles Calvert's old
Lady Humstanton, whe thinks him se ineom-
prehensible and so glever and never remem-
ge.rs6,.a,n.\,Ph3efi•ghco,}T.y,ct.'ldaSkk",,tEaie?•t,hJisng".,,i?•

,skudiy ef the frivelous Mrs Allenby is a perfect
piece of finished comedy. One person alone

 refrains from saying wi, trty things, and con:'
,fim)s hprself to advancing the plot. This is
Miss Marion Terry,                   whese sweetnestb snd

 6harm sre seen at their be$t in, the park of
 Mrs Arbuthnot, the injured mother. Thera
,'ie..a.ls,•l5,C'.',,Megke.rf,.o'cm,.a,",gg?gK,Msl,{llivu,,n.d'

l
 Tree.      .{E7ie revival was received with ge4uine"
llllEllkS!llEIEILsitskiiÅ},SkS,lllLl.

"

N

"

e
-

I

beo{iiLiv!r. }qmh;rp l"eect'e hny23

 For tlie sake of enodern drama it in satisfactory
to kneW that the tim•e has came when "A WQmm
Of No Import•ance " can again bo produeed on the -
                          andi                              appreciativeEnglish stage. A fashiQnable
andiene•e crow(fed every. part• pf His IMajesty'sI
Tni eatre to-night to vvitness Mr. TrL"e's revival of
                                    ForOsear Wilde's most brilliant soeial                             drflma.
wit and satire it has few equads in modetrn pro•
ductions, and the epigramS the first act alone
weu!d provide wit and wisdom enough for a dozen
                             The fourteenef the average oornedies ef the day.
             passed smce Mr. Tree firwt prc-yearrs that liave
duoed the play at the Hayn}arket, judging from
t•ornight's receptivn Lef it, has ifot changed public
atppreeiation of its wit or sentiment, and the best
test of its merits lies the fact that it is as
frkesh and as trire as ever. The swllies prffsent in
          formcrysÅíallised              the                  bopios thaS are                                ventil&ted
m all seriousness teday. The demoeraey, the
aristeeracy, the House of LÅqÅrrds (which " nob being
in touch with the people makes them a civilised
body '), the peeple's undue devotion to eport and
pleasure, even t•he suffragists---all were butts for
the wags ef the aay ot' "The Wema•n Of No Im-
pÅq"rtance,e' as            they. are                   todey, and                             aeeording to
Father Bernard Vaughah the "SmarG Set" is net
better than that piHoried by t•he aubher. If
gl{%ntin,e,rs.g,n,d.h.a,b,i.ts.,.li!)911IIIS5't,S..k•."d.ggRV.erisa.l,t'Od".

not, and        the           eynical                  rake                      Lord Illingwprth, tthe
noble ill-used Mrs. Arbuthnot, and the fiippant
.Mrs. Allenby are with us yet. -
  We have had heaps of dramas upon the t•heme
upen vgh•ich "A Worban ef 1e. Importance" is
based, but none ef recent da,te. It is the old
 t(nlT of & man of the werld whe betrayed a trusst-
ing woman and deserbeÅql heT. Twenty years. Iater
   chances to meet                 mot-her and son again, andhe
yearng, ag muoh as hi.g eokl eynical he3rt can yearn,
tg have his sen but not the mobher with him.
As ll(Årrd Illino'worth we have Mr. Ttee eRtw
mQre in the c?taraeteT crf a man ef soeietv and
he Bets with an air ef graoefui eaee and dignity.

               is the product of an Etirtificiail     Illin .fzrvvor. thI,ord
society, who treats mÅqrrality a$ a subject ef jewt,
     has        learnhwho              tihe seereb of entertaining his
" set" atnd & great meny other ee(irets whieh ne
discSlpses in• brilliant epi.qrarrtcs. In the first act
Mr. TYee's qyniersm,. born in inbelle(:tual bore•-
dent, is givtm with slri1"ng naivety, pnct in the
stronger paTts the restraipt to whieh he has
schooled himself beoornes impressiv'e. It is
magnifi(xmt piece of ctharacterisation, and Mr.
TTsee rnay be een.qratulated on having aehieved a
further            triumph.       great
  Miss Mewrion Terry, as Phe injured weman, plays
with strong emotion in                     the seenes between her
betrayer and her sen.                   The love she bears for her

     tb saerifice•s she makGg for himbpY,                                 displayed
trmo wbmanlineLg6               and her krctin.cr i superb.                                    Miss

 Vicla Tree played                 the part                         of                            the American,
Hester Wgrsley,               the one mn()eent pur,e, aad
ehristian grrl in a " Smart Set."                           Miss Tree grows
m beauty and advances m histrionic skill and in
her lect}ure bo the wenien Qf Seeiety, and in the

       she           br,ingseemfort                   Mrs.                to                        Axbuthnot sbo was
dignified asi well asg ermotional. Mrs. Chatiles
Ca!lvert, ag the fergetful "Lady, Hunstanton
was exeeedingly amusing; andL Mis.s EUis Jeffre
was perfect as Mrs. AIIenby. IFhe oompany has

     weU         chosen, and as usual at His Majesty'sbeen
the p!ay is magnhioently staged.

t:

               Åq2wtiLeg .hvelrilt.

r" A, b`NE pERkcaMANclE.' `
S Whatp.ver else,may'be said teftbout the !ate.

                       no denying his ,ability  Osear Wilde             tkere can                     be
.,t es a playwright. He uged to ery-psge society vice$N
' 3gg.ee,.stgfi"e.jsi.sf,l{.le,,s.om.,e'g'.,f,euaS.ar,i,n,.g,.pr?,ab:l}ligEr!l

  easionally t6o sugge6tive it wms almost atoned for;
                                        Of1  bv the brilliance of hiswit. Aftert' en interval
  k.kahiri:rei:sbl)t'h.'.5bge))has?tust.SfiYiis1edb`,`A.lgl,f,M.dqnthO$

./2'll•tf,-/i.t?,','g.bE]fii.est.P.ia,Y,',,a".d.,iiYl.t,.thbe,tiie,hi,S.a.,bb.ifdi.'•S•iWi

 ' •{oguc, tlrati makes the svork of;many riyial dtrama-l
                          Thoughi irresisbjblel-      look           ex•tTemely  NListS                    POÅq}l'.
  zipples of !aughter                  fellowed                          t,he                             eynieal saymgsg
                                wag no lack :i  of these fashionable worldJings there
                       purivanically disp(sed     aympathy              fQl•  of                  the
  American girl "tho upbraided t,he,m. It sveuld bei
  d.,re;;gul,t,toHse.,eM'a.,,fitiilpfyr,,Caiuth)•.a,n,a.e.edM{,h.af"r,i."OfÅé)1,a.P.,',},

'i,th./g,b,.um•.t.in,.g/S,,k'tg.t".ON,l:ee,gfe,,L'O.g•-agx,,/Pg,r6'6:i/la,ks",r'i,:,'/rt,,","/X"i11i

 .tdmhe.laeWvit: alt Hupetantvn paes egu?1 .eq.e.dit No al
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ff i/.tti'//'11tti'k'tl'es'lll'k'ctb.aicilj''

L• {.,s-' ,}gi'i.. AN i,,AGELESS" PLAY,
l.l/Ipt."X•tr'lk-"withrTiiil,;1'i;Fi;i5'.reeandMiss

 i,l,/lg•1•i,'L-, ' 'Marion'Terry. , '
   •r' - -.•, ••.

L• --••". rw   'J.'u'Rli'Illlll'1'iTbe"egik'iniVtnyil:I.i'IsSh.'shtam,,mi.f,X,isW',?tiI•:!X`CI`-Awt."d"

   -.?s,]i" 11tt]Slati'n.li.i/tt.va.w,,;y.est.e,'.da,.ydtl:l`l,.E.91111ilI•lon9`IIdi/

S.tC'. il.'.t tita'Preeentsday theatregQer miglrt pessibly eon-
xg. Z-;--' = si'der the play setnevvhat eld faBhioned.
i.l,/IJ \ `)KmPhatioally' nQt," he exclairded, "emij
gg.ii•;,.. :phatlcza.lly net. ?ers(maNy X am strongly ',}f"
/i,rlilil,ll11,i/F•i/IX•i'.iili.ilig,/i#•hll'ilX.e,",iilGi'lj./.re.abmoW•,y/i,tS//,.i,g.g.gt.-ge/a*.,'-

1111•ill,i,-illl//,,`wt-;le,g",';I,iil,/gk.'k.',,.."ldwzii,sssaltk,;illl.P.i..ti/iktS.,/ee.g.1/ge\e:b.th'antfi,:il"-

i '' l. i••ean avei•d beooming old S:ashion•ecl-41ike the
  t.i•11'l.':'i' t•V• enus•bf Milo, who ts ior all timb in het
21,-li,,i.,,.il'liS`,g68'k"fibflll7isiililili'li;a//e%.?l)e'da..st.on.',g,,'..C'"i•ill3illji'i,itt:okdf"

R}., •''`,';..'. 'n•et eq `Modema' (it so in touch with us•trf to-
l/Yl'iL•leeY5isaSk,g8-re.S&,•G',$ri,glheee{l!,illllSgl,i,,PlatXkill.i,..•ten'

.

/i :l' :.1' 1•unle,ss it is .w.riim sF.'ith great trudwwhich I
/.s"• ,iJ•:::;'-. .:inapi.,'nttrMtift/',thetoase wi•th the `Woden .of NQi'.

X':iir.;f{7r,,,.- ' ,f .`'Ah! gedcl- imi'ng, Miss Terry," 'broko'off

i':bl'11'il•.,lilrII.s•-i-i.e.attlÅíi'lllgJ.",eiXigss,,lgll,I:.t'(m•..Tg,rr7.s.tha•,:,d.di}:lhilSs,!e,

!i'l/ill•i?'///i'';''[hweh'eSrl.}ftYhgikacedto;-ll91`n$grPl:ISIIP{ltfin"gijt}i)$t]'gosht'{8i'ls•

      xmm'.m.us,,p,o',;ge.ii/i"tlii•ld.`/lrdilio't,il'en,..:l6i",,.,ch:t/flli•li•iilt,,.ktR//ltlgH/Re.tlli•II///'a,d.eee••,',,;'i

ti .
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;/wtsg,eNh.a'6,s,o,,.b"al'il•:l.:a'l•l:.Wlh'S"iv?9ee,knm"but'•['iavou

-

ltn,gtit•geslgkoa.fgg•gtrhad..ie.t'.i:,Iys,,,v,w,e"r,g,um.fil.t,sw.he.e.an

lig/•`f"IGsxl,Meegg'P,kr.bee.edillS'tOi.&t,X;es2ytt'i'by•t,mel:}dwrrt'eg

l',to'i.Xi,/tY.$/iX..IIIIthlgl,.i,""./eed'g...tt?lilsl,i',.ii/ikS}lirfir`&tos,ggll'liil,,eq,,,/`r,:,

' !yal!ecllja'gardbR antl u well of vga•ter tmd the ehild
11:iifi/ilAe.(';O(velllng.'!l/k`tmp.iii,,//htite?\ac///,,:,ii,iililay..,/.lge,Sk";ltYl[PlhaStrahsek

,,/' ,,., As to the audiepee cf•bo-da.y. Mites Teriv was
. ef opinion tltat• t•hgv. were intellect'uajly un !m-

 pro'vvament on tho6e svho tloÅqrked in s-uck erowds
 to see the "Womano Nu lmpovtance" in the
 eartsy Ninetie& -
  Mr. Tree rather diiter(id trom tier)' '`1 thmk,

it9I,l.'.zil.I`'irhullgillSi.,b•,".hS.tlllii}le'.tha.Sst.hsttsu,'i,t,,'9iiiii.Slt,I.'nlikis'pill-l

      Bitt tiiere of a)urBc, One snever kmows whert one ceasegRtitoY bbee inWtroDunogfi

 v,tith t.he sPim•t of.the momene Sti}l haye Q
•eort oÅí conscrioumebg a eort ef hope that i r'etain
,t,ftggdaTg,Fi.n,hg:,m,tw,gl,e.\}gi;:s'llha.tftt'ps.?fi?g,...-rv.,'i"h•

•/$.'i,/W'/k"r':/:ch.l,i{ca,,.k'/th'///,,i'ge,/1,:"'•tsi'...,'silnd//Il,iiii.geii/n••hg.'6tl"..:/t
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           {.. ..t ". ..           '.•.' ,ig:.lt!."•.l i . .
     An atidienoe in which were many well-1rnowti
   pe-rson4s gave aut enthusiastic reeeption to the
   Iato Oscar Wilde's plGy, "A Weman                                      of                                         No
   Impertance," on its revi'val by Mr. 'I}ree at His
  I' Majesty's [[[heatre here t"night. Fourteeu years

                    e piece was produoeKl unde,r   have passed since t'h
   the same mamagernent at the Hayma'rket, but

the lapse of time hqs not dep d the witty and
,paradoxical dialogue of its attractiveness or the
story of its intezrmst•. Indeed, ".N Woman of Ne.
Importance" shows no sign of a.dvancing age•,

 and the manner in which it was played was
' calvTulaeted to bring the qualities which won iS
popularity in the pas+. vv'ell Lijo the fore. Mr.' [I}rea

appear,ed again in his original pa-rt as the
werldly Lord Illingworth, and repeate{E! his
former success; and Miss Marion Terz}, gave a
winning impersonation of Mrs. Arbutinnot, t•he
longsuft'ering victim ef Iiord Illingtvorth's un-'
faithfulness. As Gerald ATbu'thnot•, Mr. oriarles
QuqTtermaine acted with skM and force, and the
elderly Lady Hunstanton of Mrs.• ChaTles
Cal• verb was a wonde] fully clever and delightful
cha•racteri Miss Ellis JeffTeys acted clever!y as
Mrs. Allenby, an.d a-s HesteT WQrsleY -Miss Viola
Tree gave an impersonation pot lacking in
naivete and grace. I'layed as ;t was to-night,
trhe piece is assured of a ecyi'dial w,e!come durins

i reseBt run. '                 -NN                                        x
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Åres4EeA.;.e Retr ha7 23
   A crowaed house assembled at• His M2)'esty'sl
 Theatre to-night tb witness Mr. Tree's'revival ofi
 "sA,Womall ef no Importanee.'l" It is t,hirteenl
 years sirnee its sparkling dialogue first attraeted
 delighted         audienees to                    the Haymarket 1theatre,
 Mr. Tree's former home aeross the rvay, but the:
 o'ld lines "'ent• to-night as if they were dropping1
 frepi his lips for the first time, the truth whiehl
 un.clerllas tthe worldly cynieism of the author's:
 epigram being keenly appreciated by the fashion- '
lable gathering. Mr. Tree's impersonation of•
; I}ord Illingworth was a masterpieoe of perfectly
l natural acting. The brilliant,bons mobs which
ifell to       his share were uttered wit•h an introspeo:• •
l (ive andr gelicate hesit•ancy whichJ gave the specta- "
ltQr the idea that he was listening to a famous
 wit staking his reputation on the bright fiashes
 of iafter-dinner inspiration.                         Miss Marion 1"erry
 was warmly we}comed. as Mrs. Arbu,thnet,                                     and
 played       with exquisite emotion as the nK)t•her ef
 Iiord Illingwort•h's son. Mrs. Charles Calvert
 was perfeet•ly dgli•ghtful as the dry and humereusl Lady Hmpstanton, and Mi,gs Eliis Jeffreys gave

tM.a.e" .tdisa,vr,itt'giiii:/il%1"c",gll.iieirato,t.stth,e,c,P.esa,urLs,61ilSgM,"Sig,'.dlg,gien.ed,.b.ly{

season.

i
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 yeaxns, ais much as his eeld cynicai heart can yeEbrn,
 to. have his son, but not the motiher with him. !
 As rterd         -1llingwerth, we have Mr. Trne enee,

:,•,.e" ,:ts•S,e,/ihtil•E,h8•ll•:.•iliiZtLs',g.Or.t,fk.ik2nga&G,a,F'".•,t{gn.,g•,Sn,k'l

 society, who tr6ats rmalit•y a.Åë a subject of jest, Åq
i/d//k'..sc"a,eeS'"S•Åreq'tyZ,im,,f.,e•ttg/,.olatf..,ii•ii,,l'S,,r,'ta,,'.,.'tY,,pt'fik7fiii'"

 demb, iq giVwn w'it- h striki,ng naivety, and in the
 stronger ..patTts the restraigt' tio whibh he kas
 schco;ed infimself beoomes impressivv. It'is a                                           1• •
 magnifioent piece of eharacterisation, and- Mr,
 Tptee ma•y 'be .een.qra•tu!a•Sed on ha-ving aehieved•a
;             triumph. . 'fua'thet'        great                                           ti --
   Miss Mevrion Terry, as .the injurhed wemhn, plays
 wit'h serong emotion in                      the soenes betwtie'n her
 betrayer and -her son. •The love•she bearS for her
 bDy, tbe sae.r, ifiee•s she maXas for,him, d•i-spiayed
 true wb'man1iness, and h6r ?rc{in.rr is superb. Miss ,
       Tree            played the part of the 'Amenicap,i ' Viola
 Hester Worsley, the ene inno(ten•t, pure, 'and
 Phristian gir•1 in a "Smart Set." Miss TreXe grows 1
 in beauty and adrvances 'in'hi•st•riQnie $ki11, and in
 hec lecrture' bo,he we; en Qf Seciety, and in t•he
        she            b ingJs te Mrs; Arbuthnot, she vvas cemfork
 dignified asi well as enrotionaL , Mrs` Charles'
 Ca,lvert•, 'as the ferget•ful "Lady. Hunstanton,"
 was exeeadingly amusing; and' Miss Ellis Jeffreys
  gas6.pe.r,flrC:hg;,IX,Ii:.hdAll,'.nb.yda1{VSteHcoism&aanjy.,thva}ssil

 the play is magnMoently stageel. ..., ,. . "

;Lbeifo.t.! h",s{f-ii, i lt. •• ' '`" 'L'  ; -'Alb•S s.L. S;;.ii:,

 -• =x ...., -•                           '  F6Vtli'6 sak6 of modeth' 'k'd'frbma it in •satisfactory '

t•o kmeW that the ttimhe has cQme when "A Womm
Of No Import-a•nce " ean again bo produeed op V.ie il

               A fashianable andi appreciativeltEnglish stLage.
 audience crowbed every,.part• pf His Ma•jestYs l-•,
IIheatre to-night to witness Mr. Tree7s revival df                                          1, "Osea•r Wilde's most brillia•nt sociai dra•ma. For

 wit snd satire it• has• few equals in modern pro-
                                          t duetions, and the ,ep,i.qTarns in the fimst act alone
would prQvide wit and 'wisdom enough for a dozen

                  ies ef'theday. The fourte6nof t•he average ecmed
                                          11' J yeatrs that have passed sincx) Mr.' Tree ,first p.rc-
 dueed the play a'b the HayTr}arket, judging from
 tonjght'& receptivn df i•t,                      has -nk}ti ehangeÅql public
 a•ppreeiation of its wit or sentiment, and the 'benyst
 test of its merits lies in the fact that it is. as
 fresh and as true as ever. The ssu11ies pr6sent•in
                                           H' crystallise(l form 'the topics that-afe ventiiated
 in all seriousness tediay. The demoeracy, the
` arisboeracy, the House of LÅqÅrrds (which `S nok being
 in touch with the •peop!e makes them a eivilised
 body='), the people's undue devot•ion tQ sporb and
 pleasure, even t•he'suff•ragist•s---all w,ere butts for
 the wags of tine day of "The WQma•n Of No Im-
                                           / pcrtanÅëe," as they. af'e to-day, and aamrding to
                         "Smart Set" •i not• Father Bernard Vaugh?Jn the
 bett•er than•t•hat piUoried by t-'fie author. ff
 manners and habits, tlxÅrughts,. and eerrversatien change not, senSiment'and- passion certainly do l'

 not, a•nd tlie eynical rake J)erd Illingworth, the
 nobLe ill-used M'rs. Arbuthnet, and t•h6 fii•ppa•nt
     Allenby are with us yet. • ]1rs. .

                                           -T:   We.have had heaips o-f dram.as upen the t•hgme                                           .l
 upon whtich            "A Werhan 6f 1.No..Impertanee" is                                           i based, but nene df recent date. !t is the old
 s-txrry of & man of the werld viho betrayed a trust-
 ing woman and des6.rteÅqi heT. Twenty yeats later i'
    chanees to meet mot•her'and sen again, an'd he•
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          Åíx ?ve,. hie ) 2s.

  f' . An intereSt well marratitea by the oecae• i
  NHo,n,,,i2:ojggge}?,&,ber,o.w.d.ed,,h.o,•u,s:..tK,År-•.l:,gttttha.t:

  bri1liantLplay, "A Woman of No Itriport-.
  .at.i(illE8'.,T,h.e,,lxo,,Tvlg.w.atik,},ep.t.p.e,,;i;p,,e3".a,•ua

//ie"li,g'si//j,:..,iW'a'nZ./:e/lll./k'i\'g.1///bo:co..t7'ia,'11'ig/ni.Een3ffa•/i.\,,g'

 :+.he present hour. To the usua1 argumdnt,.l'
,Sle:d.:SiiFdi'gr.ea.•S.iasi.iogetiiStrMev.•,.aTrtr,h.'i:pe.ett,ie.MiX

 •with public opinien thas mqJces us e'
 "2otviliged body." .Cllhe pathos ot the bitetee
  loses nothing in the aapable hands et IMiss
 •Marion Terry and Mrs. omarles Olavert as
 ,Ludy Hunstanton. Miss Viola Vtee tma-:
 iliil{3fi.S.ll}Ili6s Jeffreys. .stsapg ilihe remainiRs" .

           - tvt ':-'                                 ,e
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  S cutb h.cyh .L h-L4xk 2g .

  At, His. Majesty's Theatre this e,vening 'MrlRZeeiraiiToir'tglncgeOiftSYgeZeoss-'e`i6tl[YeglMiY'"ea2`si'

 sinoe Osear Wilde's play was seen in Londen,
 though in the provinces it ha•s not been un-
 known, and it is remarkable how weil the
 author's verbal fireworks stand the test of
 time. The rea1 heart of the p!ay is in its
 gpigrams ang its witty diseussions of things
 in •general, m               which                     the                         author got                                   deeper
 thpn mere surface epigram, and bouched upon
it..g}.n.g,S.W,h,iC.h.,a,rill:fiaki.C,,i,".i.h.ei,r,,t,rviV,hi.,.\g,

 ing his old park, and though a                            little uneertain
:.r•.,/ripgz,sgg./je,s.,lh;.,tssc.,`,g&x:,.g.k,.g.l,'.:g..,a,",.

 prehensible and so glever and never remem-
 bers anything correctly about an'ything, is
 absoluibely delightful, and Miss Ellis Jeffreys'
,st.udy ef the.frivolous Mrs Allenby is a perfect

         finmshed comody. pleoe of                          One person alone
 refrains from saying witty thingn, and eon-' •
      h.erself to advancing the plot. This is fines
      i"Efa Miss         rlon Terrv.,                    whose sw,eetnesg sndl
 eharm are seen at their best in the part of
 l\.I,gP.",r.b&t.l.10,t',.t.hfe.rm`nJi".'.29,bM,O`Mhe,r'Ed'.h.e.'3'

• Maurice, Miss .Kate Cutler, and Miss Vigla i
 Tree. Tine revival was reeeived with genuihe
Le--t-lhLEEItfasm•t....-------sgi.

                             .
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"fi u ft-gR}-on...c.
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 t)be.

"
 Wha!ever el se ,ma.y'be sa' id vabout -' Sine ,IAteY'

        Wilde ther6•can, be po denyiiig has •ahi•lit.v' .  esear
.

. :ms• a pl,ayurrighe. He u.ged, to ex'.tpsse soeiety vices'N
' ag/t,hgsga,ffs.jss,l,I\,e,ggtim,eoi,f,e',u.,,r,gs,g'i.n.g,.prx.a.ee.xgr6!,l.

  eat"sion•ally too suggestive i•t w. as alrnost •atoned 'fe• ri
  by tihe brilliance of his wiÅ}•. Aft-elt ,•ain intebva/1 ofl.

                                           '  i.iU.:g../t{Iills$P,'.•.T.gehas,e',ust.sfiXts'ted,,E'6A.1!Y,e,.md4",heg/l.

'rllt!fss'I//tk'ig'Si.wh,}eSil..,t,li:•?;cs'geyexif,9at•S•ee,k"#g,"'gn,e,.S.3/Lfli]/l:`,:1i'

           .ex•ITemely poQr. '[rhoughl ir,ires'istj.blgs-  tstists loo'k
                   followed t,he cynica•1 •Sayipge5           laughteif  ti,pples of
  :,i.t,t.e,:m;paiatt,thi•SOII'iiist•'ft,,W,eceX,S,Rtli/6tt'ytiR.tSaiafii/,,aS,e//8.ll,ktbekl'

itteefa"`'2,tortee•,eM'a.,•fiXa,"•.CatTst,httae,".Yedtf,k.2iF,:',"eOYIi#y'•sl

lf..s'/koX,,,t":ea,n2/k.i$k'X'i'/tr.O',lfi,,fi.g.,tt,ci's'i,,,/"i/kl;g,/la,,ec#,]'le;'W,/1///,\,/e'is•l

' the lawn at Huustanton dees eggal,."credit,=kg, :al

.. :
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.r .TtrJtl' t' 'L . .
)... ,= .II 'e '' 'i,ptti:11[,llgillkglS$Xg,O,",",,,,[.YSeqg.cr?.(2"•

'' A Theat?ieal Revival. -,,
tw'ilde's "onderful play, 1`A VYeman z ,.

         he" .,. K}g o.

                                .-.polticS. . ' . .:',' •' '' .' •' ' •` i• •' .- ''

                   tt                                 '           .t                  '                       IL .. .. .. /.. ..-.. r•" tr' "' ' '.f ••A

:.eq. .n,,nvS.ltpts tpt. '1 L. '-'i

    . -t' • -s •y •' i.f.{

-

S- i m]e.s ,

Åq

Evening
tlp----"-- ---

A.....-"+.•,•-,.r`i(--t•,

    OSCAR

    Woman.
XVomaipt'vb$' embl,

 1'here' are two ,k
      and colou:
 'Ilhe' only N{ ay 'te

make' love.te her
eomeone else if st
    gi :1 ' w.ith '.@./t.
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                              "te r{..i.,Stb'eV'A" ÅíXk"'"41` 'N"7`ta. ,\s.di.,g

nm

 ag,r.teona.eO.esS.......b---di

                       '
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          '                           '      OSCAR WILDE.
'

iOn Weman. '
   "'omap resembles the Sphinx,.without a
  riddle
      • -,'ee.Ke.a.'deg."I.Otik,i`.ngFgfFomgnineeciety

   The' onl,y way to beha,ve to a woman is to
 fmake' love to her if she is pretty, hnd to
 eomeone eLse if she is plain.. .
Sn

 I A gjrl wit4} a slmple, utispq.iled.nature
f"

 like G'wendoline oonld bardly be etpeeted
 to reside in the eountrv. `
   All• women' become' ii-ke th{rit mother6.
 That is tbeir tragedy. .N'D raan does. That's

   1'wenty .vears of romanee maXes a''
 ?'9edM.iti:,s,a.,6gh"ei,ntTtE:gtiSgrhes1.Y.ptaenp."uY,b.{t/e,"gb,Sm,Pift`eg"F'

 :nendeue s'urpri6e t6 tlr'`em. . .
 taikitgSefer nyvemen•with a past.

  Epigrams are in the air. Brmard
Shaw's "Man and Superman " is to be
revived next weelc at the Cowt
Theettre. At His Mejesty's Mr. Tree is

agaiu produeing Oscar Wilde's "A
WomanofNolmpartuce." ' '

  Oscar Wilde was undoubtec"y the
most brillitint epigranmiist tif th
generation, just as Berrvard Shaw at
the preseot ttae is' the m{pt -gifted
utterer ef clever phrasti. Has Mr.
.ShaW,•'medelled hitnself bti' Oscat
Wilde and improved on tlre mo{lel ?
  Paesib\y ene may be abte to judge
from+the exeerpts from their ISLays
which are here shown.

 seriousls; it's

They'r6 always so

sueh a tre-

 amusing to

 .anqlOPkpeto'l,S.One Of N'atU!e's gentleme.n, thg worist tyipe of gentle.

                                      t h.,.Mibelnyadie..h.Oi2es'bl.Yht.ed.itOhtsyW.h.e.nbt.hde.Yareg(x,dhusbands-,and

  - Men beoome eld, but they'nevbr be(x)me ,good.
"•: How hard goed women                            .How iveak bad men are!                       are!
, marl\Iiaedtrii'nlklln{Iiefi neWada Yb act Iike bacnelQrs, and baehelers like

en Marriage. •
glhPo,en,,l"//l/S'•/l:/ll/liUtllPll&,tvs.'agillll]aiig"ilyi,oa/llbo.:,.,"gtlhih.f:as:d,agirg:rett,O,,:f,,h."'i,;w'x'"'.aei,!91Ioi,:g,lal\;'R.'e

:b
;",;,/.i/2.itli,lii."lnnyg,e.s".,k',?ih\;.i",.ggoo,d,a.".t,twbi,,te,gbe,es.!:Sg.i&jedgSt:,mJ:',\,?llil:,'waidi'

 . . (ibed heavens! How marriage ruins amen! lt's as demoral.
 isingh{:;},.C,i..ga.r.tt-hti•Xke•n.'itKe'.n.i.,ei'defiXk-.Pet"hSei"3bvotionefa,narried

.Wxe.g•eo.i.4iilg/I:'//itr•ll?ki:eZ,tP.3tri•R.r5viee.dqEM•xasnt,itsg8.i\S,hXu:•,Y,khtigll,l,g:,;E]l,E.X`6ati

On• Being' Goed or Bad• , •
j if yl.f. )' S,U.l5111i:13entod btO. I;9ikSOtR .l ythde..W,2"ld talces you very serieusly ;

,g\./i'll#.'\{2i//lii3tiS,f,.:.Y,'i/Y•i'/IS/Xa/'.se',,e•,iP,th/',•.,ghge.tll'.kO,,/'".',rmri.'hn.\t/,'p.'iseIs,tll'lb,.ill/IIil•/edS.%3xiL/illg,i/e,.

   The Book cf Li,fe began in a,garden-and ended in Revela.

   BERNARD
                -
On'' Woman

 ' 'T{he anwomanly'
their Iivin.q and "

'themseIvets never give
  YQu 'bur'ld a ship proof
gtin khewn ; s()mebcxiy

ship, proof against
makes a heavier
And so•on. Welli•
like that. ' c"- '

On Man. -r
beve,. the oniy one you
         boy in my
makee',men figbt; it is
      ,i•J

                U

           v.         'SHAWe;''
        t.          '

  xeqnen
lrnow hew te
     any trouble.

  ,On
  i'
  gtion' e.

,a,nd

.

/,Ys.hp;" /lv//9/X'ti,lllie.;g:Yts/?./k't.i,.b.iix'tfi,Åén,th.We,h,Oy,o!,iig.e/.i."esge.:/7.i"tke...i:.k.me,g/Gh/iklilllili

  ,Tad.h.ae'i.St.h,,"iMpYgi"he,k.E,:iiti?ili'iliif/llf`.ha,t3:y,".e.tth'"Vis'.n,wli,?tS,h.o,uEi,V.em'.'eS,lii,tl.inanYg.',S.!eev',ee,V."be,n,otw..'

  mett,.'im 'addresses. a}ways ihlspi• vQ confidhrtoti, e.ven in trRdes•

             ,, r '• •             Tte. On•Truth. '- '. '. ,so..:u,h.n.et.r.tu't"htfhuii!S'tiCtllS'iYneBh"e'ew'aAnigekee'ne'!SiiMmPjss'tsibi.!H.,.an

    .,,Nowada,ys to be intelligible is-fo be fonnd eut.' .' '

  On Things in Genei,al. ''' '.• , •1•
/1ijit/:ndi'

//1$lh/tew/on/s'/iii'i/k'l,ll,lkttwh//2elS,/X/i.'k"11•h.',,lke,/k'//in..veol"i/{i/e.ion,l/n'.,o-,,eedi/1//li's.iihe:.i,ilil.,E,li'lllg.l:/.;\.Ei./I

                       :.vvJ-.-.r"-

                    makes a
- aEnd Sialcs You build aheaviF?
                   tbat- gun : eomebod.y
               gtrn and 6inks you again. .
                 the •dugl of sex is ju6t r ,,
                                   ' L;. .t.

                       tt .!. all the theusand qUawliilti'eSl fuadM.:li:alrY. Iik•11'K

                    army as in me, is •i-
                     inditference thee'.t                                      t';t '
        Århelegi`nsp...Eii.ii,g..'eg.W,il'i,6-i6J,i},fii$`k./r'i

 whe wvrk fc
   take care-o
            '
again6t the bese
    better gun

"".'i/.lllilliiii

 tainly in the soungtNSt drurrymer
 fear. I.t is fear that
 makes .them run as'ay; fear
    The 'En6eiish are a raDe dpart.
 have'6itruples; no Engli6inman to be fr' ee wh:
 their tsranny. But every born with"a'eertairi.
 miraculous peSver that makes him master of the world. -- -''
    Yeu. can always= tell aq old sold•ier by the inside of.'.li•te::
 boksters and eartrtage•boxes. The ycung anes auy pistola and
t"art' tr.itg"niS.t.he.-Ohakit:llldF;•.g,.rtt.'/i.,G..erai;titeyWilltiti've'nialtlfi'I'/'s`

 famil.y fer their oMeeTs. AL.subaltern mi;ijt he a gentuisRi.'ti}
 because .he's so niuch in oontaKrt with the men. But a '"4

 'logal molestation is a question ea which at.paay

 tnige eeunfiel'sopinion. . ':'
    l'm enly a beer tmotaller, net a champagne

 dbn"'t like' beer '    Wieked people means peQple who "tave .ur6
 they have no shame. Ney hase fhe• power,to aak
 thny'don't meed it; they Jh&ve the power;to Qtfief '
 n}ave nezva to givet• .
    tt you Iived in 1)o" tk)a, WMGre thb
 false geed-fellomship, and you may .knDw a
 without fi.adingent that he hstes you like peison,
 ..ha•ve yeuri•eyes epened. There we dc unkind
:way;.Nve say bi•tter things in a sweet;ww' - we

 friebde• e'hloroform whelt i-re tear kbee-,to, ,ptrw. ,` •.
 ,,.2111,e,rae,6asrg6l;tbi2ee;;ssT\sti6(rf,l•lsx,,Pill/6ei.lhe,,w,.or

 high pe()ple ace alike'in bme•thing; they
 mg.rality The bow are imeath morality, the high
    T,he begt of a m•an or momans breeding i6 how
 m a quarrei. Anybody ean •behave weU when

tm oothly.
      "ill'6hoyr you imby thonsag!d' cowaTKIe'
 death every day fer the pnQe'of .a glaes'et,Jhrandy•
    Never Riake a here of a phila' ndetet.
iitiiti.XgleieatVheunn.OtoMG}tlt"thtttetonwsuiinehappinuetss

I -
s

                                               generau -,gk
 o: eyen a celonel, may be any 6orÅ}t of riff-raff i'f he' understan(kS i.,
l.ghe.h{gl8.P.. ."'911 enQugh• A lieutep.apt is a gentlemari; all ttp retl

    M.an can climb to the'highest' emmats, bet he oaamct remapte.

'

glf,gtr,e;tt,rnw.S'gS' tigl.tl,il.tainf!CIhelll?tMngadncm"'!g4,Pkll.'•.trXe.'.o"..a.',ftiss•tk-.--Åëlti

   you regarded marTiage as a degran'ing bargain, by vvhich a l
i/XhO,ellll'gg.hse,lll'/ro.l)l.iilS.iuf.p'pOe.r.at.edM.:I.lin3e,/p.e.IIill&i,tfutiie.11LnS."pafd"SaOgfeaeuYpt,foetIl,Iii'sdsl:l/.f

   ';S7ell, in plaih prose, UDved her se exquisitely 'that I wsitted ti-1

nothlng morlie than the happinge of being in 6uch lc"e. '- t•' .,
   we all go ab(yat longing fer kwe; it is the first need of our '1j
.n.a,tuteS.figitthe;Nfi.,tyt.,P.'IY.er$fy-.oqrhearYsibutvedare.nct.uttf?e.tf.S..;,

                .. tt.                '9",t.g.ei.g..,hiG.OPd. hOad' 6.B".d',oo'(! thale 'yd' wili h3i' rd'd':'iS' '

,E,I}Ftr/i\g.nd.O.ili,g'gt;.b."es,{9,:,.wi.'i..n,ev..er..llll,g.aniingitu.in..{.

   Whether thebehavieur or your sennger children ameunts tt, ii
                                        be neeessary bo }
                                                       g

r

love; the!tfor(
  love beeaueo
it beeause ' they

Whole eysteni xs 'Qne e" ts
 Manfo..r..tw.en,.t.yy.e,.er.s..f

     things m a bed' .
      abua"Ee. give; an-riij..... ..
              ' }?],ti-i,pt.. -'v.. . '

    ld, th'i 16w' peopbe,.

    Iow peeple atu the ''
 have no eotuples, no.'
         above it.
         they-bebe"e
     thingis are geing .s

       wex) wil! risk 'g,

withotit pr"..`'

'g

;rM' '

' - T:.r::x.-`
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                                                    '" A WOMAN eF NO IMPORTANCE."
              .-...-,-,-ep.---.--,,.
jReyival ed tbe drama by Oscar Wilde at His
' Majesty's Theatre on May 22.

 Sr"v-t ' .-

`ri

e;:Nk.'sGiltsfOgltEilllligi31illlilElllEllllllllXIQgss,ol ;Pueuou qexeN!LAeLo?

'R.i ,e

Ggtiee,I:l{gl•,.",i",AS,.P,"!pe.`sSg2tiLisusl??t"

iGps

,'

.lth'11i'/,,i'!E`:i:"";l`/'y::::"d'--"-'-'--/$"S*di:•.q,".,,i\.Stuli'liix"ii.:,i.O,"i,,:ee.},"k."1dnIMklj"Ilh'f

   I,erd nimgworth ......................MR. TRgE
1. Sir 3ohn PontefLracS ......MR. J. FisHER WH!TE
   I,erd Alfred Rnfford ..MR. LANGHoRNg BvRToN
L Mir•. Kelvil, M.P. ............MR. CIiARLgs A-AN
   TIve Ven. James Daubeny, P.D.
                    MR. EDMvNp MAvgicB
   Gerald Arbuthnot ..MR. CHARLEs QuARTsRMAINz
   Farquhar ....................MR. CLIvg CuRRIR
i, Francis ................MR. F. eowLmr WRiGHT

. Lady Hanstanton ......MRs. CliARLRs CJtLvERT
   hady Careline Pentefract ..Miss Km BisHop
   Lady Stutfield ..............Miss KArE CvTLsu
   Mrs. Allonby ..............iMiss ELLis JgFpRei's
   Hester Worsley ................Miss VioLA TRxE
   Alice ........................Miss HnDA MooRK
   Mrs. Arbuthnot ............Miss MARioN TERRy
  Revivals are always jnteresting. Every theatri-
 cal entertaimmt moro or less " dates "; and it is
 curious to note hom Time tries dramatic work, as
 it tries all aTt products. The fourteen yaars or
 so which have elapsed stnce A IVoman of No Im-
 portance vvas produced Gt the Haymarket Theatre
 have puS the authots talent through a sieve, and
 eeparated the wheaS trom the chaff. Mhe really
 brilliant wit, Åëhe happy Gnd genuine •humour of
 the play are as effective as ever; tihe parts of it
 which were ,merely transient affectations-the
 mechanical paradQxes, tiie assumptien ot superior
 wickedness, and the aadacious sillinesses, are in-
 stinctively reje(rted by 3udiences who are not infiu-
 eneed by a vanishecl "vogue." lt says a great
 deal     for the rea1 merits`of ithe piece that, now
 that the ta&hion• et which it was an example has
 dPatSSectiodn.aWaY, jb stands se well the test of reprob

        ---- --$

                              by her

•-a-

Åíli/IIiilF,tili-illllill'Iiillfell'i$"j•/"TTT;.'Si"kil'i/liiilleliJieEi.ilS'izlP'l"i'iia,/:i.g'r'gl•,•X'?'i•,)ei,ll'Ii/ligy,'11L/il•iG

po

.

.au

g.gse.ce.su..xee...gellj•

             " J u f x.L:sc - vAxfte;GL vJT"'t.t. s-:v -L - h =-t-'-Us-`' mp. ts -z-}t-x - Ttv wt sh'- Gsg

   Wtuee"gs.+.gySun.-SLopry"2xs"• '' " ,t
                                                                    )
  , Beerbohm Tree, Revlyalist.

       ``A Woman of No Importance" is "a play of decreasing im-
    portance." All plays age; this play in a certain sense was never
    young. It has been discovered since his death by persons who should
    know better that the author of this still sparkling piece of work was
    no wit, but only an imitator of wits. Shaw, I grant, is a greater
    wit than Wilde was: just as Wilde was greater than his more
    libidinous models.' But, when folks tell me that Wilde's wit was,
    ``merely machine-made" I am inclined to ask them why they'nor
    anyone else never took hold of the machine before Wilde and worked
    it to equally brilliant ends. If the cynics say that XVilde's im-
    promptus in private life were carefully prepared and that you can see ,
    his stage jokes coming, I would retort that we live in a vain world
    of carefully-prepared impromptus and that it is easy to anticipate a
    stage joke's second coming when one has heard it already. That
    was the case with all XVilde's wit and all XVhistler's humour before
    the cleverer rnen in bars and clubs and newspapers began to patron-
  .ise them. It was not the wit but the inhumanity of Wilde that
    marred his greatness as a dramatist. The philosopher's stQne of
  tpopular sympathy w'as never hls until after his downfall, Then, for
    the first time, he became emotionally fit to write a fine play on such
    a theme as ``A Woman of Ne Importance";L but mentalLl!y he had
    become unfit. Wilde's earlier Socialism was a picturesque•rn'(intal
   pose as the pretty dress and the sunflowers were picturesque physical
   poses. To parody the French saying, NVilde strode about the earth
   in a spirit that said: `` NVhat matters if I impress them"! Mr.
   Shaw says his hobby is `` showing off "; until he had eaten of bitter-
   ness and drunk the dregs, XVilde did nothing else but `` show off."
   One verse of `` The Ballad of Reading Gaol " contains more strong
   feeling than all the plays of Wilde.

   "A beoman ef No lmportance." t
      Yet " AWoman,of No Importance," now revived at His
   Majesty's, is very welcome for a variety of reasons. It is historic-
   ally interesting as recalling the best that "'ilde could do in semi-
   seriogs vein; as reminding us that this was the finest thing to be
   seen in the London theatres fourteen years ago. Mr. Tree seems to
   think that `` A Woman of No ImportanÅíe " remains an `` advanced "
   play. Frankly, it` does not; in circles where thought is general, the
   sex views of Hester Worsley were already out of date when Wilde
   uttered them in the theatre : the theatre which intellectually is                                                            always
   (and necessarily) twenty years behind the moral pioneers, the mass
                                                                     i   of playgoers being at least twenty-five years behind the ,theatre.
   Iytany of the latter will find ``A Woman of No Importance'" start-
   Img as thelr elder sisters and 'brothers did when they were younger.
   But these affrighted souls will have been living the sheltered life;
   they will not have read the thlngs that matter, even in the daily
   Press.           Perhaps .whilst my own morals are still perceptibly deve-
   loping I am               growing old-fashioned in some other ways. For I find
   from the articles of some of the other critics that I ought to have
                                                                     i   been bored. by the banalities of XVilde, his feeble attempts to be
                                                                     l   funny, his ]okes (as one says) `` really not much elevated above the
   pun"; whereas I enjoyed the play thoroughly. There is one witti-
                                                                     g   cism in `` A Woman of No Importance " that has never been rivalled
   P,y,g.ny.gghfir.,\I-ktfitrs,m.i,,h.at'e.h.ea.r.d.og.r,eai5Ul•r,.an.y.La,Gd,oi.Lan.g,u,e,g.e.il

   These do not make a great play, but they give added savour to a

  .fairlygoodoLt. Å~
                                                    i,/{,/Mll;h Sill,legl/,:'i.k,xMi/Vbi"/,Phk•li.,IS,;CgMhiM/kBl?,iY:diC/llili,ig,m'3'//Xl$,2ee'-1'i/z',S\s,gl

mif-i" .

      IY!iLililil 2`sr.ty,7 " '' `;,

-l!I,S,,,'-O-imm!Ig,h-,-.---e..ri{ii'.i;;,iilPrlbll--l!-l.....,..iF,f,/`
,'

,,"

          at His Majesty's Theatre promieesl pertam ))
 to be a slloeess. '                Some                     crkics say that                                  thel bri11iant dialague fal}s fiaq but I cfid npt fudt
 it so,            did                the      neither                   large and                            enthusiasbe
: an(lienee. who longhed aad eqÅrha}e(1 itKst
l,h..emmartiiy•ly""t.Il"[ldi.:3,fu.`.!!rkdi2hSra•geai:l}ghiwtiti

iS,Eili:IISiiiii'el'it....,,..,,,•`Oili'es,.{,,k,i.ilgllGl,,,iied.i'aaftlitliil,il2-,ikC.',,,,,,liii3iai,leeasxog'

l.i'iiiii.ep,,sdrM',g'f,"tk.ha'p,B,li•Ilii,lll,Iklil/IIIOgulEd;e/.$•ta,-:,11g.#,:i,/ta,m•,I\""gtl'/'/•1x

 ll/ll?.Fit•T,M..UCihmsO{t`..gu}otikfef:to.":g'taesdpe,vod'r..agBi,i}E.

 IIY.o.m,a.n.o.fsl;o"?,e,o.rt.anc.ep','.l;}2rgist,e,i.asi,F,,tyl,2i

 or her part. imdillingwortYrp'reSerTel,s\h,th,eh.".n.gtr\C•\V,

 itg hard cynical immorality, aind Miss limrion
,Tirs:gy,,a,s•,,aglfs.•.er.b."math:o,;"x,g.hs.".adm:3s,"

l ef rgge or soorn whieh the unworthy libertine
l riehly dsserves.              Mr. eharles Quarbermaine as
s the s(m was exeellent, and Mrs. Charks Calvert

lllsS.ef..i'eg',tlllpe,i.egPi\,}e...was.g{•:,r,hg?g,;h.e,,',mog

 the rornantic high-principled idealistic Ameri•
 ean giri plaved most sympathetically imd
1ooked extremely handsome.                           Miss hlirs
Jefueys, Mi$s Kate Cutler, and Miss Kate
Bishop were so good that one wished they
l}ad mere to do, and the make up and
aniusing acting of M}. Fisher White as the
henpecked Sir John PQntefraet and Mr,
Edmund Mairic.e as Archdeaoon Daubeny
deeerved        all pra"se.                  By                     the way,                             the Arch•
dea(x)n is a eruel burlesque, as are most of the
clergy of the Chureh of England on the stage,
and I wonÅqler why Anglicans take nQ effence ak
this when no manager dare put a Bomu
{]atholic clergyman on the boards except as a
mod,el of        al! the              virtues.                     In my                           last lettmr I
spcke of what was expeeted of the diesses ii
this play.         C[!hey are the most beautiful on the
LoHdDn sta{e at the moinent. It is irot that
ti]ey are speciaNy"gorgeoue, but that there is
{",ecXioil•iliiilliXIoetttumpi/gt stfliliileq,ilql`,.an•dgii,ISI,\,,i,4etkii,1.11gighl,,i,,4/E,

igg/E,:,,Ss.ti'"

.,tt ,rx

,or,g"
:.t."ureva,.iiiilllli.;ili/sts,:'"..i,iili't'.','t.g"eU{xgl•li'II'lll\llmewfi

k'co.sp:,'ink"ese.p:•).pspa."".mp•pm'1,`:op;:'$,4il,l!ll,:,ltt'"./!,:O.Seeini,lll,#il-

   (puet;oosi $"5ip/Poqp"ei itecas i

                                   eX,..t61iS'ii,iiiltiiOig]i`s`ig,liesd.""k,i'ES:tkl6i7.'/M,',ioG.9%S g;thatin,,gpti!,

/is:.i,,ge;`i",JliffIlg/Iiliili,{i{riRi.pt;i;,re,"gt"`aiid:?g'l'liilx.s,,lriii5iAid,i.gi,,glliA.ps,"tfottllitlrXilita

v
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  Åqlis(,`b,,eX`Lsi,.,. i':}we P•vlo-d 'i

                         Aa) 2j'. t9e5

  ' wtze reviva1 -o'f `•A vqCVbrnan 4of "ISIb rmport-
 }nee" hat His M,ajecscv's is 'interesting rat•1ier'
 thsn tas(rinating, sfor'the play has disiinCtlY

LEII.IE.S'n8R,.it.Wonas.r.epi.e.d,u.c.edd,fohti.r.tbee,n•,.yX?,f•E,

jdn711fgs,l:•:Ilx:Il,.tuigi3.llg,guin'",u.v,.v.rft.aeil'6.i,"."c,t{l

",oo.r :iR?iog.--.a,l,lgl..rr,t,,sl.v.}'gw,.q:i.'l?,de",del,g/III,

               was ealways a shooking cad,Lord Il!ingvvorkh
;but that guality dQminates ug more cle5rlY
 thyegb!ecwtakeRr- rseototiuhr.awt,,mpttiaMnritiigr.t'djV.edrtdeded1

nSeeVeRdrasi a?li1"fffZ:,Eentodi'dhk'Saifl':tyMPoanf.ttlne'gflglm"his'

ShakesDearepn reneTtzrire.                        A briliiant sue-
itiilitriXa,Szit,.penerithi,filt"g..o,l,Ya.iiMn.,o',SEtCilSt'itL.Q,llE.gil.g,

'Jeffrays is another wehegrne addition•• Idi
KOouldedrnSeweoMrkpaforfr'h]YefithlliePintpa.cKT}peSedu'eeciiXltoapt'g'g

k?illhe'MglS-h6i.hPr'esee,.,:l}':giu\feop}'ecgggsitfae(tse,rv.I:.r.att,

t{,Nuited"tomiert-t.cottd"u.y.--"":-LJ.a,LSts'Xl.--r

tk ."P. S-
  . wt{g.gfi`i

May 25, 1907.]

...,"-"w.diM - :!E.; :-S-x......,.di-iMil zbeasge.r{yt,wi.tV'.g-i,."'gtnyiff/21Il}\•"•scnd;"tal-;l.""•?i.,f,s--;•
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              ((l[hÅí gerama.

                    pt
                  '    "A WOMAN OF- NO IMPORTANCE."
 ERE was a curious sensation in witnessing Oscar Wilde's
P,g.ame's,.M.:,jggkyls,:.h,gatre,,oe.W,Xd,"ZS.d,"{.2•.h,tdaÅíte.:.?•:

lthe aphorisms.and epigrams which once seemed to be cut
sth such retirfed ski11. '" Nothing succeeds like excess,"

-
zamLs}}'icans are wonderfully clever at concealing their
ptents," " he must be quite respectable as one has not heard
k,,r",iiips,/b•,S.'//ii95hklr,6Ea:rgetken,3.;,;,t/i.eStt,nts,gh.8.f.t.i.:-,M,eZn:-,:tlljtde,,igalll'ii

set what one dees oneself," seemed wonderfplly subtle four-
ben years ago. They sounded a new note in the theatre.
imce then there has been a fashion in epigrams, and fashion
hs killed them. Besides, Mr. Bernard Shaw's circle of
}hiopian epigrammatists are meally mc"}e witty than Oscar
iilde's, and, by compariSon, they are quite human. It was
peasant, however, to hear the whizzing of these verbal fire-
"rks once again, although nrost of them seemed a trifle
inmp and ineffective. They wete what one remembered besb

 iOscar Wilde's play. The serious interest of "A Woman
 gNo Importance " was precisely the quality of the play one
 es not remember. 'Is it possible that we accepted this super-
 }ial melodram& as a play whigh caii bear serious criti-
 esm? Did we think these theatrical situations were a con-
 tibution to drama?
 , After all, yQu must not expect mQre from a dramatist
                                              addi! Styn he is. Oscar Wilde had an Irishman's wit. In
 bo' n, he had a certain artistic sensuousness whieh served him

                                         for writing " the stead of feeling. With it went a facility
 thich would have made !iterature had there been theught
 hhind it. From these qualities a dramatist cannot be

3a,:,t"efS,ECIh"a,\tcltegil/!nfd6Ill{:"b,Sus,/iSt,S,('SeS.eibll91stge.agvel',",hael,igOyn,m.Wp.ha/1C.h,.

/ig,Firit/h,r/'i."/Sa3,re.hn,I'X'hhvig'iY`:pbe:a.idiegsli•1ge,o"./Ssh'e,iV'laismXah.'s2ti'iS,uer,/Pe:S,Ei.ifZ,'Iel,'8

 be the more faithfully does he"refiecb the 'many facets of
 Lmstence. Oscar Wilde was not complex. His attitude 'to-

te\d.i.t,hi.w,o.iie,.w,"z,g•ga.b,gf,,sfi:•su,gu.;,?",r,toiiyyAa{Ili%.'t..wee

i•;,/skm.:pgo\•r.gx•2kiilw,Z;.:,./i/s,,T•t;liil.ewuk•8.g,sg,.l.,eHl/ri;ugnld,I•il:,gt'ilXg,k,s50g

   " A Woman ef No Importance " he managed to convey the
 enX,O.S,Pt2.e,'Pe'.O.l,rlZ"fa,SiPliye"taybpi,9,aife.O.fdt.h.e.P.etlFli.gligi:.,t--LadyHlutentr-

 +kanton--is actually alive. Her gracious vagueness, her
 CLesre"nkiLakPeSehSe:fqlllltMeOa'Y6reaantdiohne.i"S"sdhdeendofle"sShneoStOuft;6hrretWhde

'i,ial/?ia:S•,i,///ii/4,li#rdll/r"f,Åé'iti:l,el."},ti'i'-o.,/9,sgfi.i,`,w////`thP.Pe.i:.',,he'dl",11,:,,erk,m/.b,,'lei

 leen content with a superficial coihedy, stich as "The Im-
 portance of Being Earnest," but his main theme is one which

,,becom
.e

,gq.u.i;3jlecsLi.'gPe,e,if,g\e,gr,e.t2g,g?is,tg,La.ck.c.h.a,',a,c,igg.•

  lpr Oscar Wilde-isms, and that isi all we really know of him.
 'tue play tells us that he betrayed and abandoned a young
                                     . Twenty years ,,girl, leaving her to her fate with a child
 'niterwards he meets her by chanee, and, suddenly discover-
  ing that the one thing npcessary bo his life is paternity,
 ll6'SP,Oirf,.t,O.l:;:R•,hls,,s,o.",.by,.}tg,/jdi&.2s.jÅí;,iv.a,k?.g2c,rs,tag,y6

                        . He apparently expects her to iialls herself, is inexplicable
 iLSrg:,ifee//zdaa.bSst,eait:h,aoot."gl':m:ina,.'ma,t;g.h8t/iw;2'g,,he.lehh:agthh,:.:.tP,Z,Su,SX,ed,'iy,.hi,i

  he would not go about the matter in a spirit of flaunting and
 lcy,,"di'eel•,PhhSi8.Sl.P,hY6,..Leha,F8OAig,il,ff,O."idÅíi.e,Sali",:.h,e.r.l",,`hi:

-  s:--

i],,gP/Åé"g,2.Isei.?8,i,:ida,e:.Wild//..`ci,/,"ia,cge.,,/f.,dii,ii,I,l,/ge.td.':.i3'ie,:e/gien,/ei/l/,/1,:"'lw,Mg.I./R.l

credible.

.,,di
ll,h.l.Za,M.efW.".{.IY.ZSihgl.'bg,tk"dO,t,S2.ZOI:e,d,iE,OP.`.h,e.Agg

suffered and is stil1 suffering. Yet she te11s her son, m a
g,afib,ik,t.h,at,,ti,siaes.er..wa.s,z,bgg.rga,ndr,.D.i.d.9.sc,a.r..W.i.idfi

k",;fi",c.e,iv.a.gii,.b.aS9k.ae,d.e,afi,"8,t,S.9fl,ei.M,,f:giW,.e."ilhY,'.e.a,r.Sg

               Why, her main thought for all those yearsbeen deserted?
must have been a heartfelt thanlrfulness that he had gone"
out of her life, and that she had borfi-e-him no other chil-
dren. When she finds that her son has been appointed pn-
ILI13ilj':l,/i.iei/I'ljal/fil.loh.hi,:d/i.iliv'/Ie'//il,/7//ik'/fhWi,,g,XM'i.'1/llj.slkhi.i,zdlX.//3•lilh;,ilt/ja','",'R."d.libso,i,il/fii,",w.`ahg,li

Oscar Wilde was a clever man, and he endeaveured to over-
     this dificulty by arbitrary devices. He invented an

CAOmMee
rican girl of Puritan ideals who preaches the pecessitY

 of atonement for sin, with the modification that ljotlj man
        an should receive equal punishment, and this girland wom is in love with the son, who, in his turn, makes hiE mother

g.".ds.rz`,a\•.d`.h,op,fihg,:y'l',,b,e.rf'"gg.2d.b,y.,theg,incr,r.orvid,e.aLs,oi

ast

.iY.lh,tlOn,"g.3:Sr,P.OcggSgt2'aen.'.ll.il:g;de;ibll/:.llttlEl.ligtii'isgi.ihbae..a.icltle.W..e.k,"se.hX.

i"il,i,d,a.gr.idO,,Utb`,iyl,i.ak...s.O:;":,g,,ll,ii/',g':ha/,"./dp./.O,t,.'?,,/.Citv:.2,ff.l'Ig,lw.g/isn,/sih,li.esaa,t//lgle/llg.h.i,"'iilnll,:.ge

ieln,,fiukSe",di.ila.el:,S"/:e:/A{`,/ii/li',/78.,c.lj,/9'l[.'//es:i,,/X',/S'llkW/dO,,i'E'X..:i,ia,,IJ.i./i,yliiiSh'e.,il{Oea,/b"'l•E.

tSX',\/S.C;a:./li./T:"k.'o,.9'yl.i";lill",g`iOfiR,:•i,//Åé.'e.,'ii.ii':Saj"iig.r:,p:,o!sisE,\lh,k,i/k,:,o'k`//2Mi,liSi•

 gr.h.oge.p.ii2;•,,ws;h,fike,e,x,e,e.p,t.io.",o,f,llJ%di,,".,",",z`,a".t,o,".,2,"d6,to.

 certain kind of English 1ife, is poor, tawdry melodramfy,
             ot brilliant in a hard, inhuman fashion it is lltY}epnacitt oii fnalse sentiment, poor characterisation, and inap'

  gr:gGia.tgyr}g'61:g.e.i6e;..Fill8e.ibdt"fie..i.".lll9,.n,d{}{3,.,i.msya                                   must have k}een in
                                               piece
Of StapgoesCsaibr lPyent:reY'play had a certain yogue on account Of its

iihi.itit\,/IIhliS,,\Ii/:,`iheeff,.l'/Y,,,x•i'i:Y,h,'i/lillRtg`il/k'een!/Sti•fll,?`-i.dlx•1,efiMI,:,ll

l..11ei,IS'?'ll:',li'i'113aliil$$/:"i.S.,/:"IG,lllj,llll?./ia./e"i,,/g,,lkl:"$Cl/al,nlla/11i.,$all"11R/lid/ljsg.ilihlibllle,i"l,11jalli"1.,

/ktiieili/rv/;te,X.:o:,s",tl.lec:,kex':tX•i//1/ti/i's,ikg,hsii"../St,ae,l:,lt,/aa,x9.i/\,lk"gi;.,th•zlSY,peeSa/e./,li,,se.,/kSt
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   - "A WOMAN OF NO IMPORTANCE."
    , ---e--    jRevival st the dtatma by Oscar Wilde at His
    f Majesty's Theatre en May 22.
     Lerd Ulingworth ......................MR. TRxz ,
      Sir John Ponterract ......MR. J. FisHBR WmrE
     L(vrd A,lfted Rttttord ..MR. LANGHoRNs BvRroN
   " Mtr. Kelvil, M.P, ............MR. CIIARLss AuAN
     The Ven. James Daubeny, D.D.
                       MR. EDMuND MAvRlcB
     Ge sld Arbuthnot ..MR. CHARLEs QuARTnRMAiNs
     Farquhar ....................MR. CuvE CvRRis
     Fr&neis ................MR. F. COwLsy WRIGHT
     Lady Hunstanton ......MRs. CuARLgs CALveRT
     I`ady earoline Pontefrect ..Miss KiTe BisHo?
     Lady Stutfield ..............Miss KATE CuTLEn
  ' Mrs. Allonby ..............Miss ELus JgpRREys [
     Hester Worsley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Miss VioLA TRss

     ALIice ........................Miss HiLDA MooRa
     Mrs. Arbuthnot ............Miss MARioN TKRRy
     Revivals are alwsys interesting. Eyery theatri-
    oa1 entertain[ment more or Iess "dates"; and it is
    curious to ,note ihom Time tries dramatic work, as
    it tries all art produets. T•he fourteen yaars or '
  , se which have elapsed since A JVeman of No Itn-
  N portance was produced at the Haymarket Theatre
   inave put the author's talent thmugh a sieve, and
   eeparated the wheat trom the chaff. The really
   brilliant wit, +the hsppy end genuine humour of
   che play are as effective as ever; the parts of it
 , which were inerely transient affectations-She
 ; meal}anical paradoxes, the assumption ot superior
 - wickedness, and the alldaciolls sillinesses, are in-
 . stinctively rejeeted by audiences who are not infiu-
 ,,e.f.,.,3,illi';.g.h"bg.Y.t`iiyll}l,V/,ea,nn:'ilme.d.e:,gi,.sli/E.i"]`/'.'e2,'pgtkecii/I!.il.;tei?a.t,k,gi,iij,o.i.wt

,gileelgll•lll'.,//":11g'/#1/ll'illih,,.,bG.n`aglat/eli,i'ks/IZ.1:tiP,i:ii•1wi/ig.i.,7aiceii-,,.,i;:,iill/•,i/si'cl•Lgdf
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itliii/llilililSlill•li liec•.s.t.i.hYeiy$Ppo.,..g,llR'Iit,'/l./iillilial;a.il"l/lll:,ifg•14ed/ii/ecndt//?il/l8i9.i',.nt,/ue,til'llitl

l\llill:ch:a,/:X/fllllie•:'kl/R://6'..w:,/i'k'2'siin!g,t..n•Se,6.X/'ft,Z.il//1"i,c'--

      .Vpaopce 'h "S"-t .teL Nh- ' 'erlPbiB pm.. mu "" r'tL' L

#WcttcsskgySun. Yy,o:fr.!...2i$"•

  Beerbohm Tree, Revivalist.

     ``A XVoman of No Importance" is ``a play of decreasing im--
  portance."              All plays age; this play in a certain sense was never
  young. It has been discovered since his death by persons who should'
  know better that the author of this still sparkling piece of work was

,n g wit, but only an imitator of wits. Shaw, I grant, is a greater
  wit than NVilde was: just as XVilde was greater than his more
 libidinous models. But, when folks tell me that XVilde's wit wasT
  ``merely machine-made" I am inclined to ask them why they'nor'
 anyone else never took hold of the machine before NVilde and worked
 it to equally brilliant ends. If the cynics say that XVilde's im-
, promptus in private life were carefully prepared and that you can see
 his stage jokes coming, I would retort that we live in a vain worldr
 ,oi.ga,r%tiiig\,'p,r.e.p.a.rded.i.m.er.o,mgt,u.s.a.n.d.tga.t,ifi.i.s,deais,Y.tio,..ad"91cipa.tfi.2

 was thc case with all X?Vilde's wit and all XVhistler's humour before
 She c!everer men in bars and clubs and newspapers began to patron-
 ise them. It was not the wit but the inhumanity of Wilde that
         his greatness as a dramatist. The philosopher's stone of marred
i popular sympathy was never his until after his downfall, The' n, for
 the first time, he became emotionally fit to write a fine play on such

gethoemMeeuanSfi11"U'JTfi'ill13geOAril,IeOrisMo20igfi'2'm'CeW'd'sbaUtpicMtSPgggli'li.lir'n•einhta.g

 pose as the pretty dress and the sunflowers were picturesque physical
 poses. To parody the French saying, W'ilde strode about the earthh
 in a spirit that said: `` XVhat matters if Iimpress them"! Mr.
 Shaw says his hobby is `` showing off "; until he had eaten of bitter-
 ness and drunk the dregs, XVilde did nothing else but `` show off."
 One verse of `` The Ballad of Reading Gaol " contains more strong
 feeling than all the plays of W'i                              lde.

" A ivoman of No Importance."

    Yet " AWoman,of No Importance," now revived at His
 Majesty's, is very welcome for a variety of reasQns. It is historic-
 all\ intere.sting as recalling the best that "7ilde could do in semi-
 seriovs vein; as reminding us that this was the finest thing to be

,s ,e fi..n,i2,t.h,e,,L.on{ILg.n.t.h.ea8r,ex.go:r.tsg?,.y.e,a.rs,,a,g.O.•.,.]g!li•.T,r,e.e,S.e.e.M..S,t9,

play.. Frankly, it' does not; in circles where thought is general, the
sex vlews of             Hester                    Worsley were already out of date when NVilde
7".teie.d,g2g,m.Ay,Shs.t,h.e,q,trs.:.:ge,th,?•:h'e,,w,hisits,is,teS•gcJ,u,a,'g?li.ai;:y,g

of playgoers being at least tsventy-five years behind the theatre.
]\[any of the latter will find `` A Woman of No Importance " start-
g'n.g,e,s,ll{.}eii,?i,d,e,r,.trst,e.r.s,,an.d,,l?r,o.th.e,rs,,d.id.xv,,h,s.n,t?,ey.g/is}.rfi.\g,""igife.r;•

lp.hr,eei2s,W.I'`.p."eOri,a,hp.2J,/w.,fiIEasl,,-iilye,,l.hwAR.giil..otPa,a.ig.il;l.e`l,iiip,:B.le,er:c.ebR;g./y,e,dde,axiL3-

Rf[e:ei.il,/tho,er,2adl:e,Cy.'Z2?.O.Ibga.OnM,alS.t;egs)tho,S,,g,:xiey:ei.r:htl'.,CS.f.et,h.gl,f.1.a.Ot,t",egmhp:,tg.O.t.ohlR"g"

:.y"s"m.L'/in6,`,hA:,Re.{}i.,{S,afgniiol?Y,ft,d2,tR.lfixPt.'r2tXailieO,;8.\h,galk'Yh.'ai,i[ghv.egi.gjef:n:;ix.all2t/its

f f

   there are half-a-dozen that no one but Wilde could have written.
   Tljese do not make a great play, but they give added savour to a
  J.f-airly good              one.

                                                     i(;lilillii'lllligliilllillilllillllilliilliiilliiliilillllilililllilllliillllllilll$lilliiililiiiillililillH'wMm-MM-m-M
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 ilitlgutmM,i,r,ea&t:m..K,:okh.Mang"d.p"/{.k,E,e,F,ill.]Ilevt.kfi/'n"ia:,l'glihl'

,,/\',?'//iii'llllillllllllee.,,(.T,i!iim"ig-gt•IX-$,,t/in•iaex,,s,,ige,,i,i./\

,.//i•lil,lll'lie,it`"' ,//gu,ilgi..q'Ser,$,,vMurill'IIII/'/'`..d,"/Ll/liili,/]ilifi,X,/itk#•S'il•ll{'lierx,,S'ec`",$/Wg

    (pptetie3si s"5ip"i&puet iiews i

'S,g",!ttils•J,,.ux`MpO•i'\.lil-va.g,,..kgeGsSyew,i".M'iill,i:..Sio,n.enitwy,tttf'ti

  'Repuectsns eqnu Årloop,Q ueAota,i

/i`o,ap.se,i`
t:lgl/IItli\llliill..za,;k`,,kdgisi'g,;g,i.t''3o..',i}g,tfo/.ti".:lasi'i

rwho,RsL... ";Svee P•xt,M i'
                       h.4) 2j'.ige5

  " fiie reviva1 ef `"A J'SVbnia)it-of tspte' TMport-

 }nee" at His MajeetnyF's is 'interesting ratJ}ec
:l:g'cn.fa•f#vel;gm:•,tin.g.•f:i;g,,".hod'ucP-lkYfe,ge.b,tseg8ullY

       One enonmp                nnderstands'how its epi-
 q. ams were turned out, 'vav wftat is muck
 {ncrce diimeneerbbng is its inherent• sense of

doo.' .,ruPof"iO g.--.'ak9,gl..nt,.a.t.M6ey•.qu.'ht,e,.iilllge,#:;.:

.

:ltliO)utrdtlIltlltigymaolT;•;ib}3oasmlanlawateesytsuassill:t:;gkel'ngcledcat($,,lyi

boday becamse our attention is mot• diveted'
-by bhe g.!itber di'the wia Mr [I]ree.has added

 pevera1 pla: ers twhis co.mpimyg fet the work•,i
,gn ,.,figSuabegl'ff.ese"..thq.."ai:.ty..'of.act'C".g•,il:'igY,llgl.

9elnys has been achieved by Mpe Calvert as the
pty old peeress, who almosb al                            one ef the
pappet.s haS d•eeent irrstincts. Miss EraS
Jeffwys is aiiother weheeme addi,iti(m. kt
,weuld seem as if• Mt !rEree IraTposed plelyi4gL
• •modem work, for he has introdnced                               into t'he
i,gllill:lilisllliilgme,.rmouegsSip,Åí,,,!nm,redem-Z:i.;--iiS.a"ts,fao,getLss:ksgtww.r..

-- thaE-t'IIpt

May 25, 1907.] THE•NATrON.

            cClthe gnrama.

             L
                  -
                 e   "A WOMAN OF- NO IMPORTANCE.,'
ERE was a eurious sensation in witnessing Oscar Wilde's
g.,a8,Xl;s,.M.zggky's.ISP,gat'e,,og.W,xd,nzs.d,a\,gR,t,aE`,e;L.?•:

the aphorisms,.and epigr&ms which once seemed to be cu,t
,h such yettn-ed skill. ?`Nothing sueceeds like excess,

:.inSX:.stC

ua'l`Zh,glte?y,stag.ne.dq:ur.l.:L\:'e,st.Celetlill8,:2e,a.ats.oC,nO.enih;aa,s'ig",ogt.ht:hueiii

,r

,{Rs"g.•i6El8ke,s,e.".rso,,n,esw,&k.i,".d,s.o.f,W.O.IIf8.l-,:,h%,P,'8.'e,

 what one does oneself," seemed wonderfplly subtle four-
',,kes.i.Å}/ll,,Xg/EhM/lllleeTiug/ll$h'k,te$Blhfilgillh',fmlSE-/ryiil,l#11\''fif

                               situations were a con- m? Did we think these theatrical
1.,"IA,Ihi'aisi'ge.'r,,g,a/OM.El,iME:,i.8,R.26,/t,,,e,l.iige.n..\,h.Qi.l,}fii\:/.;i,.l,i.'.eMgtage.Sx,t'
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