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BeinG THE Book oF A HERETIC.” John

HE SECRET LIFE.
. Lane. Vigo Street, W.C. :

1S is in many respects a charming book. The writer is a
oman of cultivated mind and wide interests, and her decidedly
dividual opinions are given to us in sections, some long, others
brief, separated from each other by dates, which super-
ially appear to give the volume the character of a diary. ~Some-
nes a poem, not without interest and power, occupies the
hole of one section. The wealth of topics is remarkable, and
‘we wander on with pleasure from refreshingly original criticisms
on Hamlet and Balzac, Rousseau and Oscar Wilde to disquisitions *
during significance upon youth and age, courage and illusions ;
again, to powerfully attractive pictures of the life of insect
mmunities, or a discrimination between French and English
ture. The mixture of humanity and insight in the section
called “ Amateur Saints” is admirable, and there are many
| other passages equally trenchant. The writer was born in
Louisiana, and?%9:03:18senWomenls Miuersityd iratvere, 189 the fineness

-

is bred in that Southern air. . B/P.O.

b




f Answers to orrespondents.

I\ORTH AMERICA.—In the orlgxgé cast in Osear Wilde's * trivial.

| comedy for serious people” cal “The -Importance of Being
| Earnest” were, George Alexander, Allan @ynesworﬁh H. H: m- ;

| cent, Frank Dy b]EB%U*MBgfé ne Vanbru
Evelyn Millard, and Mrs a.nnmge. %11 \gs produced
I‘ebruary, 1895

oo
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‘,I(" g2 N MOST respects, Stephen Phillips

7 and Rudyard Kipling are poetical
antipodes.  Kipling hunts for crude
| 68 types and very modern ph.rasing.
BN Phillips usually harks back to “old,
! G ) unbappy, far off things and bat-
{tles long ago,” and prefers to tell us of Paolo
| and Francesca, - 1erod, Nero and Ulysses. Kip-

| ling is an up-to-date motor car throbbing with
f energy and exceeding the speed-limits. Ride with
" him and you will see mountains and canyons and

cataracts, but few of the lesser and sweeter way-

side beauties. Phillips is a Cleopatra’s barque,

piled high with bloom, moving with smooth and
stately grandeur and redolent of the picturesque
past. His latest volume (“New Poems”: John
L Coptiigigsdmbiiens Uhiversity Lipraagt "
done for years, having a poem on a(?s one, one
on Dreyfus and one on Wilde;
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Vetorm Javty Atves, s
iﬂt the Queen’s Hall,

| The New Year's concert drew a big crowd
[to the Queen’s Hall this afternoon, despite
|the bitter weatlier, and the famous or(-hestra!
{under Mr Henry Wood performed a pro-|
| gramme of popular musie which was in itself |
|an evidence of the tromendous strides whic !
{have been made of late years in the musiocal
| education of the London public.  Sibelins, |
Greig, Wagner, and Bach were all finely in-}°
terpreted, and the Leonora No. 3 overture of !
Beethoven was magnificently rendered. The'
<oloist was M. Hollman, the eminent “cellist, |
who acquitted himself with great distinction |
in Saint-Saens’ Concerto in A, and Max:
Bruch’'s variations on the Hebrew melody Kol
Nidrei. Tt is worth mention that Herr |
Richard Strauss is announced to conduct the
first performance in England of his opera
“ Salome,” on March 19th, at the Queen's |
Hall. The opera is based on Oscar Wilde's
play, and the music created a tremendous
“ensatiodissen RORHE s 0. Tt puts,
even for SSSgIauss, a rg@i%é‘qgggand upon
the orchestra. {




;osem wu.b: sonAN :
Ingleby. Lomiml T Wewmar Imme,
Clifford’s Inm. ' Price 12s. 6di
This work, is complimentary to Mr. R, H.
Sherard’s Life of Wilde, who was . undoubtedly
an etxtzaordreaxy genius, and whose ' um- -
Imppypestxsnwbﬂn'gmgmdtoa‘
merciful ' oblivion in = wview of  the = wile-
spmad renewal of interest taken in = his
literary productions all over England and the
Continent of Europe. It conbtaing new and inter-
esting information, has a long and brilliant study
of the complex personality of Wilde, and gives
a complete account and detmled eriticism of all
his, writings. ~ For many years ordinary people
to whom literature and literary affairs were maf
of, at any rate, obsorbing: interest only knew of
Osear Fingal O'Flahertie Wills Wﬂde——to give
{his fall name-~by his. extravagances and poses..
‘f He was the pioncer of what hag been: termed the
@sthetic craze, a topie upon which he lectured
Emth considerable skill throughout the counbry,r
| and the poet in “Palience’” was typical of t.ha.
| style he delighted in and the doctrine he pro—
| pounded.  Mr. Laboucheré in  “Truth’’ onceg
I'said; I have known Oscar Wilde off and on
| for ‘years. Clever and withy, he unqaestnon
| mbly is, but I  have always ' regarded
him  as wmewhat wrzogg | in hiq head,
for his- craving séter  notoriety seemed to
me a posmvo cuxe There was mothing that
he. would ot/ da’ to atts act uttention,  When he
| went. over. to New York he want about dressed
‘in @ bott,le green’ coab with a wais !
shoulders. © When . he entered  a “restanrant
people threw things at him.  When he drove
in the evening to deliver his Jectures the windows
of his carringe were broken, until a polivema?
rode on each side of'it.  Far from objecting to
Lall this, it filed him with @ delighted wngﬂ%

e x ‘9

,cenoy ‘Insult me, throw mud at me, but
[look at me’ seomed to he his creed.” Thou
lthis is all very unsympathetic it was considered
lto vepresent a mood with some foithiuiness.
L&nother extract from the same wmiter throws &
f&dehﬂht ou bhe mSthetic craze: “I\mnwmbprﬂ
fin the early dajs of the cnlt of wstheticism, hear-
ing ' someons . ask . him  how a man of'
is.  undoubted capacity could ' make such a
200l of himseli. He gave this explanation, He
had written, he said, a book of poems, and hely
beheved in their excellence. In vain he went,
{from publisher to puhhshm: asking them to bring
‘»bhem onb; no one wonld even read them, for he
|was unknown In order to éind a pablicher he
| felt: that he must' do something to become a
{p‘eu‘soné.lity'. 8o he hit upon wstheticism. 14
succeeded.  People talked ' about  him; they
invited him to their houses as a 'sort of lwn
He then took his poems to a publisher, who—
still  without | reading | hhem—-glasdly accepbed
them.”  Notwithstanding = these ' examples o
host,ue criticism the anthor endeavo 0w,

a.nd wg\amst hlm, umvveé é.t Wha:t. he oomc;ld '@
Juam ershmahon o{ ‘the qharam of th:s bri JAnt

‘m this or that. depa.rtment of hie to bn 1

in “Puneh” at‘ all, Those who woul ta@ to
‘minimise bhe ‘place of Qscar W;xlde in the publi
‘eye during the mst.hei;m period have only to: loo
at the pages of that journal to vealiss how
greatly that movement 'influenced English ' life
during its continnance.. A full List is given in
|the volume of the references made, and  they
extend over an unusually lengthened pexibd The'
first two afe taken from the issue of Feb1 uary
12, 1861, andthey were headed “Maudle on the
choice of a. Pmiesamn,"wd ¢ Beanty * ’\Iot.’ at

Home.” Neatly six pages are taken upr with the
titles oi the articles, the last one as recently as
Janvary 3, 1906, called “Our Boxing Office.”
R. H., Sherard’s T‘wenty Years in  Paris,”

though =~ April' 13, 1895, marked  the
alose  of ! 4he . rmeferences  to | Wilde's
remarkable' career.  Several amusing ext
|are also quoted. Tt was when Wilde tur
gpawsrs in the direction of the stage that he
| achieved the most suceess. . It was swift and
brilliant, and the publio did not fail to realise
‘that he was a man-of extraordinary genins. Hig
fixst effort was “Lady Windermere's ¥an,”
which - was produce& by Mr. George Alexander
at the St. James's Theatre in the q,u-mg of 1892,

gl 2 m-eabed » 'says the  author, “an un-

precedented furore among all ranks oftheplzy 1
\going public, and placed the author at once upon
apedeshafmtdxev:ﬂhaﬂaof the Drama, noton

is, . worth qmbm 4
yesimda.y Oscar Wzﬁ‘e

lede, ﬁh'e'm, zhe
'erld and s meg;;

: ) W@dmo&mme‘
 this m:-a,on&zmzymdhm{am personage. Tt
i pmm«admlmguv;hrcype,mmt pam,
»W.M Ao




sora‘ed DY su.; . his fall nawemy, Sinelate T
Cotter made a successiul Uecl Grabam. Mr, ¢
Clifford Bown as Lord Augustus Lorton, and® o
Messrs, Sanders, Tassing and Peachey likewise .,
performed well, Turning to the ladies, Miss
Florence Hamer admirably sustained- the char-
acter of Mrs, Exlyone, the adventuress, mother of |
Lady Winderners. She gavea clever pourtrayal re
of the part and always carried the audience with a
her. The role of Lady Wivdermere was enacted i
by Miss Violet Vorley, who has every reason to ,
be proud of a very p aisswerthy performance.
Miss Corsb'e was the Duchess, ax]xd’v“’ﬁig_s Helen, @
Grenville o %ﬁg .Caéléée iss - Lilian 0o
Lloyds a:i#%ﬁﬂﬁgg B LIDEAGY sustained s
| minor parts, and Miss Violet Luddington made .
-an exceedingly gracefol Lady Plimdale, = [, e

ke
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Salome "' in the Concert=Room.

Many months ago” we Suggested.a concert-room per-

% formance,in London of Richard Stfauss’ Salome,” seeing
| that an operatic performance was inipossible and we are

glad to be able to say that the composer has been engaged
* by the directorsof the Queen’s Hall Orchestra to conduct
- the greater portion of his music-drama, “ Salome,” at
_ Queen’s Hall, on Thursday evening, March 19. The work

in question is dedicated to Sir Edgar Speyer, chairman of
. the Queen’s Hall Orchestra, and the excerpts which will

be performed for the first time here under the composer’s
¢ direction are the scene between Salome and Jochanaan,

! the Dance

50 it

of Salome, and the final scene. The “Dance

of the Veils” was first heard in England at Queen’s Hall
on November 22, when it was played by the New Sym-

'phony Orchestra, under the direction of Fritz Cassirer.
- The scoring is particularly full, as in addition to the usual
 strings, the following fifty instruments are employed: 3
~ flutes; 1 piccolo; 2 oboes; 1 cor anglais; 1 hekelphone;
_a bass oboe in C; 2 clarinets in A; 2 clarinets in B; 1 E
" flat clarinet; 1 bass clarinet; 3 bassoons; I contra-bassoen;

‘6 horns; 4

trumpets; 4 trombones; I bass tuba; 4 tympani

- '(2 players); 1 bass drum; 1 side drum; 1 gong; I cymbals;

1 tambour

ine; 1 triangle; 1 castenets; 1 glockenspiel; 1

_ Zylophone; 1 celesta; 2 harps; I organ. By the way,

" the Vienna “Neue Freie Presse” learns from Berlin that
Dr. Richard Strauss has as good as finished his new
Opera, “Electra.” The first performance will be given
next autumn at the Court Opera, at Dresden, where, it
will be remembered, his “Salome” was first staged. Dr.

Strauss h gl_ggﬁ% vy Hefmanasthals,“ Electra”
and as hea;?ﬁg wit 1 ees drama%aegaﬁth t 6e exception
of a few changes and cuts, set’the whole to music.
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* Piscoveries.” A volume of Essays by William
Butler Yeats. Dun Emer Press, Dundrum.
4to. pp. iv., 43. T7s. 6d. net. 200 copies
print £

THE AUTHOR'S ATTITUDE.

Then follow the confidences“of a lyrical
poet whose voice of old often reached us as
from the inside of an elfin hill, but who has
half emerged, has moved towards the acted
drama, has, indeed, written and rewritten
such dramas, but still has never made such
dramas as those that mow he dreams of
making. It has yet to be seen if Mr. Yeats
has inventive skill answering to the stride
that he has taken ecritically. Time must
show if he will make good his * discoveries ”’
in practice. Drama of the sort that he means |
implies a power, not in him very apparent,
of entering into other natures; but. failing
drama, we should be well content with a new
kind of song or elegy, not so far away and
solitary as heretofore, but fuller of that
touch of actual life, of intelligible passion,
and of tenderness rooted in human ties which
his earliest verses and snatches, or the best

! of them, disclosed. Meantime, the working
of Mr. Yyigsen tBiiversi7libraryie of the
creative worth which, as.Wi wed in his

jngs§ essay, inheres in all living criticism.

A EAS SR N




Dundee Advertiser. Jan4.1908

“The ocult of Oscar Wilde, from a musical !
poiut of view, has been rampant in Germany
fo+ some time past; ' and bas now reached
Britain. The drama * Salome,” it will bo re-
membere , was rejected by Sarah Beruhardt in
the lifetime of the author; and quite receatly
weas. prohibited in New York. It is now an-
pounced that the directors of the Queen’s
Hall ~ Orchestra - have engaged Dr Richard
$itranss to conduct the g-reater’rgortion of &‘.1;
music- “Salome)”  on day, 1
4 A Wmen's University Lbrargos. .
Balome and Jochanaan, the Dance of Salome,
_ and the finul scene of Salome. .

5 .

e



M.AP, Jm._u. 1908

- Some More. =

Mz. Hueert HENRY DAVIES has given us the prize success
of1907. His comedy at the Criterion, The Molluse, has appealed
to everybody—because everybody is a molluse, and everybody
secretly prefers his own portrait to anyone else’s. Miss Mary
Moore has never done anything better (has never had anything
better to do) than her Mus. Baxter, the expert in molluscry;
indeed, she and her part are so escellent that one loses sight
of the fact, during the entire performance of the play, that Sir
Charles Wyndham is only moderately well provided for in .
Tom Kemp. The comedy was produced in October, 1907. If
it is not still at the Criterion in October, 1908, it will be
because there are not so muny people in the world as statistics
boast about. Mr. Beerbohm Tree made some interesting
experiments at DidMoremarie Uhiversity Ldbragg tram Tristram's

Russian political drama, 7he Red Lamp, and Oscar Wilde's

clever comedy, 4 Woman of No I mportance ;




R ey

EDWIN DROOD. |

Although lacking 10 develo: ment and
steady growth of interest, an burdened

wiih many tediw us patghes, the lay gives .
Mr Tree an opportumity of displaying his

special gifts, whigh may secure iis success
with the public. !There was much applagse
during the evening. especially, as aiready
noted, ~after the sceond aet; and if a few
dissentient vorces made themseives heard at
tie finish the general verdict seemed favor
abie. Made up somewhat aiter Oscar Walde,
Mr Tree very cléverly sug ested the struggie
between the good and evil in the man, one
naght almost style it a case of dual per
sunuality The simeter mesmeric influence
he axerted upun Rousa was well shown: his
tonr de force in ‘the dream écene has been
already commented upob; but perbaps his
fnest effort was in the third act 10 the scene

wiih Grewgious. There was subtijety 1o thas} °

in the concealment Of dread, n the attem
to a&u undisturbed And', of course, the

con o Jisgen WOBelBs Uni i obvious
portunities, of whicg %52‘ ﬂx;:ma@xe most
; o

Morning Leader. Jn-£.
“THE MYSTERY OF
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Tribune, Ja 19,

MODERN PROSE.

In “Nineteenth Century Prose” (Methuen
snd CG&., 6s.) Mrs. Laurence Binyon has made
a selection from all the leading prose-writers
of the last century. The extracts have been
chosen with gonsiderable care, and ‘here is

.

a fine catholieity of range. The great classics
of the nineteenth century are represented by
such names as b, Maoaul:i, Carlyle, Walter
Scott, al e ancer. Dickens, Thackeray,
George and Trollope are representative
of mid- an fiction. Newman stands as

/i

the typical exponent of the great Cathcelic
movement, while Liberal theology clains such
names as F. W. Robertson and Benjamin
+Jowett. Amo the moderns we have Oscar
| Wilde, Lionel Johnson, Mr. Santayana, aad Mr.
 Rudyard Kipling. Mrs. Binyon, in a gracefal
and lundissen Wi gmxllscusaes
modern prose and the various influences which
have moulded it during the nineteenth eentury.




Jan:
Morning FPost, .

ST. JAMES'S THEATRE MATINEE.

Mr. George Alexander -announces that he will give
special matinée at the St. James’s Theatre on Fri
the 31st inst., in  aid of the Provision >
Meals for Children Fund, which will benef
to . the  extent of the gross  receipts,  m
deductions being made. All concerned in the matinde
mcludmg the orchestra and the staff of the theatre, hav
given their services for the performance, and the selec
tions from the mo. permissio
of their seve%ﬁ%%m@f&iaeu@gmm atives. * The
programme includes the he third act of La,dx Windermere

B R R
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“ szes ” theraty Supplement.

\IOI)ER\ ISM AND RO\L\A\CE By R. "A. Scorr Jamzs, 953
284 pp. Lane. s, 6d. n. : j‘ n'
{Modernism is not here in its theological sense. The book, some
of which has appeared in the (outompmary Revicw, the Daily
News, and the Nation (Speaker), is an attempt to estimate how far z ‘

the true spi mzmm ls 811\0 n, our, lxte ature an%
lnﬂuenws—thé&lg c\lﬂw rary so &é-

which tend to cmmteract it. ’lhe authors mainl hz; d&
udsley, Haecks O




Ix aid of the Hospital for Wome-n, Soho-square, successful
performances of 7'he - Importance of Being Earnest were
given at Queens Gate Hall, on two evenings recently,

by the Merrie Andrews Dramatic Society. Generally
speaking, the brilliant comedy was played excellently,

and most of the performers delivered with the proper

point the witty and paradoxical epigrams in which the author

has been so imitated so often, and -with little success. Mr.

T. Wingfield Heale, besides acting as business manager of

~ the enterprise, played with the right amount of seriousness
- and gwavity as the supposed John Worthing, who turns out

to be really -called Ernest, and to be the elder-brother of

Algernon Moncrieff, a 76le embodied with mercurial high

spirits and a most hearty laugh by Mr. Graham Colmer. The

scenes hstween the creator of the fictitious Ernest and the

inventor of the equally imaginary Bunbury went especially

well. Miss Elsie Goulding was a very charming, elegant, and

nicely-spoken Gwendoline Fairfax; Miss Peggy Ledward

made a bright, lively, and girlishly impulsive Cecily Cardew ;

and Miss Gwendolen Stedman was most lady-like and dis-

tinguished of manner and tone as Lady Bracknell, although

her facial make-up had been performed unskilfully. = Miss

Hughes represented Miss Prism with becoming sedateness;

but Mr. Kirk Stedman "rather overplayed the part of
Canon Chamble, the conventional mannerisms of the stage
cleric being exaggerated almost to the maximum.  Mr.

George Hughes gave a very neat and clever sketch of Alger-

non’s meek and accommodating man-servant Fane, and the
cast was completed by Mr. Kenneth Ledward in a minor
part. Mr. H. B. Tucker had arranged a capital little band,

under the direction of Mr. Hal Hill, who had composed an
effective overture specially for these representations. 7'/e

Importance of Being FEarnest was adequately staged, and
Miss Snell had designed cleverly the cover of the programne,

representing a M

appearance Mr. Trec was strangely arresting, reminding

dark locks and pallid face, in which the eyes alone betrayed the volcano
burning within, of Alfred de Musset or of Oscar.WIIde in his ze‘mth.
Even his Svengali is scarcely more effective than this study of a culture :
artistic passion - ridden man. TE TS !

SEERB L, See I




scar WiLpe, By L. C. Ingleby. YLondon:
T. W. Laurie. Pp. viii.-400. ~ 12s, 6d. net.
It is not many months since we noticed in
hese columns the substantial Life of Wilde
by his friend Mr. Sherard. Tt says much
‘either for the public interest in him or' for

the publisher’s enterprise that another Life
no less substantial by another friend has
been issued after so short an interval by the |
csame firm. ‘We cannot say that Mr. Ingleby’s |
work shows any advance upon Mr. Sherard’s,
in critical temper, while in literary quality |
it falls rather signally behind it. What it offers
- beyond the earlier work is chiefly a rather’
- detailed summary and discussion of Wilde's
- writings, especially. of the plays, several of
- them. unknown to English audiences, A

smaller volume with less diffuse comments -

would probably have better served the pur- |
pose of popularisation.  After being unduly
disparaged, Wilde is now in danger of suffer-|

ing from injudicious vindication. There was |
poetry in him and there was wit, but neither |
- in such measure as to sustain indiscriminate |
~eulogy, or, we may add, to justify extrava-|
. gant comparisons. We held no brief for
~ Mr. Bernard Shaw, but surely an assertion
- like that which closes one of Mr. Ingleby’s |
chapters, to the effect that to compare “the
blatant nonsense that he [Mr.' Shaw] foists on
a credulous public as wit with the coruscating
bon mots of his dead compatriot” is like
comparing “the fountains in Trafalgar Square
~ to Niagara” must be called equally unjust
an inept. Wilde cared far more for beanity,
,2nd had a finer instinct for it; in literary
* charm he is accordingly> much ‘richer. But
‘his voluptuous and sensuous effects are rarely

IJ”"‘Q
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 Ix aid of the Hospital for Womeﬁ, Soho-square, successfui
- performances of The  Importance of Being Earnest were

given at Queens Gate Hall, on two evenings recently,

' by the Merrie Andrews Dramatic Society. Generally
;speaking, the brilliant comedy was played excellently,

and most of the performers delivered with the proper
point the witty and paradoxical epigrams in which the author

= has been so imitated so often, and -with little success. Mr.
- T. Wingfield Heale, besides acting as business manager of
~ the enterprise, played with the right amount of seriousmess .

and gwavity as the supposed John Worthing, who turns out

~ to be really called Ernest, and to be the elder-brother of
. Algernon Moncrieff, a 7éle embodied with mercurial high
~ spirits and a most hearty laugh by Mr. Graham Colmer. The

scenes hstween the creator of the fictitious Ernest and the
inventor of the equally imaginary Bunbury went especially
well. Miss Elsie Goulding was a very charming, elegant, and

. nicely-spoken Gwendoline TFairfax; Miss Peggy Ledward

made a bright, lively, and girlishly impulsive Cecily Cardew ;
and Miss Gwendolen Stedman was most lady-like and dis-
tinguished of manner and tone as Lady Bracknell, although
her facial make-up had been performed unskilfully. Miss
Hughes represented Miss Prism with becoming sedateness;
but Mr. Kirk Stedman ~rather overplayed the part of
Canon Chamble, the conventional mannerisms of the stage
cleric being exaggerated almost to the maximum. Mr.
George Hughes gave a very neat and clever sketch of Alger-
non’s meek and accommodating man-servant Fane, and the
cast was completed by Mr. Kenneth Ledward in a minor
part. Mr. H. B. Tucker had arranged a capital little band,
under the direction of Mr. Hal Hill, who had composed an
effective overture specially for these representations. 7le
Importance o HU, n'sWniversity Libr@adt 1y staged, and
Miss Snell had designed cleverly the cover of the programne,
representing a Merrie Andrew with cap and bells.
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AL1S5 CHEell TlaQ AEalglitll Clovolly
representing a Merrie Andrew

:: £ . o » L 5 2
wdies”  keld, T ——
appearance Mr. Treec was strangely arresting, reminding one, with his
dark locks and pallid face, in which the eyes alone &?tlraye.d t}']g volczf\tnho
burning witlpo19063-18ssen Womers Ohiversity Library 1208’ ' T
Even his Svengali 1s scarcely more ¢ ectiv@tlﬁan ré\{ns st M
artistic passion - ridden man.




on‘i J”’ L “‘ Mr. Tree indeed

} seems to have been stimulated by Irving’s rendering of
'~ the dream in “ The Bells”’ as he enacts (in trance) the |
murder and burial of Edwin Drood. But he employs
thing like the same range of intellectual and physical
rces. He has a fine presence, his voice is capable both
depth and iisseiiavasien'swhiversitylibraggp closely sug-
sts Dickens’s picture of John Jasper, though in the
first act it also accidentally recalls the late Mr. Wilde.
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. Mr Arthor 1. Humvhm‘vs l’vccaqrﬂ'. is the pubhs 4
b of very elﬁmnt little editions of ‘Th\ Young Lady's
i Ohescerficl. “Soul of _Man,’

L M’ and  Wide's :
- ‘Wilde, in hi
“Soul ‘of Man" m WHNKGWM/QOUN :
itetary crioism. The books ave mowed at throe shil ,/M ’
ings and s ixpence net,
s WL TNEE RS R S m
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" Daily Mail 199
(. There is to be a gpecial matinée at the St.
James's: Theatre on Friday, January 31, in aid
o ihe. Provision of Meals for Children Fund,
when a number of well-known people in the
| dramatic world have promised their assistance.
Among the items on the programme will
_scenes from ‘‘ Lady Windermere's Fan,!” “The
" School for Scandal,”* ““The Molluse,” “The Van -
‘Dyok,” and “Tho Thief,” those assist-
| ing in the foregoing will be Miss ion Terry,
. Miss Lihian Braithwaite, Mr. Eric Lewis, Mr.
‘ggrﬂ-Mande and Miss Winifred Emery, Sir
Charles Wyndham and Miss Mary , Mr,
Beer and Miss
Treme Vanbrugh, as well as a number f others, -
i 0400 Yor 3
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Tae Queen’s Friexp, by Hélene Vacaresco

(T. Werner Laurie, pp. 386), is a lively ac-

count of what may be expected to happen
when a young Roumanian lady marries an
Englishman, Maana Albo might have done
very much worse, as the phrase goes, than
the Earl of Deepdale, who, we are convinced,
was quite the gentleman, careful about sink-
ing into oblivion instead of merely falling
asleep, and particular even when he was tired
to death about dashing into his evening
clothes. The study of Roumanian manners
is not very severe. The characters quote
Marcel Prévost, discuss Madame le Bargy’s

dresses, a. of Madam at. Oscar
e meauitals Ofiversiby LikeRy,
ness and pleasant air of culture to which we|
are quite accustomed in England.

Manchester Guardian
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are quite accustomed in England.
JM533 e quite accustomed in England.

Manchester Courier.

Wo are indebted to Mr. Arthur L. Hum-
plireys, London, for three dainty volumes of
interesting matter beautifully printed on hand-
made paper, published at 3s. 6d. net each,
| eminently suited for Christmas presents. The
Young lLady's Chesterfield,” by Sir  George
Saville, is a reprint of The Lady’s New Year’s

L Gatb ﬁwtsmwi%%tﬂﬁ; Soul of
{ Man; by Oscar Wi de, 18 taken ~from the

| Fortnightly - Review.”

T
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‘ 1ngwaefmam camposer, - Richard
“Bipates, bad acquired all the amazing techpique of
thoven an agner, and. put something of his
Wn' on top of Jall: Lafdy he had rushed rather
to the e'xtmvagnm‘, and bizarre; but he had written
‘many works which would.last on account of their
‘sheer beauty. He had been ill advised in allying
hxe mporb art to such undegerving opera subjects
as Wilde's *“ Salome and Jt was emeedingly difi-
LS LTSIV e rn dance
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- lof ihxsmha.&py S T L
al L fomgotwn works are
ﬁgloﬁx sgfered.. in future they ought to be%r
Tliterary and dramatm merits, independently -of the
personal character of their author. This is as it should
~be,farifperaqm&character were fo be made ihe
test of literary greatnmess, it might happen that a
Tapper would ibe preferred to Shazkspexve, and certainky
to cather Marlowe or Byron. Ingleby, however; is
not -content to assery ledes claims to Jiterary
but he also attempts, so far as possible,
to rehabilitate him as a map: This is an unnecessary
effort, of hero worship, but hero worship is in truth
the keynote of Mr. Ingleby’s volume. Wilde was un- |
dwbtod.ly a- very clever, in.some hﬁujgm, |
'gapemalmn ‘1 hI‘:agm Wm’é " gm-%
o y Windemere’s 'an,”
S his miaster

he is of the unfortunate leader - ?‘hhe ssthetic culd,
does not hesitate to: pomt out many of the extrava.
ganeies and errors wiiich mark his pmnmmoemems on
he relanJisse2DMOBAEBUNIVersitRlBorary - The book,
however, is 100 k for xs snb]ect and w«xld “hare
gained w‘h by uS. oomnptemon

R P SN S




I Oscar Wilde said :—“ He is the most

‘Writing of Robert Browning im. “Th ic as Artist,”
akespearean creature
| since Shakespeare. If Shakespeare could sing with myriad
lips Browning could stammer through a thousand mouths.
Even now, as I am speaking, and speaking not against him
but for him, there glides through the room the pageant of
his persons. There creeps Fra Lippo Lippi with his cheeks
| still burning from some girl’s hot kiss. There stands dread
| Saul with the lordly male-sapphires gleaming in his turban.
Mildred Tresham is there, and the Spanish monk, yellow
with hatred, and Blougram, and Ben Ezra, and the Bishop
of St. Praxed’s. The spawn of Setebos gibbers in the cotner
and Sebald, hearing Pippa pass by, looks on Ottima’s hag-
gard face, and loathes her and his own sin and himeelf.
Pale as the white satin of his doublet, the melancholy king
watches with dreamy, treacherous eyes too loyal Strafford
pass forth to his doom, and Andrea shudders as he hears the
cousin’s whistle in the garden, and bids his perfeet wife go
down. Yes, Browning was great. And as what will he be
remembered? As a poet? Ah, not as a poet! He will be
remembered as a writer of fiction, as the most supreme
writer of fiction, it may be, that we have ever had. His
sense of dramatic situation was unrivalled, and, if he could
not answer his own problems, he could at least put problems
forth, and what more should an artist do? Considered from
the point of view of a creator of character he ranks next to
him who made Hamlet. Had he been articulate, he might
have sat beside him. The only man who can touch the hem

of his gumem,ﬂﬁq@m- i Iwith is a prose
Browning, and so 18 1'0\\'1111%5. Lgu Poétry as a medium

for writing in prose.” A R

e



in malice”” i the quotation which appea’ris' <
on the title-page of * Leaves {rom a Lifey :
book - just publiched - by Eveleigh Nash
London. Tf the Shakespearian extrich bed s
intended as en Indication of the author’s
sandonr, “it 35 viell chosen, With the
exception  that she withholds her own
identity she s candour itssif. Hvern ong =
that point there are ciues, from which eonad
chusions may be drawn by the curious. Tor

the preseat it is sufficient to note that the
wrtter wae an artist’e daughter.

; g i
** LEAVES FROM A LIFE.”

Piguant Pen-pictures of
- Prominent People.

“THE KAISER IN KILTS. |

< Nothing extennate nor set aught down

tiond. of another poet—Oscar Wilde.
saysi— ; o

e

Not quite so pleasant are her reéqlléq—

Many 2 gallant lad owes his damnation
‘Oscar Wilde; as for me T never liked him:
he was sensual looking, and always a.ppea’red?% :
%o exhale an nnhappy and disgusting atmos-
phere, and T was not surprized at hig deead-

f11 Jissen WonmeOlS4gges ibrary, 70 4
attempts made since his ea!g{ %av waitewas,
his memory. I taink his friends would be

_wiser t let him pestin peace, . oo



mance.”’ By A. Scott-
John Lane, The Bodley

3

Hardy and without the healthy nature which.

by inheritance and emvitonment gives him,

what might M an ‘‘ English ” restraint

and sanity i e of his extreme pessimism,

- ask the sam i but answer them
differently. eys like Hardy, believe that

. ¢ _hfe do not w&k

s of sélﬂsh«;;
\them in so far
seiousness. With- |

: 'vatlls them

lled th So{mzngs
he ca
~had, snd .9

Other wn;im's ’wiﬁloum T
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" One of the most interesting matinées of the season was
given at the Seala Theatre, at which the Princess of Wales
was present, in aid of the League of Mercy. The programme

consisted of 20IEAgFIOMEN'S Ul 'ﬁﬁm‘, Eib?a enwood Tree,”
by . Major P%mip Trevor, al&]c[l]k‘ he tm ?ance of Being
Earnest,” by Oscar Wilde.
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PERSONAL AND SOCAL.

Under the immediate patronage }6’ {
cess of Wales, who has graciously consented to &
be present, a theatrical entertainment is being
promoted by some of the lady presidents of the '
League of Mercy, to be hc}d‘ at the Scala
Theatre, on the afternoon of Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 25, The entertainment will consist of
* Under the Greenwood ‘I'ree,”” a children’s
pastoral play in one act, by Major Philip
Trevor, with music by Mr. Howard Carr, and
acted by Major Trevor’s children, and *‘ The
Importance of being Earnest,”’ acted by the
I{%on. Mary Thesiger, the Hon. Stephen gowys,
Miss Har 1 Briversi ayy. Arthur
Thesiger.@%g <ets und-s’lall"inpt%%’nlﬁ%z may be
obtained of Miss €. Moseley, 101," Park-

sipeet W, = v il T e




From Mr. Art
Books in the House.
The Sonl of Man.
Topics for

Y The Young Kk
Savile.

| All of these

4 which they first a

* to their individual'ny f
one with the merest apolog
Mr. Pollard’s “Books in

: books, collect, keep, and

* may be learnt here from one who appears to possess #
a more than * Lamb-like ' knowledge of the subject.
Buy only what you can read is Mr. Pollacd's axiom,
and on this an amusing story is told. To point out .

. some fault in the cover, Mr. Locker Lawpsoa one
day took back a volume to his binder, who, after

. examining it, “exclaimed reproachfully, over his

| spectacles, “ Why, Mr, Locker, you've been reading

" it!” Thereis such a boomnow in Oscar Wilde's

works this: ) PR f Man,”
article ﬁ?xwtﬂe ,‘%%Maiblbfg fure of a

he less so because it is frankly
o R S T

>

b S




Darky Express, Fob: 1 1308
PRINCESS OF WALES AT
CHILDREN’S MATINEE.

1£600 FOR L.C.C. PROVISION
OF MEALS FUND.

e e

The Prinocess of Wales, attended by Lady
Katherine Coke and the Hon. Alexander
Hood, oeccupied the box which the King
had taken for the remarkable matinde
given at-the 8t. James' Theatre ycsterday
by Mr. George Alexander in aid of the Pro-
L vision of Meals for Children Fund.

EERH "wwiwwqezwme. é
Miss Marion Terry, Mies Liian Bfaith-
| waite, and Mr, Eric Lewis appeared in the

~ third act of “‘Lady Windermere's Fait,”

pee
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I:ITERARY N OTES.

On February 13th Messrs Methuen will issue
the first six volumes of the uniform editios
Oscar - Wilde's - authentic -works. - The edi
Mr Rovert Ross, Wilde's literary execu
‘made arrangements with Mr Charles
ton, the publisher and owner of the co
of “ Dorian Gray,”’ by which the novel will
issued in exactly the same style and forn
the other volumes published by Messrs M
Iﬁorderthq,theboak may be ha
an integral part of the only auth

complete edition which can be pu

a greaf many years, Mr Ross has added

prefatory note. * Dorian Gray will
- the seventh o£ the ﬂnxtean volumes,

Though Messrs i'Me‘lzhmm now own:
ma.jonfy O‘f the Wi

David Nutt Mt rilur Huomphreys,
: ; ad.“treet, Oxford, who have k

“their property “Amo!
new features of the edifion may be mentioned
“ The - Duchess of . Padua,” a - blank ‘vers
tragedy in five acts; “ The Fiorentine Tragedy.
& one-act blank verse tragedy performed in If
by the Literary Theatre Club ; while the volt
containing ' De  Profundis”’ has 'been " 3
mented by the passages:which have hithert l ¢
only appeared in the German, with four letters:
written by Wilde from Reading to his liter
executor, with other matter published for th
first hmssmmmmwwm;tm

yubl hed
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1. A. P, Mr. Mark Twain's
white suit is, perhaps, the most effective advertisement
since Wilde appeared in long hair, a velvet coat, knee--
’bxeeches, a loose shirt with a turn-down collar, a floating
‘green tio fastened in a Lavalliére knot, and carrying a
. sunflower. There is no doubt that Wilde masqueraded in
~ order to advertise himself and his wares. His posings were
as premeditated as Mark Twain’s. Now, if you scratch
the poscur you find the charlatan, and it is significant that
in the work 2018s88-8men's University. Librad26: W1lde there

is an element of insincerity.
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* Moderniam and Bommem;u
flaane.) 7s. 6d. net. .

Mr. Scott-Jamee ranges the writers he discusses
under classes which are not mutually exclusive.
We have, for instance, one on the philosophers
{Dr. Maundsley, Haecksl, Sir Oliver ILodge, Mr. .
Blatchford and the late Frederic Myers and J. F. |

Nisbet); one on “The Decadents” (Mr, George!
Moore, Mr. Houneker, and the late Oscar Wilde),
one on the popular an‘chore (Migs Corelli and Mrs.
. Thurston), one on “The Apostles of Protest”

{who are Mr. Jack London, Mr. Upton Sinelair,

and \PB$OR086HEN'S University LibP&Ficy +11 contain

some sound and telling eriticism, although the
. point of view seems now and then sometimes forced.
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Before  The Beloved ‘Vagabond.”

The first performance of the second act of
« Hansel and Gretel,”” which is to precede
«The Beloved Vagabond’ next week at His
Majesty’s, will be given on Tuesday evening.
In this presentation Miss Viola Tree will
play Hansel, Miss Alice Moffat Gretel, and
Miss Jessica Rayne the Sandman and the
Dewman. Following his practise with such
plays as ‘A Woman of No Importance” and
other non-spectacular productions at His
Majesty’s, Mr. Tree has closed the gallerg;
accommodating the gallery public in the
back rows of the upper cirele. On Slaturday

i wever, when so . many playgoers
i’}éﬁé’ﬁmﬁmvmm‘w away disap-
pointed, the:gallery will be thrown open
as usual. \

R




NEW AGE. FeBRUARY 15, 1908

Not to mention that Mr. Tree as Paragot had made
himself up not half young enough. The Paragot-Tree
fantasy was the fantasy of Tree’s Lord Illingworth in
Wilde’s “A-Woman of No Importance,” and that is
out-of-date. It is, indeed, only in the second act that
the real * Bel2ouades-wsmen's Universiy Libriggg” 1 10 the
¢ book emerges, and here Mr. Tree was excellent, despite
his rather heavy touch on delicate Puck-like things.




"ACADEM il
LIFE AND LETTERS

WE are grateful to Mr. A. Rogers for a paper pub-
lished by the Royal Society of Literature in which he '
‘rubs a little of the superfluous gilt off Omar Khayam.
At least, the present commentator is grateful, for he
has never been able to share—or scarcely to tolerate in
silence—the extravagant admiration expressed in Eng-
land for that famous spinner of platitudes. Mr.
Rogers happily supplies great-sounding names among
Omar’s own countrymen, such as the author of the
‘“ Labtthalbab,”’ and Darlatshah, who gave this view
| prophetic corroboration. Whatever such classifications
rare worth, Omar is reckoned in Persia a third-class |
poet. We are not concerned much with Mr. Rogers’s
defence of Omar’s moral attitude to life. We have
never been able to detect any immoral attitude in Fitz-
gerald’s presentment of his works, and a moral
standard is not the one by which to judge them.
However, Mr. Rogers quotes many quatrains from the
cycle of the Rubaiyat, collected under Omar’s name in
Persia, which indicate a more serious attitude than
Fitzgerald’s versions.

We join Mr. Rogers in wondering what the object
of such quatrains as Mr. Le Gallienne’s can be.
Written without any knowledge of Persian, they are
rather emendations of Fitzgerald than new versions
of Omar. Mr. Whinfield’s object is plainer, for he |
possessed some knowledge of Persian which should
have enabled him to correct Fitzgerald’s inaccu-
racies.  Since Omar is appreciated in Persia far
less highly than Fitzgerald in England, Fitzgerald
ought to continue ““to hold the field.”” He seems to
us, in Oscar Wilde’s famous simile, to have stolen from
his neighbour’s garden a pale, scentless plant, which he
endowed in his own garden with pleasant tints and
attractive perfume. ~ He deserves all credit for the
improvement. His work is an example of the true
aim of the translator, into which Mr. Rogers inquires
without very much effect. We wish we could con-
gratulate Mr. Rogers on the new quatrains to which
he introduces us, but as regards their form, it is really
impossible to do so. They were pleasant flowers
which his cultivation has reduced to inferior vege- |

tables. In their case Mr. Le Gallienne jias a suit-
able opportunity for rendering to Omai'the Yervices
¢ which were )zuite superfluous in the case of the quat-s

rains already2048s88aiBomen's|Univeiisitylbbran230 !
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LONDON DAY BY DAY

The Princess of Wales has promised to at-
tend a matinee, in aid of the League of Mercy,
st Ia Scala Theatre, on Feb. 25, when ““ Thy
Importance of Being Earnest,” by Oscay
Wilde, will be acted by many well-khowy
vmabeurs, inchiding the Hom. Mary Thesiger,
Miss Julia Harding, Hon. Stephen Powis, an
Vi Jiss2009kiBens University-2¥rary.re obtainable
rom Miss O. Moseley, 101, Park-street, Park-

aune, W.

RS
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The League of Merey
Under the immediate patronage of H.R.H. the o
Princess of Wales (Lady Grand President), who !
has graciously consented to be present, a theatrical P
entertainment is being promoted by some of the !
. Lady Presidents of the League of Mercy, to be held .
at the Scala Theatre, Charlotte Street, Oxford
Street, W., on the afternoon of Tuesday, Fehruary‘.
25th.  The entertainment will consist of Under the =
Greenwood Tree, a children’s pastoral play in one .
act, by Major Philip Trevor, with music by Mr. ¢
Howard Carr, and acted by Major Trevor’s chil- ¥
dren, and The' Importance oElbei_n Earnest, by 4
Oscar  WilJisser20i9nes:stBniv mﬁﬂ'ﬂ& Thesiger, 'y
the Hon. Stephen Powys, Miss Harman. and M-
Ernest and™ Mr. ‘Arthur Thesiger."
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Tue Leéague of Mercy is to benefit by a matinée
which will be given on Tuesday, Feb. 25, at the
Scala, under the immediate patronage of the grand
presidents, the Prince and Princess of Wales, and

¢ other Royalties. The programme will consist of

The Imp @I?_M brargs Wilde,

0

1 precededg ﬁ%ﬂeﬁr the rreenuoo(} TKGP a pastoral
_ play for children by Major Philip Trevor

. e AR NS
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(e ;;;;tfn_ée, in aid of the funds of the League of
€ Mercy, will be given at the Scala, on Tuesday, at
. two p.m. H.R.H. the Princess of Wales will be
- present. ‘‘The Importance of Being Earnest” and
, “ Under the Greenwood Tree (not an original title,
" by the way), will be presented bylan}ateura. The
> Jatter item. is &, ochildren’ ay by Major
— Philip Tr .%Mﬁ%@:@%r ﬁ?‘éﬂ and will
be performed by youfhful members of the Trever
family. "




:?fmma coﬁsasts of O
‘ance of Being Eamas
'*“%eﬁger at o

. her']sroce&ed by “Unde
tem.l play for child

Cl&('an, Lord Hay of

of the nobility. Tick

theutm price, and the
it of the distr




By Teatittd Cresawell - ngléby., - Loridoris. T,

Werner Laurie, 13, C]lfford s Inn, Fleet Street.
12s 6d.

The author and publisker of this hook appa-
rently agree in thinking that another biography

of Oscar Wilde was necessary. The, first part is |

on The Man,” and ‘Mr. Ingleby’s study is care- |

fully done. He next comsiders him as a play-

wright and producer of romantic dramas. In the -

fourth part he examines Wilde's fairy stories, |
and the remaining parts are on “The Poet,” |

*“ The Fmtmn Writer,” ““The Philosophy of
Beauty,” and ‘‘De Profundis.”” Readers who
want to know more than Mr, R. H. Sherard told

them in his J‘,%mgﬁl ’qmmmm lume
with interest. It 1s attractively produ The
{rontmpxece is from a crayon portrait by S. Wray

e MY ST S

TN .‘;.f‘_l-..




The League of Mercy.

- The Princess of Wales has mven her pa
tronage to the matinee at the Seala on Tues
day”next, in aid of the League of Merey
The fiest part of the programme will consis:
of Major Trevor’s pastoral play for children

“TUnder the Gre e WH om&’l‘ne’”"‘(ﬂuch will be
actad by the yowhger membersof his family,
assisted by Barvoness Clifton, the Hon. C.
Grey, and Lord Hay of Imnfaun\ Th1< will
be toliowed by Osear Wilde’s eomedv *“The
Importance of Being Earnest,” the cast of
which will include the following well-known
famateurs: ‘The Hon, \I'u\ Thesmeﬂ‘. Mra
| Charles Enthoven, s uliet Ha.lglm:‘i,
»’\le El enlierr Pows
A Mrf Exx&sg%xmw@ﬁ%@ aryy vand
Mr. Branwell, and Mz, Noel Adams.”
e 8 ® o
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The Scala Matinee.

At the matinee to be given at the Scala
on Tuesday next in aid of the funds of the
League of Mercy, at whlch the Princess of
Wales will be ?resent ‘The Importance of
Being Earnest™ will be played by a com-
pany including the ' Hon. Stephen Powys,
Mr. Ernest Theslger, Mr. E. Herbert Wyand,
Mr. Noel A -” e % anwell,
the HJISSEN WADEIFDE liet Har-
dinge, Miss Ella Huma.n, a.nd Mrs. Charles |

_Enthoven. |
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A ‘VYorvup of considerable size which
deals with modern - literature is a
'cunomty There is somewhat of an idea
abroad that we can only judge the value
‘of literature by the perspective of
destal;ce. Mr. Scott-James's  Modernism
*and Romance” is aw attempt to pierce’

ﬂ;tongh the literature of our time with
_ﬁ‘vlew ‘to the discovery, if possible, of
:ﬂ!.a main current of thought which runs
‘below it. At once he faces the idea
'whltb will spring to most people’s minds. |
' Is modern litexature worth the cutlmsm?
- Of course he is dealing, for the most |

¥

‘part, with that class of literature which |

8

omes under the heading of “ Romance,
sing the word in its widest sense as
ignifying every contribution of the
nhghtened imagination to the study of
:: Is modern romance
i’dr 2 criticism?  Matthew Arnold, of
i 5, - ‘regarded  criticism as  the
‘f“dlﬂ.nterestvd endeavour to—tearn— and
. “‘ propagate the best that is known and
“‘thought in the world. Mr.  Scotts
ames protests. Not without reason, he
ims ‘that true .criticism must take
ot merely of the best, but of
It must seek the valuation
. “of that which is destined to!
2 Qi for all time, but also the decadent, }
{“the unhedltln the feeble.”” This opens |
~up A wsjje avea for consideration. It
ives Mr. Scott-James an opportunity to
* discuss ‘Miss Corelli and Maeterlinck,
 Oscar mmvﬂoﬂ@ﬂmmdsbrﬁxpfessor
‘Balelgh and Mrs. Katherine Ceeil Thurs-
“ton. This is cqthohc with a vengeance,
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A matinée in aid of the League of Mercy is to be.
given at the Scala Theatre on Tuesday next at two -
o’clock, under the immediate patronage of the Prince
and Princess of Wales, who are respectively Grand .
President and Lady Grand President. The Princess
has notified her intention of being present. The pro-
gramme consists of Osear Wilde’s play, “ The Import-
ance of Being Earnest,” and the cast includes the Hon.
Mary Thesiger, at one time Lady-in-Waiting to the
Princess of Wales, Mr. Ernest Thesiger, Mrs. Charles
Enthoven, and Miss Juliet Hardinge. This piece will
be preceded by “ Under the Green Wood Tree,” a pas- .
toral play for children, by Major Trevor. aThe cast
appears to consist prineipally of the children of the
author, who are assisted by the youthful Baroness
Clifton, Lord Hay of Kinfauns, and other small scions
of the nobility. Tickets are to be sold at the ordinary -

theatre pric o _profit o h_is to go to the
credit of th?ﬂ%ﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ% fversity Libradd 7 501

is a capital arrangement.
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1 amuio cuanivy mannees. 'I'ms time the|
Leagus of Merey is to benefit by a
matinée to be given at the Soala on Tues-
day next, when The Importancé of Being,‘
Barnest will be played by a company of|
aqﬁte'urs. Qscar Wilde's anﬁs&u_éyplay?
wi AB1BMR SRy -Li for
chilvrhgjﬁsgy?qg ?IT}Ep Trevor, entitled Under
the Greenwood Tree.

N
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Tue Scala Theatre was packed to the doors on
the occasion of the matinée on Tuesday in aid of
the League of Mercy, the Princess of Wales,
Lady Grand President of the ILeague, being pre-
sent. Major Philip Trevor’s charming pastoral
play, Under the Greenwood Tree, formed the first
item in the programme, all the principal parts
being played by the author’s children. Subse-
quently Oscar Wilde's comedy, The Importance of
Being Earnest, was acted by the Hon. Stephen

Powys, Mr. Ernest Thesiger, Mr. E. Herbert Wyand, |

the Hon. Mary Thesiger, Miss Juliet Hardings, and

N S Rt DAY A
:;:cmégrominent parts in the working of the
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GUILDHALL SCHOOL OF MUSIC

. The pupilsof the elocution class of this
sehool gave o dramatic performance (the
1,224th) on ‘Tuesday evening, Februa.,
in the preity theatre attached to the
school. The performances of the pupils
were of a meritorious character, and re-.
flected great credit on Miss Kate Rorke,
the popular teacher.  The programme
opened with two secenes from 4 Woman
of No Importance. The inferpretation was '
rather dull and uninteresting, the most
noteworthy feature being a clever por- -
trayal of Mrs. Arbuthnot by Miss Marion'
Roberton. This lady handled the part
skilfully, and was especially good in the
passionate declamatory passages when re- ¢
citing the betrayed woman’s story. Mr,
WilligissehlWomen'22a8@3si§ not |
submitted a performance which showed
much - promise, although deporiment
might be made a special study. Ay
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Sunday Times /5.
Tho Princess of Wales visited the Bshibition of !

‘the Society of Women Arists a fow days ago and | |
'made several purchascs, and seemed pleased with | l
the exhibition. H.R.H. has also promised tobe‘! !
presend at an entertainment which will be given | |
3t the Scals Theatre on the 256h insh in eid of| |
“the League of Mercy. The Hon. Mary Thesiger, L]
i Miss TiarJisser20idnes'siBniversibddibrarys, ond Mr. ; ,

i Frnest Thosiger will fake part in “The Tmport- | |
nce of Being Bamest” Qg gy,



‘Sunday Times %

: 'I‘hePMoaneshnagnenhecM
| to the matinée aé the Scala on Tuesday week, in aid
ldmhagned&{em Theﬁrsbpartpml;ro-

: Y I

| Oscar Wilde's comedy, “The Importance of Bei

L " the cast ofyvﬂhicl’i‘:ﬂlnmhde e follow:
3 amatenrs ol ¥
Hhesiger, Mr. ’11. Hex:bertWyami, Mr. Bmwll,ani
Mr.NoeXAim

L —— il
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£16-18.

: PUBLISHED ’1‘0 DAY
. %Lpaves FROM A LirFg.” London
= Nash 10s. 6d. net.

It is not surprising, consxdermg her
with Shirley Brooks, that we hear much
Jeader of the “ Punch 7’ cirele and of his £
but in a great degree the anecdofes and d
tions of this portion of the volume have
anficipated by the recent life of that ed
and in some degree, if we mistake not,
anthor’s father himself. But it is time 1
‘to the recollections of the more really ‘mr :

le—Dickens, ' Browning, Bret ;
EI)ga,c;‘kemy, Trollope, Oscar Wllde a.nd

=i




xaf Boing Bamest,”  Pob.in.
“Morning Advertiser

s SEODe

At the matinée to be given at the Se&h Theatre o«
morrow, in aid of the funds of the League of Mercy,
~{ which is to be honoured by the presence of the Prin

of Wales, the programme will include * The lmpo;

3 Bemg 3;:1:@99 S b{ho mpany of woll-know

P sias
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of Wales will be - reeent ata|







Iﬁothet gad and errafic genius I knew was |

Dscar Wilde; when he was at Oxford he wrote to
~me about a sonnet I had had in the * World,”
and when I met him in a London drawing-room
he came up and talked fo me in his then most
uffected style; but I soon showed him I neither
cared for symphonies nor neurotics, and when I

~ entioned casually he was casting pearls before

ave a -humoured laugh and

dmwine ... . he
* talked delightfully until retrieved by his mother,

“who was most eccentric to lock .aif, at anyrate,

~and who on that occasion wore no less than three

skirts, one above the other, telli us she was

- afraid if she left them at home her landlady

. would wear them. She showed them to her

e

L

' _Ep_w::l‘ »ga.zing through the gates of Paradise:

hostess one. by one, so I am quite certain I am
correct in my statement. I always think the
mother and son should have been separated, and
each given appropriate medical treatment. I am
sure Oscar Wilde was a brilliant genius, as sure
as I am that be was mad; and that the absurd
adulation he received from men and women alike
turned his head. He was evil even in the Oxford
days, but with the evil of insanity . .. many a
gallant lad owes his damnation o Oscar Wilde;
as for me; I never liked him; he was sensual
looking, and always appeared to me to exhale

. an unhappy and disgusting atmosphere. . .
The fizet 11 ¥ 2

ime I saw him he was fawned on and

feted by all; the last time I saw him was in

France; he was standing in a little wood by a
bicycle, and as I came by his hand went up to
his hat. I did not appear to know him, but I
shall never forget his face; it was that of a lost

dissenMomaSsdmiversagitary
London: Eveleigh Nash,
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ndee Advertiser.
Some books I make a point of reading at
least once a vear. One of these is Dickens’s
(¢ Christmas Carol,”” that beautiful story that
lshows us hov,we ought to think of others
rather than of ourselves. ~ Another book for
‘which 1 have ‘a real affection is ‘‘The
Greatest: Thing in the World,” by Henry
Drummond, which I consider one of the
noblest of eermons and a piece of English
composition perfect in its crystal clearness.
Other books that are friends of mine are
Dickens's “ Dombey and Son,” Thaockeray’s
+** Vanity Fair,”  Hawthorne’s  “ Scarlet
Letter,” Olive Schreiner’s ** Story of -an.Afri-
S gm Farm,” Sir Walter Scott’s * Ivaphoe,”
‘ennyeon’s *‘ In Memoriam,” Hans Andersen’s’
“Fairy Tales,” Rhoda Broughton’s ‘‘Cometh
Ip as a Flower,”” Margaret Deland’s *‘ Jobn
ard, Preacher,” t’]g"WL%m Whit(;im‘dmmdl
iversayl rrofundis,” |
‘and Miss Mitford’s ““Our Village.” = These |
‘are s few, a very few, of my friends |
; *

* * A Rrevi e
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The Royal Soc;ety of P‘amter Ftehgrs andw
| Engravers opens to-morrow its twenty-sixth ex-|
{hibition, which ‘in_general level of exmnence
maintains the good average of its predeees:orsﬂ
'Several of the older members are onrepresented ;
for instance, Sir F. Seymeaur Haden, Mr Frank
Brangwyn, Mr Robert Macheth, Professor Legros.
Among Sir Charles Holroyd's plates are three in
‘his later’ manner, in which he sces and treats
‘woodland scenery in & manner whoily different’
‘from the method of his earlier. work. }
“Stickle Ghyll” the tree trunks and Toots, in
“Dungeon Ghyll ” tree roots and boulders, with
their substantial grip on mother earth, are drawn
with bold, deep lines to suggest essential strength
and tenacity ; whereas Mr K. Goff in hxs studies
of pine trees in ‘‘The Sentinels” and in
the stately avenues around ‘“The Sea Horse
Fountain, Borghese Gardens,” gives a delightful
suggestion of the grace and dignity of those fine
air-bathed trees.

Mr Williamn Holes's Italian skétches *‘ In the
Roman Forum” and M. St Mark’s Venice”
show careful ey athetic observation adequately
rendered. iss 8. Cranfo*ds drawings of
“ The Tower ot London,” the most successful in
effective treatment of hght and shade on 'old
walls, is in that of *“The Cradle Tower.” For
strong direct work and effective economy of
labour Mr Sydney Lee's fine **Ypries Tower,
Rye,” is an attractive plate ; while the most
prominent effort to suggest colour and tone
m etching is in the work of Mr Alfred
FEast, especially in his *“ Evening,” where some fine
trees design themselves darkly against a luminous
after-sunset sky, though the reason of the arched-
shaped streaks is not quite obvious.  Mr George
Gascoyne's admirable dra.wmg of horses is well
demounstrated by the *‘Morning Gallops,” in
which a finely-bred horse is ridden at full gallop
by a nude horseman, so that the straining muscles
of horse and man are in harmonious action.

“. mong the artists whose work is approached with
the painter's vision rather than that of the
draughtsman = are: — Mr Malcolm Osborn

(“The Castle Under the Hill”), Mr
Hugh Paton (* Voorstraatshaven”), Miss M.
Kemp Welch (Secuir-na-Gillean ”). Of five |

architectura! etehings wrought in direct and ]
effective line may be noted thoscof a picturesque
old street in Troyes, by M. Gustave Leheutre;/
‘* Langston Mlll,” by Mr Frank Short; ‘“‘The
‘Martello Tower,” by Mr Charlton ; “Ru.msga.te
Harbdur,“ by Mr ercy Thomas; and an in-

teresting drawing of Crosby Hall by Mr Menpes.

By the last-named artist is a portrait in full face
of Mr R. T. Campbell, remarkable for the expres.

sion of concentration in the ézs, snd Herr
Hermann, Struck has sent from Berlin two por-
traits which show how well he knows how to
adapt the quality of his line to suggest the tem-
perament of his sitter; one of Oscar Wilde is’
drawn with ﬁne su ple hmes ; while that of the’
powerful head ore Herzl 1s worked with
strong dark stmkes Miss Anna Atry 15 to be'

3%“55‘5% ol i G

blossoms.




« THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING
EARNEST.”
A Trivial Comedy for Seriow. People.
By OscAr WILDE.

John Worthing, M.P. ...... Hon. STEPHEN PowWYs.
Algernon Monecrieff......... AMr. ERNEST THESIGER.
Rev. CanonChasuble, D.D. AMr. E. HERBERT WYAND.

Merriman (Butler) .«....... Mr. Norr ADAMS.

Tane (Manservant) ........ Mr. AUCELAND BRANWELL.
Lady Bracknell Hon. MARY THESIGER.
Hon. Gwendolen Fa/ .. Miss JULIET HARDINGE.
Cecily Cardew ............... Miss ELca HARMAN.

Miss Prism (Governess)... Mrs, CHARLES ENTHOVEN.

Yesterday afternoon the Secala was crowded f¢
2 performance given in aid of the League
Mercy. The Princess of Wales (Lady Gran
President) occupied a box. The entertainmer
began with a performance of ‘¢ Under tk
Greenwood Tree,”’ the pastoral play produced ¢
the Secala on a similar occasion more than a ye:
ago. It is not necessary again to tell its simp!
story, and, indeed, narrative interest is mnot tk
piece’s strong point. What delighted before an
delighted again yesterday afternoon were th
children. The Scala stageégarge as it 1s, wz
none too big for the scoref of happy childre
that danced and sang and fell from one beaut
into another as only children can. The princip:
parts were taken by the same boys and girls ¢
before. Master C. P. Trevor, the Robin Hoot
who is getting a big boy now, sang extremel
well. All were charming. At the end, whe
there were calls, one or two of the small¢
children, having bowed, could not find their wa
back between the curtains, and reminded one «
children hiding their faces in their motber
skirts. Afterwards the children, still in the
bright and picturesque costumes, sat about tk
house in twos and threes, and made what the
conld of ¢ The Importance of Being Earnest.
Both stage and auditorium were many sizes tc
large for the play, yet it went well thanks to 2
excellent all-round performance. The programn
cover had been designed by Mr. Ernest Thesige
one of our best amateur actors, arid admirab
yvesterday as oneri Miss Vickers
Band, uﬁﬁ%@%ﬁm&@ﬁ 3y Mr. W.'

Ward, contributed some delightful music.




Times, Ft:26.1900.

'ﬂw Prmeess of Wales attended a matnm
ach was held yesterday at the Scala Theatrein aid of ‘
League of Mercy, of which her Royal Highnessis
dy Grand President. Thers was a very large audienco
| and among those present were the Duchess of Somomet
| the Maxchioness of Sligo, Dera Couatess of Chestexficld,
Gomtess Grosvenor, Lady Decies, Lady O'Hagan, Lady
. | Garvagh, Lady Llangattock, the Cowntess of Cassillis,
| Ledy Brassey, Lady Borthwick, the Countess omed.ford,
Lady Thomas, Lady Dimsdale, Lady Constanco Gore, the
‘Hon, Blizaboth Powys, the Hon. Mary O’Hagan, the
Eleanor Pakington, the Hon. Kiaine Jenkins, the
Mors. DeBemmmnt»klem, Miss Bacon, Mrs. Mateo

, Mis, Carl Hentschel, Mrs. Lumley Holhnd, Mus.
e {Jamt..‘mn Smith, Miss Leila Bennett, Miss Barrington

P bt o B il
mats rzt‘xf mw?.iﬁ"&&;;&ﬂf I{;ul:-f g:
Phﬂ:m Trevor, with music by nffm &rr y' or
Waﬂr&ﬁfs Bei Larnat, in m& the Hon. Mary

Mas,
Powya, Mr. Hrnest
Auklmd anmn
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CHARITY AT THE SCALA.

et 4ana8

Laiiainions.

| The Princess of Wales was present at a matinée

performance of *“ The Importance of BcinL, Earnest™

at the Scala Theatre yesterday inm -aid of the

Lcague’J miﬁ brary by woll-

known society amateurs, who ga i

ing of the famous comedy. ;
T

i RS




Daily Telegraph,
" THE LEAGUE OF MERCY.

A special matinée, organised on behalf of th funds
of the League of Mercy, was given vesterday at the
Scala. The responsa to the appeal made in aid of |
that deserving charity was of che most gratifying
charaecter, the theatze being absclutely packed from
fioor to ceiling. The Princess of Wales, Lady Grand
President of the league, watshed the proceedings
from the Royal box, while stalls and dress circle were
‘occupied by an unusually distinguished audience.

Later, came 8 revival of Osear Wilde’s
comedy, “The Importance of Being Earnest,” in
which the Hon. Stephen Powys as John Worthing,
Mr. Ernest Thesiger as Algernon Mongcrieff, Mr. E.
Herbert Wyand as the Rev. Canon Chasuble, the
Hon. Mary Thesiger as Lady Bracknell, Miss Juliet
Hardings at the Hon. Gwendolen Fairfax, and Mis¢
Ella HaJissen20aSed8s Liiversai§bLibrary i carning

for themselves no small measure of credit.




‘Morning Fost ¥rise

* Modernism and Romance, By R. A, Scott-James,
\John Lane. 7s. 6d, net.

Mr. Scott-James’s book is made up of slx
related but not connected chapters on ** What
Romance 2 'JissB018e0%r18, Universitya5Brary
Decadents "’ (such as Wilde
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oo The Scala Theatre was the scene o




DAILY TELEGRAPH
With the landable idea of introducing the works of|
dramatists which are seldom presented on the English
H‘nh stage, there was produced last evening, under the
auspices of the New Stage Club, a couple of one-act
comedies entitled “The Farewell Supper” and
z L4 Literature.” It is about three years since this
orgapisation, which is supported by amateurs and
L ) %bnhlgé is art, gave its first
performance of ™ ’mﬁr,“ by Mr. 4
Bernard Shaw, and Oscar Wilde's “ Salom :




" ‘Stﬁl"., B ek 80907

{ THE SHADOWY THIRD. :

The late Mr. Oscar Wilde told me that he
once asked Ouida what she herself’ con-
sidered the especially strong point. in her
lown work and the chief secret of its sue-
cees, The lady’s answer may have been af
xjoke, but it had much conviction and some

nz in it:—"“I1 am the only“living Eng-{

s “how.

D Hissen Woinene: m
i selve: A Fmrtmghtly Review.”




‘Observer MM#*

The Scala Theatre was the scene of a yery
interesting matinée and some well-known ama:
teurs gave a performance of “The Importance
of Reing Earnest.”” The Princess of Wales was
present in the Royal box, and with her came
Lady Mary Forbes Trefusis and Mr. Alec Hood. |
The whole entertainment was got up for the |
League of Mercy, and amongst those to be scen |5

! in stalls and boxes were the Duchess of Somer- #g
i sat, Lady Cassilis, Lord O'Hagan with his -
mother Lady O’Hagan, Baron and Baroness de
. Meyer, Lady Decies, Lady Llangattock and
others interested in the charity. At the oconclu-
sion of Jissen-WoRG9s03rilR8SIty: Library:t W ale
. took tea with a number of the committee,
of mortey was raised by the .
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Daily News Fré.

¢ Culture is hgli way ro heaven,”’
—Guonax MEREDITH.

Please writs af once to Messys. METHUEN

for their List of New Books. It is wel:

tlustrated and very interssting.” ~Seid also
Jor their Listof New Norels.

THE WORKS OF OSCAR WILDE.
Messrs. METHUEN have much ‘pleasure in
announcing that they commence, on February
13, the publication, in Twelre Volumes, of a
Uniform Edition of the Works of Osear Wilde.
The books are reprinted from the latest editions
issued under the superintendenee of the Author,
and in many cases they contain his last cor-
rections. They are published by autho ity of
his Literary Executor. THE DUCHESS OF
PADUA is a New Play, and the other Bcoks
have been out of print for some years, and are
now practically unobtainable.

The Edition is limited to. 1,000 Copies for
Great Britain snd America, and is printed on
haund-raade paper, demy Bvo. The price of each
volume is 12s. 6d. net. There is also an Fd:tion,
limited to 80 Copies, for Great Britain and

- America, on Japanese vellum, 4%s. pet ea-h
Volume. * Tha whole Editioa will be soon s5ld.

THE FIRST SIX VOLUMES ARE:
THE DUCHESS OF PADUA.

A long play hitherto unpublished.

SALOME, AND OTHER PLAYS.

- This volume includes & lately discovered play,
- A Florentine Tragedy,” and “Vera,” an early
work. . *Salome " is in the original French,

- LADY WINDERMERE'S FAN.
A WOMAN OF KO IMPORTANCE.
AN Jiddsilonkbis:Gewessity Library

THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING
BARNEST.




"(hlhu is balf way to heavan ”—George Mered:th.

Please write at once to Messrs. METHUEN for thelr LIST of
NEW BOOKS, 1t is well illustrated and very interesting. Send
aho for their LIST of NEW hOVELS

WOREKS OF OSCAR WILDE. Messrs.
METHUEN have much pleasure in announcing that
they commence, on Feb. 13, the publication, in 12
Volumes, of a uniform edition of the works of OSCAR
WILDE. The books are reprinted from the latest
editions issued under the superintendence of the anthor,

and in many cases they contain his last corrections. |

They are pubhshed b the authority of his lterary
ecutor. THE D ESS OF PADUA is a new Play, |
and the other books have been out of print for some

d are now racmcally unobtainable.
'l‘boed}z;ou‘is limited t 1? 0 copies for Gxeat “Britain and

America, and is printed on ha.nd ‘made paper, demy 8vo, Ths
ceof each yolume is 12s. 6d. net. There is also an edition,
?mited 1o BO copies for Great Britain and America. on Japanese
ellum, 42s. net each volume. The whole Edition will be soon

sold
2 The First Six Volumes are:
E DUCHESS OF PADUA.
Alon Plav hitheno unpublished,
SALOME, AN AYS.
Floz g?lnme mcludes a Tatel discovered play, "i:
entine % wor
Salonélsﬁgwmy Sreity TBvar
LADY WI\"DER\IFRF'S
A WOMAN OF NO IMPORTAI\CE
AN I DEAL HF BAND

. THE IMPORTANCE O] OF BEING EARNTEST.

Pobly,



“mmmme Jove of bagiis 4. bhe Saiic tmmgutnnbud
wisdom.” —Richard de Bury.
LEASE WRITE at once to Messrs. METHUEN
- for thatr lm of New Books. If is well ﬂmst.mted and very
%ﬁ r their hst of New Novels, edifiona
of EGERTON TLE'S ¥ LOWER O THE
emmcm are already exhausted, an a third is in the Tess
haw amwgmm Nﬂv Novei entitled THE B.
A HAM.
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they-have the pub xcaucm. ’m 12 Vo)umas.of

g uniform edi c/noft.bew of OSCAR WILDE. Thn

P O books ave reprinted from the latest editions msuedtmdeu
Kozl the superintendence of the author, and {n many cases

they contain his last corrections. They are P

‘ the authority of his prospectug
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