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Tye Maily Chronicle.

TELECRAMS,

“MUNIARC, LONDON” WHITEFRIARS STREET,
TELEPHONES,
NATIONAL: 2440 HOLBORN. LONDON, E.C.
POST OFFICE: 6914 CENTRAL.
Feh 24 15
A 19

Stuart Mason Esq.,
6 Molvneux House, W.

Dear Sir,

In renly to your letter of the 19th instant, Mr. A.E.
Fletcher was aditor of the "Daily Chronicle" in 1890 when Oscar
Wilde wrote the letter on"Dorian Gray"; Mr. Whelan Boyle died

the year previously. Mr. H.W. Massingham was editor in 1897-1898

A

wn

when Wilde's two letters on prison reform wera published.

Mr. Baward Llovd bought the "Clerkenwell News" in 1876
when the paper ceased fto be sold as the "Clerkenwell News" and was
thereafter known as the "Daily Chronicle". The Prcprietors of the

*Daily Chroniclse” still retain the copyright in the title

"Clerkenwell News".

Yours truly,

THE SUPPRESSED PORTION

OF

“DE PROFUNDIS™

By OSCAR WILDE

NOW FOR THE FIRST TIME PUBLISHED
BY HIS LITERARY EXECUTOR
ROBERT ROSS

PAUL R. REYNOLDS
NEw YORK
1913.
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1897
MAY 28,1998

THE DAILY CI

THE CASE OF WARDER
MARTIN.

SOME CRUELTIES OF PRISON
LIFE.

THE EDITOR OF THE DAILY CHRONICLE.
S1r—I learn with great regret, through the
columns of . your paper, that the warder
Martin, of Reading Prison, hes been dismissed
by the Prison Commissioners for having given
some sweet biscuits to a listle hungry child.
1 saw the three children myself on the Mon-
day preceding my release. They had just
been convicted, and were standing in a row in
the central hall in their prison dress. carrying
their sheets under the arms previous to their
being sent to the eells allotied to them. I
happened to be passing along one of the
galleries on my way to the reception room,
where 1 was to bave an interview with a
friend. They were quite small children, the
youngest—the one to whom the warder gave
the biseuits—being a tiny little chap, for whom
they had evidently been unable to find clothes
small enongh to fit. I had, of course,
sben many children in prison during the
two years during which I was myself confined.
Wandsworth Prison, especially, contained.

.

MARCH 24,1898

DONT READ THIS

IF YOU WANT TO BE HAPPY
TO-DAY,

THE EDITOR OF THE DAILY CHRONICLE.

§m,—I understand that the Home Secretary’s
Prison Reform Bill is to be read this week for the
first or second time, and as your journal has been
the one paper in England that has taken a real and
vital interest in this important question, I hope
that you will allow me, as one who has had long
pex'-sonal experience of life in an Knglish gaol, to
point out what reforms in our present stupid and
barbarous system are urgently necessary.
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1 saw the three children myself on the Mon-
day preceding my- release. They had just
been convicted, and were standing in a row in
the central hall in their prison dress. carrying
{heir sheets under the arms previous to their
being sent to the eells allotted to them. I
happened to be passing along one of the
galleries on my way to the reception room,
where 1 was to bave an interview with a
friend. They were quite small children, the
youngest—the one to whom the warder gave
the biseuits—being a tiny little chap, for whom
they had evidently been unable to find clothes
small enongh to fit. I had, of course,
sben many children in prison during the
two years during which I was myself confined.
Wandsworth Prison, especially, contained

R,

Jissen Women's University Library

MARCH 24,1898

DONT READ THIS

IF YOU WANT TO BE HAPPY
TO-DAY.

THE EDITOR OF THE DAILY CHRONICLE.

Sm,—I understand that the Home Secretary’s
Prison Reform Bill is to be read this week for the
first or second time, and as your journal has been
the one paper in England that has taken a real and
vital interest in this important question, I hope
that you will allow me, as one who has had long
pel.'soml experience of life in an lnglish gaol, to
point out what reforms in our present stupid and
barbarous system are urgently necessary.
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The complaint of the warder Martin,
which we printed a few days ago, and which
the Home Secretary denied in the wusual
official form, has produced a startling essay
on prison life which is addressed to
us to-day by Mr. Oscar Wilde. It is a |
poignant and a thrilling indictment of a |
system which has mnot a friend among
‘| intelligent men. These accounts, of which
‘| the world can have little confirmation, but
| which are confirmed by all we have published |
- || concerning the prison system, can hardly |
- | fail to recall the public mind to the effort |
| which we ourselves made to throw light on
|| the dark places, and to the proposals for
reform, inadequate as they arve, of Mr. Her-
bert Gladstone’s Committee. Sir Matthew
White Ridley has a Bill on hand of which we
shall have something to say presently. ‘

But meanwhile, we desire to direet atten-
| tion especially to two aspects of this tragedy
|| that goes on its dull round in the midst of
all our cities : the prison lunatic or semi-
lnnatie, and the prison child. It is a might- ||
mare to think of little children in such a ||
- | hell ; and we look to the Home Secretary to
| provide at once some less fiendish method
- | of amending or punishing the urchins |/
who are condemned generally for offences
not their own. As for the horrid tale of
prison lunacy, our readers know what we
‘| have said of that long since. The lovers of
| official darkness may go on denying it, and
|| for that purpose they may, as they do, keep
|| idiots like that one of whom Mr. Oscar
Wilde draws a ghastly picture in daily
companionship with other prisoners. Bus |
this also is an infamy, and they will, we |
| hope, take the opportumity which was denied
their predecessors of thoroughly initiating
‘| the work of humanising our prisons. |
Up to the present mnothing has|
been done, and the system is worse
than it ever was, for the simple reason '
that reformers have been cruelly and
- | unserupulously victimised, and that some
{ most . dangerous asppointments have been
| made. We shall open up this subject .aghaa'n i
‘|at some future time, and we M en

| bave o yissen goteegsBverst Library
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MAY 28, 1897.

THE CASE OF WARDER
MARTIN.

SOME CRUELTIES OF PRISON

LIFE. 4

THE EDITOR OF THE DAILY CHRONICLE.

81r.—I learn with great regret, through the
columns of your paper, that the warder
Martin, of Reading Prison, has been dismissed
by the Prison Commissioners for having given
some sweet biscuits to a little hungry child.
I saw the threé children myself on the Mon-
day preceding my release. They had ]ust'
been convicted, and were standing in a row in |
the central hall in their prison dress, carrying
their sheets under the arms previous to their
being sent to the cells allotted to them. I
happened to be passing along one of the
galleries on my way to the reception room,
where I was to have an interview with a
friend. They were quite small children, the
youngest—the one to whom the warder gave
the biscuits—being a tiny little chap, for whom
they had evidently been unable to find clothes
small enough to fit. I had, of course,
seen many children in prison during the
two years during which I was myself confined.
Wandsworth = Prison, especially, contained | ‘
always alarge number of children. But the |
little child I saw on the afternoon of Monday, ‘
the 17th, at Reading, was tinier than any one |
of them. I need not say how utterly dis- |
tressed I was to see these children at Reading,
for I knéw the treatment in store for them.
The cruelty that is practised by day and |
night on children in English prisons is in-
credible, except to those that have witnessed
it and are aware of the brutality of the
system.

People nowadays do not understand what
cruelty i1s. They regarditasa sort of terrible
mediseval passion, and connect it with the
race of men like Eccelin da Romano, and
ovhers, to whom the- deliberate infliction of
pain gave a real madness of pleasure. But
men of the stamp of Eccelin are merely
abnormal types of perverted individualism.
Ordinary cruelty is simply stupidity. It is
the entire want of imagination. It is the
| result in our days of stereotyped systems, of
- hard-and-fast rules, and of stupidity. Wher-
ever there is contralisation there is stupidity.
‘1 What is inhuman in modern life is officialism.
Authority is as destructive to those who
exercise it as it is to those on whom it is
exercised. It is the Prison Board, and the
system that it carries out, that is the primary
source of the cruelty that is exercised on a
child in prison. The people who uphold the |
' system have excellent intentions. Those - ‘ho |
' carry it out are humane in intention also.
- Responsibility is shifted .the dzsexpip
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The present treatment of children is ter-
rible, primarily from people not understand-
ing the peculiar psychology of a child’s nature.
A child can understand a punishment in-
flicted by an individual, such as a parent or
guardian, and bear it with a certain amount
of acquiescence. What it cannot understand
is a punishment inflicted by society. It can-
not realise what society is. With grown people
it is, of course, the reverse. Those of us who

| are either in prison or have been sent there,

can understand, and do understand, what that
collective force called society means, and
whatever we may think of its methods or
claims, we can force -ourselves to accept it.
Punishment inflicted on us by an individual,
on the other hand, is a thing that no grown
person endures or is expected to endure.

The child consequently, being taken away
from its parents by people whom it has never
seen, and of whom it knows nothing, and find-
ing itself in ‘a lomely and unfamiliar cell, |
waited on by strange faces, and ordered
about and punished by therepresentatives of a
system that it cannot understand, becomes an -
immediate prey to the first and most pro-
minent emotion produced by modern prison

| life—the emotion of terror. The terror of a

‘once in Reading, as I was going out to exer- i

child in prison is quite limitless, I remember ,

cise, seeing in the dimly-lit cell right opposite
my own a small boy. Two warders—not un-
kndly men—were talking to him, with some
stornness apparently, or perhaps giving him |
some useful advice about his conduct, One was
in the cell with him, the other was standing out-
side. The child's face was like a white wedge
of sheer terror. There was in his eyes the
terror of a bhunted animal. - The next morn-
ing I heard him at breakfast time erying, and
calling to be let out. His ery was for his
parents. From time to time I could hear the
deep voice of the warder on duty telling him |

| to keep quiet. Yet he was not even convicted |
| of whatever little offence. he had been charged

with, He was simply on remand. That I

knew by his wearing his own clothes, which

seemed neat enough. He was, however, wear- .

* ing prison socks and shoes. This showed that

|

|
i
|
)

he was a very poor boy, whose own shoes, if
he had any, were in a bad state. Justices and
magistrates, an entirely ignorant class as a '
rule, often remand children for a week, and |
then perhaps remit whatever sentence theyi
are entitled to pass. They call this * not |
sending a child to prison.” It is, of course, a
stupid view on their part. To a little
child, whether he is in prison on re-
mand or after conviction is not a subtlety of
gocial position he can comprehend. To him
the korrible thing is to be there at all. Inthe
eyes o JissenaBegdssniversityal ibrary ! thing

for him to be thereatall.
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This terror that seizes and dominates the
child, as it seizes the grown man also, is of
course intensified beyond power of expression
by the solitary cellular system of our prisons.
Every child is confined to its cell for twenty-
three hours out of the twenty-four. This is |
the appalling thing. To shut up a childina !

| dimly-lit cell, for twenty-three hours out of |
the twenty-four, is an example of the cruelty |
lof stupidity. If an individual, parent or !
| guardian, did this to a child, he would be
| severely punished. The Society for the Pre- |
vention of Cruelty to Children would take the
matter up at once. There would be on all
hands the utmost detestation of whomsoever |
' had been guilty of such cruelty. A heavy
sentence would, undoubtedly, follow convie- !
tion. But our own actual society does worse |
itself, and to the child to be so treated by a |
strange abstract force, of whose claims it has i
no cognisance, is much worse than it would be |
to receive the same treatment from its father |
or mother, or someone it knew. The inhuman |
| treatment of a child is always inhuman, by
whomsoever it is inflicted. But inhuman |
treatment by Soeiety is to the child the more ‘
terrible because there is no appeal. = A parent |
| or guardian can be moved, and let out a child |
from the dark lonely room in which it is con- |
fined. Buta warder tannot. Most warders |
are very fond of children. But the gystem |
prohibits them from rendering the child any |
assistance. Should they do so, as Warder

| Martin did, they are dismissed.

The second thing from which a child suffers
in prison is hunger. The food that is given
to it consists of a piece of usually badly-baked
prison bread and a tin of water for breakfast |
| at half-past seven. At twelve o'clock it

~ gets dinner, composed of a tin of coarse Indian

meal stirabout, and at half-past five it gets a
piece of dry bread and a tin of water for its
supper. This diet in the cese of a strong
| grown man is always productive of illness of
| some kind, chiefly of course diarrhcea, with
its attendant weakness. In fact in a big
pricon astringent medicines are served out
regularly by the warders as a matter of course, .
In the case of a child, the child is, as a rule,
ineapable of eating the food at all. Anyone
who knows anything about children knows
how easily a child’s digestion is upset by afit
of crying, or trouble and mental distress of
any kind. A ‘child who has been crying all
day long, and perhaps half the night, in a
lonely dimly-lit cell, and is preyed upon by
| terror, simply cannot eat food of this
coarse, horrible kind. In the case of thelittle t £
child to whom Warder Martin gave the!

| biscuits, the child was erying with hunger on |
| Tuesday morning, and utterly unable to eat
{the bread and water served to it for
its breakfast. Martin went out after

the  byRgenidradistio/isly LB 0
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! bought the few sweet biscuits for the child ]

rather than see it starving. It was a beautiful

action on his part, and was so recognised by

the child, whoyutterly unconscious of the re-

| gulation of the Prison Board, told one of the
genior warders how kind this junior warder

| had been to him. The result was, of course, a
report and a dismissal.

I know Martin extremely well, and I was
under his charge for the last seven weeks, of
my imprisonment. On his appointment at
Reading he had charge of Gallery C, in which

! I was confined, so I saw him constantly. I
| was struck by the singular kindness and
| humanity of the way in which he spoke to
- | me and to the other prisoners. Kind words
are much in prison, and a pleasant “Good
morning ” or “Good evening” will make one
as happy as one can be in a prisén. He was
1 always gentle and considerate. I happen to
know another ease in which he showed great
kindness to one of the prisoners,and I have
no hesitation in mentioning it. One of the
most horrible things in prison is the badness |
of the sanitary arrangements, No prisoner is
allowed under any circumstances to leave his
cell affer half-past five p.m. If, consequently,he
is suffering from diarrhoea, he has to use his
cell as a latrine, and pass the night in a most
| fetid and unwholesdme atmosphere. Some
| days before my release Martin was going
i the rounds at half-past seven with one of
~ the senior warders for the  purpose of
collecting the oakum and tools of the
prisoners. A man just convicted, and suffering
from violent diarrheea in consequence of the
food, as is always the case, asked the senior
warder to allow him to empty vhe sléps in his
cell on account of the horrible odour of the
cell and the possibility of illuess again in the
night. The senior warder refused absolutely ;
it was against the rules. 'T'he man had to
pass the night -in this dreadful condition.
Martin, however, rather than see this wretched
man in such a loathsome predicament, said he
would empty the mmm"g.fd,ops Hniself, and did
so. A warder emptying a prisoner’s slops is,
| of course, against the rules, but Martin did
this act of kindness to the man out of the
' simple humanity of his naturé, and the man
was naturally most grateful, f
As regards the children, a great deal has
been talked and written lately about the con- |
taminating influence of prison on young chil-
dren. What is said is quite true. A child is
utterly contaminated by prison life. But the
contaminating influence i§ not that of the
prisoners. It is that of the whole prison
system—of the governor, the chaplain, the
warders, the lonely cell, the isolation, the re-
volting food, the rules of the Prison Commis-

sioners, 5GiRl i g termed,
of the liﬁ?s%m@mﬁ%@glate a

| child from the sight even of all priSoners over |
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 sixteen years of age. Children sit behind
a  curtain in chapel, and are sent to
| take exercise in small sunless yards—
| sometimes a stone-yard, sonmetimes a yard at the
 back of the mills—rather thamthatthey should
see the elder prisoners at exercise. But the I
only really humanising influence im prison is |
the influenee of the prisoners. Their cheer-
fulness under terrible circumstances, their
sympathy for each other, their humility, their
gentleness, their pleasant smiles. of greeting
when they meet each other, their complete
acquiescence in their punishments,areall quite
wonderful, and I myself learnt many sound
lessons from them. I am not propesing that
the children should not sit behind & curtain in
chapel, or that they should take exercise in a
corner of the common yard, I am merely
pointing out that the bad influenece on children
is not, and could never be, that of the pri-
soners, but is, and will always remain, that of
the prison system itself. There is not a single
man in Reading Gaol that would not gladly
have done the three children's punishment
ment for them. When I saw them last it was
on the Tuesday following their conviction. I
was taking exercise at half-past eleven with
about twelve other men, as the three children
passed near us, in charge of a warder, from
the damp, dreary stone-yard in which they
had been at their exepcise. I saw thegreatest
pity and sympathy in the eyesof my com-
Paions ds-thoy s kST a&g.th&vs Rrisouprs .
are, as a class, extremely kind and sympathetic
to each other. Suffering and the community
of suffering makes people kind, and day after
day as I tramped the yard I used to feel with
pleasure and comfort what Carlyle calls some-
where *“ the silent rhythfnic charm of human
companionship.” In this, as in all other
things, philanthropists and people of that

¥

| kind are‘astray, It is not the prisoners who
' need reformation. It is the prisons,

Of course no child under fourteen years of
age should be sent to prison at all. Itis an
absurdity, and, like many absurdities, of abso-
lutely tracic results; If, however, they are to !
be sent to prison, during’ the daytime they
should be in a workshop oy schoolroom with a
warder. At mnight they should sleep in a
dormitory, with a night-warder to look after
them. They should beaﬂov‘ed exercise for |
at least three hours i da f The dark, badly-
ventilated, ill-smelling p=sons cells ‘are dread-
ful fora child, dreadful xq'?.eed foranyone. One
is always bres.tbmg bad air in prison. The
food given to ehildren sheuld consist of tea and
bread-and-butter and stap. Prison soup is
very good and wholesofiie. A resolution of
the House of Commong gnuld settle the treat-
ment of children in haif#®s hour. I hope you
will use your mﬂue ce P’ Have this done. The

igeraRy Library<out 10

@manity and common-

! genge. It W&tnpx{du 3
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| Yot mo draw! attention now to another |
: terrible thing that goes on in English prisons,
| indeed in prisons all over the world where the |
| the system of silence and gelular confinement
| is practised. Treferto ile large number of
! men who become insang or weak-minded in |
prison. In conviet prisons this is, of ¢ourse,
quite common ; but in ordinary gaols also,
such as that I was confined in, it is to be found.

About three months ¢ I noticed amongst
the prisoners who teck exerdise with mea;
young man who seemé€gto me tobe silly or
half-witted. Every pri®n; of course, has its
half-witted clients, who'isturn again and again,
and may be said to iiv. in the prison. But
this young man struckue as being more than
usnally half-witted on account of his silly
grin and idiotic laught“% to himself, and the
peculiar restlessness of lis eteryaliy twitching
| hands.’ He was moticed by all the other pri- |
soners on account of the strangeness of bis?
conduct. From timeto time he €id not appear
at exercise. which showed me that he was
being punished by confinement to his cell. |
Finally, I discovered that he was under obser-|
vation, and being watehed night and day by |
warders, When he did appear at exercise he
always seemred hystericnl, and used to walk
round erying or laughing. At chapel he had
to it right under 8 observation of two
warders, who careful’y watched him all the
time.  Sometimes I £0suld bury his head in
Lis hands, an offence zii}ﬁr;st the chapel regula-
tions, and his head whuld be immediately
gtruck up by a warder'se that he should keep
his eyes fixed permanently inthe direction of
the Communion-table. Sometimes he would
ery-——not making any disturbance—but with
tears streaming down his face and a hysterical
throbbing in the throat. Sometimes he would
grin idiot-like to himself and make faces.
He was on more than one occasion sent out of
chapel to his cell, and of course he was oon-
tinually punished. Asthe bench on which I |
used to sit in chapel was directly behind the |
bench at the end of which this unfortunate|
man was plaged I had full opportanity of ob- l
serving him. I also saw him, of course, at
exercise continually, and I saw that he was
becoming insane, and was being treated as
if he was shamming. ;

On Saturday weck last T was in my cell at]
about one o'clock oceupied in cleaning and |
polishing the tins I had been using for
dinner. Suddenly I was startled by the|
prison silence being broken by the most hor- |
rible and revolting shrieks, or rather howls, |
for at first I thought some animal Iike a bull |
or a cow was being unskilfully slaughtered
outside the prison walls. I soon realised,
however, that the howls proceeded from the |
basement of the prison, and I knew that some
wretched man was being flogged. I need not |
say how hideous and terrible it was for me, '
and I began to wonder who it was who was
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Yot me draw! attention now to another |
terrible thing that goes on in English prisons, |
indeed in prisons all over tlie world where the |
the system of silence and celiular confinement
is practised. Treferto the large number of
men who become insand or weak-minded in
prison. In convict prisons this is, of ¢ourse,
quite common ; but in ordinary gaocls also,
. such as that I was confined in, it is to be found.

About three months ¢ I noticed amongst
the prisoners who tecl exerdize with mea
young man who seemdéfgto me tobe silly or
half-witted. Every pri¥in; of course, has its
half-witted clients, whotsturn again and again,
and may be said to v in the prison. But
this young man struck:ue as being more than
usually half-witted on_ account of his silly
grin and idiotic langhe® to himself, and the
peculiar restlessness of Lis eteryaliy twitching
hands.. He was noticod by all the other pri-
soners on account of the strangeness of his !
eonduct. From timeto time hedid not appear |
at excrcise, which showed me that he was
being punished by confinement to his cell. |
Finally, I discovered tha: he was under obser-
vation, and being watched night and day by
warders. When he did appear at exercise he
always seemed hysterical, and used to walk
round crying or laughing. At chapel he had
to sib wight under #i, observation of two
' warders, who careful’; watched him all the
time. ~ Bometimes } £<ould bury his head in
Lis hands, an offence agfinst the chapel regula-
tions, and his head whuld be immediately
struck up by a warderse that he should keep
his eyes fixed permanently inthe direction of
the Communion-table. Sometimes he would
cry—not making any disturbance—but with
tears strecaming down his face and a hysterical
throbbing in the throat. Soretimes he would |
grin idiot-like to himself and make faces.
He was on more than one occasion sent out of
chapel to his cell, and of course he was von-
tinually punished. Asthe bench on which I
used to sit in chapel was directly behind the
bench at the end of which thig unfortunate
man was plaged I had full opportunity of ob-
gerving him. I also saw him, of course, at
exercise continually, aud I saw that he was
becoming insane, and was being treated as
if he was shamming,

On Saturday weck last T was in my cell at
about one o'clock oceupied in cleaning and
polishing the tins I had been using for
dinner. Suddenly I was startled by the
prison silence being broken by the most hor-
rible and revolting shrieks, or rather howls,
for at first I thought seme animal Iike a bull |
or a cow was being unskilfully slaughtered
outside the prison walls. I soon realised,
however, that the howls proceeded from the ‘
basement of the prison, and I knew that some
wretched man was being flogged. I need not |
say how hideous and terrible it was for me, '
and 1 Jissen WeienB3dhBrerdy:Libraryw o was
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| being punished in this revolting menner. |
Suddenly it dawned upon me that they might
be flogging this unfortunate lunatic. My feel-
ings on the subject nced not be chronicled ;
they have nothing to do with the question.

. The next day, Sunday 16th, I saw the poor
fellow at exercise, his weak, ugly, wretched

| face bloated by tears and hysteria almost

beyond recognition. He walked in the centre
ring along with the old men, the beggars, and
the lame people, so that T was able to observe
him the whole time. It was my last Sunday !
in prison, a perfectly lovely day, the finest
day we had had the whole year, and there, in
the beautiful sunlight, walked this poor crea-
ture—made once in the image of God—grin-
ning like an ape, and making with his hands
the most fantastic gestures, as though he was
playing in the air on some invisible stringed
instrument, or arranging and dealing counters

- in some curious game. All the while these
 hysterical tears, without which none of us

' ever saw him, were making soiled runnels on
his white swollen face. The hideous and

deliberate grace of his gestures made him

| like an antic. He was a living grotesque.

The other prisoners all watched him, and not
one of them smiled. Everybody knew what |
had happened to him, and that he was being |
driven insane—was insane already.  After half
an hour he was ordered in by the warder, and,
I suppose, punished. At least he was not at
exercise on Monday, though I think I caught
sight of him at the corner of the stoneyard,
walking in charge of a warder.

On thé Tuesday—my last day in prison—I
saw him at esercise. He was worse than |
before, and again was sent m. Since then I
know nothing of him, but I found outfrom one
of the prisoners who walked with me ah exer-
cise that he had had twenty-four lashes i the |
cookhouse on Saturday afternoon, by order of |
the visiting justices on the report of the.
doctor, The howls that had horrified us all |
were his. ? !

This man is undoubtedly becoming insane. {
Prison doctors have no knowledge of mental |
disease of any kind. They are as a class
ignorant men. The pathology of the mind is |
unknown to them. When a man grows in-|
‘sane, they treat him as shamming. They |
have him punished again and again. Natur- {
ally the man becomes worse. 'When ordinary
punishments are exhausted,the doctor re-

' ports the case to the justices. The result is |
flonging. Of course-the flogging 1s not done
with a cat-of-nine-tails, It 1s what is called |
birching. The instrument isarod ; but the |
result on the wretched half-witted man may |
be imagined. |

His number is, or was, A.2 11. T also
managed to find out his name. - It is Prince, ‘
Something should be done at once for him. |
e is Jissen \eamorosuaversmy Tisrary ©7° °F
court-martial. The term is six months. Three

_have yet to run,
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May I ask you to use your influence to have

this case examined into, and o see that the
| lunatic prisoner is properly treated ?
| No report by the Medical Commissioners is
'of any avail. Itis notto be trusted. The
medical inspectors do not seem to understand
the difference between idiocy and lunacy—be-
tween the entire absence of a function or
organ and the diseases of a function or organ.
This man A. 2. 11. will, I have no doubt, be
able to tell his name, the nature of his
offence. the day of the month, the date of the
| heginning and expiration of his sentence, and
answer any ordinary simple question; but that
his mind is diseased admits of no doubt. At
| present it is a horrible duel between himself
and the doctor. The doctor is fighting for a
theory. The man is fighting for his life. I
am anxious that the man should win. Butlet |
the whole case be examined into by experts
who understand brain-disease, and by people
of humane feelings who have still some com-
mon-sense and some pity. There is no reason
that the sentimentalist should be asked to
interefere. He always does harm.

The case is a special instance of the cruelty |
inseparable from a stupid system, for the pre- |
sent Governor of Reading is a man of gentle
and humane character, greatly liked and re-
spected by all the prisoners. He was appointed
“Lin-July last. and thongh he cannot-alter they
rules of the prison system he has altered the
gpirit in which they used to be carried out
| under his predecessor. He is very popular with

the prisoners and with the warders, Indeed
he has quite altered the whole tone of the
prison-life. Upon the other hand, the system
is of course beyond his reach as far as alter.
ing its rules is concerned. I have no doubt that
he sees daily much of what he knows to be
unjust, stupid, and eruel. But his hands are
tied. Of course I have no knowledge of his
real views of the case of A. 2.11, nor,indeed, of
his views on our’ present system. 1 merely
| judge him by the complete change he brought |
| about in Reading Prison, . Under his prede.
cessor the system was carried out with the
greatest harshness and stupidity.—I remain,
i Sir, yom]igéafdmersizx Libra
May 27, OSCAR WILDE.
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by

THE EDITOR OF THE DAILY CHRONICLE.

" Sir.—I most emphatically protest against |
| the misleading answers which ware given |

by the Home Secretary to Mr. Davitt

last night anent my dismissal from the Prison

Service.

In the first place he asserted that Mr.
Davitt had “ received a very incorrect account
of the circumstances.” The account which
the hon. Member received was a facsimile of
what appeared in The Daily Chronicle, and
that account I defy either the Home Secre-
tary or the Prison Commissioners to refute.
Secondly, with reference to the nnsatisfactory
explanation which I give. I fail to see how T
could have made any more satisfactory one
unless by telling a deliberate falsehood. (Pro-
bably that is what he meant.) I admitted the

| offence, expressed my regrets, so what more

%
7ot
]

I.

.

: §
)
?’
f

N
A
\
5

-

S
',
L
E.
}

P4 é 5 % : . :
R ‘* S ks o T e A » e
: L ‘%'Mk&%“;u;“ i T

A
\ l-vg ;
1 Fr [f.,‘,.g %ﬂ“—- AT T could Ido? ¥
| 6 / * | 1f the Commissioners could find no other ! 5 g
f ) way of justifying their action, it certainly | 1
' " ; é( z o~ 9—’-..) A/. < 4 would have been much better not to have | 4
) ;_. | justified it at all, as the inferences made use
‘, /M~ gl 72‘ Af‘ o—v7< 2 et B STt | of by the Home Secretary leads one to believe
. | that I hadpurposely misrepresented thecaseor |
/” s . R / 2.9 / g e / suppressed some material fact, which I deny. | !
hra b : —Yours, &c, T. MARTIN. . | i
. X -

103, Queen’'s-road, Reading.
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THE EDITOR OF THE DAILY CERONICLE. |
Sir,—I most emphatically protest against i
( the misleading answers which ware given [
{by the Home Secretary to Mr. Davitt
last night anent my dismissal from the Prison
| Service.

In the first place he asserted that Mr.
Davitt had “ received a very incorrect account
of the circumstances.” The account which
the hon. Member received was a facsimile of
what appeared in The Daily Chronicle, and
that account T defy either the Home Secre-
tary or the Prison Commissioners to refute.
Secondly, with reference to the unsatisfactory
explanation which I give. I fail to see how T

| could have made any more satisfactory one
unless by telling a deliberate falschood. (Pro-
bably that is what he meant.) I admitted the
| offence, expressed my regrets, so what more
ycould Ido?
| If the Commissioners could find no other
| way of justifying their action, it certainly
would have been much better not to have
[ justified it at all, as the inferences made use
- | of by the Home Secretary leads one to believe
{ that T hadpurposely misrepresented the case or ’l
| suppre o orial fact, which I deny. |
 —Yours, ﬁw "é%er Libraryp N,
103, Queen’s-road, Reading.
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- DON'T READ THIS

|
[IF YOU WANT TO BE HAPPYI
t TO-DAY. «

THE EDITOR OF THE DAILY CHRONICLE. %
Stm, T understand that the Home Secretary’s |
Prison Reform Bill s to be read this week for the

_ . first or second time, and as your journal has been
the one paper in England that has taken a real and
"al. interest in this important question, I hope
that you will allow me, as one who has had long
personal’ experience of life in an English gaol, to
point out what reforms in our present stupid and

barbarous system are urgently necessary.

Trom a leading article that appeared i your
columns about a week ago, L learn that the chief
reform proposed is an increase in the mumber of
inspectors and official visitors, that are to have
access to our English prisons.

Such a roform as this is entirely useless. The
reason is extremely simple. The inspectors and
justices of the peace that visit prisons come there
for the purpose of seeing that the prison regula-
tions are duly carried out. They come for no other
purpose, nor have they any power, even if they had
the desire, to alter a single olause in the regula-
tions. And what is cruel and ignorant is this very
code of regulations. No prisoner has ever had
the smallest relief, or attention, or care from any of
the official visitord. The visitors arrive not to help
the prisoners, but to see that the rules are carried
out. Their object in coming is to ensure the en-
forcement of a foolish and inbuman code. And,
as they must have some occupation, they take
very good care to do it. A prisoner who has been
allowed the smallest privilege dreads the arrival
of the inspectors. And on the day of any prison
inspection the prison officials are more than usually
brutal to the prisoners Their object is, of course,
to show the splendid discipline they maintain.

The necessary reforms are very simple. Thsy‘
concern the needs of the body and the needs of |
the mind of each unfortunate prisomer. l

With regard to the first, there are three per-!
manent punishments authorised by law in Eng-
lish prisons:— i

1. Hunger. ¢ i
2. Insomnia. !
3. Disease. ’
The food supplied to prisoners is entirely in- |
' adequate.  Most of it is revolting in character. |
| ATl of it is ingufficient. Every prisoner suﬁe\rsh
' day and night from hunger. A certain amount
of food is carefully weighed out ounce by ounce
1SQner. t is. just. enongh to sustain, '
S WniversitgaL.ibrary. is always
| racked by the pain and sickness of hunger. i
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