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heat of an Egyptian desert, no thrill in
anything but the words and cadences;
the poem, like `Salome,' is a sort of cele-
bration of dark rites.
  Wilde was not in the highest sense a poet,
tihough his vemse has oecasionaily a
technical singularity, as in ` The Sphinx,'
whieh can delude the mind through the
ears to listen, when the 1ines are read
out, to a flow of loud and bright words
which are as meaningless as tbe mono-
tonous Eastern music of drum and gong
is to the Western ear. One or two lyrics
and ` The Ballad of Reading Gaol ' come
near to being poetry, but there is nothing
else, in the blank-verse plays or the idylls,
aind elegies, and sonnets of the volume
of 1881, which is anything but imitation
of some good poet, but dangerous model.
  Where Wilde comes nearest to poetry is
in the prose stories (now contained in one
volume) of `A House of Pomegranates'
    `The Happy Prince.' Wilde's senseand
of beauty wag uncertain, his technique
came and went; yet, in these stories for
children, what was artificial in him, and
v"ulgar, and foolish (as in the earlier sensa-
tion&1 and burlesque experiments) took
on lovely new draperies, which suggested
at times .the beating of a real heart under
them. Every narrative is an allegory,
and is filled with delicate suggestions ; its
scene is a dream-world, made for the
pleasure of children; it is something
between a fairy-tale and an `Imaginary
Portrait.' The style has quietedi the
teller of the tale is hardly discemible.
Here are parables, deeked out for young
minds-moral tales, one might call them ;
somehow as real- in their imaginary
world as the impossible eredible people in
the modern comedies. The same ingenuity
is seen at play, here for chi1dren, there for
t•oo acutely grown-up people. Each has
its own atmosphere, form, and 1oeality.
  But when we tum from this almost
faultless book to the `Poems in Prose'
of a later date, we find an attempt to be
Biblical and remotely imaginative, and
a specious symbolism creeps in, no longer
sineere or significant. It is a shallow
pool, trying to look as if it had some
deep meaning.
  Here we may begin to consider what
Wilde really understood by beauty, a
word which recurs persistently throughout
his work. In an enumeration of his gifts
(" the gods have given me almost every-
thing"), he had said with eonfidence:
" Whatever I touehed I made beautiful
in a new mode of beauty." His expres-
sion of "'hat he conceived by beauty is
developed from many models, and has no
new ideas in it; one can trace it, almost
verbally, to Pater, Flanbert, Gautier,
Baudelaire, and other nvTriters from whom
he drew sustenance. Throughout a large
part of his work he is seen deliberately
imitating the effects that these and ot•her
writers have achieved before him. All
through the `Intentions' there is a far-off
echo of Pater; in`Salome' melodrama is
mixed with recollections of `Pell6as et
Melisande' and of `la Tentation de
Saint Aiitoine.' `The Picture of Dorian
Gray' owes much, we thnk, to the

work of Huysmans. Of-the writers
named, all but the last had their own
sense of beauty, their own imagimative
world where they were at home,                                 and
couldspeakitslanguagenaturally. Wilde's
style is constantly changing, as                               made
things do when one altems them, and it is
only at intervals that it ceases to be
artificial, imitative, or pretentious. The
attempt to write constantly in a beautiful
way 1eads to a vast amount of grandilo-
quenee, which is'never convineing because
it is evidently not sincere. In a sense,
every writer is sineere, for he has only
himself to work with. But Wilde was
artificial ; he 1ooked on art as "the supreme
      " and life as "a mere mode ofreality,

fiction." Hence the at•tempt tocombine
words and epithets in a striking and un-
usual way, the frequent incapacity to dis-
tinguish between pure gold and alloy, the
preference, indeed, of t]insel to plain cloth ;
the uncertainty, in short, as to what was
real and what was faise beauty. That
sense, never instinctive, goes off gradually
in t•he course of his career, ending in the
conscious sonority of such passages in ` De
Profundis' as this: "or to move with
suMeient stateliness of music through
the purple pageant of my incommunicable
woe." Here words have ceased to become
capable of expressing what may have
been a sincere feelmg.
  From the first, one of Wilde's limitat•ions
had been his egoism, his seli-absorption,
    self-admiration. 'TliiLq is one of thehi8
qualities whieh have marred t•he detightful
genius of         the             Irish nation, and it can
be traced in the tdhree other Irishmen
who may be said to have formed, with
VS'ilde, & group apamb in the literatJure of
our t•ime. It is not needful to name them :
one is a dramatist, one a novelist, one a
pcet. .an have remarkable qualities, each
a completely different individuality, and
the desire of eaÅíh is, as Wilde admits, t•o
"  make people wonder." In each there is
something not human, whieh is eit•her the
cause or the outeome of an ambition t•co
eontinually conscious of itself. The great
man is indifferent to his greatness; it is
an accident if he is so much as conscious
of it.

  There is a passage in `De Profundis'
in which Wilde brags of his greatness with
incredible naivete. It is now well known.
It begins : "I was a man who stood in
symbolie relations to the art and culture
of my age"; and it continues: "Byron
was a symbolic figure, but his relations
were to the passion of his age and it•s
weariness of passion. Mine were to
something more noble, more permanent,
of more vital issue, of larger seope."
Now Wilde, wit•h his eritical sense, must
have been aware that the words noble,
permament, and vi'tal were preeisely the
negatives of whatever reasonable praise
eould be given to him. The only moment
ofnobility whieh can be found in the
whole of his work is in those two terrible,
unforgettable, no doubt useless letters,
written to a daily paper on t•he atroeities
committed legally in English prisons;
and they were wrung from him through
the personal suffering whieh had forced

upon him a eonsciousness of the evil that
was being done tto ot•hers more helpless
than himself. Those letters should have
put all England in revolt against its
permitted ignorance of cruelty, and it is
wen that they should have been repimted
at the end of`De Profundis.' Beyond
this one outburst, where shall we find
in Wilde's work anytlmg noble, perma-
nent, or vital? Byron, with all his defects,
had these qualities in the highest degree.
He too was an egoist, but his egoism was
justified, and he took his greatness lightly.
He did not, like Wilde, pose admiringly
before the refiection of himself in a
flattering mirror.
  Wilde was a maker of idols, of painted
idols, Salome and the Sphinx. He bowed
down before the pagan gods who were
never actual to him. He did often
good servJice for what seemed to him,
and often was, the cause of art against
the Philistines. But his manner of attack-
ing them was not always adequate, and
many of the stones in his sling rebounded
upon him from the forehead of Goliath.

  To alter the minds of men is to possess
a vast magnetic and irrefut•able mind
filled by a conviction which may seem
irratioma1, as t•he forces of mature seem
to our ignorance. VSTilde was never con-
cerned with fundament•al ideas, except
perhaps in `The Soul of Man under
Soeialism,' which contains his best and
sanest and most valuable thinking, yet
is almost as entertaining as ` intentions.'

  "Disobedience, in the eyes of any one
who has read history, is man's original
virtue....In a word, it comes [the use of
the word " unhealthy "] from that monstrous
and ignorant thing that is caUod Publie
Opinion, which, bad and well-meaning as it is
when it tries to control action, is infamous
and of evil meaning when it tries to control
thought oc Art....One who is an Emperor
and King may stoop down to piek up a
brush for a paintor, but when the democracy
stoops down it is merely to throw mud....
It is impossible for the artist to live with
the People. All despots bribo. The people
bribe and brutalise."

  All that has been laughed at; but it is
indeed a fine and severe form of wit, in
vtThich the truths are hardly so much as
paradoxes.
  `Intentions'is the most amusing book
of critieism in English. It has not•hing
to sa: that has not- been proved or dis-
proved already, but never was such
boyish disrespect• for ideas, sueh gaiety
of paradox. Its flaw is that it tries t•o
be Paterish and pagan and Renaissance
and Greek, and to be clothed in Tyrian
robes, and to tread "with tired feet the
purple white-starred fields of asphodel."
But it is possible to forget the serious,
exasperating pages in a lazy delight in so
much pleasant wit. "Utterance," the
Irishman's need of talk and invariable
talent for it: that is there, seattering
itself casually ]ike fireworks, but on its
way to become a steady illumination.
  Wilde's last and greatest discovery was
when, about the year 1891, the idea came
to him that• the abounding wit. which he
had kept tru then chiefly for the enter-
tainment of his friends, could be turned
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quite maturally into a new ]dnd of play.
Sheridan was the best model at hand to
learn from, and there were qualities of
stage speeeh and action in which he could
surpass him. Then might not Alfred
de Musset show him some of the se(}rets
of fine comedy? He had, to stat with,
a wit that was typically Irish in its
promptness and spontaneity. His only
rival in talk was Whistler, whose wit was
unpleasantly bitter. The word sprang
from VS7ilde's lips, some unsought non-
sense, a flying paradox; Whistler's wtrs
a sharper shaft, but it flew less readily.
And now this inventiveness of speech
found itself at home in the creation of a
form of play which, in `Lady Winder-
mere's Fan,' begins by being seriously
and tragieally comic, and ends in                               `The
Importanee of being Earnest,' which is
a sort of sublime farce, moaningless and
delightful.

  `Lady Windermere'g Fan' has been
imitated since by popular playwrights,
and Wilde was justified in saying :-
  `fI fook the drama, the most objeetive
form known to art, and made it es personal
a mode of expression as the lyric or sonnet ;
at the same time I widenod its range and
oruichod its characterisation."

One begins by admiring its wit; one ends
by being convinced by its drama. What
other     dramatist of our age has concealed
such ingenuity of.plot un{ler such ready
wit ;     has present}ed life josting so gaily
on the edge of a preeipiee, over whieh no
one quite falls? A temperament is
expressed in an epigr&m, and the speech
               in Its p!am.xnt in `Aeomes naturally
Woman of No Importanee ' the epigrams
almost obliterate the action until the
end of the third act, almost every
sentence being a separate pieoe of wit.
Many of the epigrams are celebrated,
almost classic (" The Book of Life begins
with a man and a woman in a garden.
It.ends with Revelations." " The English
country gentleman galloping after a fox--
the unspeakable in full pursuit of the
uneatable "), yet the elick, click of them
is after a time almost tedious. Even
the stupid people never say stupid things.
  `A Woman of No Importance' is
gcarcely so good, dramatically, as ` Lady
Windermere's            Fan," and`An Ideal Hus-
band' is not so good as either, while
`The Importanee of heing Eamest' is
by far the most perfect of the four.
It is, however, rea11y the least witty, and
tK)o serious in its parade of the eircum-
stances, which are as winding and diM-
cult as a mane. All are experimental, all
have some ingenious difference, though
the actual stage tricks do nob vary much
in method. There is alwaysa fan, or a
glove, or a letter, or a handbag by which
gomebody is incriminated or identified.
Dramatically Lady Windermere's fan
is more significant and more natural than
Ibsen's " vinbleaves in the hair," which
is a bad symbol; and as for the hand-bag
in ` The hmportance of being Earnest,' it
is an unparalleled invention of its kind.
1!hat perfect play ig nothing but delirious
nonsense. " Delightful work may be pro-
dueed      under            bur1esque                    and farcicaJ con-

L,pt.tw.wh.....dw.

ditions," Wilde had wtitten, a few years
before he wrote the play,'and he
added:       "And in work of this kind the
artist in England is aJIDwed very great
freedom.'?          It is a great freedom.that he
takes in malring a work of art in the aet
of merely amusing us. The matter has
been questioned, quite unneoessarily. A
great wit who ean eondense that volatile
essenco into a permaasent savour, perfume,
or tonic, has his pbee                      among atists.
Wilde had many failures } they have been
taken for masterpieces; but if, as it
has been said by the just, generous,
and serupulous editor of his works,"in
his last years he was the severest critic
of his own &chievements," it is not unlikely
that he would have been content to sur-
vive, in men's memories and in his own
printed pages, as the most brilliant and
entertaining wit of his time.

           -
          NEw NovE-s.
The 6h'eat Amulat. By Maud Diver.
  (Blackwood & Sons.)
MRs. DivER exceis in representing the
better          of Anglo-!ndian life, politieal      side
and domestie, and bringing vividly before
us its strenuousness, seif-saerifice, and
loyalty. A husband and wife, parted on
their wedding day by a misunderstanding
of the kind habitual in fietion, are the
principal characters, and the story, which
errs perhaps on the side of length, is
woven round the gradual proeess of their
reconciliation. But such wider issues
as fro, ntier warfarei Himalayan explora-
tion, an.d, cholera camps play a la"rge partt
in the action, and are handled with
sympathy and power, The author's men
and women are clearly drawn, and nearly
always impress us as real people; and her
style shows refinement and distinetion.

Crossriggs. By Mary &nd Jane Findlater.
  (Smith, Elder & Cb.)
Tms novel must be commended to all
readers who regard delicate and finished
characterization as the essential'element
of a good story. The seene is laid in a
Seottish village, and the nationality of
the actors is unmistakable; but there
is no infugion of broad dialect. We are
introduced to a 1ady of magnetie vitality,
who enterkains a passion for a man hope-
lessly divided from her, while at the same
time ghe is the objeot of the generous
ardour of a boy which is as futile as her
own . The situation has its tragic elements,
but she has too sound a nature to be per-
manently embittered. Her relations to
her family are the more generous for the
tempestuous inner wwe whieh none of them
suspects. Besides the rather too perfeet
hero, there is a stiff old adniiral who is
very human under his buckram.

Dean'sHall. ByMaudeGoldring. (John
  Murray.)
To judge from her title-page, Miss Glold-
ring makes her first appearanee in this
Yorkshire story of a Quaker gentleman's
choice between love of property, sanetified

W-"""k-UWa--W,6.tNv",Ni •t•

by regard for his father, and lqve of
woman as represented by a farmer's
daughter. The author's.point of view is
non-sectarian, and the most likeable
characters in her story are two who eause
trouble in the Quaker pen and one who
does not belong to it. A !ocal celebrity
called the Wise Woman of littondale
has beon rather boldly appropriated by
Miss Goldring, who, by Letty Thwaites's
kindness to the Wise Woman's daughter,
shows that her heroine was not afraid
of slander. The usuaJ signs of & novice's
work are absent; but though power is
shown in the rupture between the hero
and his sister, &nd humour is to be found
in the thought as well as the dialeet of
the story, the whole is deficient in move-
ment.

The Rea .Neighbour. By W. J. Eceott.
  (Blackwood & Sons.)
SEVXNmaNTH-CENTuBy French history
has been studied to good purpose for
the plot of this fascinating romance.
The conversations are bright and natural ;
and the action, which involves some.im-
presgive scenes of unfamiliar type, is
unifomiy brisk. The adno2eement oeeurs
soon after the death of Turenne. Several
seenes are 1aid in Paris, but none at Court ;
and most of the characters make joumeys
more or 1ess exciting to Alsace, or even
beyond the Rhine. The character of the
title, a woman of the people who hag
become ridh as a dealer in cosmetics and
great ladies' confidences, is a remarkable
creation. Her suceessfuZ prosecution of
a IQng-cherished.scheme of revenge is a
main factor in the complieated, but clearly
delineated theme. The alternations of
humour, stirring episodes, and delicate
sentiment are skilfully managed.

The Liute Glocl's Dnem. By Ralph Straus.
  (Chatto & Windus.)
MAmai]y[oNialÅr aJliances, either contem-
plated or achieved, by the members of a
literary and eesthetie coterie with head-
quarters in Curzon Street form the staple
of this exquisite comedy, in which the
most amusing figure-an elderly bachelor
addicted to matcimaking-tries to pair
off the ladies of his acquaintanee with
his eligible male friends. in humorous
contrast with the conventional lovers
depicted in fietion, some of the characters
are too impulsive in the bestowal or
loan of their affeetions, while others
redress the baiance by being too tepid
and deliberate. The heroine is a poor
orphan who lives in the East End, and her
experiences supp!y most of the serious
element which serves as foil to the lighter
episodes.

TheHot`sepmtbeBoraerland. ByWilliam
     Hodgson. (Chapman & full.)  H.
MR. HoDGsoN has a genuine power for
evoldng horrible images; otherwise he
could never have been inspired, by the
sight of the Irish "gentleman who pays
the rent," to imagine the existence of
" swine-creatures" of loathsome aspeet
and oecult ability, who begiege the houm
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of a poetical Nature-study written in
Miltonic blank verse, and appearing in
the age of Pope, has so surprised the crities
that they have hailed him, on the one hand,
as ptmarily a philosophic poet; on the
other, as a forerunner of the romantic
revival, precisely as Andr6 Ch6nier, who
translated some lines of Thomson, has been
regarded in France. But Thomson, like
                                Mr.Ch6nier, was essentiaily de son si dale.
Macaulay doos good service in pointing out
that Thomson was " in a certain sense the
complement of Pope, applying to country
scenes something of the same power of true
observation and vivid portraiture, which
Pope used upon the town." Thomson
is not primarily a philosophic poet;
he uses the relations of man with Nature
only for ornament and digression, just
as Pope introduces the supernatural
machinery of the Sylph to embroider his
description of town life in `The Rape of
the Loek.'
  Perhaps the most valuable effeet of
                             literaryMr. Macaulay's sketeh of the
conditions of the time is to bring into
clear relief the fact that Thomson,
t•hough an original poet, did not create

                     was appreciated:the taste by which                  he
"  The very artifieiality of London literary
society had been preparing the way for
Eome such assertion as his of the claims of
the country." Mr. Macaulay, in tracing
the literary pedigree of the poet, shows that
there had been a singular outburst of
Nature poetry in blank verse among Edin-
burgh studenbs of his time, and that Thom-
son was not so much an independent
founder of a school of poetry trs the most
eminent member of a group of contempo-
rary poets, ineluding Riccaltoun, Lady

                               Dyer,                           and                 Armstrong,            allet,Winehilsea, M
all working in the same pursuit of Nature.

 Upon these poinbs, as upon other
                           tendency,                       and crucial questions of                  style
 we find Mr. Maeaulay a singubrly wise
                                  of and temperate guide. The evidenee
 handwtiting, by which he finally i                               denti-
 fied Thomson's eollaborator in the Hagley
 revision of ` The Seasons' as Lyttelton-
 not Pope, as had been fondly held by some
 -was set forth in The Athenemm (Oct.                                  1,
 1904). We do not understand, by the
                              of                                 this way, the plan of the indexer
                          " Industry, volume, who has registered
 triumpks of," but has naught to say of
 " indolence."

The Jllorks of Oscar Wilde. 11 vols.
  (Methuen & (fo.)

OscAR WmDK was a prodigious enter-
tainer, and now that his complete works
are brought together-eleven volumes of
them, with another or two to come, in
white and pale gold envers, fine paper,
print, and margins, each volume separate,
so that they ean be arranged in what order
you like-.they have the aspect of                             a kind
ef `Thousand and One Nights,' so vari-
coloured are they. The whole pageant
is decorative, and passes swiftly; blood
streams hamiessly across stages where
a sphnx sits, with and without a seeret,
                verse andrepeating clangipg                          mysterious

151r--r!.r'pm'N.-"-År J

prose, and where SieMan shepherds and
young girls on English lawns pass and
                     paradox-puppets          everywhereretum, and
turn somersaults' like agile acrobats to
the seund of a faint musie which some-
times rises to a wild clamour. Verse and
     are spoken by oarefully dire()tedprose
marionettK)s ; songs, dialogues, and dramas
are presented, with ehanging seenery and
                              show-                          the                    times                 Atbewildering lights.
man comos before the curtain, and,
cutting a caper, argues, expostulates,
and calls the attention of the audienee
to.the perfeotion of the mechanism by
which his effects are produced, and his
own slciil in the handling of the wiros.
Scene follows seene, without rest or
interval, until suddenly the lights go out,
and the play is over.
  Such an artifieiaJ world Wilde created,
and it is only now beginning to settle
down into any sort of ]rnown order.
                           ` Salome,'In Glermany he is the writer of
in France a poet and critic, in England
the writer of `The Ballad of Reading
Gla61,' •or perhaps of `De Profundis.'
Nowhere is there any agreement as to
the question of relative merit; i fact,
nowhere is there any due acknowledgment
of what that merit really is. There is,
indeed, so much variety in Wilde's work,
he has made so many experiments in so
many directions, that it is                          only now,

                       edition before               completewith this almost
us, that we can trace the curious move-
ment, forward and backward, of a mind
never fully eertain of its direction. It
was a long time before Wilde diseovered

                     a wiS, and                                thab                  abt•hat he was above
it was through the medium of the comie
stage that he could best express his

                      desire was to                 Hisessential talent.
 write tragedies, above all romantic tra-
gedios in verse. His fai1ure in the attempt
was hopeless, because he had got hold

                      and                          the wrongof the wrong material
                         ,manner.
  The earliest thing that he wrote
was a play in prose, now printed for

                           ; or, the                      ` Vera the first time, called
 Nihilists,' written for the most psrt in
 excited language of this kind: "Peace!
 ye gorged adders, peace!" The plot is
                        whole action            , and                   the melodramatie
 altogether futile; it is amusing to read
                           ineffectual                  the                      first now and          discover
 attempts to be witty. PrincePaul says to
 theMarquis de Poivraro : "Ah ! Marquis.
                   Marquise is well." I trust Madame la
 The Marquis answers: "You ought to
 know better than I do, Prince Paul ; you
 see more of her." Whereat the Prince,
 bowing, replies.: " Perhaps I see more in
 her, Marquis."'              Soon                    after `Vera' comes
 `The Duchess of Padua.' This and the
 fragment of `The Florentine Tragedy'
                                and                    the first time, are also published for
 we see in them an attempt to write
 romantic drama. The end of `The
 Florentine Tragedy ' is done on aimost the
 same method as the end of the third act
 of `Lady Windermere's Fan.' It is
 meant to he a great climax, and it is
 really only a bad epigram. The merehant-
                 who is hated                              by                                 his husband, Simone,
 wife Bianoa, lrills her lover (to whom she

has eried : "Kill him !") under her eyes.
The stage direction instructs us :-
He aies---Simone risee and looke at Biama She
   comes touartls him as oive dant with toonder
   and toith otetstretchecl af"ns.

 Binnea. - WhyDigimy onoue?ot te11 me you were se gtzrontsipiy

Did you not te11 me you were beautiful?

Then the currtain falls, and we are fed
with a fruitless epigram. Now tum to
                             act ofthat seene which ends the third
`Lady Windermere's Fan.' The appgar-
                            R. is a                   from Dooranee of Mrs. Erlynne
great elimax, because it is psychologically
right and theatricaily right. Her wor(Is,
which seem to say nothing, are                             tragrc,
because they are the expression of a
                     curtain falls onconcealedheroism. The
a suspense which leaves us breathless.
  `The Duchess of Padua'is meant to be
an imitation of Webster or Marston, a
macabre tragedy of blood. It is meimt
to be passionate and heroic, a.nd sple4did
            . The passion us mere ice.;in versification
                              , andthe speech, hackneyed, far-fetched
cheap-bought, is offered at second hand.
                          would goThe murderous                 Duchess
beyond Lady Macbeth, and wash, not

                             "CanIonly her hands, but also her soul.
                     ,but my soul?"not wash my hatids ?                   Ay
she exclaims. Her moods and her lover's
toss to and fro from one to the other a
dozen times in less than twenty minutes
in a corridor at the top of a stairease
where the murder has just been com-
mitted. The time is past when lovers
can say to one another :-

  Dimtec•S:ff"}b,A,nd.,P,{\::li.o.n.s.ets.2,?.9(IL,"P.O,nbSgelek'iLerst

     geisl !
 Stru less ean we listen to one of the same
lovers, at their first meeting, when he
elaborates on the spur of the moment
this series of figures of speeeh :-

 IjetmeunioekNatKbe8Wieeittk'.igtel,"igtYdO."r,,head,

 That shut in musie, let me dive for coral
iRnieYhOeurrtIlnia?f'th8endgo{d"khllgtt6rig'a:dinkgSuaPrdrii'

 In rude Armenia
 "These are but words, words, words,"
 as the Duchess comments on another
 occasion. Even tdhe frenzied speeeh in
 which the two lovers squabble with one
 another on the edge of death hfis no
 natura1 heat, no appropriate anguish.
   Wilde's last attempt at romantic dmma
 is, if not successful, fi11ed with a strange
 fascination, not easy te define. ` Salome,'
 which in (lermany is regarded as great
 work, is diMcult for us to dissociate
 from Beardsley's illustrations, in whieh
 what is icily perverse in the dialogue
                             beeomos (it eannot be dosignated                      dmma)
 in the ironical designs pictorial, a series
 of poses. On the stage these poses are
                  on the psge, though less decorative than
 they have an effect of t•heir own, not fine,
                              fronen.                         and                 horrible but languid             and
 To Wilde passion was a thing to talk
 about with elaborate and coloured words.
 Salome is a doll, as many have imagined
 her, soullesg, set in motion by some
 pitiless destiny, personified momentarily
               ; Herod is a nodding by her mother
 mandarin in & Chinese grotmsque. So
 `The Sphinx' offers no subtlety, no

F
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of himself as "a bard more fat than bard
beseems," and the choice of subject in
                            resulted`The Castle of indolence,' has
in his being sometimes exalted into a
monster of sluggish corpulenee, a prodigy
of obese inerti&. The fact that he was a
    active walker, a very lat)e worker,kerywell as the quali.ty, quantity, and eare-

ful workmanship and revision of .his
:wttii•llghS',,-.$.e.•ii,ifi.iigg\t:h:all•liEixi8e,,.8AX,gpf.\Xtfg.t'O.ns

,P,O
.'

.ecms.':iS:1..et:hpe.S.Op,".reo:,.pO.:.e2f,?ac"a.n.MdiOd.S8,,:•be#,

indeed, always confine himseif to the.cul-
tivation of his own plot in the domam of
                           which his                       , forliterature. He wrote plays
friends and compatriots seoured a certain
sueeess. Scotchmen might, in the words
of a squib of the times, with tuneful handp

a.n
,•

g.mei:I7,fee,ta{h9gstdih.e.m.,llOegt:1.eh'.,bo6g

(whose eriticism of a poet with whom he
y.?p,,nrio,th,l' ,n .s,y

,e,p.a6tAly"is.,b.ri,i.li2n,.t,.an.S

ilSillfihe,PttihV.e.StsY59.,glllg}.,d,ueedA,df.e,ci&.m,atth.R

iega
/Åé,gaigbi/t,fi.i'fi/lli•h,/kX,T,:'"Pihi,,.//lii,,l.•;bl.llXIi,l'p,,t/tEdsnggi,/jci./M.a/eendg

in his own excellent phrase, the portraits

tP
ielip.tiggO`fThN.atsuredes..,i,t.iSt.h.eiiOb.se,rlYei

exquisite worlmianship of `EIrhe Castle
of Indolence' which gives him his plaee
in the history of English poetry. is it
possible that Voltaire was thinlring of
Thomson, the enthusiastic gardener, the
                              philo-devotee of poetry, the contented
                             phrasesopher, when he penned the
which sums up the ironic lessons of
                               Eng-                       met the`Candide'2 Voltaire had
lish poet both in England and in.Paris;
he admired `The Seasong,' &nd, mdeed,
his quotation of the lines

 In what far•distant region of the sky,
 Hush'd in deep silenee, sleep ye when 'tis oslm ?

in answer to Boswell's question as to the
mode of existenee of ideas which had
PwaeSSreed afOt"

ellw8rfdsOurtoCOnbSeCiO"l:l"6SftlPbetl3'isi!

implies an intimate knowledge of that
                       a year aft}erpoem. Moreover, only
the publication of `Candide,' `Socrate'

            , founded, as Voltaire stated,was produced
upon a dram& in prose by the late Mr.
Thomson, so that the latter may well have
been in Voltaire's mind.

  Now that James Thomsen has at 1ast
been awarded a place among "English
Men of Letters," the poet has found in
Mr. Macaulay a sober, sympathetic, and

                     a critic who doesseholarly biographer, and
not allow his reasoned judgments to be
impaired by any passion for brilliapt
paradox. !llhough nobody would chim
for Thomson a place in the highest rank

 of pcets, both his choice and                           treatment
                  subsequent influenee of subjeot, and               his
 upon'English and French literature,
 render a careful analysis •of his                               exact
 positionofimportance. Thephenomenon

,
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ment would have been even stronger. It
seems probable that this poem was con-
gtructed by another master from                                two
previous poems, or strings of poems, apd
its composition shows great art, in spite
of oecasional inconsistencies.
  But we must not plunge into the Ho-
meric question any deeper. One tlpmg
is manifest. The old traditional mew,
maintained by Gladstone, that a sing)e
nmn of genius eomposed both poems m
                           own withtheir integrity, eannot hold its
                  his speculations aremodern seholars, and
now but a sort of prehistorie stratum
in the vast controversy. Turning to
psrticular utterances in this book, we
        agree with what the author sayscordially
about the dominance oÅíthe Greek writers,
in every department of knowledge, as
classios, down to the Renaissance. in
giving the instance of medicine he even
understatos his case; for long after the
Renaissance, and dating from the middle
of the seventeenth century, we have
learned medical works based wholly upon
Mppecratns as an infalhble authority,
and this in contrast to the theories and
practiee which vvere then in vogue.
                           from pro-Thoughtful men felt that, far
                          world hadgress having been made,                       the
ret•rogressed sinee the golden days of the
                             Greeks                          theelassical authors. How early
began to write books is another question
on which we wish for some more definite
t•eaching from Mr. Murray. He speaks
of the first books as being written with
diMculty, probably on prepared skins--
no doubt Herodotus's"Ionic hides."
But is it not more probable that there

                               trade                          thewere no books earlier than
with Egypt, and that papyrus was the
material, even in the eighth                         century B.c.
imported for the purpose from Naucratis,
or the earlier Egyptian marts, and used in
Greeoe ? Noris it likely that thismaterial
was particularly expensive.

  The use of analogy in this book, which
we have questioned in the ease of the
Pentateuch, is nevertheless its                               most
attractive feature. The citation of the
growth of the legend of Alexander, qu
we have it in pseudo-Callisthenes, is
apt and interesting. But we should

                            rather a                      authorhave caJled the original
Greek-speaking Egyptian than an Egyp-
tian Greek, as Mr. Murray does ; and                                 he

                               habitsurely does not appreeiate the old
 of inventing for '& conqueror a legend
of his birth which made him out not a
stranger, but a prince of the land he
conquered.

  To the following statements we ean-
not subscribe: "The `Iliad' has been

 deliherately elaborated on a plan which
                        the purposes puts it out of use for
 of ordinary reoitation"; and "it would
 oecupy 20 to 24 hours of steady declama-
                 on the contrary, thattion." We think,
 the 15,OOO lmes of the `Iliad' could be
 recited in a few hours---it would be easy
 to make the experimentdind also that it
 is eminently suited for partial recitations.
 The aristeia, for example, of the various
 heroes are separate chapters in themgelves.
   On the early invasions of Greeoe, and
                                rude the gradual settlement of new and

wanderers in the homes of early eulture.
Mr. Murray is most interesting. But even
though the fort at Athens was of old
called tbe polis, we do not fee1 that the
                         was usuallynucleus of the Greek                   cities
the stronghold which the Hellenic invaders
               , as invaders, for safety.had first o(x,upied
Thus the Temenion, on the shore of Argos,
which had been the original fort of the
                             out inI)oric invader, was still pointed
historic times, but it never beeame the

capital of Argolig. .                eonjeeture of this m-  We have found
genious quality in many pages of the book.
                     ,but we are con-We carmot but admire it
stantly disposed to question the arguments
brought forward. Nor is this at aP the
                        which is on                   style,           author'sfault of the
the whole exeeedingly attractive, though
we cannot but ask why he uses "bar-
barity" for barbarisen. The two words
seem to us distinet, the first implying
moral censure, the latter soeial backward-
ness. Mr. Murray does not favour the
latter word, or diseards it as umeeessary.
But we must not trifle with so serious
an author.

           -
James Thomson. By G. C. Macaulay.
  " English Men of Letters," New Series.
  (Ma(}millan & Co.)

THK popularity of the poetry of James
Thomson has in the last ffty years
undergone some eclipse. As the poet
                            dimmed                       beenof Nature, his light                  has
by the greater sung, Wordsworth and
Tennyson. But he was a true poet, with
the true poet's Muminating vision of
                         observation                       ofeommon things, the power
                    the artist. Alsoand the memory of
his admirable treatment of blank verse,
and the Spenserian stanza---curiously in
                       in the uncon-contrast with his failures
genial couplet and his faults of diction---
             m always from                          eontempt,wil1 proserve hi
       we may think the praise somethough
critics bestow on his mastery of metre and
rhythm exeessive. At his best he could
                             can be                         that              and                  phraseswrite hali-lines
mistaken for the work of his mastems,
Milton and Shakspeare, and passages that,
without possessing the varied tones and
swelling music of the " mighty-mouthed
inventor of harmonies," yet have a pleas-
ing rhetorical swing and cadence of                               their
own. "Thomson," Gray observes, "has
an ear sometimes." But hewassomething
more than a genuine poet in mind and
temperament. Hewasalsoaphilosopher,
                         enough, aswith wisdom and                 humour
Mr. Macaulay's sane and sober retelling
                 e reminds us, both toof the story of his lif
preach and to practise the virtues implied
in " an elegant suMciency, content, retire-
ment, rural quiet, friendship, books " :-

             ,. what you me deny ;I care not, Fortune
You eannot rob me of free Nature's graee ;
You oannot shut the windows of the sky,
Through which Aurvra shows her brighbening ftK)e.

  The tradition of his laziness, fostered
by the reeord of his habits of late ptsing,
eating the sunny side of the peaches m his

                      in his poekets,garden with his hands
                    with the snuffers,              booksand eutting his
coupled with his own humorous description

{
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                 I am, Sir,
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                      J. SoHOMBERG.

             WATERMARKS.
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    grey. The               head at Abbotsford doeswas
ii"xt".}tÅí,;.,Åítn/h'1',a/','IA,rtl'lttmp/'O.bX'llol','g,:aknllt]hlMg,kO,il.iii,,XI,liio,.rki
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    OSCAR WILDE'S LETTERS ON
            PRISON REFORM.

$•$,•k'R`//111/illlS,lj.i,,/li/Ili./K"Ob./i.i?.'.i/M/il/ed.:i-ios'i,s',ifM"'h,:ah,:,gtlli.le/;Ii/lil,,as/i

,msemus

-/'im#an'xegg
i,k-.im',/mama-g.lgwimg

           LIST OR NEW BOOKS.
                ENGLISH.
 Ba'\,liRn:.:.GB,.t,".'kl'..e.fi.ri.i,i.:,,.,•.i'a:i'ligi,OtttfrgeK':c"e,goy.m,.efuta,7..oa}

 Creesd/ nOtetBk Uddha, bY the Aut2ior of `Tlie Creed of christ,,

g.":,/K6",,i'i,."re:•I.,,/re.,itsilllSiigote,d"'.i.ththM.X,`entl$,Tithi.de,Od.i;.:,.iill/i}l,",l,/""i,p"g!h.ih:i
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suOet,o,fh.ktr'ticd."u.a,BbtPSI,siItr,h..r.ifeftW.igagtt.Xhds.e

devcte to her. It may meeb with ebs grpat
a suecess in London as in Paris, os it us ewmg
$o the kindness of your amateurs and ours
that the'suthor has been ab!e to reproduce
unlmown miniatures by Lawrenco, Hall
and Cosway. and littleknown busts by
tim..:•/he.•,,tyn•,g.'s•t/a'gil/:I2:'/,"n.,g.f,an',tÅéinileq•il,Igige-M.sentfi.'khttÅétilkll.

will eome out at the end of this month with
a proface by PierFe de Nolhac, fbom which
Iquote the fo"owmg passage :--- ,.
t,gaf•l:ti.:'8.sfi,?oi.'g,:'ir{:,:,g.e".".gug,,d.?•l:,:'goggS/f'a3g

Se,M,M,e,.•.q.U,i3gus.e.stdgirSs,e,n?S,iift/gris,i,e,.livr.e.s.o,iid..

g,.•tim/"Se,:e.-fl.3/'S.,Si:,g•Vbe,O.k,?i.IVr5i?,.ps"..rtMlile'"ShUl'.li/i?ttt'\X,:.

seul effort d'une lueide ccuseienee d'historien
g9.S,ttdrai:ge,."."ii2dse.M,b.la,ill,A"S.,codn,tEt."ii.".ttt.li,I.",'"ein.

' e.t ,,d .eSe.O
,&R9bgXg,X'it,r6igU.es.qU,il.,i.'6ie,Ve,r.en,t,,S.i.,haiEtie

 morale eommune a bien des femmes de son temps ;
tt/ot"S.,hdo.est,///./A,,,.MeepSiiCii'gZOi,it.ee,,eooS:n.iiiXll:,lis,s"i,ce,eS.a,eestttt'u"el

'Sll•iel.III/lt/lii,Fgi"k'i////l,,/is\'S'qSkelr,iSel;q/P,/Åélr.]9iei.'gon'/lll'lle:"/ilrl•ilillt',ny,/illl,i,/Fg.

 passe.,,
   It is this same gift of sympsthy whieh
 distingulshes the work oÅí Pierre de N8paG9•

            ==:
 D:R. JOffNsel(; UiTTER AND SEAL.
                              Oxford.
   THE hitm-unpubliShed lstter of Dr.

'$'9tsililillll.Cii-llhW.g.Y#ta•lllt?-P'.'iiitt..(g'oiX'.g'!l/•if.Xk.•me',vi,ust"t8.i•

ioket.nV:,gil/lll'.'t'.',X'//'a-llllrmlli:'k\o,ti,lii.,t/ktmg,tommi:soni:,tiil':iisu'.Ct/itlli!lil,as/fgei

'
b.o,th .::oe,e,ru.ienfteig.Illl.dgeht.r,iOtthis.Mp',t&iOdl9.Yt

was forced btM}k upon se-eal1ed Clnyical
itilligntar,er.".c.K/i"'eSges,tS't6etlilil/Iiles.li,llliligwta'la'."6}ge,gii\:,l:lag.:itMees..••

tmh6'gn.ar,,a`tt,.heYtmp,Iittimt,g,tt'th','Yg,t,,.,t.".l2Mtct.er's'tiagi:;II'ig',nS

resurrection of " le mouvement sooiaL" both
of which he rightly declares to have hsppened
while he was in oMee.
I.goS

.rtkeg.81"Iiiis?gg.//3.e.,von,ex:g'e•4.,ek".Cje'.iCiet'S.tt,N.'a'sR.Y,,

tfg'C.dOed.M.P'.'l,to.yk'e.tttie:dllh.ed•;gdii.:iten,,:o2gl{.$liepgkeh:•Xg.

Omf
is'

tiak90eO' forB"9iYOIIIdLgE:thhmiS'aann{itothemammkeO:t

 a referenee bo "Hardy Bros., of Alnick-
        " (p. 318), we have no fault to find,on-Tweed

t.h:lpg3.soanm-s•.sen.d,itg"g:twh.e,rs.lglll`tt,ChO.unw9EYd

\li.liiiim..,M•x,k'S,i'f'..,.'tts'g.,ge..sall'i,e.:,ill,X8,g-,`M,,di•illi{}II,\/i,

`fflll[llg{l:gyadeas.,O,li.Eii.n.ytoasorth.,eo.2.heili&W.ofO.lzahtiSe.w{in'.nd,

 he says :-
11of•/1/k///X,IE,gwt,.giklT\yllw:./Åé,',,bed"in-lii'//ii'll$/#i'•r.i,,,,,1mpilldli/:f

 xo,u.m,u.s.t,f,ot,o,,E.n.g.i,an,d,.a,nd,,lrkg8,h,e,gr.'Vd.ed,y,o.ute

/sihii.li•t?ny.k.hr.s-east.o,$ak.-e.l}si/R'kilill-eS-AgxadtrEW•M,,lk,.kun-'/ys,

i,llil'tq8'"SX'h,'//7I/lllÅé',/.o.rs`..li/ii.lii'I,Ii/i'lm!,/,./'O,Wo,',,tusS,//ili•li",iSg,1;'{eiSSIi•io$'/i•1/.,.,hi',Sf/tFl,:'us`if.2te,/\.

  tilitcerv.ttlliitlesi'i.&fi,e",)e,.s:IXdellltiC'k.ed..`.'e2da.Fvt.et,.tgshil&firC"l.Xtk,

'/$li.i,,,i'//!iliji:h//lili'li,e"S.he,,pete•lkw'ki,ilill.I,/ber,mmoo•//\'/1Åé'lg$'dh,d,,.',/lll/IIWfh.l,liiii/ili'ldiylsli,bk.dt,s//lillllims•

  entortaining to read.
  t..,"."EBe,,v...,a.n.'s.n,tmp.:te;"V.,iitllltrdigXb.ee.maad,h"dig.til•iii,Ot"eS,ik.to:Vie'itSg

  ,W..i'n.9Glfi},W.Illgnihh,•.aSiÅëi::'riseasoffeanth,ilng,.s,e2:

'g/rigc..llktiSpm//Åí-t•t"liti",w.i:i'ilhpeirt},'///liR9i[blklell.lilill'l:tt:,,i.E'

criticism, which we noticed ati lengt}h some
while since; and a volume of stories and
trifles whieh do not 1ack inimitable toiM}he6,
t,h.o,u.g .ht ley,,rgei.ud.e.gatysc.fafh,um,anour.m,o.re,

oountry.
  AMoNG new e(litions of interest is Mr'.
ftiI1111"me'ntS'?.O"LSit,IS."at'".ms,iO(nc.O.ftZbhe,.)S,Y.M,bO.idllg;

of delicate eritieism on vvriters who 1argely
tE.hr

n
bgOlugRh]IY :[t.5ii(.{Seue...O ]lesheaed"aep,til.IS:.tiMce.escotOfteWg"ilfct.hO,

    atulation, fer eriticism which deals:rit:ltgrideas rather than facts or anecdotes is

not pQpular in this eountry.
.lgiP6,,bg.EM,i'algf".:'C;g'..,`"l,,se,i'.'wWri:,llehn'

from the standpoint of the modam Roman
'lil./im1Åéadi.',iil,et,l/lliiliX'ufiseur,',,l"ll'/X"initelii'#'/yln'liP,usilld,lli/llllililo'/IIi't"i/IIIi//et.iesni•\"/lllili.lk,f

 gtfhgr,.ulil:rm63.3te.i.y.finTdhesP,e.a.C.efla,il.telitXg'ak'Y,.,

 eontroversial, but in mo way intolerant.

       NOTES FROM PARIS.
pig.",.I3P.NllS.K2iElfiuli,re.t.r,e.a•t.,•.a,t.V,er,s,:.ma.e.,s

ge,M.hi,etmpxhht.ep.,Et.h,,il,IIe.,nfu/l'btx",8.ma.as•tmpYe.2.

memoirs she wrote when she was eighty-two
t.h.e..K,ee

ge.'dOS.ry'ri'tM..Oe"tisl}eeedetteheC.y`ndarR.a"tfY

we think how old the lady-pamter was
                      s of her youth.                   daywhen she ptalled the
illed4e,•.gg{;,Ig3.dl.,of,,ghg,,}ll}.2,u,b,ij's.ee.d.ee.tti.;

,,r

.e

X,"e.S-Rillrii[1k•kte,l,ip,gfit{iililMii:•hnkgMigrmii'gell(lll.,

      Aim6 Martin's circle--.perhaps Airn6
kMarOtngi himseif. Therefore it was a good
/i'iilea.'..,pes,rtl"il;'1/9I,tigi.i,k"al,i",$f2,i,X,.,'Pa-.tin'\.ttame,li,,',.ge'Ii/liiii.iSe'"'",Fl.Iiiiti•Tlliig.es

s.h,e .s .pe.n
.t ,?..u.t.of,.B,ir.w.eg;.a,n2,t.he..pe.r.t.ragee6

 eame si oss in Romq Naples, Petersburg,
 and Iiondon.
  The womim-painter of Marie Antoinette's
 cout could describe with her pen the
 W,•..O:g,Il,l.Ylige,W.Af,3ih,e,t,i'm.,e•,.ju,sfi.as.s,efi

'gee.,PS,ym,..P.athY,.lllidlii,"8'.ig.h.tdPS'rr..ekde,.N,O'llpe.,

i.l,,E"gC
,oik:se

i..rlLb,&tgh:iS•ietad.f.'Y:'ie'tYb,hi,.Fil,lh't.wi.'i'in.tmagg.twh",e,p,h,l

g6.g'sf'ii':',.a/h..ff,p,.:l.illi.e..xt•e,`,.!h"i,ge'aro&•Mn's.gdh:/'.•iliSliag-,,ik:i•Iin

k,e.",,O..t6i'S.•,tS.evteorm,r,:xr/af,'.t`'ttea.raSn,,ee,n:gr{el],iiiiii-,IgeiianiÅéllllil'Iillliiitptl'illlO'oi

---

the address. The lettk)r is sealed with red•
YraaXekeand,dshtohlSiB`llSl'k/S71fe"ar'iyaltSOe"gdhes'illli"Cohf

the seal, whioh is most interesting anab
extracrdinary. I hope the publioabion of •
it in The Atheneua yeM letul to an explana-
t!.p,ic.tidh.peÅë".aes.:h}2e,dKi.s,ovpm.ry.?fttih,.eAse,ahi:

molean Mus6um, who has speeial kngwlecige.
,O

,f.e.".graf.V.ed.g.ei!'S.i.'bh.asthdge.thta.edhitohihSbeiMi.ff,es.di'

ll,/kp///-in••/il•lllills•/g/'/l/:,l:11S'i$oa,//1$•$tsilk'is•/ll'lll'kll//ng/El/Ii!1.,/k'i•

Etli,Sli:lwti :Eti:eimtm after refuting the oonieetures gf'

llili;7'N.'):rv''iitiR.IP.,'t:•lilllil8,l'.ds,x,ag,iei."h,'tfuFt;\1lee.se',gn/dmots.2hft..e.'i'illll'ill:',h..'.",'i

iinSwwjÅ} • S,i., .- ;1".
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  The result of the lood--which in most esse3
 oonsists'of weaSg gruel, badly-baked bread, s,uet,•
 and water---is disease in the form of ir)cesstmt,
 diardiÅqEa. This malalay, which ulimtnly withÅ}

most prisoneriB becomes a perma!ient (liseasq isl
I.sy.g.,e(.'o.lil2i;sed.,p,t:.,t,..i/u.,kOfli,i11i",n,,st\lt.ry-w:/rg,:.en',k,;,Sl:gdii

 into hofrpitaJ, where I remained for another two
 montbethe warders go round twiee or three
 times a day with astringent tnedicines, which they
 serve eut to the prisoners as a matt)er of oourse.
 Atfter abcut a weck of such treatment it Jg un-
 necassary to say that the medicine produces noI
l:ff?,%,at.aiii,.'.h&,"m:.:;gi:..r.lse,se,".e,'..i,,,sShhgn,le.f3i

 humiliating malady thah caii be eoneelved; and
 if, as often happens, he fails, physical weak-
 ness, to complet•e his requlrajresvolutions at the
 erank or the mil1 he is reported for idleness, and
 punished with the greatest severity and bruulity.

 Nor is this alL
   Nothing eari be worse than the sanitary ar-
 rangements of Engligh prisons. In okl dayB esK)h
 eell was prcvvided with a form of hrrine. These
 ]atrines have ncrvv hm suppressed. They erist no
 longer. A small tin vessel is tsupplied to taeh
ipalrlison'

oweedr toin'steemadpt'
yhiT thresloe

ptrBuatdaheyisanportiso'aloloewredist

 to have aeeess to the prison lavatories, exeeptl
 dirring the one bour when he is aS exereise. And 1
 after five o'eloek in the evaning he is nct tdilowed i
 to leave his ceU under any preteriee, or for any I
 reasen A man suffering from diarrh(Ea is conse- l
 quently placed in a position so 1oathseme thait it iu'nseemgnnnlyNlllY{itodw!lldoWne"'t.OnilSt'etkt)titiPn"didtobr9il

 tures tbat priscmers go thrcragh in consequenoe ofl
 tbe revolhng s2mitary mugements are quite in- i
ldeecribable. And the foul air of the prisen                                        cdls, .i

                                             ,  irKrressed by a s:.pxtan of ventilation th3t is utterly i
  ineffective, is so sickening and unwholeEK)me tut '
  it is no unmmn thing for puarders, when they
  crme in the moming ont of the fresh air Nxl
  open an(l inspect eaK)h oal1, to be violently gick
  I have eeen this rrryeelf on more tltan'three oecart
  slonB, and several 'of the vvarders have mentioned
  it to me as one o: tltsi) disgusting things thaS their

  oMce entails on them.
 1 The food supplied to prisonem Bhould be ade•
 l' quate and wholesome. It should not be of
  character as to produce tbe ineessant

                                      sueh a
                                    diarrhcea

that, at first)•amalady, bex)omes a permanent disease;
" The sanitary arTangements in Englislt prisons
' abculd be entirely altered. Every priiK)ner should ;
i be allowed to have aooess to the lavatoriee when ne
l cessary, and to anpty his slops skhen neoessary. The ;

                                      uttaly 1 present gystern',ofventilationineac1ieediis
 nsaless. The air comes throngh ehoked-up gratingsi.
 and through a smal1 ventilator in the dny barredI
 window, which is far too small, and too badlyt
 constructed, to mbit any adequate 'amount of
 fresli air. One is only allowed out of one's eell
,

 for one hour out of the twenty-four that oompogelll6e.!theinr}ggfi:hy6?.n.dkiiglrk;-fp'g!!!rijS•iz$i!IN.rdyair"'Itlif/eptioursoneisi,i2019-03-18Jissen Women's University Library49
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a are perfectly uselesg. Thcyoonststalriefiyofthird-
 raee badly-mitten religious boeks, so-oruled, written
e appsrently for ehildren, and ut•terly unk{ritable

' ifor cN{hen or fer anyone else. Prispners abould
 be amged to readi atid abould have whatever

i With regard to .the pu'ni hrneht of ins)omnia, it

l only exists in Chinese and ,in English pricons.
I ln China it is infiieted by plboing the prisoner in a l

lgmal1 bainboo oage; in Enginnd by means of thel
jpiaul: bed. The objeet gf the tilank bed is to pro-l
 duoe insomni& There is no ether objeet in it,l
 and it invariably sueeeeds. And even when one i
 is 6ubeequently allowed a hard mattress, as happens i
 in the ooursa of imprisonment, one still guffers from
 insornnia. For sleep, 1ike al1 vholesome things,
 us a habiU          Every prisoner who has been on a r
 plaDL bed sutfers f.Tvm inrmnia. ' rt is a revolting '}

 and ignorant punisiment.
  With regard tg the needs of tbe mind, Itng that i•

 you wi!1 aliow me to say somethng. i
  The present prison system seerns almost te beve
 for its airn the rmking and the degtruction of the
l':..o.,2"tt;::baft,J'.'.,etr•ilititsillillli}'etrPtsi,ilesi/rS.:,Iiihst'`tt.a";wty.tliPi'eeifi

t books, of all human interooutse, isolate(I from every

i humne aed humaniging influence, (x)ndemned to
!,::te:l:rgrsi,.,siL.en.e,e•t,,rolkl/g:fi,I.,of",gnteanrooi:x.,{:ilkh,gh.e,i

i animal, brutalinypd below the level of any of the
i.im.Ete.'e' gi;•:IIihOpnfi•gsth.eW.,'.etKh',,rdltetttWpboebise(x)mir)ooniingedill}-

 sane. I do net wish So dmll on these borrcrs;
 still less to exeite any nromenta,ry seritimenul
 interegt in these matters. 8o I will •me"aly, with
 ysur permissi(m, point (mt w, hat slxou!d be done.
  Every prisoner should ltave an adequate supp!y
 (rf good books. .At. p!usents during the first.

books they wimts and the boeks sbould be well- l

e,bo,se,," .'
,S.$`.P.'.eS,.e.nlalV.h.eee'eetienof.bodksFmadet

aalIIiitilllecitothseeePlltSSe?mt•..SYdgstmfouratmPr!S(Maeryllr,9?l.\i

 tvienty minutes each im This is quite wrong.
r A prisoner abould be aMoned to gee his friends mm :
' a month, and for a remmble time. The mie at t
i,p.pg.pe,',t','

,n .v.o ,g;u g.ofaf:xFhi.b.itipth:}fiel/:er,l:kg:rsL1•

: sygtem, the prisoner is either 1eeked mp in a large {,
i,1.l,,llg.?'coO.r'l:',iaili,V,,rge",:"l.d.e,rl.R:,Fhzi:'`.h.,".\/lli'l

 he is allowe(l to peelr. His friends are placed inl

 a mhr oage, some im or four feet distanN
 and dwo waaders stand between, to listen to, and, i
 if they wish, stop or. inberrupt the nmversation1
 gueh as it may be. I ptopbse that a prisoner should
 be allowed to see his relatives or friends in a
 room. I!hfl present regulations are inexpresslvelyi
 revolting and harassing. A vislt frm our rela-
 tives or friends is fo ev(}ry prigoner an intensifiear
 tion af humiliation and mental dist"esg. Many•
 prisoners, rather than suppcnt sueh an ordeal, refuse

,tosurt
prise(igli:irÅqtit!'ehneISoatnnalisstiAknodnei,seaiseinptoort.tsoayr,ioanem

 sees him in a rmm with a glass dcor. on the other ,
 slde of which staiKls the waader. Wim a man
 sees his wife and childirm, er hie parents, or his
 friends, he abould be a]1owed tJre same privi!ege.
 To be exhibited, like an ape in a eage, to pec,Ple}
 wha are fond of ene, ar)d Åquf wbom one is fond, isi

.a ix,edless and horrib}e degradntion. , ,
  IBtuy prisorier abou!d be allowed to write and ,
•reeeive e letter at teut onee a rn(mth• At pre6enti
:,.paeisan,c",edtoniteLs!It{tfl!!Fl-!tll!!!-Llll!!l!"mej

r'"r"-"irijNp-)ev-r.t - ptMiptia N!niwv..`'HXIfVte.' L
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                   .-Jt    With regard bo .the punishmsht of insemnia, it
  oaly exigts in Chinese opd ,in English priconB•
 l In enina it is infijetKxl by plmbg the prisondr in a

 l amal1'imboo eage; in England by means of tbe-,
  gfu'i:,l:g...,:hetPi'g.:of,til}gpll'e:*nkil,gE,h',`(.ipsixl

  ,and it invuriably suoeeeds.. And even when one i
  ;is. subsequently allowed a hard mbegs, ss happens i
  in the oourse of imprisonment, one still suffers from                                      i
  inscEmnia. For sleqp, 1ike al1 Tvholesome things,l
 . is a habik Every priconer who lras been on aS-t"
  plsok becl suffers from instmnia. " It in a twolthg `i
  Nttligrrorant-punislment. '
  y.Xrl'ltlllllTf/ft1.r.dtt.thto':li`l,",metOftlhiinemgind,. Ibegthati

    The present prison ttysteni ma alrmoet to hsve
  for its aim the wreeking andthe dbstmion of the

li":l'ii!"tt/&3f'i.•.,,gtliliFtr"iiltt'y9tsnvr.6d-'iilii'li/rg.:•IriilssltlltlF.tgekikPa's-$,

  } books, of all hurpwh inter(y )urge, isolaSnd from every
ig•ilill.-..aln;tifies/.ki[,,.U•M.op".n,'oSll,Ii:.fnntee-'oursOO..e.nd:lili?iii:,,•Rtii

  animal, bruithlipt below the leval ef any of the
  pmte-ereartrion, the mua,map wbo is oorrfirted in
  an Engiish prison can -lptrtd•ly eeeape beeoming in-
  sane. I do net wish Sb dvvell on these borrcrE;
  still lepa to excibe any oomentary Bentimerita1
  intuegt in these mattm 'So I wiil ,merdy, with
  your permission, boint (mt i.,vhat whould be done.
  . Every ptisener should linve an adequsbe gupply
 tcrf good boolcs.' At preseng during the first.
  three merrths of inprioonmeng one is allowe(l bo
  bebks st all, except s Bibhe, prayer-bc,ck ?bd
   !tymn-imk. After ttipt. ope is allowed one book
  s week. Erhat is not u;erely inade(}uabe, bet the
   bookS that eampese an brdinary prison librt"y
   are perfeetiy use!esnF Thcyeonsi'stchiefiyofthisd-
  rata badly-mitten religious .boolrs, so-ulled, writma
   appsrentiy foc eNdren,Itna ut-tetly unkuimble
   for eNdmn er fer anyone' else. PrirpnerB abould

g•

lg,ww,h.yge.(anl'gi::.;:g,d,flP.dlS:;gI(ISha6ulmedWl.:lgller.I

   ehoseza At presenZ the seIectien of bedks igrznde }

   by the prison-chaplaitu t
  ' Under tihe syBhm a 1rrisCMer is (M!Yi

                                      }

buua  ;..

""t2ai %

t )-•ltlkc,v(;(' '1

         --  tlt ua       '2"r"'

                                    I

, ti-tienty minutes each im T}iis iB quite wrong.
: A prisoner should be abt,vtied to see his friends enee r
l a month, and foc a mable im !IIhe mie at i
ipreBent in vogne of exhibiting a primner to higl
lfriends abould be alta'ed. "Under tbe presenS;
'itr'pSeri..t3Il'Slh/:ot?iltt.:,:'.'/"kttlXtilililtlki:'IIiii,il"ihlll'o`li'liiiitii:i'iiil/thl/,,

 :.,fflil.i?rt,:Il2}•,S;ZM2::edthnhr'e• dg:,ftl'tr,,,f,ee..t.di,st.an,M,,.

 ff"they wish, stop or. intinrrupt the nmversation 1•

 such as it may be. I pmpose that a prisoner should be aasoveed to see his relatmbs or friends in al

 room. !I!he present regu!ations are inexpressively i

 revo]ting and harassingc. A visit frm our relae
 tives or friends is tO evdrY prisoner an intuisificar
 tion af humiliatA'on and tmtal digt"ess. ManyE
 prisoners, ratiier than sgmp!t such an Åqndeal, refuse
 toeurp'n'g`ebed.irffriheI:lllS'ginealii2liAindoh:'s(mm.X&'tosa'r,i.ar.n.

?
 eees him in a room with a glass,door. on the other ,
 slde of which ,stands the 'vvardet. Wim a man ,.

?.:.' l:,lg,,wi.fe..ap.d,e.hld.'e.n,,•.er.e:::::/Ilii:1•,•&r.I:sF.I

 To •be exhibited, like an apo in a eaf;e)•to people t
 iwhe ,mp..fond of one, tmd of wbom one is fond, is1

.". mb ,ut boni b}e degradtrki(m. , , . ri-
•i IE)very prifrmer abould bo allovved to wribe ana i

1 r,eeeive ti lettu at tetast; onBe a month At prese"i i
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l',"Ilt;tls,ffgi;•s,,i,,,d,eq,,i:l:/:e.•,9n.e.of•,":g,t:rag,.ed,i,e.e,P.f

t [[Ehe feellirigs of matural affectiQn, like all otbe"
sifi2/IVIPtll.ll:...re(Aiui{?,i,l}o!,btet.,ffxiTf..Thteiy.,d,ie.e?.:llly,gg;

 tnot enougK to keep alive the gentler and moret
 1 humane affeetions by whi(ih ultimately the mature f
 1is kept sensitive to any fine er beautiful in-i
  fiuenoes that may heal a wreeked and ruinad 1ifa l
   The habit of muti!ating and expurgating pri- I
  sQners' letters sheuld be stopped. At preseng iff
  a prisoner in a letter makes any oomplaint of the i
   ltltLli?DaS'pSall'Flr8f`l!ttk8rllstiolln,"ufpho'n"t'h`ete'otllSereUhtaOnUd?1

  he makes any complaint when he spealcs to hisT
  friends bhrough the.bare of the eage, or the aper-i
 g ture of the wcxxlen box, he is brutaJise(1 by the t
 a warders, and reported fer puniShment every weck t
 l till his next vifrit eemes roiind, by whieh time he P
 l is expeoted to have learned, noe wisdom, but eun-t
.I'ii,le3fi.kW}an•s,tth',..i'R.otl•lilll:maiit9,'Siingse'l:':iii'iariiearne,lll'l:nt'iini'lil•;fill:t7:Åí'llinetlS/il,Ii

- l.I;i,ma.y-,tr.e,spa.,sgertou'YO,ur.,,SP.a`'",,.dfO,•.r",li.'`urtlei.onadli!:g'

 S artiele that no pribon ehaplain sbould be all(yvved
 ''li to have any eare' or etnployment outside the prison

  itscSlf. But thig is a matt)er of no moment. The
  prison cltmp1aius are entirely useless. They are,
:• as & elass, mell-intming, but foolislr, indeed sllly
 1 men [Irhey'ste of no he}p to any ptsoner. Once
 igVneery'ggo;ei'iYVXIIXI,OlihkOtahekee'betpUrniain'in..thbee.i.OOt.Ogi

 1 stnnds, of course, at attenbion. He mb onel
  wh6ther one has been reading the Bible One,
                                     +  angwers "Yes" or "No," as the ease may be. H6
 'i' then quoteg a fewv textLR, and goes out and 1oeks the.

 idO.O.".S.Oue,l.h2hth'Vdeen8'kmeinowedinhoid'

 l sny ernptoyment (nTtaide the pris()n, er to have
 l.Ii:lli:lig'th"tc:Pplili•illit?llilllrtkliiÅr;i.l:iih.aPvreiso'iilil":)liiiiii.xitog•,r;•}f:":.i,

 ,held sppoimments in other -:'ngti'tuticns.
]The eonsequence is that the health of the prisoners
:• is entirtily neglet,ted, and tire fwitary eondition of
t glaLe prison eruirely overlooked. As a elsbes I re-

` {tard, end have always from my earliest youth
: regarded, imrs as by far the most Eumane pro-
•fesgion in the community. But I must malce an .

 er[eeptien for prison dmra They are as,far as I
 (mme armss thern, and from wh&t I saw of them
 in hogpital hmd else"Fthere, hntai in mgnnaf, ooarse
 in tempmmq anct utterIY indifferent to the health •
 of the prisoners er their oomfort. U ptis(m doe,tors
- were ptohibited `mm private praetiue they would
 be compel!ed to tnke tKrme interest m the health
i aiKl sanitaiy oondibon of tihe people urttler thir •'

 charge. I haye tried to indicate in my letter a' few L
    of the refcrms neoessary to eur English prison(
    system. They are gimplq practica3, and humana l
  ' lhey are, crf oourse, enly a beginning. But it is    time that a beginning should be madq and it (dii'l

   '` only be staft;ed by a strong presgure of public i
   . upinien formiarised in your 1ptverful paPer, and t

' ''
lfhOaSt

.B21/illttObbyetYeseampAnliltetle'affi'rgt,O'MShS:Ilepcteliai;l]IiisTIXil:l.fl

                              .   imost difi}oult tulc is to humanise the governors oÅí
   itptSOE:agsi,`,O.illtil!Ii7.Xlf,l,,Fklllll.f"'s,andtoChristianisel

   l E'HEAUTHOR OF ,rrIE `"IBAILmo   i OFREL".DPWGGAOL,, i,
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This is quite imdequata One of the traiiediets of
prison life is that it turns a man's heairt to stoT,e
Tlro fealings of natural affection, -like al1 otbe"
feelingeq require to be fed. They die easlly o{
inanition. A briaf letter, four times a yoar, is
n' ot enougfi to keep .alive 'the gent•ler and morg
humane aifections by which ultimtely tlro. nat•ure
is kept sensitive to any fine er 1mautiful in-
ftuenoes that may heel a wreeked and ruined 1ifa
 The habit of .innti!ating and expurgating pri-
moers' -letters shoula be stoppad. At pteseng if'
a prisoner in a letter makes any oomplaint of the
prisoD systm, that• portion qf his !etter is eut out
wtfh a pair of scissors. lls upon the other ltaoridi
he makes any complant when he. spealcs to• 'his
friends through the,.baire of the eage, or the aper-
ture of the wocxleriboxi he is imtndised by the
warders, and reported fer punisliment every wealt
till his next vigit mmes rodnd, by whieh tirne he
is expeeted to have learned, nct wisdome buF cun-
ning, and one almays learns that It is one of
the few bhings that one does tm in prinn• Fob
tmtely, the abher things are, ' i4. pte in- stan9PS,,

of higher import. t'-' ':v,• - ,
  rf I msy teeepass ofi your rpaee for a liule 1origer,

may I saly this? You guggested in your 1eading                                      l'
uticle' thaS} nQ ptbon ehaplain shou}d be al!cywed ,

!-+.

tt ..t

-

..  i-

t'.,- !{,
 J ''t:

i' iz-It-••,-,:.:t,,hafif.vegyt:ufit/'iouu,.emhice[;::oyMtlllft.ou.te.i'dum':l1t.Pri[i\1',

   prison ghnplaiis are antin,ly useless. Ther are,
tL..takl as a class, vy,ell-miming, bet fooliS!t, indee(1 sllly :

  •i,si men [Irheey are at no help to any prisoner. 'Once
 "'eS every gix pukrekp'or so a kBy turas in tihe 1ook of

•

k,o,n.eAs.e,alikg.•,,.,oois.';y'1,th.',,;ll/::g•..hin.e."ttO.."g

  ii whetiher o.i're has been reading the Bibla Onel
  ,..I armrs "`Yleep" or "No," as the caee may be, H6
  'Ul then quotes a ferv texts, and go{)B out and locks the -

'

r'

i:tti.',./..S.O,,.$mmg:;•::,'s.."esbo.ii':loliuili•gXesrk,g.osa,t.'a.`'t.,.i.Il,{}:..,',',.e.w.i2i'

  l/ : t:;:pm!, tJtea pr }/ r;g:edo(\ :al:/ ave i:igua:si\.:la,, if .trmutd t

'

-••

ii/illgtlld6b,etl:llPttoM.ei,nthts.ti.hee.dtseritdit".puettio.R.s•,.

 -'. -a ig entirely naglebted, and the sanitary conditiou of
,,,Ftktignard,g-eprl:aerhaztirSgel"ma('vyer.1oof.k.ed..yAsdihf2cesyl..rte-hg

   1 regaxded, (imors as by far the most Eumane pro-
  -l -,ifesslon in the eommunity. But I-must make an
 I" .i•eKeErptien for prison (kwtors Ther are as,Åíar as I
•: 'eaine sbervss than, and from whaa; I saw of than
    in hogpita1 dnd 61sewhere, brutaJ in imaf, coarse '
   l in temperameng and utterIY indifferent to the health •
    of the'prisoners er tlteir oomfort. li prison doetors
  '"I were prehibited `Lroin privatz) practico they would
i 1 bo compelled to take mne interest m the hea2th ....
   , an(l imoitary. oondibon of the pe(7ple under W
   "1, chtuge. I have tried to indicat)e in my letter a'few t

    of tl}e reforms neoessary to eur Engliish prison
 ,-- system; TEboy are slmplq praetica1, and hmma
 ,S'ii"s" lhey are,- crf course, only a beginning. But it is..',

  ,'•time that a beginning should be miq and it ean
 -'"-only be stat'ted by a stmong prestmre of public
 i'V , (rpnion fortminrised in your pcmerÅíul paPerr, and

ii./. 'fotstered by it. •e j t
l'L -' '1'1 But to make pm titie6e raforms dieetma1, mb t

,.ir'--ai ih,."l"ttleei/iki,':.inll,Shimfu'it'`l4..i'•"lriIlll;,ith.2.Y:

   lll,!mo)e'IIIitli,IIisiilain,si".V•ili,ll,liS,IIIillSiliuii/P/tfutilttxee.,b.",,t,.:.'.mnC."'iSSipmiS. "'.,,J.Ii

                        tl     t.Majeehop, ' rL'.-• . -."
     ltt t.t t                             '  tt                        . .-  ttLtt-tt 't ]'         '
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OUR PRISON SYSTEM.

 t

     THE TORTURERS.• .
  xISnglireebed by a 1ettu'to t2)s `'Chrcmicle" from
 tbe anthee of " Ne thllad, of 1tadi rg GooV']

 !l!he key is tuned; beforp.my eyes

                        ' Ne gsrnislied torture-dwztber lies;,
 A burnished plaee, without a stain,
 With speekless galleries of paip; '

The moody terturers behinde
 Th' experienbed wreckers of the mind.

O then their hellish task began,

To maddan me tiheir fellov man;
' To take a human optm fair,

!EEhen loose an idiot to tlse air.

'Tvras God who said "Let there be ligptl "

But they restore the dreadful night;

The instErumerits af ehaas, they

I sav the green Atlsnta'c sveen
k

suth slDw 1night} danee vithin my cell•

4' -- s-' '' "= -- '- j'' i. .' trr .

N

             x"
O.axligh,`A,,t7 ,'pt",,,t ,'

Rdll b6cl; tihe glmm upon HiS daY. '1,

llrd merest darlrnesi did t2)cy. find .

To wrap my selitarr mind; ;,
                          'fi.l,.l'S,:oPpe6l3dhe'b;,tnyt:tt'arMfuii.llil.thellli.iiiiitilliii.edi.d,'/1,S"':'

Out af his scliane, to a blank vorld, -
Where no thing grew, nor •ims tlrerg "'
                          i'  sound,
Only a htiMtikrs2iss witihorrt bc!und; f
Even (]inst in mb a gulph vras 'baind,

And grvped fcEr me, bot could bot fud. ;

Yet savlan the eim night ,, , ":
                           ,Roses tint` drippe(l with mparops bright,
                         "

'i'

:

-

s

,. : ,-; . SF -
 ;-tt.l./. It

:

'

N

v

  n .. i 1:-,.
Resesandoeeandissppeared,' tAnd then tihe darkriess me Ueared.

h',lallt.:ne,,.`nil'g,e,stI:gm,.tuda,mx•

And by sueh terror wss unnaatmed,
I could haV6' lrissed that cruaf hand,

Eternal hunger did tlrey use

My reason sl(rwly bo confnse;

And to the grave they kept me nigh,
.ybt would noti let me wholly die: ''
                      A-"I,Ever half-in, hdi"out of deathg

I drew a ealonlatod breath; '

.  -,`ic tre

  .

14

ag' My eyes frvm slumber did taiay keep,

,E-g.efighrma',?8.d.,ea,rn.,(l}.t.el/iltel..ee.t.Pl

 1 felt; and to a man would kneal;

 Before him like a brute veuld lie, -

 And 1ift to him a shiiÅ}ing eye.

 My wife to view lpt husband dame;

 Imas inured to every slmure: '
 Caged like an ape, my anties piayed,

 Until abe fied frora me aShaid.
 No mare can I recail, until,
 wten on me(they had worked their will,

 I siowly climbed the vinding stsair,
' And dnfted helpless dmugh the air.

           SIEEPHEN ?EmmPS.
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OUR PRgSON SYSTEM.

 f
      THE TORTURERS.i .
tSnggesbecl by e 1ettu'to tShg "Chronicle" from

 tare anthor of " {I]he Ballad. of lbeadinrg Gaol."]

  The key is turned; befonI.my eyes
  Tbo garnished torture-chaimLber liesi, '

  A tmhe(l place, withcut a stain,
  With spsckless gaderies of psip;

  The moody torturers behind,
L, th' experieribed wre(tikers of the mind.

O then their hellish task begsm,

To maddan me their fellov man;
To take a humaii (xpature fair,

Nen loose an idiot to the at•
'1}vras God who said " Let there be liglrt! "

But they restore the dreadful night;

The instmuments of ehaas, 'they

Rbll back the glmm upan HiS dsY. ,

Th6 merest darlmeks did tl)cy, find

To wrap my so! tary mind;
So deep, that) I no mare believed,

Nor boped; but fearfuNy conceived
That I Giod'g ereatue had been hurled,

out of his scherrre, to a btsnk world,

W. here no thing grew, mor •was

   seund,
Onlyablacknessvithoutbpand; f
Even (thrist in mb a gulph ,ras 'blind,

Ansl gpaped fcttv m6, bob eould bot find.

Yet stsvran the ebon night ',

               L
O.abtLZ,`",,f;l,11il,,'g

there •t'g•-

                             tt
Ros. es that drippe(! with raipdrvps bright

Itiw the gpeen Atlsntic suell '
1 itih slow brig!!t danco vitu my eell• .-

/"

'

't' • -' "

itilS"""if\scvrw Jij;e;y2se

1 Reses and oeean distNppeared, L
    And then the dar!s iess morse I feered.

    k',la:P.:"e,,•.ca"2,etssege,p..da,,m'•

 1 dnd by sueh terror vas unrnanned,
 I ! could hati6 kissed that eruaf hand,

ll Eternal hunger did tlrey use '
    My reason slowly 'to confuse; i
    And to the grave they kept me nigh,
    ,Y6t would nob let me wholly dib: '
                              sste    Ever half-in, half•out of deathl '
   ,I drewaealculated breath; i '
   { My eyes from slumber did tliqy ]veeP,

    ];yes that had earned eternal sleep.
    Sueh humbleness as none abould fee1

    1felt•; snd toaman w{mld lmeal; `
    Before him like a brate weuld lie, •

1 Andlifttohirnashiftingeye.
    My wife to view llpr husband 6ame;

    I ytas inured to every abame:
    caged lil 6 an ape, my antics played,

' Vntil she fied from me ainid.
 /    No mare (Nm I recall, until,
    When on me{they had werked their will,

    ! siovly climbed tihe winding sttrir,
   L Aitd (lrifted halpless tihrough the air•
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