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VANTTY  TATE.

LONDON, NOVEMBER 21, 1874

MEN OF THE DAY.—No. XCI.

MR. ALGERNON CHARLES SWINBURNE.

WITH an Earl and a Baronet for his grandfathers
and an admiral for his father, Mr. Swinburne
should have run his life into very ordinary, reputable, and
commonplace grooves. But he was of too strange, violent
rebellious, enthusiastic, sickly a nature to become any one
of those professions or occupations open to ordinary men
of ordinary complexions. He scandalised his contemporaries
at Eton by becoming an adept at writing Greek verses
and by shutting himself up for study to the neglect and
in contempt of all the athletic exercises. At Oxford he
was regarded as a moral and intellectual  pickle,” given
over beyond the hope of redemption to licentious dreams,
strange dissipations, and learning not favourable to the
profession of theology. He very narrowly escaped rustica-
tion, left the University without taking any d ree, and is
now at the age of seven-and-thirty the oldest t dergraduate
on the books of his college. Spending then sc ae time in
Italy he discovered that he too had gemus, and at twenty-
four he published his first works, in which nobody as yet
saw any proof of it. But at twenty-seven he commanded
attention by his ¢ Atalanta in Calydon,” and at twenty-
eight he produced in ‘¢ Chastelard” one of the finest and
boldest poems published in this generation. The next
year his * Poems and Ballads ” recognised and glorified
so daringly and so powerfully that sexual passion which
we are all agreed has been suppressed by Religion, Civilisa-
tion, and Parliamentary Government, that they were pro-
nounced disgraceful and indecent and that the publisher
withdrew them.\,;suddenly from circulation, thereby adding
enormously to their sale and popularity. In 1871 he printed

“Songs before Sunrise,” a republican rhapsody of no other |
consequence than that whxch it derives from the play of |
Mr. Swmbumg’s 1magmatxon a.nd the polish of his verse; :
~and ‘he has this year given to us ‘ Bothwell,” of whlch

nly defec\ is tha.t it also is hxstoncal

For imagination, for variety and force of fleshly images,
and for agility and ingenuity in the ordering of the bits
of coloured glass of the poetic kaleidoscope, Mr. Swin-
burne has no equal. Himself by nature erotic, if not
erotomaniac, he is the only modern poet of the flesh,
as which he has appropriately reminded hxs con-
temporarie‘s that there are still men and women in
the world as well as church-goers and tax-payers.
With a grand contempt for criticism and consequences
he says what is in him, and has only the more applause
that others in whom also it is, dare not say it and will
even only secretly read it. In an age of hypocrisy the
path he has chosen is a dangerous one, but he has
trodden it with boldness and success. Yet he has made
the mistake of leaving this path, which he knows, for that of
politics, which he knows not, and for which his organisation
peculiarly unfits him. He: does not reason, he sympathises.
Rejecting the common fashions, yet incapable of touching
with his finger the realities of things, he lands after all
upon a fashion uncommon and pretentious yet none the
more real. His notions of public policy are those of an
enthusiastic school-boy. He believes in Mazzini. He has
grand ideas of Liberty; none of Law, which has yet to
find a singer. Personally he is nervous, excitable, explo-
sive, rebellious, graphic, and ready in revolt against all
revealed religions and moralities ; and just as no punctua-
tion can hold his luxuriance of speech, so no social laws
can control his acts. Admirable in many great things he
is la.menta.ble in many small, sometimes merely a poet, he
is often a seer and a revealer of deep-lying truths; and,
taking him for all in all, is a figure of a man interesting,
wonderful and admirable because he is quite unlike all
other men.
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A pair of esthetics before you, you see;
There are none S0 ‘‘intense’or ¢‘consumimate’’as we,
We worship the ‘““beautiful’® wherever it be,

We are so utterly utter!
In attitudes graceful we always recline,
Write ballads, whose leaning no man can divine,
And *“‘live up’’to teapots of high - art design,

We are so utterly utter!:

In postures ecstatic we oft may be seen,

Before some of Whistler’s «tarrangements in green,”’

Pretending of course that we know what they mean,
We are so utterly utter!

We scorn all those artists who paint what is real,

We could live on the beauties of classic ideal,

And the sight of Burne— Jones is to us quite a meal,
We are so utterly utter '

TSP AT i g M o B S ACREE

At classical music our pulses quite thrill,
And our breasts with emotions so transcendent fill,
That you'd think we were both taken suddenly ill,
We are so utterly utter!
Though our great minds the state of the Drama appals,
And Dramatic High Art for no sympathy calls,
We patronise sometimes the Lyceum Stalls,
We are so utterly utter!

T K et

In drawing-room society we’re deemed far from dense,

Conversation with ladies we always commence

By passionately murmuring‘‘Oh, are you intense’” VS
We are so utterly utter!

With animal food our acquaintance is slight

But sunflowers and lilies suit our small appetite,

And we f{ind peacock’s feathers nutritious and light,
We are so utterly utter'
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Two new Novels.

[}all Mall Gazette.

Pleasing and Prattling.

]}’all Mall Gazette.

Balzac in English.

LPall Mall Gazette,

Be'ranger in England.

[Pall Mall Gazette,

Ben Jonson.

[Pall Mall Gazette,

A Ride through Morocco.

[Pall Mall Gazette.

The Poet's Corner.

J}all Mall Gazette,

The Children of the Poets.

|Pall Mall Gazette,

Jissen Women's University Library

Sep. 16, 1885] v U
Aug. 4, 1886.] v U
Sep. 13, 1886‘.] s
April 21, 1886.] v L
Sep.20, 1886.] ':/ L
Oct. 8, 1886.] e

Sep. 27, 1886.] Vit g

Oct. 14, 1886.] e

49
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\The Letters of a Great Woman, [

The Children of the Poets.

[Pa11 Mal1 Gazette. Oct. 21, 18863 y “

A Politician's Poetry.

&hll Mall Gazette. Nov. 3, 188621 v T

Mr. Symonds' History of the Renaissance.

kall Mall Gazette. Nov 10, 1886;] v

A "Jolly" Art Critic.

[Pa11 Mall Gazette. Nov. 18, 1886.] L

An Art Critic and his "Sententiae". {-:;zwm; (Rﬂ/;i% b ohwe!

| |
[Pall Mall Gazette. Nov. 23, 1886.| VL~

A "Sentimental Journey" through Literature.

[Pall Mall Gazette. Dec 1. 1886] v

"Half Hours with the Worsgt Authors®.

{

[Pall Mall Gezette, Jan. 15, 1886,] L

i
f

}?all Mall Gazette. Mar. 6, 1886;] v U
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New Novels.

t?all Mall Gazette. Oct. 28, 18863 Ve

A Modern Epic.

[Pan Mall Gazette., Mar, 13, 1885.] b

AlLit erary Pilgrim o

|Pall Mall Gazette. April 17, 1886.| +1/

The Ethics of "Appropriation" (Letter concerning criticism
in Pall liall Gazette of Dec., 11, 1886,.)

[Pa11 1a11 cazette. Dec 13, 1886, v &

Two Biographies of ‘Sir Philip Sidney.

[Pe11 Ma11 cazette. Deo 11, 1886, &

Common Sense in Art.

[Pall Mall Gazette, Jan. 8, 1‘887.] v

Miner and Minor Poets. ‘ i;

I_Pa.ll lMall Gazette, Feb.l, 1887.] v 1

Letter complaining of Criticism of Sketches in Prose and Verse, i

which appeared in Pall Mall Gazette, Feb i, 1887%. y
[i_)ramatia Review, Feb. 19, 188’7_.] 51
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The Poet and the Editor. (Letter to the Editor on the same

subject as the last.  |Pall Mall Gazette, Nov 20, 1888 | SV

A New Calendar.

lPan Mall Gazette. Feb. 17, 188'7.] v

The Poet's Corner.

—

[Pali Mall Gazette. March 8, 1887.] Ly

Great Writersg by Little Men.

EPall Mall Gazette. March 28, 1887;] V/'L//

A New Book on Dickens.

Lpall Mall Gazette. March 31, 188'7;] v

Our Book Shelf.

[Pall Mall Gazette. April 12, 188'7.] v

A Cheap Edition of a Great Man.

E?all Mall Gazette. April 18, 1887.] v

Jissen Women's University Library -




Mr. Morris's Odyssey.

[}all Mall Gazette. April 26, 1887J Vi

i . |

A Batch of Novels.

{}all Mall Gazette. May 2, 1887.]_ V”Z/

The Poets' Corner.

: : |Pa1 ¥a11 Gazette. May 30, 1887, v

Mr, Pater's imaginary Portraits.

[Pall Mall Gazette. June 11, 1887,J i o

A Good Historical Novel.

LPall Mall Gazette. Aug. 8, 1887.] v

Two Biographies of Keats.

[Pa11 Mall Gazette. Sep. 27, 1887, YV

The Unity of the Arts.

[Pal1 3all Gazette. Dec 12. 1887]. v ¥~

Art at Willis's Rooms.

[ sunday Times. Dec. 25, 1887, v/ 8

2019-03-18
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A Scotchman on Scottish Poetry.

[?all Mall Gazette. Oct., 24, 1887;] v Vv

"Sermons in Stones” at Bloomsbury. The New Sculpture Room

at the British Museum.

[Pa11 wa11 gazette. oct. 15, 1087.| V' ¥

Sir Charles Bowen's Virgil,

[Pa.ll Mall Gazette Nov. 30, 188'7.] VL

Arigtotle at Afternoon Tea.

[fall Mall Gazette. Dec. 16, 1887;] e

Early Christian Art in Ireland.

LPall Mall Gazette. Dec. 17, 1887 ] o &

The Poets' Corner.

Lpan Mall Gazette. Jan. 20, 1388.] v

Mr, Morris's completion of the Odyssey. :
v

[ball Mall Gazette. Nov, 24, 1887.]

e




Venus or Victory.

ZPall Mall Gazette. Peb, 24, 1888.] v v

ey T G T

E
| Mr. Mahaffy's new Book. 3
| |
,‘ [Pall NMall Gazette. Nov. 9, 188'73 ol
The Poets' Corner.
i # ‘ . [Pa11 a1 Gasetve . Aprid 6, 1888, V Lr
d
{
., M, Caro on George Sand.
[Pal] Mall Gazette., April 14, 1888._—1 vV
‘ The Poets' Corner.
| Pa11 Mall Gazette. Oct. 24, 1888, >+
! :

Mr. Morris on Tapestry.
Eia ‘ )_Pall Mall Gazette. Nov. 2, l8es ] '/‘/
!3
i Sculpture at the "Arts and Crafts". 4
t! :
‘z ' 5 Leg . [Pa.ll Vall Gazette. Nov 9, 1888.] VV ;
|
The Poets' Corner. §
i !
..‘l : S
i [Pa11 Ma11 Gezette. Nov. 16, 1888.] U/ v !
| i
1

mtee
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Printing and Printers.

[Pa11 Mall Gazette. Nov. 16, 1888,| ¥

N 1AM

The Beauties of Bookbinding.
e
[Pe1l Mall Gazette. Nov. 23, 1888.1 + ¥ ¥ |
|
Ve The Close of the "Arts and Crafts".
1 g P
| [Pall Mall Gazette. Nov. 30, 1888.]
{
;j ; , : Sir Edawin Arnold's last Volume.
! e
[Pall Mall Gazette. Dec 11, 1888.)
? Australian Poets.
;; |[Pall Mall Gazette. Dec. 14, 1888,] .
Poetry and Prison.
; v : [fall Mall Gazette, Jan. 3, 1889£] Vg

e T

i . o3 » The new President.
; | Pal1 Mall Gazette. Jan. 26, 1e89.] Y [
3

—

The Gospel according to Walt Whitman.

[Pall Mall Gazette. Jan. 25, 1889, - b

2019-03-18 Jissen Women's University Library 56 %
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One of the Bibles of the World.

[Pall Mall Gazette. Peb. 12, 1889,] V&

Poetical Socialists.

T T IDReOe

[Pali Mall cazette. eb. 15, 1889, Vb

L A R S S SR G

Mr. Brander lMathews's Egsays.

| | | |Pall Mall Gazette. Feb. 29, 1889, V1

i Mr. William Morris's last Book.

;. | e |Pall Mall Gazette. Mar 2, 1889.] ¥

The Poets' Corner.

ii | | | | Pa11 a1l Gazette. March 30, 1889 <

Mr, Proude's Blue Book.

| | |Pal1 Ma11 Gazette. April 13, 1ss9,] ¥ ¥
n ‘ < Adam Lindsay Gordon.,
f | ‘ | |Pall Mall Gazette. Mar. 25, 1889, /U

Ouida's new Novel.

: 1 . Wl
: [Pa11 Ma11 Gazette. May 17, 1689 ] |

1

b A ; RS : v
b ;

¥
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A Thought Reader's Novel.
[Pall Mall Gazette. June 5, 1889.] /1

The Poets' Corner.
[Pall Mall Gazette. June 24, e, VY

Mr, Swinhburne's last Volume.

[?al¢ Mall Gazette. June 27, 1889;J vV

Three new Poets.

|Pall Mali Gazette. July 12, 1889.] “¥

The American Invasion.

[court and Society Review, Mar. 23, 1867
b

: x 5 5o The Poets' Corner.
/ ;
[Pall Mall Gazette. Feb. 15, 1888,]\ V'

L////"The Harlet's House.
[Dramatic Review. April 11, 1885.] v/

L/// Hamlet at the Lyceunm.
[ Dramatic Review. May 9, 1685.)
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