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VANIT;ML FAIR
               N
    LOIVDON DECEMBER g,,iop7,

,){ "Book" at this mtment. He writes bravely; and he also

   evolves ,violent "caricaturc}$" of quite respectable persons;

   but he is much ablerxwith the pen than with the pencil.

   He is no respecter of persens; yet in private life he is

  quite an amiable young fellow, who is a half-brother of
  M,r, Beerbohm Tree. Nevertheless, he has insulted more

  peQple than any other bby' of his years; and he is fu11 of
  fiffgcktilk/,Ti',;••.,?f,g,hil.c,hda",",'",M.eg,,ZS,Z":q,ZC,e,tS:,h.e,CPjgg',,?8

  his friends say that he knows his way about.

  . He likes to be called "Max," even by his enemies;
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           MEN OF THE DAY.•--No. XCI.

                                              '      MR. ALGERNON CHARLES SWINBURNE.

       ITH an Earl and a Baronet for his grandfathers W 'and ah admiral for his father, Mr. swinburne

 should have run his life into very ordinary, reputable, and

 commonplace grooves. But he was of too strange, violent

 rebellious, enthusiastic,' sickly a natura to become any one

 of those professions or occupations open to ordinary men

 of ordinary complexions. He scandalised his contemporanes

 at Eton by becoming an adept at writing Greek verses
 and by shutting himself up for study to the neglect and

 in conternpt of all the athletic exercises. At Oxford he

 was regarded as a moral and intellectual "pickle," given

 over beyond the hope of redemption to licentious dreams,

 strange dissipations, and learning not favourable to the

  profession of theology.. He very ,narrowly escaped rustica-

  tion, left the University without taking any d ree, and is

  now at the age of seven-and-thirty the oldest t dergraduate

  on the books of his college. Spending then s( ae time in

  Italy he discovered that he too had genips, and at twenty-

  four he published his first works, in which nobody as yet

  saw any prooC of it. But at twenty-seven he commanded

  attention by his "Atalanta in Calydon," and at twenty-

' eight"heproduced in "Chastelard" one of the finest and

  boldest poems published in this generatio.n. The.next
  year his " Poems and Ballads" reg,ognised and glorified

  so daringly and so powerfu11y that sexual pqssion which

  we are all agreed has been suppressed by Religion, Civilisa-

   tion, and Parliamentary Government, that they were pro-

   nounced disgraceful and indecent and.that the publisher

   withdrew them suddenly from circulation, thereby adding

   enormoi)sly to their sale and popularity. In i87i he printed

   " Songs before Sunrise," a republican rhapsody of no other

   consequence than that which it derives from the play of

   Mr. Swinburne's imagination and the polish of his verse;

   and he has this year given to us "Bothwell," of which

   the only defecE,.is that it also is historical.

                t-       -                                       '

.,,,,L.,f"fL/
I'ii,'' ' ,'''.:i "i:..pt

';ta'iab'diJ'(tw"

       '                                               ttJ

   For imagination, for variety and force of fleshly images,

and for agility and ingenuity in the ordering of the bits

of celoured glass of the poetic kaleidoscope, Mr. Swin-

burne has no equal. Himself by nature erotic, if not
erotomaniac, he is the only modern poet of the flesh,

as which he has appropriately reminded his con-
temporaries that there are still men and women in
the world as well as church-goers and tax-payers.
With a grand contempt for criticism and consequences
he says "hat is in him, and has only the more applause

that others in whom alsd it is, dare not say it and will

even only secretly read it. In an age of hypocrisy the

path he has chosen is a dangerous one, but he has
trodden it with boldness and success. Yet he has made
the mistake of leaving this path, which he knows, for that of

politics, which he knows not, and for which his organisation

peculiarlyunfitshim. He•does not reason, he sympathises.

Rejecting the common fashions, yet incapable of touching

 with his finger ihe realities of things, he lands after all

 upon a fashion uncommon and' pretentious År'et none the

 more real. His notions of public policy a.re those of an
                                         , enthusiastic school-boy. He believes in Manzini. He has

 gra.nd ideas of Liberty; none of Law, which has yet to
 find a singer. Personally he is nervous, excitable, explo-

 sive, rebellious, graphic, and ready in revok against all

 revealed religions and moralities ; and just aS no punctua-

 tion can hold his luxuriance of speech, so no social laws

 can control his acts. Admirable in many great things he

 is lamentable in many small, sometimes mereiy a poet, he

 is often a seer and a revealer of deep-lying truths; and,

                                           -- taking him for all in all, is a figure of a man mteresting,

 wonderful and admirable because he is quite unlike all

 other men.
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                                     At classical
                                     And our breasts

                  '
                                        ,:

                                     We patronise

               .

                           '(t

                                    Conversation with
                                    By passionatelY

                            ' But sunt}owers
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l
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    desthetics hefore you, you see; '
        so "intense,,or f`consummate"as we,
     the '`beautiful" Wherever it be,
               VV'e are so utterly utteri
     graceful vve always recline,
      whose meaning no man can divine,
         teapots of high-art design,
               We are so utterly uti er ! •

---
--.or * ek...--L

    ecstatjc we oft may be seen,
        Whistler's"arrangements in green;•'

      course that we know what they mean,
               We are so utterly utter!
     those artists who paint what is real,
      on the beauties of classic.ideal,
      of Burne- Jones is to us quite a mealD
              We are so utterly utter!

                              '

"-- '-"År- ek RÅq".----

    music our pulses quite thrill,
        with emotions so transcendent fi11,

        we were both taken suddenly ill.
              We are so utterly utter!
         minds the state of the Drama appals,
     High Art for no sympathy calls,
    sometimes the Lyceum Stalls,
              We are so utterly utter!

-- ").h.v ek -s".-`---

                                          ,
        society we're deemed far from dense
                                           '        ladies we always commence
       murmuring"Oh,are you intense?"
             We are so utterly utter!
       our acquaintance is slight
      and lilies suit our small appetile,
   peacock's feathers nutritious and light,

             We are so u"erly utteri '
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