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fl t-r .'..-M- '. "en-ny-

     '      7281. ,

    Telephone :
   HoLBoRN 6600.
    (12 Lines.)

N

+ Ht-f r"-' ' VT' "H'

 orlre

1785

             ,., "9

   Åëimes

                     '        x/
PRtNTING HOUSE SQUARE,
            LONDON, E.C4.

   '

    The Edllor of Tthe 7'imes Presenls his

            '• coznPlimenls and desires lo acknowletlge wilk

 .  thanks lke co"znzunication kindly senl /zim.
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           PREFACE

FoR a long time considerable curiosity

has been expressed about the manu-

script of DE PRoFuNDis, which was
known to be in my possession, the
author having mentioned its existenee

to many other friends. The book re-
quires little introduction, and scarcely

any explanatiori. I have only to reeord

that it was written by my friend during

the last months of his imprisonment,
that it was the oL!!ul!L-!!!g!!t-k --h-e •wrpate

w.-.-hvl!Lt in prison, and the 1ast work

in prose he ever wrote

"

llli

x
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vi ' DE PROFUNDIS
of Reading Gaol' was not planned or

even composed until he had regained
his liberty.År

  In sending me instruetions with re-

gard to the publication of DE PRo-
FuNDis, 0scar Wilde wrote :-

  `Itlon't aefend my conduct. Ieuplac'n

it. Also there are in my letter certain

passages which deal wz"th my mental
developament in ln"dson, ana the inevit-

able evointion of m.y character and in-

tellectual attitude towar(ls life that has

taken jplace .' and I want you and others

who still stana by me and have affection

                     tfor me to know ewaetly in what mooa
and manner I hope to faee the world.

Of course, from one point of v3'ezv, I

jlmozv that on the dey of my release
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           PREFACE vii
I shall be mereZy passing from one prison

into another, and ther.e are times when

the whole zvorld seems to me no larger

than my ceza, and as jull of temor.for me.

Still I believe that at the beginniug God

made a worla for each saparate man, ana

in that werld, which ds within us, one

shoula seek to live. At any rate yon will

read tlrose paarts of my letter with less

paain than the others. Of coitrseI need

mot remind you how ,77uid a thiug th(neght

ts zvz'th me---utth us allr-and of what an

                              .evanescent •sreebstance are oitr emot2ons

maae. Still I ao see a sort of possible

goal touarals which, throngh art, I may

progress.

  `Prison l2fe makes one see people
ana thiugs as they really are. That

7.'"t) --' .'--s: :•..-n+:•' '.t;;t t-iv ••
". ;. t•-;•-•, 1 -' g';;t :-1

   ".F .'.S
 -z•,2vC' ift, ',-i,"''
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' di- dik•-. 2si at

2019-03-16 Jissen Women's University Library 7



,

tg

g/

. -

viii DE PROFUNDIS
ds why it t•urns one to stone. It ds the

peopte outsiae who are decec'ved bz the

illust'ons of a l2:fre in constant motion.

 7hey revolve utth lilfe ana contrthute to

its unreality. Me who are immobile both

see and kmow.

  ` Mhether cr mot the letter does good

to narrow natures and hectic b7'ains, to

me it has aone good. I have "cleansea

my bosom ofmuch pere'lous stuL"ny" Ineed

not remi7nt you that mere expresston

ts to an artdst the supreme and only
mode of lz:tre. It ts by zttterance that we

live. Of the many, many things for
whdeh I have to thank the Gtovernor
there ts none for which I am more grate-

ful thanfor hds permtssi'on to write futly

to you, and at as great a length as I

e

-

         -J/i--'`L-1!,S

)
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            PREFACE ix
desz're. For nearly two yeaTs J have haa

wz' thin a growing burden of bitterness, of

much of whieh Ihave mow got nd. On
the other side of the prtson waU there

are some poor bkzck soot-besmirchea
trees which are just bi"eakt'ng out into

buds of an almost shn'll green. I kmow

guite well what they are go2' ug throutgh.

They arefinding empression.'

  I venture to hope that DE PRoFuNDis,

which renders so vividly, and so pain-

fully, the effect of soeial de'bdicle and im-

prisonment on a highly intellectual and

artificial nature, will give many readers

a different impression of the witty and

delightfu1 writer.

                     ROBERT ROSS

,
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                                           •

                         PRgRACZ -

          T!e follewing transcript is an ancteavour te recen$truct

 the "hoie ot the letter,known as DE PROIiVNDrS,vritten by Osear

 Wi2de whilst a prisoner•in Hs.ad,ing Gagl. MPe transcript is made •
                                                        -
 solely ror glprivate use and is copiod frem the enly two seurces ae
 vaizabfo:C)a typemrrit'ten e'epy th the bonectt6n of stuart Mason ".

 (rrom a aupZicate ef which ,ras so". up Reynelds's edition oe the ,t

                                                            s                                                                 '

Y"r; fev copyright .n.urp.eses in 1913) and the teeZscap octavo editien
                                             -&
 ef "De Pro6undis" Åq.Methuen & Co.,i909)'-which.;ontain3 a. Rars.et -

pyoportion Qf the whole than is to be found in tho previous ectit-

                                                          .                                           "
          rehore appear,g to be ne copy extant`ot the R3Lb!S.t..hpt.eg

                                                                    -                                                 .                                                                         .                                                                     s        paeeionsthe text of which Robert Ross s.everely editect,even alt.

        ering tbe sequence-.or some pasgageq teKgrds the ana. But nokes..
ij X,,4},c,.? are taken eÅí the3e changes in Masones eypemrittep, f.opy where ab-t

     t se,by acciaent or etheptvise,ar,e transcribgct certain passages or

           .L -r '.L        the pu.b:ished7part in their orig:,nal versfon. !tius ene ean -.

        juage te sD.m"e extent of the natur'g ef the eutting. Ve do net
                    -+        k:nov,un-fartuna+.e:lyp,hoiti mueh 6r ho" ear Robex'+. Rcsgq. altorea,tli?- - ;

    9 ttts e" e.r changea the order of the'text vkicb hg edited; bgS in -

        tho absence or the Briti3h Museum mar,useript tkis ls probabiy

-

--

.

 .,, ...J !l,!t...gL,.-,ne.f.r!gt.,;ag.p..r..o.re"h.1.r= a. k?;..'11ge.,tJay. eS.. !.4tl.L.v-on.d'-e.rl,u.l-.fdllgftygsgl}....,.7L..... . ...i-. ''
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maSu in it$ entirety.

     Mhe original manuscript,nev in the British Musgum,is

vrxitten upen 20 sheets of blue toolscap papeic Åqi5 by 8 in.)

rerming 80 pages ruled with 55 bl'ue lines. Mbe specimen

page reproduced in Stuart Nason's Bibliegraphy shows 71 written

                                             -

iigi'.,

  Mn. es te the page,of about 18 woras to t!e Zirte.

       The presep.t co.ny conststs of 246S pages oe 24 lin. es,av-

  eraging'9 vords to the line er about 216 vords to the page.
                                                                  s
  Mhts incluaes a certain oG'ar-lapptn. g Qe the text beth unpube
                                                                  3

     ' mhe umpub].ished portien,in'2;!Euding tbose parts of the

  pubiished version in their gsttsLSgAi!,inal rorm in the Mason typed

  copy,ccupies abeut 150i pagbs or the wbele: the published

  portion Åqexcepting about tvo pages which are transcribed enly

  frora the Masen eepy already alluded to) take ubi the remaintng-

  96.pages. Mhus iS seems that about 2/5ths ot the vhoie "erk

  has been pub"shed in Methuenvs editien and the-; remaining

                t           .   5/5ths ln BeynoZdses privatsZy print.ea edit"on. Ehe tvo

  pages reterroa to,or vthich only the origipal version is giv"

                   s   on here,sho" haraLy any abteratien rroN tbe pubiisbed texut

   they are on pages 98e-99 Åq"Prosperity,Pleasure and Sucgess"-

   aovn to "though not ror pain"--•about.-lg MnesÅr ana On4 pagey,-

-. .[..
 .-he .i.:-".i,.- '.-' . .....-..i..---..., Nv-....-t-!.---.-. -;Jp..r'--J:.- .#.: .i-- ;' - /i Lj  r..'-.-:"it?fl'tt'I;l•ll:'1[1.i.i .I '/ :..-..-- 'r.:-. -. J-tilll-lr{;.:-.-2019-03-16 Jissen Women's University Library 10
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Z95-197 (trom "Do you ever feei any gratitade" doirn to "for

the ]ikes.or us" --about 38b Zines.)

 . rhe text br both the edited and the original vers-
                                   -st'J'
 ions begin•g on`pages 212-215 Åqabout re lines er oach) commenc-

ing st "Ve think ve can have out emotiens ror'nothing ' do"n to
                                                            '" nothing is ever revealed." Mha originaL rendering tolievsl

                          .on pages 215-214.

          On page 240 about four lines referring to Bruges are

repsated tn originat form on page 242

.l...,,.,,k",il.:Y,A:".i"S;"
i2,:..9ilg:},giZl,,e,e,io,".ng.i':e,gi\:.i:x",: S

" th6 meaning er scrrow and its beauty"),the eriginaZ fQrm of

whtch vill be found on pages 245-247.

          "udging trom these paragraphs,the changes a"e princi-

                                                      .tpal;y from the personal to the imper,sonaZ. .
          .
                                                           --          Notes in Mason's typed copy !ave made iC pesst':te tg

replace tn their original• sequence several passages transposed "

by Bobert Ress in the printed text. 2hese occur chieely to;ff"rds

the ena ot,the vork. Mhe' first change.appears en page 236 ''
renoxinttiiZillhe manuscri.r•it versten erlEÅq! ending with "far 'iirfetent

                                                                '
                                        .
                               -         aD SPSg gRsttst ,1909,ppel19.12ei frorn "er eourse t" one` 1
                                                   - -ttt
ge-.reg-lg.rn" down lio -"tertingi'}y. .g..g,mdt.:,efee-" -J. . '

-,-.+,'

IJi-1,lj il"i-'"ii'i'i- -

  " .. . ...'.... . .. •....T,.;.--- l,I"iLll'' ;i;iuv't'e +-t- ::i'' :"" .. ,• ;ht;-i-•+';t:Z'-r-'•m-it-."-•Zill'ilttr.ltkl'ls i'::I,i,..L.,,.iii.IJL.---.•-. !.'-•!,t-;LEac'2019-03-16 Jissen Women's University Library 11
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          rehen rollovrs ÅqgDg
.

     strange lcnging" doim

          rhen ÅíoUows ÅqsD

     als are trtals ror ene'slife" dorm te rK"/-"!6t

     "with bitter herbs make me wholee"
                                           i
          lhen ÅqsD JPSs): sg.esfif d ,1909,pp.115-i16):--"I an to

                         -s jseesk'tw`.'--'
     leased" •doyoTi to "tor me years

          AndlastZyÅqRD !l:t32SSIss!kSi20fUndiS,

     fer not! ing." down to "Sorxow

          Mhe rectittcation ot these
    )ts -.l -'.lge• X.. ;.i'i'i"i[
    .     ave precious for the understanding

          Zn Mason's typed copy t!e

     th e p as sa g. e rel at in g to .tb e co st s

     Åqpage 54):--

                             ,
                   J-            - Nete. Åí7eO was the
          in the-unsuccessfui acston.
          to Åí6000. Q. va$ the petitioning
          a bgnkrupt.

                              s

     Vimbledon,gune 1920

    '      T
  L  -                         :   --"X-ttt -S"-. e -.t et - ;' ' -' - " - .YV -Ee

       '" '' + -.- r t. .IT -F,: ..r . .. :S#t=i::"l=le-'t:""4!: -L-7or...'t-ZtT:yp"N!r--va".;.vs
                                    - e' L- i-'

                                .4

                           '
g:tts2.tsI}.SlkSsiEOfUndiSs1909,p•pe116ei17):•--"1havea

te "Zive in their presence."

Pro eundis , 1909, p}-: . 120-121 ) : -• "AIZ trie-

                    the ena,

                     be re-

 a."o.N

 1909,pi.ll7-119):-•""lt is net

                           sand its beauty."

   pa$s"ge$ in the pre$ent cep;f

      ot the mbele.

  folloving nete is addea te

     in the Qusensberry.action

 anount of' Queensberry's cests
     Mhe debts fiied amoun+.ea
          credieor,making Vilcte

                  V. E. be'     t.

               .

                        '                  -t 'i-                   : ;... `r- :' i:.}Ii'I:-'.iLSJ".'.'-=LT-'.'.E` .' .i'."H-ft'. .i ...[ .., ..

     " i:-.fiv '.- .. b:.=v. . :--.-. .". -U""
  ".w --t..grt--p-. m.-. . .. . L.. .=. .L .. .t .
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