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Genre-Specific Characteristics of Loanwords and Neologisms: A Preliminary

Investigation on University Students’ Awareness, Comprehension, and Search Behavior
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Abstract :

Debates persist regarding the abundance of loanwords and their complex meanings. It's
commonly understood that consideration for the elderly is essential when employing these in
public settings. However, even among the trend-conscious demographic of university students,
comprehension of new loanwords varies by genre. This research focused on surveying
university students to investigate their familiarity, understanding, and usage trends of loanwords
in both leisure and business contexts. By dissecting these patterns and examining students’

search habits, the study aimed to present findings and explore future avenues for research.
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Keywords : loanwords /katakana-words, neology, college students, search behaviors, smartphone,

dictionaries
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