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a home at Sapporo Girls’ General Elementary School. He lectured on politics. The content of
the lectures in this summer seminar will be the same.

In 2010, the Hokkaido Educational Association published it as Utako Shimoda’s Lectures on
Home Economics. At that time, Shimoda’s lecture in Hokkaido was so popular that around 500
people attended.

It seems that the establishment of a girls’ school was planned under such circumstances,
but the establishment of “Kitami Gitls’ School”

Following the school’s history from establishment to closure demonstrates how Utako
Shimoda in particular grew in Hokkaido.

We cannot shed any light on whether they were trying to promote women’s education. That’s

what I’'m thinking,
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Kitami Gitls’ School and Utako Shimoda * Yoshichika Inagaki

KUBO Takako

Utako Shimoda established the Imperial Women’s Association in November 1898, and the
following year, in May 1899, she established the Girls’ Practical School attached to the Imperial
Women’s Association and the Gitls’ Crafts School. Thereafter, she devoted her life to educating
ordinary girls and was involved in the establishment of many schools.

Immediately after the establishment of the Imperial Women’s Association, she campaigned
to explain its significance in the context of the importance of women’s education. We also
conducted an inspection for this purpose. The seeds Shimoda planted yielded sympathizers to that
idea. Thanks to their support, the project quickly bore fruit in the form of the Niigata Branch.

It subsequently developed into the creation of respective affiliated schools: the Niigata Girls’
Crafts School and the Hokuetsu Girls’ School.

Additionally, the main school is Junshin Gitls’ School (chairman/principal), established in
1918. Ami Girls’ Practical School (2™ generation principal) was established in 1919, and Meitoku
Gitls” School was established (by the principal) in 1921.

One of these schools is the Kitami Girls” School. Until recently, few details were known
about the Kitami Girls’ School. Hence, this paper focuses on discussing the Kitami Girls’ School,
which existed in the country for a short time (in present-day Abashiri City).

Yoshichika Inagaki founded the Kitami Girls” School in 1910, on what is now Kitamicho
Minami-dori, Abashiri City. Shin opened it as a temporary school, and the new school was
opened in Katsuragaoka, Abashiri City, in 1911.

A two-story wooden building with a dormitory was constructed and relocated. As a women’s
school for elementary school graduates and above, it was extremely significant as the first girls’
school in the Abashiri jurisdiction to provide education for girls. However, the school was
closed in 1919.

To raise funds to support this establishment, Inagaki ran the Kaikosha Ranch, and Tokyo’s
Utako Shimoda, the principal of Jissen Gitls” School, said that the purpose was to create basic
assets for the school (Abashiri Shimbun, etc.). Utako Shimoda was invited to the Hokkaido

Education Association’s 14™ Summer Seminat. On August 5, 1901, he visited Sapporo and held

FEEA R T IR S R R G AT /55 10 5 2024. 2



