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The Paper Analysis of The Tale of Genji, said to have been written by

Fujiwara no Tameie(l) —Elucidate the Presence of Rice flour as a Filler
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ABSTRACT

The manuscript of The Tale of Genji, which is said to have been copied by
Fujiwara no Tameie, is decorated with the technique of Uchigami. It has been
a common belief that classical paper, which is carefully papered, has no filler.

On the other hand, it is known that rice flour was used in large quantities
as a filler for paper in classical books of the Edo period, and rice flour has
already been found and reported in the fibers of paper from the Muromachi
and Kamakura periods further back. However, this was paper used for
Buddhist scriptures or documents, and not an example of rice flour being
used as filler for paper for literary works.

In the course of our investigation of Tameie manuscript by high-resolution
digital microscopy VHX-8000, we found particles presumed to be rice flour
when observed at 1500 to 2500x using a sensitive colour plate. We believe
that this fact may lead not only to the investigation of Tameie manuscript,
but also to the problem of paper quality for transcribing stories, which led us

to this presentation.
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