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A Study of Ogino Family Collection
“Presumed Hirao Seki (Shimoda Utako)’s handwritten karuta cards” (1)

—Reprinting karuta cards and discussing Shimoda’s childhood as seen through karuta—

AIKO Harumi
WAKAMORI Yoshitaka

Karuta cards written in 1869 by Hirao Seki (Shimoda Utako’s name before her marriage)
were discovered in Iwamura, Ena City, Gifu Prefecture.

The karuta cards were placed in a wooden box containing three different types of karuta.
Most were made from poetry selected from the Manyoshu, while the others were made from
poetry in Ise Monogatari and poetry of unknown origin.

This article reprints these karuta cards and discusses Shimoda’s childhood through the karuta.

Shimoda wrote that karuta was very popular in Iwamura during her childhood. She also
wrote that she selected famous waka and kanshi and made several types of homemade waka and
kanshi karuta to play with. She also wrote that playing karuta helped her learn waka and kanshi.
This study assumes that she learnt poetry using these karuta cards, confirming her reminiscence.

The karuta cards found have the first and second verses of poetry written on them: the first
verse is written in black ink, and the second verse is written at the edge of the cards in vermilion
ink. This is intentional, and it can be inferred how Shimoda and her friends played karuta: the
player takes the cards of the second verse after listening to the first verse read by the reader,
which requires combinations of the first and the second verses to be memorized.

Shimoda’s rich knowledge and culture were acquired from her father’s teachings, and reading

and playing karuta. This was nurtured in Iwamura, which had a high standard of education.
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