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The Decision-Making Process of Seppuku Sentence in the Sakai Incident of 1868

Svetlana KORNEEV A

Abstract

This paper focuses on the process of deciding the punishment of the Tosa Domain soldiers who were
guarding Sakai Port and examines related records to clarify the process of deciding the death sentence. In
response to the French government's demand to execute in public all those who took part in the shooting,
the Japanese side tried to reduce the number of people to be executed, but their attempts were not successful.
Although it appears in Tatsugoro Yokota diary that just after the seppuku sentence was announced, soldiers
appealed to domain officials for the right to bear a surname (i Z-fI9¢), further verification is needed
concerning soldiers’ request to be permitted to commit seppuku before the seppuku sentence was officially

announced.
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