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“People ought to live their own lives”
——The Scholarship Girl at Cambridge (1926) 2B} 5
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He [Monica’s father]| had the greatest respect for learning. And that was why
Monica had entered for the scholarship to Greystones when she was fourteen,
and why she had won it, and why she had now made her own way to the old
university town. It was her father, too, who had taught her to love the beauty
of the country, who had taken her on expedition to Epping Forest while she
was still a baby, and later had taken her about with him on the family’s rare
holidays. From her mother she had learnt things more immediately useful,
such as how to make her own clothes for a mere nothing, and how to run a
house. She inherited good looks from them, and strength, and sturdy common-
sense, as well as her good brain; Greystones had given her a public-school

training; so she was not badly equipped so far. (20)
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The room’s tranquility struck Monica anew. The lights were shaded, all the
colours rich and subdued, the pieces of furniture large and dignified, and set
well apart. Dim pictured faces peered from the walls, and here and there a
misty water-colour gave an impression of distance, or a mirror gleamed. The
little company of dons moved quietly among the students in their thin dresses,
and chatted in low voices, and now and then a tinkle of laughter arose. It
seemed as if all the ugly, awkward corners of life were overgrown with

beautiful moss, rich and soft and green. (24)
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Monica hesitated. Of the family, only Francesca and kind stolid Dorothy
knew the details of her past history. But she felt that if she were going to make
a friend of this girl she must be frank with her. It wasn’t fair not to be.

“My father’s a plumber,” she said.
“Oh!” Hester squealed. “I shouldn’t ever have thought it!”
Monica flushed and said nothing at all.

“I don’t mean,” Hester gabbled on. “That there’s anything wrong in being

a plumber — but you’re such — such an aristocrat here, and I'm such a nobody!

I think it’s perfectly wonderful of you!” (63- 64)
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In spite of herself, Monica found the serenity of Cambridge creeping over her
then, putting the little worries into their proper places, insisting that they were
not among the things that mattered at all...Hester learned, too, from those

walks. The exercise was good for her lazy limbs; the wide calm spaces and the
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old buildings taught her how very small she was. But the lessons she learned

did not show yet, and Monica did not know she had learnt them...(128)
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No; those two were odd on purpose, had covered up their real selves with a
patchwork of oddness, because they wanted to be unusual, not because they
really were. They weren’t genuine, that was why everyone disliked them.

Everyone, that was to say, who was more or less sincere herself. (37)
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“She [Hester] was lazy and weak and selfish and slovenly — or so I gather,”



58

the professor said. “No one who has those defects ever gets on well in a
community unless he has great brains or great charm to blind folks with. He’s
just passed over, if he isn’t actively disliked, and left to himself. No one quite
knows why at the time. Looking back, one sees that there was something odd
about him; generally, that he was completely taken up with himself, and never
once showed any interest in the feelings of anyone else.”

“Hester Williams is just like that,” Francesca put in. (153)
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“You’ve told us quite a lot about yourself,” he said. “Your mother’s people are
farmers. We’ve met some of them. Your father’s have been artisans for ages
— highly-skilled workmen, shrewd and honest and intelligent. And you’re the
result — splendidly strong, with a first-class brain and the will-power to use it;
clear-sighted, not put off by trifles; generous and kind, and honest even with

yourself.” (156)
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BV R FIN T Wiz B = 1, RFAEG &8 LT “...strangely, Monica
did not mind any more whether they smiled or not. She had discovered that other
people’s opinion of her did not matter nearly so much as her own honest opinion of
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Everyone seemed to be watching Monica. She had assumed leadership all
unconsciously, and now they were asking it of her.

She would want someone to help. There was only one person she knew she
could really trust. “Robin!” she called. “Robin!”

A scurry, and Francesca, in coat, pajamas, and thick shoes, was by her side,
gray eyes glinting joyously. “Water — over us!” Francesca was saying. She
seized a pail of water and threw half of it over herself, half over Monica. “We
don’t want to get sparks,” she gasped. “Come on!”

Hand in hand, dripping, they ran towards the shed...(134)
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The professor glared at her. “Don’t let me catch you being ashamed of your
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ancestors again, young woman. No, if you lack anything, it’s confidence;
and you’re getting that as fast as education can give it to you. It’s the sort of
person you are that matters; the polish only makes life a bit easier for you.

And education only makes you a bit more use in the world.” (157)
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“...Iam a bit odd. I had a different start from most of you — yes, I did” — as
Francesca made an impatient movement — “and I used to be sensitive about
it. I was terrified that people would see. And now — I don’t mind if they do
see. I'm some use, even if I am odd. I —I’ve proved myself, and now I can
be myself, now that I know that people who really matter, like your father and
Hebby, don’t disapprove of the real me...” (168-169)
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“As though in answer, Hester turned towards the river, saw Monica, and waved
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to her, confidently, in front of all the family and of her own queer friends. ‘I've
proved you right!” she seemed to say. ‘I’ve found my self too!”” (175) &. HIE
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IR e ANy T IN— Vb .  Work’s the important thing. You’ll go far if you
stick to it — be a bit of use in the world, which is more than most of us can hope
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“People ought to live their own lives, not to copy somebody else’s!” That was
the thought that first took shape in her mind. She had a second’s vision of
life as a broad road along which travellers tramped, each towards some given
goal; side roads ran into it, and sometimes the main road forked; people came
out of the side roads, and one traveller would join another and walk pleasantly
with him for a time; then, reaching a fork, would know that here lay his way,
and would leave his companion, regretfully, perhaps, and hoping to meet him

again....That was right and proper. (98)
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She nearly always worked by herself now, and so did the others, for work was
too serious a matter to admit even the possible dissipation of a conversation
between hall and bedtime....But on Saturday evenings they always relaxed,
and danced or went to debates, and on Sundays visited their friends in
Cambridge or went for walks. Life was too full for thought, too full for

anything but organized work and play. (164)
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Economics; Beth and Olive to teach; Margaret to Geneva to the League of Nations;
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EBRIRT 2, ARECTOY =Y v )V - 7= #7 B, EETOMLSH,
VA BEOHETE R bDBIRIEMEMTH 2T RKIED KM
HDEVEIT T ARA, LI T4 7 PITRROAT LAY A4 X, 22
Zid v, MR TREERDLE 7 =y ZICHENF, Ny T g v T RS
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LAY, BE=HiE, BAHORLLIENZERENEFNLE S BORkE
HT, BOBWOZLE LTCwEHTERD RS TAAR, A TER
HOPEAH ] R,

Monica lay and looked at them, and thought how nice they were. Dorothy,
tall and broad, in green linen, punted the first load, her woolly hair blowing
round her sunburned face, her kind, shy, gray eyes looking steadily ahead;
stout, rosy Beth like a country girl, Olive thin and dark and vivacious, all in
white; Violet in orange, her fair hair in great shells over her ears, her eyes
roving round observantly as she lay draped becomingly among the cushions.
In another punt, Muriel stood, slim and willowy, her dark head beautifully
poised, handling her pole as if it were a reed; and Margaret and Mary, the
inseparable lacrosse players, a plain, dependable pair, were laughing and
teasing together.

They were so healthy and sure of themselves, so royal to those whom their
rather capricious liking was given, so unsentimental, so tremendously alive

and intelligent! (169-171)

BRAN BB 2 Z OYHITld, ERENOMEMIED, #EL 2T HNb
CELRLERBER o THRAOLN TV, D VEEITEN, KOG ) MH
W LARGE T, Wb TWa, &) e ) OO L EE S
NoHZETEHEMMEPEENL - PETH, Z2W2IEH 5,

5. HEEw

[ro 7y YORFIZEAE] F BKT7 7 vF 2 A0 EITMERIZK
FAEZHDIZET= AP, BIFRDTICVWEANRY =BT L9 &L LT
M7z bLBuich ), FHERICWENDLLHIICRE2D00, Z2HLHERE
FMDREL, BORL L2 ETEMVTn5S, INE TRARNTE
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LI B IBDBYVOFTFTOHGEZITAN, EHITARY—FTH [
YOHS] RERLTW Fot A2k, B EIEREL27r T v UK
F L) BERBOMIFOFHEAEL b > T,

L DOFR/NRTIE, Re B, AR E ) 2ZERH T, FitRo% %
DY AT RICT RPN D, FREVW)I T I 2 =T 1121
MEDV—=VHHY, V=NVEFTDHE)IRTBELD L, 22 TIE, B
TR, MAOERERE NV ELEH SN, FHERAKR—Y DR,
NIFHFTTnE L (=) »Hish b, P76k, BHo [EHE]
RFERL, TRZEVTHEMICEDONALIET, 3322741285
SRR L T, T, REE W) RAWZERICB W TR, 3 &
BLLToOBRHERZTILOAZEFIN T2 LELBH, #EICH
WCERUSOREE R -T-o0®liz 3Tl L2 iffshs L)1
Rol:ZltDENTHLH S,

(hYoFFoHS] (M) 2RI LR H1E, BOICRERF v
V7 EBEIRL, EMBoMEE Xy ) 7RI EEST LEEZ FICOT
%o MLEICHD 2w EMAZENZDTIER L, ik bid, B
k% "D, BN o TENREMIL, HHIZSASDLWF Y ) T %
BRLENCHRDLIDOTH L7 7)Y VORTRFE] BTV DLD
. T0XH % THLWAR] OREOTaL AL F257259, EAL
O EHE A5 b, HHELRWHL S LWEDICHH 22O/, &
% 4 MV “We fall, to rise” X “Are baffled, to fight better” ASREMIZFE L T
WAL TH LWL OOE N ZoBEZIVY -0, RO 7
LT 2 BN T — LASAD STV 5,

it

. ITF—it, 18954 EICu Yy Frmilorsuf FrCchEFEFNA, o raf
FY e NAR7 = VTEDPLRDBOLTREOLEE Z T 72K, BFEEEHA
TH—=FV ALY IICAF LT ZOHB.INVF—IZ E¥EEL. O K-
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RAES VCTHHEEE U CHEERE 2%, ) —HTHZEL .

2. AF) ROKBHHOLMEDHENFIZOWTUL TEANLOPAEI/EER Y
DEBERFE L 72HENHTH ). ZWR OB i < EWRNFHIE 7D
THHEAL -T2 LT7D [ATY) =« F )71 1)(1919) TPV T DR
ThOEE [THEM] ofbh 224 - 7 LT EMMES =X 50T
Loy=) 22l M5 =240 (BO BKEWRE CHELTE KHER [
EOZALE YV RTN - L ¥ 752 F—WHEA ¥) 2ADEY =7 1] Hok
2

3. A=Fh ALy VR T TNy VREODUEDSTZODL T ALy I H—
hrehbyPbma—F2- DLy VEMABEDELRPEOLHTH D,

4. ZDEIBEZH I Ay I ATy VORTRICHEBL WL, F
7 A7 — FRFOLTEI G DIVER Dorothy Sayers (&, IR & OHAE
INREBENY Ty b & FENRIC L/ Gaudy Night (1936) DT, AL S
DI ZFI 2N =y PASEL L WIRRKICEE b, “If only one could come
back to this quiet place, where only intellectual achievement counted” (18) & J& ) 3}
HEHCTVE, TTIHETELOWORREBRA TV LHLKIE, 0
FHCHE Y vt wyne RV E W) BWIZF S RpNn D, “But
she doubted whether she were now capable of any such withdrawal. She had long
ago taken the step that put the grey-walled paradise of Oxford behind her. No one
can bathe in the same river twice, not even in the Isis. She would be impatient of that
narrow serenity — or so she told herself” (19) &,[F v 7 X7+ — K& w9k
DEEZFH I NHERE] R [HORVEE] LI FHEIZE, Ny toE
BT 2 5720 DEE—ER E P —AERB I T L, REZITHATH
FERIBD WO LN D [FRFOK] 1E, RO TFRAEDOH
Hpofirtnd Ur 7))y Yokyigl] L 3ER) OOV IRAR
LABRFORR TR LTV 5,

5. KENRTV v s e A7 —VIZBT A THER OFEZEIZOWTE, S
TR T7 A VT ¥ R 5k 728 AM——The New Girl at St. Chad s\Z51F %
FiaFURs] R, B, Y= X LADREWIER Virginia Woolf 1. 4
Room of One’s Own O CIHMEREA ] 2 BZEMIZH VW TWS, TIZoWTIE,
I HEBF SRR EGIIEIER) 5559 Q019 E3ATIATF&) ITEETE
DEWERIE [Th o RAKTFER) — T 7=V =27 « V7 EXTFESF
HEHE] THLI@WMLTW,
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