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Searching for Alternative Dictionaries for Students:

A Pilot Study Using Loanwords in Fashion Magazine Articles
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Abstract :

Statistics clearly show that the number of paper and pocket monolingual electronic
dictionaries published for Japanese native speakers is steadily declining. Surveys conducted
by the author suggest that students have turned to smartphones as an alternative. However,
fewer students seem to be using a dictionary app; instead, they use search engines or hashtag
searches. Can the present state of students’ reference practice—that is, how they look up
the meanings of unknown words—be adequately captured? This paper reports a pilot study
seeking insight into this issue by examining students’ searches for definitions of loanwords in

fashion magazine articles.
X—T—F: HAEFED, Fhwedy, SRR, §EE, AU I A UEEE, A—Lb7x v

Keywords : language proficiency, vocabulary, loanwords, dictionary, online-dictionary,

smartphone
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