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Where the “impressions” come from?:

An analysis of relationships between physical features and personality impressions

Yuiko SAKUTA

Department of Human Sciences and Arts, Jissen Women's University

People form multi-sensory impressions, such as “warm-cold” or “soft-hard,” about various stimuli, including human

faces and other objects. In recent years, studies on social cognition have found that when a person looks at a face, he or

she makes an instant impression judgment, and that perceived impression is used as a clue for action in various social

situations. Moreover, many studies on perception have demonstrated that even simple shapes produce various impressions

in the same way. However, there is little integration between the two lines of study. The current study focuses on the

commonality of impressions formed from faces and simple shapes. The purpose of this study was to examine the effects

of the eyes on forming impressions about visual stimuli because the eyes are important for reading emotion. It is possible

that we feel “lifelike” just by attaching eyes on a simple shape, whose personality impressions would change greatly

depending on whether it had eyes or not. Impression evaluation by the semantic differential method was carried out for a

total of eight stimuli, which consisted of four shapes with eyes and four shapes without eyes created by manipulating two

factors, namely straight/curved and regular/irregular. The results suggest that there are some differences in impressions

between the shapes with eyes and the ones without eyes.

Keywords : Impressions (F[15) , shape (XIZ) , symbolism (Z#81%:) , lifelike (EZx#HH LX) ,

Semantic Differential method (SDi%)
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