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[ had to got to succeed — I had got to prove my world that I had something in me....I
wanted to prove that [ had a gift and that [ would use it. But money was also essential,
for if I could not add to my income, I could not stay in London, and to come home a failure
was impossible!

So I worked. Yes, I worked very hard. I secured a ticket for the reading room of the
British Museum, and there I spent my days. Come hail or storm, no matter what the

state of the weather, I was always at my desk. (252)
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There is no class whose struggles appeal to Mrs. Meade’s kind heart than the brave girls
who are striving to make their own way in life, and her stories are specially stimulating
for them. She sees with pleasure the various means of livelihood now being opened to

women, and believes that it is better for every woman to have a career, whether she has

money or not. (256)
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The descriptions one hears from Girton students sound very pleasant, and make some
of us older women wish such advantages had been open to us fifteen or twenty years
ago. It is amusing in these days to read over again the description of college life, given
in Tennyson’s “Princess,” and pleasant to women to realise what progress in almost
everything relating to woman’s place in the world has been made since the time when

that charming poem was written. (79)
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But a much more serious topic awaits me, to which I must hasten on, and that is the

subject of the illustration of the “Sweet Girl Graduates,” which portrays three out of the

eleven ladies upon whom degrees were conferred at the London University on May 10th,

1882, nine of them being graduates in arts and two in science. The subject of the hood

and gown has been discussed in intellectual circles for some time past, but so slow has

been the action in our midst that New Zealand took the precedence of us, and more than

a year ago not only accepted the position claimed by the ladies, but at Christ Church the

Chancellor of the University himself invested the candidates with their hoods in public,

with the warmest compliments on their diligence and conduct. (682)
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look sturdy and strong, fitting mothers for the next generation, able to educate their children in the fullest
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Among them one saw no jaded looks or weary eyes, as one sees among girls who have
no aim, no ambition, but to shine at a ball or get an eligible parti. One hears so much of
the injurious effect study has on girls; many men deplore the strides women are making
in the pursuit of knowledge; they prognosticate early loss of youth, bright eyes, and good
looks; and yet here to-day I see a goodly number of English maidens as healthy, happy,
and comely as surely were the women of bygone ages, who watched their brothers’

progress, sighing as they ruined their sight over their tapestry. (89)
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It is sweet to work and reach the appointed goal — only those who have given up pleasure
and sacrificed ease can say how sweet. Let us hope amid the joy which is here to-day,
some feelings of compassion are raised in our hearts for those who strove like us, but did
not win. To my girl-readers I would say: Work, keeping the thought of success ever before
you. Cultivate the brain-powers which God has given you. Read, and widen your
knowledge; think, and broaden your views, and I can safely say dullness will not often

trouble you, nor weariness make you its victim. (89)
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felt full of courage and good resolves. She was going out into the world to-morrow, and she was quite
determined that the world should not conquer her, although she knew that she was a very poor maiden
with a specially heavy load of care on her young shoulder” (12) &, 7'V ¥ F XMW E %2 o THAE
IR D BIEICHLY BF72 [F— WX - F oy - R=X—] OHF =}V - ALy VORFEIT,
RAFAEOKPFRIIHEMZ HIE L TB Y. BEMICHEZ 2R EEPHAEIRTHL L)
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the noblest, and the sweetest, and the most beautiful girl at St. Benet’s! Why can’t you live up to your
true self?””” L RV 5 &, <= F — 1k, “‘There are two selves in me’” & & 2. “‘And if one even
approaches the faintest semblance of angelhood, the other is black as pitch’” (149) & D.5% <, FL T,
Z28k, “‘Am I never to show my true and real self? Am I always to be disguised in sham beauty and sham
goodness? Oh, Nancy, Nancy! If there is a creature I hate — I sate — her name is Maggie Oliphant!”” (149-
50) LWL, T2, HMIBMHEOMFETH S Y = 71 — (Geoffrey) 12D, “No, Geoflrey,
but I am struggling — you don’t know how hard I am struggling — to be true to myself.” (98) &, O
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This queer girl was showing another phase of her complex nature. Her face was no
longer lacking in expression, no longer stricken with sorrow, nor harrowed with
unavailing regret. A fine fire filled her eyes; her brow, as she pushed back her hair,
showed its rather massive proportions. Now, intellect and the triumphant delight of
overcoming a mental difficulty reigned supreme in her face. She read on without
interruption for nearly an hour. At the end of that time her cheeks were burning like

two glowing crimson roses. (66)
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Lubbock wisely remarked, leaves no time for dullness; the girl who has hard brain-work to do every day
has not time to feel miserable. Petty worries and small annoyances leave her as she becomes immersed in
Greek, mathematics, or whatever particular branch she has taken up” (89) & kT 7z, 72 & 2 7S
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“I promise you, my dear, that you shall be a very cultivated woman some day; but I only
promise this if you will take advantage of all sides of the pleasant life here. Now tell
me what are your particular tastes? What branch of study do you like best?”

“I love Latin and Greek better than anything else in the world.”

“Do you truly?” said Maggie, suddenly starting forward. “Then in one thing we have
a great sympathy. What have you read? Do tell me.”

Miss Heath stepped discreetly into the background. The two girls conversed for a

long time together. (83)
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“...°Go and learn all you can at your fine college, Prissie. It’s the fashion of the day for the young folk to
learn a lot, and there’s no going against the times. In my young life sewing was the great thing. Now it’s
Latin and Greek...” (196) &\ E#ED 5 7 7 Vil F) ¥ v F@HNOBATEWA TWDL 2 L L0505
CnEHIT, 9RO FYATIE, LWL THEORELEROOLODS, il :ﬁ:i%’éh

LEBHEHFICRB SN TV 2 L IERE Vv,

3. HEELHI

[A74—=bF - A=V TFFax( ] TE RFEFCBCTEEZORBHUBLHLTH S
CEPEAIND, AFLTHDZRVE, 7)) Y73, HEXFICIVELDI b0, HH LY
HEOBTEDLINLEFTHOPITIR NS, i, PERITE > THEET, MEERB LTIy
LawiIhEd, ETHEMADDIE LN, FREEIF—OAXFICHZMIFI WL T ¥
DLz A TAHR L),

They talked of one or two books which were then under discussion; they said a little
about music, and a word or two with regard to the pictures which were just then causing
talk among the art critics in London. It was all new to Prissie, this “light, airy, nothing”
kind of talk. It was not study; could it be classed under the head of recreation?

Prissie was accustomed to classify everything, but she did not know under what head
to put this pleasant conversation. She was bewildered, puzzled. She listened without

losing a word. She forgot herself absolutely. (79)
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b — A&, “...the successful girl here is the girl who takes advantage of the whole life mapped out for
her, who divides her time between play and work, who joins the clubs, and enters heartily into the social
life of the place” (82) &, WU —2 7 7L BN —OEEREZF <o 51T, BAOVWEE
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“No life can be so absolutely delightful as that of a girl graduate at St. Benet’s. The
freedom from care, the mixture of study with play, the pleasant social life, all combine
to make young women both healthy and wise. Ah, my love, we leave out the middle of
the old proverb. The girls at St. Benet’s are in that happy period of existence when they
need give no thought to money-making.”

“Some are,” said Prissie. She sighed, and the colour rushed into her cheeks. Mrs.

Marshall looked at her affectionately. (88)
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Priscilla was now a happy girl. She had found her niche in the college; her work was
delightful. Under Maggie’s advice she became a member of the Debating Society, and
rather reluctantly allowed her name to be entered in the Dramatic Club. She felt very
shy about this, but that was because she did not know her own power. To her

astonishment, Priscilla found that she could act. (136)
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The last time she had visited Miss Heath in that room, Prissie had been taken by the
kind Vice-Principal to look at the picture, and some of its symbolism was explained to
her. “That globe on which the figure of Hope sits,” Miss Heath had said, “is meant to
represent the world. Hope is blindfolded in order more effectually to shut out the sights
which might distract her. See the harp in her hand, observe her rapt attitude — she is
listening to melody — she hears, she rejoices, and yet the harp out of which she makes
music only possesses one string — all the rest are broken.” Miss Heath said nothing
further, and Prissie scarcely took in the full meaning of the picture that evening. Now
she looked again, and a passionate agony swept over her. “Hope has one string still left
to her harp with which she can play music,” murmured the young girl; “but oh! There

are times when all the strings of the harp are broken; then, Hope dies.” (220-21)
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CEaRHBZD. TV VTR, HEORLEKFE AT, “Everything is new to me — everything fresh

and broad. There are some trials, of course, and some unpleasantness; but oh, the difference between here

and there! Here it is so narrow; there, one cannot help getting enlightenment daily and hourly.” (192)
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