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Possibility of social child care and community-based child care support

From the efforts of children and family support centers

Tomoko OSAWA

Department of Human Sciences and Arts, Jissen Women's University

This paper aims to analyze the intentions and practices of community-based child care support through an interview

survey of children and family support centers that are adopting an advanced approach. Further, it strives to examine

the nature of community-based child care support that children and family support centers should adopt. As a result,

ten large categories, 29 medium categories and 70 small categories were extracted. The skills of the staff were found to

improve and their attention to the community was fostered as they operated multiple projects in an integrated manner

while utilizing the functions and expertise of the social child care agency. The advantage of the private sector lied in

the physical proximity to attend to those in need while building up small practices. Although it was suggested that the

function of social child care could radically transition to social work, the protection of children’s rights and respect for

users’ self-determination were recognized as the principles of support.
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