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Proposal and Evaluation of PBL for Learning the Importance of Problem Finding to the Research Process

Toru B. TAKAHASHI

Department of Studies on Lifestyle Management, Jissen Women s University

College students learn problem skills and critical thinking through research activities, which require expertise and

research process skills. However, when they begin, students do not understand how to conduct research. In particular,

they do not recognize the importance of problem finding during the research process. This paper proposes the use of

Project-Based Learning (PBL), which supports learners in the research process and helps them to acquire research

process skills, inculcates research process skills, and highlights the importance of problem finding. In this method,

learners use card sorting for the settings of purpose and actual state. Furthermore, they also use a “five whys” sheet for

problem finding, a problem-solution matrix sheet to find solutions, and card sorting for evaluation settings. Through

the use of PBL, 86% of students understand research activities. In addition, PBL prevents failure in setting purpose and

actual state and helps in finding solutions, as well as conveying to students the significance of problem finding. However,

students fail regarding problem finding and evaluation settings.

Keywords : Research Process (Wf587" 1t &) | PBL (FEEM#RFE) |, Problem Solving ([H&EA#R) , Problem

Finding (/&%)
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