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The Practice of a Short-term, One-on-one Training for
Developing English Listening Skills
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Abstract

In 2007, 1 published a paper which described how I had taught the various
patterns of English sounds to three different groups of Japanese English learners,
using three simplified symbols which represent what different speech sounds are
made, with the results that all three groups had made progress. Through the
training, it became less difficult for them to catch every English word in short
sentences which had sounded one long words to them before they received the
training.

In this paper, I describe a more efficient impact of a short-term, one-on-one
training for developing English listening skills conducted in 2007, 2008, 2009.
Applying the same visual approach to natural speed English, the one-on-one training
produced better results in a shorter period of time in comparison with the group
training, which was helpful to save participants’ time and therefore, to encourage
them to be more motivated and more willing to learn.

Giving individual training to participants makes it clear that what types of
problems each has and that their workload is lightened.
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D Cut it out, please. @ I brought your letter here.

2 I wasn’t around then. 12 We’e got to get out of here.

3 1 could have had it. @3 You really mean that?

@ What do you mean by that? You would have made it.

(® I'm going to miss you all. @ It won’t work out.

(6) Take it or leave it. Give me a call anytime.

(@ You can keep it if you like. @ Can I get you something?

How about a cup of coffee? You want a drink or something?
© Will you get him on the phone? Paul is as old as Anne.

You’ve got a beautiful garden. Just hang in there.
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When in Rome # 4

“There are some spectdcular shots. My cdmera is going to be contént hdnging with
H4dmmond.”

“You know, unempléyment is n6t that bad.”

“OK, the sétup ) is nice, but I d6 want my joB back.”

“Oh, s6 do L. You know, éfter about thrée, four more wéeks of this.”

“Chaérlie.”

“OK. Four days of this...thrée days.”

“You know I think the réason we’re hére is, Himmond has a thing for you.”

“Uh, n6. Mr. Hémmondvandvf work together. There is n6 thing.”

“OK.”

“So Chérlie, but you think you’ll éver talk to Pdolo again?”

“That was a gréat change of stbject. You know I dén’t thinK that Paolo and I
would Have éver really gotten along. You know, he thinks I'm an tptight Américan,
and I think Me’s a way too ldid-back Italian.”

“Like 6il and vinegar.”

“Yéah, they might not mix real well, but you pit them on a sélad, and it turns out
to be a gréat combindtion.”
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