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Abstract

The aim of this paper is to examine ‘newspaper articles’ in senior high school
English textbooks to bring up students’ reading ability. All school senior high school
English textbooks must follow the government prescribed guidelines, “The Course
of Study for Foreign Languages”, which emphasizes ‘Language Activities’,
particularly in the forms of ‘Language Functions’ and ‘Language-use Situations’.
The goal is to develop students’ basic abilities to understand and convey information,
ideas, intentions, and so on. These ‘Language-use Situations’ can be classified as the
following types of communication, 1) Situations for communication on an individual
basis, 2) Situations for communication in groups, 3) Situations for communication
aimed at a large number of people, 4 ) Situations for creative communication.

In order to pursue these objectives, various topics and subject matters are taken
up. One of them is from newspaper articles. Newspaper articles taken up in the
textbooks make up about 10 and 20% of the chapters and activities designated to
fulfill the requirement of developing students’ ability to communicate with a mass
audience.

This paper will survey and analyze 208 textbooks currently used (2008, 2009) in
three of the six English courses (English I , II , and Reading) with the authors’
intention to raise students’ ability to effectively use newspapers. The ability to
effectively use newspapers requires reading strategies unique to the genre, yet this
ability is crucial to developing critical thinking skills and the habit of lifelong learning.
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My classmate Yamada won the 32nd school marathon. / Yamada
took the lead from the start. / After the race Yamada said, “I
wanted to break the record from the start.”
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One morning in April 1995, I sat down at the breakfast
©) table as usual to read the comics in the newspaper. But
I didn’t make it past the front page. One big headline
caught my eye: “Child Laborer, Boy, 12, Murdered.” It
was a shock. Twelve, about the same age as I was. 1

could hardly believe the story.

APRIL 19, 1995

Child Laborer, Boy, 12, Murdered.

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP)-From %%
4 to 12 years old, Igbal Masih was
forced to work at a carpet factory.
After he was free, he started a
worldwide campaign against child
labor. On Sunday, he was shot dead.

Some people believe he was murdered i
by someone who had warned him to
stop his activities.
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March 1, 2008 Published by the Powwow Newspaper Club

WORK HARD, PLAY HARD!

What is the Working Holiday Conditions for getting a visa.
Program?

It depends on you whether your experiences on the Working
Holiday Program are valuable or not.

Example 1 Example 2
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CAN AROCK STAR
SAVE AFRICA?

Bono takes

O'Neill on
tour to Africa

Bono, the lead singer of U2, and U. S.
Treasury Secretary Paul O'Neill will go
together on a ten-day trip to four coun-
tries in Africa— Ghana, South Africa,
Uganda and Ethiopia—to see how ef-
fectively development assistance is
working.

"I refused to meet Bono at first," says
Mr. O'Neill. "I thought he was just a
rock singer who wanted to use me."
After talking with Bono, O'Neill
changed his mind. "He's a serious

person. He cares deeply about the
poverty in Africa. He knows a lot
about it."

Daily Powwow, May 10, 2002
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Tuesday, September 27. 2005

SIR Paul McCartney has joined
the list of high-profile celebrities
supporting the tsunami appeal, with a
£1 million donation to help rebuild
devastated communities in Indonesia.

The former Beatle and his wife,
Heather, are giving the money to the
International Rescue Committee UK,
an independent British charity. The
money will go to provide essential
medicine and help provide water and
sanitation for Indonesia’s Aceh
province.

Meanwhile, the soccer star David
Beckham pledged his support with the
news that he is to launch a worldwide
TV appeal for child victims of the
disaster after being appointed a
UNICEF goodwill ambassador.

The England captain will make a
public service announcement asking
the public to help the 1.5 million
children affected by the catastrophe.

McCartneys’ £1m
for tsunami aid

UNICEF needs £ 76.5 million to fund
humanitarian aid for children in the

devastated areas.

Last night, Beckham said: “So many
people have lost loved ones and
children have suffered greatly, with
over a million who are vulnerable and
at risk of disease. People have been so
generous and it is important that
they continue to donate money to
organizations such as UNICEF.”
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Women and Children Saved. THE TITANIC AND ITS CAPTAIN.
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(A) U.N. (United Nations) group warns (the) world of (a) climate crisis
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Sick Japanese whaler treated at N.Z. hospital
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Teacher, pupil “reunited” after 100 years

Noted Chinese writer Lu Xun (1881-1936) and his teacher durmg his time at
Sendai Medical School, Genkuro Fujino—the —

model for Lu’s novel “Professor Fujino”—will be
“reunited” after 100 years, when their busts are
donated to Tohoku University.

Fujino’s hometown of Awara, Fukui Prefecture,
and the Lu Xun Museum in Beijing plan to make
the donations this year to mark the centennial of
the two men’s parting.
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