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The Chanm ¢f “Chansen”

Hineyaau TOGASAKI

The wond “chanaen” intenested me in my high schecd daya, when | heand the populan
SUMO wneatlen “SHINOBUYAMA” talt about his taste in answening an intenviewen. In
1959 | attended fon the {inat time in my Life a “Chansen” concent at my Alma Maten
Ritkye Univenaity, given 4y Yeatfite ISHIL

Feun yeans, daten in 1963, when | was admitied thnough examination inte the thind
yean of Rikkye’s French Litenatune Depaniment. | met fon the finat time Rei NAKANISHI aa
ene of my clarsmates, whe gave me Aevenal menifis Laten an invitation ticketr te a
“Chansen’cencent in Akasaka. And aften a couple of yeans | daned te go alomne te
“GINPARI”, located in Ginza, in which Rei NAKANISHI used te wont ab ¢ Aengwniten.

| was fianddy intenested in “Chansen”, while | bedonged to the chonua cincle, the Ac -
called Glee Clud fnem 1959 te 1963, majoning in ecencmica at Rikkye Univenaity. Aften
1963 | teetk a private Lesson in clasaical senga. In 1969 | fiad a chiance fen twe yeans te
atudy Fnench concenning ita gnammen, its fisteny, its gecgnaphy, its paintings, its fidm
cniticiam and itas Litenatune in Menfpelldien Univensity in the srcuthenn pant ¢f France. In
1971 | became a pant - time fnefessen of French at Obinin Univensity. Then | taught
clasrer at Tamagawa, Rikkye - Jegakuin and {finally Jissen Wemen’s Univensity. Duning
those clarses | taught alre “Chanson” te the young students whe enjoyed themaelves
duning thein necneatien time. As fen me | was much mene intenested in clasrical Frnench
sengs and | was fenmitited te belong te ithe cincle fon exfents, enganized 4y Noni
TAKEMURA in 1982.

One yean faten | fiad an oppontunity te appean en the atage with those expenta.
Fifteen yeans laten in 1998, 4y chance, | was asrted te belong te a “Chanaen’cincle 4y a
weman whe wad Leanning Fnrench frem me in a smald cincle. | panticipated in the finat
jeint cencent, enganiged by the group called “L’ Age Mine” (The Matuned Age) at ihe
famous chansen cabanet “La Belle Epoque” (The Beauriful Epoch) in Kichijoji en Novemben
26, 2000. This gnoup fasted fon 6 yeans. | fiave been Ainging “Chansen” asr well ar
clasnrical rengs on samall srtages and eccarionally at dange cnea.

While singing, | fave a special feeling of furion with the audience and the pianiat,
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othen accompanists (guitanist, vieldinist, contnabarsrist, dnummen etc.) in Aeme cared.
Pnepanations, a geod fiumen, fulld of spinit, pnesence of mind, entfiusiasm wild preduce
g66d nesulra.

It was on July 14, 2007 that | won the §inst pnize at a small “Chansen” contest, feld
at the chanaen cabanet, “Ma Vie” (My Life) which was located in Ginza, and was as neted
as “La Belle Epoque” in Kichijeji. | sang in Fnench the “Hymne ¢ £ Ameun” (Hymn te the
Leve) in fnent of about 30 candidates. | waas in fenrm in matking e geed atant te the veny

end, neceiving steuts of “BRAVO !!I”
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