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Enhancing Student Autonomy through Cooperative Learning
—For ‘Language and Culture’ Class in College—
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Yoshino Yasuko

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to investigate the image of cooperative learning in
college classrooms on student autonomy. English language teaching (ELT) in
Japanese colleges seems to be in the midst of a paradigm shift from teacher-
centered to learner-centered.

In the past, memorization had been a major component in the teacher-centered
classrooms. From a learner-centered perspective, learning 1S not a passive
acceptance of information. On the other hand, learning is an active process with
responsibility for learning placed on and within the learner. In other words, student-
initiated critical thinking must take place for learning to occur.

This study involved a total of 34 participants-12 groups of 2 or 3. Participants
were part of an intact ‘language and culture’ class in a private university in Tokyo.
These participants chose a topic concerning English and Japanese language and
culture. Participants were required to work autonomously and cooperatively with
group members to research and create a final presentation which was delivered to
the entire class.

Prior to the commencement of this study and at the conclusion of the study (pre
and post), participants completed a two-part (Part I dichotomous, Part II open-
ended) questionnaire. The results suggest that learners having the responsibility for
their own learning and having to engage in critical thinking has a positive influence
on their ability to work cooperatively with group members and autonomously from

teacher instruction.
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feedback (H\V25%H) pardon (b9 —ES->TFE\W) communication (I3 2=
r—3ar) magic word JEIEDESE) repeat (Z#VELTE)) speaker (Gf
LTF) listener (M &F) non-verbal cues GEZFEMNAX)

Key sentences

Because Japanese people give so much feedback when they talk with each other,
silence can sometimes mean that the listener does not understand. (p.10,1.10)
HANIBHWIZEHEZ TLRICETHEZ L HVOLEHODT, RERII 4 B & FA
L CwhnHEErERT 5,

Japanese use more silence and non-verbal cues to communicate, while English
speakers are forced to communicate clearly using words. (p.10, 1.20)

HANEZIZI 2=/ —2a v 2L 2DICE 0L ORBRSHELO R WEXZ
AW, —HEEEEERSEEZ Mo Tldo &Y b a3 oy —va vt 25D
WHNTW 5,

Summary

Japanese people give so much feedback in their conversation. When the listener
doesn’t understand what the speaker say, English speakers are forced to
communicate clearly using words, while Japanese use more silence and non-verbal
cues. These two methods of getting someone to repeat in Japanese or English show a
difference in culture.

HANIZFHEOHR T SADDVIE LD, BHEFIWFHELFOF > T L HEH
RCTEVE, EENEFEIEELM-oCido& Va3 a=r—varva s
BENSENL, —7, HANZEBRLEE IS 2WEMEZH ) . HAGE IZEFET
MNEYELTE->TLHIDODOINSD 20D HEFIRRL L LE KL T,
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1¥), mutual respect (BHE\NIK T HHE), group-oriented culture ((EFIEM DL
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[Key Sentences|

This mutual respect is very important in Japan’s group-oriented culture.
(BHWIZHT 2 MEIEHAROEFERICBWCIFHICELETH S,)
On the other hand, for Japanese speakers, it is the process of saying the words that is
most important.
(—7, BREZFHTAXICE s TROHEELGZORBZOEFEZHKTIHLEVITLHTD
%)
By understanding each other’s cultures better, we can avoid these mistakes.

(HWOALZ S SICBET A & T, BREBITAIENTXS,)

Summary

HAGE L WFETIE, MEORIICBVTREREVSRONS, HAFEICIIERWZ
BVWHPLVH, TNOLOEVHOBERICIIMEZEZ B VWRE25F ERGFTN TV 5,
—HTEFEIZIZZDOL) REVHZ T BB LV, TORVPETEREZSY ALY |+
WCHELTIVDTHE, 2OZLDOFFRELT, HALIZIEEWIZEHRT 52 &
NETHEEHINTBY, FEETRMEELII2=r—2a v i b-010EH%E
BAHZEDPEEMHENTVEZ EBHIFOENES 2,
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@ D Ik
H A Yk
BHRELET Thank you for inviting me.
BHRELE L I had a great time.
WoTEET I'm going.
I'm leaving.
WoTho LW Bye.
Have a nice day.
72720 E I'm home.
I’'m back.
B2zh How was your work?
Welcome home.
W2 E FET Let’s eat.
Thank you for the meal.
THbEH)EETLR I'm finished.
I’m full.
That was a great dinner.

CNoTHRATER? ~EIRTE W) — X~

[BEICEHIZF] = [ After you!l  Please go first! ]

[Sweet dreams.] = [ BRTAZI W J

[Mtsonme.] = [ FADBIH K | ]

['m on pins and needles.] — [ XRXdX32D | RETZD | ]
[T've got a lump in my throat! ] = [ (EHPLELAT) WAV IENITHR S ]
[Leave it tome.] — [ FAIZHEE T ! ]

HAGEORIZ A L7 MIEFRIZERT 52 L3 TE v, 28405, THUIIEHE
BICIHAD L) 23EL2 T 2HEP LR 5TH b,

Z ZCTHAFED OIEFHICETEICIIEFEORRZIRT T TR, ZOFEICL-T
MPMEDLZ DB L 2T NI R R, HTFOXLZHMS RV ETFAMITH
HolzLHIZ, BHIBHEINL, FA-HIZERAbE L, R O HERA R & 1
D LLEEDNH LD TIRRNTIES ) Do

PR [ b e Bfba I 2=, — 32 3 ] (20074F) =154t
IESEW [FREZ 9 TRERWVHARGE] (20084F) V7 M 7%
BREAK&T V74 - N—=H— [H2725F vz %5355 (20064F) 31354
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